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ERRATA. 

Page  38,  line  12  from  top,  intett  "  the'*  between 
Page  39,  line  1,  ituert  "extra"  between  *«no''  and  "  risk.** 
Page  41,  line  13  from  top,  dek  **  not.** 

Page  81,  line  6  from  top,  imert  **  when**  between  **  that**  and  **  the,**  and  dele  **  when**  in 
the  following  line. 
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HILARY  TERM,  22  YICT, 


Harris  and  Others^  Assignees  of  Forman^  a  Bankrupt, 

V.    RiCKETT. 

1  ROVER  for  household  furniture,  stock  in  trade,  &c.  of  A  trader  being 

'  indebted  to 

the  plaintifis,  as  assignees  of  Forman,  a  bankrupt.  ▼ariout 

penons  pro- 
Plea,  that  the  goods  were  not  the  goods  of  the  plaintifis.  cored  from  A. 

an  Edvftnce  of 

Whereupon  issue  was  joined.  200/.,  for  which 

At  the  trial,  before  Cockburriy  C.  J.,  at  the  last  Lincolnshire  agre«d  to  give 
Summer  Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  Jn  hjg^property 
to  recover  the  value  of  certain  goods  conveyed  to  the  de-  '^^^^  "^" 
fendant  by  the  bankrupt  by  a  bill  of  sale  dated  the  14th  of  9"  ^^^^^'^ 

•^  r       ^  ^jjQ  money  he 

April,  1858.     The  bankrupt  proved  that  in  the  month  of  gate  to  A.  a 

promissory 

January  the  defendant  agreed  to  lend  him  200/.;  which  note  for  2007., 

a  memorandum 

he  did.     After  the  bankrupt  had  received  all  the  money,  of  agreement 

on  the  17th  of  February,  he  signed  and  handed  to  the  property  ex- ^ 

defendant  three  several  documents. — First,  a  promissory  Snlhof^bis  * 

note  for  200/.,  payable  on  demand,  with  interest  at  51  ^^'^'ije^^ti, 

percent.  a  policy  of 

■  insurance,  and 

also  another 
memorandam  of  agreement  to  pay  107.  yearly  as  bonus.  At  a  later  period,  on  beinff  requested, 
be  executed  a  bill  of  sale  of  all  his  property  to  A.  — Held :  First,  that  sucb  bill  of  sale  having  been 
executed  in  pursuance  of  the  original  agreement  was  not  an  act  of  bankruptcy. — Secondly,  that  evi- 
dence of  the  original  verbal  agreement  was  admissible,  inasmuch  as  the  subsequent  written  agree- 
ment did  not  contain  and  was  not  intended  to  contain  the  whole  agreement  between  the  parties. 
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EXCHEQUER    REPORTS. 

Secondly,  ari  agreement  in  substance  as  follows: — 
"Memorandum  that  I,  Edward  Forman,  have  this  day 
RicKE  borrowed  of  John  Rickett  the  sum  of  200^,  and  have  se- 
cured the  repayment  thereof,  with  interest  after  the  rate  of 
51  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  my  promissory  note ;  and  for 
better  and  effectually  securing  the  same  and  interest  I  do 
hereby,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  &c.,  promise  and  undertake 
to  make,  execute  and  deliver  unto  the  said  John  Rickett, 
when  thereunto  requested,  a  valid  and  effectual  mortgage, 
transfer,  or  assignment  of  the  estate  and  monies  expectant 
on  the  decease  of  my  wife's  father,  for  the  said  sum  of  200^ 
and  interest;  such  mortgage,  transfer,  or  assignment  to 
contain  a  power  of  sale  and  other  usual  powers,  &c. :  And 
for  better  securing  the  said  sum  of  200/.  and  interest  as 
aforesaid  I  further  undertake  to  assign  and  transfer  a  policy 
of  insurance  effected  on  the  joint  lives  of  myself  and  my 
said  wife,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  us,  in  the  British 
Equitable  Assurance  Company,  for  the  sum  of  300/.,  when 
required  by  the  said  John  Rickett,"  &a 

Thirdly,  a  "  Memorandum  that  I,  Edward  Forman,  have 
this  day  borrowed  of  John  Rickett  the  sum  of  200/.,  and  have 
secured  the  repayment  thereof,  with  interest  afler  the  rate 
of  5L  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  my  promissory  note.  Now 
I  do  hereby  undertake  to  allow  to  the  said  John  Rickett, 
his  heirs,  &c.,  in  addition  to  the  said  interest,  the  further 
sum  of  ten  pounds  as  a  bonus  yearly  and  every  year  during 
so  long  a  time  as  the  said  principal  sum  of  200/.  shall 
remain  due  and  owing.** 

On  the  12th  of  April  the  defendant  requested  Forman 
to  give  a  bill  of  sale,  which  he  eventually  did.  It  was  in 
substance  as  follows : — "  Whereas  Edward  Forman  is  now 
indebted  to  the  said  J.  Rickett  in  211/.  15^.,  and  the  said 
Edward  Forman  hath  agreed  to  secure  the  repayment  thereof, 
and  also  of  any  further  monies  in  which  the  said  Edward  For- 


RiOKETT. 


HILARY   TERM,    22    VICT. 

man  may  hereafter  become  indebted  to  J.  Rickett,  in  man-        1869. 
ner  hereinafter  mentioned :  Now  this  indenture  witnesseth      ^^^^'^ 

Harris 

that  in  pursuance  of  the  said  agreement,  and  in  considera-  ^  »• 
tion  of  5s.,  &c.,  the  said  Edward  Forman  doth  by  these  pre- 
sents grant,  bargain,  sell  and  assign  to  the  said  J.  Rickett 
all  and  every  the  household  goods,  &c.,  furniture  and  effects 
now  being,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be,  in,  upon  or  about 
the  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  shop  and  premises  now 
occupied  by  the  said  E.  Forman,  and  situate  in  Wide  Bar- 
gate,  &c,  and  all  and  every  the  book  and  other  debts  &c. 
due  to  the  said  E.  Forman,  and  all  other  the  personal  estate 
whatsoever  of  or  to  which  the  said  E.  Forman  is  now,  or 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  so  long  as  any 
monies  shall  remain  due  and  payable  to  the  said  J.  Rickett, 
bis  executors  &c.  by  virtue  of  these  presents,  shall  be 
possessed,  with  full  powers,  &c.  Provided  nevertheless 
that  in  case  the  said  E.  Forman  shall  on  demand  pay  to 
the  said  J.  Rickett  the  said  sum  of  211/.  15^.,  &c.,  then 
these  presents  shall  be  absolutely  void,"  &c.  Possession 
was  taken  by  the  defendant  under  the  bill  of  sale  on  the 
17th  of  April,  and  on  the  21st  Forman  signed  a  declaration 
of  insolvency.  On  cross-examinationt  the  bankrupt  stated 
that  he  had  objected  to  give  a  bill  of  sale  because  it  would 
affect  his  credit ;  but  he  ultimately  admitted  that,  on  the 
17  th  of  February,  he  had  promised  to  give  a  bill  of  sale 
rather  than  that  the  defendant  should  lose  his  money.  The 
defendant,  and  two  witnesses  called  by  him,  stated  that  be- 
fore any  money  was  advanced  the  bankrupt  had  agreed  to 
give  a  bill  of  sale  whenever  he  was  called  upon  to  do  so. 

Upon  these  facts  the  learned  Judge  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
say  whether  when  the  money  was  advanced  the  bankrupt 
had  promised  to  give  a  bill  of  sale,  and  told  them  that 
if  they  thought  there  was  an  agreement  to  give  it  intended 
by  the  parties  to  be  binding,   they  should  find  for  the 

B  2 
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defendant ;  but,  if  not,  the  plaintiflUs  would  be  entided  to 
the  verdict.  The  jury  having  found  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant,  leave  was  reserved  to  the  plaintifis  to  move 
to  enter  a  verdict  for  them,  upon  the  grounds  that  the 
bill  of  sale  was  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  that  the 
verbal  promise  to  give  such  bill  of  sale  was  not,  under 
the  circumstances,  admissible  in  evidence  or  available  to 
prevent  the  bill  of  sale  from  operating  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy. 

Hayetj  Serjt,  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly, 

Macatday  shewed  cause  (a). — First,  it  was  not  found  as  a 
fact  by  the  jury  that  the  effect  of  this  transaction  was  to 
defeat  or  delay  creditors.  It  may  be  said  that  where  all  the 
property  of  a  bankrupt  is  assigned  to  secure  a  bygone  debt, 
such  is  the  necessary  effect  of  the  deed ;  but  it  is  otherwise 
where  the  assignment  is  in  consideration  of  an  advance  of 
money.  There  the  money  received  is  available  in  payment 
of  the  bankrupt's  debts.  In  such  case  it  lies  on  the  party 
desiring  to  impeach  the  assignment  to  shew  that  it  is 
fraudulent.  The  case  oi  Hutton  v.  CruttweU  {b)  shews  that 
where  an  assignment  is  executed  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
ment, the  assignor  at  the  time  of  the  agreement  having 
received  an  adequate  consideration,  the  assignment  will 
be  valid  though  executed  subsequently.  Graham  v.  Chap- 
man (c)  does  not  resemble  the  present  case,  because  there 
the  deed  gave  to  the  creditor  an  instant  right  to  seize 
everything,  including  the  sum  just  advanced.  As  to  the 
second  point,  there  is  nothing  in  the  giving  of  the  promis- 
sory note  and  the  two  agreements,  or  in  the  terms  of  those 
agreements,  inconsistent  with   the  original  agreement  to 

(a)  In  Michaelmas  Term,  Ko-      ChanneH,  B. 
vember  19.  Before  PoOoek,  C.  B.,  (b)  1  £.  &  B.  15. 

BramweUy  B.,    WaUan,  B.,  and         \c)  12  C.  B.  85. 
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give  a  bill  of  sale  when  required,  upon  the  fa^lh  of  which        1859. 
the  money  was  advanced. 


HayeSy  Seijt.,  and  Fields  in  support  of  the  rule. — The 
bill  of  sale  recites  an  existing  debt  due  from  the  bankrupt 
to  the  defendant,  and  is  an  assignment  of  all  the  bank- 
rupt's goods  to  satisfy  that  debt.  One  question,  therefore, 
is  whether  Uutton  v.  Cruttwell  (a)  was  rightly  decided. 
But  however  that  may  be,  in  that  case  it  was  found  as  a 
fact  that  the  assignment  waa  not  intended  to  defeat  and 
delay  creditors.  [BramwelU  B. — That  is  immaterial.  The 
Courts  have  held  that  the  intent  is  a  matter  of  law  under 
such  circumstances.  J  In  Hutton  v.  Cruttwell  (a)  there  was 
an  advance  and  an  agreement  to  give  a  bill  of  sale;  when 
the  bill  of  sale  was  given  according  to  this  stipulation,  the 
Court  held  that  its  effect  was  the  same  as  if  it  had  been 
executed  at  the  time  of  the  advance.  Here,  after  the  money 
was  advanced  and  the  agreement  entered  into,  viz.  on  the 
17th  of  February,  three  other  securities  were  given.  It  is 
not  found  that  this  was  done  in  pursuance  of  any  agreement. 
The  written  agreement  then  entered  into  with  respect  to 
the  assignment  of  the  policy  is  inconsistent  with  the  verbal 
agreement  sought  to  be  set  up.  Evidence  of  the  verbal 
agreement  that  the  whole,  and  not  merely  a  part,  of  the 
bankrupts  estate  was  to  be  assigned  would  vary  and  con- 
tradict the  written  instrument  Meres  v.  Ansell  (b)  is  an 
authority  that  such  evidence  is  not  admissible.  [^Bram- 
toellf  B. — It  does  not  appear  that  the  parties  intended  that 
the  written  agreement  of  the  17  th  of  February  should  be 
the  entire  agreement,  but  only  part  of  it.  An  agreement  to 
assign  part  is  not  inconsistent  with  an  agreement  to  assign 
the  whole  of  the  bankrupt's  property.]  Here  there  has  been 
something  more  than  a  specific  performance  of  the  verbal 

(a)  1  E.  &  B.  15.  (6)  3  Wils.  276. 
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1869.        agreement.     [Pollock,  C.  B. — This  case  might  perhaps  be 
^T""^^      compared  to  that  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  which,  if  handed 
»•  over  by  a  bankrupt  to  a  creditor  before  bankruptcy,  may  be 

indorsed  by  the  bankrupt  afterwards.  There,  however,  an 
equitable  interest  is  given  to  the  creditor  by  the  delivery  of 
the  bill,  and  the  assignees  take  nothing  but  that  which  the 
bankrupt  is  equitably  as  well  as  legally  entitled  to.]  The 
plaintiffs  represent  the  bankrupt,  and  are  bound  by  the 
admissions  which  would  have  bound  him.  [Bramtoell,  B. 
— The  assignees  are  claiming  adversely  to  the  bankrupt : 
why  should  they  be  bound  by  his  written  admission  ? — He 
referred  to  Rex  v.  Scammonden  (a).] 

Cur.  adv,  vult 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Pollock,  C.  B. — In  this  case  the  plaintiffs  sued  as  as- 
signees of  Forman,  a  bankrupt,  and  claimed  certain  goods 
and  chattels  as  such  assignees.  The  facts  were,  that  the 
bankrupt  had  executed  a  bill  of  sale  to  the  defendant  of 
the  property  in  question,  which,  however,  being  for  an 
antecedent  debt,  and  being  a  conveyance  of  all  the  bank- 
rupt's property,  was  prima  facie  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and 
therefore  void.  But  the  defendant  contended,  and  the 
jury  found,  that  at  the  time  of  the  loan  which  constituted 
the  debt,  it  had  been  agreed  between  the  bankrupt  and  the 
defendant  that  this  security  should  be  given.  If  so,  the 
case  of  Hutton  v.  CruttweU  is  an  authority  to  shew  that 
the  assignment  was  valid.  But  the  plaintiffs  contended 
that  it  was  not  open  to  the  defendant  to  prove  this,  or  that 
the  proof,  when  made,  was  unimportant.  The  facts  that 
gave  rise  to  the  contention  were  as  follows.  The  loan  was 
agreed  on,  and  the  jury  found  that,  at  the  time  of  the 

(a)  3  T.  R.  474. 
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agreement  for  the  loan  and  as  part  of  it,  it  was  agreed  that 
this  bill  of  sale  should  be  given.  The  giving  of  the  bill  of 
sale,  however,  was  postponed,  fix)m  the  bankrupt's  unwil- 
lingness to  have  it  registered ;  and  when  the  money  was 
actually  lent  three  documents  were  signed  by  the  bankrupt: 
first,  a  promissory  note;  secondly,  an  agreement  to  pay 
10/.  per  annum  as  bonus;  thirdly,  an  undertaking  to  give 
an  assignment  of  a  policy  of  insurance  and  some  other 
security,  not  mentioning  this  bill  of  sale.  It  was  therefore 
urged  that  thb  last  writing  was  all  that  bound  the  parties ; 
that  it  could  neither  be  added  to  nor  varied,  and  conse- 
quently there  was,  in  point  of  law,  no  antecedent  agreement 
to  give  the  bill  of  sale. 

To  this  argument  wc  do  not  assent  It  is  not  necessary 
to  say  whether  an  agreement  is  conclusive  between  any  but 
the  parties  to  it  and  those  who  claim  under  them,  nor 
whether  the  assignees  in  this  case  claimed  under  the  bank- 
rupt, nor  whether  the  rule  applies  when  fraud  or  illegality 
is  to  be  avoided ;  but  we  are  of  opinion  this  rule  should  be 
discharged,  on  the  ground  that  the  writing  does  not  con- 
tain,  and  was  not  intended  to  contain,  the  entire  obligation 
of  the  bankrupt 

The  jury  have  found  that  it  was  agreed  to  give  the  bill 
of  sale  ;  they  have  not  found,  nor  does  it  appear  to  us,  that 
the  writing  was  intended  to  contain  the  whole  agree- 
ment, and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  rule  relied  on  by  the 
plaintiils  only  applies  where  the  parties  to  an  agreement 
reduce  it  to  writing,  and  agree  or  intend  that  that  writing 
shall  be  their  agreement  The  rule  must  therefore  be 
discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 


1859. 
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Jan.  13.  The    National    Guaranteed    Manure    Company 

(Limited)  v.  Donald  and  Another. 

J.  HE  declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiffs  were  possessed 
of  certain  land  and  a  wheel  house  and  a  water  wheel,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  flow  of  a  cut  and  stream  of  water  for 
working   the  said   water   wheel;  and   the  defendants,  by 


A  Companj 
incorporated 
bj  act  of 
parliament  for 
the  purpoae 
of  making  and 
maintainiog  a 

baying  powers    wrongfully  raising  a  sluice,  diverted  the  water  of  the  cut 
to  take  water^    away  from  the  said  land  and  from  the  water  wheel  &c. 

for  the  purpose 
of  soppiying 
tbe  canal 
cannot  bj  oser 
acquire,  under 
tbe  2  &  3 
Wm.  4,  c.  71, 
s.  2,  a  pre- 
scriptiye  right 
to  take  tbe 
water  for  an? 

Anetulem^'t  ^^^  certain  cut.     The  defendants  were  the  owners  of  a  mill 

to  take  water 
to  fill  a  canal 
ceases  when 
tbe  canal  no 
longer  exists. 

Bj  59  Geo.  3, 
e.  xiii.,  a  Com- 
panj  was 
incorporated 

for  tbe  purpose  of  making  a  canal,  and  empowered  to  supply  the  canal  with  water  from  certain 
riyers.  In  1824  the  canal  Company  made  a  cut  and  erected  on  it  a  water  wheel  for  pumping 
water  into  the  canal.  The  canal  Company  occasionally  used  tbe  water  wheel  to  drive  a  bone 
crushing  mill.  In  1853  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.,  for  conyertiog  the  canal  into  a  railway,  after 
repealing  the  59  Geo.  3,  c.  xxii.,  reincorporated  the  Company  for  the  purpose  (inter  alia )  of 
making  the  railway.  By  section  10,  it  was  enacted  that  easements,  &c.,  vested  in  the  canal 
Company,  should  after  the  parsing.  &c.,  be  vested  in  the  Company  thereby  incorporated  for 
their  absolute  benefit.  By  section  1 1,  that  all  **  titles  by  possession  '*  acquired,  &c.,  by  the  canal 
Company  should  be  as  good  in  favour  of  tbe  Company  thereby  incorporated  as  the  same  were 
good  immediately  before  the  passing  of  that  Act  in  favour  of  the  canal  Company.**  Tbe  83rd 
section  provided,  that  in  case  any  of  the  works,  &c.,  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  should  in 
consequence  of  the  stopping  up  of  the  canal  be  no  longer  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  the 
works  which  should  be  no  longer  required  might  be  suld  by  tbe  Company  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1R45,  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  superfluous  lands.  Tbe 
canal  having  been  stopped  up  and  converted  into  a  railway: — Held,  that  on  the  conversion 
of  the  canal  into  a  railway  the  right  of  the  Company  to  the  flow  of  water  in  the  cut  for  driving 
the  wheel  ceased,  and  that  the  railway  Company  could  not  convey  to  a  purchaser  any  right  to 
such  flow. 


Pleas  (inter  alia): — Thirdly,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not 
entitled  to  the  flow  of  the  said  stream  of  water. — Issue 
thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin^  B.,  at  the  last  Carlisle  Summer 
Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  by  the 
plaintiffs  for  the  diversion  by  the  defendants  of  the  waters 


called  the  Willow  Holme  Mill,  situate  on  the  Little  Caldew, 
a  diversion  of  the  river  Caldew,  and  which  fell  again  into  the 
Caldew.  In  1819  an  Act  was  passed  (59  Geo.  3,  c.  xiii.) 
''for  making  and  maintaining  a  navigable  canal  from  or 
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near  the  city  of  Carlisle  to  the  Solway  Frith,**  &c.  (a).     In        1359. 
1824  the  canal  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining     ^^j^ 
water  for  the  canal,  made  a  cut  or  channel  about  a  thousand    Guaeahteed 
yards  in  length  from  the  mill  race  below  the  defendants 
mill  to  the  river  Eden,  and  set  up  a  wheel  to  pump  water 
into  the  canal  fix)m  the  Eden  at  the  point  where  the  cut 
communicated  with  that  river.     They  let  the  water  wheel 
at  intervals  to  drive  a  bone  crushing  mill,  but  continued  to 
use  it  occasionally  to  pump  water  into  the  canal.     For  the 


COMPAMT 

p. 
Donald. 


(a)  The  Act  recites  that  the 
making  and  maintaining  of  a  canal 
for  the  naTigation  of  boats,  &c., 
from  or  near  the  city  of  Carlisle 
to  the  Solway  Frith,  would  be 
of  great  public  utility,  and  that 
the  several  persons  thereinafter 
named  were  ^  desirous  of  being 
united  into  a  Company  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  purposes  afore- 
said ;**  and  enacts  that  the  several 
persons,  &c,  ^  shall  be  and  they 
are  hereby  united  into  a  Company 
for  the  making,  completing,  main- 
taining and  carrying  on  the  said 
intended  canal  and  other  works 
hereby  authorized  to  be  made 
according  to  the  rules,  orders  and 
directions  hereinafter  expressed; 
and  for  that  purpose  are  and 
shall  be  one  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, by  the  name  and  style  of 
*The  Carlisle  Canal  Company,* 
&c. ;  and  also  shall  and  may  have 
power  and  authority  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act  to 
purchase  in  manner  by  this  Act 
directed  lands,  &c.,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  undertaking  and  for  the 
several  works,  &c.,  without  in- 
curring any  of  the  penalties  or 
forfeitures  of  the  statutes  of  mort- 


main." Sect.  2  empowered  the 
Company  to  make  the  canal,  **  and 
also  to  supply  the  said  intended 
canal  at  all  times  for  ever,  while 
making  and  after  the  same  shall 
be  made,  with  water  from  the 
river  Eden  at  or  near  the  place 
marked  with  the  letter  (C)  upon 
the  said  map  or  plan,  and  also 
from  the  river  Caldew  at  or  near 
the  place  marked  with  the  letter 
(D),  from  all  such  other  brooks, 
springs,  streams,  &c.,  near  to  the 
said  canal,  &c.,  and  also  to  make 
water  wheels,  &c.,  for  supplying 
the  said  canal  with  water. 

Sect.  7.  **  Nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  extend  to  authorize 
or  empower  the  said  canal  Com- 
pany, in  the  execution  of  this  Act, 
to  take  any  of  the  mills  situate 
in,  upon,  or  near  to  the  line  of  the 
said  intended  canal,  or  the  water 
in  the  brooks,  streams,  or  rivulets 
supplying  the  same,  or  any  of  them, 
without  the  consent  in  writing  of 
the  owner,  &c.,  except  (inter 
alia)  the  mill  situate  at  Willow 
Holme,  &o.,  belonging  or  reputed 
to  belong  to  William  Donald, 
with  their  appurtenances. 
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Company 
Donald. 


1859.  purpose  of  maintaining  the  water  in  the  cut  at  a  sufficient 
National  ^^^g^^^  ^o  drive  this  wheel,  they  erected  a  sluice  below  the 
^  Manu"^''  defendants'  mill  to  prevent  the  water  in  the  mill  race  from 
falling  into  the  Caldew.  When  this  sluice  was  down  the  effect 
was  to  dam  back  the  water  on  the  defendants*  water  wheel. 
In  1853  an  Act  was  passed  (16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.)  "  to  autho- 
rize the  abandonment  of  the  Carlisle  Canal,  and  the  making 
of  a  railway  in  lieu  thereof  from  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
and  Carlisle  Railway  at  Carlisle  to  Port  Carlisle,  to  repeal 
the  Acts  relating  to  the  Carlisle  Railway  and  Docks,  and 
to  reincorporate  the  Company,"  &c.  (a).     After  the  passing 


(a)  The  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix. 
after  reciting  (inter  alia)  the 
59  Greo.  3,  c.  xiii. ;  that  the  Com- 
pany had  made  and  completed  the 
canal ;  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  Ix., 
*^An  Act  to  enable  the  Carlisle 
Canal  Company  to  make  a  dock 
or  docks  at  Port  Carlisle,*'  &:c. ; 
that  the  Company  had  constructed 
a  dock,  &c. ;  and  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  proprietors  and 
mortgagees  of  the  said  canal  and 
dock  and  also  to  the  public,  if 
the  said  canal  were  converted 
into  a  railway,  &c. ;  and  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  line  and 
lands  of  the  said  canal  can  be  used 
for  the  site  of  the  said  railway, 
&c. ;  and  that  for  effectuating  the 
objects  and  purposes  aforesaid,  &c., 
it  is  expedient  that  further  powers 
should  be  granted  to  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  same  could  be  most 
conveniently  effected  if  the  said 
recited  Acts  were  repealed  and 
the  Company  reincorporated,  &c., 
by  section  2  repealed  the  recited 
Acts,  and  enacted  by  s.  3,  ^  that 
the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act,   1845,  &c.,   shall   be   incor- 


porated with  and  form  part  of 
this  Act."  By  s.  6,  that  the  several 
persons,  &c.,  "  shall  be  united  into 
a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  and  working  the 
docks,  &c. ;  and  also,  until  the 
same  shall  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  railway  authorized 
by  this  Act,  of  maintaining  and 
working  the  canal  and  works 
made  under  the  authority  of  the 
Canal  Act ;  and  also  of  making, 
maintaining  and  working  the  rail- 
way and  works  by  this  Act  au- 
thorized and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid ;"  such  persons,  &c., 
shall  be  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Port  Carlisle  Dock  and 
Railway  Company,'*  and  by 
that  name  shall  be  a  body 
corporate  and  have  a  common 
seal  with  perpetual  succession, 
and  shall  have  power  to  purchase, 
hold,  sell  and  dispose  of  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  under- 
taking so  vested  in  them  or  autho- 
rized by  this  Act,"  &c.  By  sect.  10, 
**  All  the  docks,  basins,  &c.,  cuts, 
reservoirs,  &c.,  tenements,  rights, 
powers,    privileges,    exemptions, 
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of  the  last  mentioned  Act  the  canal  ceased  to  be  used  as  a       1859. 
canal  and  was  converted  into  a  railway  under  the  powers      ^''^'^^ 

.  .  National 

of  the  Act,  except  a  small  portion  of  it  at  Port  Carlisle ;  Guabantkbd 

,  -  ,  Manukb 

but  that  portion  was  not  supplied  by  the  pump.  In  No- 
vember, 1857,  the  Port  Carlisle  Dock  and  Railway  Com- 
pany granted  a  lease  to  the  plaintifis  for  twenty-one  years 
of  ''the  erection  or  building  formerly  used  as  a  steam 
pumping  engine  and  boiler  house,  with  the  chimney  be- 
longing thereto,  and  the  other  erections  and  buildings  used 
or  occupied  as  a  whe^l  hou^  erected  and  built  thereon, 
&c. ;  together  with  all  such  right  and  liberty  of  watercourse 
as  the  said  Port  Carlisle  Dock  and  Railway  Company  is 
now  entitled  to  in,  through,  over  and  along  the  cut  or 
channel  of  the  said  Dock  and  Railway  Company  made  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  water  from  a  certain  dam  or  mill 


easements,  hereditament!  and  real 
estate  what8oeYer,and  the  benefit 
of  all  contracts,  &c.,  which  were 
respectively  vested  in  or  belong- 
ed to  the  Company  incorporated 
by  the  Canal  Act  immediately 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
&C.,  shall  afler  the  passing  of 
this  Act  be  well  and  efiectually 
vested  in  and  belong  to  the  Com- 
pany hereby  incorporated  for  their 
absolute  benefit.** 

Sect.  11.  All  "  grants,"  "titles 
by  possession  and  otherwise,**  &:c., 
acquired,  obtained,  &c.,  by  "  the 
Company  incorporated  by  the 
Canal  Act,  shall  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  be  as  good,  valid 
and  cfiectual  upon  or  in  favour  of, 
&C.,  the  Company  hereby  incor- 
porated, as  the  same  respectively 
were  good,  valid  and  effectual 
immediately  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act**  in  favour  of  "  the  Com- 
pany incorporated  by  the  Canal 


Act;  and  the  Company  hereby 
incorporated  shall  be  considered 
as  identical  with  the  Company 
incorporated  by  the  Canal  Act  in 
reference  to  all  such  matters,**  &c. 
Section  83.  "  In  case  any  por- 
tions of  the  canal  navigation,  or 
of  the  reservoirs,  lands  or  works 
used  therewith  or  for  the  pur- 
poses thereof  or  belonging  to  the 
Company,  shall  in  consequence  of 
the  making  of  the  said  railway  or 
of  stopping  up  the  said  canal  or 
any  part  thereof  be  no  longer  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act ;  then,  &c.,  the  lands,  or  the 
site  or  portion  of  the  said  canal 
or  reservoir,  and  works  which 
shall  be  so  stopped  up  or  no  longer 
required  by  the  Company,  may 
be  sold  by  the  Company  in  the 
manner  provided  by  "  The  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,** 
with  respect  to  the  sale  of  super- 
fluous lands,  &c. 
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1869.        race  &c.  to  the  premises  hereby  demised;  together  with 
^"^"'"'^^      all  and  singular  other  ways  &c.,  watercourses,  easements, 
Guaranteed  privileges,  profits,  &c. :  Except  and  always  reserved  out  of 
CoMPAMT      this  demise  unto  the  said  Port  Carlisle  Dock  and  Railway 
Donald.      Company,  their  successors  and  assigns,  a  concurrent  right 
to  use  the  water  flowing  along  the  said  cut,  &c.,  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  or  diminish  the  use  of  the  said  water"  to 
the  plaintiffs.     From   1857  till  June,   1858,  the  plaintiffs 
were  in  possession  and  used  the  water  wheel  so  leased  to 
them  for  their  works.     But  on  the  14th  of  June  the  de- 
fendants raised  the  sluice  and  let  off  the  water  into  the 
Caidew,   thereby  stopping  the  working  of  the  plaintiffs' 
mill.    At  that  time  the  water  was  backed  up  and  interfered 
with  the  working  of  the  defendants*  mill. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  learned  Judge  intimated  his  opi- 
nion that  the  canal  Company  had  no  right,  under  the 
59  Geo.  3,  c.  xiii.,  in  getting  water  from  the  Eden  or  the 
Caidew,  to  back  the  water  on  the  defendants*  mill.  And 
he  asked  the  jury :  first,  whether  they  believed  that  the 
sluice  was  raised  to  enable  the  defendants  to  work  their 
mill  more  efficiently  by  getting  rid  of  the  backwater. 
Secondly,  whether  the  Company  had  abandoned  the  canal. 
The  jury  having  found  these  questions  in  the  affirmative, 
the  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendants, 
reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiffs  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict 
for  them. 

Edward  James  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the  third  plea,  on  the  ground 
that  through  the  railway  Company  the  plaintiffs  were  en- 
titled to  the  right  alleged  under  the  acts  of  parliament  or 
by  user. 

Temple  and  Udall  now  shewed  cause. — Fii-st,  at  common 
law  the  defendants  had  a  right  to  get  rid  of  the  backwater 
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below  their  mill,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  59  Geo.  3, 
c  xiii.  to  prevent  them  from  exercising  such  right.  It  was 
not  shewn  that  they  were  restrained  bj  anj  contract  made 
with  the  Carlisle  Canal  Company,  or  that  they  ever  re- 
ceived compensation  for  the  surrender  of  such  right.  The 
2nd  section,  which  empowered  the  Carlisle  Canal  Com- 
pany to  take  water  from  the  Eden  and  the  Caldew,  does  not 
affect  it.  The  plaintifls  have  only  the  same  right  to  deal 
with  the  cut  that  they  would  have  had  at  common  law. 
Secondly,  whatever  right  the  canal  Company  may  have  had 
under  the  59  Geo.  3,  c.  xiii.,  such  right  has  not  devolved 
on  the  plaintifis.  The  powers  given  to  the  canal  Company 
by  that  Act  were  conferred  on  them  for  the  purposes  of 
the  canal,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  pre- 
amble of  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.  shews  that  the  object 
of  that  Act  was  that  the  canal  should  be  converted  into  a 
railway.  The  10th  section  may  be  relied  on  as  shewing  that 
the  Port  Carlisle  Dock  and  Railway  Company  have  become 
entitled  to  all  easements  which  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  that  Act  were  vested  in  the  canal  Company.  But,  by 
the  11th  section,  such  easements  are  to  be  ^^as  good,  valid 
and  effectual  in  favour  of  the  Company  thereby  incorpo- 
rated as  the  same  respectively  were  good,  valid  and 
effectual  immediately  before  the  passing  of  that  Act  in 
favour  of  the  Company  incorporated  by  the  Canal  Act,** 
and  the  Company  is  to  be  considered  as  identical  with  the 
canal  Company  in  reference  to  all  such  matters.  There- 
fore, assuming  that  the  canal  Company  had  a  right  to  use 
the  water  in  the  cut  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal,  and  in 
so  doing  to  back  up  the  water  against  the  defendants'  wheel, 
inasmuch  as  the  railway  Company  only  had  the  right  which 
the  canal  Company  had,  they  could  not  exercise  it  for  any 
other  purpose.  Thirdly,  the  power  in  the  83rd  section  of 
the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.  to  sell  any  portion  of  the  works 


1859. 

National 
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Manurb 

COMPAHT 
9. 

Donald. 


14  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

1859.        "8®d  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  did  not  enable  the  rail- 

^^""^    '      way  Company  to  sell  a  right  which  they  did  not  possess. 

Guaranteed   There  is  no  power  to  lease,  and  the  Company  did  not  sell 
Manure 

Ck)jiPANT  under  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  s.  127.  Fourthly,  it  is  said 
Donald.  that,  under  the  2  &  3  Wm.  4,  c.  71,  s.  2,  the  plaintiffs  and 
their  predecessors  had  acquired  a  prescriptive  right  to  back 
the  water  on  the  defendants  by  twenty  years'  enjoyment 
as  of  right.  But  the  easement  was  enjoyed  by  the  canal 
Company  for  a  particular  purpose  of  public  utility ;  namely 
for  filling  the  canal.  The  canal  Company  never  acquired, 
and  therefore  could  not  give  as  against  the  defendants,  a 
right  for  any  other  purpose.  [PoUockj  C.  B. — There  is  a 
peculiarity  in  the  case  of  a  corporation  created  by  act  of 
parliament.  It  exists  only  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
created.  For  instance,  if  a  canal  Company  have  a  quan- 
tity of  water  which  they  do  not  want,  they  cannot  convert 
themselves  into  millers :  such  a  corporation  cannot  acquire 
by  twenty  years'  enjoyment  the  rights  which  a  corporation 
created  by  charter  or  existing  by  prescription  is  capable  of 
acquiring  under  the  Prescription  Act.]  The  Rochdale 
Canal  Company  v.  RadcUffe  (a)  shews  that  a  right  by  pre- 
scription cannot  be  gained  where,  if  the  right  had  been 
granted  by  deed,  the  deed  would  have  been  ultra  vires  and 
void. 

Edward  James  and  T,  Jones^  in  support  of  the  rule. — 
The  Carlisle  Canal  Company  had  full  authority  to  take  the 
water  from  the  mill.  If  the  works  erected  for  that  purpose 
caused  backwater,  the  canal  Company  had  power  to  make 
compensation,  and  it  must  be  presumed  that  they  did  so. 
The  canal  Company  being  in  possession  of  an  easement, 
by  the  10th  section  of  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.  the  ease- 
ment became  vested  in  the  Company  incorporated  by  that 

(a)  18  Q.  B.  287. 
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Act  **for  their  absolute  benefit,"  The  entire  interest  of  1859. 
the  canal  Company  in  the  waler  passed  to  the  railway  j^*^^'^*^ 
Company.  [Martin^  B.  —Your  argument  amounts  to  this,  Gdabamtbkd 
that  if  the  canal  was  abandoned  the  railway  Company  Compamt 
might  take  the  water  and  supply  the  city  of  Carlisle  with  Dohald. 
it.]  The  easement  of  taking  the  water  was  held  by  the 
canal  Company  as  a  matter  of  property.  [Channettf  B. — 
Suppose  the  Company,  having  paid  a  compensation  for  the 
water,  possessed  such  an  easement,  and  suppose  that  the  right 
vested  in  the  canal  Company  had  passed  under  the  section 
in  question  to  the  railway  Company  and  vested  in  them 
for  the  purpose  of  sale ;  unless  it  is  shewn  that  the  railway 
Company  had  it  for  the  purpose  not  merely  of  selling  it 
under  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  but  of  deal* 
ing  with  it  in  any  other  way,  the  plaintiffs  have  no 
title  to  the  water.]  Section  83  indicates  that  whatever 
the  canal  Company  had  acquired  was  to  belong  to  the 
railway  Company,  for  whatever  purpose  it  might  be  re* 
quired.  [ChafmeUf  B. — If  the  right  is  preserved  it  must 
be  enlarged  by  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.  That  is  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  83rd  section.]  It  is  as  reasonable  that 
the  railway  Company  should  become  entitled  to  this  valu- 
able right  to  the  use  of  water  as  that  they  should  retain  a  ^ 
property  in  the  site  of  the  canal  after  the  canal  ceased  to 
be  used.  [Martin^  6. — This  was  a  right  to  take  water  for 
the  purpose  of  a  canal :  when  the  canal  was  abandoned  the 
easement  was  gone.]  As  to  the  claim  by  prescription,  it 
appears  that  the  water  in  the  cut  had  been  used  by  the 
canal  Company  for  the  purpose  of  bone  crushing  for  twenty 
years.  [Martin,  6. — By  the  2nd  section  of  the  2  &  3 
Wm.  4,  c.  71,  though  no  way  or  other  easement  is  to  be 
'^  defeated  or  destroyed  by  shewing  that  such  way  or  other 
matter  was  first  enjoyed  at  any  time  prior  to  the  period  of 
twenty  years,  nevertheless  such  claim  may  be  defeated  in 


aoT  ocber  wax  in  which  the  s&ime '  wa*  LeNirc  that  statDte 
^  ''Inbte  to  be  def«ac€<L~     The  old  law  as  to  prescripcion 

^ivxM.xxrwmn  tfaetefere  remains  intact,  except  that  oser  maj  be  proTcd 
C«>MVA3T      hj  CTidence  of  en^jmeat  fix  twentr  jearsL* 


IMv-AUk 


Pollock.  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opcnioa  that  the  role 
moft  be  dscfaacged.  The  pEaindfi  are  the  leasees  of  the 
raflwaj  Companj,  and  claim  onder  their  lease  a  right 
which,  as  chej  aQege.  entitles  them  to  do  an  act  which  k 
injurious  to  the  de&odancs.  The  qiMstioa  is^  whether  the 
railwaj  Companj  possesKd  this  right.  I  think  that  thej 
£d  noc  The  railwaT  Companj  aioee  oat  of  a  pre^ioaslT 
ezBticg  canal  (.'omponj.  The  canal  CompanT  had  a  right 
to  take  water  fior  the  canal ;  bot  the  canal  had  i-estsed  to 
exist ;  there^ire  the  ri^t  of  the  canal  CompanT  had  also 
coBcd.  I  agree  with  mj  brother  Jlartokf  that  if  an  ease- 
ment &r  a  porticnlar  porpoae  is  granted,  when  that  parpcee 
no  lorger  exists  there  »  an  end  of  the  easemenL  Had  oor 
attentioQ  been  caCed  to  the  case  of  The  Baehtiaie  Otmal 
Cmmpawof  t.  Badefaffe  ( aj  probablj  the  rale  woald  not  hare 
been  granted.  That  case  is  a  direct  authoritj  that  a  pariia- 
mentarr  corporation  is  a  corporation  ix  those  pnrposes 
cmlj  &r  which  it  has  been  estabCsfaed  bj  parliament,  and 
has  DO  existence  for  anj  other  porpose,  and  that  whatever 
m  done  bejond  the  scope  of  such  porpoee  is  ultra  rires 
and  tokL  It  was  urged  that  an  easement  was  acquired 
br  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  for  tweotj  jearsw  Bat  it 
win  tarn  oot  that  no  r^ht  was  confrrred  bj  soch  enjojment. 
Prescripcioa  stands  in  the  place  o(  a  grant,  and  the  railwaj 
Companj  coold  not  hate  taken  bj  waj  of  grant  the  powers 
which  thej  profased  to  demise  to  the  plaintt&  The 
lOth  section  of  the  16  &  17  Tict.  c  cxix^  was  relied  oo 

(c>  I»Q.  BL3S7. 
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as  shewing  that  the  easement  was  to  vest  in  the  railway        1869. 
Company  for  their  absolute  benefit     But  this  easement     jj^^^ 
was  incident  to  the  canal,  and  when  the  canal  ceased   to   Guaranteed 

Mamusb 

exist  the  easement  altogether  ceased ;  therefore  the  verdict      Compaut 
on  the  third  plea  was  right.  Domald. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  clear 
that  if  the  canal  Company  had  power  to  take  water  from 
the  Little  Caldew  for  feeding  their  canal,  they  had  no 
power  to  erect  a  fence  so  as  to  throw  the  defendant's 
mill  into  backwater.  Still  less  had  the  railway  Company 
such  power  when  the  purpose  for  which  the  canal  Com- 
pany took  the  water  was  at  an  end.  Much  less  could  the 
railway  Company  confer  such  right  on  the  plaintifis.  The 
right  really  was  to  take  water  from  the  Caldew.  That 
would  increase  the  fall  for  the  defendants'  mill  wheel,  and 
it  was  never  contemplated  that  the  water  should  be  thrown 
back  on  the  wheel. 

Channell,  B.— This  was  an  application  to  enter  a 
▼erdict  on  the  third  plea.  The  declaration  alleges  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  the  flow  of  a  stream  for  working 
a  water  wheel.  The  third  plea  traverses  the  right  of  the 
plaintiffs  to  the  flow  of  the  stream.  The  plaintiffs  have  to 
make  out  their  title  to  the  water.  If  we  look  at  this  ques- 
tion as  depending  upon  the  statutes,  we  find  that  the 
canal  Company  were  entitled  to  take  the  water  of  the 
Caldew  to  supply  the  canal ;  though  I  question  whether 
they  had  a  right  to  take  it  so  as  to  throw  the  defendants' 
mill  into  backwater.  It  is  not  necessary  however  to  decide 
that  point.  It  may  be  that  they  had  such  right  on  making 
compensation :  but  they  had  no  power  to  take  the  water 
except  to  supply  the  canal.  The  easement  was  not  in 
perpetuity,  but  only  commensurate  with  the  existence  of 
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1969.        the  emuL     By  the  l^  &  17  Vkt.  e.  czix^  due  Compmy 
_~^  cheiebf  mcuiuuntfed  vcxe  ancfaamBd  to  cmrviat  tne 


<^AAAjTxsxi    inijo  a  raflway  md  Co  ifeyMg  of  die  prmicrif  of  the 
Camgjksr      Compcaj  not  wwDtml  6r  the  par^uut  of  die  railwaj.     It 
IViKuai.       was  sud  dxat  die  ri^it  of  die  canal  Coiin»iify  wfaxch.  belbre 

Gmitedy  was  enlarged  bj  diis  Act,  and  diaC  die 
caatmiiedy  dioo^  die  ptfrpose  fer  wfaiciL  it  wa 
jirved  oo  longer  existed.  Ic  woaLd  refjoire  ttian^  lanpaa^ 
to  indaee  mm  to  aeoede  to  Aat  ancomenc  As  to  die 
eiridenee  of  aaer,  I  agree  widi  die  ofaanmadoos  of  die  Lord 
OnefBeoo.  Tbe  aBeged  ri^  was  one  wfakb  d&e 
poeadoo  bad  no  power  to  take  by  grant.  A 
created  fac  a  Ganted  porpoae  lias  no  powiv  or 
csEcepc  for  diat  porpoae.  The  aodioricy  of  die  caae  of  the 
RaMLalm  Ctmml  Cmmpaay  t.  Badc^^ia)  a^jyeais  coadaaTe 
on  diat  point. 

yiAXTTMy  B.—  I  dioo^it  when,  die  jnrr  fixmd  diat  die 
canal  was  abandoned  diere  was  an  end  of  die  case.  I 
dosbc  wfaedier  what  die  canal  Compan  j  did  in  taking  tiiis 
water  was  not  altogetber  iIIegaL  The  S9  GeoL  Zy  c  xiiL, 
&.  %  empowered  the  canal  Companj  to  snpplj  the  o^g^al 
with  water  ftom  the  river  Caldew  at  a  particiiiar  place. 
The  caae  was  aigoed  aa  if  die  Companj  had  pow^  to 
take  water  from  the  point  at  which  thej  did  take  it.  No 
icaerfoir  waa  made,  but  die  water  of  the  Little  Caldew  was 
taiken  for  pm  poses  altogether  ddEerent  from  those  mentioaed 
in  the  Act.  The  canal  Compuij  profaabl;  had  no  right  to 
Atov  the  phBntz&'  mill  into  backwater.  We  need  not  how. 
ever  discnas  that.  The  cot  was  made,  and  oaed  for  manT 
jeaia.  Then  caaK  the  16  &  17  Vict,  c  carx,  whicfa^  bj 
ffy»£r«i  10,  gave  all  eaaeinencs  poffiessed  bv  the  canal  Com- 
pany to  the  nulwaj  Company.  This  easement  was  to  take 
for  the  canal,  and  when  the  canal  ceased  to  eut 

(a)  I»  Q.  &  2S7. 


Donald. 
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the  easement  ceased  with   it.     It  is  said   that   we  may        1859. 
assume  that  the  user  of  the  water  by  the  canal  Company      ^-^^r^-' 

•^  '^  •'       National 

and  their  tenants  of  the  mill  on  the  Eden  was  unlawful,  and    Guabantbid 

that  a  right  was  thereby  acquired.     I  do  not  mean  to  give      Company 

a  positive  opinion,  but  I  think  that  when  a  certain  right 

is  given  to  a  corporation  created  by  act  of  parliament,  the 

right  of  the  Company  is  limited  to  that  given  by  the  Act» 

and  that  such  Company  cannot  acquire  a  larger  right  under 

the  Prescription  Act     The  Prescription  Act  was  intended 

to  prevent  old  rights  from  being  defeated  by  proof  that 

they  could  not  by  possibility  have  existed  at  the  period  of 

legal  memory.     Here  the  rights  of  the  canal  Company 

are  defined  by  act  of  parliament 

Rule  discharged. 


Thb  Attornet  General  v.  Baker  and  Platt. 


Jam,  21. 


T 


HIS  was  an  information  by  the  Attorney  General  for  Upon  an 

iniormation  by 

Succession  Duty  payable  by  the  defendants  as  trustees  of  the  Attorney 

General  to 
recover 
■ueeewion  dnty,  payable  m  respect  of  the  succession  of  one  E.  to  a  sum  of  2000iL  derived  from 
W.  P.  as  predecessor,  a  special  verdict  was  fonnd,  which  stated  that  J.  P.  died  intestate  leaving 
W.  P.,  his  brother;  and  A.  S.,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  S.,  claimed  to  be  a  daughter  of  a  sister  of  J.  P. 
That  by  indenture,  reciting  that  letters  of  administration  had  been  granted  to  W.  P.,  and  in 
order  to  obviate  any  doubts  or  differences  which  might  arise  touching  any  share  which  J.  U.  S. 
or  A.  8.  might  be  entitled  to  in  the  personal  effects  of  J.  P.,  W.  P.  bad  proposed  and  agreed 
on  baring  a  general  release  from  J.  fl.  S.  and  A.  S.  to  transfer  30,000/.  to  be  settled  upon 
trusts  for  J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.  and  the  children  of  their  marriage,  to  which  proposal  J.  H.  S.  and 

A.  S.  bad  consented  and  agreed ;  that  the  sum  of  30,000/.  had  been  directed  to  be  transferred 
to  trustees  by  W.  P.,  and  that  J.  H.  S  and  A.  S.  had  that  day  executed  a  general  release  to 
W.  P.  of  all  claims  against  him  as  administrator  of  J.  P.  or  otherwise ;  it  was  declared  that 

B.  and  O.  should  stand  possessed  of  the  30,000/.  in  trust  to  pay  the  interest  to  J.  H.  8.  for  life, 
and  after  his  death  to  A.  S.  for  her  life,  and  after  the  death  of  the  survivor,  if  there  should  be 
an  only  child  in  trust  for  such  child,  and  if  there  should  be  two  or  more  children  in  trust  for 
sncfa  children  in  such  shares  as  J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.,  or  the  survivor,  should  appoint ;  and  in  case 
no  child  should  live  to  attain  a  vested  interest  in  trust  for  the  survivor  of  J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S. 
absolutely.  Contemporaneously  with  the  indenture  a  release  was  executed  by  J.  H.  S  and 
A.  S.  to  W.  P.  There  were  ten  children  of  the  marriage,  and  J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.  having 
appointed  a  sum  of  2000/.  to  E.  one  of  such  children,  J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.  died  in  or  before 
March  1854. — Ifeldt  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  judgment,  because  it  could  not  be 
inferred  that  W.  P.  was  either  the  sole  predecessor  of  E.  within  the  meaning  of  s.  2,  or  a  joint 
predecessor  within  the  meaning  of  s.  13.    Dubitante  Chamneli,  B. 

Per  Waimm,  B.  that  J.  H.  8.  and  A.  8.  were  the  settlors. 

C  2 
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1859.        ft  certain  settlement,  in  respect  of  the  succession  of  one 
^"'^'^"^      E.  Pieott.  described  as  a  stranger  in  blood   to  Wadham 

Attorney  o      '  o 

General  Pigolt  and  John  Pigott,  to  the  sum  of  2000/.,  such  duty 
Baker.  being  calculated  at  the  rate  of  10/.  per  cent  per  annum 
upon  the  value  thereof,  and  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
200/.  The  first  count  alleged  that  though  the  defendants 
had  paid  20i,  parcel  thereof  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue,  yet  they  had  not  paid  the  residue  of  the 
monies  claimed.  Second  count. — That  the  defendants  are 
indebted  to  her  Majesty  in  the  sum  of  500/.  for  certain 
other  duties  under  the  management  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue ;  and  in  the  further  sum  of  500/.  for 
money  had  and  received  to  the  use  of  her  Majesty,  and  for 
money  found  to  be  due  from  them  to  her  Majesty  for  divers 
accountings,  &c.     Plea. — Not  indebted. 

A  special  verdict  was  taken  by  consent,  which  was  in 
substance  as  follows : — 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1816,  John  Pigott  died 
intestate,  possessed  of  personal  estate  and  effects  exceeding 
SOftOOL  and  leaving  his  brother  Wadham  Pigott;  and  one 
Ann  Smyth,  the  wife  of  John  Hugh  Smyth,  claimed  to  be 
a  daughter  of  a  sister  of  the  said  John  Pigott  and  Wadham 
Pigott. 

On  the  12th  day  of  April,  1817,  a  certain  indenture  was 
made  by  and  between  the  said  Wadham  Pigott  of  the  first 
part,  John  Htigh  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  of  the  second 
part,  and  Jeremiah  Osborne  and  the  defendant  John  Baker 
of  the  third  part.  And  by  the  said  indenture,  after 
reciting,  as  the  facts  were,  that  John  Pigott,  the  brother  of 
Wadham  Pigott,  had  lately  died  intestate,  and  that  letters 
of  administration  of  his  goods,  chattels  and  credits,  had 
been  duly  granted  to  Wadham  Pigott ;  and  that  in  order 
to  obviate  and  prevent  any  doubts  or  differences  which 
might  arise  between  the  parties  thereto  of  the  first  and 
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second  parts,  touching  or  concerning  any  rights,  shares,  or        1859. 
interests  of  and  in  the  personal  estate  and  effects  of  John       **'*'"''     ' 

'  ^  Attorney 

Pigott  deceased,  which  Ann  Smyth  or  J.  H.  Smyth,  in  Gkkebal 
right  of  Ann  Smyth,  or  in  any  other  right  or  capacity,  had,  Baker. 
or  might  have,  or  be  entitled  unto,  or  set  up,  or  claim 
against  Wadham  Pigott  in  respect  thereof;  Wadham  Pigott 
had  proposed  and  agreed,  upon  having  a  general  release, 
from  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  of  all  such  claims  and 
demands,  to  transfer  the  sum  of  30,000/.,  AL  per  cent.  Con- 
solidated Bank  Annuities,  in  the  books  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  into  the  names  of 
trustees,  to  be  settled  upon  the  trusts,  for  the  benefit  of 
J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  and  the  children  of  their 
marriage,  thereinafter  declared ;  to  which  proposal  J.  H. 
Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  had  consented  and  agreed ;  and 
that  the  said  sum  of  30,000/.,  Bank  Annuities,  had  been 
directed  to  be  transferred  by  Wadham  Pigott  into  the 
names  of  J.  Osborne  and  J,  Baker,  the  trustees  chosen  and 
appointed  for  the  ptirposes  aforesaid :  And  that  J.  H. 
Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  had  that  day  executed  to  Wadham 
Pigott  a  release  of  all  claim  and  demand  which  they  or 
either  of  them  had,  or  could  or  might  hereafter  have, 
against  Wadham  Pigott,  as  administrator  of  John  Pigott 
deceased  as  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  however,  touching,  or 
concerning  the  personal  estate  and  effects  of  John  Pigott 
deceased,  or  of  his,  Wadham  Pigotfs,  having  obtained 
letters  of  administration  thereto,  or  by  reason  of  any  other 
matter,  cause,  or  thing,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
until  the  day  of  the  said  indenture :  It  was  declared  that 
J.  Osborne  and  J.  Baker  should  stand  possessed  of,  and 
interested  in  the  said  sum  of  30,000/.,  and  the  interest,  &c., 
upon  the  trusts  following,  namely,  upon  trust  to  pay  such 
interest,  &c.  to  J.  H.  Smyth  and  his  assigns  for  his  own 
use  during  his  life,  aud  after  his  death  to  pay  the  same 
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1859.        ^o  A""  Smyth  and  her  assigns,  for  her  own  use  during 
["'^^^'^^      her  life,  and  after  the  death  of  both  of  them  J.  H.  Smyth 

Attorney  "^ 

General      and  Ann  his  wife,  then  upon  trust,  that  they,  J.  Osborne 

Bajleb.  and  J.  Baker,  should  stand  possessed  of  the  said  sum  of 
30,0002.,  and  the  interest,  &c.  upon  trust,  in  case  there 
should  be  issue  of  J.  H.  Smyth  on  the  body  of  Ann  hb 
wife  begotten  an  only  child,  to  pay,  &c.  to  such  only 
child,  &c.,  at  such  age,  &c.,  and  in  such  manner  as  in  the 
said  indenture  is  specified ;  but  in  case  there  should  be 
two  or  more  children  of  J.  U.  Smyth  on  the  body  of  Ann 
his  wife  begotten,  then  upon  trust  to  pay,  &c.  the  said 
sum  of  30,0007.  unto,  or  between  and  amongst  any  one, 
or  more  of  such  children,  or  the  issue  of  any  such  children 
who  might  happen  to  die  leaving  issue,  at  such  age  or  ages, 
days  or  times  next  after  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of 
them  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife,  in  such  parts,  shares 
and  proportions  and  with  such  maintenance  in  the  mean- 
time and  under  and  subject  to  such  conditions,  &c.,  limi- 
tations, &c.  (such  limitations  over  being  for  the  benefit  of 
some  or  one  of  such  children  or  issue)  as  J.  H.  Smyth 
and  Ann  his  wife  at  any  time  or  times  during  their  joint 
lives,  or  as  the  survivor  of  them,  by  any  deed  or  deeds, 
writing  or  writings,  with  or  without  power  of  revocation, 
&C.,  or  as  the  survivor  of  them  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his 
wife  by  his  or  her  last  will  should  direct  or  appoint.  And 
in  default  thereof,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  said  sum  of 
30,0002.  unto  and  between  such  children  equally,  &c.  And 
in  case  no  child  should  attain  a  vested  interest,  then  upon 
trust  for  the  survivor  of  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  if 
then  living,  or  if  then  dead  for  his  or  her  executors,  admi- 
nistrators or  assigns,  for  his,  her,  or  their  own  absolute  use 
and  benefit 

Contemporaneously  with  the  said  indenture  a  certain 
other  indenture  bearing  even  date  therewith,  and  being  the 
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release  referred  to  therein,  was  made  by  and  between  J.  H.  ^359 
Smyth  and  Ann  bis  wife  of  the  one  part  and  Wadham  ^-^v^-^ 
Pigott  of  the  other  part,  whereby,  after  reciting  that  John  General 
Pigott  had  then  lately  died  intestate,  and  letters  of  adminis-  Bakeb. 
tration  of  the  goods,  chattels  and  credits  of  John  Pigott 
bad  since  been  granted  to  Wadham  Pigott;  and  that  in 
order  to  obviate  and  prevent  any  doubts  or  differences 
which  might  arise  between  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife, 
and  Wadham  Pigott,  touching  or  concerning  any  rights, 
shares  or  interests  of  and  in  the  personal  estate  and  effects 
of  John  Pigott  deceased,  which  Ann  Smyth,  or  J.  H.  Smyth 
in  her  right,  or  in  any  other  right  or  capacity,  then  had,  or 
might  have,  or  be  entitled  unto,  or  set  up,  or  claim  against 
Wadham  Pigott,  for  or  on  account  of  such  personal  estate 
and  effects,  it  had  been  agreed  by  and  between  J.  H. 
Smyth,  Ann  his  wife  and  Wadham  Pigott,  that  Wadham 
Pigott  should  transfer,  or  cause  to  be  transferred,  the  sum 
of  30,00021,  Bank  Annuities,  into  the  joint  names  of  J. 
Osborne  and  J.  Baker,  in  the  books  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  kept  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  held  by  J.  Osborne  and  J.  Baker  upon  the  trusts  to 
be  declared  concerning  the  same  in  and  by  a  certain 
indenture  bearing  even  date  therewith,  and  made  or  in- 
tended to  be  made  between  Wadham  Pigott  of  the  first 
part,  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  of  the  second  part, 
and  J*  Osborne  and  J.  Baker  of  the  third  part,  being  the 
indenture  hereinbefore  set  forth ;  and  that  J.  H.  Smyth 
and  Ann  his  wife  should  join  in  and  execute  such  release  to 
Wadham  Pigott  as  was  in  the  said  indenture  of  release  con- 
tained :  and  further  reciting  that  the  sum  of  30,000/.,  Bank 
Annuities,  had  been  directed  to  be  transferred  by  Wadham 
Pigott  into  the  names  of  the  said  trustees  accordingly : 
J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his  wife  released  to  Wadham  Pigott 
his  heirs  &c.  all  such  right,  title,  interest,  property,  chal- 
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1859.  lenge,  claim  and  demand  which  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  his 
2^"^*^*^  wife  have,  or  either  of  them  hath  or  of  right  ought  to  have, 
General  of,  in,  to  or  out  of  the  monies,  goods,  chattels  and  personal 
Ba£eb.  estate  and  effects  of  John  Pigott  deceased,  and  all  remedies, 
both  at  law  and  in  equity,  for  recovering  the  same,  and  also 
of  and  from  all  and  all  manner  of  action  and  actions,  &c., 
which  against  Wadham  Pigott  the  said  J.  H.  Smyth  and 
Ann  his  wife  or  either  of  them  ever  had,  then  had,  or 
which  they,  their  or  either  of  their  heirs,  &c.,  could,  should 
or  might  thereafter  have,  for,  upon  or  by  reason  of  John 
Pigott  dying  intestate,  or  of  his  personal  estate  and  effects, 
or  of  the  said  Wadham  Pigott  having  obtained  letters  of 
administration  thereto,  or  by  reason  of  any  other  matter, 
cause,  or  thing  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  day 
of  the  date  of  the  said  indenture. — The  said  sum  of  30,000iL 
Bank  Annuities  was  immediately  after  the  making  of  the 
indenture,  in  conformity  therewith,  duly  transferred  into 
the  names  of  J.  Osborne  and  J.  Baker  as  such  trustees  as 
in  the  said  first  mentioned  indenture  is  mentioned. 

There  were  ten  children  of  the  said  J.  H.  Smyth,  who 
afterwards  took  the  name  of  J.  H.  Smyth  Pigott,  on  the 
body  of  the  said  Ann  his  wife  begotten,  of  whom  £.  Pigott 
was  the  third  son. 

After  £.  Pigott  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  before  the  passing  of  **  The  Succession  Duty  Act, 
1853,**  viz.  on  21st  day  of  August,  1851,  by  adeed  poll,  J.  H. 
Smyth  Pigott  and  Ann  his  wife,  by  virtue  of  the  power  for 
that  purpose  given  to  them  by  the  indenture,  appointed  the 
sum  of  2000/.,  part  of  the  said  trust  fund,  to  K  Pigott  for 
his  own  benefit  absolutely,  subject  only  to  the  life  interests 
of  the  said  John  Hugh  Smyth  Pigott  and  Ann  his  wife 
respectively. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1831,  the  sum  of  30,000/.,  Bank 
Annuities,  was  sold  by  J,  Osborne  and  J.  Baker,  and  the 
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proceeds  lent  at  interest  by  J.  Osborne  and  J.  Baker, 
88  trustees,  to  certain  persons  on  the  security  of  certain 
lands  conveyed  to  J.  Osborne  and  J.  Baker  by  way  of 
mortgage. 

On  the  21st  day  of  September  1851,  J.  Osborne  died, 
and  the  said  J.  Baker  survived  him,  and  thereupon  J.  H. 
Smyth  Pigott  and  Ann  his  wife,  by  virtue  of  a  certain 
power  to  them  given  in  that  behalf  by  the  said  first  men- 
tioned indenture  to  appoint  a  new  trustee  of  that  indenture 
instead  of  any  trustee  thereof  who  should  die,  duly  appointed 
T.  Piatt  to  be  a  trustee  together  with  J.  Baker ;  and  the 
said  lands  held  by  J.  Baker  by  way  of  mortgage  were 
conveyed  by  J.  Baker  unto  and  to  the  use  of  himself  and 
the  said  T.  Piatt  and  their  heirs  as  trustees. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act,  1853, 
J.  H.  Smyth  Pigott  and  Ann  his  wife  respectively  died, 
viz.  on  the  26th  day  of  June  1853,  and  on  the  21st  day  of 
March,  1854,  without  revoking  or  altering  the  said  appoint- 
ment of  the  sum  of  2000/.  by  them  made  in  favour  of  £. 
Pigott 

The  defendants,  as  such  trustees  as  aforesaid,  have  always 
since  the  death  of  the  said  Ann  Smyth  Pigott  been  possessed 
of  the  said  sum  of  2000Z.  as  trustees  in  trust  for  £.  Pigott 
according  to  the  said  appointment:  and  the  defendants, 
before  the  filing  of  the  information,  paid  to  her  Majesty  the 
sum  of  20/*,  part  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.,  as  due  to  her 
Majesty  for  succession  duty  in  respect  of  the  said  sum  of 
2000/L,  the  sum  of  202L,  being  1/.  per  cent,  thereon ;  but 
the  defendants  have  refused  to  pay  the  further  sum  of  180/. 
residue  of  the  said  sum  of  200/.  claimed  to  be  due  to  her 
Majesty  for  succession  duty  in  respect  of  the  said  sum  of 
2000il,  being  10/.  per  cent,  on  the  said  sum  of  2000/.,  and 
which  sum  of  200/.  was  duly  assessed  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue. 


1869. 

Attornbt 
General 

o. 
Baker. 
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EXCHEQUER   REFOSTS. 

1859.  Tk€  SoUcitar  General  (with  whom  were  PSpait,  SoJL,  « 

^^^^^      Beavan),  for  the  Crown. — The  question  is  who  is  die  "^ 

Ge%ekal      decesBor"  within  the  meaning  of  the  16  &  17  Vkt.  c  5 

Bajlse.        By  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act  "the  tenn   predecesB 

shall  denote  the  settlor,  dispcmer,  testator,  obUgor,  ancestc 

or  other  person  fixwn  whom  the  interest  of  the  succcasor  w  < 

shall  be  derived."    From  whom  then  was  the  interest  of  J 

Pigott  derived?  It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  the  appoii 

ment  by  the  father  and  mother,  executed  in  parsuance 

the  power  in  the  settlement,  was  such  a  disposition  as  niai 

the  parents  the  settlors.     The  power  was  derived  firoro  t 

original  settlement,  and  the  appointment  only  detennio 

the  amonnt  of  E.  Pigott's  share.     It  will  be  contended 

the  other  side  that  Ann  Smyth  was  the  settlor.     Bat  t 

test  is,  who  was  entitled  to  the  property  at  the  time  of  t 

settlement?     Who  at  that  time  had  the  jos  disponen 

•     the  absolute  control  over  the  property  as  his  own  ?     Wi 

ham  Figott  proposed,  on  having  a  general  release,  to  trans: 

the  stock  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth.     He  si 

in  effect  that  Ann  Smyth  should  have  the  money,  not  ab 

lutely,  but  settled  in  a  particular  way.     She  agreed  to 

and  took  a  settlement  made  by  him  in  lieu  of  any  clai 

[fFaUan,  B.— Ann  Smyth  bought  of  Wadham   Pigott 

consideration  of  the  release.  Without  that  release  Wadha 

Pigott  never  would  have  parted  with  the  money.]      Ma 

settlements  are  made  for  valuable  considerations,  and  i 

the  settlors  are  "settlors"  or  "predecessors'*  within  this  A 

In  the  ordinary  case  where  an  intended  husband  sett 

landed  property  in  consideration  of  marriage,  there   is 

perfectly  valid  consideration ;  but  the  husband  is  nevert] 

less  the  settlor.     Therefore,  assuming  that  this  settleoK 

was  made  for  a  valuable  consideration,  Wadham  Pigott  n 

have  been  the  settlor.     The  naturo  of   the   arrangeni< 

shews  that  he  was  in  fact  settling  and  not  merely  sell 
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1859.  ^f^  Solicitor  General  (with  whom  vrerePiffott,  Serjt,  and 

^^''*'''^^  Beavan).  for  the  Crown. — The  question  is  who  is  the  "pre- 
General  decessor"  within  the  meaning  of  the  16  &  17  Vict  c.  51- 
Bakeb.  Bj  the  2nd  section  of  that  Act  ''the  term  predecessor 
shall  denote  the  settlor,  disponer,  testator,  obligor,  ancestor, 
or  other  person  from  whom  the  interest  of  the  successor  is  or 
shall  be  derived."  From  whom  then  was  the  interest  of  £. 
Pigott  derived?  It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  the  appoint- 
ment by  the  father  and  mother,  executed  in  pursuance  of 
the  power  in  the  settlement,  was  such  a  disposition  as  made 
the  parents  the  settlors.  The  power  was  derived  from  the 
original  settlement,  and  the  appointment  only  determined 
the  amount  of  E.  Pigott's  share.  It  will  be  contended  on 
the  other  side  that  Ann  Smyth  was  the  settlor.  But  the 
test  is,  who  was  entitled  to  the  property  at  the  time  of  the 
settlement?  Who  at  that  time  had  the  jus  disponendi, 
•  the  absolute  control  over  the  property  as  his  own  ?  Wad- 
ham  Pigott  proposed,  on  having  a  general  release,  to  transfer 
the  stock  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth.  He  said 
in  effect  that  Ann  Smyth  should  have  the  money,  not  abso- 
lutely,  but  settled  in  a  particular  way.  She  agreed  to  it 
and  took  a  settlement  made  by  him  in  lieu  of  any  claim. 
[WaUon,  B. — Ann  Smyth  bought  of  Wadham  Pigott  in 
consideration  of  the  release.  Without  that  release  Wadham 
Pigott  never  would  have  parted  with  the  money.]  Many 
settlements  are  made  for  valuable  considerations,  and  yet 
the  settlors  are  ''settlors"  or  "predecessors**  within  this  Act. 
In  the  ordinary  case  where  an  intended  husband  settles 
landed  property  in  consideration  of  marriage,  there  is  a 
perfectly  valid  consideration ;  but  the  husband  is  neverthe- 
less the  settlor.  Therefore,  assuming  that  this  settlement 
was  made  for  a  valuable  consideration,  Wadham  Pigott  may 
have  been  the  settlor.  The  nature  of  the  arrangement 
shews  that  he  was  in  fact  settling  and  not  merely  selling 
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the  property.  His  controversy  was  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smyth,  but  he  bargained  for  advantages  to  the  children.  It 
is  clear  that  the  object  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth,  as  between 
themselves  and  Wadham  Pigott,  would  have  been  to  have 
had  the  control  of  the  fund  themselves. 

Secondly,  if  Wadham  Pigott  is  not  the  person  to  whom 
the  whole  disposition  is  to  be  attributed,  but  J.  H.  Smyth 
and  Ann  his  wife  participated  in  the  setdement,  the  de- 
fendants are  liable  to  a  rate  of  duty  under  the  13th  section 
of  the  16  &  17  Vict  c  61,  which  enacts,  that  ^*  where  the 
successor  shall  derive  his  succession  from  more  predecessors 
than  one,  and  the  proportional  ititerest  derived  from  each  of 
them  shall  not  be  distinguishable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Commissioners  to  agree  with  the  successor  as  to  the  duty 
payable,  but  if  no  such  agreement  shall  be  made  the  suc- 
cessor shall  be  deemed  to  have  derived  his  succession  in 
equal  proportions  from  each  predecessor,  and  shall  be 
chargeable  with  duty  accordingly.  In  Re  Jenkinson{a) 
may  be  referred  to  on  the  other  side,  but  the  facts  were  not 
similar  to  those  in  the  present  case.  There  a  tenant  in  tail, 
the  nephew  of  the  tenant  for  life  in  possession,  in  con- 
sideration of  an  immediate  annuity  of  2,250/.  joined  in 
appointing  the  estates,  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life, 
to  trustees  for  a  term  of  3000  years  in  trust,  to  raise  a  sum 
of  20,00021  for  the  three  daughters  of  the  tenant  for  life 
and  their  husbands.  The  tenant  for  life,  as  between  him 
and  the  tenant  in  tail,  paid  the  full  price  for  the  term ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Court  held '  that  the  settlement  emanated 
from  the  tenant  for  life.  That  case  might  apply  if  it  were 
shewn  that  Mrs.  Smyth  had  paid  a  full  equivalent  for  the 
transfer  of  the  stock,  and  that  Wadham  Pigott  parted  with 
all  control  over  the  fund.  Here,  however,  he  had  such  a 
control  as  would  have  enabled  him  to  ask  for  the  interposi- 

(a)  24  Beav  64. 
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1869.        tion  of  a  Court  of  equity,  if  the  trustees  had  misappro- 
V---V-W/      priated  the  fund. 

Attornet      * 
Gbnebal 

BikKER.  Bavill  (with  whom   were  Unthank  and  Henry  Thring)^ 

for  the  defendants. — Under  the  supposed  state  of  things 
Wadham  Pigott  would  have  had  no  right  to  file  a  bill. 
After  the  money  came  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees, 
the  only  persons  who  would  have  had  any  remedy 
against  them  would  have  been  the  parties  beneficially 
interested.  The  transaction  here,  as  in  In  Re  Jenkinson  (a), 
amounted  to  an  actual  purchase  of  the  fund  by  Mrs. 
Smyth.  The  deed  of  release,  which  was  executed  before 
the  trust  deed,  recites  '^  that  the  sum  of  30,000/.  Bank 
Annuities  had  been  directed  to  be  transferred  by  Wadham 
Pigott  into  the  names  of  the  trustees."  Wadham  Pigott 
could  not  direct  himself.  The  meaning  therefore  is, 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  directed  the  transfer.  There 
being  a  doubt  as  to  whether  Mrs.  Smyth  was  legitimate, 
the  parties. determined  not  to  litigate  the  question.  Wad- 
ham Pigott  got  a  release  from  which  he  derived  a  benefit. 
Though  the  personal  estate  of  John  Pigott  exceeded 
60,000i,  Mrs.  Smyth  agreed  to  accept  30,000/.,  she  and 
her  husband  giving  a  release.  The  ultimate  trust  of  the 
deed  is  in  favour  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth.  All  these  con- 
siderations  shew  that  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Smyth  claimed  the 
money  as  their  own,  and  were  the  parties  really  disposing 
of  the  fund.  Assuming  the  contention  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  to  be  well  founded,  if  the  ultimate  trust  in 
favour  of  the  survivor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  had  taken 
effect  such  survivor  might  have  been  compellable  to  pay 
10/.  per  cent  succession  duty,  though  they  had  given  full 
consideration  for  the  property.  As  to  the  claim  for  duty 
under  s.  13,  there  is  no  pretence  for  saying  that  Wadham 
Pigott  and  Mrs.  Smyth  were  joint  settlors.     [Martin,  B. — 

(a)  24  Beav.  64. 
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If  it  18  doubtful  to  which  of  two  persons  a  sum  of  money 

belongs,  and  they  join  in  putting  it  into  settlement,  they  are 

joint  settlors.     If  I  am  at  liberty  to  form  a  conjecture  I      General 

should  say  that  such  was  probably  the  case  here.]     The       Bakeb. 

Court  is  not  at  liberty  to  draw  such  an  inference  of  fact 

upon  the  special  verdict.    It  is  for  the  Crown  to  establish  a 

claim  to  the  duty,  and  it  cannot  be  shewn  that  Wadham 

Pigott  was  the  settlor  either  wholly  or  in  part.     Therefore 

the  defendants  are  entitled  to  judgment. 

The  Solicitor  General^  in  reply. — It  is  not  necessary 
to  contend  that  the  transaction  amounted  to  a  gift  of 
the  30,000i  by  Wadham  Pigott.  Wadham  Pigott  may 
have  been  the  settlor  notwithstanding  that  the  release  was  a 
valuable  consideration.  This  is  not  a  purchase  of  the 
30,00021  Suppose  an  estate  is  sold  and  conveyed  in  trust 
for  the  family  of  the  vendee ;  there  the  vendee  would  be 
the  settlor,  because  the  vendor  is  bound  to  convey  the 
estate  according  to  the  purchaser's  directions.  Here,  Mrs. 
Smyth  could  not  have  said  ^*  pay  the  money  or  half  of  it  to 
me,  or  convey  it  to  trustees  other  than  those  who  are  the 
trustees  of  this  settlement."  [^Pollocky  C.  B. — If  Wadham 
Pigott  of  his  own  will  setded  this  money  in  a  particular 
way,  the  Crown  is  entided  to  the  duty  claimed.  If  Mrs. 
Smyth  by  virtue  of  her  right  to  and  ownership  of  the  money, 
to  which  Mr.  Pigott  attorned,  directed  the  settlement,  then 
the  duty  is  not  payable.]  Suppose  a  person  sells  an  estate  to 
another  on  condition  that  the  estate  shall  be  settled  in  a 
particular  way,  the  vendor  is  a  joint  settlor.  That  is  what 
was  done  here.  [PoUock^  C.  B. — It  does  not  appear  that 
the  settlement  emanated  from  Wadham  Pigott,  or  was  made 
a  condition  precedent,  so  as  to  make  him  a  settlor.]  The 
Court  cannot  surmise  that  any  other  proposal  would  have 
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1869.       been  accepted.     It  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  suggestion 

^oiLm     *^^^  Wadham  Pigott  was  the  setdor^  that  after  having 

General      secured  the  provbion  he  wished  to  make  for  the  children, 

Bakbb.       he  was  willing  to  permit  an  ultimate  trust  for  Ann  Smyth 

and  her  husband.     The  13th  section  does  not  apply  to 

those  cases  only  where  the  settlors  have  a  joint  interest, 

but  to  every  case  where  the  successor  derives  his  interest 

from  more  predecessors  than  one. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  Crown 
is  not  entitled  to  the  duty  of  10/.  per  cent.  Two  claims 
were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  one  of  lOL  per  cent, 
considering  Wadham  Pigott  as  the  predecessor,  the  other 
to  a  rate  of  duty  considering  him  as  a  joint  predecessor 
with  Mrs.  Smyth.  The  Crown  is  not  entitled  to  consider 
this  as  a  case  where  there  were  two  predecessors.  I  think 
that  in  order  to  establish  the  latter  rate  of  duty  it  diould  have 
been  shewn  that,  it  being  doubtful  which  of  the  two  was 
entitled  to  property,  both  concurred  in  settling  it.  Here  it  is 
clear  that  either  one  or  the  other  was  the  settlor.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  act  does  not  require  the  Court  to  pro- 
nounce that  there  is  a  joint  settlement  The  Crown  is 
entitled  either  to  1/.  per  cent  or  to  10/.  per  cent  As  to 
lOL  per  cent,  the  special  verdict  leaves  the  matter  in  doubt; 
and  it  is  impossible  for  any  one,  with  the  degree  of  con- 
fidence necessary  in  such  a  case,  to  say  that  Wadham  Pigott 
was  the  settlor.  The  parts  of  the  deed  referred  to  by  the 
Solicitor  General  do  not  shew  that  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  Wadham  Pigott  in  which  it  was  stipulated  by 
him  that  this  particular  settlement  should  be  made.  If  it 
were  so  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  have  been  enough. 
The  deed  proceeded  on  a  claim  of  right  on  Mrs.  Smyth's 
part     The  arrangement  embodied  in  the  deed  was  one  of 
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which  she  was  the  head,  and  not  Wadham  Pigott.  If  I  were       i869. 
called  upon  to  decide  the  question,  I  should  say  that  Mrs, 
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Smyth  was  the  settlor.  Gxneral 


Mabtin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  To  entitle  the 
Crown  to  succeed  it  must  be  shewn  that  Wadham  Pigott 
was  the  predecessor  within  section  2,  or  a  joint  predecessor 
within  section  13.  It  is  incumbent  upon  the  Crown  to 
establish  the  affirmative ;  but  the  Crown  has  failed  to  do 
sa  The  case  depends  on  the  special  verdict.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  draw  inferences 
as  to  the  state  of  things  which  led  to  the  execution  of  the 
deeds^  but  only  to  put  a  construction  on  the  words  of  the 
deeds  themselves.  Now  upon  these  no  one  can  say  that  it 
appears  that  Wadham  Pigott  was  the  predecessor  either 
solely  or  jointly  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth.  He  may 
have  been  the  sole  predecessor  if,  of  his  own  free  will, 
he  made  the  settlement  knowing  that  Mrs.  Smyth  was 
illegitimate.  But  it  may  be  that,  knowing  or  believing  that 
she  was  legitimate  but  could  not  prove  her  claim,  he  made 
a  bargain  that  he  would  execute  the  settlement  on  having 
a  release.  This  is  quite  as  likely  as  that  Wadham  Pigott 
was  the  predecessor.  I  believe  that  in  a  special  verdict  the 
Court  has  no  power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact 

Watson,  B. — From  the  commencement  of  the  case  I 
never  doubted  but  that  J.  H.  Smyth  and  Ann  Smyth  were 
the  predecessors,  and  not  Wadham  Pigott.  First,  there  is 
a  release  of  claims.  Then  there  is  the  settlement,  by  which 
it  appears  that,  in  order  to  obviate  any  differences  touch- 
ing any  rights  which  Ann  Smyth  had,  Wadham  Pigott  had 
proposed  and  agreed,  upon  having  a  release  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smyth,  to  transfer  30,000^,  to  be  settled  upon  trusts 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  and  their  children. 
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1859.  Therefore  there  is  a  claim  and  a  compromise  of  that  claim. 
Attorney  ^^^  ^  release  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  compromise. 
General  There  is  nothing  to  shew  that  the  settlement  emanated 
Baker.  from  Wadham  Pigott  There  was  a  valuable  consideration 
for  it.  The  transfer  does  not  appear  to  have  been  to  trustees 
appointed  by  Wadham  Pigott,  but  on  behalf  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smyth  and  for  the  benefit  of  their  family.  The  interest 
of  the  money  is  given  to  Mr.  Smyth  for  life,  then  to  his 
wife  for  life,  and  then  to  their  children.  The  effect  of  the 
compromise  was  that  the  money  belonged  to  the  husband 
and  wife,  and  they  were  the  settlors.  The  trustees  were 
their  trustees,  and  their  family  are  the  only  persons  in- 
terested under  the  settlement.  All  that  Wadhain  Pigott 
appears  to  have  cared  for  was  the  release.  Then  it  was 
contended  that  the  parties  might  be  joint  settlors  with 
Wadham  Pigott.  Section  13  provides  for  a  case  "where 
the  successor  shall  derive  his  interest  from  more  prede- 
cessors than  one,  and  the  proportional  interest  derived  from 
each  of  them  shall  not  be  distinguishable.  That  applies 
where  two  persons  who  settle  property  have  an  interest, 
but  it  cannot  be  determined  how  much  each  has.  Here, 
until  the  execution  of  the  release,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  bad 
no  interest ;  but,  upon  such  execution,  the  money  became 
theirs. 

Channell,  B. — I  confess  that  on  some  points  I  entertain 
considerable  doubt.  I  cannot  entirely  concur  in  the  view 
taken  by  the  other  members  of  the  Court,  though  I  am 
not  prepared  to  dissent  from  their  decision.  The  Crown 
asks  for  judgment  on  a  special  verdict.  If  the  facts  stated 
are  not  sufficient  to  make  out  the  title  of  the  Crown,  the 
defendants  are  entitled  to  judgment.  I  am  not  satisfied  that 
the  Crown  has  made  out  that  Wadham  Pigott  was  either 
the  sole  or  a  joint  predecessor.     There  was  a  good  con* 
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sideration  for  the  bargain ;  but  I  agree  with  the  Solicitor 
General  in  thinking  that  a  good  consideration  will  not 
prevent  this  from  being  a  settlement.  The  claim  may 
have  been  one  either  wholly  unfounded,  ox  the  establish- 
ment of  which  would  have  been  attended  with  considerable 
difficulty.  Wadham  Pigott  may  have  said :  "  Connected 
as  you  are  with  me  by  blood,  I  will  enter  into  an  arrange- 
ment to  settle  the  property  upon  these  terms,  so  as  to  secure 
an  interest  to  your  children."  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  may 
have  come  forward  and  become  parties  to  this  arrangement, 
consenting  to  take  life  interests  instead  of  getting  the  money 
absolutely  for  their  own  use.  I  cannot  say  what  was  the 
true  state  of  things.  The  doubt  I  feel  is  whether  if  the 
question  depends  upon  the  deeds,  the  Court  may  not 
be  bound  to  determine  it,  however  difficult  of  solution   it 

may  be. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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Garton  and  Another  v.  The  Bristol  and  Exeter 


Jan,  26. 


Railway  Company. 


T 


HIS  action  came  on  for  trial  before  Crowder^  J.,  at  the  Bythc'CjWm. 
Bristol  Spring  Assizes  1858,  when  by  consent  a  verdict  was  Company  wm 

incorporited 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  railway  from  Bristol  to  Exeter.  By  section  178,  t^e  Company  wm 
aothorized  to  make  sacb  reasonable  charges  for  the  conveyance  of  passeneen  a^^  goods  on  their 
railway  as  they  might  determine  upon,  not  exceeding  a  certain  sum.  The  8  &  ^  ^i^^  ^-  ^^^* 
empowered  the  Company  to  make  a  junction  railway  and  three  branch  railways.  The  19th  see- 
tion  provided,  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  charge  in  respect  of  certain  goods 
"conveyed  on  the  railway**  more  than  certain  sums  therein  specifi^.  The  Company  published 
a  table  of  their  charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods.  It  contained  an  alphabetical  list  of  various 
goods,  divided  into  five  classes,  and  **  packed  parcels  **  were  to  be  charged  of  the  fifth  class,  with 
60  per  cent  added  to  the  rate.  The  plaintiff;  a  carrier,  sent  a  "packed  parcel **  to  be  carried 
by  the  Company  on  their  railway  from  Bristol  to  Bridgewater.  This  parcel  contained,  amongst 
other  things,  a  cask  of  spirits,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  any  appreciaole  extra  risk  was  thereby 
occasioned.  The  Company  charged  for  the  carriage  of  this  parcel  according  to  the  rate  of  the 
fifth  class  with  50  per  cent,  added  to  it.  Persons,  not  carriers,  were  accustomed  to  send  packed 
parcels  without  the  additional  charge  of  60  per  cent. 

ffdd:  Fhrst,  that  the  words  **tbe  railway,"  in  the  19th  section  of  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ., 
applied  to  the  whole  line  of  railway,  and  not  to  the  junction  and  branch  railways  only. 

Secondly,  that  the  charge  to  carriers  of  60  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  rate  for  **  packed 
parcels,**  was  an  anequal  and  unreasonable  charge. 

VOL.  IV.— N.  8.  D 
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1859.        entered  .for  the  plaintiffs,  damages  5L ;  and  it  was  referred 

"^X^^    '      to  an  arbitrator  to  state  a  special  case  for  the  opinion  of 

^  ^'  this  Court,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

Bristol 

AND  The  declaration  is  for  money  received  by  the  defendants 

EXETEB 

Railway  Co.  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs.  Plea:  "Never  indebted;" 
and  the  action  is  brought  to  recover  back  money  paid  under 
compulsion  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendants  under  the 
following  circumstances. 

The  plaintiffs  are  common  carriers  at  Bristol,  having  an 
agent  at  Bridgewater,  and  also  having  agents  at  other  prin- 
cipal towns  and  places  at  or  near  which  the  defendants 
have  stations,  on  the  line  of  their  railway.  The  defendants 
are  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  Bristol  and  Exeter 
Railway,  and  are  incorporated  by  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi. ; 
and  under  the  authority  and  provisions  of  that  and  their 
subsequent  Acts,  the  defendants  carry  goods  for  the  public 
on  their  railway  as  common  carriers  or  otherwise.  (The 
case  referred  to  the  175th,  177th  and  178th  sections  of  the 
6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.,  the  28th  and  29th  sections  of  the  3  Vict, 
c.  xlvii.,  and  the  19ih  section  of  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.).  The 
defendants  regulate  their  charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods 
upon  their  railway  by  two  tables  published  by  them,  the  one 
called  "The  Classification  of  Goods"  or  «  Scale  Bill,"  the 
other  "  The  Local  Goods  and  Cattle  Rates  Bill."  The  first 
of  these  tables  was  published  by  the  Company  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1855,  and  has  been  acted  upon  by  them  ever 
since.  It  contains  an  alphabetical  list  of  various  goods,  and 
refers  each  of  the  goods  so  named  to  a  particular  class,  the 
number  of  such  classes  being  five.  By  this  table  it  will  be 
found  that  for  certain  specified  articles  a  given  per  centage, 
in  addition  to  the  rate  of  charge  for  the  classes  to  which 
they  are  respectively  referred,  is  to  be  paid ;  and  "  Packed 
Parcels"  are  to  be  charged  of  the  "Fifth  Class,"  with 
50  per  cent,  to  be  added  to  the  rate.     It  is  further  stated, 
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at  the  foot  of  the  said  list,  that  all  goods  not  specified  in  the         1859. 
list  will  be  charged  in  the  Fifth  Class;  and  that  all  goods  and       ^-^>r^-^ 
packages,  the  contents  of  which  are  not  properly  declared  o. 

by  the  senders,  will  be  charged  in  the  highest  (that  is,  as         and 
appears  by  the  Local  Goods  and  Cattle  Kates  Bill,  the    BailwatCo. 
Fifth)  Class. 

In  the  other  list,  ^<  The  Local  Goods  and  Cattle  Rates 
Bill,"  which  was  published  by  the  defendants  on  the  1st  of 
Jannary,  1855,  and  which  is  still  in  force,  will  be  found  the 
rate,  per  ton,  charged  by  the  Company  for  the  carriage  of 
the  several  classes  of  goods  between  Bristol,  and  several 
stations,  on  their  line,  mentioned  in  the  said  list,  Bridgewater 
being  one  of  such  stations. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  several  rates  to  be  paid,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  for  the  different  classes,  vary  in  an 
ascending  scale,  the  lowest  charge  being  for  the  first  class, 
and  the  highest  for  the  fifth  class ;  but  in  some  few  instances 
the  rates  of  charge,  under  the  same  circumstances,  in  respect 
of  some  two  or  more  of  the  classes  are  the  same. 

The  respective  rates,  per  ton,  in  respect  of  the  carriage  of 
goods  between  Bristol  and  Bridgewater,  are  as  follows: — 
For  the  first  class,  6«.  Sd. ;  the  second  class,  Ss.  4id, ;  the 
third  class,  125.  6^. ;  the  fourth  class,  I6s.  8^.,  and  the  fifth 
class,  16^.  Sd.  It  further  appears,  by  the  same  tables,  as 
the  fact  is,  that  the  tonnage  rates  do  not  come  into  opera- 
tion until  the  consignments  exceed  500  pounds  in  weight. 

On  the  20th  January,  1858,  the  clerk  of  the  plaintifis 
delivered  to  the  defendants  at  their  station  at  Bristol  a 
parcel  declared  and  described  as  ^^  One  Bale  of  Drapery," 
and  being  of  the  weight  of  7  cwt.  1  qr.,  to  be  carried  by 
the  defendants  for  the  piaintifis  from  Bristol  to  Bridgewater. 
The  clerk  of  the  defendants  demanded  for  the  carriage  of 
the  parcel,  including  the  loading  and  unloading  thereof,  the 
sum  of  68.  Id.  which  the  clerk  of  the  plaintiffs  paid  under 

D  2 
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protest,  and  the  goods  were  thereupon  carried  by  the  defend- 
ants, for  the  plaintiffs,  on  their  rail  way,  from  Bristol  to  Bridge- 
».  water.     On  the  following  day,  the  21st  January,  the  clerk 

AND  of  the  plaintiffs  delivered  to  the  defendants  a  hamper,  to  be 
Railway  Co.  carried  by  them  for  the  plaintiffs  from  Bristol  to  Bridgewater. 
The  hamper  weighed  5  cwt.  3  qrs.  6  lbs.,  and  was  described 
and  declared  in  the  forwarding  note,  which  the  plaintiffs,  in 
compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Company,  caused 
to  be  delivered  to  them  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
the  hamper,  as  "  One  Hamper  of  Manufactured  Goods." 
The  clerk  of  the  Company  inquired  the  contents  of  the 
parcel.  The  clerk  of  the  plaintiffs  replied  that  it  was  a 
"  packed  parcel,"  and  the  defendants  thereupon  wrote  upon 
the  forwarding  note,  under  the  words  "  manufactured  goods," 
"packed  parcel,"  and  charged  for  the  conveyance  thereof 
7s.  6d,,  being  at  the  rate  of  the  charge  for  goods  of  the 
Fifth  Class,  that  is  to  say,  \6s.  8d.  per  ton  for  the  whole 
distance,  with  50  per  cent,  added  to  the  said  rate.  The 
clerk  of  the  plaintiffs  paid  the  said  sum  of  75.  6cL  under 
protest.  The  defendants*  clerk  gave  him  the  usual  receipt, 
and  the  goods  were  thereupon  conveyed  by  the  defendants 
for  the  plaintiffs  on  their  said  railway  from  Bristol  to  Bridge- 
water,  to  be  delivered  there  to  the  agent  of  the  plaintiffs, 
to  whose  care  the  same  were  consigned. 

The  plaintiffs  and  their  clerk  understood  by  a  "  packed 
parcel"  a  parcel  consisting  of  separate  and  distinct  parcels 
(without  reference  to  the  nature  or  description  of  their 
contents)  collected  from  more  than  one  original  consignor, 
or  directed  to  and  destined  for  more  than  one  ultimate 
consignee,  but  packed  and  made  up  into  a  single  and 
entire  parcel  to  be  forwarded  to  the  consignee  of  such 
single  and  entire  parcel,  and  dealt  with  by  him  according  to 
its  contents,  and  this  is  what  is  generally  and  ordinarily 
understood  by  a  *^  packed  parcel."     The  defendants  admit 
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that  they  considered  such   parcels  to  be  packed  parcels        1869. 
before  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the       V"^""^ 

Gabton 
case  of  Parker  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  (a)  ;  ». 

111...  ,  Bei»tol 

but  they  also  intend  and  understand  by  a  *^  packed  parcel  **         and 

a  parcel  consisting  of  separate  and  distinct  packages  of  goods,   Rajlwat  Co. 

not  being  of  similar  nature  and  description,  packed  and 

made  up  into  a  single  and  entire  parcel ;  and  that  every  such 

parcel  is  a  "packed  parcel,"  without  any  reference  to  the 

number  of  the  original  consignors  or  consignees  of  the 

enclosed  packages ;  and  since  the  last  named  decision  they 

have  treated  and  considered  such  last  named  parcels,  and 

those  only,  as  "  packed  parcels  **  liable  to  be  charged  as 

such  under  their  existing  scale  list,  but  they  have  never 

given  any  public  notice  of  this  or  taken  any  general  steps 

to  make  it  known  to  the  public. 

The  contents  of  the  parcel  so  delivered  by  the  plaintifis 
to  the  defendants  on  the  21st  January  were  not  communi- 
cated to  the  defendants ;  and  if  they  had  been  the  defend- 
ants would  not  have  taken  any  notice  of  such  communica- 
tion. But  the  parcel  in  question,  as  is  ordinarily  the  case 
with  carriers'  parcels  consisting  of  packed  inclosures,  did  in 
fact  answer  both  definitions  of  a  "  packed  parcel," — it  con- 
sisted of  seven  separate  and  distinct  packages  collected  by  the 
plaintifis  in  the  course  of  their  business  as  common  carriers 
from  seven  separate  consignees,  and  directed  to  and  intended 
for  ultimate  delivery  by  the  plaintifis*  agent  to  seven  separate 
consignees;  and  these  several  packages  were  made  up  and 
packed  together  into  a  single  and  entire  parcel.  The  nature 
and  description  of  the  goods  contained  in  these  separate 
packages  respectively  were  not  the  same  for  each  of  such 
packages,  but  one  package  contained  goods  of  one  nature 
and  description,  another  contained  goods  of  a  different 
nature  and  description. — (The  case  then  set  out  the  nature 

(a)  11  C.  B.  545. 
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1869.       and  weights  of  the  several  inclosed  packages.     They  con- 
Gartoh      sisted  of  drapery,  tobacco,  paper,  haberdashery,  and  one 
cask  of  spirits). — The  highest  class  to  which  any  of  these 


V. 

Bristol 


•^D  articles  belonir  is  the  fourth. 
Railway  Co.  Persons  in  trade,  not  carriers,  have  for  many  years  been 
in  the  constant  habit  of  sending  to  their  customers  by  the 
defendants'  railway  parcels  of  separate  and  distinct  packages 
made  up  into  single  parcels ;  and  in  many  of  these  cases 
the  nature  and  description  of  the  goods  contained  in  some 
of  such  packages  have  been  different  from  the  nature  and 
description  of  the  goods  contained  in  other  packages  in- 
closed in  same  parcels  respectively.  In  many  of  such  cases 
also,  several  of  such  inclosed  packages  respectively  have 
been  directed  to  and  intended  for  other  customers  or  per- 
sons than  the  consignees  of  such  parcels  respectively  resid- 
ing in  or  near  towns  or  places  to  which  such  parcels  were 
being  sent;  and  in  many  instances  during  that  time  several 
tradesmen  desirous  of  sending  their  respective  goods,  being 
of  different  natures  and  descriptions,  to  a  common  customer, 
have  sent  their  respective  packages  to  one  of  their  number 
to  be  packed  and  made  up  by  him  into  a  single  and  entire 
parcel  and  forwarded  to  their  said  customer  by  the  defend- 
ants* railway,  which  has  been  done  accordingly.  Parcels  of 
ail  these  descriptions  so  sent  by  persons  in  trade,  not  being 
carriers,  have  been  repeatedly  carried  by  the  defendants  on 
their  railway  between  Bristol  and  Bridgewater. 

In  cased  where  the  nature  of  the  contents  of  these  parcels 
has  not  been  declared  so  as  to  enable  the  defendants  to 
refer  them  to  any  particular  class,  the  sums  charged  and 
paid  for  the  carriage  of  such  parcels  have  been  after  the 
rate  chargeable  for  the  fifth  class  and  no  more,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  annoyed  consignee  hereinafter  mentioned.  The 
general  existence  of  this  practice  has  been  known  to  the 
defendants. 
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There  is  no  ride  incurred  by  the   defendants  in   the        1859. 
carriage  of  a  parcel  by  reason  of  its  consisting  of  several      g][7^ 
inclosares  from  diflerent  consiimors  or  for  different  con-       ^  <^- 

^  Bristol 

signees.  But  the  average  risk  incurred  by  the  defendants  and 
firom  the  carriage  of  a  parcel  consisting  of  inclosed  packages  Railway  Co. 
of  different  natures  and  descriptions,  is  greater  than  the 
ayenige  risk  incurred  by  them  from  the  carriage  of  a  parcel 
consisting  of  articles  ail  of  the  same  nature  and  description. 
This  extra  risk  is  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  caused  by  the 
frequent  presence  of  liquids  in  such  parcels,  the  ignorance 
of  the  defendants  of  the  presence  of  such  liquids,  the  inabi- 
lity of  the  defendants  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  suffi- 
ciently and  safely  packed,  the  chance  of  their  being  insuffi- 
ciently and  unsafely  packed,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  risk 
of  the  liquids  leaking  through  such  parcels  and  doing  damage 
to  the  goods  contained  in  the  said  parcels.  The  extent  of 
such  extra  risk  has  not  been  proved,  nor  is  there  any  satis- 
factory proof  that  a  charge  upon  all  such  parcels,  at  the 
rates  chaigeable  for  articles  of  the  fifth  class,  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  indemnify  the  defendants  against  such  extra  risk. 

As  a  general  rule  it  is,  practically  speaking,  impossible 
for  the  defendants  to  recognise  in  any  individual  instance 
a  ''packed  parcel"  in  either  sense  of  the  word;  and  the 
instructions  given  by  the  defendants  to  their  clerks  are, 
that  they  are  not  to  make  any  inquiries  of  the  consignor 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  individual  parcel 
is  or  is  not  a  ''packed  parcel  ;*'  but  if  the  nature  and  indi- 
vidual appearance  of  any  particular  parcel  is  such  as  to  raise 
a  conviction  in  the  mind  of  the  clerk  that  it  is  a  "  packed 
parcel,"  in  the  sense  attributed  to  that  term  by  the  de- 
fendants, he  is  to  charge  it  as  a  packed  parcel  unless  the 
sender  proves  to  his  satisfaction  that  it  is  not  a  "packed 
parcel." 

The  practical  result  of  the  system  adopted  by  the  de- 
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1869.        fendants  has  been  that  they  have  never  charged,  or.  so  tar 
^^*^      as  appears  by  the  evidence,  songht  or  attempted  to  charge, 
»-  any  parcel  sent  by  one  of  the  public,  not  being  a  carrier,  as 

A9D  a  "  packed  parcel,"  with  one  excepdon ;  and  then  no  steps 
Railway  Co.  had  been  taken  by  the  defendants  to  charge  the  parcel  as  a 
**  packed  parcel ;"  and  the  same  had  been  charged  and 
delivered  to  the  consignee  thereof  as  an  ordinary  parcel, 
but  the  consignee  being  annoyed  with  the  trouble  of  de- 
livering the  several  inclosures  to  the  persons  for  whom  they 
were  intended  voluntarily  went  and  told  the  defendants  and 
complained  to  them  of  the  annoyance  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected; and  then  the  defendants  said,  ^Give  us  back  your 
parcel  and  we  will  charge  you  *  Fifth  Class,'  with  50  percent, 
in  addition,  which  they  did  accordingly ;"  and  the  consignee 
paid  them  their  extra  charge  as  for  a  packed  parcel,  and 
except,  as  aforesaid,  in  every  case  where  a  parcel  has  been 
charged  as  a  packed  parcel,  such  parcel  has  been  a  carrier's 
parcel 

The  whole  of  the  railway  between  Bristol  and  Bridge- 
water  is  on  the  main  line  of  the  Company's  railway ;  and 
no  part  of  the  railway  over  which  the  parcels  in  question 
were  carried  forms  any  part  of  the  junction  railway,  or  of 
either  of  the  branch  railways  authorized  to  be  made  by  the 
statute  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.  The  distance  between  Bristol 
and  Bridgewater,  over  which  the  said  parcels  were  carried, 
is  33  miles,  and  the  sum  charged  for  the  carriage  of  the 
first-named  parcel  exceeds  the  maximum  sum  authorized 
to  be  charged  for  the  carriage  of  such  a  parcel  (after 
deducting  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  expense  of  loading  and 
unloading)  by  the  19th  section  of  the  last-named  Act  by  the 
sum  of  Is.  4d. ;  and  the  sum  charged  for  the  carriage  of 
the  packed  parcel  in  like  manner  exceeds  the  maximum 
sum  authorized  to  be  charged  by  that  Act  by  the  sum 
of  3s,  6d, 
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The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are :   First,  1869. 

whether  the  19th  section  of  the  &  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.  applies  ^^^ 

to  the  carriage  of  goods  b}*  the  defendants  on  their  railway  '• 

between  Bristol  and  Bridgewater.  and 

_,  ,  ,  *  EXETEB 

Secondly,  whether,  assuming  that  section  not  to  apply  Railway  Co. 
to  such  a  case,  the  defendants  were,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, justified  in  charging  for  the  carriage  of  the  second 
parcel  the  said  sum  of  Is.  6d.y  or  any  and  what  further 
sum  than  the  sum  of  5«.,  the  proper  sum  chargeable  for 
the  said  parcel  regarded  simply  as  a  parcel  of  the  fifth 
class. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  19th  section 
of  the  last  mentioned  statute  does  not  apply  to  the  carriage  of 
goods  under  the  circumstances  mentioned,  the  verdict  is 
to  stand  for  the  plaintiffs,  but  the  amount  is  to  be  reduced 
to  4$.  Sd.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  defendants,  under  the 
circumstances,  were  nevertheless  not  justified  in  charging 
for  the  carriage  of  the  second  parcel  the  said  sum  of  7s.  6dl, 
the  verdict  is  to  stand  for  the  plaintiffs,  but  the  amount 
is  to  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of  2s.  6d.  If  the  Court  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  last  mentioned  statute  does  not 
apply  to  this  case,  or  that  the  defendants  were,  under  the 
circumstances,  justified  in  charging  for  the  carriage  of  the 
second  parcel  the  said  sum  of  7s.  6cL,  the  verdict  for  the 
plaintiffs  is  to  be  set  aside  and  a  verdict  entered  for  the 
defendants. 

ColUery  for  the  plaintiffs. — The  case  raises  two  points: 
first,  whether  the  defendants  are  prohibited  by  the  8  &  9 
Vict.  c.  civ.  from  making  these  charges;  and  if  not, 
secondly,  whether  the  charge  to  carriers,  of  50  per  cent 
in  addition  to  the  rate  is  an  unequal  charge,  and  whether 
it  is  an  unreasonable  charge  if  all  persons  were  charged 
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alike.     The  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.  authorized  the  Bristol  and 
Exeter   Railway   Company   to  make  a  junction   railway 
V.  and  certain  branch  railways,  one  of  the  latter  commencing 

Bristol  ,  .i  •      i. 

AND  by  a  junction  with  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,  in  the 
Railway  Co.  parish  of  North  Petherton,  and  terminating  in  the  parish 
of  Yeovil.  Section  19  enacts.  "  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  Company  to  charge  in  respect  of  the  several 
articles,  matters  and  things  thereinafter  mentioned,  con- 
veyed on  the  railway f  any  greater  sum,  including  the  charges 
for  the  use  of  carriages,**  &c.  **  than  the  sums  thereinafter 
mentioned."  The  defendants  contend  that  the  words  *'the 
railway"  mean  the  junction  and  branch  railways  authorized 
by  that  Act  to  be  made.  The  plaintiiis  contend  that  it 
applies  to  all  the  Company's  railways.  The  Company  was 
incorporated  by  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvL  The  175th  section 
regulates  the  rate  of  tonnage  to  be  taken  by  the  Com- 
pany for  the  use  of  the  said  railway.  By  the  178th  section 
the  Company  are  authorized  to  provide  locomotive  engines 
and  in  carriages  or  waggons  drawn  or  propelled  thereby 
to  convey  upon  ^*  the  said  railway,"  and  also  along  and  upon 
any  other  railway  communicating  therewith,  all  such 
passengers,  cattle  and  other  animals,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  as  shall  be  offered  to  them  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  make  such  reasotiable  charges  for  such  conveyance 
as  they  may  from  time  to  time  determine  upon,  in  addition 
to  the  several  rates  or  tolls  by  this  Act  authorized  to  be 
taken.*'  Therefore,  if  the  question  depended  on  that  Act, 
it  would  merely  be  whether  the  charges  were  reasonable. 
The  3  Vict.  c.  xlvii.  recites,  that  it  is  expedient  that  some 
of  the  powers  and  provisions  of  the  6  Wm.  4.  c.  xxxvi., 
and  the  1  Vict.  c.  xxvi.  should  be  altered,  amended,  and 
enlarged.  The  28th  section  repeals  the  30th  section  of 
the  1  Vict.  c.  xxvi.,  which  provided  that  the  rates,  tolls 
and  charges  for  the  use  of  the  railway,  should  at  all  times 
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be  charged  eqnally   to  all  persons,   and  after   the  same       1859. 

rate  **  thronghoat  the  whole  of  the  said  raUway.^    In  like      ^-->r^^ 
,         „      *r.  Gabtoh 

manner  the  8  &  9  Vict,  c.  civ.,  s.  19,  uses  the  expression  ». 

"conveyed  on  the  railway,"  which  is   applicable  both  to         ard 

the  main  line  and  the  branches.     That  Act  recites  all  the  hailwatCo. 

previous  Acts:  also  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  capital 

« 

authorized  to  be  raised  by  these  Acts  should  be  increased, 
and  that  some  of  their  powers  and  provisions  should  be 
amended  and  enlarged ;  and  it  incorporates  the  "  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,"  and  certain  parts  of  the 
**  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845."  By  section  2, 
all  the  provisions,  matters  and  things  contained  in  the 
recited  Acts  are  made  applicable  to  that  Act.  Then  follow 
a  specific  class  of  provisions  relating  to  the  junction  rail- 
way and  branch  railways:  ss.  3,  4,  &c  The  17th  section 
enacts,  ''that  the  junction  railway  and  branch  railways 
shall  be  completed  within  five  years  from  the  passing  of  that 
Act"  The  terms  "junction  railway"  and  "branch  railways" 
are  then  dropped,  and  the  18th  section  enacts,  "that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  fer  the  Company  to  demand  any  greater 
sum  in  respect  of  the  carriage  of  passengers  conveyed  on 
the  railway  than  3A  per  passenger  per  mile,*'  &c.,  "  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  any  such  passenger  be  conveyed  for 
a  less  distance  than  six  miles,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

• 

Company  to  demand  and  receive  tolls  as  for  six  miles." 
Section  19,  which  also  uses  the  terms  "conveyed  on  the 
railway,'*  applies  to  the  whole  railway.  Section  20  enacts, 
"  that  every  passenger  travelling  upon  the  railway  may 
take  with  him  his  ordinary  luggage,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds  in  weight,"  &c.  In  section  23,  which 
enables  the  Company  to  create  new  shares,  the  legislature 
reverts  to  the  terms  "junction  railway,"  and  "  branch  rail- 
ways." The  legislature  having  used  the  terms  "the 
railway,"  "junction  railway,"  and  "branch  railway,"  when 
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they  speak  of  "  the  railway"  only,  they  mean  the  whole 
line.     There  are  other  provisions  which  are  clearly  appli- 
V.  cable  to  the  whole  railway,  such  as  the  power  to  borrow 

Bristol  ''  ,  .         i_     i     • 

AND  money  on  mortgage:  sect  30.  In  the  48th  section  the  legis- 
BuLWATCk).  lature  refers  to  the  **said  railway,  junction  railway,  and 
branch  railways"  as  separate  and  distinct  things.  Some 
light  is  thrown  on  the  subject  by  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  clxxxi., 
"  for  making  a  railway  from  the  Yeovil  branch  of  the  Bristol 
and  Exeter  Railway  to  or  towards  the  town  of  Crewkeme, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  for  amending  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway.*'  In  that  Act, 
when  the  legislature  meant  the  branch  railway,  it  is  so 
expressed.  The  8th  section  enacts  that,  "  the  said  branch 
railway"  shall  be  completed  within  five  years.  Section  9 
limits  the  charge  for  conveyance  of  passengers  *^on  the 
branch  railway;"  and  whereas,  by  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ., 
s.  18,  the  Company  are  authorized  to  charge  for  six  miles 
where  a  passenger  is  conveyed  less  than  that  distance,  by 
the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  clxxxi.,  s.  9,  the  Company  are  only 
to  charge  on  the  branch  railway  for  four  miles  where  a 
passenger  is  conveyed  a  less  distance  than  four  miles.  That 
alteration  shews  that  in  the  previous  Act  the  legislature 
did  not  mean  the  branch  railways  only,  but  the  whole  line. 
Section  10,  which  limits  the  charge  for  the  conveyance  of 
goods,  uses  the  words,  *'on  the  railway,"  which  there 
means  the  railway  mentioned  in  the  previous  section,  viz., 
the  branch  railway. 

Secondly,  assuming  that  the  19th  section  of  the  8  &  9 
Vict  c  civ.  does  not  apply  to  the  carriage  of  goods  on  the 
main  line,  the  question  is,  whether  the  charge  of  50  per 
cent.,  in  addition  to  the  usual  rate,  is  an  unequal  or  an 
unreasonable  charge.  [Martin^  B. — The  question  of  in- 
equality is  a  matter  of  fact.]  The  case  finds  that  the 
defendants  never  charge  any  parcel  sent  by  persons,  not 
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carriers,  as  "  a  packed  parcel."    It  also  finds  that  carriers        1869. 

are  asked  whether  the  parcel  is  a  packed  parcel,  but  no       ^JT"^^^^ 

question  is  asked  of  other  persons.     Crouch  v.  The  Great  ». 

Bbistol 
Northern    Railway    Company  {a\    Parker  v.    Tlie    Great         and 

£XSTBK 

Western  Railway  Company  (&),  are  authorities  that  the  de-  Railway  Co. 
fendants  are  not  justiBed  in  charging  an  additional  rate  for 
packages  containing  parcels  belonging  to  different  persons. 
Edwards  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  {c)  ex- 
pressly decided,  that  a  railway  company  cannot  lawfully 
charge  a  carrier  a  rate  larger  than  that  charged  to  the  rest  of 
the  public.  But,  assuming  that  the  defendants  charged  all 
persons  alike,  the  charge  is  unreasonable.  Though  the  case 
finds  that  there  may  be  some  extra  risk  from  the  parcel 
containing  liquids,  yet  the  extent  of  such  extra  risk  was  not 
proved. 

Butt  (with  whom  were  Kinglake,  Seijt,  and  Montague 
Smiih\  for  the  defendants.— The  1 9th  section  of  the  8  &  9 
Vict,  c  civ.  applies  only  to  the  junction  and  branch  rail- 
ways authorized  to  be  made  by  that  Act,  the  main  line 
remains  under  the  provisions  of  the  original  Act,  6  Wm.  4, 
c.  xxxvi.  That  construction  is  recognised  in  the  15  Vict 
c.  ix.,  (the  Act  *^  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Act  relating 
to  the  Yeovil  branch  of  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway, 
and  to  authorize  a  deviation  in  the  line  of  such  branch 
railway"),  by  the  17th  section  of  which  the  Company  may 
make  the  same  charges  in  respect  of  the  new  or  substituted 
line.  The  3rd  section  of  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.  empowers 
the  Company  to  make  a  junction  railway  and  three  branch 
railways,  according  to  certain  plans.  The  6th  section 
commences,  **  whereas  the  railway  is  intended  to  be  carried 


(a)  II  Exch.  742.  (&)  11  C.  B.  645. 

(c)  11  C.  B.  588. 
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over  the  navigable  river  Parrelt,"  &c.,  clearly  meaning  the 

junction  railway  and  branch  railways.      In  like  manner 

V.  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  12th,  and  15th  sections  use  the 

Bristol  -i  ••       r  -n       rm       i     •  i 

AND  term    "the   railway.        [Martin,   B. — The   legislature    is 

Railway  Co.  speaking  of  the  railway  on  certain  defined  localities.]  In 
the  1 7th  section  the  expression  is  changed,  and  the  terms 
"junction  railway  and  branch  railways"  are  again  made 
use  of.  The  18th,  19th  and  20th  sections  revert  to 
the  term  "  the  railway."  The  23rd  section  has  the  words 
"junction  railway  and  branch  railways."  In  the  46th  sec- 
tion, which  relates  to  the  main  line,  the  words  are  "  the 
railway  by  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  xxzvi.  authorized." 
Again,  the  48th  and  49th  sections  speak  of  "  the  said  rail- 
way, junction  railway,  and  branch  railways."  Therefore, 
when  it  is  intended  that  the  term  "the  railway"  should 
apply  to  the  main  line  it  is  so  expressed.  If  the  19th 
section  be  construed  as  contended  for  by  the  plaintiffs,  it 
would  repeal  the  1 78th  section  of  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi. 
The  branch  railway  authorized  to  be  made  by  the  9  &  10 
Vict.  c.  clxxxi.  has  never  been  made,  and  the  time  limited 
by  the  Act  for  making  it  has  expired. 

Then  with  respect  to  the  alleged  inequality  of  charge, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  case  to  shew  that  the  defendants 
dealt  unequally  with  the  public.  Moreover,  the  charges 
were  not  unreasonable.  The  defendants  were  entitled  to 
charge  for  the  extra  risk  occasioned  by  spirits  being  pmcked 
with  drapery.  In  PiddingUm  v.  The  South  Eastern  Rail- 
way  Company  (a\  it  was  left  to  the  jury  to  say  whether 
there  was  increased  risk  in  the  carriage  of  packed  parcels. 
Crouch  V.  The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  {b)  left 
this  question  untouched.  If  a  carrier  packs  in  one  parcel 
a  variety  of  goods,  some  of  which  are  of  such  a  nature  that 

(a)  27  L.  J.,  C.  P.  295.  (6)  11  Exch.  742. 
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they  are  likely  to  injure  the  others,  it  is  reasonable  that       1869. 

the  Company  should  make  an  extra  charge  for  the  extra      ^-^^^--^ 

risk  which  they  incur.  0. 

Bristol 

Collier  was  not  called  upon  to  reply.  Exetbr 

Railway  Co. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  judgment.  Certainly  these  Acts  are  not  drawn 
with  that  precision  or  correctness  which  is  desirable,  and 
the  term  **  the  railway  "  sometimes  means  the  junction  and 
branch  railways,  sometimes  the  entire  railway.  We  are  to 
decide  what  is  meant  by  "the  railway"  in  the  19th  section 
of  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.  It  would  not  be  a  bad  plan,  in 
construing  these  Acts,  to  consider  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  are  passed.  The  Company  prepare  a  bill  relating 
to  their  particular  object;  the  legislature  says  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  you  to  charge  more  than  a  certain  sum  for  con- 
veyance on  your  railway.  You  are  the  proprietor  of  a  certain 
railway;  and  though  you  split  that  railway  into  a  junction, 
branches  and  main  line,  still  you  shall  not  charge  above 
a  certain  rate  for  conveyance  on  that  railway.  The  junc- 
tion and  branch  railways  hre  not  aptly  described  as  "  the 
railway.**  If  that  expression  applied  to  them  alone,  on 
a  portion  of  the  line,  for  instance  from  Bristol  to  Yeovil, 
there  would  be  a  charge  for  one  part  of  the  distance  at  one 
rate,  and  for  another  part  at  another  rate.  No  doubt  the 
clause  was  put  in  the  Act  by  those  who  intended  to  intro- 
duce a  general  restraint,  though  it  is  couched  in  language 
not  calculated  to  effect  that  object  This  being  the  Act  of 
the  Company,  if  the  intention  was  that  they  should  be  at 
liberty  to  charge  more  for  the  carriage  of  goods  on  one  part 
of  their  line  than  on  another,  it  was  for  them  to  make  that 
clear,  by  saying  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  them  to 
charge  more  than  a  certain  sum  on  the  junction  railway 
and  branch  railways.  The  language  will  apply  to  the  whole 
railway,  and  if  that  construction  in   some  instances  fiiils 
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to  effectnaoe  the  ioteotioo  of  the  firamefs  of  the  Act,  it 
if  the  fiuik  of  the  CocnpaDj  who  ought  to  hare  made  it 
plain.  The  ioterpretatioo  dame  (sect.  47)^  vhicfa  sajs 
^•""  that  the  singular  shaD  indnde  the  phml,  does  not  «pplj; 
Kaji^watCa.  if  the  expreasioo  had  been  **  opoo  the  railwajs***  the  qiie»- 
tioo  woold  hare  been  the  ame.  It  aeens  to  me  that  we 
are  boond  to  construe  this  danse  as  appGcable  to  the  vhole 
nulwaj,  and  not  to  the  junction  and  branch  nutwajs  ooly. 
It  is  a  daoae  in  refeience  to  vhich  the  pobiic  haie  oertam 
rights,  and,  as  between  the  Companj  and  the  pobfic,  if  the 
daose  will  applj  to  the  whole  Kne  we  ought  to  pot  that 
coostmction  opon  it ;  fer  if  the  Company  meant  to  restrain 
it  to  a  particular  part  of  the  nolwaj,  thej  dioukl  haie  done 
flo  in  plain  words.  We  are  caDed  opon  to  oonstme  the 
danse  so  as  to  make  it  sensible.  Upon  these  gromidB^  it 
appeals  to  me  that  the  19th  section  of  the  8  &  9  \lct.c.dT. 
does  apply  to  the  rulway  between  Bristol  and  Exeto*  as 
weD  as  to  the  junction  and  branch  lailwaya. 

As  to  the  other  quesdons^  since  they  may  arise  again,  it 
may  be  oooTenient  to  give  an  opinion  upon  them.  I  think 
that  the  defendants  were  not  entitled  to  charge  more  than 
5jl  far  the  carriage  of  the  parceL  The  rid^  was  inappre- 
ciable, and  the  charge  of  50  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the 
rate  was  unreasonable.  Therefore,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
our  judgment  most  be  fix*  the  plainti& 


Mastdi,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  construe  the  18th  and  19th  sectioi»  of  the 
8  &  9  Vict,  c  dT.,  in  the  manner  required  by  the  defendants^ 
The  Act  is  the  Act  of  the  Company,  prepared  by  their  Im^I 
adrisers^  and  in  which  it  may  be  reasonably  required  that  they 
should  haTe  inserted  words  so  as  to  preclude  aQ  motake. 
(His  Lordship  read  the  18th  and  19th  sections)^  The  Act  w» 
psmed  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Bristol^and  Exeter 
railway,  and  to  anthoriie  the  fcrmatiun  of  a  junction  rail- 
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way,  and  several  branch  railways  connected  with  the 
same.  One  of  those  branch  railways  goes  to  Yeovil,  and 
if  the  defendants'  view  is  correct  a  passenger  travelling 
from  Bristol  to  Yeovil  would  be  charged  less  upon  one  part 
of  the  line  than  upon  the  other  part  of  the  line,  so  that 
he  would  pay  two  different  rates  for  different  parts  of  his 
journey.  That  seems  to  me  absurd.  However,  the  ground 
of  my  opinion  is,  that  considering  the  ambiguity  of  the  Act, 
we  are  entitled  to  call  upon  the  Company  to  clear  it  up.  It 
may  be  that  a  limitation  of  the  charges  on  all  the  lines  was 
made  by  the  legislature  as  the  condition  upon  which  they 
would  grant  powers  to  make  the  junction  and  branch  lines. 
With  respect  to  the  other  point  two  objections  were  made : 
first,  that  the  charges  were  not  equal.  If  a  carrier  brings  a 
parcel,  a  presumption  is  made  against  him ;  but  it  is  per- 
fectly plain  that  other  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  sending 
the  same  kind  of  parcels,  and  no  question  is  asked.  Then 
bow  can  the  charge  be  equal  when  one  person  is  uniformly 
charged  at  a  particular  rate,  50  per  cent  less  than  a  carrier 
is  charged  ?  No  doubt  there  is  extra  risk  in  some  packed 
parcels,  and  for  which  the  Company  would  have  a  right  to 
charge  extra;  for  instance,  if  soda  water,  one  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  Rate  Bill,  was  packed  with  silk,  which  is 
another  article,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  silk  might  be 
injured  and  the  Company  would  be  responsible  ;  therefore 
it  is  reasonable  that  in  some  cases  an  extra  charge  should 
be  made.  As  a  general  rule,  I  am  disposed  to  lay  down, 
that  no  extra  charge  should  be  made  for  packed  parcels, 
though  for  such  as  contain  liquids  some  extra  charge  would 
not  be  unreasonable;  but  it  is  certainly  unreasonable  to 
make  different  charges  to  different  persons  for  the  same 
packed  parcels. 


V. 

Bristol 

AMD 

Exeter 
Railway  Co. 


Watson,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  are 
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csmled  to  h^m^^u  The  fits  qwsdoo  is,  as  to  die 
^  rf  the  19di  section  of  cbe  S  &  9  Vict,  c  dr. 
of  o{)fiiioo  thaf.  vpoa  xbe  erne  ctiu&uuuiao  of  the 
it  extends  noc  onlj  to  ihe  jancdoo  awl  branch 
€«.  uBmxws  but  abo  to  die  osim  railway.  I  wiH  noc  cuuauue 
tbe  cnactnenc  hr  Vke  partkuLar  expreaEoon  ^  tbe  railwmj  ;* 
hat  look  ac  ere  eeoenl  dfevacttr  of  the  Act  and 
die  infimdixi  of  dbe  le^c^Latuse  wasL  The  Act  is  tu 
dte  Acts  rriacme  to  dfie  BnscjL  ami  Execs  E^ailwaj,  and 
to  amlbjgae  the  Iksnnsiaixt  of  a  raccdoo.  raCwsT  and  facancfa 
rsl*vsis.  Ic  EecsQK  that  the  w»^^wg  is£  a  Tixzctaon  railway 
and  doree  bcaoctr  rail-vars  wouid  be  of  creac  pofa&c  adran- 
taoe.  aod  dbic  it  s  expedient  dtac  the  caoccal  of  the  Com- 
pBDj  abofXid  CK  iccreagedy  and  that  some  of  the  poveis 
and  prjiuaopg  of  dxeir  Acts  ^xouLd  he  aoaeaded  and 
coiacsnL  So  that  the  ocject  of  the  Act  was  not  that  these 
dtofild  be  sepersDe  railwajs^  but  diat  aS  die  caiLwmjs  of  the 
Comcaoj  axoidd  be  as  one  railwaj  and  muier  one  capccaL 
Then  is  the  I9th  ciause  cuosotenc  widi  the  prc]««ana  of 
the  tiniuei  Act.  6  Was.  -k  c  xxxvi.  ?  The  ITi^di  section 
tif  thaL  Act  jars  tunc  the  CompanT  maT  make  soch  nsasa*- 
moiB  chanter  as  the^  tna^  ^ram  czme  to  r?mig  deoeznune 
upon.  The  ISth  sectiinx  of  the  >  ^  9  VIcl.  c  »▼.«  which 
applies  ai  jaitiig!gr&>  omits  the  diai^  tbr  their  oonaeT- 
ance  to  a  certain  «m  :  but  it  aay  pa^en^ner  is  conwejed 
&r  a  ieai  distaace  man  six  imies»  the  Company  m^^  churxe 
tbr  iix  mile&.  Suppose  :i  person  ^oes  mioi  Yeovil  to 
Exeter*  is  he  ou  be  chained  ^epanuei^  iir  each  part  of  die 
railwaT?  Or  soppose  j  pecsoo  about  to  tiavei  :i  leas  ^fistanoe 
dxan  ax  mi]e%  starts  tzom  the  branch  line  and  proceeifa 
on  die  anin  line,  is  be  co  be  charged  a^  i)r  ^x  milea^  or 
onij  die  <fistance  he  laveis?  I  jm  dxenstbre  of  opinion 
tint  die  IStfa  «cdon  jppde<  :o  die  jrhoie  ioe  of  railwmv. 
rhen  die  I*ich  section  sa^s.  that  toe  V.  ompanv  dbail  onlT 
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charge  a  certain  sum  for  goods  conveyed  "  on  the  railway:"        i869. 
that  is  perfectly  general,  and  applies  to  the  whole  line  of      ^j^     ^ 
railway.     It  appears  to  me  that  if  we  look  to  the  object  of  »• 

the  Act,  it  is  not  an  Act  conferring  a  power  to  charge,  but  and 

creating  a  hmitation  of  charge,  and  that  it  does  not  treat  Railway  Co. 
this  Company  as  several  Companies  with  separate  lines  of 
railway,  but  as  one  Company  having  one  line  of  railway. 
I  think  that  the  19th  section  applies  not  only  to  the 
junction  railway  and  branch  railways  but  also  to  the  main 
railway. 

Then  as  to  the  other  points. — It  appears  that  not  only 
carriers  but  other  persons  not  in  that  trade  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  sending  packed  parcels  by  this  railway ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  the  Company  deal  unequally  as  regards 
carriers  and  such  persons.  A  carrier  is  asked  whether 
the  parcel  is  a  packed  parcel,  but  that  is  not  so  in  the  case 
of  persons  not  in  the  trade.  Therefore  the  dealing  is 
unequal  in  that  respect.  Then  as  to  the  inequality  in 
charge,  a  carrier  is  charged  for  a  packed  parcel  50  per  cent 
more  than  other  persons.  It  is  said  that  there  is  extra 
risk  in  carrying  a  packed  parcel,  but  the  arbitrator  has 
found  that  such  extra  risk  was  not  proved.  It  may  be  that 
there  is  some  extra  risk,  but  it  is  inappreciable.  For  these 
reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  19th  section  of  the  8  &  9 
Vict  c.  civ.  applies  to  the  main  railway,  junction  and 
branch  railways,  and  that  the  charge  to  the  plain  tifiis  was 
unequal  and  unreasonable. 

Channell,  6. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plaintifis 
are  entitled  to  judgment  The  first  question  for  our  con- 
sideration is,  whether  the  defendants  are  not  bound  to 
limit  their  charge  with  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the 
19th  section  of  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.  It  is  conceded 
that  if  the  defendants  are  bound  to  regulate  their  charge 

E  2 
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1859.        by  that  enactment,  there  has  been  an  overcharge.     I  am 
^2^^       of  opinion   that   they  are  bound   to   do   so.     Before   the 
«'•  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.  passed^  this  Company  was  incorporated 

AND  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  railway,  called  the  Bristol  and 

RailwatCo.  Exeter  Railway.  On  the  31st  July,  1845,  the  8  &  9 
Vict.  c.  civ.  passed,  which  provided  for  the  formation  of  a 
junction  railway  and  three  branch  railways.  It  is  argued 
that  the  1 9th  section  of  that  Act  only  regulates  the  charge 
in  respect  of  the  carriage  of  goods  either  on  the  junction 
or  on  the  branch  railways,  and  that  it  has  no  application 
to  the  carriage  of  goods  along  the  main  railway.  I  think 
that  is  not  the  proper  construction  of  the  Act.  In  the 
first  place  it  contemplates  an  increased  capital^  and  the 
junction  and  branch  and  main  railways  as  belonging  to  one 
Company.  It  is  argued  that  the  language  of  the  19th  sec- 
tion, which  uses  the  words  "  the  railway,"  cannot  apply  to 
any  part  but  the  original  line.  Those  words,  however,  are 
more  in  favour  of  the  plaintiflfe'  construction  than  the 
defendants' :  the  clause  would  otherwise  be  insufficient  to 
include  the  main  line,  junction,  and  branch  railways. 

Then  as  to  the  other  points. — The  first  objection  is,  that 
however  just  the  Company  may  have  been  in  charging 
packed  parcels  at  the  rate  of  the  fifth  class,  yet  they  are 
not  justified  in  charging  persons  who  are  carriers  50  per 
cent,  added  to  that  rate.  PrimS  facie  that  is  an  unrea- 
sonable charge.  The  Company  are  bound  to  charge  all 
{)ersons  equally,  and  are  not  entitled  to  raise  the  charge  to 
carriers  in  respect  of  packed  parcels.  If  the  case  stood 
there,  it  would  be  impossible  to  contend  that  this  was  not 
an  unequal  charge ;  but  we  are  bound  by  the  authority  of 
decided  cases,  and  this  point  has  been  already  decided. 
It  is  said  that  it  appears  by  the  case  that  there  was  an 
increased  risk.  Then  the  question  is,  whether  one  pack- 
age, containing  spirits,  being  included  in  the  parcel,  may 
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.<     risk.     I  cannot  see        1859. 
.:it.  was  warranted.     If      )T^     ' 

Ga  ETON 

il   that  must  be  cot  rid  of  "• 

^  Bristol 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  and 

Exeter 
iiiat  fact,  and  it   was  for  the    Railway  Co. 

i  iic   arbitrator's   finding  is,   in 

may  be  some  extra  risk,  it  is 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 
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nation  stated  that  the  defendant  on,  &c.,  by  By  deed  of 

seD&r&t  ion 

'venanted  with  the  plaintiff  that  he,  the  defend-  between  the 
.*1  yearly,  during  the  joint  lives  of  the  defendant  his  wife,  the 
itiierine  his  wife,  pay  to  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  for  cofcnamed 
^:iid  Catherine  for  her  sole  use  an  annuity  of  200/.  Jff^batbI""' 
quarterly  payments. — Breach:  non-payment  of  50il  for  would  every 

■•'*■'  *    •'  year  during 

une  quarter.  the  joint  li^es 

^  ,  of  himself 

Plea. — That  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  the  and  his  wife 

pay  to  the 

defendant  became  bankrupt  within   the   true  intent  and  plaintiff;  as  a 

meaning  of  the  statutes  in  force   concerning   bankrupts,  to  her  separate 

and  that  the  alleged  cause  of  action  accrued  before  he  I^^togethc^r"™ 

became  bankrupt.— Issue  thereon.  ^^f^^^^  ^^^ 

By  order  of  a  Judee,  the  following  case  was  stated  for  »nj«»^?*  of 

^  °  *^  other  income 

the  opinion  of  this  Court : —  to  arise  from 

^  948/.  6#.  4//. 

Bank  3  per 
•mt.  Amniities,  or  finom  other  funds  settled  or  which  might  be  settled  to  her  separate  use  and 
wUdi  migfat  be  received  by  her,  would  make  one  clear  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  200/.,  such 
aunitj  to  ooauDence  from  the  11th  January,  1854,  and  to  be  paid  by  u>ur  eren  and  equal 
qeerrcirly  peyments :  Provided,  that  if  the  defendant  and  his  wife  should  at  any  time  thereafter 
eotebit  H  nuui  and  wife,  that  then  and  from  thenceforth  the  said  annuity  should  cease.  On 
tiM  39tli  September.  1854.  and  while  the  defendant  and  his  wife  continued  to  live  separate,  the 
defcodant  became  bankrupt.—  HeU,  that  the  annual  sum,  so  covenanted  to  be  paid  by  the 
defaadant  Ibr  the  separate  use  of  his  wife,  was  not  an  **  annuity  "  within  the  175th  section  of  the 
BeakmpC  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  nor  a  "  debt  payable  upon  a  contingency  **  within  the 
ITitli  eection,  or  a  "liability  to  pay  money  upon  a  contingency  '*  within  the  1 78th  section ;  and 
itly  the  certificate  was  no  bar  to  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  a  quarterly  payment 
doe  after  the  bankruptcy. 
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This  action  is  brought  to  recover  50/.,  alleged  to  have 
become  due  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintifi;  on  the 
11th  of  October,  1857,  by  virtue  of  a  covenant  contained 
in  a  deed  dated  20th  of  March,  1854,  and  made  between 
the  defendant  of  the  first  part,  his  wife  Catherine  of  the 
second  part,  and  the  plaintiff  of  the  third  part,  and  which 
deed  was  duly  executed  by  the  defendant  in  the  year  1855 ; 
and  by  the  other  parties  thereto  in  1854,  and  on  or  about 
the  day  of  its  date. 

The  deed  (so  far  as  material)  is  as  follows : — 
"  This  indenture  made  the  20th  day  of  March,  a.d.  1854, 
between  John  Ince,  of,  &c.,  of  the  first  part,  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  the  said  John  Ince,  of  the  second  part,  and  Wilmot 
Parker  of  the  third  part.  Whereas  differences  have  arisen 
and  still  subsist  between  John  Ince  and  Catherine  his  wife, 
and  by  reason  of  the  same  they  have  agreed  to  live  separate 
and  apart  from  each  other ;  and  the  said  John  Ince  hath 
agreed  to  allow  and  pay  the  said  Catherine  such  yearly 
sum  as,  together  with  the  interest  to  arise  from  funds 
settled,  or  which  may  be  settled  to  her  separate  use,  will 
make  up  one  clear  amount,  or  clear  yearly  sum  of  200/.,  as 
and  for  her  separate  maintenance  and  support,  during  the 
joint  lives  of  herself  and  the  said  John  Ince,  subject  never- 
theless to  the  proviso  hereinafter  contained ;  and  the  said 
Wilmot  Parker,  a  trustee  named  by  the  said  Catherine 
Ince,  hath  agreed  to  enter  into  the  covenant  hereinafter 
contained:  Now  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that  in  pur- 
suance and  performance  of  the  said  agreement,  the  said 
John  Ince  doth  hereby,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  &c.,  coven- 
ant, promise  and  agree  with  and  to  the  said  Wilmot  Parker 
as  such  trustee,  his  heirs,  &c.,  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say,  that  the  said  Catherine  Ince  may  fi*om  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  live  separate  and  apart  fi'om  the  said 
John  Ince  her  husband,  as  if  she  were  sole  and  unmarried. 


Parker 
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&C.    And  further,  that  he  the  said  John  Ince  shall  and  will       1859. 

yearly  and  every  year  during  the  joint  lives  of  hira  the 

said  John  Ince  and  Catherine  Ince,  well  and  truly  pay  or  ©. 

Ince. 
cause  to  be  paid,  into  the  proper  hands  of  the  said  Wilmot 

Parker  as  such  trustee  for  the  said  Catherine  Ince  as  afore- 
said, to  and  for  her  sole  and  separate  use  and  benefit,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  she,  in  writing  signed  with  her 
proper  hand,  shall  from  time  to  time,  notwithstanding  her 
coverture  direct,  or  appoint,  such  sum  as  together  with  the 
dividends  and  interest  or  other  income  to  arise  from  the 
sum  of  948/.  6s.  Ad.  Bank  3  per  cent.  Annuities  standing  to 
the  credit  of  a  certain  cause  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  of 
Cumming  v.  Brewer,  or  from  other  funds  settled,  or  which 
may  be  settled  to  her  separate  use,  and  which  may  be 
received  by  her,  will  make  one  clear  annuity  or  yearly  sum 
of  200/.,  such  annuity  to  commence  from  the  1 1th  day  of 
January  last  past,  and  to  be  paid  by  four  even  and  equal 
quarterly  payments,  on  the  llth  day  of  April,  the  11th 
day  of  July,  the  llth  day  of  October,  and  the  llth  day  of 
January  in  every  year,  without  any  abatement  or  deduc- 
tion whatever;  the  first  payment  thereof,  less  the  sum 
of  20/.,  which  has  been  paid  on  account  thereof  to  the 
said  Catherine  Ince  at  or  before  the  sealing  and  delivering 
of  these  presents,  to  be  made  on  the  llth  day  of  April 
now  next  ensuing.  And  this  indenture  also  witnesseth, 
that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agree- 
ments hereinbefore  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  John 
Ince,  and  also  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  5i., 
&c  by  the  said  John  Ince  to  the  said  Wilmot  Parker,  as 
such  trustee  as  aforesaid  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid,  &c., 
he  the  said  Wilmot  Parker  for  himself,  his  heirs,  &c.,  doth 
covenant,  &c.  to  and  with  the  said  John  Ince,  his  executors, 
&c.,  by  these  presents  in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say) 
that  the  said  Catherine  Ince  shall  not  at  any  time  here- 
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after  molest  or  disturb  the  said  John  Ince,  or  require  or 
by  any  rae^ns  whatever,  either  by  ecclesiastical  censure, 
or  by  taking  out  any  citation  or  process,  or  by  commencing 
or  instituting  any  suit  whatsoever,  or  in  any  other  manner, 
endeavour  to  compel  the  said  John  Ince  to  cohabit  or  live 
with  her,  or  to  compel  any  restitution  of  conjugal  rights. 
And  further,  that  the  said  Wilmot  Parker,  as  such  trustee 
as  aforesaid,  his  heirs,  &c.,  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  well  and  sufficiently  save,  defend, 
and  keep  harmless  and  indemnified  the  said  John  Ince, 
his  heirs,  &c.,  and  his  and  their  real  and  personal  estate, 
of,  from  and  against  all  and  every  the  debt  and  debts 
which  the  said  Catherine  Ince  already  hath  contracted,  or 
shall  or  may  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  during  the  said 
separation  contract,  with  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever, and  every  part  thereof;  and  of  and  from  all  actions, 
suits,  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  on  account  thereof; 
Provided  always  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  to 
be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents  and  of 
the  said  parties,  that  in  case  the  said  John  Ince  and 
(yatherine  his  wife  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  with  their 
mutual  consent  come  together  and  cohabit,  as  man  and 
wife,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  and  from  thenceforth,  the 
said  annuity  or  yearly  sum  necessary  to  make  up  the  said 
annuity  of  2002.,  hereinbefore  covenanted  and  agreed  to  be 
paid,  shall  cease  and  be  no  longer  payable ;  and  from  thence- 
forth all  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter  contained 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  Wilmot  Parker,  as  such 
trustee  as  aforesaid,  shall  become  absolutely  null  and  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  anything  herein- 
before contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding.    In  witness,"  &c. 

The  defendant  and  his  said  wife  are  still  living  sepa- 
rately from  each  other,  and  they  have  never  come  together, 
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or  cohabited  as  man  and  wife  since  the  execution  of  the 
said  deed* 

No  other  funds  have  been  settled  to  the  separate  use 
of  the  defendant's  said  wife  save  and  except  the  sum  of 
948/.  6s,  4d.,  3  per  cent  Annuities,  mentioned  in  the  said 
deed.  The  quarterly  payment  to  be  made  by  the  defend- 
ant, in  pursuance  of  the  said  deed,  on  the  11th  day  of 
October,  1857,  was  60/.,  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid. 
On  the  29th  day  of  September,  1856,  the  defendant  was 
adjudicated  bankrupt,  and  on  the  27th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1857,  he  duly  obtained  his  certificate  of  conformity 
as  such  bankrupt.  The  plaintiff  did  not  prove,  or  at- 
tempt to  prove,  any  debt  or  claim  in  respect  of  the  said 
annuity,  against  the  said  defendant  under  his  said  bank- 
ruptcy. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether  or 
not  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  in  this  action. 

If  the  Court  shall  be  of  opinion  in  the  affirmative,  judg- 
ment is  to  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  50Z.  and  costs  of 
suit ;  and  if  in  the  negative,  then  judgment  shall  be  entered 
for  the  defendant,  with  costs  of  defence. 

Petersdoffff  Serjt,  argued  for  the  plaintiff  (a). — The 
question  is,  whether  the  covenant  to  make  these  quarterly 
payments  constitutes  a  demand  which  was  capable  of  being 
proved  under  the  bankruptcy  of  the  defendant  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act, 
1849  (12  &  13  Vict.  c.  106).  The  covenant  is  subject  to 
several  contingencies.  First :  there  is  the  contingency  of 
the  duration  of  the  joint  lives  of  the  defendant  and  his  wife. 
This,  if  it  stood  alone,  might  be  capable  of  valuation. 
But,  secondly,  the  amount  payable  is  to  be  subject  to  re- 

(a)  In  Michaelmas  Term,  November  10.    Before  Pollack,  C.  B., 
Martin^  B.,  WtUion,  B.,  and  ChanneU,  B. 
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ductioD,  the  amount  of  such  reduction  depending  upon  the 
dividends,  interest,  or  othfer  income  to  arise  from  the  sum 
948/.  6s.  4rf.,  settled  on  the  wife.  Thirdly,  such  amount 
is  to  be  further  reduced  by  the  income  to  arise  from  other 
funds  settled,  which  may  or  may  not  on  some  subsequent 
event  be  realized ;  or  fourthly,  by  the  income  from  funds 
which  may  hereafter  be  settled.  Therefore,  the  future 
amount  of  the  annual  payments  to  which  the  defendant  may 
be  liable  cannot  be  even  surmised.  As  to  the  duration  of 
the  annuity  there  is  the  additional  contingency  that  it  is 
to  cease  if  the  defendant  and  his  wife  should  again  cohabit. 
It  is  therefore  impossible  to  fix  in  any  manner  the  value  of 
the  covenant.  The  clause  enabling  parties  to  prove  the 
value  of  annuities,  (sect.  175),  applies  only  to  annuities 
granted  for  a  pecuniary  consideration.  In  the  case  of 
In  re  Foster  {a)  the  amount  of  the  payment  was  sub- 
ject to  similar  contingencies,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
covenantee  could  not  prove  against  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
rupt, the  covenantor,  in  respect  of  instalments  becoming 
due  subsequent  to  the  bankruptcy.  That  case  arose  under 
the  6  Geo.  4,  c.  16.  Section  177  of  the  Bankrupt  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1849,  is  a  repetition  of  the  56th  section  of  that 
Act  Ex  parte  Davis  (b)  shews  that  a  contingency  depend- 
ing on  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife,  and  of  a  widow 
not  marrying  again,  is  incapable  of  valuation,  and  there- 
fore that  a  proof  in  respect  of  a  sum  payable  on  such  con- 
tingency could  not  be  admitted.  [Bramwell,  B. — If  this 
case  is  within  the  statute  at  all  it  is  within  the  178th  sec- 
tion.] In  Warburg  v.  Tucker  (c)  a  covenant  by  the  de- 
fendant to  pay  premiums  of  insurance  on  his  own  life,  and 
if  he  did  not  pay  them,  that  the  plaintiff  might  pay  them, 
and  the  defendant  would  repay  him,  was  held  not  to  be 

(a)  9  C.  B.  422.  (c)  5  E.  &  B.  384,  affirmed  in 

{b)  Mont.  121 ;  S.  C.  on  appeal,      error  Trin.  Vac.  1858. 
Mont.  297. 


Parkeb 
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"  a  liability  to  pay  money  upon  a  contingency"  within  the 
178th  section,  because  the  contingencies  were  incapable  of 
valuation.  e. 

Ince. 
Wilde  (with  whom  was  J.  A.  Russell),  for  the  defendant. — 
The  case  of  Warburg  v.  Tucker  {a)  bears  no  analogy  to  the 
present  case.     A  covenant,  which  is  the  subject  of  proof, 
must   be   a  covenant   to   pay  money  to   the  person  who 
proves ;  but  it  was  not  so  in  that  case.     There  the  plaintiff, 
a  creditor  of  the  defendant,  held  a  policy  of  insurance  on 
the  defendant's  life  as  a  security  for  his  debt.     The  cove- 
nant was  not  to  pay  the  premiums  of  insurance   to  the 
plaintiff,  but  to  third  parties.     The  plaintiff's  right  was 
only  to  be  compensated  in  damages  if  he  should  sustain 
injury  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  failure  to  keep  up  the 
policy.     The  plaintiff's  claim  sounded  wholly  in  damages, 
and  was  in  no  sense  a  debt.     There  was   therefore    no 
"  liability  to  pay  money  on  a  contingency."     In  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  Chamber  Williams,  J.,  put  the  case  expressly 
upon  that  ground.     Young  v.  Winter  (b)  was  a  case  of  the 
same  kind.     Here  there  is  a  covenant  to  pay  money  to  the 
plaintiff.     In   Ex  parte  Parratt  (c)   an   annuity   payable 
while  a  person  should  continue  to  superintend  brine  pits, 
which   might   have   been  discontinued  by  the   brine  not 
flowing,  or  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  lease  of  the  brine  pits, 
was  held  capable  of  valuation.    The  Court  gave  no  reasons 
for  their  judgment  in  In  re  Foster  (rf),  but  if  the  decision 
proceeded  on  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the 
contingency,   which   was  necessary  under   the  6  Geo.  4, 
c  16,  s.  56,  the  case  is  intelligible,  and  will  not  govern  one 
which  arises  under  the  178th  section  of  the  Act  now  in 
force. 

(a)  5  E.  &  B.  384.  Ayr.  626,  S.  C. 

(b)  16  C.  B.  401.  (d)  9  C.  B.  422. 

(c)  1   Dea.   696;   2  Mont.   & 
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It  having  been  suggested  that  the  same  point  was  pend- 
ing in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  a  case  of  Boyd  v. 
Robins  (a),  this  case  was  adjourned  until  the  present  Term 
(January  17),  when 

Wilde  resumed  his  argument  for  the  defendant — The  case 
of  Boyd  V.  Robins  has  no  bearing  on  this  case.  There  the 
plaintiff  had  received  from  the  defendant  a  guarantee  for 
any  goods -which  he  might  from  time  to  time  supply  to  a 
third  person  to  the  extent  of  200/. ;  and  there  was  a  clause 
which  enabled  the  defendant  to  put  an  end  to  the  guarantee. 
The  defendant  became  bankrupt,  and  after  notice  of  his 
bankruptcy  and  certificate  the  plaintiff  supplied  goods  to 
the  extent  of  200/.  The  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber 
(reversing  the  judgment  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas) 
held  that  this  was  not  a  ^^  liability'"  to  pay  money  on  a  con- 
tingency within  the  178th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Law 
Consolidation  Act,  1849.  Here  there  is  a  "  liability."  The 
alleged  difficulties  against  this  debt  being  proved,  arc,  in 
effect,  twofold.  First,  it  is  suggested  that  it  is  incapable  of 
valuation :  secondly,  that  by  reason  of  the  clause  of  cohabi- 
tation it  may  altogether  cease.  As  to  the  first  objection,  a 
valuation  must  take  place  under  the  175th,  176th,  177th 
and  178th  sections  of  the  Act.  By  the  175th,  the-  Court 
is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  annuity:  by  the  176th,  the 
annuitant  must  prove  for  the  value  of  his  annuity  :  by  the 
177th,  which  is  a  re-enactment  of  the  56th  section  of  the 
6  Geo.  4,  c.  16,  the  Court  may  set  a  value  upon  a  debt 
payable  upon  a  contingency:  and  by  the  178th,  proof  may 
be  made  in  respect  of  a  liability  to  pay  money  upon  a 
contingency  which  shall  not  have  happened.  This  latter 
clause  in  guarded  terms  omits  the  word  "value,"  and  says 
that  "  in  every  such  case,  if  such  liability  be  not  proveable 

(a)  Decided  Nov.  t>9,  1858. 
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under  any  other  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  person  with        1859. 
whom  such  liability  has  been  contracted  shall  be  admitted      ^-'^r^-^ 

Parkkil 
to  claim  for  such  sum  as  the  Court  shall  think  Jit''     There-  ». 

fore  in  the  case  of  a  debt  payable  on  a  contingency  the 
Court  is  to  value  upon  it,  but  if  it  be  a  mere  liability  to 
pay  money  on  a  contingency,  the  Court  is  to  say  for  what 
amount  the  claim  is  to  be  admitted.  There  is  no  more 
diflSculty  in  setting  a  value  on  this  covenant,  than  in  the 
case  of  compensation  for  a  house  or  land  required  for  a 
railway;  or  in  case  of  an  assault  [Pollock^  C.  B. — Suppose 
a  person  who  was  surety  for  another  keeping  the  peace 
become  bankrupt,  and  before  his  certificate  the  peace  was 
broken  and  he  was  called  upon  to  pay,  is  that  a  case  con- 
templated by  the  Act?]  There  no  liability  would  exist 
until  the  contingency  happened ;  here  there  is  an  absolute 
covenant  to  pay  money,  and  instead  of  a  contingent  event 
creating  the  liability,  it  continues  until  a  contingent  event 
puts  an  end  to  iL  Under  the  old  law  a  distinction  was 
taken  between  a  mere  contingent  debt  and  a  legal  debt 
liable  to  be  defeated  on  a  contingency :  Staines  v.  Planck  (a). 

In  Ex  parte  Tindal  (b)  it  was  held  that  a  debt  payable  on 

« 

a  contingency  was  proveable  under  the  56th  section  of  the 
6  Geo.  4,  c.  16.  A  probability  of  receiving  a  sum  of 
money  may  be  valued  according  as  the  probability  is  near 
or  remote.  In  like  manner  the  value  of  a  doubtful  debt, 
or  the  good  will  of  a  business,  is  capable  of  calculation. 
Here  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  would  look  at  all  the  cir- 
cumstances,— the  probability  of  one  of  the  parties  dying,  of 
their  again  living  together,  or  of  the  wife  receiving  an 
additional  amount  from  the  dividends  or  under  the  settle- 
ment.  As  to  the  other  objection,  J?x  parte  Parratt  (c)  is 
an  authority  that  the  circumstance  of  the  annuity  being 

(a)  8  T.  R.  386.  (b)  8  Bing.  402. 

(c)  2  Mont.  &  Ayr.  626. 
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1859.        subject  to  a  defeazance  does  not  prevent  it  being  proveable. 
^^^^^       He  also  referred  to  Ex  parte  Barwis  (a). 


9. 

Isci 


Petersdarffy  Seijt.,  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover.  We  ought  to  take  the  £sdr  meaning  of 
the  language  used  in  this  act  of  parliament,  whatever  may 
be  its  policy,  whether  for  the  protection  of  the  debtcM* 
against  the  creditor,  or  for  advancing  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor.  No  doubt  the  interest  of  the  creditor  b  as  much 
fegarded  as  the  interest  of  the  debtor.  It  was  considered 
a  great  hardship,  that  when  a  trader  granted  an  annuity 
for  a  sum  of  money  and  afterwards  became  bankrupt,  the 
amiuitant  had  no  power  to  do  anything  under  the  fiat,  but 
merely  a  right  to  sue  a  pauper.  The  clause  respecting 
amiuities  is  quite  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditor  as 
for  the  relief  of  the  bankrupt.  The  intent  of  all  the  later 
statutes  relating  to  bankruptcy  has  been  to  enlai^  the 
relief  to  traders,  but  at  the  same  time  to  enlarge  the  remedy 
of  creditors.  If  this  particular  claim  is  included  in  the  Act, 
we  are  bound  to  hold  that  the  bankrupt  is  discharged  from 
it;  if  it  is  not  included,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judg- 
menL  I  do  not  think  that  a  covenant  to  pay  such  a  sum 
of  money  as  will  make  up  a  certain  sum  after  taking  into 
account  a  variety  of  securities^  is  an  '*  annuity"  within  the 
175th  section  of  the  AcL  K  this  had  been  a  covenant  to 
pay  an  annual  sum  simpHcittr^  I  doubt  whether  the  fiict  of 
its  being  defeasible  would  have  prevented  it  from  being 
proveable  as  an  annuity  within  that  section.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  covenant  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  year  after  year  is 
within  the  178th  section.  That  section  is  directed  to  the 
payment  upon  a  contingency  of  one  sum  of  money,  and  it 

(a)  25  L.  J.  Bank.  10. 
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was  never  iDtended  that  there  should  be  a  calculation  year        1859. 
after  year  of  sums  periodically  due.     It  seems  to  me  there-       ^^^^    ' 
fore  that  this  being  neither  an  annuity  within  the  175th         ^' 
section,  nor  a  sum  of  money  payable   on  a   contingency 
within  the  178th  section,  was  not  proveable  under  either, 
and  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  On  the  argu- 
ment of  the  case  of  Warburg  v.  Tucker  {a)  I  gave  these 
clauses  of  the  Act  as  much  consideration  as  I  could  bestow 
on  any  subject,  for  it  was  supposed  that  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Young  v.  Winter  {h)  was 
opposed  to  that  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  War- 
burgh  V.  Tucker.  The  true  mode  of  construing  the  Act  is 
to  ascertain  whether  the  contract,  under  which  the  liability 
arises,  is  fairly  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  both  with 
respect  to  the  interest  of  the  creditor  and  the  interest  of 
the  bankrupt  By  this  contract  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
the  payment  of  such  a  sum  of  money  as,  together  with  the 
dividends  from  certain  stock  or  other  funds  mentioned,  will 
make  a  clear  annuity  of  200/.,  payable  quarterly,  with  a 
proviso,  that  if  the  parties  shall  again  live  together  as  man 
and  wife  the  covenaut  shall  cease.  That  cannot  be  such 
an  annuity  as  would  fall  within  the  175th  section,  because 
a  value  cannot  be  put  upon  it.  How  is  it  possible  to 
calculate  the  probability  of  a  man  and  his  wife  who  are 
separated  living  together  again  ?  Their  doing  so  depends  on 
their  character,  temper,  and  disposition,  and  it  may  be  a 
variety  of  other  circumstances.  Then  is  it  money  payable 
upon  a  contingency  within  the  178th  section?  I  think  it  is 
not  The  liability  to  pay  money  within  that  section  is  where 
a  single  sum  of  money  is  payable  on  a  contingency,  and  in 
such  case  the  Court  is  to  say  for  what  sum  the  claim  is  to  be 
(a)  In  error  Trin.  Vac.  1858.  (6)  16  C.  B.  401. 
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made.  The  object  is  to  enable  the  creditor  to  be  paid  in 
the  event  of  the  money  becoming  payable.  Here  there  is 
no  contingency  of  that  kind.  Applying  to  the  Act  the 
ordinary  rule  of  construction,  what  the  legislature  con- 
templated was  one  sum  of  money  becoming  payable  upon 
a  contingency  ;  but  if  the  statute  be  construed  as  requiring 
the  plaintiff  to  prove  at  the  end  of  the  Brst  quarter  and 
then  at  the  end  of  the  second,  and  so  on  from  quarter  to 
quarter  as  the  payments  become  due,  the  estate  would 
never  be  wound  np.  That  would  be  so  unreasonable  that 
I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  this  is  a  case  within  that 
section. 

Watson,  B.— I  entirely  agree.  We  had  these  clauses 
under  consideration  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  on  more 
occasions  than  one,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon 
them.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  is  not  an  annuity 
within  the  175th  section.  It  is  not  an  annual  sum  capable 
of  valuation.  It  is  a  covenant  to  pay  to  a  trustee  for  the 
separate  use  of  the  bankrupt's  wife  such  a  sum  as,  together 
with  certain  dividends  and  interest,  &c.,  will  make  a  yearly 
sum  of  200/.  That  is  not  annuity,  for  the  amount  of  the 
dividends  and  interest,  &c.,  may  vary  from  time  to  time ; 
and  it  must  first  be  ascertained  how  much  the  wife  gets 
from  the  948/L  6«.  4^.  Bank  Annuities,  and  how  much  she 
has  from  funds  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  then  it  will  be 
seen  how  much  is  required  to  make  up  the  200/.  Accord- 
ing to  my  judgment,  that  is  a  payment  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  value.  It  would  be  necessary  to  put  a  valuation  on 
the  life  of  the  wife,  then  to  see  how  much  she  is  likely  to 
have  from  the  Bank  Annuities,  and  then  how  much  from  the 
money  to  be  settled  to  her  separate  use.  Such  a  payment 
does  not  bear  a  single  characteristic  of  an  annuity,  which  is 
the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money.     I  am  also  of 
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opinion  that  this  is  not  a  debt  proveable  under  the  178th 
section.  That  clause  only  contemplates  a  liability  to  pay 
money  upon  a  contingency,  and  it  must  be  a  large  con- 
struction of  the  enactment  to  bring  this  case  within  it 
Its  object  was  to  discharge  bankrupts  from  a  contingent 
liability,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  enable  creditors  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  effects.  It  enacts  that  if  any  bankrupt 
shall  have  contracted,  *'  before  the  Bling  of  a  petition  for 
adjudication  of  bankruptcy,  a  liability  to  pay  money  on  a 
contingency," — this  money  b  not  payable  on  a  contingency, 
the  liability  ceases  upon  the  parties  again  living  together, — 
**  the  person  with  whom  such  liability  has  been  contracted 
shall  be  admitted  to  claim  for  such  sum  as  the  Court  shall 
think  fit."  Therefore,  under  that  section,  the  contingent 
liability  is  not  a  matter  for  valuation,  but  the  Court  is  to  fix 
the  sum  for  which  proof  is  to  be  made.  According  to  the 
argument  for  the  defendant,  there  must  be  successive  valua- 
tions of  each  successive  quarterly  payment.  The  difficulty 
is  to  see  upon  what  principle  the  Court  could  fix  the 
amount  I  concur  with  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  Warburg  v.  Tucker (a\  that  "the  sec- 
tion seems  to  contemplate  only  the  happening  of  one  con- 
tingency whereupon  the  whole  demand  shall  be  ascertained.*' 
Another  ground  is,  that  the  money  to  be  recovered  on  this 
covenant  is  not  certain.  If  an  action  were  brought,  it  could 
only  be  recovered  in  the  shape  of  damages,  and  in  order  to 
ascertain  their  amount  various  calculations  must  be  gone 
into.  For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  not 
a  claim  proveable  either  under  the  175th  or  the  178th 
section. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover.    It  is  argued  that  this  claim  is  proveable 

(a)  5  E.  &  B.  384.  396. 
VOL.  rv. — N.  S.  F  EXGH. 
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after  molest  or  disturb  the  said  John  Ince,  or  require  or 
by  any  means  whatever,  either  by  ecclesiastical  censure, 
or  by  taking  out  any  citation  or  process,  or  by  commencing 
or  instituting  any  suit  whatsoever,  or  in  any  other  manner, 
endeavour  to  compel  the  said  John  Ince  to  cohabit  or  live 
with  her,  or  to  compel  any  restitution  of  conjugal  rights. 
And  further,  that  the  said  Wilmot  Parker,  as  such  trustee 
as  aforesaid,  his  heirs,  &c.,  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  well  and  sufficiently  save,  defend, 
and  keep  harmless  and  indemnified  the  said  John  Ince, 
his  heirs,  &c.t  and  his  and  their  real  and  personal  estate, 
of,  from  and  against  all  and  every  the  debt  and  debts 
which  the  said  Catherine  Ince  already  hath  contracted,  or 
shall  or  may  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  during  the  said 
separation  contract,  with  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever, and  every  part  thereof;  and  of  and  from  all  actions, 
suits,  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  on  account  thereof; 
Provided  always  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  to 
be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents  and  of 
the  said  parties,  that  in  case  the  said  John  Ince  and 
(/atherine  his  wife  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  with  their 
mutual  consent  come  together  and  cohabit,  as  man  and 
wife,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  and  from  thenceforth,  the 
said  annuity  or  yearly  sum  necessary  to  make  up  the  said 
annuity  of  200/.,  hereinbefore  covenanted  and  agreed  to  be 
paid,  shall  cease  and  be  no  longer  payable ;  and  from  thence- 
forth all  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter  contained 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  Wilmot  Parker,  as  such 
trustee  as  aforesaid,  shall  become  absolutely  null  and  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  anything  herein- 
before contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding.    In  witness,"  &c. 

The  defendant  and  his  said  wife  are  still  living  sepa- 
rately from  each  other,  and  they  have  never  come  together. 
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or  cohabited  as  man  and  wife  since  the  execution  of  the 
said  deed. 

No  other  funds  have  been  settled  to  the  separate  use 
of  the  defendant's  said  wife  save  and  except  the  sum  of 
948/.  6s.  4d.f  3  per  cent*  Annuities,  mentioned  in  the  said 
deed.  The  quarterly  payment  to  1>e  made  by  the  defend- 
ant, in  pursuance  of  the  said  deed,  on  the  11th  day  of 
October,  1857,  was  60L,  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid. 
On  the  29th  day  of  September,  1856,  the  defendant  was 
adjudicated  bankrupt,  and  on  the  27th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1857,  he  duly  obtained  his  certificate  of  conformity 
as  such  bankrupt.  The  plaintiff  did  not  prove,  or  at- 
tempt to  prove,  any  debt  or  claim  in  respect  of  the  said 
annuity,  against  the  said  defendant  under  his  said  bank- 
ruptcy. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether  or 
not  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  in  this  action. 

If  the  Court  shall  be  of  opinion  in  the  affirmative,  judg- 
ment is  to  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  50L  and  costs  of 
suit ;  and  if  in  the  negative,  then  judgment  shall  be  entered 
for  the  defendant,  with  costs  of  defence. 

Peteridorffy  Seijt.,  argued  for  the  plaintiff  (a).  —  The 
question  is,  whether  the  covenant  to  make  these  quarterly 
payments  constitutes  a  demand  which  was  capable  of  being 
proved  under  the  bankruptcy  of  the  defendant  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act, 
1849  (12  &  13  Vict.  c.  106).  The  covenant  is  subject  to 
several  contingencies.  First :  there  is  the  contingency  of 
the  duration  of  the  joint  lives  of  the  defendant  and  his  wife. 
This,  if  it  stood  alone,  might  be  capable  of  valuation. 
But,  secondly,  the  amount  payable  is  to  be  subject  to  re- 

(a)  In  Michaelmas  Term,  November  10.     Befure  Pollock,  C.  B., 
MartiHf  B.,  WaUon,  B.,  and  Channel^  B. 
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diictioD,  the  amount  of  such  reduction  depending  upon  the 
dividends,  interest,  or  other  income  to  arise  from  the  sum 
948/.  6s.  4ef.,  settled  on  the  wife.  Thirdly,  such  amount 
is  to  be  further  reduced  by  the  income  to  arise  from  other 
funds  settled,  which  may  or  may  not  on  some  subsequent 
event  be  realized ;  or  fourthly,  by  the  income  from  funds 
which  may  hereafter  be  settled.  Therefore,  the  future 
amount  of  the  annual  payments  to  which  the  defendant  may 
be  liable  cannot  be  even  surmised.  As  to  the  duration  of 
the  annuity  there  is  the  additional  contingency  that  it  is 
to  cease  if  the  defendant  and  his  wife  should  again  cohabit 
It  is  therefoce  impossible  to  fix  in  any  manner  the  value  of 
the  covenant.  The  clause  enabling  parties  to  prove  the 
value  of  annuities,  (sect.  175),  applies  only  to  annuities 
granted  for  a  pecuniary  consideration.  In  the  case  of 
In  re  Foster  {a)  the  amount  of  the  payment  was  sub- 
ject to  similar  contingencies,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
covenantee  could  not  prove  against  the  estate  of  the  bank- 
rupt, the  covenantor,  in  respect  of  instalments  becoming 
due  sobsequent  to  the  bankruptcy.  That  case  arose  under 
the  6  Geo.  4,  c.  16.  Section  177  of  the  Bankrupt  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1849,  is  a  repetition  of  the  56th  section  of  that 
Act  Ex  parte  Davis  {b)  shews  that  a  contingency  depend- 
ing on  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife,  and  of  a  widow 
not  marrying  again,  is  incapable  of  valuation,  and  there- 
fore that  a  proof  in  respect  of  a  sum  payable  on  such  con- 
tingency could  not  be  admitted.  [Bramwell,  B. — If  this 
case  is  within  the  statute  at  all  it  is  within  the  178th  sec- 
tion.] In  Warburg  v.  Tucker  (c)  a  covenant  by  the  de- 
fendant to  pay  premiums  of  insurance  on  his  own  life,  and 
if  he  did  not  pay  them,  that  the  plaintiff  might  pay  them, 
and  the  defendant  would  repay  him,  was  held  not  to  be 

(a)  9  C.  B.  422.  (c)  5  E.  &  B.  384,  affirmed  in 

(h)  Mont.  121 ;  S.  C.  on  appeal,      error  Trin.  Vac.  1858. 
Mont.  297. 
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"  a  liability  to  pay  money  upon  a  contingency*'  within  the  1859. 

178th  section,  because  the  contingencies  were  incapable  of  '^'^^'^^^ 
valuation.  v. 


Wilde  (with  whom  was  J.  A,  Russell),  for  the  defendant. — 
The  case  of  Warburg  v.  Tucker  {a)  bears  no  analogy  to  the 
present  case.  A  covenant,  which  is  the  subject  of  proof, 
must  be  a  covenant  to  pay  money  to  the  person  who 
proves;  but  it  was  not  so  in  that  case.  There  the  plaintiff, 
a  creditor  of  the  defendant,  held  a  policy  of  insurance  on 
the  defendant's  life  as  a  security  for  his  debt.  The  cove- 
nant was  not  to  pay  the  premiums  of  insurance  to  the 
plaintiff,  but  to  third  parties.  The  plaintiff's  right  was 
only  to  be  compensated  in  damages  if  he  should  sustain 
injury  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  failure  to  keep  up  the 
policy.  The  plaintiff's  claim  sounded  wholly  in  damages, 
and  was  in  no  sense  a  debt.  There  was  therefore  no 
"  liability  to  pay  money  on  a  contingency."  In  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  Chamber  Williams,  J.,  put  the  case  expressly 
upon  that  ground.  Young  v.  Winter  {b)  was  a  case  of  the 
same  kind.  Here  there  is  a  covenant  to  pay  money  to  the 
plaintiff.  In  Ex  parte  Parratt  (c)  an  annuity  payable 
while  a  person  should  continue  to  superintend  brine  pits, 
which  might  have  been  discontinued  by  the  brine  not 
flowing,  or  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  lease  of  the  brine  pits, 
was  held  capable  of  valuation.  The  Court  gave  no  reasons 
for  their  judgment  in  In  re  Foster  (rf),  but  if  the  decision 
proceeded  on  the  di6Sculty  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the 
contingency,  which  was  necessary  under  the  6  Geo.  4, 
c.  16,  s.  5Qj  the  case  is  intelligible,  and  will  not  govern  one 
which  arises  under  the  178th  section  of  the  Act  now  in 
force. 

(a)  5  E.  &  B.  384.  Ayr.  626,  S.  C. 

(b)  16  C.  B.  401.  \d)  9  C.  B.  422. 

(c)  1   Dea.    696;   2  Mont.   & 
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It  having  been  suggested  that  the  same  point  was  pend- 
ing in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  a  case  of  Boyd  v. 
Robins  (a),  this  case  was  adjourned  until  the  present  Term 
(January  17),  when 

Wilde  resumed  his  argument  for  the  defendant — The  case 
of  Boyd  V.  Robins  has  no  bearing  on  this  case.  There  the 
plaintiff  had  received  from  the  defendant  a  guarantee  for 
any  goods -which  he  might  from  time  to  time  supply  to  a 
third  person  to  the  extent  of  200/. ;  and  there  was  a  clause 
which  enabled  the  defendant  to  put  an  end  to  the  guarantee. 
The  defendant  became  bankrupt,  and  after  notice  of  his 
bankruptcy  and  certificate  the  plaintiff  supplied  goods  to 
the  extent  of  200/1  The  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber 
(reversing  the  judgment  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas) 
held  that  this  was  not  a  **  liability^  to  pay  money  on  a  con- 
tingency within  the  178th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Law 
Consolidation  Act,  1849.  Here  there  is  a  "  liability."  The 
alleged  difficulties  against  this  debt  being  proved,  are,  in 
effect,  twofold.  First,  it  is  suggested  that  it  is  incapable  of 
valuation :  secondly,  that  by  reason  of  the  clause  of  cohabi- 
tation it  may  altogether  cease.  As  to  the  first  objection,  a 
valuation  must  take  place  under  the  175th,  I76th,  177th 
and  178th  sections  of  the  Act.  By  the  17oth,  the-  Court 
is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  annuity :  by  the  1 76th,  the 
annuitant  must  prove  for  the  value  of  his  annuity :  by  the 
177  th,  which  is  a  re-enactment  of  the  56th  section  of  the 
6  Geo.  4,  c.  16,  the  Court  may  set  a  value  upon  a  debt 
payable  upon  a  contingency:  and  by  the  178th,  proof  may 
be  made  in  respect  of  a  liability  to  pay  money  upon  a 
contingency  which  shall  not  have  happened.  This  latter 
clause  in  guarded  terms  omits  the  word  '^  value,**  and  says 
that  ^'  in  every  such  case,  if  such  liability  be  not  provcable 

(a)  Decided  Nov.  ?9,  1858. 


Inge. 
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under  anj  other  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  person  with        1859. 
whom  such  liability  has  been  contracted  shall  be  admitted      ^— v^-^ 

Pabker 

to  claim  for  such  sum  as  the  Court  shall  think  Jit^  There-  ^  9, 
fore  in  the  case  of  a  debt  payable  on  a  contingency  the 
Court  is  to  value  upon  it,  but  if  it  be  a  mere  liabiliiy  to 
pay  money  on  a  contingency,  the  Court  is  to  say  for  what 
amount  the  claim  is  to  be  admitted.  There  is  no  more 
diflSculty  in  setting  a  value  on  this  covenant,  than  in  the 
case  of  compensation  for  a  house  or  land  required  for  a 
railway;  or  in  case  of  an  assault  [Pollock^  C.  B. — Suppose 
a  person  who  was  surety  for  another  keeping  the  peace 
become  bankrupt,  and  before  his  certificate  the  peace  was 
broken  and  he  was  called  upon  to  pay,  is  that  a  case  con- 
templated by  the  Act?]  There  no  liability  would  exist 
until  the  contingency  happened ;  here  there  is  an  absolute 
covenant  to  pay  money,  and  instead  of  a  contingent  event 
creating  the  liability,  it  continues  until  a  contingent  event 
puts  an  end  to  iL  Under  the  old  law  a  distinction  was 
taken  between  a  mere  contingent  debt  and  a  legal  debt 
liable  to  be  defeated  on  a  contingency :  Staines  v.  Planck  (a). 
In  Ex  parte  Tindal  (&)  it  was  held  that  a  debt  payable  on 
a  contingency  was  proveable  under  the  56th  section  of  the 
6  Geo.  4,  c.  16.  A  probability  of  receiving  a  sum  of 
money  may  be  valued  according  as  the  probability  is  near 
or  remote.  In  like  manner  the  value  of  a  doubtful  debt, 
or  the  good  will  of  a  business,  is  capable  of  calculation. 
Here  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  would  look  at  all  the  cir- 
cumstances,— the  probability  of  one  of  the  parties  dying,  of 
their  again  living  together,  or  of  the  wife  receiving  an 
additional  amount  from  the  dividends  or  under  the  settle- 
ment  As  to  the  other  objection,  Ex  parte  Parratt  (c)  is 
an  authority  that  the  circumstance  of  the  annuity  being 

(a)  8  T.  R.  386.  (6)  8  Bing.  402. 

(c)  2  Mont.  &  Ayr.  626. 
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1869.        subject  to  a  defeazance  does  not  prevent  it  being  proveable.- 
^"^       He  also  referred  to  Ex  parte  Barwis  (a). 


V. 

Ince. 


Petersdorff^  Serjt,  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover.  We  ought  to  take  the  fair  meaning  of 
the  language  used  in  this  act  of  parliament,  whatever  may 
be  its  policy,  whether  for  the  protection  of  the  debtor 
against  the  creditor,  or  for  advancing  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor.  No  doubt  the  interest  of  the  creditor  is  as  much 
regarded  as  the  interest  of  the  debtor.  It  was  considered 
a  great  hardship,  that  when  a  trader  granted  an  annuity 
for  a  sum  of  money  and  afterwards  became  bankrupt,  the 
annuitant  had  no  power  to  do  anything  under  the  fiat,  but 
merely  a  right  to  sue  a  pauper.  The  clause  respecting 
annuities  is  quite  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditor  as 
for  the  relief  of  the  bankrupt  The  intent  of  all  the  later 
statutes  relating  to  bankruptcy  has  been  to  enlarge  the 
relief  to  traders,  but  at  the  same  time  to  enlarge  the  remedy 
of  creditors.  If  this  particular  claim  is  included  in  the  Act, 
wc  are  bound  to  hold  that  the  bankrupt  is  discharged  from 
it;  if  it  is  not  included,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment. I  do  not  think  that  a  covenant  to  pay  such  a  sum 
of  money  as  will  make  up  a  certain  sum  afler  taking  into 
account  a  variety  of  securities^  is  an  ^^  annuity"  within  the 
175th  section  of  the  Act  If  this  had  been  a  covenant  to 
pay  an  annual  sum  simpliciter^  I  doubt  whether  the  &ct  of 
its  being  defeasible  would  have  prevented  it  from  being 
proveable  as  an  annuity  within  that  section.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  covenant  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  year  after  year  is 
within  the  1 78th  section.  That  section  is  directed  to  the 
payment  upon  a  contingency  of  one  sum  of  money^  and  it 

(a)  25  L.  J.  Bank.  10. 
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was  never  intended  that  there  should  be  a  calculation  year 
after  year  of  sums  periodically  due.  It  seems  to  me  there- 
fore that  this  being  neither  an  annuity  within  the  175th 
section,  nor  a  sum  of  money  payable  on  a  contingency 
within  the  178th  section,  was  not  proveable  under  either, 
and  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  On  the  argu- 
ment of  the  case  of  Warburg  v.  Tucker  {a)  I  gave  these 
clauses  of  the  Act  as  much  consideration  as  I  could  bestow 
on  any  subject,  for  it  was  supposed  that  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Young  v.  Winter  {b)  was 
opposed  to  that  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  War- 
burgh  V.  Tucker.  The  true  mode  of  construing  the  Act  is 
to  ascertain  whether  the  contract,  under  which  the  liability 
arises,  is  fairly  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  both  with 
respect  to  the  interest  of  the  creditor  and  the  interest  of 
the  bankrupt  By  this  contract  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
the  payment  of  such  a  sum  of  money  as,  together  with  the 
dividends  from  certain  stock  or  other  funds  mentioned,  will 
make  a  clear  annuity  of  200/.,  payable  quarterly,  with  a 
proviso,  that  if  the  parties  shall  again  live  together  as  man 
and  wife  the  covenaut  shall  cease.  That  cannot  be  such 
an  annuity  as  would  fall  within  the  175th  section,  because 
a  value  cannot  be  put  upon  it.  How  is  it  possible  to 
calculate  the  probability  of  a  man  and  his  wife  who  are 
separated  living  together  again  ?  Their  doing  so  depends  on 
their  character,  temper,  and  disposition,  and  it  may  be  a 
variety  of  other  circumstances.  Then  is  it  money  payable 
upon  a  contingency  within  the  178th  section?  I  think  it  is 
not  The  liability  to  pay  money  within  that  section  is  where 
a  single  sum  of  money  is  payable  on  a  contingency,  and  in 
such  case  the  Court  is  to  say  for  what  sum  the  claim  is  to  be 
(a)  In  error  Trin.  Vac.  1858.  (6)  16  C.  B.  401. 
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1859.        made.     The  object  is  to  enable  the  creditor  to  be  paid  in 
^j^""'^^      the  event  of  the  money  becoming  payable.     Here  there  is 
»•  no  contingency  of  that  kind.     Applying  to  the  Act   the 

ordinary  rule  of  construction,  what  the  legislature  con- 
templated was  one  sum  of  money  becoming  payable  upon 
a  contingency  ;  but  if  the  statute  be  construed  as  requiring 
the  plaintiff  to  prove  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  and 
then  at  the  end  of  the  second,  and  so  on  from  quarter  to 
quarter  as  the  payments  become  due,  the  estate  would 
never  be  wound  up.  That  would  be  so  unreasonable  that 
I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  this  is  a  case  within  that 
section. 

Watson,  B.— I  entirely  agree.  We  had  these  clauses 
under  consideration  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  on  more 
occasions  than  one,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon 
them.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  is  not  an  annuity 
within  the  1 75th  section.  It  is  not  an  annual  sum  capable 
of  valuation.  It  is  a  covenant  to  pay  to  a  trustee  for  the 
separate  use  of  the  bankrupt's  wife  such  a  sum  as,  together 
with  certain  dividends  and  interest,  &c.,  will  make  a  yearly 
sum  of  200L  That  is  not  annuity,  for  the  amount  of  the 
dividends  and  interest,  &c.,  may  vary  from  time  to  time ; 
and  it  must  first  be  ascertained  how  much  the  wife  gets 
from  the  9^SL  6s.  4d.  Bank  Annuities,  and  how  much  she 
has  from  funds  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  then  it  will  be 
seen  how  much  is  required  to  make  up  the  200/.  Accord- 
ing to  my  judgment,  that  is  a  payment  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  value.  It  would  be  necessary  to  put  a  valuation  on 
the  life  of  the  wife,  then  to  see  how  much  she  is  likely  to 
have  from  the  Bank  Annuities,  and  then  how  much  from  the 
money  to  be  settled  to  her  separate  use.  Such  a  payment 
does  not  bear  a  single  characteristic  of  an  annuity,  which  is 
the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money.     I  am  also  of 
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opinion  that  this  is  not  a  debt  proveable  under  the  178th 
section.  That  clause  only  contemplates  a  liability  to  pay 
money  upon  a  contingency,  and  it  must  be  a  large  con-  v. 

struction  of  the  enactment  to  bring  this  case  within  it 
Its  object  was  to  discharge  bankrupts  from  a  contingent 
liability,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  enable  creditors  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  effects.     It  enacts  that  if  any  bankrupt 
shall  have  contracted,  **  before  the  Bling  of  a  petition  for 
adjudication  of  bankruptcy,  a  liability  to  pay  money  on  a 
contingency," — this  money  is  not  payable  on  a  contingency, 
the  liability  ceases  upon  the  parties  again  living  together, — 
**  the  person  with  whom  such  liability  has  been  contracted 
shall  be  admitted  to  claim  for  such  sum  as  the  Court  shall 
think  fit"    Therefore,  under  that  section,  the  contingent 
liability  is  not  a  matter  for  valuation,  but  the  Court  is  to  fix 
the  sum  for  which  proof  is  to  be  made.     According  to  the 
aigument  for  the  defendant,  there  must  be  successive  valua- 
tions of  each  successive  quarterly  payment.     The  difficulty 
is  to  see  upon  what   principle   the  Court  could  fix   the 
amount     I   concur  with   the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in   Warburg  v.  TiJLcker(a\  that  "the  sec- 
tion seems  to  contemplate  only  the  happening  of  one  con- 
tingency whereupon  the  whole  demand  shall  be  ascertained.*' 
Another  ground  is,  that  the  money  to  be  recovered  on  this 
covenant  is  not  certain*    If  an  action  were  brought,  it  could 
only  be  recovered  in  the  shape  of  damages,  and  in  order  to 
ascertain  their  amount  various  calculations  must  be  gone 
into.     For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  not 
a  claim  proveable  either  under  the  175th  or  the  178th 
section. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover.    It  is  argued  that  this  claim  is  proveable 

(a)  5  £.  &  B.  3S4.  396. 
VOL.  rv. — N.  S.  F  EXCH. 
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• 

under  the  I75th  section  as  "  an  annuity."  In  my  opinion 
it  is  not.  It  is  not  a  covenant  to  pay  a  specific  sum  of 
money  during  the  joint  lives  of  the  bankrupt  and  his  wife, 
but  a  covenant  to  pay  such  a  sum  as,  together  with  the 
income  from  certain  Bank  Annuities  or  other  funds  settled 
to  the  separate  use  of  the  wife,  shall  amount  to  200Zi  a  year. 
It  seems  to  me  that,  having  regard  to  the  uncertainty  of 
the  sum  covenanted  to  be  paid,  this  is  not  an  annuity  prove- 
able  under  the  1 75th  section.  Then  is  it  a  debt  payable 
upon  a  contingency  within  the  177th  section,  or  a  liability 
to  pay  money  upon  a  contingency  within  the  178th  section  ? 
The  language  of  the  1 78th  section  is  new;  that  of  the 
177th  section  corresponds  with  the  language  of  the  56th 
section  of  the  6  Geo.  4,  c  16 ;  and  there  is  this  manifest 
distinction  between  them — the  one  points  to  a  debt  con* 
tracted  by  the  bankrupt,  the  other  to  a  liabUity^  and  that 
may  include  a  class  of  cases  which  might  not  come  within 
the  definition  of  <^  debts."  But  although  there  is  that 
difference  in  the  sections,  that  the  one  points  to  a  debt  the 
other  to  a  liability,  each  points  to  a  contingency.  In  my 
opinion  the  contingency  mentioned  in  the  177th  section  is 
the  same  contingency  as  that  mentioned  in  the  178th  sec- 
tion ;  and  I  think  that  this  is  not  a  contingency  of  that 
description.  Under  the  177th  section  the  Court  is  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  the  debt ;  under  the  178th  the  claim 
is  to  be  admitted  for  such  as  the  (!!ourt  shall  think  fit. 
That  means  one  single  claim  which  may  be  valued  or 
allowed  prospectively,  not  a  claim  which  must  be  valued 
from  time  to  time  and  depending  on  a  variety  of  contin- 
gencies. I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  is  not  an 
annuity,  or  a  debt,  or  liability,  proveable  under  either  of 
these  sections. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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1859. 


Ann  Hardcastle,  Administratrix  of  Thomas  Hardcastle, 

V.  The  South  Yorkshire  Railway  and  River  Don      "''*"•  ^^' 
Company. 


D 


ECLARATION — That  the  defendants  were  possessed  Where  an 

,  ...  p  excavation  is 

of  certain  land  near  to  and  adjoining  a  certain  [(a)  common  made  near 

and  public  footway,  and  abo  of  a  certain  large  reservoir,  subsuntially 

hole  or  dam,  then  behig  in  and  upon  the  said  land  and  pubHchfgh- 

within  a  short  distance  of  the  said  common  and  public  mon'laVno" 

footwaj  and  then  containing  a  large  quantity  of  water;  *^*?"|*!? 

and  the  existence  of  the  said  reservoir,  hole  or  dam,  so  ?^°«f  of  the 

•  land  by  a 

beine  in  and  upon  the  said  land  and  so  adioininff  the  saidi  person  who  has 

^         ,,.     ^  ,  J  t^  -I    rtrayedoffthe 

common  and  public  footway  was  dangerous  to  any  person  highway  and 
passing  along  the  footway,  either  by  night  or  day,  even  if  excavation. 
ordinary  caution  were  employed  by  such  person ;  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  defendants,  before,  &c.,  to  have  so 
sufficiently  guarded,  fenced  off  and  railed  in  the  said  land 
and  the  reservoir,  &c.,  as  to  prevent  damage  or  injury  to 
any  person  lawfully  passing  in  and  along  the  footway ;  yet 
the  defendants,  while  they  were  so  possessed  of  the  said 
land  and  also  of  tbe  reservoir,  wrongfully  permitted  the  said 
land  and  also  the  reservoir  to  be  wholly  unguarded  and  not 
fenced  off  or  railed  in :  that  by  means  of  the  premises  and 
for  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  guarding,  fencing  off  and 

(a)  The  learned  Judge  at  the  and  upon  the  said  land  within  a 

trial  having  pointed  out  that  there  short  distance  of  the  said  common 

was  no  obligation  to  fence,  it  was  public  footwaj,  and  JiUed  the  same 

proposed  to  amend  the  declara-  with  a  large  quantity  of  water ; 

tion  bj  substituting  for  the  words  and  the  existence  of   the    said 

between  brackets   [ancient  com-  reservoir,  hole  or  dam  so  contain" 

mon    and    public  footwaj,    and  ing  the  said  water  so  being  in  and 

made  and  constructed   a  certain  upon  the  said  land  and  so  adjoin- 

large  reservoir,  hole  or  dam  in  ing  the  said  ancient^. 

F    2 
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1S59,        railing  in  of  the  same,  the  said  Thomas  Hardcastle,  who 
„^'*^""*^      was  lawfully  oassinff  in  and  aloni;  the  said  footway,  lost  his 
»•  way  and  missed  his  path  and  fell  into  the  reservoir  and  was 

\i\ftKaiiiRK    thereby  killed,  &c* 

Asi>  Pleas.— First :  Not  guilty.     Secondly,  that  the  existence 

CVxr^xT*  ^f  ^^^  reser>'oir  was  not  dangerous  to  any  person  passing 
along  the  high\Tay  by  night  or  day,  if  ordinary  caution  was 
emplo>ed  by  such  person.  Thirdly,  that  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  defendants  to  have  so  soflBciently  guarded, 
fenced  off  and  railed  in  the  said  land  and  reserroir,  so 
as  to  preyeut  damage  to  persons  passing  along  the  footway. 

U|x>ii  the^  pteas  issue  was  joined. 

At  the  trial,  befiw  Martim^  R,  at  the  Yorkshire  Summer 
Assixcs^  it  api^eared  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  widow  and 
aduunistratrix  of  TkooMfe^  Hardcastle.     The  defendants 
were  the  profNrtetors  of  the  Riyer  Dun  Xayigadoo-     On 
the  ui^ht  of  the  :d3rd  of  May,  IS3$.  the  deceased  feft  Rotber- 
ham  to  walk  to  Sheffield.     The  &oCpadx  6om  Rocherham 
to  Sheffield  W  an  aocieat  feocpath  leading  aloog  the  side  of 
the  caoal  tor  about  300  yan^  to  a  point  at  which  it  is 
bounded  on  ooe  skie  by  a  lock,  and  on  the  ocher  by  a 
small  cutiiog  smt  by^wsi^  K^  pcfcsQMOsc  the  surplte  wafiier.    At 
thiti^  point  the  pathway  turut^  to  the  ri^ht  over  a  bndge 
crocsiiti^  the  by-w^fesk     A  person  contiautnit  scrai^cht  oo  in 
the  diiectxoQ  of  the  pathwziy,  and  not  numin^  to  the  r%ht 
itt  v^cdec  to  ^  over  the  bcid^..  wuuld»  if  omx  preheated  by 
cfae  tfm  of  a  lock  upou  the  canui.  tiud  hitmelf  upoa  a 
gntasy  spot  or  butcieisss,  aoout  ttve  yan&  uioit  by  :9evea 
broad»  between  die  lock  ;ifid  the  by^vn^^  Level  wich  die 
TMCway,  whotly  uuieoced^  ;uid  oaytng  ^  tail  vrt  about  dbxea 
ya£U&  n>  the  wacer.     CHi  uie  utoruiuij:  ^  uxe  :i4th  dece^Kd 
wa»  Xiuiid  oivwned  just  beiow  Lhis>  poiuc     Awuc  tw^ocv^ 
»nir  yeacs  j^  the  vieietidaiH;^'  pcedece^iiors^  a»  prupriecufs 
vHT  oie  navia^oo*  3tade  a  :iew  cue      Ube  v.-ut  coostatiid  of 


HILARY  TERH^    22    VICT. 

a  large  reservoir  out  of  which  were  two  branches,  one  the 
canal  for  the  boats  to  navigate  in,  the  other  the  by-wash 
above  mentioned.  The  division  between  these  two  branches 
was  the  buttress  or  projecting  wall :  the  water  for  the  canal 
passing  on  one  side,  the  water  for  the  by- wash  passing  on 
the  other.  The  bridge  was  from  seven  to  ten  yards  from 
the  end  of  the  buttress.  It  was  assumed  on  both  sides  that 
the  deceased  had  walked  up  the  footway  along  the  canal 
and  then,  instead  of  turning  to  the  right  and  going  over  the 
bridge,  continued  to  walk  straight  on,  and  walked  into  the 
reservoir  at  the  end  of  the  buttress  near  to  the  point  where 
the  body  was  found.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  deceased 
was  intoxicated,  and  there  was  conflicting  evidence  as 
to  whether  the  place  at  which  the  deceased  fell  in  was 
dangerous. 

Upon  these  facts  the  learned  Judge  directed  the  jury 
that  the  defendants  were  bound  to  fence  this  place,  reserv- 
ing leave  to  the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  on 
the  third  plea;  the  Court  to  be  at  liberty  to  amend  the 
pleadings  in  any  way  they  might  think  fit.  He  left  it  to  the 
jury  to  say  whether  the  place  was  dangerous,  and  whether 
the  defendants  were  guilty  of  negligence  in  leaving  it  un* 
fenced  ;  and  secondly,  whether  thd  deceased  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  caution  could  have  avoided  the  danger :  saying 
that  the  jury  would  probably  think  that  the  defendants 
ought  not  to  have  left  the  way  in  a  state  dangerous  to 
drunken  men.  The  jury  found  that  the  place  was  danger- 
ous to  persons  using  ordinary  caution ;  that  Hardcastle's 
death  was  not  xaused  by  any  negligence  or  any  drunken- 
ness or  misconduct  on  his  part  ;  that  he  was  using  ordinary 
caution,  and  that  his  death  was  caused  solely  by  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  the  locality.  A  verdict  was  entered  for 
the  plaintifil 

AthertoHf  in  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
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IgSO.  enter  m  lerdict  for  the  defendants  iipao  Ae  groond  that 
the  alleged  da^  of  the  defendants  to  fenee  was  noCpcored; 
or  why  the  judgment  diooki  not  be  arrested,  on  die  groond 
that  the  deriaration  dMl  not  Aew  fects  from  which  the 
alleged  dotj  aioae  in  point  of  law. 


Chxnmi  shewed  caoae  (a). — Before  this  bridge  was  made 
there  was  a  public  highway  on  solid  groond  which  has  since 
been  inlersected  by  the  new  cnt.     The  cot  is  a  naisaoce  to 
die  highway.     It  is  "a  noisance  to  dig  a  ditch  or  make  a 
hedge  overthwart  the  highway,  &C.,  or  to  do  any  other 
act  which  renders  it  leas  commodioas  :*  Bac  Abe  High- 
ways (O.).     The  nuisance  need  not  be  on  the  highway 
itsel£     Thos  a  gonpowder  mHi  ai^oining  a  highway  may 
be  a  nmsance  to  the  highway :  Rex  t.  Taylor  (hy     So  it  is 
a  natasnce  to  keep  a  mischieroas  animal  near  a  highway. 
The  enjoyment  of  the  rood  wm  rendered  less  secore  by 
learing  this  ezcsTation  onfenced.     In  Ftrwubmg  t.  Wkee^ 
hy  (e\  ^tOoeky  C.  BL,  saki : — '^  Suppose  a  person  digs  so 
near  a  highway  as  to  render  it  dangerocs  unless  fenced  by 
day  and  lighted  by  n%ht,  &c^  there  being  a  duty  to  guard 
the  pnblicy  a  person  injured  wooki  ha^e  a  right  to  sue 
in   case."      OmplamI  t.   HanSm^kam  (d)   and   Barmes  t. 
Ward(e)  shew  that  an  action  for  negligence  in  not  railing 
in  an  area  adjoining  the  highway  msT  be  maintained  by 
one  who  feDs  into  iL     {Bfihck,  C.  R — ^That  is  different 
&om  the  case  where  a  pit  is  dog  near  a  highwaT  into  which 
a  man  cannot  &II  unless  he  first  trespasses  on  the  land 
ai^oining  the  highway.   J/anCm,  R— In  Bmme9  ▼.  Ward  (#) 
the  danger  might  iuTe  aS?cted  a  person  on  the  fiootway 

(m)   Jan.  11.     Be^m  PoOock,  {^c)  2  D.  i  L.  aos. 

C.   B^   Jlar£n,    B^  Wiitocm,  B.,  (i)  3  Camp.  39t> ;  see  9  C.  & 

and  OvooKfl,  B.  413.  419. 

(b)  2  Stra.  1 167  {e)  9  C.  R  392. 
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itself.  fFaisan,  B.— Do  you  contend  that  if  a  shaft  is 
sunk  in  an  open  uninclosed  country  within  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  of  the  highway  (a),  the  owner  is  bound  to  put  up  a 
fence  against  the  highway  ?  Why  should  not  the  person 
whose  duty  it  is  to  repair  the  highway  fence  it?]  In 
Barnes  y.  Ward {b)iCres$well,  J.,  suggested  that  '^the  public 
may  acquire  a  right  something  analogous  to  the  servitude 
of  the  old  Roman  law,  viz.,  that  the  land  adjoining  shall  be 
left  in  such  a  state  as  to  protect  the  public  in  the  use  of  the 
highway."  [Qumnett^  B. — The  reservoir  being  made  across 
the  old  line  of  road,  though  the  right  of  way  over  what  is 
now  the  reservoir  only  have  been  extinguished  by  some 
statutable  authority,  yet  it  remains  up  to  the  reservoir.] 

AtherUm  and  Cleasbyy  in  support  of  the  rule. — It  must 
be  taken  that  the  persons  who  constructed  the  reservoir 
acted  lawfully.  The  declaration  treats  the  existing  way  as 
the  ancient  way.  And  the  question  is  whether  the  con- 
struction of  the  reservoir  near  to  the  ancient  footway 
imposed  on  the  defendants  or  their  predecessors  the  obliga- 
tion of  guarding,  fencing,  or  railing  off  their  own  land. 
[Martin^  B. — There  is  probably  no  duty  to  fence,  but  the 
reservoir  in  an  unfenced  state  mav  be  a  nuisance  to  the 
footway.]  It  is  not  denied  that  if  an  individual  does  any- 
thing on  or  adjacent  to  a  highway  which  is  a  nuisance 
to  persons  an  the  highway,  and  damage  is  thereby  caused 
to  any  one,  an  action  is  maintainable.  An  action  might 
have  been  sustained  in  the  present  case  if  the  state  of  things 
had  rendered  the  use  of  the  way  less  commodious.  [Mar^ 
flit,  B. — The  jury  found  that  the  plaintiflp  was  using  the 
way  with  sufficient  care  and  caution,  and  that  the  place  was 
rendered  dangerous  by  the  acts  of  the  defendants.]  Sup- 
pose a  person  cuts  a  deep  trench  at  the  side  of  a  highway, 
(a)  See  5  &  6  Wm.  4,  c.  50,  s.  70.  (b)  9  C.  B.  392. 
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the  trench  may  be  daDgerous  to  persons  who  are  actoally  on 
the  highway  itself.  Here,  if  persons  do  not  stray  off  the  road 
they  are  in  no  danger.  If  the  injury  is  caused  by  straying  it 
is  not  the  result  of  that  which  is  alleged  to  be  the  unlawful 
act  In  Bamei  ?.  Ward  {a)  the  ground  of  the  decision 
CoiiFAiiT  *  ^^  ^^^  ^^®  unfenced  area  was  a  nuisance  to  the  way  itself; 
since  the  excavation  abutted  on  the  highway. — They  referred 
also  to  The  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  RaHway 
Company^  App.,  v.  fValUsy  Resp.  {b\  and  Roberts  v.  The 
Cheat  Western  Railway  Company  (c).  [Marthfiy  B.,  referred 
to  Manley  v.  The  St.  Helens  Canal  and  Railway  Com- 
pany {dy 

Cur.  adv,  vulL 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Pollock,  C.  B. — This  action  was  tried  before  my  brother 
Martin  at  the  last  Yorkshire  Assizes.  The  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendants  had  leave  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  them,  upon  a  traverse  of  an 
averment  in  the  declaration,  that  the  defendants  were 
bound  to  fence  a  reservoir  mentioned  in  iL  The  parties 
had  also  leave  to  amend  the  pleadings,  and  the  plaintiff, 
before  the  argument  upon  a  rule  obtained  by  the  defend- 
ants to  enter  the  verdict  for  them  upon  the  leave  reserved, 
made  an  amendment  It  is  immaterial  to  refer  to  it, 
because  we  think  that  not  only  upon  the  traverse  but  upon 
the  facts  of  the  case,  as  proved  at  the  trial,  the  defendants 
are  entitled  to  our  judgment.  The  plaintiff  was  the  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Thomas  Hardcastle  who  was  drowned 
upon  the  22nd  of  May,  1858.  The  defendants  are  the 
proprietors  of  a  navigation  called  "  The  Dun  Navigation." 

(a)  9  C.  B.  392.  (c)  4  C.  B.  (N.  S,)  506. 

{h)  14  C.  B.  213.  {d)  2  H.  &  N.  840. 
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Upon  the  night  of  the  day  before  mentioned,  the  intestate 

left  Rotherham  to  walk  to  Sheffield,  but  was  drowned  in 

the   place  hereafter  described.     The  action  was  brought  » 

against  the  defendants  under  Lord  CampbeU's  Act.     The    Torkshirb 

Railway 

defendants'  predecessors  were  the  proprietors  of  the  navi-         ahd 
gation,  and  about  twenty-four  years  ago  they  made  a  new      Compant. 
cut.     The  cut  consisted  of  a  large  reservoir  out  of  which 
there  were  two  branches,  one  a  canal  for  the  boats  to  navigate 
in,  the  other  a  by-wash  for  the  surplus  water  to  flow  away. 
The  division  between  these  two  branches  was  a  buttress 
or  projecting  wall ;  the  water  for  the  canal  passing  on  one 
side,  the  water  going  through  the  by-wash  passing  on  the 
other.     There  was  an  ancient  footpath  from  Rotherham  to 
Sheffield,  which  passed  along  the  by^wash,  was  continued 
over  it  by  a  bridge,  and  then  proceeded  to  Sheffield.     The 
bridge  was  from  seven  to  ten  yards  from  the  end  of  the 
buttress  or  projecting  wall,  and  a  person  who  continued  to 
walk  straight  up  the  pathway  along  the  by-wash,  and  who 
did  not  turn  a  little  to  the  right  in  order  to  go  over  the 
bridge  would,  unless  prevented  by  the  arm  of  a  gate  to 
a  lock  upon  the  canal,  get  upon  a  grassy  spot,  and  if  he 
continued  walking  on  would  go  over  the  buttress  or  pro- 
jecting wall  into  the  reservoir.     It  was  assumed  upon  both 
sides  that  the  intestate  had  walked  up  the  footway  along  the 
by-wash,  and  then  instead  of  turning  to  the  right  and  going 
over  the  bridge,  continued  to  walk  straight  on  and  went  into 
the  reservoir  at  the  end  of  the  buttress  and  was  drowned.  At 
the  trial  a  statement  was  made  that  the  course  of  the  way 
was  altered  when  the  new  cut  was  made,  but  no  evidence 
was  given  of  this,  nor  indeed  is  the  cause  of  action  alleged 
in  the  declaration  founded  upon  it ;  and  after  such  a  lapse 
of  time  we  think  it  must  be  taken  that  the  present  way  is 
the  lawful  one. 

The  authority  relied  upon  by  the  plaintiff  was  Barnes  v. 
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Ward  (a),  and  with  the  judgment  in  that  case  we  entiidj 
concnr.  The  fiurts  there  were,  that  the  defendant  being 
poasesBed  of  land  abutting  on  a  pablic  footway  excavated 
an  area  in  the  conrse  of  building  a  house  immediately 
adjoining  the  footway  and  left  it  unprotected,  and  a  peraon 
walking  in  the  night  time  fell  in  and  was  killed.  The 
Court  held  that  the  defendant  was  liable.  The  principle 
of  the  decision  was  that  such  an  excavation  was  a  public 
nuisance,  and  that  an  individual  injury  arising  firom  sudi 
a  nuisance  was  the  subject-matter  of  an  action,  to  the  party 
aggrieved. 

That  a  private  injury  arising  from  a  public  nuisance  is 
the  subject-matter  of  an  action  for  damages  is  a  doctrine  as 
old  as  any  in  the  common  law ;  and  if  we  were  of  opinion 
that  the  state  of  the  reservoir  in  the  present  case  was  a 
nuisance  to  the  footpath,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  sub- 
stantially in  the  right,  notwithstanding  that  we  thought  the 
form  of  the  declaration  was  defective,  and  that  there  was  no 
such  obligation  to  fence  as  therein  alleged,  we  should  be 
desirous  to  aid  the  plaintiff;  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  she 
has  no  right  of  action  against  the  defendants. 

When  an  excavation  is  made  adjoining  to  a  public  way, 
so  that  a  person  walking  upon  it  might,  by  making  a  fidse 
step,  or  being  affected  with  sudden  giddiness,]  or,  in  the 
case  of  a  horse  or  carriage  way,  might,  by  the  sudden  start- 
ing of  a  horse,  be  thrown'  into  the  excavation,  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  person  making  such  excavation  should  be 
liable  for  the  consequences;  but  when  the  excavation  is 
made  at  some  distance  from  the  way,  and  the  person  fiilling 
into  would  be  a  trespasser  upon  the  defendant's  land  before 
he  reached  it,  the  case  seems  to  us  to  be  different  We  do 
not  see  where  the  liability  is  to  stop.  A  man  getting  off  a 
road  on  a  dark  night  and  losing  his  way  may  wander  to  any 

(a)  9  C.  H.  3ft2. 


HILARY  TERM,    22    VICT. 


75 


extent,  and  if  the  question  be  for  the  jury  no  one  could 
tell  whether  he  was  liable  for  the  consequences  of  his  act 
upon  his  own  land  or  not  We  think  that  the  proper  and 
true  test  of  legal  liability  is,  whether  the  excavation  be 
substantially  adjoining  the  way,  and  it  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous if  it  were  otherwise, — if  in  every  case  it  was  to  be 
left  as  a  fact  to  the  jury,  whether  the  excavation  were 
sufficiently  near  to  the  highway  to  be  dangerous. 

When  a  man  dedicates  a  way  to  the  public,  there  does 

not  seem  any  just  ground,  in  reason  and  good  sense,  that  he 

should  restrict  himself  in  the  use  of  his  land  adjoining,  to 

any  extent,  further  than  that  he  should  not  make  the  use 

of  the  way  dangerous  to  the  persons  who  are  upon  it  and 

using  it ;  to  do  so  would  be  derogating  from  his  grant :  but 

he  gives  no  liberty  or  licence  to  the  persons  using  the  way 

to  trespass  upon  his  adjoining  land,  and  if  they  in  so  doing 

come  to  misfortune,  we  think  they  must  bear  it,  and  the 

owner  of  the  land  is  not  responsible.     If  fences  are  to  be 

put  up,  it  would  seem  more  reasonable  that  they  should  be 

put  up  by  those  who  use  the  way,  or  those  who  are  under 

the  obligation  to  repair  it,  than  by  the  person  who  dedicated 

it  to  the  public,  or  his  successors ;  and  as  we  are  clearly  of 

opinion  that  there  is  no  such  obligation  to  fence,  as  alleged 

in  the  declaration,  and  also  that,  upon  the  above  state  of 

facts,  there  is  no  liability,  our  judgment  is  in  accordance 

with  the  principle  of   the  case  of  Blyth  v.  Topham  (a), 

which  we  think  is  the  true  one.     The  rule   to   enter  a 

verdict  for  the  defendant  must  therefore  be  made  absolute. 
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Rule  absolute. 


(a)  Cro.  Jac.  158. 
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Jan  IP.  Young  ».  Hughes. 

Declaration— John  Young,  assignee  of  the  bond 
giTcn°tothe  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  whom  the  said  bond  has  been 
Jh^to^*?f^  assigned  by  A.  F.  Bayford,  one  of  the  registrars  of  her 
Vict.  c.  77  Majesty's  Court  of  Probate,  by  order  of  the  Right  Honor- 
operation,  U      able  Sir  Cresswell  Cresswell,  Knight,  Judge  of  the  said 

not  assignable,  ^^  jg  a 

ander  the  83rd    Court,  and  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  ana 

tection  of  that  i-*         »  u 

Act,  so  as  to  provided,  by  &c.,  his  attorney,  sues  &c. :  For  that,  on  the 

assignee  to  14th  January  a.d.  1854,  one  A.  Oxby  and  the  defendant, 

^o^nl^x  and  one  M.  Brandwood,  by  bond  of  that  date,  under  their 

^^y^  '^JJ  gg^  respective  hands  and  seals,  acknowledged  themselves  to  be 

8.  I6>is  not  bolden  and  firmly  bound  unto  the   Right  Reverend  &c. 

a  retrospectiTe  •'  ^ 

effect,  BO  as  to    Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  in  the  sum  of  4000Z.,  to  be  paid 

enable  the  *^  ^ 

assignee  to        unto  the  said  Lord  Bishop,  &c.,  with  a  condition  thereunder 

maintain  an  .  r  i     i         •  i  t  j«  • 

action  com-       written. — (The   declaration   then   set    out   the   condition, 
in  his  own         which  was  in  the  usual  form,  for  exhibiting  an  inventory, 

name  before        jii***.*  ji«  -.  ji  i_ 

that  Act  duly  administenng,  and  making  an  account ;  and  breaches 

P***®*^  were  assigned  in  the  terms  of  the  condition.) — That  after 

the  said  bond  had  become  forfeited,  and  before  the  passing 
of  an  act  of  parliament  passed  &c.  (21  &  22  Vict,  c  95), 
the  now  defendant  was  cited  (to  wit  under  and  by  virtue 
of  a  monition  issued  in  due  form  of  law  from  and  out  of 
the  Consistory  Court  of  the  said  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester, 
bearing  date  the  5th  day  of  November,  1857,)  to  appear 
in  the  said  Consistory  Court  at  the  lime  and  place  in  that 
behalf  mentioned  in  the  said  monition,  and  then  and  there 
to  shew  cause  (amongst  other  things)  why  the  aforesaid 
bond  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  sued  for  at  common 
law ;  which  said  monition  and  the  proceedings  therein 
were  pending  in  the  said  Consistory  Court  when  the  said 
act  of  parliament  came  into  operation.     That  after  the  said 
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Act  came  into  operation,  to  wit  on  the  15th  day  of  February, 
1858,  her  Majesty's  Court  of  Probate,  on  application  made 
to  that  Court  in  a  summary  way  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  said  Act  and  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  said  Court, 
and  on  being  satisfied  that  the  condition  of  the  said  bond 
had  been  broken,  ordered  A.  F.  Bayford,  then  being  one 
of  the  registrars  of  the  said  Court,  to  assign  the  said  bond 
to  J.  Young  (the  now  plaintiff)  in  the  said  order  named. 
And  afterwards,  on  the  26th  day  of  February  a.  d.  1858, 
the  said  A.  F.  Bayford,  then  being  such  registrar  as  afore- 
said, by  indorsement  on  the  said  bond  made  and  signed  by 
him  as  such  registrar  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court  of  Probate,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order  and  of  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  of  parliament,  assigned  the  said 
bond  to  the  plaintiff.     Whereupon   the  plaintiff  became 
entitled  to  sue  upon  the  said  bond  in  his  own  name  and  to 
recover  thereon,  as  trustee  fo(  all  persons  interested,  the 
full  amount  recoverable  in  respect  of  the  aforesaid  breaches 
respectively  of  the  said  condition  of  the  said  bond,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act. — The  declaration 
then  alleged  non-payment  of  the  4000/.  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  or  to  the  plaintiff  as  such  assignee,  or  to  any  other 
persons,  and  concluded  with  an  averment  that  the  plaintiff, 
as  assignee  as  aforesaid,  and  as  a  trustee  for  all  persons 
interested,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act, 
brings  this  suit  &c. 

Demurrer  and  joinder  therein.  The  joinder  in  demurrer 
was  dated  the  20th  of  April,  1858,  and  the  case  was  in  the 
special  paper  for  argument  in  last  Trinity  Term. 

TomKnsoni  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  question  is, 
whether,  after  the  passing  of  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  77,  this 
bond  could  be  assigned  to  the  plaintiff  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  sue  upon  it  in  his  own  name.     It  is  submitted  that  the 


77 


r. 
Hughes. 


78  EXCHEQUER    REPORTS. 

action  must  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  Bishop.     The 
21  Hen.  8,  c.  5,  s.  3,  was  the  6rst  Act  which  enabled  the 
V.  Ordinary  to  take  surety  for  the  true  administration  of  the 

effects  of  an  intestate.     The  22  &  23  Car.  2,  c  10,  s.  1, 
required  all  Ordinaries,  having  power  to  commit  adminis- 
tration of  the  goods  of  persons  dying  intestate,  to  *'  take 
sufficient   bonds  with  two  or  more  able  sureties,  respect 
being  had  to  the  value  of  the  estate,  in  the  name  of  the 
Ordinary."    The  2nd  section  prescribes  the  form  of  the 
condition,  which  has  been  followed  in  this  case.     By  sec- 
tion 3,  such  bonds  are  declared  *^  to  be  good  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  and  pleadable  in  any  Courts  of  justice;"  but 
there  is  no  provision  as  to  assigning  them.     That  Act  was 
made  perpetual  by  the  1  Jac.  2,  c.  17,  s.  5.     Therefore, 
under  that   state  of  the  law,   administration  bonds  were 
assignable  in  equity  only.     Then,  has  the  20  &  21  Vict, 
c  77  made  any  alteration  in  the  law,  as  to  the  power  of 
assigning  bonds  given  before  that  Act  came  into  operation  ? 
The  1st  section  provides  that  the  Act  '^  shall  come  into 
operation  on   such  day,  not  sooner  than  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1858,  as  her  Majesty  shall  by  order  in  council 
appoint"   The  day  appointed  was  the  11th  January,  1858. 
By  section  3,  the  testamentary  jurisdiction  of  ecclesiastical 
and  other  Courts  is  abolished ;   and,  by  section  4,  such 
jurisdiction  is  vested  in  her  Majesty,  and  is  to  be  exercised 
in  her  name  in  a  Court  to  be  called  the  Court  of  Probate. 
By  section  23,  the  Court  of  Probate  shall  be  a  Court  of 
record,  and  shall   have  the  same   powers  throughout  all 
England,  and  in  relation  to  the  personal  estate  in  all  parts 
of  England  of  deceased  persons,  as  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  now  has  in  the  province 
of  Canterbury :  provided  that  no  suits  for  legacies,  or  suits 
for  the  distribution  of  residues,  shall  be  entertained  by  the 
Court.    Section  80  repeals  so  much  of  the  21  Hen.  8,  c.  5, 
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and  the  22  &  23  Can  2,  c.  10,  and  the  1  Jac.  2,  c.  17,  "as 
requires  any  surety,  bond«  or  other  security  to  be  taken 
from  a  person  to  whom  administration  shall  be  committed."  v. 

Section  81  enacts  that  "every  person  to  whom  any  grant 
of  administration  shall  be  committed  shall  ^ve  bond  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate,"  &c.,  "and,  if  the  Court  of 
Probate  shall  require,  with  one  or  more  surety  or  sureties, 
conditioned  for  duly  collecting,  getting  in,  and  administer- 
ing the  personal  estate  of  the  deceased,"  &c.  By  section  82, 
"  Suck  bond  shall  be  in  a  penalty  of  double  the  amount 
under  which  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  deceased  shall  be 
sworn,"  &c.  By  section  83,  "  The  Court  may,  on  applica- 
tion made  on  motion  or  petition  in  a  summary  way,  and 
on  being  satisfied  that  the  condition  of  any  such  bond  has 
been  broken,  order  one  of  the  registrars  of  the  Court  to 
assign  the  same  to  some  person,  to  be  named  in  such  order, 
and  such  person,  his  executors  or  administrators,  shall 
thereupon  be  entitled  to  sue  on  the  said  bond,  in  his  own 
name,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
originally  given  to  him  instead  of  to  the  Judge  of  the 
Court,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  thereon,  as  trustee 
for  all  persons  interested,  the  full  amount  recoverable  in 
respect  of  any  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  said  bond." 
The  language  of  the  81st  section  applies  to  future  bonds 
only;  the  82nd  section  contains  the  same  language  and 
relates  to  the  same  bonds ;  and  the  83rd  section  is  clearly 
in  respect  of  the  same  subject-matter.  If  these  enactments 
were  intended  to  apply  to  other  bonds,  the  language  would 
have  been  "  bond  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate,  or 
to  the  Ordinary/'  The  84th  section  provides  for  the  transfer 
to  the  Court  of  Probate  of  all  suits  then  pending  in  any 
Court  in  England  respecting  any  grant  of  probate  or  ad- 
ministration. The  86th  section  renders  valid  all  grants  of 
probates  and  administrations  made  before  the  commence- 
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1869.        ment  of  that  Act,  which  might  be  void  or  voidable  by 
^'^^    ^      reason  only  that  the  Courts  from  which  the  same  respec- 

©.  lively  were  obtained  had  not  jurisdiction  to  make  such 
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grants.  The  87th  section  enacts  that  "legal  grants  ot  pro- 
bate and  administration  made  before  the  commencement  of 
that  Act,  and  grants  of  probate  and  administration,  made 
legal  by  that  Act,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as 
if  they  had  been  granted  under  that  Act,  &c ;  and  all  in- 
ventories and  accounts  in  respect  thereof  shall  be  returnable 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  all  bonds  taken  in  respect 
thereof  may  be  enforced  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court."  There 
is  therefore  this  distinction:  bonds  given  under  that  Act 
to  the  Court  of  Probate  may  be  enforced  by  order  of  that 
Court ;  but  with  respect  to  bonds  given  before  that  Act  to 
the  Ordinary,  the  Court  of  Chancery  is  substituted  for  the 
abolished  Ecclesiastical  Court  The  words  "such  bond** 
in  the  83rd  section  cannot  apply  to  bonds  given  under  the 
old  system,  for  it  provides  that  the  assignee  shall  have  the 
same  right  to  sue  on  the  bond  as  the  Judge  who  assigns  it. 
On  the  2nd  August,  1858,  the  21  &  22  Vict  c.  95  passed, 
to  amend  the  previous  Act.  By  section  15  of  the  21  &  22 
Vict.  c.  95,  "  Bonds  given  to  any  archbishop,  bishop,  or 
other  person  exercising  testamentary  jurisdiction  in  respect 
of  grants  of  letters  of  administration  made  prior  to  the  llth 
day  of  January,  1858,  or  in  respect  of  grants  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Court  of  Probate  Act  or  of  this  Act,  whether 
taken  under  a  commission  or  requisition  executed  before 
or  after  the  said  llth  day  of  January,  shall  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, shall  be  put  in  force  in  the  same  manner  and  subject 
to  the  same  rules  (so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to 
them)  as  if  they  had  been  given  to  the  Judge  of  the  said 
Court  subsequently  to  that  day.'*     This  statute  has  not 
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a  retrospective   eflTect :    Moon   v.  Burden  (a),  Pinhorn  v.        1859. 
Souster  (A),  WUliams  v.  Smith  (c).  "'T^^ 

^    '  YOUNQ 

The  Court  then  called  on  ». 


Dr.  Phillimore  (with  whom  was  Cole)  to  support  the 
declaration. — It  is  conceded  that  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  77 
came  into  operation  when  the  Consistorial  Court  of  the 
Bishop  of  Chester  was  at  an  end ;  but  it  never  could 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature  that  no  Court 
should  have  jurisdiction  over  these  bonds.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  jurisdiction  is  transferred  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery by  the  87th  section  of  that  Act ;  but  the  object  of 
that  section  was  to  provide  for  cases  where  an  administra- 
tion was  granted  with  a  stamp  duty  insufBcient  to  cover 
the  personal  estate,  and  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  new 
grant  with  the  proper  stamp  duty.  That  construction  is 
corroborated  by  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  inventories  and  accounts  shall  be  returnable 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  If  the  plaintiff's  construction 
be  correct,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  provision  of  the 
15th  section  of  the  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  95.  [^Martiny  B.— The 
words  of  the  87th  section  of  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  77,  are, 
'^  all  bonds  taken  in  respect  thereof,"  that  is  of ''  legal  grants 
of  probate  and  administration  made  before  the  commence-* 
ment  of  this  Act"  New  powers  are  given  to  the  new 
Judge  in  respect  of  probate  ;  but  for  some  reason  the 
legislature  did  not  think  fit  to  transfer  to  him  the  old 
bonds,  but  left  them  to  be  enforced  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery.]  On  the  motion  in  the  Court  of  Probate,  that 
this  bond  ^'  be  attended  with"  for  the  purpose  of  suit,  it 
was  submitted  that  the  Court  had  authoritv  to  deal  with 
it  as  a  matter  testamentary  in  a  suit  transferred  with  all  its 

(a)  2  Exch.  22.  (6)  8  Exch.  138. 

(c)  2  H.  &  N.  443. 
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incidents  by  the  84th  section ;  the  learned  Judge  ordered 
the  l>ond  to  be  assigned,  leaving  the  Court  of  common  law 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  its  validity :  Yomng  ▼•  Oxleg  (a). 
Neither  the  Consistorial  Court  nor  the  Court  of  Chancery 
having  jurisdiction,  this  is  either  a  casus  omissus  in  the  Act, 
or  it  was  intended  by  implication  to  transfer  the  authority 
to  the  Court  of  Probate.  That  it  was  not  the  intention 
to  omit  this  case  appears  from  the  latter  part  of  the  23rd 
section,  which  provides  that  no  suits  for  legacies,  or  suits 
for  the  distribution  of  residues,  shall  be  entertained  by  the 
Court.  Therefore  where  it  was  intended  that  the  Court 
of  Probate  should  have  no  jurisdiction,  it  is  so  stated  in 
express  terms.  The  4th  section  gives  the  Court  '^fiill 
authority  to  hear  and  determine  all  questions  relating  to 
matters  and  causes  testamentary ;"  and  this  case  falls  within 
that  category.  It  would  be  competent  for  the  Court  of 
Probate  to  revoke  this  grant  of  administration ;  then  how 
can  it  be  said  that  the  Court  has  no  power  to  deal  with  the 
bond?  The  83rd  section  may  be  construed  by  the  light 
of  the  84th,  which  says  that  ^*  all  suits,  whether  original  or 
by  way  of  appeal,"  &c.,  "shall  be  transferred."  It  was 
competent  for  the  Court  of  Probate  to  deal  with  this  bond, 
either  under  the  old  practice,  viz.,  to  order  it  "  to  be 
attended  with"  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  in  suit,  or 
under  the  new  practice  prescribed  by  the  83rd  section. 
The  learned  Judge  elected  to  take  the  new  power  given 
by  the  statute.  The  84th  section  having  transferred  all 
existing  suits,  by  implication  gave  the  Court  a  power  over 
this  bond.  But,  at  all  events,  the  21  &  22  Vict,  c  95  has 
a  retrospective  operation.  The  14th  section  provides  for 
the  transfer  of  all  non-contentious  business  pending  in  any 
Ecclesiastical  Court  at  the  time  when  "  The  Court  of  Pro- 


(a)  1  Sw.  &  Tr.  25. 
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bate  Act"  came  into  operation.      Then  the  16th  section        1869. 
provides  for  bonds  given  to  any  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,      ^'^^^^^ 
in  respect  of  grants  of  administration  prior  to  the  11th  day  v. 

^  .  Hughes. 

of  January,  1858.  A  statute  may  have  a  retrospective 
eflTect  not  only  by  express  words,  but  by  necessary  implica- 
tion. [PoUock,  C.  B.,  referred  to  Roadknight  v.  Green  (a).] 
In  Wame  v.  Beresford  (b)  the  defendant  set  up  a  defence 
under  a  statute  which  was  repealed  after  plea  pleaded  and 
before  trial  A  verdict  having  been  found  for  the  defend- 
ant, this  Court  held  that  they  must  give  judgment  according 
to  the  law  then  in  existence. 

P0I4LOCK,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  action  cannot 
be  maintained.  The  question  arises  in  this  way. — The 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  77  makes  assignable  administration  bonds 
given  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate.  This  is  not 
a  bond  given  to  the  Judge  of  that  Court,  but  a  bond  given 
under  the  old  system  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester  as  Ordinary. 
The  inconvenience  of  suits  upon  such  bonds,  after  the 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  77,  was  discovered,  and  the  21  &  22 
Vict  c.  95  was  passed  to  remedy  it,  and  to  make  bonds 
given  to  an  Ordinary  assignable  in  the  same  way  as  bonds 
given  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate.  But  the  Act 
did  not  come  in  force  until  the  2nd  August,  1858,  whereas 
this  case  was  in  the  paper  for  argument  in  Trinity  Term, 
1858,  and  it  is  conceded  that  if  it  had  been  then  argued 
the  Court  must  have  given  judgment  for  the  defendant 
The  question  is  whether  there  is  anything  in  the  21  &  22 
Vict.  c.  95,  which  makes  it  retrospective,  so  as  to  change 
the  position  of  the  parties  to  the  suit,  and  refer  it  back  to 
the  time  when  the  case  was  standing  for  argument  and 
judgment  I  think  that  there  is  not,  whatever  may  be  our 
opinion  as  to  what  the  legislature  might  have  intended ; 

(a)  9  M.  &  W.  652.  (&)  2  M.  &  W.  848. 
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for  althoagh,  where  the  laogmge  of  an  Act  sttisfies  the 
Court  as  to  what  most  hare  been  intended,  that  is  sufficient 
groond  for  constming  it  so  as  to  pve  effect  to  that  inten- 
tion ;  what  might  hare  been  intended  oc^t  not  to  operate 
in  the  same  war.  No  doubt  the  only  effect  of  our  judg- 
ment b  that  the  plaintiff  must  begin  orer  again,  and 
probablj  get  a  finesh  order  of  assignment  firom  the  Court 
of  Probate,  but  we  cannot  decide  the  case  on  that  ground. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  collect 
from  the  report  of  Tov^  t.  Oxley  (a)  that  the  Judge 
of  the  Probate  Court  gave  no  o|Mnion  on  the  point, 
whether  the  assignment  was  Talid.  It  b  a  well  known 
rule  that  a  bond  b  not  assienable  at  common  law,  so  as 
to  enable  the  assignee  to  sue  upon  it  in  hb  own  name. 
That  being  the  rale  of  law,  the  first  question  is,  what  b  the 
trae  construction  of  certain  sections  of  the  20  &  21  Vict 
c.  77,  beginning  with  section  80,  and  especially  section  83  ? 
It  b  clear  that  the  power  to  asi^p  giren  bj  the  83rd  section 
relates  to  bonds  given  to  the  Juc^e  of  the  new  Court,  and 
has  no  reference  to  bonds  giren  to  any  Court  previously 
exbting.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  b  the  trae  construc- 
tion of  the  S7th  section ;  but,  according  to  the  ordinary 
rale«  I  should  have  thought  that  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  was  to  transfer  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  the 
ix)wer  over  all  bonds  taken  in  respect  of  l^al  grants  of 
pn>hate  and  administration  made  before  the  commence- 
mont  of  the  Act«  and  grants  of  [vobate  and  adminbtration 
nmdo  legal  by  that  Act.  Thb  b  a  bond  given  upon  a 
grant  of  administration.  After  the  execution  of  the  bond 
aiul  iK'R^rK^  the  ass^:gnnient  of  it  the  jurisdiction  of  the  old 
i\>urts  cea.^\L  and  the  new  Court  came  into  operation ; 
a\ul  I  think  that  luuler  the  20  &  21  McL  c.  77,  the  Judge 
of  the  i\Hirt  of  lV>i^te  had  nN>  i^^wer  to  assign  such  a  bond. 
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Then  has  the  assignment  been  rendered  valid  by  the 
21  &  22  Vict  c.  95  ?  I  think  it  has  not  The  Act  contains 
no   express  words    for  that  purpose.      It  would   require  ». 

strong  language  to  give  the  Act  a  retrospective  opera tion, 
though  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  intention  appeared  by 
necessary  implication.  But  there  is  nothing  to  shew  by 
necessary  implication  that  the  Act  is  retrospective.  We 
should  be  glad,  if  we  could,  so  to  construe  it,  as  it  is 
desirable  to  save  expense,  but  we  must  apply  to  it 
that  construction  which  is  the  legal  and  real  effect  of 
the  words  used.  The  general  rule  that  statutes  are  to 
be  construed  as  applying  to  the  future  not  to  the  past 
was  acted  on  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  in 
Vansittart  v.  Tayhr  (cr),  where  all  the  members  of  the 
Court,  except  Platt^  B.,  were  of  opinion  that  the  34th 
section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854,  was 
prospective  only,  and  did  not  authorize  an  appeal  on  a  rule 
to  enter  a  verdict  granted  after  the  Act  came  into  operation 
on  a  point  reserved  at  a  trial  before  the  Act  received  the 
Royal  Assent 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     There  is  no 
provision  in  the  20  &  21  Vict  c.  77  for  assigning  a  bond 
of  this  kind  so  as  to  give  the  assignee  a  right  to  sue  in  his 
own  name.     The  83rd  section,  which  empowers  the  Court 
to  order  one  of  its  registrars  to  assign  the  bond,  and  enables 
the  assignee  to  sue  upon  it  in  his  own  name,  clearly  applies 
only  to  bonds  given  after  the  constitution  of  the  Court  of 
Probate.     The  84th  section  transfers  all  pending  suits  to 
the  Court  of  Probate,  there  to  be  dealt  with  and  decided 
according  to  the  rules  and  practice  of  that  Court ;  but  it 
gives  no  power  to  the  Court  to  assign  bonds  already  given. 
Upon  reading  the  words  of  the  Act,  there  is  no  difficulty, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  shew  any  intention  of  the 

(a)  4  £.  &  B.  910. 
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1859.       Icgislatare   that  bonds  given   before   the   Act  ahonld  be 
^'7"^      assigned ;  on  the  contrary,  the  legblatore  repudiates  the 
r .  idea  of  the  Court  of  Probate  dealing  with  them,  and,  by 

the  87th  section,  provides  that  all  such  bonds  may  be 
enforced  by  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Then,  with  respect 
to  the  21  lis  22  Vict  c  95,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
it  has  a  retrospective  operation.  The  language  of  the  15th 
section  is  entirely  prospective.  It  says  that  bonds  given  to 
any  archbishop,  &c.  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Probate,  and,  if  necessary,  shall  be  put  in 
force  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  given  to  the 
Judge  of  that  Court.  It  does  not  make  good  assignments 
of  these  bonds  theretofore  made  by  the  Judge,  but  only 
says  that  assignments  thereafter  made  shall  be  valid. 

Chankell,  6. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  defendant 
is  entitled  to  judgment     In  considering  the  question  whe- 
ther the  plaintiff  can  maintain  this  action  as  assignee  of  the 
bond,  the  Court  is  called  upon  to  see  whether  at  the  time 
of  the  joinder  in  demurrer  he  had  any  right  of  action.     I 
am  of  opinion  that  he  had  not.     If  the  case  be  looked  at 
with  reference  to  the  law  as  it  stood  prior  to  the  20  &  21 
Vict  c.  77,  it  will  admit  of  no  doubt ;  and  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  83rd  section  of  that  Act  does  not  confer 
on  the  plaintiff  any  right  to  maintain  this  action.     I  am 
disposed  to  agree  with  my  brother  MartirCs  construction  of 
the  87th  section,  and  to  think  that  the  legislature  intended 
that  these  bonds  should  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery.     Then  comes  the  21  &  22  Vict  c.  95, 
the  14th  and  15th  sections  of  which  are  relied  on.     I  do 
not  say  whether  the  words  of  those  sections  may  or  may 
not  have  some  retrospective  operation :  it  is  enough  to  say 
that  they  do  not  legalise  this  action,  which  was  brought 
before  that  Act  passed. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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1859. 


The    Metropolitan    Saloon    Omnibus    Company  jan,  24. 

(Limited)  v.  Hawkins. 

JJeCLARATION— The  Metropolitan  Saloon  Omnibus  A  Joint  Stock 
Company  (Limited),  duly  incorporated  by  the  style  and  incorporated 

r  'J         J  ji*^  e  ^\  ••  r        under  the  19  Ac 

name  aforesaid  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  a  20  Vict.  c.  47, 
certain  act  of  parliament  &c.  (19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47),  by  &c.,  ^n'^c^SoiTfol" 
their  attorney,  sue  &c. :  For  that  the  defendant  falsely  and  g^^J^fder\n 
maliciously  did  publish  in  a  certain  letter  addressed  and  *^®  Company, 
sent  by  the  defendant  to  one  R.  Bevan  the  words  following. 
(The  declaration  then  set  out  the  letter,  which  imputed  to 
the  Company  insolvency,  mismanagement,  and  an  improper 
and  dishonest  carrying  on  of  its  affairs.)     The  declaration 
concluded  with  an  allegation  that  by  means  of  the  commit- 
ting of  the  grievances  by  the  defendant  the  Company  were 
greatly  damaged,  injured,  and  brought  into  public  disgrace 
and  contempt,  and  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Com- 
pany and  of  the  shares  therein  was  depreciated. 

Plea — That,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  committing 
of  the  grievance,  the  defendant  was  a  shareholder  in  the 
Company,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  be,  and  was  at 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  and  now  is,  a  shareholder 
in  the  said  Company. 

Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

Edwards^  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — To  an  action  for 
libel  by  a  Company  incorporated  under  the  19  &  20  Vict. 
c.  47  it  is  no  answer  that  the  defendant  is  a  shareholder  in 
the  Company.  If  it  were,  this  consequence  would  follow, 
that  a  person  who  bought  a  share  in  a  joint  stock  bank 
might  with  impunity  publish  any  slander  against  it.     For 
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1859.        the  purposes  of  this  action  the  defendant  is  a  stranger  to 

j^^^]^^_     the    corporation.      [Pollock,  C.   B. — A   corporation   may 

LiTAN  Saloon  maintain  an  action  against  one  of  its  members  to  recover  a 

Omnibus  Co.  ^^ 

0.  penalty  incurred  by  violating  a  bye-law.] 

Hawkins.  rn/-i  n  "•' 

The  Court  then  called  on 

Stammers  to  support  the  plea. — First,  this  is  not  the 
case  of  a  municipal  corporation,  in  which  the  individual 
members  are  merged  in  the  corporate  body;  but  it  is  a 
quasi  corporation  created  by  the  Joint  Stock  Companies 
Act  (19  &  20  Vict  c.  47,  s.  4),  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
and  which  is  termed  in  the  Act  "  a  partnership."  In  Ernest 
V.  Ntcholls(a)  Lord  Wensleydale  said,  with  reference  to 
companies  of  this  kind :  "  The  legislature  then  devised  the 
plan  of  incorporating  these  companies  in  a  manner  un- 
known to  the  common  law,  with  special  powers  of  manage- 
ment and  liabilities."  So,  in  Smith  v.  The  Hull  Glass 
Company  (b),  Wilde,  J,,  said :  '*  I  am  not  aware  that  what 
is  called  a  joint  stock  trading  company,  if  in  fact  a  partner- 
ship exists  between  the  shareholders,  differs  from  an  ordi- 
nary partnership  in  this  respect."  Again,  in  Ridley  v.  The 
Plymouth  Grinding  and  Baking  Company  (c),  Parke,  B., 
speaks  of  these  joint  stock  companies  as  quasi  corporations, 
and  for  some  purposes  a  partnership.  [Channell,  B. — 
Those  were  cases  of  contract.]  Though  the  13th  section 
of  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47,  s.  4,  uses   the  words  "bodv 

w 

corporate,"  yet  the  companies  created  under  it  are  in  the 
same  position  as  under  the  7  &  8  Vict  c.  110.  Therefore 
the  Company,  being  only  a  quasi  corporation,  is  for  the 
purposes  of  this  action  a  partnership,  and  a  member  of  it 
cannot  sue  himself:  Story  on  Partnership,  §  220,  Moffat 
and   OtJiers  v.    Van   Millingen  {d),   Neale  v.    Turton  (e), 

(a)  6  H.  L.  419.  (rf)  2  B.  &  P.  124,  note. 

(6)  8  C.  B.  67(5.  (e)  4  Bing.  149. 

(c)  2Excb.  711. 


Hawkins. 
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[Martin^  B. — Suppose  this  had  been  an  ordinary  partner-        1869. 
ship ;  I  do  not  see  why  the  other  partners  might  not  have     -^^jT^^^^^ 
maintained  an  action    against    one   member  who  libelled  litan  Saloon 

Omnibus  Co. 

the  partnership  (a).]  All  the  shares  in  the  Company  might  _  «. 
▼est  in  one  person,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  he 
could  be  at  the  same  time  both  plaintiff  and  defendant. — 
Secondly,  the  declaration  is  also  bad  on  the  ground  that 
a  quasi  corporation  can  only  maintain  an  action  in  respect 
of  matters  necessarily  incident  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  incorporated :  Paine  v.  The  Guardians  of  the  Strand 
Union  (i).  [Pollochy  C.  B. — How  are  they  to  obtain  redress 
for  an  injury  done  to  their  business  by  a  libel?]  They 
have  a  remedy  by  indictment  or  criminal  information. 
[Pollochy  C.  B. — That  would  not  repay  them  the  money 
which  they  may  have  lost  through  the  libel.] — Thirdly,  if 
this  Company  is  to  be  treated  as  anything  more  than  a 
trading  corporation,  there  is  an  entire  merger  of  its  per- 
sonal character.  There  is  no  instance  of  a  corporation 
having  maintained  an  action  for  libel  or  slander.  Treby^ 
arguendo  in  the  case  of  The  Quo  Warranto  against  the  City 
of  London  (c),  said  '^a  corporation  is  but  a  name,  an  ens 
ratianisy  a  thing,  that  cannot  see  or  be  seen,  and  indeed  is 
no  substance,  nor  can  do  or  suffer  wrong."  Under  the 
Civil  law,  the  ground  of  action  was  the  injuria^  the  per- 
sonal insult  or  contumely  offered  to  the  party  defamed : 
Dig.  lib.  47,  tit.  10,  1.  5,  §  9,  1  Stark,  on  Slander,  xxxi. 
In  like  manner,  all  the  definitions  of  libel  in  our  books 
describe  it  as  an  injury  affecting  personal  character :  The 
Case  de  Libellis  Famosis  (d),  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  c.  73,  s.  9, 
Bell  V.  Stone  (e\  Com.  Dig.  «  Libel "  (A),  Bac.  Abr.  •*  Libel." 
In  Bradley  v.  Methwyn  (f)  Lord  Hardwiche,  C.  J.,  observed 

(a)  See  Robinson  y.  Marchant,  (d)  5  Rep.  1246. 

7  Q.  B.  918.  (e)  1  Bos.  &  P.  331. 

{b)  8  Q.  B.  326.  (J)  2  Selw.  N.  P.  1039,  note, 

(c)  8  How.  St.  Tr.  1039, 1138.  lOih  ed. 
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1869.        that  "  the  crime  in  a  libel  does  not  arise  merely  finom  the 

j^**"^^*^      scandal,  but  from  the  tendency  which  it  has  to  occasion  a 

UTAH  Saloon  breach  of  the   peace."     A  corporation  has  no  character 
Omni  BUB  Co.  ^  "^  ^ 

V.  which  can  be  injured  by  slander.     [Watson,  B.,  referred  to 

Williams  v.  Beaumont  (a).]  Moreover,  it  might  happen 
that  the  members  who  recovered  the  damages  were  not 
those  who  complained  of  the  injury. 

Edwards  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  plea 
cannot  be  sustained.  That  a  corporation  at  common  law 
can  sue  in  respect  of  a  libel  there  is  no  doubt.  It  would 
be  monstrous  if  a  corporation  could  maintain  no  action  for 
slander  of  title  through  which  they  lost  a  great  deal  of 
money.  It  could  not  sue  in  respect  of  an  imputation 
of  murder,  or  incest,  or  adultery,  because  it  could  not 
commit  those  crimes.  Nor  could  it  sue  in  respect  of  a 
charge  of  corruption,  for  a  corporation  cannot  be  guilty  of 
corruption,  although  the  individuals  composing  it  may. 
But  it  would  be  very  odd  if  a  corporation  had  no  means 
of  protecting  itself  against  wrong ;  and  if  its  property  is 
injured  by  slander  it  has  no  means  of  redress  except 
by  action.  Therefore  it  appears  to  me  clear  that  a  corpo- 
ration at  common  law  may  maintain  an  action  for  a  libel 
by  which  its  property  is  injured.  Then,  has  a  corporation 
created  under  the  19  &  20  Vict  c.  47  the  same  power? 
Though  that  Act  makes  the  partnership  a  corporation,  Mr. 
Stammers  says  that  this  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  business  mentioned  in  it,  and  that  it  can  only  sue  in 
respect  of  matters  necessarily  incident  to  that  purpose. 
But  in  order  to  carry  on  business  it  is  necessary  that  the 
reputation  of  such  a  corporation  should  be  protected,  and 
therefore   in    the  case  of  libel  or  slander  it  must  have  a 

(a)  10  Biog.  260 ;  3  Moo.  &  S.  705, 
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remedy    by   action.      With   respect    to   the   question   of        1869. 
partnership,   that    raises   a  different   consideration.      An      .i"*"^'^^ 

'  *'  Metropo- 

action  cannot  be  brought  by  several  partners  against  one  "t^n  Salooh 

UMN1BU8  V/0. 

of  them,  for  a  party  cannot  be  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  v. 

Then,  can  a  quasi  corporation,  which  as  a  body  may  sue 
other  people,  maintain  an  action  for  libel  against  one  of  its 
own  members  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  corporation  at 
common  law  can  sue  one  of  its  members  for  a  penalty 
incurred  by  breach  of  a  bye-law ;  and  why  should  not  a 
quasi  corporation  possess  similar  powers  ?  Such  a  corpo- 
ration may  recover  a  debt  from  one  of  its  own  members — 
indeed  that  is  a  very  common  form  of  action,  and  the  money 
when  recovered  belongs  to  the  whole  body  of  which  the 
defendant  is  a  member.  Then,  if  a  quasi  corporation  may 
sue  for  the  recovery  of  money,  surely  it  must  also  have 
the  power  to  protect  itself  against  injury  by  an  action  for 
libel?  Upon  these  grounds  I  think  that  the  action  is 
maintainable. 

Martik,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  This  is 
an  action  for  libel,  in  which  a  joint  stock  company  is 
plaintiff;  and  it  is  argued  that  such  an  action  cannot  be 
maintained.  No  doubt,  in  looking  into  the  old  books, 
nothing  on  the  subject  will  be  found ;  but  in  modem  times 
there  has  sprung  up  a  class  of  corporations  which  are 
trading  bodies,  such  as  dock  and  canal  companies,  and  it 
is  no  where  laid  down  that  such  corporations  are  deprived 
of  the  protection  of  the  law  in  case  they  are  libelled.  If 
so,  the  Hull  Dock  Company  might  be  libelled  with  im- 
punity by  one  of  its  members  asserting  that  a  dock  was 
in  such  a  state  that  no  vessel  could  come  into  it ;  but  there 
is  no  pretence  for  saying  that  in  such  case  the  Company 
could  not  sue  in  respect  of  the  injury  done  to  its  trade 


92  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

1869.        by  the  libel.     As  my  Lord  said,  there  may  be  particular 
^^^^^^^^     kinds  of  libel  which  cannot  affect   a  corporation,  but  in 

UTAN  Saloon  respect  of  such  libels  as  are  injurious  to  it  an  action  may  be 
Omnibus  Co.  "^  •' 

o.  maintained.     Then  is  it  any  answer  that  the  libeller  is  a 
£[awkin8 

member  of  the  corporate  body?  By  the  19  &  20  Vict 
c.  47,  s.  4,  the  Company  became  in  effect  *'a  body 
corporate,"  that  is,  it  has  an  existence  separate  and  distinct 
from  that  of  its  members ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  make 
an  action  by  the  body  corporate  an  action  by  the  individual 
members.  If  the  defendant  had  been  run  over  by  an 
omnibus  of  the  Company,  according  to  Mr.  Stammeras 
argument,  he  could  have  maintained  no  action  for  the 
injury  done  to  him.  But  if  a  member  of  the  corporation 
may  maintain  an  action  against  it  for  injury  to  him,  the 
corporation  may  maintain  an  action  against  him  for  injury 
to  it.  I  said,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  that  I  did 
not  see  why,  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  partnership,  the 
other  members  might  not  maintain  an  action  against  one 
partner  who  libelled  it ;  and  the  case  of  Longman  v. 
Pole  {a)  supports  that  view.  That  was  an  action  by  five 
members  of  a  partnership  firm,  charging  the  defendant 
with  colluding  with  the  other  partner  to  injure  them.  It 
was  objected  that  the  plaintiffs  could  not  maintain  the 
action  in  their  joint  names,  they  having  no  joint  capacity 
independent  of  the  other  partner,  and  no  joint  partnership 
fund  of  their  own  distinct  from  him,  at  the  time  of  the  tort 
charged,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  to  their  joint  damage. 
But  Lord  Tenterden  said :  "  I  think  in  point  of  law  this 
action  is  maintainable ;  if  a  person  colludes  with  one  part- 
ner in  a  firm  to  enable  him  to  injure  the  other  partners,  I 
think  they  can  maintain  a  joint  action  against  the  person 

(a)  Moo.  &  M.  223. 
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SO  colluding.**     Here  the  defendant  is  a  distinct  person        1869. 
from  the  corporation  who  sues. 


Watson,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  judgment.  It  is  said  that  no  action  for  libel 
will  lie  by  a  quasi  corporation,  because  it  is  created  for 
certain  purposes  onlj,  and  does  not  differ  from  an  ordinary 
partnership.  But  it  is  clear  that  an  ordinary  partnership 
would  have  a  right  to  maintain  an  action  against  one  of 
its  members  for  injury  to  their  real  or  personal  property, 
and  for  all  wrongs  done  to  them.  Then  suppose  the  firm 
becomes  incorporated,  but  not  for  all  purposes,  is  the  law 
to  afford  no  protection  to  them  ?  One  of  the  safeguards 
to  individuals  against  libel  is  the  remedy  by  action ;  and 
I  cannot  conceive  a  proposition  more  dangerous  than  this, 
that  because  a  company  is  incorporated  they  have  no  appeal 
to  a  Court  of  justice  if  they  are  libelled.  During  the 
argument  I  referred  to  the  case  in  the  Common  Pleas  of 
Williams  v.  Beaumont  (a\  where  a  joint  stock  company 
were  empowered  to  sue  in  the  name  of  their  chairman, 
and  it  was  held  that  they  might  sue  in  his  name  for  a  libel 
on  the  Company.  As  to  the  plea  of  the  defendant,  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  with  it.  He  says,  in  effect,  ^'  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  corporation,  and  therefore  I  have  a  right  to  libel 
it"  That  is  a  startling  proposition.  If  it  were  true,  a 
person  might  buy  a  single  share  in  a  banking  company 
and  libel  it  with  impunity.  Such  a  state  of  the  law  would 
utterly  destroy  the  business  of  these  companies.  In  this 
respect  I  cannot  distinguish  between  corporations  created 

(a)  lOBing.260;  3Moo.&S.  their  Act,  53  Geo.  3,  c.  ccvi., 

705.     The  report  in  Moore  &  proyides  **That  nothing  in  this 

Scott  describes  the  Company  as  Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 

a  corporation,  but  it  appears  by  deemed,  construed,  or  taken  to 

the  report  in  Bingham  that  they  extend,  to  incorporate  the  said 

were  not.    The  9th  section  of  society  or  partnership.** 


Metropo- 
litan Saloon 
Omnibus  Co. 

V. 

Hawkins. 


V. 
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1859.       for  certain  purposes  and  corporadons  at  common  law ;  they 

^-^^-^-^      all  have  a  perpetual  succession  and  a  common  seaL     VVhy 

Kmtopo-  '     *^  , 

uTAs  Sauws  are  we  to  make  a  distinction  when  the  legislature  sajs  tnai 

Omxibcb  Co.  .         i    h  t  ^         9      T»  ia 

these  joint  stock  companies  shall  be  corporations  r     ii  » 

one  of  the  incidents  of  a  corporation  that  it  may  sue  and 

be  sued  in  the  corporate  name,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the 

suit  a  member  of  the  corporation  is  a  mere  stranger.    It 

would  make  strange  work  in  the  law  if  we  were  to  hold 

that  the  ordinary  incidents  of  a  corporation  did  not  attadi 

to  companies  incorporated  by  act  of  parliament. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


31. 


A  tesUtor 
haTiDg  bj  a 
ralid  contract 
agreed  to  sell 
a  freehold 
estate  for 
115,0001.,  and 
receired  a 
deposit  of 
IS.OOOL'm 
hb  lifetime, 
the  contract 
was  specifically 
performed  and 
the  remainder 
of  the  purchase 
money  paid  to 
his  executor 
after  his  death. 
— £r«itf,  that 
probate  duty 
was  not  pay. 
able  in  respect 
of  any  portion 
of  the  1 15,000^. 
as  part  of  the 
personal  esute 
of  the  testator. 


The  Attornbt  General  r.  John  Brunning. 

Information  to  obtain  payment  of  the  probate  duty 
payable  in  respect  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  W.  W.  Hope, 
deceased,  the  testator  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  question 
for  the  decision  of  the  Court  is  whether  the  purchase  money 
of  part  of  the  testator's  real  estate  which  was,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  subject  to  a  valid  binding  contract  for  sale,  made 
and  entered  into  by  him  in  his  lifetime,  but  not  carried  out 
and  completed  till  after  his  death,  is  liable  to  probate  duty. 

2.  The  testator  W.  W.  Hope,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1S51, 
made  his  wiil,  and  thereby  devised  and  bequeathed  all  hia 
real  and  personal  estate  to  V.  H.  Crosby,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators  and  assigns  absolutely,  and  appointed 
the  defendant  Brunning  the  sole  executor  thereof. 

3.  The  testator  died  in  January,  1855,  and  probate  of 
the  said  will  and  codicil  was,  in  June,  1855,  duly  granted 
out  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter-  . 
bury  to  the  defendant  Brunning,  who  thereupon  became 
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Attorney 
General 


the  sole  legal  personal  representative  of  the  testator,  and        1859. 
took  upon  himself  the  execution  of  his  will.  ' 

4.  On  the  4th  of  September,  1 854,  the  testator  had  entered 

Vm 

into  a  written  agreement  with  Mrs.  Honoria  Hungerford,  Bronhinq. 
as  the  guardian  of  Miss  C.  Thomhill,  for  the  sale  of  a  cer- 
tain part  of  his  real  estate  for  the  sum  of  115,000/.  This 
agreement  was  confirmed  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  was  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death  a  valid  subsisting 
agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  therein  comprised, 
which  he  was  liable  specifically  to  perform.  A  deposit  of 
15,000t  had,  prior  to  the  28th  of  December,  1854,  been 
actually  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  stakeholder  on  account  of 
the  purchase  money,  and  since  the  testator's  death  the  said 
agreement  has  been  specifically  performed  and  carried  into 
execution  by  the  persons  entitled  to  his  estate,  and  the 
whole  of  the  purchase  money  of  115,000/.  has  been  received 
by  the  defendant  as  the  executor  of  the  testators  will.  The 
testator  had,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  good  marketable 
title  to  the  real  estate  comprised  in  the  said  agreement,  and 
the  same  was,  after  his  death,  approved  of  by  the  Court  and 
accepted  on  behalf  of  the  purchaser. 

5.  The  estate  of  the  testator  in  respect  of  which  probate 
was  to  be  granted  was  sworn  by  the  defendant  to  be  under 
10,000^,  and  he  paid  the  probate  duty  in  respect  of  that 
sum  amounting  to  18021 ;  but  no  part  of  the  purchase 
money  or  sum  of  1 15,000/.  was  included  in  the  said  sum  of 
10,000/.  If  it  had  been  so  included,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  the  probate  duty  payable  on  the  testator's  estate 
would  have  amounted  and  did  in  fact  amount  to  the  sum 
of  1800/.,  so  that  after  giving  the  defendant  credit  for  the 
sum  of  180/.  actually  paid  by  him,  as  before  stated,  the 
sum  of  1620/.  still  remains  due  from  him  on  account  of 
such  duty,  &c. 

The  information  prayed  that  the  defendant  might  answer 
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declared  that  the  sum  of  115,000i  formed  part  of  the 
personal  estate  of  the  testator  and  was  liable  to  probate 
Brunning.  duty,  and  that  the  amount  payable  in  respect  of  such  duty 
might  be  ascertained  (if  necessary)  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court,  and  that  the  defendant  as  the  executor  of  the 
testator's  will  might  be  decreed  to  pay  such  duty  to  the 
Receiver  General  of  Inland  Revenue  on  behalf  of  her 
Majesty,  and  that  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  all  proper 
accounts,  &c.  might  be  taken  and  made,  the  Attorney 
General  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty  waiving  all  pains,  penal- 
ties, &c.,  and  for  further  relief,  &c. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  admitted  the  facts  charged 
in  the  information,  but  alleged  that  the  testator  s  title  to 
the  real  estate  comprised  in  the  agreement  was  after,  but 
not  before  his  death,  approved  by  the  Court  and  accepted 
on  behalf  of  the  infant  purchaser. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  A.  Hanson  argued  for  the 
Crown  (a), — A  person  who  has  contracted  to  sell  an  estate 
has  the  legal  ownership  of  the  land,  but  only  as  a  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money.  The  beneficial 
interest  in  the  land  passes  to  the  purchaser,  and  he  be- 
comes a  trustee  of  the  purchase  money  for  the  seller.  In 
Sugden's  Vend.  &  Purch.,  p.  146  (6),  it  is  said,  "  Equity 
looks  upon  things  agreed  to  be  done  as  actually  performed ; 
consequently,  when  a  contract  is  made  for  sale  of  an 
estate,  equity  considers  the  vendor  as  a  trustee  for  the 
purchaser  of  the  estate  sold,  and  the  purchaser  as  a  trustee 
of  the  purchase  money  for  the  vendor."  And  at  page  148, 
"  If  the  vendor  die  before  payment  of  the  purchase  money* 
it  will  go  to  his  executors  and  form  part  of  his  assets.*' 
The  question  is,  whether  such  purchase  money  due  to  the 

(a)  Jan.  20.     Before   Pollock,      and  Chantiell,  B. 
C.  B.,  Martin^  B.,   Watson,  B.,  (b)  13th  edition. 
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testator  is  part  of  his  estate  in  respect  of  which  probate  is 
granted.  It  is  a  credit  of  the  testator.  The  testator  having 
sold  the  estate,  two  forms  of  proceeding  to  recover  the 
purchase  money  are  open  to  his  representatives,  viz.,  an 
action  at  law  or  a  suit  for  the  specific  performance  of  the 
contract.  In  either  case  probate  would  be  essential  to 
constitute  a  title  to  sue,  and  therefore  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  shew  that  the  probate  duty  paid  was  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  value  of  the  property.  If  the  contract 
is  not  valid,  or  the  title  to  the  property  turns  out  to  be 
defective,  so  that  the  contract  cannot  be  enforced,  the 
liability  to  duty  does  not  arise.  Here,  however,  the  pur- 
chaser, would  have  had  no  defence  to  a  suit  by  the  vendor 
for  the  purchase  money.  \^Martinf  B. — Suppose  the  vendee 
had  refused  to  complete  the  purchase,  and  the  vendor 
had  sued  for  damages?]  Probate  duty  would  have  been 
payable  upon  anything  which  the  executor  might  have 
recovered  in  that  action.  The  right  of  action  is  part  of  the 
property  of  the  testator,  and  it  cannot  be  that  because  the 
personalty  may  be  of  more  or  less  value,  as  one  or  other 
remedy  is  adopted,  that  no  probate  duty  at  all  is  payable. 
The  vendor  had  a  right  to  compel  the  purchaser  to 
complete  the  contract.  In  Matson  v.  Swift  {a)  a  person 
had  conveyed  certain  lands,  to  trustees  upon  trusts  for  sale, 
and  after  payment  of  his  debts  to  hold  the  balance  in  trust 
for  himself,  his  executors  and  administrators,  as  part  of 
his  personal  estate,  without  any  equity  in  favour  of  his 
heir,  notwithstanding  that  the  estate  might  remain  uncon- 
verted at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  person  who  created 
the  trust  died,  no  sale  having  taken  place  in  his  lifetime.. 
The  Crown  claimed  probate  duty  upon  the  ground  that 
the  property  was  impressed  with  the  character  of  person- 
alty by  the  trust  for  sale.     It  was  answered  that  although, 

(a)  8  Beav.  368. 
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as  between  the  heir  at  law  and  the  executor,  the  heir  could 
in  no  case  clainiy  yet  it  did  not  follow  that  the  land  ever 
would  be  sold.     If  the  personal  representative   were  to 
pay  the  debts,  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  say :   '*  The  sale 
was  merely  a  mode  of  raising  money  to  pay  the   debts.. 
I  was  the  person  to  be  benefited.      The  Crown  cannot 
insist  that  the  land  shall  be  sold."    In  that  case  the  probate 
was  not  essential  to  give  a  title  to  the  property,  as  it  would 
have  been  to  enable  the  executor  to  recover  the  purchase 
money  here.     The  decision  hao,  however^  not  been  con- 
sidered   satisfactory.     It  may  be  argued  that,  supposing 
the  defendant  be  liable  to  pay  probate  duty  and  the  pur- 
chaser to  have  died  before  the  completion  of  the  pur- 
chase, double  duty  would  have  been  payable.     But  if  a 
<Iebtor  dies,  probate  is  taken  out  in  respect  of  the  whole  of 
his  personal  estate,  and  the  executor,  on  paying  the  debt8» 
may  afterwards  obtain  a  return  of  probate  duty:  55  Geo.  3, 
c.  184,  s.  40;  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  79,  s.  23  (a).     In  such  a  case 
duty  would  be  payable  by  both  parties  in  the  first  instance; 
but  on  payment  of  the  price  of  the  estate  the  purchaser's 
executor  would  have  been  entitled  to  get  back  the  duty 
paid   by  him.     So  that  unless   the  vendor  is  liable  both 
would  escape.      In  distance  v.  Bradthaw  (b)  one  of  two 
partners  died,  the  firm  being  possessed  of  a  considerable 
real  estate.    Now,  in  equity,  the  only  right  which  a  partner 
has  is  to  a  share  of  the  surplus  money.    If  land  forms  a  part 
of  the  assets  of  the  firm,  the  interest  of  a  partner  in  the 
land  is  of  the  same  nature.      Under  these  circumstances 
the  Crown  claimed  probate  duty  in  respect  of  the  value  of 
the  land.     But  the  Court  said  that,  though  the  land  was 
personal  estate  in  a  certain  sense,  yet  the  Crown  had  no 
right  to  say  that  the  land  should  be  turned  into  money; 
the  partners  might  choose  to  divide  it    In  the  present  case 
(a)  Sec  Trevor  on  Taxes  on  Succession,  p.  57.      (6)  4  Hare,  315. 
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the  price  of  the  estate  was  property  which  the  execator 
was  entitled  to  recover  by  virtue  of  the  probate.  Lord 
AbrngeTi  in  Piatt  v.  Routh  (a),  said,  "Probate  duty  is 
{^ranted  in  respect  of  such  part  only  of  the  assets  as  the  Brukiiino. 
executor  can  recover  by  virtue  of  the  probate.**  The 
money  belonged  to  the  executor,  and  in  equity  he  could 
have  recovered  it.  The  heir  at  law  would  only  have  been 
a  necessary  party  because  he  had  a  right  to  dispute  the 
validity  of  the  contract:  Roberts  v.  Marchant{b),  In  Cook 
V.  Gregson  {e)  it  was  held  that  the  equity  of  redemption 
on  a  mortgage  of  a  sum  of  money  charged  on  land  was 
legal  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  executor.  Vice  Chancellor 
EindersUg  pointed  out  that  "  the  general  principle  is,  that 
a  Court  of  law  would  treat  as  assets  every  item  of  property 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  executor  which  he  has  recovered, 
or  had  a  right  to  recover,  merely  virtute  officii^  i.  e.  which  he 
would  have  had  a  right  to  recover  if  the  testator  had  merely 
appointed  him  executor  without  saying  anything  about  his 
property  or  the  application  thereof  *  *  The  general  prin- 
ciple applies  to  an  equity  of  redemption  of  a  chattel  interest, 
whether  real  or  personal;  and  such  an  equity  Df  redemption 
would  be  legal  assets.*'  Applying  that  doctrine  to  the 
present  case,  this  debt  formed  part  of  the  legal  assets  of  the 
testator,  though  it  might  possibly  have  been  only  recover- 
able in  a  Court  of  equity,  because  it  came  to  his  bands 
tirtute  officii.  It  is  therefore  liable  to  duty.  In  Coates  v. 
Brown  (cf),  in  order  to  shew  that  the  deceased  possessed 
bona  notabilia,  the  Court  relied  on  the  fact  that  in  his  life- 
time he  had  bargained  and  sold  an  estate  to  one  Cooper, 
resident  without  the  jurisdiction  of  his  diocesan.  \^MaTtini  B. 
—In  that  case  there  seems  to  have  been  a  conveyance  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  testator.] 
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Phipson  and  Osier Jor  the  defendant — Tbeprinciples  apon 
which  this  case  must  be  decided  are  well  settled,  and  have 
been  distinctly  enunciated  in  various  cases  on  the  subject 
of  probate  dutj^  though  the  precise  point  in  this  case  has 
not  been  decided.     Probate  duty  is  payable  on  that  part 
only  of  a  testator's  property  which  the  Ordinary  would  have 
had  jurisdiction  to  distribute  in  pios  usus.     That  property 
is  personal  property,  viz.,  such  as  was  personalty  at   the 
time  of  the  testator's  death.     The  only  other  qualification 
of  the  proposition  is  that  it  must  lie  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Ordinary.     It  is  argued  that  where  a  testator  dies 
seised  in  fee  of  real  estate,  probate  duty  may  be  payable 
on  that  estate  as  part  of  his  personal  estate.     The  reason 
assigned  is  that  the  owner  having  impressed  on  the  pro- 
perty the  character  of  personalty,  the  Court  of  Chancery 
treats  it  as  such.     But  the  nature  of  the  property  is  not 
changed ;    the  real  meaning  of  the  doctrine  is  this,  that 
equity  imputes  a   trust   to   the  person   having   the   legal 
estate  in  the  property,  to  carry  out  the  declared  intention 
in   favour  of  the   persons  intended  to   be  benefited,  and 
none  other.      The  very  case  before  the   Court  was  put 
by  Lord  Langdale  in  Matson  v.  Stcift  (a).     That  case  is 
an  authority   that   where   a  testator  in    his  lifetime   has 
conveyed   property  in  trust  for  sale,  and  thereby  **  con- 
verted it  out  and  out,**  it  is  only  considered  as  converted 
for  the  purposes  declared,  and  not  for  fiscal  purposes.     It 
is  admitted  by  the  Crown  that  where  there  has  been  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  land,  not  carried  out  at  the  time  of  the 
decease  of  a  testator,  the  probate  duty  will  vary  according  to 
the  contingency  whether  the  purchase  is  completed  or  not. 
But  how  could  the  Ordinary  have  jurisdiction  to  distribute 
to  pious  uses  real  estate  which  may  be  personalty,  or  not, 
according  to  the  issue  of  a  doubtful  suit  as  to  whether  there 

(a)  8  Beav.  368  ;  see  p.  376. 
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is  a  good  coDtract,  or  a  good  marketable  title.  The  prin- 
ciple is,  that  the  duty  attaches  upon  that  only  which  is  in 
fact  personalty  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death,  and  not 
upon  that  which  is  in  fact  realty.  The  duty  is  paid  under 
the  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184,  schedule,  part  3.  The  38th  section 
of  the  same  statute  provides  that  no  ecclesiastical  Court 
shall  grant  probate  without  an  affidavit  that  the  estate  and 
effects  of  the  deceased,  in  respect  of  which  probate  is  to  be 
granted,  '*  are  under  the  value  therein  specified,**  in  order 
that  the  proper  and  full  stamp  duty  may  be  paid  on  such 
probate.  In  The  Attorney  General  v.  Hope  {a)  it  was  held 
that  probate  duty  was  not  payable  on  foreign  bonds.  Yet, 
to  enable  the  executor  to  recover  possession  of  the  bonds  in 
this  country,  it  might  have  been  necessary  to  obtain  probate 
here.  So  probate  may  be  necessary  as  evidence  to  enable 
an  executor  to  avail  himself  of  equitable  assets.  But  the 
probate  need  not  be  stamped  in  respect  of  the  value  of  such 
assets.  Suppose  in  the  present  case  the  vendee  had  died, 
must  the  115,000^  have  been  considered  as  land,  and  there* 
fore  not  subject  to  probate  duty  in  the  hands  of  his  executors? 
It  is  submitted  that  in  such  case  duty  must  have  been  paid 
on  the  115,000i!.,  and  the  executor  of  the  vendee  having 
paid  it,  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  recover  it  back. 
There  was  no  debt  due  to  the  testator *8  estate  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  there  having  been  no  actual  conveyance  of 
the  land:  Green  v.  Bicknell  {h)\  per  Parke^  B.,  Hallen  v. 
Bunder  (c).  The  Attorney  General  v.  Dimond  (d),  where  it 
was  held  that  probate  duty  was  not  payable  in  respect  of 
French  Rentes  belonging  to  a  testator  dying  in  this  country, 
though  administered  here,  establishes  that  the  probate  is 
granted,  not  in  respect  of  the  assets  generally,  but  in  respect 
of  such  part  of  them  as  were,  at  the  time  of  the  tcstator^s 
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death,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  spiritual  judge.  The 
Attorney  General  v.  Hope  {a)  is  to  the  same  effect  In 
Pearse  v.  Pearte  (b)  a  testator  domiciled  in  England  had  in 
the  hands  of  his  agents  in  India  certain  promisaory  notes  of 
the  East  India  Company^  payable  in  India.  The  directors 
came  to  a  resolution  that  the  holders  might  have  an  option, 
which  the  testator  exercised,  of  having  them  converted  into 
stock  and  paid  in  this  country.  The  conversion  was  not  com- 
pleted at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  Vice  Chancellor  held 
that  probate  duty  was  not  payable  because,  though  there 
was  no  doubt  of  the  testator's  intention,  there  was  no  debt 
due  to  him  which  could  have  been  sued  for  in  this  country. 
In  The  Attorney  General  v.  Bouwens  (c),  it  was  held  that 
probate  duty  was  payable  in  respect  of  foreign  bonds  trans- 
ferable by  delivery  here.  But  the  Court  afiirm  the -principle 
that  the  jurisdiction  to  grant  probate  ^'can  only  be  exercised 
in  respect  of  those  effects  which  he  (the  Ordinary)  would 
have  himself  to  administer  in  case  of  intestacy,  and  which 
must  therefore  have  been  so  situated  that  he  could  have 
disposed  of  them  in  pios  ustAsJ*  The  question  then  is,  had 
the  Ordinary  jurisdiction  ?  The  tests  are,  the  situs  and  the 
nature  of  the  property.  In  Piatt  v.  Routh  (d)  the  question 
was,  whether  probate  duty  was  payable  in  respect  of  a  fund 
over  which  the  testatrix  bad  a  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment, and  the  Court  decided  that  no  duty  was  payable  on 
the  probate,  because  the  Ordinary  never  could  under  any 
circumstances  have  had  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
property,  and,  whether  probate  was  granted  or  not,  the  ex- 
ecutor gud  executor  could  have  no  title  to  any  part  of  the 
property.  Custance  v.  Bradshaw  (e)  affirms  the  doctrine  of 
Matson  v.  Swift  (/).    Though  in  the  present  case  there  was 


(a)  1  C.  M.  &  R.  530. 

(b)  9  Sim.  430. 

(c)  4M.  &  W.  171. 


(rf)  6  M.  &  W.  756. 
le)  4  Hare,  315. 
if)  8  Beav.  368. 


HILARY  TERM,    2  2    VICT. 

an  actual  sale  in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator,  and  not  a 
mere  direction  to  sell,  the  parties  may  never  carry  out  the 
contract.  The  Crown  cannot  say  they  shall  not  release 
each  other.  In  Mules  v.  Jennings  (a\  where  the  question 
arose  on  the  Legacy  Duty  Act,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
pointed  out  that  it  would  be  an  extremely  inconvenient 
principle  to  introduce,  "that  the  decision  of  to-day  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  entitled  should  give  the  Crown 
legacy  duty ;  whereas,  if  he  changed  his  opinion  to-morrow^ 
the  Crown  would  have  no  such  right*'  In  order  to  entitle 
the  Crown  to  probate  duty,  it  is  not  enough  to  shew  that^ 
if  this  money  had  come  to  the  hands  of  the  executor,  it 
would  have  been  an  answer  to  a  plea  of  plene  administravit. 
The  right  of  the  vendor  to  the  purchase  money  is  not  a 
separate  chattel  interest,  so  as  to  fall  within  the  class  of  bona 
notabilia,  but  is  united  to  and  mixed  up  with  the  ownership 
of  the  land.  The  vendor  is  not  a  mere  trustee  for  the  pur- 
chaser. A  general  devise  of  land  in  trust  for  sale,  which 
would  not  pass  trust  estates,  will  pass  an  estate  which  the 
testator  has  contracted  to  sell  :  fVall  v.  Bright  (i).  In 
Piatt  V.  Rauth  (c)  it  is  said  to  be  clear  that  no  probate  duty 
is  payable  where  a  charge  on  land  is  created  by  the  owner 
of  the  fee  simple. 
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The  Solicitor  General^  in  reply. — It  is  not  denied  that  the 
test  is,  could  the  Ordinary  have  distributed  the  money  to 
pious  uses?  But  it  is  a  fallacy  to  suppose  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  shew  that  the  Ordinary  could  have  sued  for  the  debt 
When  the  property  vested  in  the  Ordinary,  neither  he  nor 
any  other  person  could  have  sued :  2  Inst.  398.  A  right 
of  action  to  the  personal  representatives  of  an  intestate  was 


(a)  8  Exch.  830.  {h)  1  Jac.  &  W.  494. 

(c)  6  M.  &  W.  756.  793. 
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given  for  the  first  time  by  31  Ed.  1,  stat  1,  c.  19.  [Martitis 
B. — Do  you  contend  that  at  common  law  the  death  of  a 
person  released  debts  due  to  him?].  If  he  died  intes- 
tate. Probate  duty  is  payable  in  respect  of  that  property 
of  which,  if  it  had  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Ordinary,  he 
could  have  said  that  it  was  personal  estate,  and  that  there- 
fore he  was  entitled  to  distribute  it  to  pious  uses.  If  the 
executor  finds  a  contract  which  is  prima  facie  valid  and 
enforceable,  if  he  intends  to  treat  it  as  a  contract,  and  thinks 
it  can  be  enforced,  he  is  bound  to  treat  it  as  part  of  the 
testator's  personal  estate,  and  pay  duty  upon  it  If  he  is 
wrong,  he  can  get  a  return  of  duty,  under  the  40th  section 
of  the  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184.  The  claim  of  the  Crown  does 
not  rest  on  the  ground  of  any  equitable  conversion  of  the 
land,  but  is  a  claim  to  duty  upon  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
it,  which  belongs  to  the  executor.  Therefore,  supposing 
Matson  v.  Swift  (a)  and  Custance  v.  Bradshaw  (b)  to  be 
rightly  decided,  this  case  is  distinguishable.  In  those 
cases  there  was  no  person  from  whom  money  was  claim- 
able at  the  death  of  the  testator.  [PoUocky  C.  B. — In 
the  present  case  the  money  was  clearly  not  due  at  law ; 
a  Court  of  common  law  could  have  done  nothing,  except 
perhaps  give  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  contract.]  The 
executor  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  a  spe- 
cific performance  in  a  Court  of  equity.  He  had  a  clear 
right  in  equity  to  the  money,  and  his  position  was  that  of 
a  mortgagee  having  a  debt  secured  upon  land.  The  real 
question  is,  in  what  character  does  the  executor  claim  the 
purchase  money  ?  Does  he  claim  as  the  person  represent- 
ing the  personal  estate,  or  as  the  person  designated  by 
the  will  to  take  ?  The  executor  claimed  because  the 
contract  of  the  testator  devolved  upon  him  as  executor: 


(a)  8  Beav.  368. 


{h)  4  Hare,  315. 
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therefore  the  right  of  suit  on  the  contract  was  within  the 

probate.     Tlie  Attorney  General  v.  Bouwens  (a)  shews  that 

if  a  testator  has  property  situate  in  this  country  in  the 

shape  of  contracts  which  cannot  be  sued  on  here,  yet  if    Brunnino. 

they  can  be  sold  and  transferred  by  delivery,  and  so  turned 

into  money  here,  probate  duty  must  be  paid  upon  them. 

Cur,  adv.  vult 


The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 


Martin,  B.— This  is  an  information  to  recover  probate 
duty.  The  testator  William  Hope,  by  a  valid  contract  in 
writing,  agreed  to  sell  a  freehold  estate  for  115,000/.  At 
the  time  of  the  contract  15,000/.  was  paid  as  a  deposit  into 
the  hands  of  a  stakeholder.  After  his  death  the  contract 
was  specifically  performed,  and  the  whole  purchase  money 
paid  to  the  defendant,  as  his  executor.  The  title  to  the 
estate  was  a  good  marketable  title,  and  was  accepted  on 
behalf  of  the  purchaser,  and  the  estate  was  lawfully  con- 
veyed to  her. 

llie  question  is,  whether  this  115,000/.  is  subject  to 
probate  duty,  and  it  depends  upon  the  true  construction  of 
the  statute  55  Geo.  3,c.  184,  schedule,  part  3.  The  statute 
imposes  an  ad  valorem  duty  upon  the  value  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  the  testator,  in  respect  of  which  the  probate 
is  granted;  and  by  the  38th  section  the  executor  is  to  make 
an  affidavit  of  the  value  of  the  estate  and  effects.  In  case 
of  testaments,  or  intestacy,  for  centuries,  until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Probate  Court,  the  jurisdiction  was  generally 
vested  in  the  bishops  of  the  diocese  where  the  goods  were 
situate,  usually  styled  the  Ordinary.  It  was  their  office,  or 
that  of  the  tribunals  belonging  to  them,  to  judge  of  the 
valiflity  of  wills,  and  to  grant  to  the  executor  probate  or 

(a)  4M.  &  W.  171. 
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1869.  authority  to  perform  the  directions  of  the  will.  The  juris- 
^^^Z^^  diction  arose  entirely  by  reason  of  the  goods  of  deceased 
General      persons  being  locally  situate  within  their  jurisdiction.     (See 

Vm 

Brunsiko.     Dyke  v.    Walford  (a),  Regina  v.  Commissioners  of  Stamps 
and  Taxes,  Re  OsteU{b).) 

Upon  strict  legal  considerations  there  is  no  doubt  that 
probate  could  not  be  granted  in  respect  of  freehold  land 
contracted  to  be  sold^  but  not  conveyed.  At  the  time  of 
the  death  of  the  testator  it  was  realty,  and  would  on  his 
death  vest  in  the  heir.  In  an  action  against  the  heir,  on 
the  obligation  of  his  ancestor,  the  estate  would  be  assets 
on  an  issue  otriens  per  descent  If  the  contract  was  broken 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator,  the  executor  might  bring 
an  action  for  damages.  If  broken  after  the  testator's  death 
the  executor  could  only  sue,  if  at  all,  for  the  damage  to  the 
personal  estate.  In  either  case  the  damages  might  be  merely 
nominal. 

A  Court  of  equity,  on  the  other  hand,  for  some  purposes, 
treats  the  realty  in  such  case  as  impressed  with  the  character 
of  personalty.  In  equity,  a  thing  agreed  to  be  done  is 
looked  upon  as  done,  and  Lord  St.  Leonards,  in  his  book 
on  Vendors  and  Purchasers,  chap.  4,  sect.  1,  paragraphs 
1,  7,  8,  says,  that  where  a  contract  is  made  for  sale  of  an 
estate,  equity  considers  the  vendor  as  a  trustee  for  the  pur- 
chaser, and  the  purchaser  as  a  trustee  of  the  purchase  money 
for  the  vendor.  The  death  of  the  vendor  before  the  con- 
veyance is  immaterial,  and  if  he  die  before  payment  of  the 
purchase  money  it  will  go  to  his  executors  and  form  part  of 
bis  assets. 

There  are  some  points  as  to  probate  duty  which  we  think 
clear. 

first.     The  property  to  be  valued,  in  order  to  fix  the 
amount  of  probate  duty  is,  not  the  value  of  all  the  assets 
(a)  5  Moo.  r.  C.  490.  (ft)  18  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  201. 
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which  the  executors  may  ultimately  administer,  by  virtue  of 
the  will,  but  the  value  of  such  part  only,  as,  at  the  death  of 
the  testator,  was,  before  the  late  alteration  in  the  law,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  spiritual  judge  by  whom  the  probate 
was  granted.  This  is  settled  by  The  Attorney  General  v. 
Dimond{a)y  and  The  Attorney  General  v.  Hope^  in  the  House 
of  Lords  (6).  Upon  this  principle  it  was  held,  in  the  former 
case,  that  French  Rentes,  and,  in  the  latter,  that  American 
United  States  Stock,  were  not  subject  to  probate  duty, 
being  locally  situate  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English 
Ordinary.  But  the  executor  is  the  owner  of  all  the  personal 
estate  of  the  testator,  and  the  probate  is  essential  to  authen- 
ticate and  prove  his  right. 

Secondly.  We  think  that,  to  entitle  the  Crown  to  pro- 
bate duty,  the  estate  or  effects  must  be  of  some  definite 
value.  This  arises  upon  the  construction  of  the  statute. 
They  must  be  above  the  value  of  20/.  to  be  liable  to  probate 
duty  at  all ;  and  there  may  be  many  choses  in  action,  in 
respect  of  which  the  probate  is  granted,  and  which  would 
have  belonged  to  the  Ordinary,  but  which  nevertheless  are, 
in  our  opinion,  not  subject  to  probate  duty,  because  they 
are  incapable  of  definite  valuation* 

Now,  assuming  that  the  contract  could  be  sued  upon  by 
the  executor  at  law,  and  that  this  was  his  only  remedy,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  its  value  would  not  be  subject  to  pro- 
bate duty. 

The  chose  in  action  of  damages  in  an  action  at  law,  for  a 
breach  of  such  a  contract,  might,  as  has  already  been 
observed,  be  of  merely  nominal  value,  and,  in  very  many 
cases,  would  really  be  so.  No  one  could  make  an  a£Sdavit 
of  the  value  of  such  a  species  of  property ;  it  is  a  thing 
incapable  of  valuation ;  a  conjecture  might  be  formed  as  to 
what  damages  a  jury  might  give,  but  it  would  be  mere 

(a)  1  C.  &  J.  3^6.  (b)  1  C.  M.  &  R.  530. 
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conjecture,  and  nothing  more.  It  might  as  well  be  con- 
tended that,  upon  the  death  of  a  husband  caused  by  alleged 
negligence,  the  widow,  when  taking  out  probate,  should 
include  in  her  valuation  the  damages  which  she  might 
hope  to  recover  in  an  action  against  the  party  causing  the 
death.  In  Moses  v.  Crofter  {a) y  Lord  Tenterden  held 
that  the  executor  need  not  even  include  bad  debts  in  the 
valuation. 

In  equity,  however,  the  executor  is  deemed  entitled  to 
the  purchase  money.  The  heir  is  bound  to  convey  the 
estate  in  [pursuance  of  the  contract  of  his  ancestor :  the 
vendee  is  bound  to  pay  the  purchase  money,  and  is  entitled 
to  a  conveyance  of  the  estate.  '^  When  an  estate  is  con- 
tracted to  be  sold,  it  is  in  equity  considered,  as  converted 
into,  personalty,  from  the  time  of  the  contract :"  Sugden*8 
Vendors,  ch.  4,  par.  39.  In  the  same  paragraph  this  is  called 
'^  a  notional  conversion,"  and  elsewhere  '^  a  conversion  out 
and  out«**  No  doubt  it  does  seem  extraordinary  that,  when 
an  executor  is  entitled  to  a  sum  of  money  in  solido  (the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  legal  debt),  when  the 
money  is  to  be  treated,  and  dealt  with  as  assets,  and  when 
in  order  to  recover  it  he  must  of  necessity  obtain  probate, 
that  nevertheless  this  money  is  not  estate  and  effects  of  the 
testator  in  respect  of  which  the  probate  is  granted.  But  it  is 
contended  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  that  this  is  so,  and 
the  authorities  relied  on  are  the  cases  of  Matson  v.  Swift  (6) 
and  Custance  v.  Bradshaw  (c).  In  Matson  v.  Swift  (i^)  A.  B. 
had  conveyed  a  freehold  estate  in  trust  to  sell,  and  raise 
money,  and  thereout  to  pay  certain  liabilities,  and  as  to  the 
residue  of  the  trust  money  so  to  be  raised,  to  pay  the  same 
unto  A.  B.,  his  executors,  &c.,  without  any  claim  of  equity 
therein,  by,  or  in  favour  of  his  heir,  or  real  representative, 

(d)  4  C.  &  r.  524.  (b)  8  Beav.  368. 

(c)  4  Hare,  315. 
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notwithstanding  that  the  estate  might  remain  unconverted 
at  the  time  of  his  death.     Before  any  part  of  the  estate 
was  sold,  A.  6.  died,  having  made  a  will,  and  appointed  an 
executor ;    it  was  afterwards  sold,  and  there  was  a  large 
residue  which  was  treated  as  personalty  in  the  administration 
of  the  assets.     The  Crown  claimed  probate  duty  in  respect 
of  this  residue.     Lord  Langdale  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  subject  to  it,  and  for  the  reason,  that  it  was  not  property 
to  which  the  Ordinary  would  have  been  entitled ;.  and  he 
puts  the  case  of  a  valid  contract  for  the  sale  of  land,  and  the 
death  of  the  vendor  before  the  conveyance,  as  an  instance 
to  illustrate  his  view.   His  judgment  in  substance  is  this: — 
That  Courts  of  equity,  in  saying  that  the  owner  has  im- 
pressed upon  real  estate  the  character  of  personalty,  or  has 
converted  *'  out  and  out,"  realty  into  personalty,  uses  mere 
figurative  language,  and  that  which  is  meant  is,  that  for 
purposes  plainly  contemplated  by  the  owner,  and  to  give 
effect  to  the  rights  he  expressly,  or  by  implication,  meant 
to  confer,  the  Court  will  declare,  or  impute  trusts,  and  in 
the  execution  of  them,  will  distribute  the  property,  as  if  it 
were  personalty:  that  Courts  of  equity  have  jurisdiction  to 
consider  the  person  in  whom  the  legal  estate  is  vested, 
whether  trustee  created  by  deed,  or  heir  at  law  by  descent, 
as  a  trustee  for  that  purpose,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose : 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between  an  actual  conver- 
sion and  that  which  in  equity  is  called  a  conversion  **  out 
and  out :"  that  the  latter  is  applicable  to  a  conversion  which 
the  Court  has  jurisdiction  to  make,  and  will  make,  only  by 
enforcing  equities  and  executing  trusts  which  it  declares  or 
imputes  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  inten- 
tion, expressed  or  implied,  of  the  owner  of  the  land :  that 
the  interest  of  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  his  death  existed 
in  the  form  of  an  equitable  interest  in  land  of  inheritance, 
and  not  in  the  form  of  personal  estate,  and  that  the  actual 
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|i;59^  coQTersioQ  noc  harii^  be«n  made  nndl  afkor  the  tesUtor's 
^^^^^  death*  the  Crown  was  not  entitled  to  anT  benefit  fioin  it. 
Gk^v&ai.  Appiring  theroha  deridemdi  of  thb  jodgmeiit*  to  the  present 
ca$e«it  isentirelTin  Gitoot  of  the  defendant.  Thepofchase 
iDOoeT  is  no  debt  at  law.  The  Ordinarr  woold  have  had  no 
interest  in  it :  it  ts  a  mere  equitable  right,  and  is  a  tmst  fi^ 
the  partks  whom  the  testator  intended  it  Should  benefit. 
No  tnet  w«  erer  incended  to  be  crenicd  fcr  die  Ciown ; 
acid  aixocdins  to  the  case  no  sodh  tnst  will  be  inpoled  at 
impEed.  If  th»  TJew  be  conect.  dbe  prinnple  of  Tkt  Ah 
^frmer  Gmermt  ▼.  KatatmL  mai  TV  ^tfiwiji  Geacysf  t. 
Ufpf  dSrectlj  appCesy  and  escdb&fas  ihtf  pvobaae  dntj  is 
noc  pajabJe. 

T!tie  case  of  Outaatcr  r.  Aha&bv  is  to  Ae  saaae  effect. 


au:  9c?  *a  triiSrrg  r^rtsecs&ip 

Tbe  \lce  Chaacei&HrV  Hxttrneafi  waa^  thti^  m^  koe  ns  the 

TeeOcui  aroecest  reofettxxff  nesoeti  in  die  ■■  irinir.  his  riseht  to 

:3e  cvnveniott  v.^''  ic  ihOL*  ^^ecsvnmtr  s  jn  ei^nifiihla  najhl^  in 

respect  <jf  whtca  :i^cV5aiHrrbai  iia^maMKOia:  and  that 

aitrtufi^tt  :aoi9e  woe  cuitat  vmcer  dlae 

3ui:e  :ne  pfvpertj^  wbii  jnv  dhacacter  u  aavl&BPe 

9poa  X  3bs  will  aoc  ^iter  oie  ?w  3aa»  iif 

-U  JC  3ie  voonmc  jt  Iids  Jaadi^  tiir  iscai  jin  ji—it      Tha 

r<esuit  3h>nmm  aeein&  ^  '^e..  'iiac  w  ineoasc  of 

:ijr  'a  s  cuttcram  7«  m-  sistacur  iir  'iiw  saia  ji 

fuott^n  ui  3moa&e  iun*. 

3uc  'Jienr   »  4  n*s4  %  Jicu  seems^  :u  'js-  o^inisi 
«s^  ooe  ;jurcT2ae«  3i%ni«*v  ^f  ^  -nMooiu  ^ssttue  ctmixacteiK 
^rttt,  Jut  juf  ^jn«e«is^  Jt  uie  ieaia  x  Jiw  :escaam 
;!*^itautfr  JHKis^ '     J  t  X  e$a  ««ecs  :i 
aw :     c  s^  buie  :u  jje  ^eucs  jt  :m^  testaair  or  :ha  ^3etanntaa 
aw  CowRS  Mai  mntM   lav^  ,M«a    is^aMc  .u 
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tion  of  the  Ordinary.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  be      ^"'^''^^ 

"  Attobnkt 

equitable  assets,  it  is  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  General 
of  eqiiitj  alone ;  neither  the  common  law  Courts  nor  the  Bbunming. 
spiritual  Courts  ever  had  any  control  oTer  it.  And  then, 
according  to  The  Attorney  Getieral  y.  Hope  (a),  it  is  not 
subject  to  probate  duty.  Now  it  is  settled  law  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  real  property  are  equitable,  and 
not  legal,  assets:  Williams  on  Executors,  1322,  Barker  y. 
May  (b).  In  our  opinion,  therefore,  the  defendant  is  enti- 
tled to  our  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 

(a)  I  C.  M.  &  B.  530.  (b)  9  B.  &  C.  489. 


Webb  v.  Ross.  /«.  2I. 

Declaration.— For  that  before  tWs  suit  the  de.  In  trespass  for 

breaking  and 

fendant  broke  and  entered  a  certain  outhouse  and  premises  entering  the 

plaintia  8 

of  the  plaintiff  situate  at  Wordsley,  in  the  county  of  Staf-  premises,  the 
ford,  to  wit,  a  stable  of  the  plaintiff,  and  broke  and  injured  pleaded  a  jiuti. 
the  door  and  locks,  and  other  portions  of  the  same,  and  g^hMiwrimt* 
took  and  carried  away  therefrom  and  converted  to  his  own  ^^^^a.* 
use  a  certain  horse  of  the  plaintiff's.  S?"£'y/*'  . 

'^  ^  ^  Stafford.     At 

Plea  (inter  alia). — As  to  the  breaking  and  entering  of  the  trial,  the 

defendant  gave 

the  said  outhouse  and  premises,  and  breaking  and  injuring  in  evidence  a 

search  warrant 

the  doors  and  locks,  and  the  said  other  portions  of  the  granted  bj  a 
same,  the  defendant  saith  that  before  and  at  the  time  when,  boroogh  of  ^ 
&c,  a  certain  horse  of  the  defendant,  of  great  value,  to  wit,  ^^  I^ting^w 
of  the  value  of  50Z.,  the  property  of  the  defendant,  had  been  ^^^J^^^^^"" 
and  was  feloniously  stolen,  taken  and  carried  away ;  and  Jas^'c*  o^  ^e 
the  defendant,  having  good  and  probable  cause  of  suspicion,  ford  .-^HiUd, 
and  suspecting  that  the  said  horse  was  then  concealed  in  dence  did  not 

support  the 

the  said  outhouse  and  premises  of  the  plaintiff,  went  and  plea. 
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appeared  before  a  justice  of  ihe  peace  for  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  charged  and  alleged  before  and  to  the  said 
justice,  that  his,  the  defendant^  sud  horse  had,  by  some 
person  or  persons  unknown,  been  feloniously  stolen ;  and 
that  he,  the  defendant,  had,  as  the  fact  was,  probable  cause 
to  suspect  and  did  suspect,  that  the  said  horse  was  con- 
cealed in  the  sdd  outhouse  and  pfemises ;  and  thereupon 
the  said  justice  made  and  granted  his  warrant  under  hb 
hand  and  seal,  thereby  authoriiing  and  requiring  a  certain 
constable  to  whom  the  said  warrant  was  directed,  with 
necessary  assistance,  to  enter  as  directed  by  the  said  warrant 
into  the  said  outhouse  and  premises  of  the  plaintiff,  there 
to  search  for  the  said  horse,  and  if  the  same  should  be 
found  in  the  said  search,  to  bring  it  and  the  body  of  tlie 
pluntiff  before  the  said  justice;  and  thereupon  the  said 
outhouse  and  premises  were  entered  and  searched  by  the 
said  constable,  in  all  respects  confonnaUy  to  law  and  the 
directions  of  the  sadd  warrant,  and  the  defendant  and  others 
as  his  assistants ;  and  becaose  at  the  said  time  when,  &&, 
in  the  said  count  of  the  declaration  mentioned,  the  outo* 
door  of  the  said  outhouse  and  premises  in  which,  &c.,  beii^ 
the  door  in  the  said  count  mentioned,  was  fiistened  and 
stopi^  by  and  wiih  the  said  locks  and  said  other  portions 
of  the  said  premises^  and  the  plaintiff  haTing  been  first 
|>caccably  and  quietly  requested  so  to  do  by  the  said  con* 
stable^  then  refuaed  to  unfaaen  the  same,  and  thai  hindered, 
ol^ructc>d  and  pnrrtntcd  the  said  constable  fiom  entering 
inio  the  said  oiithvMxse  and  premises  in  which,  &c.  for  the 
puqv^i^  afivrcsaki  ^>  that  without  fordx^  and  breaking  open 
(ho  said  outer  door«  locks  and  other  portions  of  the  said  pce- 
n>i:^(^  the  sakl  <\MYs;aStc  conld  not  at  the  said  time  whra, 
jlo,  ont^'r  into  ttx"  said  outhouse  and  promises  for  the  pur- 
fv^iso  a9\^ivMid«  thoTon^n^  the  said  oonsuible  at  the  aaid  time 
whfM)^  ^^  and  the  dcVniiant  in  his  aid  and  bT  his  com- 
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mand  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  under  and  by  virtue  of       1859. 
the  said  warrant  necessarily  and  unavoidably  committed  the        y^^^^ 
trespasses  herein  attempted  to  be  justified,  doing  no  unne-         .^v^ 
cessai^  damage  to  the  plainti£P  on  the  occasion  aforesaid  as 
they  lawfully  might  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  which  are  the 
said  several  alleged  trespasses  in  the  introductory  part  of 
the  plea  mentioned,  and  whereof  the  plaintiff  hath  above 
in  his  said  declaration  complained  against  the  defendant. — 
Issue  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Byks,  J.,  at  the  last  Stafford  Assizes, 
the  defendant,  in  support  of  the  above  plea,  gave  in  evi- 
dence the  following  warrant : — 

"  Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  1  To   the   constable  of  the 
County  of  Stafford.  }    borough  of  Wolverhamp- 

ton, in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

**  Whereas  it  appears  to  me,  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  borough,  by  the  information 
on  oath  of  Thomas  Ross,  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  in  the 
said  county,  that  the  following  goods,  his  property,  viz.  a 
horse,  have,  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown,  within 
one  month  last  past,  been  feloniously  stolen,  taken  and 
carried  away  out  of  a  field,  at  the  borough  aforesaid,  in  the 
said  county,  and  that  he  hath  just  cause  to  suspect,  and 
doth  suspect,  that  the  said  horse  is  concealed  in  the  dwel- 
ling or  outhouse  of  Samuel  Webb. 

^^  These  are  therefore  in  her  Majesty's  name  to  authorize 
and  require  you  with  necessary  and  proper  assistants  to 
enter  in  the  daytime  into  the  said  dwelling-house  and  out- 
house of  the  said  Samuel  Webb,  situate  at  Wordsley,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  and  there  diligently  to  search  for  the 
said  horse ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  found  upon  such 
search,  that  you  bring  the  horse  so  found,  and  also  the  body 
of  the  said  Samuel  Webb,  before  me  or  some  other  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  borough,  to  be  disposed  and  dealt 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  I  EXCH. 
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1859.        with  according  to  law.     Herein  fail  not.     Given  under  my 
^■^^^      hand  and  seal  this  8th  day  of  Feb.  1858. 
jjj;^  **  Henry  Walker  (l.  s.y 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Walker,  who  granted  the  warrant, 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton and  also  for  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  that  Wordsley 
was  within  seven  miles  of  the  borough.  It  was  objected 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  warrant  did  not  support 
the  plea.  The  learned  Judge  was  of  that  opinion  and 
directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to  the 
defendant  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  him. 

Huddlestoriy  in  last  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  accordingly ;  against  which 

Kettle  and  Pliipson  now  shewed  cause. — The  plea  alleges 
that  the  warrant  was  granted  by  a  justice  of  the  county  of 
Stafford,  whereas  the  person  who  granted  it,  though  a  justice 
of  that  county,  was  also  a  justice  of  the  borough  of  Wolver- 
hampton, and  in  granting  the  warrant  acted  as  such.  The 
averment  that  the  act  was  done  in  the  one  capacity  is  not 
supported  by  evidence  that  it  was  done  in  the  other.  Sup- 
pose the  warrant  had  ordered  the  defendant  to  bring  the 
plaintiff  before  a  borough  justice,  and  he  had  taken  him 
before  a  county  justice,  could  he  have  justified  under  that 
warrant  ?     This  is  a  fatal  variance. 

Huddlestmiy  in  support  of  the  rule. — By  the  101st  section 
of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  5  &  6  Wm.  4,  c.  76,  a 
warrant  issued  by  a  justice  of  any  borough  may  be  executed 
within  any  county  in  which  the  borough  is  situated.  There- 
fore this  warrant,  though  issued  by  a  justice  acting  for  the 
borough,  has  the  same  effect  as  if  issued  by  a  county  justice. 
Then,  the  justice  who  granted  it  being  also  a  county  justice, 
the  allegations  in  the  plea  were  in  substance  proved.  When 
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a  justice  is  merely  acting  miDisterially,  he  need  not  be 
described  in  the  warrant     In  Burn's  Justice,  tit  **  Com- 
mitment for  Safe  Custody,"  s.  iv.,  the  law  is  thus  stated: — 
"  It  b  said  that  not  only  the  name  but  the  office  and  the 
authority  of  the  magistrate  ought  to  be  shewn  on  the  face 
of  the  warrant ;  this  in  strictness  is  not  absolutely  necessary, 
for  his  authority  may  be  supplied  by  parol  evidence."    The 
law  is  stated  in  similar  terms  in  2  Hale's  P.  C.  122.    Lam- 
bard's  Eirenarcha,  p.  87,  88,  is  to  the  same  effect     In  Rex 
V.  Goodhall(a)  the  Court  said: — "  We  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  not  necessary  that  an  authority  to  commit  should  appear 
in  a  warrant  of  commitment.     In  the  case  of  Elderton  and 
Others^  6  Mod.  75,  it  is  laid  down  by  Holt,  C.  J.,  that  it 
need  not  appear  in  a  warrant  of  commitment  that  the  person 
who  issued  the  warrant  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.     In  the 
case  of  Bex  v.  Talbot,  Mich.  4  G.  2,  the  authority  of  what 
is  laid  down  by  Holt,  C.  J.,  in  the  case  of  Elderton  and 
Others,  was  recognised ;  and  the  following  distinction,  which 
is  in  our  opinion  a  very  sensible  one,  was  taken,  namely, 
that  in  a  conviction  an  authority  to  convict  must  appear, 
because  convicting  is  a  judicial  act ;  but  that  an  authority 
to  commit  need  not  appear  in  a  warrant  of  commitment, 
because  the  issuing  of  such  a  wanant  is  a  ministerial  act" 
[Martin,  6. — A  search  warrant  is  partly  a  ministerial  and 
partly  a  judicial  act :  a  warrant  of  commitment  purports  to 
be  an  act  done  after  the  justice  has  exercised  his  judicial 
consideration.     But,  however  that  may  be,  here  there  is 
clearly  a  variance.     It  is  an  old  rule  of  pleading  that  where 
an  act  is  to  be  done  by  a  particular  person  in  a  particular 
way,  and  it  is  stated  to  have  been  done  with  greater  parti- 
cularity tbanwas  necessary,  it  must  nevertheless  be  proved 
as  alleged.     This  case  is  the  same  as  if  an  act  was  alleged 
to  have  been  done  in  this  Court  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 

(a)  Say.  129. 
I  2 


116 


EXCHEQUER    REPORTS. 

1859.        whereas  it  was  in  fact  done  by  him  at  his  house  and  as  a 
"^^     '       private  individual.] 


V. 

Ross. 


Per  Curiam  (a). — The  defendant  may  have  leave  to 
amend  the  plea  on  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  trial  and 
of  this  application  within  a  week  ;  and  then  there  may  be 
a  new  trial,  otherwise  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

No  amendment  having  been  made. 

Rule  discharged. 

(a)  PoUocky  C.  B.,  Martin,  B.,  WatsoUy  B.,  and  ChanneU,  R. 


Jai,.  26.  Bkllhouse  and  Another  v.  Mellor  and  Another. 

Proudman  and  Another  v.  Meldor  and  Another. 

rp 

On  the  16th        X  HE  first  of  the  above  actions  was  commenced  on  the 

the  defendants,  ^th  of  June  last  to  recover  249/.  8^.  Sd.  due  on  a  bill  of 

traders^filed  in  exchange.     On  the  16th  of  June  the  defendants,  who  were 

BankrT'tc**^  traders,  filed  a  petition  for  arrangement  in  the  Court  of 

■  petition  for  Bankruptcy  for  the  Manchester  district,  in  the  form  eiven 

arrangement,  r    ./  o 

praying  that      in  Schedule  A  a  of  "  The  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation 

their  persons 

and  property      Act,  1849,"  praying  that  their  persons  and  property  might 

might  be  pro- 
tected from  all    be  protected  from  all  process  until  further  order.     On  the 

process  until  it/-*  •     •  j  j        /        /• 

further  order.     Same   day  the  Commissioner  made   an   order  (so  far  as 

On  the  same  .     •   i\         r  ii 

day  a  Commis-  niaterial)  as  follows  :— 

Mo^eTwhlch        **  Whereas  a  petition  for  arrangement  was,  on  the  16th 

after  reciting 

the  petition  ^nd  prayer  for  protection  until  farther  order,  proceeded — '*  I  hereby  grant  such 
protection,  and  order  that  the  persons  and  property  of  the  petitioners  be  protected  from  procesi 
until  the  29th  of  July  next,**  and  the  Commissioners  also  thereby  appointed  a  meeting  on  the  29th 
July  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  for  the  creditors  to  assent  to  or  dissent  from  the  proposed  arranffo- 
ment.  About  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  29th  July,  the  plaintiffs  took  in  execution 
the  defendants'  goods  under  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  On  the  drd  of  August  the  defendants  were  adjudi- 
cated bankrupts. 

Held:  First,  that  the  order  was  valid  within  the  211th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Codso- 
lidation  Act,  1849,  which  enables  the  Court  to  grant  protection  **  until  further  order  "  and  to 
renew  the  same  from  time  to  time. 

Secondly,  that  the  protection  extended  to  the  whole  ef  the  29th  July. 

Thirdly,  that  the  order  being  valid  the  assignees  under  the  bankruptcy  were  entitled  to  the 
procccdai  of  the  execution. 
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day  of  June,'  1858,  duly  presented  and  filed  in  this  Hon-        1859. 
onrable  Court  by  Gconre  Mellor  and  James  Terras,  both     J"^"^*^^ 

•^  °  '  Bellhouse 

of  Ardwick,  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  joiners,  builders,  »• 

and  contractors,  trading  in  copartnership,  under  the  style 
and  firm  of  Mellor,  Son  &  Terras,  stating  that  the  said 
petitioners  were  traders  unable  to  meet  their  engagements 
with  their  creditors,  and  desirous  of  laying  the  state  of  their 
affairs  before  them  under  the  superintendence  and  control 
of  this  Honourable  Court,  and  of  submitting  themselves  to 
the  jurisdiction  thereof  under  the  provisions  of  The  Bank, 
nipt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849 ;  and  setting  forth  the 
cause  of  their  inability  to  meet  their  engagements  with 
their  creditors,  and  praying  that  their  persons  and  property 
may  be  protected  from  all  process  until  further  order,  I 
hereby  grant  such  protection,  and  order  that  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  said  George  Mellor  and  James  Terras 
be  protected  fi'om  all  process  from  the  date  hereof  until  the 
29th  day  of  July  next.  And  I  do  hereby  appoint  a  private 
sitting  to  be  held  in  this  Court  on  the  said  29th  day  of 
July  next  at  twelve  of  the  clock  at  noon,  at  which  sitting 
the  creditors  of  the  said  George  Mellor  and  James  Terras 
are  to  prove  their  debts,  and  assent  to  or  dissent  from  the 
proposal  of  the  said  George  Mellor  and  James  Terras  for 
the  future  payment  or  the  compromise  of  their  debts  and 
engagements  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Act." 

The  plaintiffs  issued  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.,  upon  a  judgment 
obtained  by  them  in  the  action,  under  which  the  defend- 
ants* goods  were  taken  in  execution  about  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  of  the  29th  day  of  July.  Thereupon  the  de- 
fendants took  out  a  summons  calling  on  the  plaintiffs  to  shew 
cause  why  the  execution  should  not  be  set  aside,  on  the 
ground  that  the  persons  and  property  of  the  defendants 
were  protected  from  all  process  by  the  order  of  the  Court 


I'. 
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of  Bankruptcy.  On  the  2nd  of  August  this  summons  was 
heard  before  Erle^  J.,  who  ordered  that  the  goods  be  sold 
and  the  proceeds  paid  into  Courts  less  the  sheriflTs  pound- 
age, and  that  the  question  be  referred  to  the  Court  On 
the  3rd  of  August  the  defendants  were  adjudicated  bank- 
rupt, upon  a  declaration  of  insolvency  filed  by  them  on 
the  3l8t  of  July;  and  assignees  were  appointed  under  the 
bankruptcy. 

Manisty,  in  last  Michaelmas  Term  (Nov.  4),  obtained  a 
rule  calling  on  the  plaintiffs  to  shew  cause  why  the  execu- 
tion should  not  be  set  aside,  and  why  the  sum  of  247/.  Ss,  8d,, 
paid  into  Court  by  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire,  pursuant  to 
the  order  o{  JErle,  J.,  should  not  be  paid  to  the  defendants' 
assignees ;  and  why  the  plaintiffs  should  not  pay  to  the 
defendants  the  costs  of  the  summons,  heard  before  JErle,  J., 
and  of  this  application,  and  why  the  plaintifis  should  not 
pay  the  amount  of  the  sheriff's  poundage. 

Mantague  Smith  and  Mellish  shewed  cause  in  the  same 
Term  (Nov.  23). — The  question  is  whether  the  order  of  the 
Commissioner  operated  to  protect  the  goods  of  the  defend- 
ants against  the  plaintiffs'  execution.  It  is  submitted  that 
the  order  is  void  both  on  principle  and  authority.  First, 
the  order  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  211th  section  of 
The  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  since  it  does 
not  grant  protection  until  further  order^  but  until  a  day 
certain.  That  section  provides,  "That  any  such  trader 
unable  to  meet  his  engagements  with  his  creditors  and 
desirous  of  laying  the  state  of  his  affairs  bcfure  them,  under 
the  superintendence  and  control  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and  of  submitting  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
Court  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  may  present 
petition  to  the  Court,  setting  forth  the  true  cause  of  su 
inability,  and  praying  that  his  person  and  property  may 
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protected  from  all  process  until  Jurther  order ;   and  the 

Court  on  such  petition  shall  have  power  to  grant  such 

protection,  and  may  renew  the  same  from  time  to  time,  as      ,,  >'• 

"^  Mellos. 

it  shall  think  fit,"  &c.     The  212th  section  requires  "  That 
every  such  petition  shall  be  in  the  form  contained  in  Sche- 
dule A.  to  the  Act  annexed."    The  prayer  in  that  form 
Taries  from  the  language  of  the  21Ith  section,  and  merely 
says  *'  Your  petitioner  therefore  prays  that  his  person  and 
property  may  be  protected  from  all  process.**    This  order 
lecites  the  petition,  which  prays  that  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  defendants  may  be  protected  until  further  order, 
but  grants  an  •absolute  protection  until  the  29th  July  next. 
If  such   an   order  be   valid,  the   most   mischievous   con- 
feequences  might  ensue ;  for  the  creditor  would  be   pre- 
Tented  from  taking  any  proceedings  until  after  the  day 
named,  and  the  debtor  might  in  the  meantime  make  away 
with  his  property.     For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Court 
to  revoke  the  order,  the  Act  gives  the  power  to  make  it 
^  until  further  order."    In  Ex  parte  Botoers  (a),  it  was  held 
that  an  order  granting  protection  until  a  certain  day  was 
irregular,  and  afforded  no  protection  against  a  summons 
under  the  78th  section  of  the  Act     Knight  Bruce,  L.  J., 
there  said : — *'  Such  an  order  may  or  may  not  be  a  nullity. 
Upon  that  I  give  no  opinion  except  this,  that  if  it  is  a 
nullity  there  is  an  end  of  all  question.     But,  assuming  it 
not  to  be  a  nullity,  I  apprehend  it  still  to  be  irregular; 
mnd  I  apprehend  that  where  a  person  proceeds  ex  parte  to 
obtain  an  order  for  his  own  benefit,  to  the  prejudice  in 
a  certain  sense  of  his  creditors,  and  in  the  absence  of  those 
creditors,  he  is  bound  to  obtain  an  order  strictly  correct  and 
regular,  and  if  he  does  not  he  must  abide  the  consequences." 
Lord  Cranwarth,  L.  J.,  said,  that  "  had  it  not  been  for  the 
form  (A  a.)  in  the  schedule  to  the  statute  there  could  have 

(a)  1  De  Gex,  M*N.  &  G.  460. 
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1869.       been  no  doubt  of  the  irregularity  of  the  order.**    The  form 

^"^^^^^^^      of  order  for  protection  (a)  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners 

"•  grants  the  protection  until  a  day  certain  "  or  until  further 

iilKLIjOK* 

order."  This  is  a  statutory  power  and  must  be  strictly 
pursued.  The  223rd  section  only  provides  that  in  certain 
events  the  petition  shall  be  dismissed;  it  does  not  enable 
the  Commissioner  to  suspend  the  order. — Secondly,  assam- 
ing  the  order  to  be  good,  it  afforded  no  protection  at  the 
time  the  execution  was  levied.  The  protection  was  until 
the  29th  July,  that  is  during  the  whole  of  the  28th  and 
exclusive  of  the  29th ;  therefore,  the  protection  having 
expired  at  the  time  of  the  levy,  the  execution  is  good. 

Manisty,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  form  of  this  order 
is  different  from  that  in  Ex  parte  Bowers.  This  order 
recites  the  petition,  which  prays  that  the  person  and  pro- 
perty of  the  petitioner  may  be  protected  from  all  procen 
"  until  further  order."  The  order  for  protection  then  pro- 
ceeds :  •"  I  hereby  grant  such  protection  and  order  that  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  petitioners  be  protected  from 
process  until  the  29th  July  next*'  If  the  order,  so  far  as  it 
pn)fesscs  to  grant  protection  until  a  certain  day,  is  a  nuUi^, 
then  it  becomes  a  protection  according  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  viz.  until  further  order.  Ex  parte  Bowers  is  no 
nuthority  for  the  plaintifis.  There  the  question  was  whether 
an  order  for  protection  was  operative  so  as  to  prevent  an 
adjudication  of  bankruptcy  under  the  78th  section ;  and  all 
that  the  Court  decided  was  that,  the  order  being  irregular, 
the  adjudication  was  good.  As  to  the  alleged  mischief  which 
might  ensue  from  such  an  order,  the  same  objection  would 
apply  to  an  order  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sionoi^.  There  is,  however,  in  the  Act  abundant  provision, 
agniust  such  consequences.  Under  the  213th  section,  the 
(ri)  Sholfonrs  Kulos  in  Rank.  29;  Arch.  Bank.  Law,  p.  243. 
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Court  may  at  any  moment  direct  that  the  estate  of  the 
petitioner  shall  be  possessed  and  received  by  the  official 
assignee,  or  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  messenger  of  the  »• 

ri  T>  •  Mbllor. 

Court.     By  section  223,  the  Court  has  power  to  adjudge 
the   petitioner  bankrupt  if   he   is  guilty  of  misconduct. 
[Ckannell^  B.,  referred  to  Ex  parte  Dales  (a).]     By  the 
211th  section,  the  Court  may  renew  the  order  from  time  to 
time,  and  for   that  purpose  it  is  more  convenient  that  a 
fixed  day  should  be  named,  upon  which  it  would  expire, 
than  that  at  some  indefinite  time  an  application  should 
be  made  to  renew  it.     At  all  events  the  order  is  not  a 
nullity  but  merely  irregular. — Then   as   to   the  question 
whether  the  word  '*  until ''  means  inclusive  or  exclusive  of 
the  29th  of  July.    The  principle  to  be  derived  from  all  the 
authorities  is,  that  the  subject-matter  must  be  regarded. 
An  order  which  gives  until  a  certain  day  to  do  an  Act, 
includes  that  day.     Under  the  5  Geo.  2,  c.  30,  s.  5,  a  bank- 
rupt was  protected  from  arrest  during  the  forty-two  days 
within  which  he  was  bound  to  surrender,  and  that  was 
construed  to  include  the  whole  of  the  forty-second  day : 
J!x  parte  Donlevy{b).     So,  if  the  time  fpr  the  bankrupt's 
examination  was  enlarged,  he  was   protected  from  arrest 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  day  of  examination :  Simpson* s 
Cas€(c).     [PoHockf  C  B.— Where  proceedings  are  stayed 
until  the  fifth  day  of  term  the  order  expires  upon  the  fifth. 
WatsoUy  B. — All  the  authorities  on  this  subject  were  re- 
viewed by  Lord  Ellenborough  in  his  learned  judgment  in 
Rex  V.  Stevens  (rf).] 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

(a)  2  De  Gex  &  J.  206.  (c)  Buck.  424. 

{h)  7  Ves.  316  a.  (d)  5  East,  244. 
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1859. 
Bbllhou8«  Proudman  V.  Mellor  and  Another. 

9. 

Mellob.  The  fact^  of  this  case  were  similar  to  those  of  the  pre- 

ceding case. 

,  LtuA  and  Digby  Seymour  shewed  cause. — (They  used 
arguments  in  substance  the  same  as  those  urged  in  the 
previous  case). — At  all  events  the  assignees  are  not  entitled 
to  have  the  money  paid  over  to  them.  Their  right  depends 
on  the  validity  of  the  adjudication  in  bankruptcy,  and  the 
plaintiffs  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  trying  that  question 
by  an  action.  If  the  bankruptcy  is  invalid  the  bankrupt  is 
not  entitled  to  the  money,  for  the  order  protects  his  pro- 
perty, not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors.  — They  referred  to  Allcard  v.  Wesson  (a)  and 
Letois  V.  CoUard  {b), 

Manistyy  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  ground  of  the 
application  is,  that  the  plain tifis  in  levying  execution  com- 
mitted a  wrongful  act,  and  if  they  were  permitted  to  contest 
the  validity  of  the  bankruptcy  in  an  action,  it  would  be 
allowing  them  to  take  advantage  of  their  own  wrong.  The 
levy  was  an  abuse  of  the  process  of  the  Court,  and  the 
proper  remedy  is  by  application  to  the  Court 

Cur,  adv.  vvlt 


The  judgment  of  the  Court  in  the  above  cases  was  now 
delivered  by 

Watson,  B. — In  each  of  these  cases  a  rule  had  been 
obtained  calling  on  the  respective  plaintiffs  to  shew  cause 
(a)  7  Exch.  753.     In  error,  8  Exch.  260.         (/>)  14  C.  B.  208. 
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why  the  executions  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  the  sum 
paid  into  Court  by  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire  under  these 
writs  should  not  be  paid  out  to  the  assignees  of  the  de- 
fendants (who  had  become  bankrupts),  with  the  costs  of 
an  order  made  by  Erhy  J.,  and  of  this  application  and  the 
sheriff's  poundage.  In  last  term  Mr.  Montague  Smith  and 
Mr.  Mettish  shewed  cause  in  the  first  case,  Mr.  Lush  and 
Mr.  Digby  Seymour  in  the  second  case :  Mr.  Manisty  was 
heard  in  support  of  both  rules. 

It  appeared  that  a  petition  for  arrangement  was  filed  by 
the  defendants  at  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  at  Manchester 
on  the  16th  June,  1858,  containing  all  the  necessary  requi- 
sites, and  praying  that  their  persons  and  property  might 
be  protected  from  all  process  until  further  order.  Thereupon 
by  an  order  of  the  Commissioner,  dated  the  same  16th  day 
of  June,  1858,  after  reciting  at  length  the  petition  and  the 
prayer  ^^ for  protection  until  further  orrfer,"  proceeded:  "/ 
hereby  grant  such  protection^  and  order  that  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  petitioners  be  protected  from  process  until  the 
29th  July  next  ;**  and  the  Court  also  thereby  appointed  a 
meeting  on  the  29th  July,  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  credi- 
tors to  assent  or  dissent  from  such  proposed  arrangement. 

The  plaintiffs  respectively  issued  writs  of  fi.  fa.  against 
the  defendants'  goods,  which  were  executed  by  seizure  at 
11  A.M.  on  the  29th  July.  Subsequently  an  order  was 
made  by  JErle,  J.,  that  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire  should  pay 
into  Court  the  proceeds  of  the  levy  to  abide  the  order  of 
the  Court.  Proceedings  in  bankruptcy  were  taken  against 
the  defendants,  under  which  assignees  were  appointed. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  first,  that 
the  order  for  protection  was  void  as  not  being  in  compliance 
with  the  provision  of  s.  211  of  the  Bankrupt  Act,  12  &  13 
Vict.  c.  106,  and  consequently  they  had  a  right  to  issue 
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execution  notwithstanding  the  above  order  for  protection. 
That  section  provides  that  on  a  petition  like  the  present  the 
Court  "  shall  have  power  to  grant  such  protection  (viz.  till 
further  order)  and  may  renew  the  same  from  time  to  time 
as  it  shall  think  fit ;"  and  it  was  contended  that  this  order 
was  for  protection  for  a  time  certain,  viz.,  till  the  29th  July, 
whereas  it  ought  to  be  for  protection  until  further  order; 
and,  as  the  period  was  limited,  the  order  was  void.  The  case 
of  Ex  parte  Bowers  (a)  was  cited,  where  a  somewhat  similar 
question  arose  before  the  Lords  Justices.  There  it  was 
held  too  doubtful  for  the  Court  to  set  aside  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy  taken  on  the  assumption  that  the  order  was 
void ;  the  Lords  Justices  intimating  that  the  order,  if  not 
void,  was  irregular  and  questionable.  No  doubt  there  is 
some  difficulty  in  the  proper  construction  of  the  statute,  for 
it  empowers  the  Bankruptcy  Court  to  give  protection  tilt 
further  order.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  time  can  be 
enlarged  from  time  to  time  unless  some  time  be  given  for 
the  time  to  expire.  We  think  that  this  order  is  good,  for  it 
grants  such  protection  as  prayed,  that  is  till  further  order, 
and  also  until  the  29th  July ;  and  this  will  satisfy  the  power 
given  by  the  Act,  and  distinguishes  the  case  from  Ex  parte 
Bowers,  Indeed  this  seems  to  be  the  only  mode  in  which 
the  Act  can  be  complied  with ;  and  the  order  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  form  possessed  by  the  Commissioners:  See 
Shelford's  Bankruptcy,  pp.  423.  59L 

The  plaintiffs  contended,  secondly,  that  the  writ  and 
execution  under  it  were  good,  as  the  protection  was  given 
"untir  the  29th  July,  which  expired  on  the  28th  July, 
and  consequently  it  was  executed  after  the  protection  had 
expired.  The  word  "w^ftY"  is  ambiguous,  and  may  be  con- 
strued either  inclusive  or  exclusive  of  the  day  mentioned, 

(a)  1  De  Gex,  IVrN.  &  G.  460. 


HILARY   TERM,    22    VICT. 


[125 


according  to  the  subject-matter  and  the  true  intent  of  the 
document  in  which  it  is  used.  (See  Rex  v.  Stevens,  5 
East).  In  this  order  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  includes 
the  whole  of  the  29th  of  July,  for  it  appoints  twelve  o'clock 
of  that  day  as  the  day  of  meeting  of  the  creditors  and  the 
petitioners,  and  no  doubt  the  Court  intended  that  until 
after  meeting  the  protection  should  extend.  For  these 
reasons,  we  think  the  executions  were  in  contravention  of 
the  order  of  protection. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Court  should  not  make  this 
order,  as  the  bankruptcy  might  be  void  and  the  plaintiffs 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  contest  its  validity  in  an 
action.  We  think  that  this  is  no  objection  to  the  rule,  for, 
whether  the  bankruptcy  be  bad  or  good,  the  plaintiffs  cannot 
be  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  execution.  For  if  the 
bankruptcy  be  good  the  assignees  are  entitled,  and  if  set 
aside  the  defendants  would  have  a  right  to  this  money  ;  and, 
as  there  is  no  suggestion  that  the  bankruptcy  is  invalid, 
we  must  enforce  the  rights  of  assignees  by  rule,  and  the 
rules  in  the  term  prayed  must  be  absolute. 

Rules  absolute. 


1859. 


Bellhouse 

V. 

Mellob. 
Proudman 

V. 

Mbllob. 


HOLBERT   V,    StARKET. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  of  debt  in  which  the  plaintiff  had 
recovered  24L  for  debt  and  14i  \Ss.  for  costs.  The  plaintiff 
agreed  with  the  defendant  that  on  his  paying  51.  down,  and 
5/.  on  the  first  of  every  month  from  the  1st  of  October, 
1858,  no  execution  should  be  put  in  force  until  some  de- 
amount  dne  ander  the  jadgment  to  18/.  IQM.—Held,  that,  notwithstanding  the  7 
t.  57,  the  defendant  might  be  taken  in  execution  to  satisfy  such  sum. 


Jan.  19. 


Afterjudff. 
ment  had  been 
recovered  for 
a  debt  exceed- 
ing 20/.,  the 
defendant  paid 
certain  instaU 
ments  to  the 
plaintiflT,  which 
reduced  the 
&  8  Vict.  c.  96, 


Stabket. 
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1859.        ^^"^^  ^°  such  payment.     Id  pursuance  of  the  agreement 
^^^ — '       the  defendant   paid   to  the   plaintiff  several  instalments, 

HOLBERT 

V,  amounting  to  20/.,  but  failed  to  make  the  payment  due  on 

the  1st  of  January,  1859.  The  defendant  was  then  arrested 
on  a  ca.  sa.  to  satisfy  the  sum  of  18/.  18^.9  being  the  balance 
remaining  due  on  the  judgment. 

C  JF.  Pollock  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
the  defendant  should  not  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody 
of  the  sheriff.— The  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  96,  s.  57,  enacts  that 
^'from  and  after  the  passing  of  that  Act  no  person  shall  be 
taken  or  charged  in  execution  upon  any  judgment,  &c  in 
any  action  wherein  the  sum  recovered  shall  not  exceed 
20/.,  exclusive  of  the  costs  recovered  by  such  judgment.*' 
The  substantial  intention  was  that  no  [>erson  should  be 
taken  in  execution  for  a  debt  under  20/. — He  referred  to 
Johnson  v.  Harris  (a). 

Pollock,  C.  B. — There  will  be  no  rule.  The  statute 
does  not  apply  where  judgment  has  been  recovered  for  a 
debt  exceeding  20/.,  which  is  afterwards  reduced  by  pay- 
ments or  otherwise  to  a  sum  below  20/. 

Martin,  B.,  Watson,  B.,  and  Channell,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused  (A). 

(a)  15  C.  B.  357.  (b)  See  West  v.  Farlar,  28  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  81. 
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The  Blackpool  Local  Board  of  Health  v,   Bennett.   -^a".  21. 

Same  v.  Kenyon. 

X  HE  above  were  cases  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  By  an  order 
of  Exchequer  under  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43.     The  first  of  the  entire'area, 
these  cases  was  in  substance  as  follows : —  parte  of  places 

Blackpool  is  a  watering  place  in  the  township  of  Layton  ^Jh?" the 
with  Warbrick  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  t^e^ownshi**^ 

By  order  in  council,  made  23rd  October,  1851,  **  The  of  L.  were 

constituted  a 

Public  Health  Act,  1848,"  except  section  50  thereof,  was  •' district,"  for 
applied  to  the  entire  area,  places,  and  parts  of  places  com-  **  The  Pil^lic 
prised  within  the  boundaries  of  the  township  of  Layton  i848."  The 
with  Warbrick,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster ;  and  such  area,  improvement 
places,  and  parts  of  places  were  constituted  a  district  for  the  9.*4Vem-' 
purposes  of  "  The  Public  Health  Act,  1848."  ?^[  Bol^ 

On  the  15th  December,  1851,  the  nine  persons  appointed  *'«>ni  time  to 

time  to  make 

members  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  of  the  said  district  bye-Iaws  for 
held  their  first  meeting.     On  the  14th  of  June,  1853,  the  purposes) 
Blackpool   Improvement   Act  became   law.     The   Public  conduct  of 
Health  Act,  1848,  and  the  Town  Police  Clauses  Act  were  b^ack„'j7j/ 
incorporated  therewith.     In  October,  1853,  at  a  meeting  of  &^^®^*n^"*^*' 
the  above  named  Local  Board,  certain  bye-laws  were  made  withmthedis- 

•^  tnct,  and  for 

fixing  the 
stands  of  such  hackney  carriages  and  animals.  The  Local  Board  made  the  following  bye-law  :•« 
**  That  the  several  places  in  the  district  where  painted  boards  shall  from  time  to  time  be  placed 
by  the  said  Local  Board  to  distinguish  them  as  stands,  shall  be  the  stands  for  such  number  of 
carriages,  horses,  asses  and  mules,  &c.,  as  shall  be  mentioned  on  such  boards  ;  and  no  driver  of 
any  such  carriage,  6(C.,  shall  place  the  same  on  any  other  than  some  one  of  such  stands,  or  shall 
pfyfor  hire  in  any  of  the  streete  or  places  within  the  said  district  (except  on  one  of  such  stands) 
under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  40«.  A  licenced  driver  was  convicted  of  **  plying  for  hire*'  oflTa 
stand.  On  appeal,  the  justices  stated  that  it  was  proved  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  appellant 
was  driving  a  licensed  carriage  on  the  beach  within  the  district :  that  he  got  off  and  spoke  to 
some  people  and  took  them  up,  having  then  passed  a  stand. 

Held: — First,  that  the  bye-law  was  valid,  although  it  did  not  on  the  face  of  it  specify  the 
exact  localities  where  the  stands  were  to  be. 

Secondly That  the  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark  was  within  the  district. 

Thirdly That  the  appellant  was  properly  convicted  of  **  plying  for  hire"  off  a  stand. 

On  appeal,  under  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43,  the  respondent  is  entitled  to  begin. 
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and  passed  under  the  seal  of  the  Local  Board  and  signed 
by  five  members  of  the  Board ;  and  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month  were  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
following  are  the  5th  and  7th  of  the  said  bye-laws : — 

"  Fifth. — That  the  several  places  in  the  district,  where 
painted  boards  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  placed  by  the 
said  Local  Board  of  Health  to  distinguish  them  as  stands, 
shall  be  the  stands  for  such  number  of  carriages,  sedan 
chairs,  horses,  asses  and  mules,  as  shall  be  mentioned  on 
such  boards;  and  no  driver  of,  or  person  attending,  any 
such  carriage,  sedan  chair,  horse,  ass  or  mule,  shall  place 
the  same  on  any  other  than  some  one  of  such  stands;  or 
shall  take  his  station  on  any  stand  already  occupied  by  the 
number  assigned  to  such  stand;  or  shall  ply  for  hire  in 
any  of  the  streets,  lanes,  or  places  within  the  said  district 
(except  on  one  of  such  stands,  or  in  the  railway  station), 
under  the  penalty  for  every  such  offence  of  any  sum  not 
exceeding  40«." 

"  Seventh. — That  the  driver  of  any  such  carriage  or 
animal,  or  attendant  on  any  sedan  chair,  having  set  down  a 
fare,  shall  forthwith  take  his  place  upon  the  next  unoc- 
cupied stand  to  the  place  where  he  has  so  set  down,  on 
penalty  of  forfeiting  any  sum  not  exceeding  40^." 

In  pursuance  of  the  fifth  bye-law,  several  stands  have 
been  appointed  within  the  district,  by  the  Local  Board  of 
Health. 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1858,  at  the  Petty  Sessions 
at  Blackpool  aforesaid,  Thomas  Bennett  appeared  before 
us,  the  said  justices,  in  obedience  to,  and  to  take  his  trial  on 
a  summons  charging  him  with  a  violation  of  the  said  bye- 
laws;  and  at  the  hearing  of  the  said  summons,  it  was 
proved,  to  our  satisfaction,  that  on  the  27  th  day  of  May  last, 
the  said  Thomas  Bennett,  being  a  licensed  driver,  was 
driving  a  licensed  carriage  on  the  South  Beach  within  the 
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district :  be  got  off  the  carriage  and  spoke  to  some  people : 
he  took  them  up.  A  witness  spoke  to  him  and  told  him  he 
was  doing  wrong.  It  was  near  Duke*s  Hotel  within  the 
district:  he  had  then  passed  the  stand  (being  a  stand 
within  the  district)  about  a  hundred  yards.  The  defence 
of  the  said  Thomas  Bennett  was  that  he  did  not  ply  for 
hire,  but  was  asked  to  be  engaged,  and  that  he  did  not  get 
off  the  carriage  until  the  gentleman  had  engaged  him  :  he 
admitted  having  passed  the  said  stand  before  he  took  up 
the  said  fare.  The  defendant  also  contended  that  he  had 
a  right  to  pass  a  stand  and  then  take  up  a  fare,  and  that  we, 
the  said  justices,  had  no  jurisdiction ;  and  that  the  said  bye- 
laws  were  contrary  to  law  and  not  biuding ;  and  that  passing 
a  stand  and  taking  up  a  fare  were  not  offences.  That  he 
had  a  right  to  do  what  was  proved,  and  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  any  offence.  We  considered  that  the  facts  of  the 
driver  having  passed  a  stand  and  taken  up  a  fare,  were 
folly  proved,  and  we  convicted  him  in  a  penalty  of  58.  and 
costs.  The  grounds  of  our  determination  were,  that  the 
said  bye-laws  were  valid;  that  the  said  Thomas  Bennett 
did  not,  as  required  by  the  bye-laws,  take  his  place  upon  the 
unoccupied  stand  which  he  had  passed;  and  that  having 
solicited  for  and  taken  up  his  fare  at  a  place  not  a  stand  or 
railway  station,  the  said  Thomas  Bennett  had  been  guilty  of 
a  violation  of  the  5th  and  7th  bye-laws. 

Afilwardy  for  the  respondents,  claimed  the  right  to  begin. 
— He  stated  that  the  practice  adopted  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  was  that  the  party  in  support  of  the  convic- 
tion began. 

Wheeler^  for  the  appellants,  admitted  that  such  was  the 
practice  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  but  this  Court  had 
Uud  down  that  in  cases  of  appeal  the  appellant  had  a  right 
tob^in. 

VOL.  IV.— N.  8.    .  K  EXCH. 
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Per  Curiam. — We  will  follow  the  rule  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench. 

Milwardy  for  the  respondents  (Jan.  19). — The  first  ques- 
tion is  whether  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the 
magistrates  in  convicting  the  appellant  The  case  states 
that  it  was  proved  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  appellant 
had  passed  a  stand  and  taken  up  a  fare,  under  circum- 
stances which  amounted  to  a  "plying  for  hire."  By  the 
17th  section  of  "The  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1853,** 
(16  &  17  Vict.  c.  xxix.),  "  the  Local  Board  may  from  time 
to  time  license  to  ply  for  hire  within  the  limits  of  that  Act, 
and  on  the  beach  or  coasts  adjoining  or  near  thereto,  such 
number  of  hackney  coaches  or  carriages  of  any  description, 
pleasure  boats,  &c.,  horses,  asses  and  mules,  as  the  Local 
Board  think  fit." 

By  section  48,  the  Local  Board  may  from  time  to  time, 
make  bye-laws  for  (amongst  other  purposes)  "regulating 
the  conduct  of  the  proprietors  and  drivers  respectively  of 
hackney  carriages,  &c.,  plying  within  the  district."  AIso» 
"for  fixing  the  stands  of  such  hackney  carriages."  The 
25th  section  shews  that  "plying  for  hire"  may  be,  not  by 
word  of  mouth  only  but  by  acts.  It  provides  that  **  if  any 
person  be  found  driving,  standing  or  plying  for  hire  with 
any  carriage,  &c.,"  within  the  district  for  which  a  license 
has  not  been  obtained  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty. — 
Secondly,  it  will  be  argued  that  the  bye-law  is  bad,  because 
it  does  not  fix  the  stands  for  the  carriages.  But  that  is 
not  so.  Under  the  115th  section  of  "The  Public  Health 
Act,  1848,"  (11  &  12  Vict.  c.  63),  the  bye-laws  made 
by  the  Local  Board  have  no  force  or  eflTect  unless  con- 
firmed by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State ;  and  a  month's 
notice  must  be  given  of  the  intention  to  apply  for  their 
confirmation.  The  legislature  could  never  have  intended 
that  every  time  the  slightest  change  was  made  in  the  situa- 
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tion  of  the  stands,  the  Local  Board  should  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  Stale  for  his  confirmation. 

Wheelevy  for  the  appellant — The  magistrates  should  have 
set  out  the  evidence  before  them,  so  that  the  Court  might 
judge  whether  the  circumstances  amounted  to  a  "plying 
for  hire."  [fVatson,  B. — The  power  given  by  the  6th  section 
of  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43  is  to  determine  questions  of  law.] 
Upon  the  facts  stated  there  was  no  "plying  for  hire." 
[Martiny  B. — There  is  strong  evidence  of  "plying  for 
hire."]  The  driver  could  not  refuse  to  take  the  fare.  The 
33rd  section  of  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1853,  im- 
poses a  penalty  on  "any  driver  of  a  hackney  carriage 
standing  at  any  of  the  stands  for  hackney  carriages 
appointed  by  the  Local  Board,  or  in  any  street,  who  refuses 
or  neglects,  without  reasonable  excuse,  to  drive  such  car- 
riage to  any  place  within  the  district  or  the  distance  to  be 
appointed  by  the  bye-laws  of  the  Local  Board."  [Jfarftn, 
B. — There  is  nothing  inconsistent  in  a  man  driving  along 
a  street  who  shall  be  bound  to  take  up  a  fare  if  requested, 
but  he  shall  not  "  ply  for  hire."]  The  terra  "  ply  for  hire  " 
is  used  in  the  18th  bye-law  which  provides  that  no  owner 
or  driver  "  shall  take  his  station  on  any  stand,  nor  shall 
ply  for  hire  on  Sundays ;  provided  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prevent  such  owner  or  driver  from  plying  for 
hire  on  Sundays,  when  engaged  or  sent  for  from  their  own 
respective  yards,  coach-houses,  or  stables."  At  all  events 
the  bye-law  is  bad.  By  the  48th  section  of  the  Blackpool 
Improvement  Act,  1853,  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  the 
Local  Board  may  make  bye-laws,  is  for  fixing  the  stands  of 
hackney  carriages.  The  fifth  bye-law  provides,  that  the 
several  places  in  the  district  where  painted  boards  shall 
from  time  to  timti  be  placed  by  the  Local  Board,  to  distin- 
guish them  as  stands,  shall  be  the  stands  for  such  number 
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of  carriages  ob  shall  be  mentioned  on  the  booida.  Bat 
hye-Iaw  ought  to  6z  the  stands.  The  Local  Board  ha: 
aulbority  from  time  to  time  to  fix  staDds  by  merely  put 
up  boards.  By  the  115tb  section  of  The  Public  He 
Act,  1848,  a  month's  notice  uf  intention  to  apply  for  ( 
firmalion  of  a  bye-law  must  be  given,  so  that,  if  the  sli 
fixed  by  a  hye-law  are  not  for  the  public  convenience, 
party  may  oppose  ils  confinnatioo.  But  if  the  Local  B< 
can  6x  stands  without  a  hye-law,  that  provision  w( 
become  nugatory.  The  bye-law,  being  bad  in  part,  is 
for  the  whole:  Com.  Dig.  "Bye-Law"  (C.  7). 

MUtoard,  in  reply. — Assuming  that  the  hye-law  is  bai 
part,  it  is  not  therefore  altogether  void.  But  the  bye-la 
good.  By  the  48tb  section  of  the  Blackpool  Improveo 
Act,  1853,  the  Local  Board  may  from  time  to  time  n 
bye-laws,  not  *' fixing," but  "for  fixing"  the  stand.  ' 
case  fiuds  that  boards  were  put  up  in  pursuance  of  the  1 
law.  The  bye-law  may  be  read  as  in  separate  parts,  ai 
the  former  part  be  bad,  the  latter  will  stand. 

The  Court  expressed  a  wish  to  hear  the  following  ■ 
before  delivering  judgment. 


Thb  Blackpool  Local  Board  op  Health  v.  Keit 
Blackpool  is  a  watering  place  in  the  township  of  La; 
with  Warbrick,  in  the  coun^  of  Lancaster;  and  is  hour 
on  the  side  in  question  in  thb  case  by  the  Irish  Sea. 

Between  mean  high  and  low  water  mark  is  about 
yards.  At  high  water,  during  spring  tides,  the  sea  m 
the  sea-wall  railed  the  Hulking;  and  at  neap  tides 
proaches  to  within  from  40  to  50  yards  of  the  foot  of 
said  Hulking. 
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The  communicatioD  from  the  road  above  the  Hulking  to 
the  beach  sands  is  by  roads  called  Slades^  from  200  to  300 
jards  apart  from  each  other. 

(The  case  then  stated  the  order  in  council,  as  in  the 
foregoing  case  (a).) 

On  the  15th  day  of  December,  1851,  the  nine  persons 
appointed  members  of  the  said  Local  Board  of  Heath  for 
the  said  district  held  their  first  meeting. 

(The  case  then  stated,  as  in  the  foregoing  case,  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  &c.,  the  making 
of  bye-laws,  and  it  set  out  the  fifth  bye-law  (A).   ) 

In  pursuance  of  this  fifth  bye-law,  seven  stands  between 
high  and  low  water  mark  have  for  the  last  two  years  been 
appointed  by  the  Local  Board  as  stands  on  the  beach  sands, 
containing  altogether  standing  for  one  hundred  and  forty 
asses ;  and  the  total  number  of  licensed  asses  in  the  district 
is  104. 

These  stands  are  indicated  by  numbered  boards,  having 
painted  on  each  the  number  of  asses  allowed  to  ply  at  each 
stand. 

On  the  11th  day  of  June,  1858,  at  the  Petty  Sessions  at 
Bradford,  Margaret  Kenyon  appeared  before  us,  the  said 
justices,  in  obedience  to  and  to  take  her  trial  on  a  summons 
charging  her  with  a  violation  of  the  said  bye-laws.  And 
at  the  hearing  of  the  said  summons,  it  was  proved  to  our 
satisfaction  that  on  the  28th  day  of  May  last  the  said  Mar- 
garet Kenyon  was  on  the  said  sands  between  high  and  low 
water  mark,  and  was  then  and  there  the  person  attending 
certain  licensed  asses  and  plying  for  hire  at  a  place  between 
twenty  and  thirty  yards  from  the  Hulking  and  about  the 
same  distance  fix>m  the  nearest  of  the  said  stands,  and  that 
such  place  was  not  one  of  the  stands  aforesaid  nor  a  railway 
station. 

(c)  Ante,  p.  127.  (b)  P.  128. 
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The  defence  bj  the  sud  Mmrgprei  Kenjoo  was,  the 
chum  that  she  bad  a  right  to  do  what  was  proved;  and  that 
we,  the  said  justices,  had  no  joriadictioo ;  that  she  was  not 
guilty  of  any  o^ence.  We  did  not  consider  the  said  defence 
to  be  sufficient,  and  we  conrictcd  her  in  the  penalty  of  five 
yhillings  and  costs. 


JiilKard,  for  the  respondents^ — ^The  place  in  question  was 
within  the  district  coostitiiled  by  the^order  in  coanciL  The 
preamble  of  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1853,  leates 
the  order  in  council  constituting  the  places  mentioned  a  **  dis- 
trict.'' The  9th  section  provides  that  the  ^  Act  shall  be  put 
in  fiirce  within  the  district  established  by  the  recited  order  in 
counciL*^  The  I7th  «ction  empowers  the  Local  Board  to 
license  to  ply  for  hire,  within  the  limits  of  that  Ac^  and  on 
the  beadi  or  coasts  adjoining  or  near  thereto,  such  number 
of  hackoey  coaches  or  carria^^es  of  any  description,  pleasure 
boatsy  &C.,  horses,  asses  and  mules,  &c.  as  the  Local  Board 
think  fit.  The  4Sth  section  enables  the  Local  Board  to 
make  bTe-4aws  for  re^ulatio^  the  conduct  of  the  drivers  of 
hackoey  carriages,  animals,  &C.,  or  pleasure  boats  ^  plying 
within  the  district,**  that  ts^  the  district  over  which  their 
jurisdiction  as  to  licensing  extends,  viz.  the  limits  of  the 
Act,  and  the  beach  or  coasts  adjoining  or  near  thereta 
The  8 1st  section  empowers  the  Local  Board  to  license  any 
person  to  carry  away  graTcL  stotie,  sand  or  ml  finom  the 
beach  or  shore  at  BLickroot.  The  Soth  section  provides 
for  the  repair  of  sea^walb  or  embankments.  These  provi- 
sioGS  recognise  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Board  over 
the  beach.  The  21<t  bye4aw  regulates  bathiuj^  There  is 
no  reasoQ  why  the  jurisdiction  of  Local  Boards  should  not 
extend  to  the  beach,  which  is  frequented  during  a  great 
part  of  the  day.  Besides  it  might  be  necessary  for  them  to 
make  drains.     Iq  common  acceptation  *^  the  district  ^  will 
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include  the  space  between  high  and  low  water  mark. — He 
also  relied  on  his  argument  in  the  former  case  as  to  the 
yaliditj  of  the  bye-law. 

Wheeler^  for  the  appellant — Assuming  the  bye-law  to  be 
▼alid,  it  does  not  apply  to  the  sands  between  high  and  low 
water  mark.  When  the  term  ^'  district "  is  used  in  the 
Blackpool  Improvement  Act  it  means  the  area,  places  and 
parts  of  places  comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
township  of  Layton.  That  appears  from  the  preamble  of 
the  Act  which  recites  the  order  in  council^  and  the  3rd 
section,  which  provides  that  the  ^''  Act  shall  be  in  force 
within  the  district  established  by  the  recited  order  in 
coiinciL''  By  section  4,  the  limits  of  the  Act  with  respect 
to  hackney  carriages,  pleasure  boats,  bathing  machines, 
sedan  chairs,  horses,  asses,  and  mules  comprise  **  that  dis- 
trict."  In  the  description  of  the  township  of  Layton  the 
beach  is  not  mentioned,  but  where  it  is  intended  to  be 
included  it  is  expressly  named.  Thus  the  17th  section 
uaes  the  words  *'  within  the  limits  of  this  Act,  and  on  the 
beach  or  coasts  adjoining  or  near  thereto,*'  treating  the 
beach  and  coasts  as  separate  and  distinct  from  the  places 
within  the  limits  of  the  Act  By  the  48th  section  the 
power  to  make  bye-laws  is  limited  to  purposes  ^^  within  the 
district."  [Pdlock^  C.  B. — Suppose  an  offence  is  committed 
on  the  beach  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  is  the 
offender  to  go  unpunished  ?]  Regina  v.  Mtisson  (a)  decided 
that  if  parish  officers  claim  a  right  to  rate  a  person  for 
occapying  the  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water 
mark,  the  onus  lies  upon  them  to  prove  that  it  is  within 
the  parish,  and  in  the  absence  of  evidence  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  land  is  extra-parochial.  [Milward  referred 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  word  '< district"  in  the  11  &  12 

(a)  27  L.  J.  Mag.  Cas.  100. 
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Vict,  c  63,  8.  2]. — He  also  aigned  that  the  bye-law  was 
bad 

MUward  replied. 

Martix,  B.  (a). — We  are  all  agreed  that  the  only  qucs- 
tioD  upon  which  there  is  any  doubt  is,  whether  the  fifth 
bye-law  is  valid.  If  we  were  to  apply  to  the  Act  under 
which  these  cases  are  stated  the  construction  contended  for 
by  Mr.  fVheekry  we  would  in  a  great  measure  do  away  with 
its  benefit  The  Act  is  one  of  the  most  useful  which  has 
passed  in  modern  times.  These  cases  are  stated  by  non- 
professional men,  and  we  ought  not  to  examine  them  as 
closely  as  if  they  were  special  verdicts,  but  construe  liberally 
the  matters  stated  in  them.  Reading  them  in  that  view,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  was  evidence  of  a  '^  p^yii^  ^or 
hire."  With  respect  to  the  question  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  bye-law,  we  will  take  time  to  consider. 


Watson,  6. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  statute 
which  gives  us  jurisdiction  requires  that  two  things  should 
be  set  forth  by  the  case,  viz.  the  facts  and  the  grounds  of 
determination.  The  facts  are,  that  the  appellant,  a  licensed 
driver,  not  being  on  a  stand,  got  off  the  carriage  he  was 
driving  and  spoke  to  some  people  and  took  them  up.  The 
magistrates  say  that  the  grounds  of  their  determination  were 
that  the  bye-law  was  valid,  and  that  the  appellant  did  not 
take  bis  place  upon  the  unoccupied  stand  which  he  had 
passed,  but  solicited  for  and  took  up  bis  fare  at  a  place  not 
a  stand  or  railway  station.  We  must  look  at  the  substance 
of  the  case,  and  in  substance  it  is  correctly  stated.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  the  Blackpool  Im- 
provement  Act  contemplated   the  beach  as  part   of  the 

(a)  Pollock,  C.  B.,  had  left  the  Court 
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district  The  object  was  to  legislate  for  a  rapidly  increasing 
place,  and  stringent  regulations  were  required,  otherwise  it 
would  not  be  a  place  of  pleasure  but  a  nuisance.  As  to 
whether  the  bje-law  is  valid,  we  will  take  time  to  consider. 


Cbannell,  B.,  concurred. 


Cur,  adv,  vult 
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The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 


Watson,  B. — We  delivered  an  opinion  on  all  the  points 
of  these  cases,  except  on  the  point  respecting  the  validity 
of  the  fifth  bye-law  made  under  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  xxiz., 
"  The  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1853."  The  provision 
in  that  Act,  under  which  the  bye-law  was  made,  is  as 
follows: — "The  Local  Board  may  from  time  to  time  (sub- 
ject to  the  restrictions  of  this  Act)  make  bye-laws  for  all  or 
any  of  the  purposes  following  ;**  and  amongst  others  there 
is  this, — "  For  fixing  the  stands  of  such  hackney  carriages 
and  animals  as  aforesaid,  and  the  distance  to  which  they 
may  be  compelled  to  take  passengers,  not  exceeding  the 
district."  The  Local  Board  made  a  bye-law  in  the  follow- 
ing terms. — (His  Lordship  read  the  fifth  bye-law  (a).)  It 
was  contended  that  the  bye-law  was  bad,  inasmuch  as 
it  did  not  on  the  face  thereof  specify  the  exact  localities 
where  the  stands  were  to  be ;  and  that  it  was  unreasonable 
and  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  Act  to  allow  the  Local 
Board  to  fix  the  places  for  the  stands  from  time  to  time  by 
putting  up  boards.  Although  the  old  rule  of  law  to  be 
found  in  Com.  Dig.  "  Bye-Law"  (C.  7),  which  says  that  a 
bye-law  bad  in  part  is  bad  in  the  whole,  is  qualified  to  this 

(o)  Ante,  p.  128. 
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extent  that,  if  the  good  part  is  independent  and  uncon- 
nected with  the  bad,  the  good  part  would  be  valid  and 
binding  {Bex  v.  Faversham  {a)).  Our  decision  does  not  turn 
on  that  point,  for  the  whole  bye-law  is  so  connected  in  the 
prohibition  of  plying  oiF  the  stands  with  the  part  for  Gxing 
the  stands,  that  they  cannot  be  separated.  We  think  that 
looking  at  the  object  of  the  Act  in  fixing  stands,  viz.,  to 
prevent  the  drivers  of  carriages  and  the  leaders  of  horses 
and  donkeys  from  being  a  nuisance  if  allowed  to  ply  at 
liberty  over  the  streets  of  the  town;  and  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  add  to  or  reduce  the  number  of  stands,  or  to 
alter  at  different  seasons  the  places  for  such  stands,  the 
mode  of  fixing  them  is,  in  our  opinion,  in  accordance  with 
the  powers  and  meaning  of  the  Act.  We  think  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  leave  such  powers  of  fixing  and  altering 
the  stands  from  time  to  time  in  their  own  body,  viz.,  the 
Local  Board  elected  by  the  ratepayers ;  for  it  would  not  be 
reasonable  on  every  minute  alteration  of  a  stand  that  a  fresh 
bye-law,  notice,  and  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  take  place,  which  never  could  have  been  contem- 
plated by  the' Act.  We  therefore  think  that  the  conviction 
in  each  case  should  be  affirmed. 

Convictions  affirmed. 


(a)  8  T.  R.  352. 
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The  Liverpool  Borough  Bank  w.  Thomas  Eccles,  j^^  ,3 

Richard  Eccles  and  Another. 

Declaration.— The  Liverpool  Borough  Bank  being  j.  ic.  &  Co. 
a  Banking  Company  which,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  to  the  plaintiflfi 
passing  of  the  Joint  Stock  Banking  Companies  Act,  1857,  bankers,  the 
and  thence  until  it  was  registered  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  4*^^"^!*^ '  ^^ 
consisted  of  seven  or  more  persons,  and  had  a  capital  of  c^p^cm*^  ^  ^ 

*  '  '^  made  between 

fixed  amount  and  divided  into  shares,  also  of  fixed  amount,  the  plaintiffs 

and  toe  de- 

and  which,  while  it  was  such  Company  as  aforesaid,  pre-  fendants,  in 

•  i»   1  •  •    J  v      consideration 

viously  to  the  passmg  of  the  said  Act,  legally  earned  on  the  of  the  agree- 

business  of  banking,  and  which  was  not  a  Company  by  the  after  contained 

said  Act  required  to  be  registered ;  and  which,  after  the  pass-  thepufntiffs. 

ing  of  the  said  Act,  with  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  such  of  its  Jh^^^ouldVay 

shareholders  as  were  present  in  person  or  by  proxy  (proxies  *^l™u"*^ 

being  allowed  by  the  regulations  of  the  Company),  at  a  were  or  at  any 

general  meeting  summoned  for  the  purpose,  registered  itself  be  due  from 

J.  £.  &  Co.  to 

as  a  Company  other  than  a  limited  Company  under  and  ac-  the  plaintiffs, 

cording  to  the  said  Act  (a)  by their  attorney  sue  Thomas  35,000/.,  by 

Exrcles,  &c. :    For  that  before  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  3000  "a^yew 

and  while  the  said  Company  so  legally  carried  on  business  andVwo^sub^* 

under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  (7  Geo.  4,  c.  46),  an  agree-  ?«quent  *nnual 

ment  was  made  between  the  defendants  of  the  first  part,  io,oooi ;  and 

'  in  considera- 

Joseph  Eccles  &  Co,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  said  tion  of  the 

above  the  plain- 
Banking  Company  of  the  third  part,  reciting,  as  the  facts  tiffs  agreed 

were,  that  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  were  indebted  to  the  bank  not  charge 

in  144,933/.  on  the  balance  of  their  account  current,  &c.,  ^^J^^  ^ent. 

interest  to 
J.  E.  &  Co.  ;  and  when  all  debts  of  J.  E.  &  Co.,  except  15,000/.,  should  have  been  paid, 
woold  grant  them  a  foil  release.  This  agreement  was  signed  by  the  defendants  and  handed 
bj  them  to  the  plaintiffs  who  had  pressed  for  it.  The  plaintiffs  bad  acted  upon,  but  never 
executed  it.— Hetdt  that  the  agreement  was  binding  upon  the  defendants  notwithstanding  that 
it  had  not  been  executed  by  the  plaintiffs. 

(a)  See  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  49,  8.  6 ;  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47,  s.  13. 
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1859.         and  to  the  defendants  in   the  sura  of  I59OOOJ!. :  that  they 
r^'^'^'^'^^^      were  unable  to  pay  their  debts  in  full,  but  that  they  and  the 

LiVRRPOOL  *^    -^  •' 

Borough      defendants  had   proposed  to  the  bank,  and  it  had  been 
V.  agreed  between  them,  to  enter  into  the  agreement,  there- 

after stated,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  monies  which  had 
been  or  might  be  advanced  by  the  banking  Company ;  in 
consideration  of  the  agreement  thereinafter  contained  on 
behalf  of  the  said  bank,  the  defendants  agreed  that  they 
would  pay  all  monies  which  then  were  or  at  any  time 
should  be  due  from  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  to  the  bank  not 
exceeding  35,000/. ;  and  that  they  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  the  said  sum  of  35,000/.  except  by  the  instalments 
following,  that  is  to  say,  3000L  on  the  31st  of  December  in 
each  year,  for  the  period  of  five  years  from  the  1st  of 
January  then  last  elapsed,  and  the  sum  of  10,000/.  in  each 
of  the  two  succeeding  years,  and  that  until  the  whole  of 
the  then  existing  and  future  debts  of  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co. 
to  the  bank  should  be  paid,  the  defendants  should  not 
claim  payment  of  the  debt  of  IdflOOL ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  should  stand  possessed  of  the  said  debt  in  trust  for  the 
bank ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  above,  the  said  banking 
Company  agreed  that  they  would  not,  in  future,  charge 
more  than  5  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  owing  to  them, 
in  addition  to  their  commission  and  other  usual  banker's 
charges ;  and,  also,  that  they  would,  so  soon  as  all  debts 
and  liabilities  of  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  had  been  fully  paid, 
save  and  except  a  sum  of  15,000/.  with  interest,  grant  them 
a  full  release,  &c. — Averments:  that  though  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  1857,  the  sum  of  18,000/.  was  due  to  the  bank- 
ing Company  from  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.,  and  the  plaintiffs 
had  done  all  things,  and  all  things  had  happened  to  entitle 
them  to  the  payment  of  the  3000/.  due  on  that  day,  yet  the 
defendants  had  not  paid,  &c 

Third  plea. — That  the  agreement  was  not,  before   the 
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iccruing  of  the  cause  of  action,  or  at  any  time  since,  signed,        1859. 
executed  or  otherwise  ajrreed  to,  by  or  on  behalf  of  the     ^^'^'^'^'^^^ 

^  •'  Liverpool 

plaintiffs,  or  the  said  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  Borough 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin,  B.,  at  the  Liverpool  Summer  v. 

Assizes,  1858,  it  was  proved  that  after  a  negociation  res- 
pecting a  guarantee  to  be  given  by  the  defendants,  and 
repeated  applications  for  it,  the  agreement  declared  upon, 
which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  manager  of  the 
Bank,  was  executed  by  the  defendants  and  left  at  the  bank. 
The  agreement  concluded  with  an  attestation  clause  which 
was  as  follows: — "  In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written.''  There  was  only  one  copy  of  the  agreement. 
The  plaintiffs  had  acted  upon  the  agreement  for  a  short 
time,  but  neither  they  nor  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  had  ever 
executed  it. 

The  defendants'  counsel  objected  that  the  agreement 
ought  to  have  been  signed  by  all  the  parties,  being  one  not 
to  be  performed  within  a  year,  and  therefore  required  by 
the  4th  section  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds  to  be  in  writing 
and  signed. 

The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  plain  tiffis, 
reserving  to  the  defendants  leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict 
for  them,  the  Court  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  any  inferences 
of  fact. 

Edward  James  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly, 

Atherton  and  Blackburn  now  shewed  cause. — The  argu- 
ment on  the  other  side  arises  out  of  a  misapprehension  as 
to  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  statute  only  requires  that 
the  agreement  should  be  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged 
therewith.  An  agreement  is  good  within  that  statute  if 
signed  by  the  party  against  whom  it  is  to  be  enforced : 
Laythoarp  v.  Bryant  {a\  Champion  v.  Plummer  (&).  It  does 
(a)  2  Bing.  K.  C.  735.  (p)  1  N.  R.  254. 
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1859.        no^  follow,  because  it  is  ezpressed  to  be  made   between 
seTeral  parties,  that  it  most  therefore  be  executed  by  alK 

Edward  Jamtr,  Blellish  and  Bityhs,  in  support  of  the  role. 
— The  consideration  for  the  agreement  of  the  defendants 
was  the   agreement  of  the  bank.     Therefore   it   appears 
upon  the  £M:e  of  this  guarantee,  that  it  was  contemplated 
that  the  bank  should  enter  into  a  Talid  and  binding  agree- 
ment to  release  Joseph  Eccles  &  Co.  from  all  clums,  when 
all  debts  due  from  them  to  the  bank,  saTe  15,000£.,  should 
hare  been  paid.     The  Statute  of  Frauds  makes  it  necessarj 
that  such  agreement,  to  be  binding,  should  be  signed  by  the 
banking  Company.     The  instrument  was  not  to  be  deemed 
complete ;  neither  party  was  to  be  bound  until  both  had 
signed  it.     Layikoarp  v.  Bryant  (a)  does  not  touch  the 
present  question,  because,  in  that  case,  there  was  a  complete 
parol  agreement,  independently  of  the  memorandum  of  it. 
The  purchaser  had  signed  the  contract  without  requiring 
any  signature  by  the  Tendor ;  but  the  YendcM*  could  not  baTe 
called  on  the  purchaser  to  complete  his  purchase  without 
himself  performing  his  part  of  the  agreement.     Hone  the 
release  by  the  bank  is  to  be  giTcn  at  a  period  k>ng  sabee- 
quent  to  the  payment  of  the  monies  by  the  defendants. 
If  the  plaintifis*  construction  of  the  agreement  is  connect, 
the  defendants,  having  performed  their  part  of  the  agree* 
ment,  would  have  no  remedy  to  compel  the  execution  of 
the  release.   Till  it  was  executed  by  the  defendants,  the  con- 
tract was  merely  an  escrow.     The  parties  stipulated  for  an 
agreement  in  writing — the  written  contract,  and  that  alone, 
was  to  be  the  agreement  of  the  parties^     The  case  re^em* 
bles  that  of  a  submission  to  arbitration,  where  neither  party 
is  bound  unless  both  are  so:     BiddtU  t.  Dawwe  {b\  JPayme 
Y.  7rw  (c),  Ferrer  v.  Ovem(d},    There  was  no  valid  or  avail- 

(a)  2  Bing.  N.  C.  735.  (c)  3  D.  &  R.  6M. 

(»)  6  B.  &  C.  255.  (rf)  7  R  &  C.  427. 
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able  consideration.     It  is  clear  that  the  obligation  of  the        1859. 
defendants  was  intended  to  depend  on  there  being  a  binding     l'J^^pool 
agreement  by  the  bank,  and  not  upon  whether  or  not  the      B^ouoh 

bank  acted  upon  it.     [Martin^  B. — Stokes  v.  Cox  (a)  and  ». 

.  \  EocLKtr. 

Wheelton  v.  Hardisiy  (b)  shew  that,  if  such  a  matter  is  to  be 

made  a  condition  precedent,  the  parties  must  make  it  so  in 

distinct  terms.] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  rule  must  be  discharged.  In 
Warner  v.  WilUngton  (c),  Vice  Chancellor  Kindersley  adopts 
the  doctrine  that  where  there  is  a  proposal  signed  by  the 
person  intended  to  be  bound,  and  accepted  by  word  of 
mouth,  it  is  suflScient  If  the  argument  had  raised  more 
doubt  in  our  minds  we  should  have  been  bound  by  the 
authorities,  and  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  the 
defendants  to  have  recourse  to  a  Court  of  error  to  alter 
the  rule  which  has  been  laid  down.  So  far  as  the  case 
jests  on  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  the  defendants  are  con- 
cluded by  authi^rity.  In  Champion  v.  Plummer  {d\  though 
one  would  have  supposed  that  the  agreement  was  intended 
to  be  mutual,  the  Court  held  that  if  a  party  agrees  in 
writing  duly  signed  to  buy,  the  agreement  of  the  other 
party  to  sell  being  by  word  of  mouth,  the  party  agreeing 
to  buy  is  bound,  though  the  agreement  would  not  have 
been  enforceable  against  the  other.  But  Mr.  Mellish  put 
this  case  on  a  different  ground.  He  argued  that  it  must 
be  inferred  from  the  language  of  the  document  that  the 
partic^s  intended  that  there  should  be  an  agreement  in 
writing  signed  by  the  plaintiffs.  Now  it  is  clear  that  it  was 
not  intended  that  there  should  be  two  copies  of  the  agree- 
ment executed  in  duplicate.  There  was  but  one  copy 
signed  by  the  defendants  and  left  at  the  bank.     Must  we 

(a)  1  H.  &  K.  533.  (c)  3  Drewry,  523. 

\h)  8  £.  &  B.  232. 285.  \d)  1  N.  R.  254. 


144 


EXCUEQUEK   REPORTS. 

1859.  adopt   the  argument   that   the  agreement  was  not  to  be 

^^1^'^''^^  deemed  complete  unless  signed  by  both?    There  is  great 

Borough  weight  in  what  was  thrown  out  by  my  brother  Martin,  that 

V,  to  make  a  matter  a  condition  precedent  it  must  be  eroressly 

EOOLM.  ^ 

so  made.  That  cannot  be  predicated  of  an  mtention  to 
have  this  agreement  signed.  Considering  the  two  alterna- 
tives ;  the  one  that  it  was  left  with  the  bank  to  be  signed 
and  made  binding,  or  repudiated,  at  the  option  of  the  bank, 
at  any  time;  and  the  other  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
binding,  but  that  the  defendants  did  not  care  whether  it 
was  signed  by  the  bank  or  not,  the  conclusion  seems 
irresistible  that  the  signature  by  the  banking  Company 
was  not  deemed  essential  by  the  defendants. 

Martin,  B. — If  I  were  not  of  the  same  opinion  I  should 
fe^l  myself  bound  by  Laythoarp  v.  Bryant  {a).  The  doc- 
trine of  that  case  has  been  recently  recognised  in  Smith  ▼• 
Ntale  {b\  and  can  only  be  impeached  in  a  Court  of  error. 
The  presumption  is  that  this  document,  having  been  signed 
and  handed  to  the  bank,  was  intended  to  be  bindingi 
In  Sheppard's  Touchstone,  285,  it  is  said  ^if  lands  be 
limited  to  a  man  by  way  of  use,  or  granted  immediately 
by  feoffment,  gift,  grant,  or  release ;  or  goods  or  chattels 
l)e  given  or  granted  to  a  man ;  in  these  cases  the  things 
granted  shall  be  said  to  be  in  the  parties,  and  the  grant 
good,  before  notice  and  agreement,  and  nntii  disagree- 
ment. The  law  presumes  that  every  grant  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  party,  and  therefore,  ontil  the  contrary  is 
shewn,  supposes  an  agreement  to  the  grant**  That  is  the 
general  rule.  If  the  defendants  had  chosen,  when  the 
agreement  was  handed  to  Mr.  Smith,  to  say  that  it  should 
not  be  binding  unless  signed  by  both  parties  they  might 
have  done  sa  But  there  is  nothing  that  leads  to  the  pre- 
(d)  a  Bi^g.  N.  C.  735.  (»)  2  a  R  N.  S.  67. 
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sumption  that  such  was  their  intention.  In  a  recent  case 
where  a  promissory  note,  to  be  executed  by  two  sureties,  was 
signed  only  by  one,  I  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the 
nature  of  the  transaction  did  not  shew  that  the  under- 
standing was  that  the  surety  who  executed  was  not  to  be 
liable  unless  both  signed.     But  that  is  a  different  matter. 


1859. 

Liverpool 

Borough 

Bauk 

9. 
ECCLBS. 


Watson,  B. — The  question  is  whether  we  can  direct  the 
▼erdict  to  be  entered  for  the  defendants  on  the  third  plea. 
The  agreement  is  not  stated  to  have  been  delivered  as  an 
escrow,  but  as  a  binding  agreement  It  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  parties  are  bound,  because  it  was  signed  by  the  defend- 
ants and  handed  to  the  bank  to  be  acted  upon.  But  it  is 
said  that,  because  something  was  to  be  done  on  the  other 
side,  the  defendants  are  not  bound  unless  they  got  a  right 
of  action  on  the  agreement  But,  as  in  The  Mayor  of  Lyme 
Regis  V.  Heiiley  (a),  the  acceptance  of  a  grant  may  impose 
a  binding  obligation.  If  it  is  said  that  the  agreement  was 
not  complete  until  signed  by  all  parties,  I  do  not  know  why 
the  bank  should  not  sign  it,  or  be  compelled  to  sign  it  now. 
There  are  several  stipulations  to  be  performed  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  such  as  to  give  time,  and  not  to  charge  more 
than  five  per  cent  Therefore,  according  to  ordinary  rules, 
the  signing  of  the  agreement  cannot  be  treated  as  a  con- 
dition precedent. 


Chamnell,  B. — I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 
Suppose  that  the  third  plea  had  simply  stated  that  the 
agreement  was  not  signed  or  executed,  it  would  have  been 
open  to  demurrer,  on  the  grounds  disclosed  in  Laythoarp  v. 
Bryant  (&).  The  decisions,  in  that  case  and  Smith  v. 
Neale  {c\  are  binding   upon  us.     That  disposes  of  the 

(a)  1  Bing.  N.  C.  222.  (6)  2  Bing.  N.  C.  735. 

(c)  2  C.  B.,  N.  S.  67. 

VOL.  IV. — K.  8.  L  EXCH. 
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1859. 

Liverpool 

BoRocon 

Baxk 

9. 
ECCUES. 


question  upon  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  But  was  the  guaran- 
tee **  not  otherwise  agreed  to  "*  in  fact  ?  Mr.  MeWsh  argued 
that  the  understanding  was,  that  the  instrument  was  not  to 
be  deemed  complete  until  it  was  signed.  If  I  agreed  with 
him,  I  should  think  that  the  plea  was  made  out.  But  it 
does  not  follow,  because  the  parties  anticipated  that  the 
bank  would  sign,  that  the  instrument  is  not  binding  with- 
out such  signature.  The  evidence  does  not  support  his 
Tiew.  The  bank  has  acted  upon  the  instrument,  and  that 
is  enough. 

Rule  dischaiiged. 


Jan,  21. 


A  shareholder 
in  a  Joint 
Stock  Corn- 
pan  J  is  not 
entitled  to  an 
inspection  of 
their  books  for 
the  purpose 
of  proving  a 
plea  of  justifi- 
cation in  an 
action  against 
him  for  libel 
imputing 
insolvencj  to 
the  Company. 


The    Metropolitan    Saloon    Obinibus  Company 

(Limited)  r.  Hawkins. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  by  a  Joint  Stock  Company,  incorpo- 
rated under  the  19  &  20  Vict  c  47,  against  a  shareholder 
in  the  Company.  The  declaration  contained  a  count  for 
libel,  and  two  counts  for  slander,  imputing  to  the  Company 
insolvency,  mismanagement  and  an  improper  and  dishonest 
carrying  on  of  its  affairs.  The  defendant  pleaded  (amongst 
other  pleas)  a  justification  of  the  libel  and  slanders,  upon 
which  pleas  issues  were  joined.  On  the  2d  December,  1858, 
Martin,  B.,  made  the  following  order : — 

**  Upon  hearing  counsel  (a),  and  upon  reading  the  affida- 
vits, &&,  I  do  order  that  Mr.  Norton  and  his  clerk  only  shall  be 
at  liberty,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  next,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  in  the  forenoon  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 


(a)  iS(£amni«r«,  who  appeared  in 
support  of  the  application,  cited 
the  following  cases : — Steadman  v. 
Ardenj  15  M.  &  W.  587 ;  Thorpe 
V.  Macauley,  5  Madd.  219;  Hill 


V.  PhUp,  7  Exch.  232;  TTO- 
mot  V.  Macoahe^  4  Sim.  263; 
Macmdey  y.   Shackeil^    1    Bligh. 

N.  S.  96. 
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each  of  those  days,  at  the  office  of  the  plaintifls,  at  No.  156,        1859. 
Cheapside,  in  the  city  of  London,  to  inspect,  examine,  and     ^i^j^^^'^^^ 
take  extracts  and  examined  copies  of  the  minute-book,  litan  Saloon 

i_  ,       ,     .  .     i-i  Ommibus  Co. 

cash-book,  journal  and  ledger  of  the  said  Company,  and  of  0. 

any  other  book  or  books  containing  entries  relating  to  the 
business  and  afiairs  of  the  said  Company  from  the  1st  June, 
1857,  upon  payment  of  6«.  Sd.  costs,  and  4d.  per  folio  for 
copy." 

On  the  4th  December,  Martin^  6.,  made  another  order, 
by  which  he  ordered  that  the  above  order  **  be  varied  by 
directing  that  the  inspection  be  had  at  the  office  of  the 
Company,  or  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  from  ten  to  two,  for 
six  consecutive  days,  commencing  Monday,  the  6th  instant, 
and  continuing  regularly  from  Monday  to  Saturday;  the 
costs  to  be  61.  ScL  per  diem,  and  4d.  per  folio  for  all  copies 
or  extracts  made ;  no  publication  of  any  kind  to  be  made 
of  the  copies  or  extracts,  and  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the 
purposes  of  the  cause,  and  exclusively  confined  thereto." 
On  the  10th  December,  Chatmell^  B.,  made  an  order  *^  that 
the  time  be  extended  so  as  to  include  the  days  from  this 
day  until  and  inclusive  of  the  17  th  instant;  that  the  inspec- 
tion begin  to-morrow,  and  that  the  costs  of  this  order  be 
costs  in  the  cause."  The  defendant,  having  acted  under 
this  order  during  several  days,  applied  for  leave  to  extend 
the  time  for  inspection,  &c.,  and  for  liberty  to  make  certain 
specified  extracts  from  the  plaintiffs*  books.  Channell,  B., 
refused  to  make  an  order,  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
defendant's  right  to  apply  to  Martin,  B.,  who,  upon  an 
application  to  him  on  the  13th  January,  referred  the  parties 
to  the  Court. 

Montagu  Chambers  {^Stammers  with  him)  now  moved  for 
a  rule  to  further  extend  the  time  given  for  the  inspection 
and  taking  extracts  from  the  books  of  the  Company ;  and 

L  2 
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1859.        particularly  that  the   defeDilanfs  attorney  and   his  clerk 
^i     '     '      should  be  at  liberty  to  take  the  following  extracts,  vix., 

Metbopo-  ''  ^  ^    - 

UTAN  Salooh  from  the  minutebook  of  the  Company  the  entries  as  to 

Omni  BUS  Co. 

».  certain  bills  of  exchange  and  a  certain  promissory  note,  and 

as  to  certain  transfers  of  shares  in  the  Company ;  and  also 
a  copy  of  a  certain  letter ;  and  also  from  the  ledger  of  the 
Company  certain  specified  accounts;  and  in  the  journal  of 
the  Company  certain  leaves  gummed  over  and  fastened 
down  (a). — Under  the  circumstances  the  time  for  inspection 
ought  to  be  extended.  The  right  to  inspect  may.  be  main- 
tained either  at  common  law  or  under  the  14  &  15  Vict 
c.  99,  s.  6.  The  original  order  was  made  on  the  authority 
of  Macauley  v.  Shackell  (b).  [Pollock,  C.  B.— That  case 
only  decided  that  a  defendant  in  an  action  for  libel  is  en- 
titled to  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses  who  are  abroad. 
It  is  no  authority  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  discovery.  Mar" 
tin,  B. — If  a  person  publishes  a  libel  imputing  insolvency 
to  a  mercantile  house,  and  then  pleads  a  justification  to  an 
action,  I  do  not  think  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  to 
their  office  and  ransack  their  books  in  order  to  prove  his 
plea.]  The  defendant  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Company, 
and  as  such  is  entitled  to  an  inspection  of  their  books. 
[Martin,  B. — This  is  not  an  application  by  the  defendant 
in  his  character  of  shareholder.  A  shareholder  has  certain 
rights  of  which  he  can  avail  himself  in  the  Court  of  Queen*s 
Bench.]  In  an  action  by  an  allottee  of  railway  shares  against 
a  member  of  the  provisional  committee,  to  recover  back  his 
deposit,  this  Court  ordered  that  the  plaintiff  should  have 
an  inspection  and  copy  of  the  subscribers'  agreement  and 
parliamentary  contract,  which  both  the  plaintiff  and  de- 

(a)  The  application  was  made  defence  to  the  action,  and  that 

on  affidavits  of  the  defendant  and  the  application  was  not  made  with 

his  attorney  and  his  clerk,  that  a  view  to  harass  or   annoj  the 

the  further  time  for  the  above  plaintiffs, 

inspection  was  material  for  the  (b)  1  Bligh.  N.  S.  96. 
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fendant  had  signed,  and  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the        1859. 

solicitors  of  the  Company ;  the  plaintiff's  affidavit  stating     ^^^T"^*^^ 

that  an  inspection  of  them  was  necessary  to  him  for  the  litan  Saloon 

Omnibus  Co 
purpose  of  framing  his  case,  and  the  defendant  not  shewing     _    ©. 

that  they  were  not  within  his  power  or  control :  Stead- 
man  V.  Arden  (a).  Alderson,  B.,  there  said : — **  It  does  not 
depend  at  all  on  the  nature  of  the  action  ;  all  that  is  material 
is,  that  both  parties  have  an  interest  in  the  documents,  and 
that  an  inspection  of  them  is  material  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  action.**  [Martin^  B.— You  must  add  to  what  Alder- 
son,  B.,  said,  '^  that  the  party  holding  the  document  must 
in  some  sense  be  a  trustee  for  the  applicant*^  That  is  so 
in  this  case,  for  the  defendant  has  a  distinct  interest  in  the 
documents,  as  a  shareholder.  In  Shackell  v.  Macauley  (i), 
which  was  an  action  for  libel,  the  Court  of  Chancery 
granted  a  discovery,  and  on  appeal  (c)  the  House  of  Lords 
held  that  the  Court  of  (Chancery  was  right  in  that  respect, 
but  doubted  whether  the  defendant  was  bound  to  answer 
interrogatories  tending  to  criminate  himself.  The  original 
order  allowed  the  defendant  four  hours  a  day  for  six  days, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  his  way 
ChannelU  B.,  granted  six  days  further  time.  The  plaintiffs 
have  disobeyed  this  order,  and  have  refused  to  allow  the 
defendant  to  take  extracts  from  the  minute-book. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  rule.  If  the  defendant  had  made  the  order  of  the 
learned  Judge  a  rule  of  Court,  and  had  then  applied  for 
an  attachment  for  disobedience  of  it,  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  set  aside  the  rule  before  we  could  entertain 
the  question  as  to  the  validity  of  the  order.  That  is  not 
now  necessary,  and  we  may  consider  the  effect  of  the  order, 

(a)  15  M.  &  W.  586.  (h)  2  Russ.  550,  note. 

(c)  1  Bligh.  N.  S.  96. 
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1859.        ^  if  ^n  application  had  been  made  to  rescind  it.     I  tlunk 

^ — *     '      that  there  ought  to  be  no  nile,  not  because  the  defendant 

LiTAx  Saloov  has  had  sufficient  time  to  inspect  the  plaintifis'  books — for 

Omxibl'sCo.  .  •  i?    I.        _j 

9.  assigning  that  reason  would  be  approving  of  the  order; 

but  because  the  order  ought  never  to  have  been  made.  I 
believe  my  brother  Martin  is  now  satisfied  that  he  ought 
not  to  have  made  it.  We  cannot  notice  the  defendant  other- 
wise than  as  a  person  defending  an  action  for  libel — ^Dot  as  a 
partner  or  shareholder ;  and  we  ought  to  refuse  him  assist- 
ance just  as  we  should  refuse  any  other  defendant  who 
libelled  a  merchant  bj  saying  he  was  insolvent,  and  then 
asked  for  an  inspection  of  his  books  in  order  to  prove  it. 
A  merchant,  who  is  libelled  by  a  statement  that  he  is  insol- 
vent, has  a  right  to  maintain  an  action  ;  and  the  defendant 
has  no  right  to  say:  *Met  me  examine  all  his  affairs,  for  if 
you  do  I  have  some  chance  of  proving  that  he  is  insolvent." 
The  case  oi  Macauley  v.  ShackeH(a)  merely  decided  that, 
if  a  libel  relates  to  transactions  which  occurred  abroad,  the 
defendant  is  entitled  to  a  commission  for  the  examination 
of  witnesses  at  the  place  where  the  events  happened ;  just 
as,  if  they  had  happened  here,  he  might  have  called  wit- 
nesses to  prove  them.  A  person  who  ventures  to  publish  a 
libel,  or  utter  slander,  should  be  in  a  condition  to  justify 
his  conduct,  and  not  come  to  the  Court  to  ask  for  assistance 
to  get  up  some  proof.  If  the  defendant  has  acted  in  a  fair 
spirit,  and  with  a  view  to  the  interest  of  the  Company  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  that  would  afford  a  defence  under 
the  general  issue;  but  if  the  publication  of  the  libellous 
matter  is  not  justified  by  the  circumstances,  the  defendant 
must  fail  in  bis  special  plea. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.    It  is  clear  that 
the  defendant  cannot  bring  himself  within  the  Act  14  &  15 

(a)  1  Bligh.  N.  S.  96. 
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Vict  c.  99)  s.  6;  and  if  he  has  any  right  as  a  shareholder        1859. 
he  must  apply  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  man-     ^g^^^o- 
dam  us.     In  this  case  the  defendant  must  be  considered  as  mtan  Saloon 

Omnibus  Go. 

any  other  person  defending  an  action  for  libel.    Looking  at  •  ^    «^ 
the  case  of  Macauley  v.  Shackell  (a),  although  it  is  difficult 
to  collect  from  it  any  distinct  proposition  as  to  the  right  of 
a  defendant  in  an  action  for  libel^  I  am  not  prepared  to  say, 
that,  in  no  case,  would  he  be  entitled  to  an  inspection ;  but 
be  would  be  bound  to  give  the  tribunal  to  which  he  applied, 
reason  to  believe  that  there  was  some  particular  document, 
which  he  could  specify  and  put  his  hands  upon,  which 
would  sup}X)rt  his  case ;  and  neither  a  Court  of  law,  or 
equity,  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  searching  the 
plaintiffs^  books,  in  order  to  get  up  a  defence.     We  grant 
an  inspection  of  such  documents  as  the  defendant  gives  the 
Court  reasonable  ground  to  believe  are  necessary  for  his 
defence.     I  made  the  order  on  the  authority  of  Macauley 
V.  Shackell;  but,  after  the  books  had  been  examined,  I  was 
startled  at  the  circumstance  that  the  defendant  desired  to 
search  other  books  in  order  to  establish  the  insolvency  of 
the  Company.     If  a  person  thinks  fit  to  publish  a  libel 
upon  a  merchant,  that  he  should  have  a  right,  on  pleading 
a  justification,   to   go  to  the  merchant's  counting-house, 
have  all  his  books  brought  down  and  submitted  to  him, 
and  thus  get  information  as  to  all  his  affairs,  seems  to  me 
so  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  right,  that  it  would  require 
the  strongest  possible  ground  to  induce  any  Court  to  accede 
to  such  an  application.     I  am  disposed  to  agree  with  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  that  a  person  who  publishes  a   libel 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  prove  it. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     My  judgment 
proceeds  upon  this  ground,  that  an  inspection  has  already 

(a)  1  Bligh.  N.  S.  96. 
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1S59.        been  granted,  and  the  defendjunt  has  obtuoed  all  that  be 
"^      ooold  reasonablj  ask  for.     I  agree  with  the   Lord  Chief 


xiixy  Saums  Baron  and  dit  brother  Martim,  as  to  the  efiect  of  the  case 
of  Macauley  t.  SkackelL  There  the  mere  CkI  of  the  action 
being  for  libel,  did  not  prerent  the  partj  firom  baring  a  <&- 
coverTy  bat  the  House  of  Lords  nerer  meant  to  say,  that,  in 
erenr  case  of  an  action  for  libel,  the  defimdant  is  entitled  to 
a  dbcoTenr.  It  is  a  naonstroos  propositioo,  that,  if  a  person 
chooses  to  libel  anj  mercantile  firm,  large  or  small,  and  then 
pleads  a  justification  to  an  action,  he  has  a  right  to  inspect 
and  take  extracts  from  CTerr  book  or  document  they  poasess. 
As  to  the  defendant  being  a  shareholder,  or  partner  in  the 
Company,  if  he  required  an  inspection  in  that  character, 
there  is  a  mode  of  obtaining  it ;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that, 
if  one  shareholder,  or  partner,  chooses  to  libel  the  others,  he 
has,  therefore,  a  right  to  inspect  the  partnership  books.  In 
the  case  of  an  action  on  a  contract,  where  documents  are 
the  joint  property  of  both  parties,  one  may  hare  an  inspec- 
tion, because  the  other  holds  them  as  trustee  for  him ;  but 
to  extend  that  to  actions  for  libel,  would  be  to  perrert  the 
rules  of  justice,  by  allowing  a  person  to  libel  another  and 
then  get  up  iSicts  to  justify  it. 

CHA:!n(ELL,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  this  ap|dicatioa 
should  be  refused.  When  the  case  was  before  me  at  Cham- 
bens  I  entertained  some  doubt  whether  the  order  for  inspec- 
tion was  properly  made,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
defendant  has  had  suflBcient  time  for  inspection. 

Rule  refused. 
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Elizabeth  Bibby  v.  Carter.  Jan.  19. 

X  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated  that,  before  and  The  second 
at  the  time  of  the  committing  of  the  grievances  hereinafter  declaration 
in  this  and  the  second  and  third  counts  mentioned,  a  mes-  measaage  and 
suage  and  land  with  the  appurtenances,  were  in  the  respec-  ^^n^e^r' 
tive  occupations  of  certain  persons  as  tenants  thereof,  to  the  ^lpn?«J  to  the 

•^  '^  plaintiff,  were 

plaintiff,  the  reversion  thereof  then,  and  still,  beloncrins  to  »"  fact  aup- 

'  .  *  >  6     R  ported  by  the 

the  plaintiff:  Yet  the  defendant  wrongfully  dug  and  made  land  adjoining  1 
divers  excavations  in  the  said  land  under,  or  near  to  the  ant  wrongibiir 
said  messuage,  without  sufficiently  shoring,  propping,  under-  dag"a^^*made^ 
pinning,  or  otherwise  protecting  the  said  messuage  from  and  tionrirthe  * 
against  the  effects  thereof,  whereby  the  said  land  and  the  J^"tho!u  roffi5 
said  messuage  sank,  and  swagged,  and  was  damaged  and  ^iently  shoring 

^"  the  said  mes* 

injured,  &c. — Second  count:  that  the  said  messuage  and  suage  and  land, 

lit/.  ,  ,.  ,  ..  /.,       *"*!  thereby 

land,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  committing  of  the  deprived  them 
grievances  in  this  count  mentioned,  in  fact  received  lateral  whereby  they  ' 
support  from,  and  were  supported  by  the  land  adjoining  the  injured— ^he 
said  messuage  and  land :  Yet  the  defendant  wrongfully  and  8tatedTbat\he 
negligently  dug,  and  made  divers  excavations  in  the  said  P^*«ot»ff»  h? 

o   e         J        o'  reason  of  her 

land  so  adjoining  the  said  messuage  and  land,  and  without  ^^  interest  in 

^  the  messuage 

sufficiently  shoring,  propping,  underpinning,  or  otherwise  and  land,  was 

entitled  to  have 

protecting  the  said  messuage  and  land,  in  this  count  first  the  messuage 
mentioned,  from  and  against  the  effects  thereof,  and  thereby  laterally  by 
deprived  the  said  messuage  and  land  of  its  said  support:  adjoining:  yet 
whereby  injury,  like  that  in  the  first  count  mentioned,  was  wrongfuUy'and 
done  to  the  said  messuage  and  land  in  which  the  plaintiff  3u|^^d"Jn^de 

divers  excava- 
tions in  the  land  adjoining  without  sufficiently  shoring  the  said  messuage  and  land,  and  thereby 
deprived  the  messuage  of  the  support  to  which  the  plaintiff  was  so  entitled,  whereby  the  messuage 
and  land  sank  and  were  injured.— Held,  that  the  second  count  was  good,  although  it  did  not  allege 
any  right  to  support,  for  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  the  adjoining 
land,  be  must  be  taken  to  be  a  stranger  and  a  wrong-doer. 
HtU,  also,  that  the  third  count  was  good. 
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1859.  was  so  interested,  and  the  plaintiff  was  injured  in  her  said 
BiBBY  reversionary  estate. —Third  count:  that  before  and  at  the 
time  of  the  committing  of  the  grievances  in  this  count 
mentioned,  the  plaintiff  was  by  reason  of  her  said  interest 
in  the  said  messuage  and  land,  with  the  appurtenances, 
entitled  to  have  the  said  messuage  supported  laterally  by 
certain  land  adjoining  the  said  messuage  and  land :  Yet  the 
defendant  wrongfully  and  negligently  dug,  and  made  divers 
excavations  in  the  said  land  adjoining  the  said  messuage 
and  land,  and  without  sufficiently  shoring,  propping,  under- 
pinning, or  otherwise  protecting  the  said  messuage  and 
land  in  the  first  count  mentioned  from  and  against  the 
effects  thereof,  and  thereby  deprived  the  said  messuage  of 
the  support  to  which  the  plaintiff  was  so  entitled  as  afore- 
said :  whereby  injury  like  that  in  the  first  count  mentioned 
was  done  to  the  said  messuage  and  land,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  injured  in  her  said  reversionary  estate. 

Demurrer  to  second  and  third  counts,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  wrongs  done  to,  and  in  respect  of  the  said  messuage. — 
Joinder  therein. 

Milwardy  in  support  of  the  demurrer.  —The  second  count 
is  bad.  It  merely  states  that  the  plaintiff's  messuage  and 
land  were  in  fact  supported  by  the  land  adjoining ;  but  it 
does  not  allege  any  right  to  such  support.  It  may  be  that 
the  plaintiff  holds  the  surface  with  only  a  qualified  right,  as 
in  the  case  of  Rotcbotham  v.  Wilson  (a).  In  Peyton  v.  The 
Mayor  of  London  (b)  the  declaration  was  held  bad,  because 
it  did  not  allege  that  the  plaintifis  were  entitled  to  have 
their  house  supported  by  the  defendant's  house,  and  did  not 
contain  any  allegation  from  which  a  title  to  such  support 
could  be  inferred  as  a  matter  of  law.   Gayford  v.  Nicholb(c) 

(a)  6  E.  &  B.  593.     In  error,  (b)  9  B.  &  C.  726. 

8  E.  &  B.  123.  (c)  9  Exch.  702. 
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is  an  authority  that,  unless  a  right  to  support  be  acquired,        1859. 
the  owner  of  the  soil  can  maintain  no  action  against  his      ^-^^r-^^ 

BiBBT 

neighbour  who  causes  damage  by  the  proper  exercise  of  v. 

Caktkr 

his  right.  [^ChanTiett,  B.,  referred  to  Dodd  v.  Holme  (a).] 
There  it  was  alleged  and  proved  that  the  defendant  so 
negligently,  unskilfully,  and  improperly  dug  his  own  soil 
that  the  plaintiff's  house  was  thereby  injured ;  and  although 
it  was  shewn  that  the  house  was  infirm,  and  could  only 
have  stood  a  few  months,  the  Court  said  that  the  defendant 
had  no  right  to  accelerate  its  fall.  [Martin^  B.,  referred  to 
Partridge  v.  JScott  (by]  That  decision,  with  others,  is  re- 
viewed in  Humphries  v.  Brogden  (c).  In  Chadmck  v, 
Trower  {d),  it  was  held  that  the  mere  circumstance  of 
JQXta-position  does  not  render  it  necessary  for  a  person,  who 
pulls  down  his  wall,  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  the 
owner  of  an  adjoining  wall  which  rests  upon  it — The  third 
count  is  also  bad.  It  states  that  the  plaintiff,  by  reason  of 
her  reversionary  interest,  was  entitled  to  have  the  messuage 
supported  laterally,  by  the  adjoining  land.  But  the  mere 
ownership  of  the  reversion  does  not  entitle  a  reversioner  to 
support  for  his  messuage. 

Brett^  contra. — The  second  count  is  good.  First,  there 
is  no  allegation  that  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  land;  he  must  therefore  be  taken  to  be  a  mere 
stranger  depriving  the  plaintiff  of  the  actual  support  of  her 
messuage  and  land.  Jeffries  v.  Williams  (e)  is  an  authority 
in  point  There  the  declaration  stated  that  certain  messu- 
ages and  closes  were  in  the  occupation  of  the  tenants  of  the 
plaintiff,  the  reversion  thereof  belonging  to  them ;  and  that 
the  defendant  so  wrongfully,  carelessly,  negligently,  and 
improperly,  and  without  leaving  any  proper  or  sufficient 

(a)  1  A.  &  E.  4.39  (d)  6  Bing.  N.  C.  1. 

(h)  8  M.  &  W.  220.  (e)  5  Exch.  792. 

(c)  12  Q.  B.  739.  750. 
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support,  worked  certain  mines,  and  dug  and  got  the  minerals 
out  of  the  mines  near  to  the  said  messuages  and  closes, 
whereby  the  foundations  of  the  messuages  were  injured, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  large  portions  of  the  buildings 
fell  down.  On  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  it  was  held 
that  the  declaration  was  good,  although  it  contained  no  aver- 
ment that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  have  the  messuages 
supported  by  the  soil  under  which  the  defendant  got  the 
mines ;  for  as  it  was  neither  alleged,  nor  could  be  inferred, 
that  the  soil  in  which  the  mines  were,  was  the  defendant's, 
or  that  the  defendant  had  all  the  right  to  get  the  mines, 
which  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  soil  had,  the  defendant 
was  prima  facie  a  wrong-doer;  and  therefore,  as  against 
him,  the  declaration  disclosed  a  sufficient  title.  In  this 
case,  if  the  defendant  relies  on  the  circumstance  of  hb 
being  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  he  should  have 
pleaded  that  fact.  Secondly,  assuming  that  the  defendant 
is  not  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  the  count  alleges  that  he 
negligently  dug  and  made  the  excavations;  therefore  hfor- 
tiori  it  is  good,  for  it  charges  negligence  by  a  stranger. 
Trower  v.  Chndwick  (a)  shews  that  is  a  good  ground  of 
action  that,  by  reason  of  negligence  and  carelessness  in  the 
exercise  of  the  defendant's  rights,  the  plaintiff's  rights  were 
injured.  The  same  doctrine  was  laid  down  in  Dodd  v. 
Holme  (b)  and  Vaughan  v.  Menlove  (c).  Wyaft  v.  Harri- 
son (d)  in  effect  supports  this  proposition,  for  there  the 
allegation  in  the  count  which  was  demurred  to  was,  not 
that  the  defendant  dug  negligently^  but  that  he  dug  so  near 
to  the  plaintiff's  house  that  it  gave  way.  [Martin^  B. — I 
never  could  understand  that  case.  I  should  have  consi- 
dered the  digging  "  negligently  and  so  near  the  plaintiffs 
house "  as  being  one  and  the  same  act.]     The  authorities 

(a)  3  Bing.  N.   C.   334.      In  (c)  3  Ring.  N.  C.  469. 

error,  6  Bing.  N.  C.  1 .  (d)  3  B.  &  Adol.  S71. 

(h)  1  A.  &  E.  493. 
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relied  on  only  shew  that  the  adjacent  owner  may  have  a 
right  to  support  for  the  natural  soil,  but  not  if  he  puts 
a  house  upon  it.     Here  the  maxim  applies,  '^sic  utere  tuo  v- 

ut  alienum  non  lasdas."  The  third  count  is  good,  for  the 
same  reasons. 

Milwardy  in  reply. — The  second  count  charges  not  merely 
a  digging,  but  a  digging  without  sufficient  shoring ;  there- 
fore it  shews  that  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  the  land* 
[Pollock^  C.  B. —  The  point  was  expressly  decided  in  Jef- 
fries V.  Williams  (a).]  This  case  is  distinguishable,  because 
the  mode  in  which  the  wrongful  act  is  alleged  shews  that 
the  defendant  was  owner. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  satisfied  that  the  second  count  is 
good.  On  the  authority  of  Jeffries  v.  Williams^  the  defend- 
ant must  be  taken  to  be  a  mere  stranger,  and  therefore 
liable  to  an  action.  The  third  count  is  also  good  ;  and  our 
judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  inclined  to  be  of  the  same  opinion. 
This  case  is  another  example  of  how  much  better  it  would 
be  if  parties  would  plead  so  as  to  state  what  they  really 
mean. 

Watson,  B. — The  law  has  been  distinctly  laid  down  in 
the  case  of  Jeffries  v.  Williams^  and  it  would  be  mischievous 
to  disturb  it.  We  ought  not  to  leave  matters  at  large  where 
there  have  been  decided  cases,  but  abide  by  them. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  both  counts 

are  good. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 

(a)  5  Exch.  792. 
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1859. 


Jan.  29. 

To  an  action 
for  a  libel  in  a 
newspaper, 
the  defendant 
pleaded,  under 
the  6  &  7  Vict. 
c.  96,  g.  2,  the 
insertion  of  a 
fall  apology 
and  pajment 
of  40«.  into 
Court.    The 
jury  having 
found  that  the 
apology  was 
not  sufficient, 
but  that  the 
40«.  paid  into 
Court  was 
sufficient  to 
cover  the 
damage,  the 
Judge  directed 
a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff, 
with  U.  dam- 
ages.—/TeU, 
that  the  plain- 
tiff was  de- 
prived of  costs, 
by  the  3  &  4 
Vict.  c.  24, 
s.  2. 

SembU,  that 
the  jury  should 
have  assessed 
the  damages 
irrespective  of 
the  40«.  paid 
into  Court,  and 
that  the  de- 
fendant was 
entitled  to  have 
such  sum 
returned  to 
him. 


Lafone  V.  Smith. 

LeOFRIC  temple  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  on 
the  defendant  to  shew  cause  why  the  Master  should  not 
tax  the  plaintiff  his  costs. 

The  action  was  for  a  libel  published  in  a  ne¥r8paper. 
The  defendant  pleaded,  under  the  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  96,  &  2, 
that  the  libel  was  inserted  without  actual  malice  and  without 
gross  negligence  in  the  publication  of  a  bona  fide  report  of 
the  proceedings  at  a  public  meetings  and  that,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  he  inserted  an  apology  for 
the  libel ;  and  he  brought  into  Court  40<.  by  way  of  amends 
for  the  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by  the  publication 
of  the  libel,  and  said  that  the  said  sum  was  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  plaintiff's  claim  in  respect  of  the  matter  pleaded 
to.  The  plaintiff  having  taken  issue  on  the  plea,  the  jury 
found  that  the  apology  was  sufficient  in  its  terms,  but  that 
the  type  should  have  been  larger  and  the  apology  inserted 
in  a  more  prominent  part  of  the  newspaper;  that  the  40<. 
paid  into  Court  was  sufficient  to  cover  the  actual  damage. 
Whereupon  the  learned  Judge  directed  the  entry  of  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  with  U.  damages  {a).  The  Master 
refused  to  tax  or  allow  any  costs  to  the  plaintiff. 

Blackburn  shewed  cause. — The  3  &  4  Vict,  c  24,  s.  2, 
enacts,  that  *^  K  the  plaintiff  in  any  action  of  trespass,  or 
of  trespass  on  the  case,  brought  or  to  be  brought  in  any  of 
her  Majesty's  Courts  at  Westminster,  &c.,  shall  recovery  by 
the  verdict  of  a  jury^  less  damages  than  forty  shillings,  such 
plaintiff  shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover  or  obtain  from  the 

(fl)  See  3  H.  &  N.  735. 
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defendanty  in  respect  of  such  verdict,  any  costs  whatever,"        1859. 
unless  the  Judfre  certifies  as  therein  mentioned.     The  de-       );^^^    ' 

°  ^  Lafonk 

fendant  has  got  41$,  but  he  did  not  recover  it  by  the  verdict  ». 

,  Smith. 

of  the  jury.  The  object  of  the  Act  was  to  prevent  a  plain- 
tiff putting  a  defendant  to  the  expense  of  a  trial  where  the 
damages  to  be  recovered  would  be  so  small  as  not  to  amount 
to  40s.  In  Reid  v.  Ashby  (a),  it  was  held  that  this  statute 
applied  to  a  case  where  the  plaintiff  having  proceeded  after 
the  defendant  bad  paid  into  Court  50/.,  recovered  20«.  in 
addition.  It.  was  urged  that  the  plaintiff  had  recovered  51/. 
in  the  action,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  statute  to 
take  away  his  right  to  full  costs:  that  the  construction 
contended  for  would  in  all  cases  enable  a  defendant,  by 
paying  money  into  Court,  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his 
legitimate  damages.  The  Court,  admitting  that  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  their  decision,  held  themselves  bound  bv  the 
words  of  the  Act.  [CAanne//,  B. — Here  the  jury  did  not 
award  any  damages  to  the  plaintiff;  therefore  the  case 
resembles  Newton  v.  Rowe  (&).] 

Ltcofric  Temple^  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  plaintiff's 
right  to  costs  upon  the  plea  of  payment  into  Court  depends 
upon  the  6  &  7  Vict,  c  96,  s.  2.  [Pollock,  C,  B,— That 
statute  will  not  assist  the  plaintiff.  The  payment  into 
Court  was  conditional.  The  plea  not  being  proved,  the 
payment  into  Court  was  not  warranted  by  law,  and  the 
defendant  ought  to  have  his  money  back  again.  Damages 
should  have  been  assessed  wholly  irrespective  of  the  plea.] 

Per  Curiam  (c). — The  rule  must  be  discharged,  with 

costs. 

Rule  discharged,  with  costs. 

(«)  13  C.  B.  897.  (c)  PoUoc\y  C,  B.,  Mariin,  B., 

(6)  1  C.  B.  187.  WaUon,  B.,  and  Channell,  B. 
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1859. 


A  Company 
incorporated 
under  the 
Joint  Stock 
Companies 
Act,  185(>, 
issued  a  pro- 
spectus at  the 
foot  of  which 
was  a  printed 
form  of  appli- 
cation for 


subject  to  the  opinion  of  this  Court  upon  the  following 


Jan.  26.         ThE  NeW  BrUNSWICR  AND  CaNADA  RaILWAY  AND  LaND 

Company  (Limited)  v.  Muggeridoe. 

X  HE  declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant  was  indebted 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  1000/.  for  two  calls  of  2L  each  upon 
250  shares  in  the  Company,  whereof  at  the  time  of  making 
such  calls  the  defendant  was  the  holder,  and  which  calls 
were  duly  made  under  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Acts, 
1856,  1857. 

The  defendant  pleaded  (inter  alia) — That  he  was  not  the 

shares.    By  r  V  / 

the  prospectus    holder  of  the  shares. 

it  was  requested         ^,  /.  .  i  ,     /.         ^,  «   t»  t 

that  each  1  he  cause  came  on  for  trial  before  Channel^  1>.,  at  the 

in  filling  up  Middlesex  Sittings  after  last  Trinity  Term,  when  by  con- 
lutl'^f^V'hich^  sent  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  1030i  19*  2rf., 

class  of  shares 
he  applied, 
and  that  all 
applications 
must  be 
accompanied 

by  a  remittance  registered  and  incorporated  under  the  Joint  Stock  Com* 

of  2/.  per  share  .        .  ,0^/,    ,0*-^  j    1       /-i  .  • 

deposit  on  the    panies  Acts,  1856,  1857 ;  and  the  Company  was  registered 

number  of 
shares  applied 
for,  and  should 
less  number 
be  allotted  the 
amount  paid  in 
excess  would 
be  returned. 
The  defendant 

paid  into  the  bank  of  the  Company  6002!.,  and  filled  up  and  sent  to  the  directors  the  printed 
form  at  the  foot  of  the  prospectus  as  follows: — **  Gentlemen, — Having  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  bankers  of  the  Company  600/.,  I  request  you  will  allot  me  100  shares  of  Class  A,  200  shaief 
of  Class  B.  And  /  hereby  agree  to  aect^  gueh  §hare$f  or  any  lesM  nvmber,  that  may  be  allotted  to 
me,  and  to  pay  the  future  calls  thereon.**  The  directors  allotted  to  the  defendant  50  shares  of 
Class  A  ana  200  of  Class  B,  and  returned  him  100/.,  the  balance  of  his  deposit.  A  printed 
copy  of  the  memorandum  and  articles  of  association,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  form  of  memo- 
randum consenting  to  be  a  shareholder,  was  sent  to  the  defendant ;  but  it  was  not  tigned  by  him. 
The  defendant  had  notice  that  the  share  certificates  and  interest  warrants  were  ready,  and  h« 
requested  that  they  might  be  forwarded  to  him.  His  name  was  placed  on  the  register  of  share- 
holders for  the  shares  allotted  to  him.  In  an  action  for  calls  : — Held,  that  the  defendant  was 
not  a  shareholder  in  the  Company. 


case 


The  plaintiffs  were  a  Joint  Stock  Company  (Limited), 


under  those  Acts  on  the  25th  September,  1856,  and  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  incorporation  of  the  Company  was  duly  given 
on  that  day. 

In  July,  1856,  several  persons  subscribed  their  names  to 
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a  memorandum  of  association  in  the  form  required  by  the        1859. 
19  &  20  Vict  c.  47,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  above       ^^^^ 
mentioned  Company.    On  this  memorandum  were  indorsed    Bkcxswick 


AND 


articles  of  association  signed  by  the  subscribers  to  the  said       Canada 

Railway  Co. 
memorandum,   prescribing  regulations  for  the  Company.  9. 

But  for  the  purpose  of  this  case  it  may  be  considered  that 

these  articles  did  not,   except  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 

extend  to   modify  the  regulations  contained  in  the  table 

marked  B.  in  the  schedule  to  the  last  mentioned  Act 

The  capital  of  the  Company  was  by  the  memorandum  of 
association  fixed  at  800,0007.,  divided  into  40,000  shares  of 
20L  each ;  and  by  the  articles  of  association  these  shares 
were  divided  into  classes  called  A  shares,  B  shares  and 
C  shares.  The  articles  prescribed  that  calls  on  the  shares 
of  the  Company  might  be  made  at  such  times  as  the  direc- 
tors should  appoint,  but  that  no  calls  should  exceed  2L  per 
share,  or  be  made  at  shorter  intervals  than  three  months ; 
and  ten  gentlemen,  therein  named,  and  who  had  agreed  to 
take  the  necessary  number  of  shares  in  the  Company,  were 
by  the  said  articles  appointed  the  first  directors  of  the 
Company. 

In  July,  1856,  printed  prospectuses  were  issued,  by  the 

subscribers  to  the  said  memorandum  and  articles,  in  which 

the  capital,  and  number  of  shares,  and  the  objects  of  the 

Company,  and  other  particulars  were  stated ;  and  at  the  end 

thereof,  was  a  printed  form  of  application  for  shares  in  the 

Company.     By  these  prospectuses,  it  was  requested  that 

each  applicant,  in  filling  up  this  form,  would  state  for  which 

class  of  shares  he  applied ;  and  also  that  all  applications 

must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance  of  2L  per  share  deposit 

on  the  number  of  shares  applied  for;  and  that,  should  a  less 

number  be  allotted  than  were  applied  for,  the  amount  paid 

in  excess  would  be  returned.   The  names  of  the  ten  persons 

named  by  the  said  articles  of  association  as  the  directors  of 

VOL.  IV. — N.  8.  M  EXGH. 
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1859.        ^^^  Company  were  published  in  the  prospectus  as  sndi 
^"^y^"^     directors. 

Nbw 
Brunswick        One  of  these  prospectuses,  in  the  month  of  July,  1856, 

Canxda      came  to  the  hands  of  the  defendant;  and  on  the  19tbof 
e.       '  that  month,  he  paid  to  the  directors  of  the  Company  60(M1, 
vooniDOE.  j^y  ^  cheque  drawn  by  him  for  that  amount  upon  the  Bank 
of  London. 

A  receipt,  dated  the  19th  July,  1856,  was  given,  to  the 
defendant,  by  the  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  for  the  said  sum 
of  6002L,  as  money  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  ten 
persons  named  therein,  and  who  were  the  said  parties 
mentioned  in  the  said  articles  of  association,  and  also  in 
the  said  prospectus,  as  directors  of  the  Company. 

On  the  same  day,  and  after  making  this  payment,  the 
defendant  filled  up,  and  sent  to  the  directors  of  the  said 
Company,  the  form  of  receipt  printed  ^t  the  foot  of  the 
prospectus  he  had  received.  This  form,  when  thus  filled 
up  and  sent,  was  as  follows,  and  was  signed  by  the  de- 
fendant. 

'*  Form  of  Application  for  Shares. 

*^  To  the  directors  of  the  New  Brunswick  and  Canada 
Railway  and  Land  Company. 

"  Gentlemen — Having  paid  into  the  hands  of  Messrs. 

(Bank  of  London),  the  bankers  of  the  proposed  Company, 

the  sum  of  600/.,  I  request  you  will  allot  me  100  shares  of 

Class  A,  200  shares  of  Class  B,  in  the  said  undertaking. 

And  I  hereby  agree  to  accept  such  shares  or  any  left 

number  that  may  be  allotted  to  me,  and  to  pay  the  future 

calls  thereon. 

"  Signature,     W.  Muggeridge, 

**  Profession,    Com  Merchant, 

"  Residence,    3,    Fowkes    Buildings, 

Gt.  Tower  St.,  City.'' 

On  the  24th  July,  1856,  a  meeting  of  the  directon  of 
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the  CompaDj  was  held,  at  which  50  A  class  shares  and        1869. 
200  B  class  shares  were  allotted  to  the  defendant ;  and  on      **^^~*^^ 

New 

the  same  day  a  letter  was,  by  order  of  the  Board,  sent  to    Bbunswiok 

AND 

the  defendant,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy.  Canada 

Bailwat  Co. 
''London,  26  Parliament  St.,  Westminster.  «. 

To  Wm,  Muggeridge,  Esq.,  "29th  July,  1856. 

3,  Fowkes  Buildings,  Gt  Tower  St. 

^The  New  Brunswick  and  Canada  Railway  and  Land 

Company  (Limited). 

« Sir — In  pursuance  of  your  application,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  to  inform  you  that  50  A  class  and  200  B  class 
shares  have  been  allotted  to  you,  upon  which  the  deposit  is 
500L ;  and  I  enclose  you  a  crossed  cheque  for  the  balance 
of  your  deposit  as  below,  the  receipt  of  which  I  shall  be 
obliged  by  your  acknowledging. 

"  I  am  Your  obedt  Servt, 

«  J.  W.  Byrne,  Secy. 

*' Deposit  paid  into  Company's  Bankers £600 

**  Deposit  on  shares  allotted  500 

"To  be  returned £100.'' 

In  this  letter  was  enclosed  a  cheque  on  the  said  Bank  of 
London  in  favour  of  the  defendant  for  100/.,  and  which 
sum  he  duly  received.  The  defendant  retained  the  last 
mentioned  letter,  which  was  never  returned  to  the  Com- 
pany. 

On  the  14th  August,  1856,  a  printed  copy  of  the  memo- 
randum and  articles  of  association,  at  the  foot  of  which  was 
appended  a  form  of  memorandum  (a)  of  consent  to  be  a 

(a)  The  form  of  memorandum  wick  and  Canada  Bailwaj  Com- 

wbidi  waa  appended  to  the  caae  panj,  and  I  consent  to  be  regis- 

waa  aa  follows : —  tered  as  such  shareholder  accord- 

**  I  of  hereby  accept  inglj  in   the  register  of  share- 

shares  in  the  New  firuna-  holders  of  the  Company.** 

M  2 
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1869.        shareholder,  was  forwarded  bj  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
^^^        pany>  to  the  defendant  s  address,  and  was  never  returned, 
Brunswick        On  the  2nd  March,  1857,  a  printed  notice  was  sent,  by 

AND  ^  " 

Canada      the  secretary  of  the  Company,  to  the  defendant,  stating 

0.  that  the  share  certificates  were  ready  for  delivery,  and  that 

'  the  scrip  must  be  lodged,  for  registration,  at  the  offices  of 

the  Company,  one  week  previous  to  transmitting  the  share 

certificates;  and  on   the  30th  April,  1857,  the  following 

letter  was  sent  to  the  defendant  by  the  said  secretary. 

*^  The  New  Brunswick  and  Canada  Railway  and  Land 

Company  (Limited). 

**  5,  Whitehall,  S.  W.,  30th  April,  1857. 

"  Sir — The  warrant  for  the  interest  due  on  your  shares 
is  lying  here,  waiting  the  exchange  of  your  scrip  for  th^ 
share  certificate. 

^'  If  you   have  mislaid  your  scrip,  you  can  send   th^ 
bankers'  receipt  for  deposit,  and  letter  of  allotment  alon 
with  the  articles  of  association  signed,  and  I  will  forwarc3> 
you  in  exchange  the  interest  warrant  and  share  certificate. 

**  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedt  Servt, 

"  Wm.  Muggeridge,  Esq,,  •'  J.  W.  Byrne,  Secy. 

«3,  Fowkes  Buildings,  Gt.  Tower  St,  E.  C." 

On  the  13th  May,  1857,  the  secretary  of  the  Company 
received  from  the  defendant  a  letter  (without  date)  signed 
by  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  and  in  which  wad 
enclosed  the  bankers'  receipt  hereinbefore  mentioned  for 
the  GOOil  paid  by  the  defendant 

"  3,  Fowkes  Buildings,  Gt  Tower  St,  City,  E.  C. 

"  Sir — Herewith  I  enclose  you  bankers'  receipt  for  600/1, 
being  the  only  document  I  possess  relative  to  the  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada  Railway  and  Land  Company,  and 


V. 
MUGOVBIDOS. 
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shall  feel  obliged  by  your  forwarding  me  interest  warrant 
and  share  certificates. 

New 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedt.  Servt.,  Bbunswick 

_  AND 

"  J.  W.  Byrne,  Esq.,  Secy.  "  W.  Muggeridge,         Canada 

"  New  Brunswick  and  Canada  Railway  Company." 

To  this  letter  the  secretary  of  the  Company,  on  the  15  th 
May,  1857,  wrote  and  sent  the  following  reply,  enclosing  a 
printed  copy  of  the  said  articles  of  association. 

"  New  Brunswick  and  Canada  Railway  and  Land  Company 

(Limited). 
"Offices,  5,  Whitehall,  15th  May,  1857. 
"Sir  —  Your  letter  without  date,  enclosing  bankers' 
receipt  for  600^,  the  deposit  on  your  shares  allotted  to  you 
in  this  undertaking,  is  to  hand.  I  beg  to  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  the  articles  of  association  for  your  signature,  upon 
the  receipt  of  which  I  will  forward  to  you  the  share  certifi- 
cates and  interest  warrants. 

«  Yours  faithfully, 

"  Wm.  Muggeridge,  Esq.  "  J.  W.  Byrne." 

On  the  10th  June,  1857,  the  secretary  of  the  Company 
forwarded  to  the  defendant  a  printed  notice,  that  the  first 
ordinary  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Com- 
pany would  be  held  at  a  place  therein  mentioned  on  the 
30th  June  then  instant. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  said  time  and  place,  and 
the  register  of  shareholders  in  the  Company  was  then  pro- 
duced and  the  common  seal  of  the  Company  affixed  thereto, 
and  the  register  signed  by  the  chairman.  The  defendant 
was  inserted  and  described  in  this  register,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  such  sealing  and  signing  thereof,  as  the  holder 
of  50  A  shares  and  200  B  shares  in  the  said  Company. 

(The  case  then  stated  the  making  of  the  calls,  and  that 
notice  thereof  was  given  to  the  defendant.) 

The  defendant  did  not  pay  either  of  the  said  calls. 
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1859.  The  defendant  did  not  sign  the  memorandum  or  aitidea 

of  association^  or  the  above  mentioned  form  of  memorandum 
Bbuivswiok    consenting  to  be  a  shareholder  appended  thereto,  or  any 
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Canada      other  document  than  is  hereinbefore  mentioned  as  havmg 
BailwatCo.    ,  ,  ,      1  . 

9,  been  signed  by  him. 

The  Court  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  any  inference  of 
fact  which  a  jury  would  be  at  liberty  to  do  upon  the  fects 
above  stated. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether 
the  plaintifis  are  entitled  to  recover  in  this  action.  If  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  they  are  so  entitled,  the 
verdict  b  to  stand.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  a  contrary 
opinioui  judgment  of  nonsuit  is  to  be  entered. 

Phipson^  for  the  plaintifls. — The  question  is,  whether  the 
defendant  b  a  shareholder  in  the  Company.  That  depends 
on  whether  a  person  who  applies  for  shares  by  a  writing 
in  which  he  agrees  to  accept  any  number  which  may  be 
allotted  to  him,  but  signs  no  other  document  testifying  his 
acceptance,  becomes  a  shareholder  with  reference  to  the 
Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  1856  (19  &  20  Vict  c.  47). 
By  the  Schedule  of  that  Act,  Table  B.  (1),  *'No  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  accepted  any  share  in  the  Com- 
pany unless  he  has  testified  his  acceptance  thereof  by 
writing  under  his  hand,  in  such  form  as  the  Company 
from  time  to  time  directs."  The  19th  section  provides  that 
<'  every  person  who  has  accepted  any  share  in  a  Company 
registered  under  this  Act,  and  whose  name  is  entered  in 
the  register  of  shareholders,  and  no  other  person  (except  a 
subscriber  to  the  memorandum  of  association  in  respect  of 
the  shares  subscribed  for  by  him),  shall  for  the  purposes  ct 
this  Act  be  deemed  to  be  a  shareholder.'*  Therefore,  if 
the  party  has  not  signed  the  memorandum  of  aMociatioD, 
he  must  have  accepted  the  shares  and  his  name  must  be 
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on   the  register  of  shareholders.     Here  the  defendant's        1959. 
name  was  on  the  register  of  shareholders,  and  .the  only 


New 


question   is  whether  he  has  accepted  the  shares.     The    Bbunbwick 


AMD 


Company  issued  a  prospectus  offering  shares  to  the  public       Canada 
on  the  terms  of  their  filling  up  the  prescribed  form  and  ». 

paying  a  deposit     The  defendant  paid  the  deposit  and  ^'^■»'«»»- 
filled  up  the  form,  whereby  he  agreed  to  accept  the  shares 
applied  for  or  any  less  number  that  might  be  allotted  to 
him.     He  has  therefore  'testified  his  acceptance  thereof 
by  writing  under  his  hand,"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Schedule,  Table  B.  (1).     [Watson,  B.— He  must   testify 
his  acceptance  'Mn  such  form  as  the  Company  from  time 
to  time  direct"    The  Company  sent  him  their  form  of 
memorandum  of  consent  to  be  a  shareholder,  but  he  never 
signed  it.     Martin,  B. — It  is  like  the  Statute  of  Frauds : 
the  legislature  has  said  that  a  person  shall  not  be  a  share- 
bolder  unless  he  has  done  certain  acts.]     The  defendant 
sent  in  bis  bankers'  receipt  and  applied  for  his  interest 
warrant  and  share  certificates :  the  Company  promised  to 
forward  them  on  his  signing  the  articles  of  association.  Sup* 
poee  the  defendant  had  signed  and  returned  it  with  the  me- 
morandum of  consent  to  be  a  shareholder  torn  off.   [Martin, 
B. — That  would  not  da     You  seek  to  make  the  defendant 
liable  on  a  parol  contract.]     Unless  the  agreement  con- 
tained in  the  form  of  application  is  an  acceptance,  it  might 
happen  that,  after  all  the  shares  were  allotted  and  the 
deposits  paid,  the  applicants  would  refuse  to  sign  any  other 
document  and  the  Company  would  be  at  an  end.   [Mariinf 
B. — The  words  of  the  Act  are,  ^'no  person  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  accepted  any  share,"  that  is,  no  matter  what  he  has 
done,  **  unless  he  has  testified  his  acceptance  thereof  by 
writing  under  his  hand,  in  such  form  as  the  Company  from 
time  to  time  directs."    The  defendant  has  never  done  so.] 
— He  also  referred  to  sections  7,  9  and  13. 
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1869.  ^Ide  (with  whom  was  Vernon  Harcourt)^  for  the  dc- 

fendanty  was  not  called  upon  to  argue. — He  referred  to  The 
Brunswick     Waterford^  Wexford^  IVicklow  and  DtAlin  RaUway  Company 


New 


AND 


Canada        V.  Pidcock{a). 
Bailwat  Co. 


9. 

MUGOEBIDOI, 


Per   Curiam  (i). — There    must  be  judgment  for  the 
defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant 

(a)  8  Exch.  279. 

(h)  Pollock,  C.  B.,  MarHn,  B.,  Watton,  B.,  and  ChaameU,  B. 


•^""*^^'  Phillips  and  Others  r.  Clift. 

JnTindelTure  C  OVEN  ANT.  — The  declaration  stated   that  on  28th 

of  «pprentice-  October,  1854,  an  indenture  of  apprenticeship  was  made 

breach  of  co-  and  entered  into,  and  to  which  the  plaintifis  and  the  de- 

▼enant  by  the 

master  in  not  fendant  and  one   W.  Rjde  were  parties ;  and  by  which 

apprentice  and  indenture   it  was  witnessed   that  William  Ryde,  therein 

whhVoof  and  described  as  aged  fifteen  years  or  thereabouts,  son  of  Sarah 

defendant  *  Rj^e,  of  &c.,  widow,  with  the  consent  of  his  mother,  did  put 

pleaded  that  himself  apprentice  to  the  defendant,  therein  described  as 

the  apprentice  ^^                                                   ^ 

conducted  Joseph  Clift,  of  &c,   chemist,   and  with   him,  after  the 

bimgelf  in  80 

dishonest  a  manner  of  an  apprentice,  to  serve  from  the  SOth  August 

manner  in  the 

defendant's  then   last   for   the   term  of  four  years  and   one  half  of 

defrauded  and  another  year,  during  which  term  the  said  apprentice  his 

defendant!  so  ^^^^i"  faithfully  should  scrve,  his  secrets  keep,  his  lawful 

unwfe fiw^^e*  commands  gladly   do;  he  should   do  no  damage   to  his 

defendant  to  master  nor  see  it  to  be  done  by  others,  but  to  his  power 

continue  bim  j               ^                         i 
in  his  service, 

whereupon  the  defendant  dismiraed  him. — Held,  on  demurrer,  that  the  covenants  in  the  indenture 
were  independent  covenants,  and  consequently  the  plea  was  bad. 

An  allegation  that  a  party  covenanted  by  *'  indenture,**  imports  that  the  covenant  was  under 
seal. 
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should  let  or  forthwith  give  warning  to  his  master  of  the        1869. 
same;  he  should  not  waste  the  goods  of  his  master,  nor      t^^""*^^ 
lend  them  unlawfully  to  any ;  he  should  not  play  at  cards  «• 

or  dice  or  any  unlawful  games,  whereby  his  master  might 
have  any  loss,  with  his  own  goods  or  others*  during  the 
term  without  the  license  of  his  master ;  he  should  neither 
buy  nor  sell;  he  should  not  haunt  taverns,  alehouses  or 
play-houses,  nor  absent  himself  from  his  master's  service 
day  or  night  unlawfully;  but  in  all  things  as  a  faithful 
apprentice  he  should  behave  himself  towards  his  master 
and  all  his  during  the  term :   and  the  defendant,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  sum  of  99/.  19i.,  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the 
plainti£&  as  therein  mentioned,  did  thereby  covenant  with 
Sarah  Ryde,  and  also  as  a  separate  covenant  with  and  to 
the  plaintifis,  that  he,  the  defendant,  his  apprentice  in  the 
art  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  which  he  then  carried  on, 
by  the  best  means  that  he  could,  should  teach  and  instruct, 
or  cause  to  be  taught  and  instructed,  during  the  term ;  and 
would,  during   the  term,  at  his  own  charge  provide  for 
William  Ryde  proper  and  sufficient  meat,  drink  and  lodg- 
ing: and  for  the  true  performance  of  all  and  every  the 
said  covenants  and  agreements  either  of  the  said  parties 
thereto  bound  himself,  herself  and  themselves  unto  the 
other  and  others  of  them  by  the  said  indenture. — Aver- 
ments: that  the  said  William  Ryde  entered  and  the  defend- 
ant received  him  into  his  service :  that  the  plaintiffs  and 
Sarah  Ryde  had  done- and  performed  all  things  to  be  done 
and  performed  &c.  to  entitle  them  to  a  performance  by  the 
defendant  of  his  covenants. — Breach:  that  the  defendant  did 
not,  nor  would,  the  said  William  Ryde  in  the  art  of  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  which  the  defendant  carried  on,  by  the  best 
means  that  he  could,  teach  and  instruct,  or  cause  to  be 
taught  and  instructed,  during  the  term ;  nor  did,  nor  would, 
the  defedtlanty-during  the  term,  at  his  own  charge  provide 


d 


170 


EXCKEQURR   REPOBTB. 

for  William  Ryde  proper  and  sufficient  meat,  drink  and 
lodging,  and  dismissed  and  discharged  him  from  hia  service^ 
and  would  no  longer  permit  him  to  remain  therein,  &c. 

Plea :  —That  after  the  making  of  the  indenture  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  and  after  William  Bjde  entered 
into  the  service  of  the  defendant,  William  Rjde  did  no^ 
according  to  the  covenants  of  the  indenture,  faithfully  serve 
the  defendant  as  a  faithful  apprentice,  but,  on  the  contrary 
thereof,  conducted  himself  in  so  improper  and  unfUthfbl 
and  dishonest  a  manner  in  the  defendapt's  said  businesii 
and  defrauded  and  robbed  the  defendant,  so  that  it  became 
unsafe  for  the  defendant  to  continue  the  said  William  Ryde 
in  his  service,  or  to  continue  to  instruct  him  in  his  buanesi^ 
or  to  permit  him  to  reside  or  remain  with  the  defendant: 
whereupon,  as  he  lawfully  might,  he  dismissed  him  from 
his  service  and  refused  any  longer  to  permit  him  to  remain 
therein,  or  to  instruct  him  in  his  business,  or  to  proyide 
for  him  any  longer  meat,  drink  imd  lodging. 

Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

No  one  appeared  to  support  the  demurrer. 

Vernon  Harcourt^  in  support  of  the  plea. — The  demurrer 
is  founded  on  the  authority  of  Winstane  v.  lAnn  {a\  where 
it  was  held  that  the  covenants  in  an  indenture  of  appren- 
ticeship are  independent  covenants,  and  consequently  that 
acts  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  are  no 
answer  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  covenant  by  the 
master  to  instruct  and  maintain  the  apprentice.  There, 
however,  the  misconduct  of  the  apprentice  consisted  in  hii 
leaving  his  master*s  service,  and  though  he  afterwaids 
returned  and  offered  to  serve  during  the  residue  of  the 
term,  his  master  refused  to  receive  him.  It  is  conceded 
that  it  ie  not  every  breach  of  covenant  which  will  justify  a 

(fl)  1  B.  &  C.  460. 
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master  in  dismiBsiog  bis  apprentice;  but  tbe  case  is  dif- 
ferent wbere  the  covenant  wbicb  is  broken  goes  to  the  very 
essence  of  the  contract.     Thus,  in  Wise  v.  Wihan  (a),  Lord 
Denman^  C*  J.,  ruled  that,  where  a  young  man  seventeen 
years  old  was  placed  with  a  surgeon  as  pupil  and  assbtant, 
if  he  on  some  occasions  came  home  intoxicated,  that  abne 
would  not  justify  the  surgeon  in  dismissing  him.     But  if, 
by  employing  the  shop  boy  to  compound  the  medicines,  he 
occasioned  real  danger  to  the  surgeon's  practice,  that  would 
be  a  sufficient  justification  for  his  dismissal   If  the  law  were 
otherwise  this  consequence  would  follow,  that  though  the 
apprentice  committed  a  felony  and  was  sentenced  to  penal 
senritude,  his  master  would  nevertheless  be  bound  to  receive 
him  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.     Here  the  plea  avers 
that  the  apprentice  defrauded  and  robbed  the  defendant, 
so  that  it  became  unsafe  for  the  defendant  to  continue  him 
in  his  service.     The  reasons  upon  which  the  decision  in 
Winstane  v.  Lbm  proceeded  have  no  application  to  such 
a  case.     IChanmllf  B. — The  question  is,  whether  the  cove- 
nants are  dependent  or  independent.]    ^*  Where  a  covenant 
goes  only  to  part  of  the  consideration  on  both  sides,  and  a 
breach  of  such  covenant  may  be  paid  for  in  damages,  it  is 
an  independent  covenant,  and  an  action  may  be  maintained 
for  a  breach  of  the  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
without  averring  performance  in  the  declaration"  (6).   That 
role  was  fully  considered  in  the  case  of  JEUen  v.  Topp  (c), 
where  an  infimt  was  placed  by  his  father  as  apprentice  to  a 
master,  who  was  described  in  the  indenture  as  an  *^  auc- 
tioneer, appraiser  and  com  factor,  to  learn  his  art,  and  with 
him  after  the  manner  of  an  apprentice  to  serve."    The 
master  relinquished  his  trade  of  com  factor,  whereupon  the 
apprentice  absented  himself  from  his  master's  service;  and 

(a)  1  C.  &  K.  662.  (b)  1  Wms.  Saund.  820  c. 

(c)  6  Exch.  424. 
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it  was  held  that  the  relinquishment  by  the  master  of  his  trade 
of  corn  factor  was  a  good  answer  to  an  action  by  him  against 
^  ••  the  father  for  the  desertion  of  the  apprentice.     That  ded- 

sion  proceeds  on  the  ground  that  the  oUigatioD  to  serve  was 
dependent  on  the  corresponding  obligation  to  ieaA  as  an 
apprentiety  and  that  if  the  master  was  not  ready  to  teach  in 
the  very  trade  which  he  had  stipukted  to  teach,  the  appren- 
tice was  not  bound  to  serve.  So  here,  the  covenant  of  the 
master  b  dependent  on  the  good  conduct  of  the  mpprentice. 
It  would  seem  from  the  case  cS Mercer  v.  WkaU{a\  that  actsof 
misconduct  will  justiiV  an  attoinev  in  diachaiging  his  artided 
clerk ;  and  there  b  no  real  distinctKNi  between  the  case  of 
an  articled  clerk  and  an  apprentice.  [CkfomMett^  & — fVm 
V.  ffUsom  (b)  was  the  case  of  an  agrcerocnty  not  «  covenant 
under  seal]  Atkhumk  t.  SmA  {c)  shews  that  there  is  do 
diderence  in  that  respect.  Besides^  the  dedanuioo  does  not 
state  that  the  contract  w»  under  seaL  [Alfadl,  C  B.— 
It  states  that  it  w«s  bv  imkmtmre^  and  that  is  saffidcnt.] — 
He  also  referred  to  the  note  to  Cmiter  v.  Bmdl(dy 

Pollock.  C.  BL — We  are  all  of  opinioo  that  the  plea 
is  bud.     I  lio  ::oc  think  it  aecesarr  cd  express  any  opinion 

as  to  whac  wv>uld  be  the  edSecc  of  an  allc^adoa  in  the  plea, 
choc  che  appreftcio*  hsid  been  xniltr  of  a  <^n""»T  stcahng^ 
or  hdd  be«n  actually  convicted  and  sodered  panishinenl, 
&Y  this  piett  slle^es  xKttho'  die  one  our  dfee  ocher.  The 
ptett  c^nctainly  does  not  dulew  a  teioaions  ^-»fcTt»g^  ^  ■Itk^p^ 
:c  :$taci»  choc  die  sppreacic^  **  Jeinaued  and  robbed'  the 
v^^ifmisuic*  sxac  dues  aoc  aecessarliT  imourt  a  tieloov;.  The 
v^uescoo  :hen  i&  woecher  we  jre  aoc  bound  bv  the  aachori- 
ues>  imi  woircier  :ita*  siiscomiucc  af  die  apprencace  is  anj 
joswt*r  :u  :bis»  jcuoq.     I  im  jf  ariniuo  dxac  k  is 


.1     :  v.*.  &  i  >«.i  .  r  i  :hbiui'«  Libm.  CaiL  II. 
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Martin^  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  ques- 
tion arises,  not  upon  pleading,  but  upon  an  indenture 
executed  by  the  defendant ;   and  if  he  has  entered  into        ^  **• 

^  Cliff* 

an  improvident  bargain,  he  must  suffer  the  consequences. 
It  is  indeed  argued,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
contract  was  by  deed;  but  it  is  stated  that  the  plaintiff 
covenanted  by  indenture;  and  the  term  "indenture"  means 
an  instrument  under  seal  In  Co.  Litt.  s.  370,  and  some 
following  sections.  Lord  Coke  treats  of  an  indenture,  or 
deed  indented,  as  distinguished  from  a  deed  poll ;  and  the 
same  will  be  found  in  Shep.  Touch,  p.  50.  What  then 
18  the  contract  here  ?  The  friends  of  the  apprentice  con- 
tract that  he  shall  faithfully  serve  his  master  for  a  certain 
term,  his  secrets  keep  and  his  lawful  commands  obey,  &c. ; 
and  the  defendant,  in  consideration  of  99/.  19i.  to  be  paid 
to  him,  covenants  with  them  that  he  will  teach  the  appren- 
tice the  art  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  and  provide  him  with 
meat,  drink,  and  lodging,  &c.  The  defendant  has  abso- 
lutely covenanted  under  seal  that  he  will  do  those  things, 
and  he  roust  therefore  do  them. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  has  long 
been  considered  that  the  covenants  in  a  deed  of  apprentice- 
ship are  independent  covenants.  There  are  several  deci- 
sions to  that  effect ;  and  if  we  look  at  the  terms  of  the  inden- 
tare,  it  is  obvious  that  it  must  be  so.  The  master  on  the 
one  hand  is  to  teach  the  apprentice  and  de  die  in  diem  to 
provide  him  with  food ;  on  the  other  hand  certain  coven- 
ants are  entered  into  by  the  friends  of  the  apprentice.  In 
the  simple  relation  of  master  and  servant,  the  servant  is 
bound  to  obey  all  the  lawful  commands  of  his  master,  and 
if  he  commits  any  unlawful  act  the  master  may  dismiss 
him.  But  if  an  apprentice  mbbehaves  himself  the  master  has 
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1859.  ^  power  of  conecting  him  br  peraooal  rhMfiiPinent(a), 
prorided  it  be  moderate ;  and  the  whole  cootiol  as  r^aidi 
his  morals  is  also  with  the  master.  Here  the  plea  alleges 
that  the  apprentice  defiraoded  and  robbed  the  defendant^  so 
that  it  was  unsafe  for  the  defimdant  to  keep  him  any  loogeTi 
I  do  not  know  what  that  means.  The  apprentioe  may  haft 
taken  sweetmeats  from  a  jar,  or  a  shilling  from  the  till,  far 
which  oBeocta  he  might  be  collected  by  penonal  rhairisp* 
ment  or  kept  in  confinement,  hot  the  mlfr  faaa  no  fi|^ 
to  disBolTC  the  contract. 

Chaxxbll,  B. — ^I  am  also  of  opinioo  that  the  plainfift 
are  entided  to  jndgmenL  The  demuirer  proeeeda  on  die 
andioritj  of  fKmtiome  t.  Ltam  {i\  and  I  cannol  distingoiih 
that  case  from  the  preaenL  IpresamethatthepleftisfiNmded 
on  the  c»e  of  ffue  t.  Rlbm  »;  not  that  it  is 
that  one  act  of  nuscoodoct  would  entitle  the  master  to 
the  apprentice ;  for  the  plea  alleges  seicral  acts»  and  that  it 
became  onsafe  for  the  defendant  to  eoniinop  the  apprentice 
in  his  senrice.  Widi  respect  to  the  case  of  HFiw  ▼.  WSbtm^ 
in  the  first  place  what  fell  from  Lord  Demmam^  C.  J.,  con- 
finns  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Wiukmt  t.  Xiaa  as  appli- 
cable to  an  apprentice,  far  he  treated  the  case  aa  one  of 
a  mixed  character,  between  that  of  an  apprentioe  and  s 
serrant;  and  diere  is  nothing  of  diat  kind  here.  Sccopdly, 
in  that  case  the  plaintiff  obtained  die  verdict,  so  that  thsrt 
was  no  cpportunitT  far  btiugiug  the  mling  of  the  learned 
Judge  onder  the  ooosideratioo  of  the  Court  in  bane.  For 
these  reasons  ITisr  t.  WUtm  does  not  apply;  and  IRaitaw 
T.  Lum  has  been  fallowed  in  seicral  casesL 

Jodgmem  far  die  plaintifiL 

C«)  See  1  Bbck.  C«.  42$  :         (»>  I  R  &  C.  -Ml 
Fiti.  Xak  Brt.  !««.  \,€)  1  C  4  K.  CO. 
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Edwin  Uardon  and  John  Charleswortu,  Overseers  of      Jan.  15. 
the  Poor  for  the  time  being  of  the  Township  of  Stock- 
port^  V.  Lloyd  Hesketh  Bamford  IIesketh. 

X-IECLAR  ATION. — The  plaintiffs, overseers  for  the  time  The  defendint 
being  of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Stockport,  in  the  decesiorein 
county  of  Chester,  which  said  township  was  and  is  a  town-  JfJJ®  ^iSJfc 
ehip  having  separate  overseers  of  the  poor  and  maintaining  JlJ^eMw,'*^ 
its  own  poor  separately  (a),  sue  the  defendant  for  money  ?[®"**"^^ 
payable-  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintifis  as  such  overseers,  township  of  a, 

^  an  ftnnosi  tain 

for  the  defendant's  use,  by  the  plaintifis'  permission  as  such  of  62. 14«.  M,, 
overseers,  of  messuages  and  lands  of  the  plaintiffs  as  such  be  for  rent  for 
overseers  as  aforesaid ;  and  for  the  defendant's  use  for  divers,  i^"^°i,^tted 
to  wit,  twelve  years,  by  the  permission  of  the  respective  J^*J^®  ^ 


was  m 


overseers  for  the  time  being  of  the  poor  of  the  said  township,  R^'^^'*  **tof 
predecessors  in  office  of  the  plaintiffs,  of  messuages  and  which  Ae  rent 
lands  of  the  said  respective  overseers  for  and  on  behalf  they  were  not 

,  identified,  and 

of  such  township. — There  was  also  a  count  on  a  covenant  noeridencewaa 
for  payment  of  a  freehold  rent  charge  on  land  conveyed  extent  or  valae. 
in  fee  to  one  Davenport,  whose  estate  was  alleged  to  have  ^^uld  not  pro- 
come  to  the  defendant  in  fee  (b).  ^^^  ^^' 
Plea  (inter  alia):  Never  indebted. — Whereupon  issue  was  j^'^^n'which 
joined.  J  j«7  ^f^^ 

'  find  for  the 

At  the   trial,  before  Crowder^  J.,  at   the   last   Chester  pUinUffona 

count  for  ose 

assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  andoccnpation. 
the  arrears  of  a  rent  of  6/.  14i.  8(2.     The  plaintiffs'  counsel 
put  in  certain  interrogatories,  and  the  answers  to  them  by 
the  defendant,  which  were  as  follows: — 

**  I  am  by  myself  or  my  tenants  in  possession  of  certain 
lands,  in  or  near  to  Shaw  Heath,  Nangreave,  and  Cole 

(a)  See  59  Geo.  3,  c.  12,  88.  17.  35. 
(6)  See  Varley  y.  Leigh,  2  Ezch.  446 

VOL.  IV.— H.  8.  N 
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1859.        Green,  in  the  township  of  Stockport,  &c.     In  the  month 
^^'^^"^      of  February  1840,  and  in  each   preceding  year  between 
V.  that  year  and  1815,  I  paid  by  my  agents  a  yearly  sum  of 

6/.  145.  Sd.  to  the  overseer  or  assistant  overseer  for  the  time 
being  of  the  said  township.  I  believe  such  payment  was 
made  in  respect  of  some  part  or  parts  of  the  aforesaid  lands 
which  the  plaintifis  allied  was  or  were,  before  the  said 
lands  came  into  the  possession  of  those  whose  estate  I  now 
have,  common  lands  belonging  to  the  tovmship  of  Stockport 
I  paid  by  my  agents  the  said  yearly  sum  of  6L  I4s.  8^.,  for 
about  thirty-one  years,  till  1846.  I  am  at  present  in  posses- 
sion by  myself  or  my  tenants  of  the  lands  mentioned  in  my 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  and  such  possession  has 
not  been  determined  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  and  I  say 
that  my  father  did  precede  hie  in  the  possession  and  receipt 
of  rents  of  the  said  lands." 

The  defendant  had  also  been  examined  mvd  voce,  before 
a  Judge  at  Chambers,  under  the  53rd  section  of  the 
Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854.  In  the  course  of  this 
examination  (which  also  was  put  in  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintids)  he  said  that,  except  receipts  signed  on  behalf  of 
the  overseers  of  the  poor,  he  believed  he  had  not  in  his 
possession  or  power,  nor  did  he  know  anything  as  to  the 
custody  of  any  other  documents  relating  to  the  matters  in 
dispute  in  the  action.  He  further  stated: — ^*I  believe  that 
Davenport  was  my  predecessor  in  this  estate.  I  have  no 
deeds  relating  to  this  property :  none  whatever.  I  keep  my 
own  deeds.  I  say  I  believe  I  have  none,  because  none  are 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  deeds.  None  to  Mr.  Daven- 
port are  mentioned."  The  defendant  however  referred  the 
plaintifis  to  his  attorne}*,  Mr.  Boothroyd,  for  information  on 
this  point  The  plaintiffs'  attorney  proved  that  he  had  after- 
wards seen  Mr.  Boothroyd,  who  said  he  had  looked  over 
deeds  since  the  defendant's  examination.  On  being  asked 
if  any  of  the  deeds  so  examined  related  to  the  defendant's 
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property  at  Shaw  Heath,  Nangreave,  or  Cole  Green,  Booth- 
royd  said  that  he  objected  to  produce  those  deeds:  he 
would  produce  them  at  the  assizes  if  advised  by  counsel  v. 

Hesketh. 

to  do  so.  On  being  asked  if  there  were  any  chief  rents 
named  in  those  deeds,  he  refused  to  answer  the  question : 
he  said  **  the  deeds  will  speak  for  themselves  if  produced ; 
there  is  no  chief  rent  of  6/L  14i.  8dL  mentioned  in  any 
deed"  He  declined  to  say  whether  any  larger  chief  rent 
was  mentioned,  or  to  say  anything  further  on  the  subject 
Mr.  Boothroyd  produced  receipts  for  half-yearly  payments 
of  3/L  7i.  4ii  from  1827  to  1846 :  each  voucher  was  indorsed 
^  half  a  year's  rent  for  common  lands"  in  the  hand  vniting 
of  Mr.  Boothroyd.  The  overseers*  books,  from  1767  to  the 
present  time,  were  put  in,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
sum  of  ZL  7s.  4(2.  had  been  received  half-yearly  from  persons 
named  William  Bamford,  Robert  Bamford,  Lloyd  Hesketh, 
R.  Hesketh  (whom  the  defendant  in  his  examination  had 
admitted  to  be  his  predecessors  in  estate)  and  the  defendant, 
successively,  as  common  land  rents.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  plaintifis'  case,  the  defendant*s  counsel  submitted  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  and  the  learned 
Judge  being  of  that  opinion  the  plaintifis  were  nonsuited. 

Wehby^  in  last  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  rule  calling 
on  the  defendant  to  shew  cause  why  the  nonsuit  should  not 
be  set  aside  and  a  new  trial  had,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  in  support  of  the  first  count 
of  the  declaration. 

Grove  and  Hughei  now  shewed  cause. — Possibly  the  facts 
may  be  consistent  with  the  presumption  that  this  was  a  rent 
charge.  [Webby. — Before  the  59  Gea  3,  c.  12,  overseers 
had  no  power  to  convey  or  lease  lands.  Wation^  B. — 
Before  the  passing  of  that  Act,  parish  lands  were  usually 
vested  in  trustees  and  managed  by  the  overseers.]     The 
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lands  must  have  varied  in  value  in  the  long  period  daring 

which  this  sum  was  paid,  and  being  common  lands  and 

V-  the  payment  small  and  invariable  in  amount,  there  b  no 

Hesketh.  '   •^ 

presumption  that  the  money  was  paid  in  respect  of  rent  as 
between  landlord  and  tenant  The  word  "rent*  rather 
imports  rent  charge  than  rent  service.  [Martin,  B. — Littleton 
says,  s.  213,  there  are  three  manner  of  rents,  that  is  to 
say,  rent  service  (which  he  puts  first),  rent  charge,  and  rent 
seek.]  There  is  nothing  to  shew  that  this  was  rent  service 
rather  than  a  rent  charge.  The  evidence  was  equally 
consistent  with  either  view  of  the  case  and  the  matter  is 
wholly  uncertain,  therefore  there  was  no  evidence  from 
which  the  jury  would  have  been  warranted  in  finding  in 
favour  of  either  alternative :  7^  Midland  Raiboay  Company 
v.  Bromley  (a).  Doe  d.  Wielsh  v.  Langfield{by  [Martin^  B. 
— In  the  Termes  de  la  Ley,  rent  seek  is  said  to  be  a  thing 
against  common  right,  as  well  as  rent  chaige.  We  have  to 
ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  word  "rent,**  and  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  it  is  something  which  is  of  common  right. 
Pollock,  C.  B. — For  one  instance  where  there  is  a  rent 
charge  there  are  a  hundred  cases  of  rent  service.  fFiatson, 
B.,  referred  to  Doe  d.  Roberton  v.  Gardiner  (c)  and  WeUby 
to  Doe  d.  Higgs  v.  Terry  {dy\ 

WeUby  and  Beavan,  who  appeared  to  support  the  rule, 
were  not  called  upon. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  absolute.  It  is  true  that  in  this  case  the  evi- 
dence is  not  such  as  that  by  which  a  claim  for  use  and 
occupation  is  usually  sustained.  But  it  is  clear  that  the 
plaintifis  had  a  claim  to  money  which  was  paid  for  one 
hundred  years  as  "rents"  for  land  called  common  land. 

(a)  17  C.  B.  372.  (c)  12  C.  B.  319. 

(b)  16  M.  k  W.  497.  (d)  4  A.  &  E.  274. 
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The  plaintifis  therefore  had  a  right  to  claim  the  amount  as 
rent  service,  rent  charge  or  rent  seek.  The  question  is 
which  it  was.     The  defendant  had  in  his  possession  deeds      „   «• 

HE8KETH. 

which  might  have  removed  the  doubt,  but  he  refused  to 
produce  them.  If,  therefore,  there  was  the  smallest  evi- 
dence as  to  which  it  was,  the  jury  ought  to  have  been  called 
upon  to  decide  the  question.  The  Court  would  not  have 
disturbed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifis,  on  the  count  for  use 
and  occupation,  unless  the  defendant  had  shewn  what  right 
he  had  in  the  land.  I  think  that  not  only  was  there  a  pre- 
sumption in  favour  of  this  being  rent  service,  but  that  the 
Judge  should  have  told  the  jury  that  they  ought  to  presume 
it  was  a  rent  service,  and  they  should  have  so  found  it 

Martin,  B. — I  think  there  was  evidence  for  the  jury. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  lands  out  of 
which  the  rent  arose.  If  the  defendant  had  proved  that 
the  lands  were  of  vastly  greater  value  than  the  rent,  that 
might  have  raised  a  presumption  that  the  rent  was  not  a 
rent  service ;  but  the  defendant,  who  was  in  possession  of 
the  land,  would  not  shew  his  title  deeds.  If  I  had  been  on 
the  jury  I  should  have  concurred  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifis. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Parish  lands 
which  were  formerly  vested  in  trustees,  were  often  let  to  a 
principal  person  in  the  parish,  and  continued  for  long 
periods  to  be  held  by  the  same  families.  If  there  was  a 
grant  of  a  rent  charge,  traces  of  it  would  appear  upon  the 
defendant's  title  deeds.  The  defendant  did  not  swear  that 
he  has  no  title  deeds  relating  to  this  rent,  but  only  that  he 
has  no  conveyance  to  Mr.  Davenport.  It  may  be  that  the 
land  is  so  intermixed  with  other  land  that  it  cannot  be 
identified;  but  the  defendant  acknowledges  that  he  is  in 
possession  of  the  land  out  of  which  the  rent  issues. 

Rule  absolute. 
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•^«»-  24.  Davys,  Appellant,  Douglas,  Respondent* 

An  appeal         X  HIS  was  an  information   preferred  on  the  9th  July, 

lies  under  the  ^        • 

20&  21  Vict.  1858,  by  Edmund  Davys  against  John  Douglas:  For  that, 
the  justices  on  the  7tb  July  instant,  at  Fletton  in  the  county  of  Hun- 
thTinlbm^n  ^ingdon,  the  said  John  Douglas,  of  the  same  place,  stage 
^"^A  l^^th-*'  manager,  did  unlawfully  keep  a  place  of  public  reaort,  to 
'^tak'**  to*^^  wit,  a  tbeatre,  for  the  public  performance  of  stage  plays 
pieces  and        without  authority  by  virtue  of  letters  patent  from  her  Ma- 

camed  from       ^  . 

place  to  place    jesty,  her  heirs  and  successors  or  predecessors,  or  license 

for  theatrical 

performances,  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  her  Majesty's  Household  for 
or  other  place  the  time  being,  or  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
retort  for  ^^^  county  of  Huntingdon,  within  which  said  county  the 
TOrfonnance  ^*^^  place  of  public  resort  is  situate,  contrary  to  the  statute 
^^th^^^**^"  &c. ;  and  after  hearing  the  parties  and  the  evidence  adduced 
meaning  of  the  by  them  before  us,  the  undersigned,  being  three  of  her 
the  6  &  7  Vict.  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of 

c«  o8« 

Huntingdon,  on  the  14th  day  of  July  instant,  we,  the  said 
justices,  did  thereupon  dismiss  the  said  information  without 
costs.  And  the  said  Edmund  Davys,  alleging  that  he  is 
dissatisfied  with  the  said  determination  as  being  erroneous 
in  point  of  law,  we,  the  said  justices,  in  pursuance  of  the 
statute  (20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43),  state  the  following  case. — ^The 
case  then  set  out  the  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  5th,|  11th,  16th  and 
23rd  sections  of  the  6  &  7  Vict  c.  68,  and  the  proviso  in 
the  1st  section  of  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  43. 

The  defendant  is  the  manager  of  a  company  of  strolling 
players,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  booth-theatre,  which  is  taken 
to  pieces  and  carried  with  them  from  place  to  place,  called 
"  Douglas's  Theatre." 

There  are  two  fairs  held  annually,  in  July  and  October, 
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at  the  town  of  Peterborough,  which  is  divided  from  the        1859. 
parish  of  Fletton  and  county  of  Huntingdon  by  the  river.      ^-'-v^-^ 

rrti      f  ^  o  ^  Davys 

The  fair  in  July  is  called  "  Saint  Peter's  Fair,"  and  is  held  r. 

on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  days  of  July,  and  confined  to 
the  town  of  Peterborough.  That  held  in  October  is  called 
*' Bridge  Fair,"  and  is  held  as  well  in  the  fair  meadow 
(which  is  in  the  said  parish  of  Fletton  and  in  which  the 
said  booth-theatre  was  put  up)  as  in  the  town  of  Peter- 
borough. 

It  was  proved  that  the  defendant  had  applied  for  a  license 
firom  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon, pursuant  to  the  said  Act,  which  had  not  been 
gnuited:  that  he  put  up  his  said  theatre  in  the  said  fair 
meadow  about  the  6th  of  July,  being,  both  as  to  time  and 
locality,  without  the  limits  of  the  July  fair :  that  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  such  theatre :  that  he  issued  printed  bills  an- 
nouncing that  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  7th  day  of  July 
instant,  Shakespeare's  Tragedy  of  ^'  Hamlet"  would  be  per- 
formed, with  other  entertainments,  in  such  theatre;  and 
that  the  prices  of  admission  to  boxes,  pit  and  gallery  would 
be  one  shilling,  six  pence  and  three  pence.  It  was  proved 
that  ^  Hamlet"  was  performed  as  announced,  but  it  was  not 
proved  that  one  shilling,  six  pence  and  three  pence,  or  any 
other  sum  of  money  or  reward,  was  taken  or  charged 
directly  or  indirectly  on  the  night  of  the  7th  of  July  (being 
the  opening  night),  or  the  purchase  of  any  article  made  a 
condition  for  the  admission  of  any  one  into  the  theatre,  or 
thmt  any  distilled  or  fermented  exciseable  liquor  was  sold 
within  it 

Having  heard  this  evidence  and  the  arguments  of  the 
attorneys  for  informant  and  defendant,  we  dbmissed  the 
information  on  the  following  grounds. — First,  we  were  of 
opinion  that  the  information  had  been  laid  under  a  wrong 
section  of  the  act  of  parliament,  the  2nd  instead  of  the 


182  EXCHEQUER  REPORTS. 

11  thy  the  80  called  theatre  being  in  our  judgment  (although 

not  then  in  a  fair)  of  the  character  of  **a  booth  or  show'' 

_   V'  named  in  the  23rd  section^  and  not  of  a  •'house"  capable 

Douglas.  ^  -  •      i« 

of  being  licensed  under  the  5th  section,  nor  included  in  the 

phrase  "  house  or  other  place  of  public  resort,"  the  words  of 

section  2. 

Secondly,  notwithstanding  the  provision  in  the  1st  section 
of  the  1 1  &  12  Vict.  c.  43,  we  did  not  feel  justified  (although 
the  defendant's  attorney  consented  to  our  deciding  the  case 
on  the  facts  adduced,  without  asking  for  an  adjournment,) 
in  convicting  the  defendant  under  section  11  of  the  6  &  7 
Vict,  c  68,  because  we  had  no  evidence  before  us  that 
money  was  taken,  nor  any  proof  whatever  of  an  •'  acting 
for  hire"  on  the  said  7th  day  of  July  instant  beyond  a 
mere  play  bill. 

If  we  were  correct  in  this  dismissal,  it  is  to  stand.  If 
not,  a  conviction  is  to  be  returned  under  the  2nd  or  llth 
section  of  the  6  &  7  Vict  c.  68,  as  the  Court  shall  direct, 
and  such  other  proceedings  taken  as  the  Court  shall  also 
direct 

Skinner,  for  the  respondent. — First,  the  justices  had  no 
power,  under  the  20  &  21  Vict  c.  43,  to  state  a  case  for 
the  opinion  of  this  Court.  An  acquittal  is  a  final  relief  to 
the  person  charged,  and  the  Act  does  not  in  such  case 
enable  the  superior  Courts  to  hear  an  appeal  and  convict 
a  person  not  before  them.  Under  the  6  &  7  Vict  c  78, 
any  person  aggrieved  by  an  order  of  the  justices  may 
appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions:  sect  20.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  law  that  no  person  shall  be  twice  in 
peril  for  one  offence ;  and  it  is  a  principle  equally  clear 
that  no  person  can  be  tried  on  a  criminal  charge  in  his 
absence.  An  acquittal  is  not  an  order.  [Martin^  B. — 
The  2nd  section  of  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43,  enacts,  that 
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*' after  the  hearing  and  determination  by  a  justice  or  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  any  information  or  complaint  which 
he  or  they  have  power  to  determine  in  a  summary  way,  e. 

&C.9  either  party  to  the  proceeding  before  the  said  justice  or 
justices  may,  if  he  is  dissatbfied  with  the  said  determination 
as  being  erroneous  in  point  of  law,  apply  in  writing  within 
three  days  after  the  same  to  the  said  justice  or  justices,  to 
state  and  sign  a  case  setting  forth  the  facts  and  grounds  of 
such  determination"  &c.]  By  section  14,  this  proceeding 
is  substituted  for  an  appeal  to  quarter  sessions,  but  the  Act 
constituting  the  offence  only  gives  an  appeal  to  the  party 
convicted,  not  to  the  prosecutor*  By  the  6th  section  of 
the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43,  '^  the  Court  to  which  a  case  is 
transmitted  under  this  Act  shall  hear  and  determine  the 
question  or  questions  of  law  arising  thereon,  and  shall 
thereupon  reverse,  affirm,  or  amend  the  determination  in 
respect  of  which  the  case  has  been  stated,  or  remit  the 
matter  to  the  justice  or  justices,  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  thereon,  or  may  make  such  other  order  in  relation 
to  the  matter,  and  may  make  such  orders  as  to  costs,  as  to 
the  Court  may  seem  fit,"  &c.  The  Court  cannot  affirm  or 
amend  an  acquittal.  [MiWm,  B. — They  may  remit  the 
matter  to  the  justices  ]  Then,  if  the  justices  rehear,  are 
they  bound  to  convict?  By  section  9,  the  justices  *^ shall 
have  the  same  authority  to  enforce  any  conviction  or  order 
which  may  have  been  affirmed,  amended,  or  made  by  such 
superior  Court,  as  the  justice  or  justices  who  originally 
decided  the  case  would  have  had  to  enforce  his  or  their 
determination  if  the  same  had  not  been  appealed  against." 
If  the  order  is  disobeyed  the  justices  can  only  enforce  it 
under  that  section  :  but  it  cannot  apply  to  an  acquittal,  for 
how  can  the  justices  enforce  an  acqdittal  ?  It  enforces  itself. 
[Martin^  B. — Nothing  can  be  stronger  than  the  language 
of  the  6th  section.     Channell,  B. — If  the  Court  remit  the 
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matter  to  the  justices,  with  an  intimation  that  in  their 
opinion  the  charge  was  proved,  the  justices  would  be  bound 
o*  to  act  upon  it.    It  may  be  that  the  9th  section  applies  only 

to  a  conviction  or  order  of  the  superior  Court] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  there  is  a 
power  of  appeal  in  the  case  of  an  acquittaL 

Skinner. — The  information  was  properly  dismissed.  By 
the  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  68,  s.  2,  '*  it  shall  not  be  lawfiil  for  any 
person  to  have  or  keep  any  house  or  other  place  of  public 
resort,  for  the  public  performance  of  stage  plays,  without 
authority  by  virtue  of  letters  patent,  &c.,  or  without  license 
from  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  &c.,  or  from  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  as  hereinafter  provided,"  &c.  The  defendant's  booth 
was  not  a  ''house  or  other  place  of  public  resort**  within 
the  meaning  of  that  section.  The  expression  ''place  of 
public  resort"  is  used  in  the  Vagrant  Act,  5  Geo.  4,  c.  83, 
s.  4 ;  but  in  the  case  of  In  re  Jones  (a)  there  was  no  deci- 
sion as  to  its  meaning.  The  11th  section  of  the  6  &  7  Vict, 
c.  68  enacts  "that  every  person  who  for  hire  shall  act  or 
present,  or  cause,  permit,  or  suffer  to  be  acted  or  presented, 
any  part  in  any  stage  play,  in  any  place  not  being  a  patent 
theatre  or  duly  licensed  as  a  theatre,**  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  exceeding  \0L  a  day.  The  16th  section  is  a  declaration 
as  to  what  is  "  acting  for  hire,**  viz.  where  any  money  or 
other  reward  is  taken,  or  where  the  purchase  of  any  article 
is  made  a  condition  for  admission  to  the  theatre,  or  where 
any  play  shall  be  acted  in  any  house,  room  or  place  in 
which  exciseable  liquor  is  sold.  Ilere  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  such  acting  for  hire. — The  Court  then  called  on 

Fields  for  the  appellant. — This  booth  was  a  "place  of 

(«)  7  Exch.  586. 
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public  resort"  within  the  meaning  of  the  2nd  section  of  the        1859. 
6  &  7  Vict.  c.  68,    The  legislature  meant  any  place  to      ^^^^ 
which  the  public  resort  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  thea-  v. 

trical  performances.  The  preamble  of  the  Act  recites  that 
**  it  is  expedient  that  the  laws  now  in  force  for  regulating 
theatres  and  theatrical  performances  be  repealed**  &c 
Then  the  2nd  section  says  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
keep  any  house  or  other  place  of  public  resort,  for  the 
pubKc  performance  of  stage  plays,  without  authority  &c« 
The  8th,  9th  and  17th  sections  use  the  word  ^'theatre." 
The  interpretation  clause  (sect  23)  shews  what  the  legisla- 
ture intended  to  include  within  the  2nd  section,  for  though 
it  gives  no  definition  of  the  term  <*  place  of  public  resort," 
it  provides  that  the  Act  shall  not  '^  apply  to  any  theatrical 
representation  in  any  booth  or  show  which  by  the  justices 
of  the  peace  &c.  shall  be  allowed  in  any  lawful  fair.'*  If 
the  2nd  section  does  not  apply  to  a  booth  of  this  descrip- 
tion, the  9th  section  does  not  apply,  and  the  justices  would 
have  no  power  to  keep  order  within  it.  The  definition  of 
a  *'  house'*  does  not  depend  on  the  material  with  which  it 
is  constructed.  [Watson^  B. — Do  you  contend  that  a  tent 
is  a  house?]  The  words  ^^have  or  keep"  in  the  2nd  section 
shew  that  the  expression  '^ place  of  public  resort"  means 
something  more  than  an  open  space.  By  section  5,  the 
justices  may  license  '^  houses  for  the  performance  of  stage 
plays ;"  and  if,  under  that  section,  they  have  no  power  to 
license  this  booth,  it  is  prohibited  by  the  2nd  section. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  (a)  are  all  of  opinion  that   the 
decision  of  the  justices  ought  to  be  aflSrmed. 

Decision  afiirmed,  with  costs. 

(a)  PoUocky  C.  B.,  Martin,  B.,  WaUon,  B.,  and  ChanneU,  B. 
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•Aw-  19-  Brown  v.  Robins. 

The pltintHT     DECLARATION.— That  whereas,   before  and  at  the 

was  owner  of  .  v        i   •     'ir 

A  boose  erected  time  of  the  Committing  of  the  gnevances,  &€.,  toe  piamtm 

solid  ground,  was  possessed  of  certain  land  with  a  certain  house  and  out- 

thTMlding^  buildings  standing  and  being  thereon  ;   and  whereas  there 

^rtk^n^oMhe  ^^^  certain  foundations  of  and  supporting  the  said  house 

■^^*^*»^  and  outbuildings,  vv  hich  the  plaintiff  had  of  right  enjoyed  and 

"k^ *P^2  ought  to  enjoy,  yet  the  defendant  wrongfully,  negligently, 

the  house.  In  carelessly  and  improperly,  without  leaving  sufficient  support 

1838  ft  portion   .       ,        ,    ,    ,^  ,      ,  .         .  j      t    •    • 

of  the  minertb  m  that  behalf,  worked  certain  mines  near  to  and  adjoining 
^i^dJ^i^de-  the  said  land,  whereby  the  said  land  and  the  said  founda- 
wt^adjoined  ^lons  of  the  said  house  and  outbuildings  sank,  swagged  and 

defendant  Pleas.— FuBt:  Not  euilty.     Second:   That  at  the  time 

oommenced  ^       "^ 

getting  oat  the   of  the  supposed  grievance  the  plaintiff  did  not  of  right 

rest  of  the 

minerals  under   enjoy,  nor  ought  of  right  to  enjoy,  the  said  foundations  of 

his  land.    In 

1857  the  plam-   and  supporting  the  said  house  and  outbuildings. 

tiff's  land  sank.  ..  »  t    t    t*        ■»-»■       ▼  ii         ci/«*i        • 

and  the  house  At  the  trial,  before  ByleSy  J.,  at  the  last  Stafford  assizes, 

^  defendants  ^^  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  house  and 

SS^  It^  outbuildings,  situate  to  the  east  of  a  lane  called  Bill  Hay 

^*^"^"dii  th*  Lane,  but  not  adjoining  to  it,  inasmuch  as  a  garden  and 

sinking  of  the  lawn,  belonging  to  another  owner,  lay  between  the  plaintiff's 

plaintiff*s  land  .  t>«  .    . 

was  caused  by    premises  and  Bill  Hay  Lane,  and  adjoined  them  on  the 

the  defendant's 
workings:  that 

some  damage  would  have  happened,  but  not  to  the  same  extent,  if  the  garden  ground  had  been 
left  solid  :  thftt  the  defendant  knew  of  the  excavations  under  the  garden  i  that  the  land  would 
have  sunk  in  just  the  same  whether  there  was  a  house  on  it  or  not ;  and,  lastly,  that  the  damage 
to  the  plaintiff's  house  by  the  sinking  was  30^)/. ;  '250/.  occasioned  solely  by  the  defendant's  worE- 
ings,  and  50/.  damac^es  caused  in  part  by  the  excavation  under  the  garden. — Held:  First,  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  sinking  of  the  plaintiff's  land  was  in  no  way  caused  by  the  weight  of  the  boose, 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  whether  he  had  acquired  a  right  to  support  for  his  foondations 
by  the  defendant's  soil  or  not. 

Secondlv,  that  although  the  excavation  under  the  garden  contributed  to  the  extent  of  50i.  to 
cause  the  oamage,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  whole  300/.,  because,  if  the  defendant  had  not 
done  the  wrongful  act  complained  of,  no  part  of  the  damage  would  have  occurred. 
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opposite  sides.     The  plaintiff's  bouse  bad  been  built  in        1869. 

1834  on  solid  ground.     Between  1828  and  1831  coal  had 

been  gotten   by  one   Jesson  from  under  that  part  of  the  v. 

garden  and  lawn  which  adjoined  the  lane,  but  not  up  to 

the  plaintiff *s  premises.     Bibs  and  pillars  of  coal  were  at 

that  time  left  to  support  the  surface.   In  1838  Jesson  began 

to  work  the  coal  on  the  west  side  of  Bill  Hay  Lane,  leaving 

a  rib  of  coal  against  the  lane.     In  1846  ^'crownings  in" 

took  place  in  the  lawn  and  garden.     In  working  the  thick 

coal  in  Staffordshire,  it  is  the  practice  to  get  out  a  certain 

quantity  of  coal  in  the  firet  instance,  leaving  what  are  called 

ribs,  to  prevent  water  and  air  from  coming  in  from  adjoining 

mines,  and  pillars  to  support  the  surface,     llie  pillars  are 

eight  yards  square,  the  intervals  between  them  eight  yards 

in  width.   When  the  coal  is  worked  out  between  the  pillars, 

the  mines  are  left  for  some  years  that  the  earth  may  settle. 

During  this  time  it  sometimes  happens  that  in  some  places 

droppings  of  earth  continually  take   place  from  the  roof 

between  the  pillars,  and  by  degrees  the  surface  falls  in, 

causing  a  basin  shaped  hollow  on  the  surface;  this  is  called 

''a  crowning  in."     After  the  soil  has  become  consolidated 

the  mine  is  again  worked,  and  the  ribs  got  out  as  far  as 

possible.     In  1854  the  defendant,  who  was  then  the  owner 

of  the  mines  on  the  west  side  of  Bill  Hay  Lane,  began  to 

work  out  the  ribs  and  pillars  left  by  Jesson  in  1838.     The 

nearest  of  the  defendant's  workings  were  at  a  distance  of 

thirty-five  yards  from  the  plain  tiff  *s  house.     In  1857  the 

plaintiff's  house  began  to  crack.     The  plaintiff's  witnesses 

alleged  that  the  damage  was  caused  by  the  getting  of  the 

ribs  and  pillars  by  the  defendant  on  the  west  side  of  Bill 

Hay  Lane.     There  was  evidence  that  the  defendant  knew 

of  the  excavations  on  the  east  side  of  the  lane. 

The  learned  Judge  asked  the  jury. — First,  was  the  sink- 
ing of  the  plaintiff's  premises  caused  by  the  defendant's 
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1869.        workings,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  anything 
'^T^''^^      else  ?     The  jury  answered  this  qaestion  in  the  affirmative. 
».  Secondly. — Would  the  same  damage  have  arisen  from 

Robins.  i   i     •■   i_  i   a      va 

the  defendant's  workings  if  the  ground  had  been  left  solia 
on  the  east  side  of  Bill  Hay  Lane  ?  The  jury  found  that 
it  would  not ;  but  that  some  of  the  damage  would  have 
happened. 

Thirdly. — Did  the  plaintiff  enjoy,  as  of  right,  support 
from  the  defendant's  ribs  and  pillars?  His  lordship  said 
that  the  plaintiff's  house  was  built  in  1834.  The  excava- 
tions on  the  east  side  of  Bill  Hay  Lane  were  finished  in 
1831,  and  therefore  existed  for  twenty  years  when  the 
defendant's  workings  began  in  1854.  If  the  defendant 
knew  of  the  excavations  on  the  east  of  Bill  Hay  Lane,  the 
plaintiff  had  enjoyed  as  of  right  for  twenty  years  the  support 
of  the  defendant's  soil  The  jury  found  that  the  defendant 
did  know  of  the  excavations. 

Fifthly. — Did  the  land  fall  from  the  superincumbent 
weight  of  the  house,  or  would  it  have  fallen  if  no  house 
had  been  erected  upon  it  ?  The  jury  found  that  the  land 
would  have  fallen  in  the  same  manner  whether  there  had 
been  a  house  upon  it  or  not. 

Sixthly. — If  the  damages  arose  partly  from  the  defend- 
ant's workings,  and  partly  from  the  old  workings  to  the 
east  of  Bill  Hay  Lane,  how  much  was  occasioned  by  the 
defendant's  workings  and  how  much  by  the  old  workings  ? 
The  jury  found  3007.  damages,  250L  occasioned  by  the 
defendant's  workings,  and  50L  partly  by  the  defendantVi 
workings  and  partly  by  the  old  workings  to  the  east  of  the 
lane.  Upon  these  findings  the  learned  Judge  directed  a 
verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  300/.,  reservii^ 
leave  for  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  or  to 
reduce  the  damages  to  250L  ;  neither  party  to  be  at  liberty 
to  bring  error. 


Robins. 
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Huddlestany  in  Michaelmas   Term,  obtained  a  rule   to        1859. 

shew  cause  why  the  verdict  should  not  be  entered  for  the       ^-^-v^-^ 

Bbown 

defendant  upon  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  so  far  as  relates  to  ^  v. 
the  allegations  that  the  defendant  worked  carelessly  and 
negligently,  on  the  ground  that  those  allegations  were  not 
supported  by  the  evidence ;  and  on  the  second  issue,  on  the 
ground  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  enjoyed,  as  of  right,  for 
twenty  years,  the  right  of  support  for  his  buildings  from 
the  ribs  and  pillars  of  coal  worked  by  the  defendant ;  that 
there  was  no  evidence  nor  was  it  found  by  the  jury  that 
the  defendant,  or  those  under  whom  he  claimed,  knew  for 
twenty  years  that  the  plaintiff's  premises  were  in  fact 
supported  by  the  mines  worked  by  the  defendant;  or  why 
the  damages  should  not  be  reduced  to  250il,  on  the  ground 
that  as  to  50L  the  damage  was  not  occasioned  by  the 
defendant's  working,  but  by  the  '^  crownings  in"  on  land 
adjoining  the  plaintiff's  premises ;  or  why  a  new  trial  should 
not  be  had  on  the  ground  of  misdirection,  namely,  that 
the  learned  Judge  should  have  directed  the  jury  that  no 
right  of  support  from  the  ribs  and  pillars  of  coal  west  of 
Bill  Hay  Lane  worked  by  the  defendant  was  gained  for  the 
plaintiff's  buildings,  unless  the  defendant,  or  those  under 
whom  be  claimed,  knew  for  twenty  years  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  excavated  state  of  the  mines  east  of  Bill  Hay 
Lane,  the  plaintiff's  buildings  were  in  fact  being  supported 
by  the  said  ribs  and  pillars,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence 
of  such  knowledge,  and  that,  as  the  plaintiff  did  not 
establish  a  right  of  support  for  his  buildings  from  defend- 
ant's ribs  and  pillars,  the  damages  were  excessive  in  respect 
of  any  supposed  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  land. 

Gray  and  Scotland  now  shewed  cause. — The  first  objec- 
tion is  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  defendant  had 
worked  the  coal  carelessly  or  negligently.    But  that  is  only 
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1859.  material  if  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  the  support  of 
^^^  the  defendant's  soil  [fFatson,  B.,  referred  to  Smart  ▼. 
Morton  (a).  Fhipton  abandoned  the  first  point.]  As  to 
the  second  point.  The  pkdntiff's  house  was  completed  in 
1835.  The  damage  complained  of  was  done  more  than 
twenty  years  after  the  plaintiff^s  house  had  been  erected 
upon  its  present  foundations.  [Afar/ut^B. — In  Bawbotham^. 
Wilson  {b)  Williams,  J.,  points  out  that  the  right  of  support 
lis  a  right  of  property,  not  an  easement.  Potloek^  C.  B. — 
Has  a  person  any  right  to  dig  so  near  to  the  land  of  his 
neighbour  as  to  disturb  his  soil,  whether  there  is  a  house 
there  or  not  ?]  Suppose  a  person  builds  a  house  at  the 
extremity  of  his  land,  which  has  been  excavated,  after 
twenty  years  he  gains  a  right  of  support  for  its  foundations: 
Partridge  v.  Scott  {c).  [Martin,  B. — It  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  an  easement  can  be  gained  by  acquiescence 
under  such  circumstances.]  Thirdly,  it  is  said  that  there 
was  no  evidence  that  the  defendant  knew  of  the  extent  of 
the  excavations  in  the  plaintiff's  land.  He  knew  that  there 
were  excavations,  and  his  first  duty  in  excavating  his  own 
land  was  therefore  to  leave  a  rib  to  prevent  the  plaintiff's 
land  from  being  affected  by  his  working.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  learned  Judge  to  leave  to  the  jury  whether 
the  defendant  knew  for  twenty  years  that  the  plaintiff's 
bouse  was  enjoying  the  support  of  the  defendant's  land, 
because  if  the  house  had  stood  for  twenty  years  he  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of  the  fact  Fourthly,  it  is  said  that  if 
there  was  no  right  of  support  for  the  house  the  damages 
were  excessive.  But  the  jury  found  that  the  weight  of  the 
house  did  not  contribute  to  the  accident.  In  Gale  on 
Easements,  p.  225,  it  is  said : — '<  It  may  be  suggested  that 
there  are  cases  in  which,  though  the  house  be  modem, 

(a)  5  £.  &  B.  30.  (b)  8  E.  &  B.  123. 

(c)  3  M.  &  W.  220. 
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damages  may  be  recovered  for  an  injury  done  to  it  by        1859. 
^'gg'^^g  too  near  the  common   boundary.     If  the  owner      "^^    ' 
establishes  his  right  to  support  for  his  soil,  and  the  jury  »• 

,       _  ^  Robins. 

should  be  of  opinion  that  the  land  would  have  fallen  in,  in 
consequence  of  the  digging,  even  had  no  additional  weight 
been  imposed  by  building,  the  value  of  the  house  falling 
with  the  land  might,  it  seems,  be  recovered  as  damages 
resulting  from  the  principal  injury."  In  Jeffries  v.  WUliams  {a) 
Parke^  B.,  pointed  out  that  that  is  in  accordance  with 
2  Roll.  Ab.  tit.  "  Trespass,"  (I),  pi.  1.  In  Jeffries  v.  WiU 
hams  (a)  the  declaration  was  held  good  though  it  alleged 
no  right  of  support  for  the  house.  In  Roberts  v.  Haines  (&) 
an  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  by 
mining  to  houses,  some  of  which  had  stood  for  twenty 
years,  some  less.  It  was  objected  that  the  houses  which 
had  not  stood  twenty  years  had  not  acquired  a  right  to 
support,  and  that  therefore  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
damages  for  the  injury  to  them.  Cresswell^  J.,  asked  the 
jury  whether  the  land  would  have  fallen  in  if  houses  had 
not  been  built  upon  it,  whether,  in  fact,  they  thought  the 
weight  of  the  houses  had  in  any  way  caused  the  sinking  of 
the  ground.  The  jury  found  that  the  land  would  have 
sunk  whether  the  houses  were  there  or  no.t.  Upon  which 
the  learned  Judge  told  them  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  damages  to  the  extent  of  the  injuries  to  all  the  houses. 
Here  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  the  support  of  the  defend- 
ant's land.  The  defendant  took  away  a  portion  of  the 
minerals  which  gave  the  support  Being  entitled  to  this 
support,  and  having  been  deprived  of  it,  the  plaintiff  is 
just  as  much  entitled  to  damages  for  the  injury  to  his  house 

(a)  5  Exch.  792.    Watson^  B.,  (h)  At  Nisi  Prius,  not  reported 

referred  to  The  Earl  of  Lomdale      on  this  point.    See6£.  &B.643; 
T.  LUOedaU,  2  H.  fil.  267.  7  £.  &  B.  625. 

VOL.  IV.— N.  8.  O  KXCH. 
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1S^9.        ^  b^  would  have  been  to  the  value  of  a  horae  which  migbt 
have  been  killed  by  the  sinking  of  the  soil    As  to  reduciiig 
r.  the  damages  bj  50/.     If  the  defendant  had  not  worked  his 

mines  so  as  to  depnve  the  plamtin  s  land  of  support,  no 
damage  at  all  would  have  happened  finom  the  old  workings. 

Phipson  and  Dawdeswett  (with  whom  was  Hmddlestan\  in 
support  of  the  rule. — Two  questions  were  put  by  the 
learned  Judge  which  are  material  with  reference  to  the 
second  issue :  First,  suppose  all  was  solid  to  the  east  of 
Bill  Hay  Lane,  would  the  plaintiff's  buildings  have  sustained 
damage  ?  The  jury  said  Yes,  but  not  to  the  same  extent 
Secondly,  did  the  land  fall  in  consequence  of  the  superin- 
cumbent weight  of  the  building,  or  would  it  have  fallen 
just  the  same  whether  the  building  was  there  or  not?  The 
answers  to  these  questions  do  not  decide  the  second  issue 
in  &vour  of  the  plaintiff.  In  consequence  of  the  excava- 
tions under  the  garden,  the  pliuntiff*s  land  required  support 
by  a  greater  portion  of  the  defendant's  land  than  it  other- 
wise would  have  required.  It  may  be  admitted  that  a  man 
cannot  dig  a  hole  immediately  adjoining  his  neighbour's 
land  so  as  to  let  it  in.  Here,  however,  the  excavation  was 
at  a  distance,  and  the  land  was  enjoying  a  sort  of  secret 
support.  A  person  cannot,  by  taking  away  the  natural 
support  of  his  own  land,  create  rights  against  his  neigh- 
bour. The  defendant  is  entided  to  have  the  second  issue 
found  for  him.  [Afar/in,  B. — I  think  you  have  failed  in 
nosing  it.]  The  plaintiff  was  bound  to  shew  that  he  was 
entitled  to  support  by  twenty  years'  enjoyment,  because 
this  is  a  case  of  support  by  adjacent  land. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — This  rule  must  be  discharged.     As  to 
the  right  of  support  for  the  house  qua  house,  if  necessary 
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to  decide  it,  which  it  is  not,  I  should  be  disposed  to  hold        1859. 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  sur-       ^'"^ 
rounding  ground.     But  the  moment  the  jury  found  that  9. 

Robins. 

the  subsidence  of  the  land  was  not  caused  bj  the  weight  of 
the  superincumbent  buildings,  the  existence  of  the  house 
became  unimportant  in  considering  the  question  of  the 
defendant's  liability.  It  is  as  if  a  mere  model  stood  there, 
the  weight  of  which  bore  so  small  a  proportion  to  that  of 
the  soil  as  practically  to  add  nothing  to  it.  The  plaintiff's 
complaint  resolves  itself  into  this,  that  the  land  was  injured ; 
and  the  house  was  considered  by  the  learned  Judge  solely 
with  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  damages.  Then  it  is  said 
that  the  same  amount  of  damage  would  not  have  happened 
if  the  land  to  the  east  of  Bill  Hay  Lane  had  been  left  solid. 
If  the  excavation  to  the  east  of  Bill  Hay  Lane  contributed 
to  the  damage,  did  the  defendant  know  that  this  ground 
was  riddled  by  mines  ?  The  jury  found  that  he  knew  it. 
He  knew  there  was  greater  danger  of  injuring  the  plaintiff 
by  sinking  on  the  west  side  of  the  lane  than  there  would 
have  been  if  the  ground  on  the  east  side  had  been  left 
solid,  and  he  ought  to  have  known  that  the  excavated 
ground  was  less  powerful  and  gave  less  support  on  that 
ride.  He  is  therefore  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the 
damage.  The  objections  upon  which  the  rule  was  founded 
are  answered  in  every  part,  and  the  rule  must  therefore  be 
discharged. 

BIabtin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  rule  was 
obtained  on  several  grounds.  First,  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  It  was 
admitted  that  this  fails  because,  if  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  the  support  of  the  defendant's  land  and  was  deprived  of 
it,  the  absence  of  negligence  is  immaterial.     Secondly,  that 
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9. 

R0BI5f. 


1859.  the  support  was  not  enjojed  as  of  right  The  mode  in 
^^^[^^  which  the  question  was  dealt  with  shews  that  this  issue  was 
properly  decided  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff.  There  was 
ample  evidence  that  the  defendant  knew  the  state  of  the 
plaintiff's  land.  There  is  no  ground  for  reducing  the 
damages.  The  house  was  kwfully  on  the  plaintiff's  land, 
and  was  damaged  by  the  unlawful  act  of  the  defendant 
As  to  the  point  that  no  right  of  support  by  the  defendants 
ribs  and  pillars  had  been  acquired,  unless  the  defendant 
knew  that  in  consequence  of  the  excavated  state  of  the 
plaintiff's  ground  his  buildings  were  in  part  supported  bj 
these  ribs  and  pillars,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  such 
knowledge,  I  think  there  was  ample  evidence.  I  do  not 
wish  to  consider  that  as  a  criterion  of  the  defendant's 
liability ;  but  it  was  so  treated. 

Watson,  B. — When  the  report  of  the  learned  Judge  was 
read,  it  became  clear  that  there  was  no  ground  for  this  rule. 
It  was  alleged  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  defendant 
had  worked  carelessly ;  but  the  meaning  is  that  he  worked 
carelessly  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff.  The 
defendant  desired  to  raise  a  question  as  to  the  right  of  sup- 
port by  adjacent  land.  When  a  great  weight  is  put  on  land 
which  immediately  causes  a  pressure  upon  the  adjoining 
land,  a  nice  question  sometimes  arises;  but  here  every- 
thing was  deternlined,  by  the  finding  of  the  jury,  that  the 
accident  was  not  caused  by  the  weight  of  the  building,  and 
that  this  weight  had  no  effect  in  causing  the  subsidence  of 
the  soil.  As  to  the  damages,  the  jury  found  that  the  de- 
fendant, knowing  the  state  of  the  plaintiff's  land,  worked 
his  own  mines  and  so  caused  the  injury.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  ground  for  reducing  the  damages. 

Channell,  B. — The  learned  Judge  left  certain  questions 
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to  the  jury.    The  6nding8,  which  are  not  impeached,  taken        1859. 
in  connection  with  the  questions,  appear  to  me  to  leave  no       ^'^^^^^^ 
room  for  the  argument  attempted  to  be  raided  on  the  part  o* 

of  the  defendant. 

Rule  discharged. 


MEMORANDUM. 

In  the  present  Term  Hunter  Rodtoell,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle 
Temple ;  G.  M.  Giffardy  Esq.,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and 
Henry  Hawkins,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  were  appointed 
her  Majesty's  Counsel. 
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FA.  12. 


Farbier  and  Others  v.  Smith. 


In  September, 
1845,  a  Benefit 
Building 
Society  was 
established 
under  the  6  &  7 
Wm.  4,  c.  32. 
By  the  Rules 
of  the  Society 


X  HIS  is  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintifis,  who  at  the 
time  of  the  making  and  entering  into  the  indenture  herein- 
after set  forth  were,  and  still  are,  the  trustees  of  a  Benefit 
Building  Society  called  *'  The  British  Building  and  Invest- 
ment Company/*  established  under  the  statute  6  &  7  Wm.  4, 
ono#!^a?hare  ^'  ^^»  ^^  recover  from  the  defendant,  as  an  alleged  member 
plyawT^m**  ^f  ^^®  Society  and  also  the  alleged  holder  of  four  shares  of 
September,        g^j  Jq  {[j^  Society,  the  sum  of  4t  for  two  monthly  sub- 

1 846,  until  the  •'  -^ 

objects  of  the 

Society  were  fully  accomplished.  One  of  those  objects  was  the  formation  of  a  fund  from  which 
money  might  bo  advanced  to  the  shareholders  to  enable  them  to  purchase  freehold  or  letaehold 
property ;  and  they  were  declared  to  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sums  mentioned  in  certain 
tables.  One  of  these  tables  stated  the  amount  which  a  shareholder  was  entitled  to  receive  on 
each  share  for  thirteen  years,  viz.  60/.  during  the  first  year,  120/.  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
year,  and  sums  varying  between  them  in  the  mtermediate  years.  The  rules  also  declared  that 
the  advance  should  be  secured  by  a  mortgage,  and  that  if  any  shareholder  should  be  desirous  of 
satisfying  the  security  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  <*  by  paying  the  subscription  that  would 
have  become  due  on  the  shares  advanced,  up  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year:**  also,  that  when 
the  sum  of  120/.  for  each  unadvanced  share,  with  all  the  expenses  and  liabilities  of  the  Com- 
pany, should  be  fiilly  realized,  the  Society  should  terminate.  In  June,  1851,  the  defendant, 
who  was  the  owner  of  four  shares,  received  an  advance  of  280/.,  and  executed  a  mortgage  deed 
in  which  he  covenanted  to  pay  the  subscriptions  and  interest  payable  on  his  shares  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Society.  By  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5.  an  indorsement  on  the  mortgage  of 
the  monies  thereby  secured  vacates  the  same. 

The  Society  sustained  losses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year  there  was  not  sufficient 
funds  to  pay  the  unadvanced  shareholders  120/.  a  share. 

Held:  First,  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  redeem  his  property  in  July  1858  (the 
thirteen  years  not  terminating  until  the  following  September)  ;  but  that,  notwithstanding  such 
redemption,  his  liability  to  the  payment  of  the  monthly  subscriptions  continued  so  long  as  there 
was  not  realized  120/.  per  share  for  the  unadvanced  shares. 

Secondly,  that  the  covenant  in  the  mortgage  deed  extended  to  the  payment  of  the  subscrip- 
tions subsequent  to  the  thirteen  years,  and  might  be  sued  upon  although  the  security  wu 
vacated. 
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scriptions  and  interest  due  and  payable  by  him  on  the  said        1859. 
shares,  being  the  monthly  subscriptions  due  from  him  as      ^'•^^^r^^ 
such   alleged   member  of  the  Society   in   the  months  of  o. 

September  and  October  last,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Society ;  and  this  action  is  brought  against  the  defendant 
upon  his  covenant  to  pay  such  subscriptions  and  interest 
in  the  indenture  hereinafter  set  forth.  By  consent  of  the 
parties  and  order  of  a  Judge  the  following  case  was  stated 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Court : — 

In  September,  1845,  the  said  British  Building  and  In- 
vestment Company  was  established  and  duly  enrolled  as  a 
Benefit  Building  Society  under  the  statute  6  &  7  Wm.  4, 
c  32 ;  and  the  rules  of  the  Society  were  duly  certified  to 
be  in  conformity  to  law  and  with  the  provisions  of  the  said 
statute. 

By  the  first  rule  of  the  Society,  "  The  monthly  subscrip- 
tions shall  become  due  on  the  first  Thursday  in  the  month ;" 
and  ''the  first  subscription  shall  be  due  in  September, 
1845." 

Rule  2. — "The  object  of  this  Company  is  by  payments 
of  its  shareholders  to  form  a  fund  from  which  money  may 
be  advanced  to  enable  them  to  purchase  freehold  or  lease- 
hold property;  and  for  this  purpose  every  shareholder 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
pany the  sums  mentioned  in  Table  L  for  every  share  he 
may  subscribe  for,  and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  frac- 
tional part  of  a  share." 

The  Tables  were  as  follows : — 
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Farmer 

o. 
Smith. 
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Rule  2  also  provided  that  **  the  subscriptions  shall  be        1859. 
10*.  per  month  per  share.     Every  shareholder  shall,  at  the      ^^^     ' 
first  subscription  meeting,  commence  paying  his  or  her  <^- 

subscription  money,  or  sum  of  10*.  per  share,  for  each  and 
every  share  he  or  she  may  hold,  and  shall  afterwards  con- 
tinue paying  the  said  Subscription  money  of  10*.  per  share 
per  month,  with  all  fines  that  may  be  due  fi'om  him  or  her, 
at  every  succeeding  monthly  meeting,  or  at  latest  before 
the  third  Monday  or  Thursday  in  every  month,  until  the 
objects  of  the  Company  shall  be  fully  accomplished." 

Rule  3. — ''As  the  funds  of  the  Company  accumulate, 
the  manager  or  secretary  shall  fi-om  time  to  time  send 
notice  to  the  shareholder  next  in  rotation  on  the  list  for 
advances,  informing  him  when  he  may  receive  the  advance 
for  which  he  has  so  given  notice ;  and  within  two  months 
after  the  day  named  in  such  notice  the  shareholder  shall 
take  up  such  advance,  giving  security  according  to  Rule  9.'' 

Rule  6. — ''Any  shareholder  who  shall  be  desirous  of 
withdrawing  from  this  Company  any  share  or  shares  on 
which  he  or  she  has  not  received  an  advance,  shall  be 
allowed  to  do  so  on  giving  one  month's  notice,  in  writing, 
of  hb  or  her  intention  to  the  Board  for  the  time  being,  at 
any  monthly  meeting  of  the  Company;  and  shall  receive 
on  each  share  the  sums  mentioned  in  Table  II.  If  more 
than  one  shareholder  shall  give  notice  to  withdraw  at  one 
time,  they  shall  be  paid  in  rotation,  according  to  the  pri- 
ority of  notice." 

Rule  9. — "  When  any  shareholder  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  his  or  her  share  or  shares  pursuant  to  Rule  3,  he 
or  she  shall  give  notice  of  the  nature  and  situation  of  the 
premises  intended  to  be  offered  for  the  security  thereof  to 
the  manager  or  secretary ;  and  he  shall  forthwith  transmit 
the  same  to  the  Survey  Committee  or  the  surveyor,  who 
shall,  within  seven  days  after  the  receipt  thereof,  examine 
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1859. 


Farmeb 

V, 

Smith. 


the  premises  mentioned  in  such  notice  and  make  a  report 
thereon.  When  the  Board  or  Surrey  Committee  sihall  be 
satisfied  that  the  premises  so  to  be  ofiered  as  aforesaid 
are  a  sufficient  security  to  the  Company,  they  shall  direct 
the  trustees  to  pay  to  such  shareholder  the  sum  or  sums  of 
money  which  he  or  she  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  on 
such  members  executing  such  a  mortgage  of  such  premises 
as  the  solicitor  of  the  Company  shall  require,  and  deposit- 
ing the  same  and  all  other  necessary  title  deeds  relating 
thereto  with  the  trustees  as  a  security  to  the  said  Company 
for  so  much  money  as  shall  be  therein  expressed  to  be 
secured ;  and  the  trustees  shall  make  such  payments  ac- 
cordingly. In  the  said  mortgage  to  be  executed  upon  the 
advance  of  any  money  in  respect  of  any  share  or  shares  so 
purchased  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  provided,  that  in  case 
the  shareholder  taking  the  same  shall  at  any  time  there- 
after neglect  or  refuse  for  three  monthly  meetings  to  pay, 
observe  and  perform  all  or  any  of  his  or  her  subscriptions, 
payments  and  regulations,  on  his  or  her  part  respectively 
to  be  paid,  observed  and  performed,  then  the  trustees  for 
the  time  being  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  person  or 
persons  to  collect  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises 
therein  mentioned.  But  should  the  same  be  insufficient  to 
satisfy  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  the  trustees  should  like- 
wise have  the  power,  without  the  concurrence  or  consent 
of  the  said  shareholder,  absolutely  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all 
or  any  part  of  the  said  premises  by  public  auction  (and  in 
case  no  public  sale  can  be  effected,  then  by  private  con- 
tract,) for  the  most  money  that  can  be  had  for  the  same ;  or, 
with  the  consent  of  the  shareholder,  by  private  contract  in 
the  first  instance;  and  shall  receive  the  purchase  money 
arising  therefrom,  with  liberty  at  such  public  sale,  by  them- 
selves or  one  of  them,  or  some  other  person  appointed  by 
them  or  him  in  writing,  to  buy  in  the  same  on  behalf  of 
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the  Company,  and  to  resell  the  same  without  being  answer-        1859. 
able  for  any  loss  to  be  occasioned  by  such  resale :  and  also       p*^^*^^ 
for  enabling  the  trustees  out  of  the  money  to  arise  from  ^ 

such  collection  of  rents  and  profits  or  such  sale  as  afore- 
said, in  the  first  place  to  discharge  all  costs,  charges  and 
expenses  which  may  be  incurred  on  account  of  such  collec- 
tion of  rents,  or  sale  or  sales,  or  in  anywise  relating  to  the 
trusts  therein  contained ;  and  in  the  next  place,  shall  retain 
and  reimburse  themselves  and  the  said  Company  all  such 
principal  money,  subscriptions,  and  other  payments  as 
shall  then  be  due,  owing,  and  payable  by  such  shareholder 
under  and  by  virtue  of  these  rules  and  the  aforesaid  mort- 
gage. And  the  money  so  retained  for  the  said  Company 
shall  be  immediately  deposited  with  the  Company's  bankers, 
to  the  account  of  the  trustees,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  Company;  and  they  shall  and  will  pay  the  surplus,  if 
any,  arising  firom  such  sale  or  collection  of  rents  to  the  said 
shareholder,  or  to  such  other  person  or  persons  as  he  or 
she  shall,  by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  direct  or 
appoint  to  receive  the  same." 

Rule  10. — "  Whenever  the  funds  of  the  Company  are  not 
claimed  by  the  shareholders  for  advances  according  to 
Rule  3,  and  there  shall  be  to  the  credit  of  the  Company  at 
their  bankers  a  sum  equal  to  the  average  amount  of  two 
months'  subscriptions  beyond  the  liabilities  of  the  Com- 
pany, the  Board  shall  appoint  a  ballot  to  take  place  among 
all  the  shares  then  unadvanced ;  and  the  person  or  persons 
whom  the  ballot  shall  determine  as  the  person  or  persons 
liable  to  take  the  share  or  shares  so  to  be  balloted  for,  shall 
take  the  same  according  to  Table  I. ;  but  in  no  case  shall 
any  person  be  compelled  to  take  at  one  ballot,  when  shares 
are  balloted  for,  more  than  one  quarter  of  a  share.  And 
whenever  any  shareholder  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give 
security  for  such  one  foiurth  part  of  a  share  which  he  or  she 
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shall  be  limbic  to  uke  in  panmice  of  the  baDol,  be  or  she 
shall  withdraw  sodi  one  fcorth  pvt  of  a  Amte  ponoant  to 
Table  II.  Anj  shareholder  baring  taken  the  one  fourth 
pflrt  of  a  share  in  ponoanoe  of  the  balloC,  or  having  with- 
drawn die  saaoe,  shall  not  igun  be  fiable  to  the  faaDot  fer 
or  in  respect  ci"  such  share,  ontil  eretr  odier  share,  liable 
as  aforesaid,  shaU  hare  been  balloted  for.  The  balloC  shall 
hare  applintioo  to  the  nomber  of  each  share  noadvanced, 
and  not  to  indiTidaak.  Aoj  shareholder  opoo  whom  the 
ballot  filk  sfaaU  hare  die  pririkge  of  taking  the  whole  or 
anj  part  of  the  fimds  so  balbted  fior,  which  may  then  be 
at  die  bankos*  as  an  adrance  pmauaut  to  Table  L,  prcH 
Tided  he  sires  nodce  to  the  UMuagei  of  his  infeentioo  to  do 
so  withm  fourteen  davs  iiext  after  soch  balloC* 

Role  21.—^  If  anj  sfaarehoMer,  having  receired  an  ad- 
Tsnee  oo  anj  share  or  shares  and  ieiuied  the  repajment 
thereof  upon  his  or  her  pfemkes^  sfaaD  aefl  soch  premisea^ 
it  shall  be  lawiiul  for  the  ptnchMer  to  take  the  same^ 
chazgeable  with  the  debt  doe  to  the  Coeapanj;  and  the 
porchdeer  shall  thenceforth  becooae  aosweiable  to  the  Com- 
panj  for  the  pavmenc  of  the  sdbKnpcaxis  and  other  charges 
as  the  saoK  soall  becooae  pa jable :  and  die  uustees  dialL 
at  the  reinvest  and  cost  of  soch  shsehuUer.  iikaai  him  or 
her  fixxB  all  focure  Kabcfitj  in  respect  o^F  sodi  share  or 
shares,  if  theT  see  no  obieccsocL  If  aoT  sharehoUer  in  tins 
Compaaj.  who  idtall  have  receiied  his  or  her  share  or 
shares.,  or  anj  of  d^em^  shall  be  descroas  of  paving  and 
sK&sijTiv  the  secorttj  or  secarices  mhsA  shaB  hare  been 
^nren  for  the  ^ame«  he  sQalL  be  at  libertj  oo  do  so^  hj 
pajin^  to  the  cirectors  the  ^uoecrtpciocu  that  wooid  hare 
oecoooe  due  on  the  shares  airaoced  on  soch  pau|)eitj  up 
xo  the  end  of  the  thirteecch  jear  of  this  Companr,  and 
shall  be  jllowed  ':o  such  pajmeacs  dxacmmc  at  foar  per 
cent  per  snoom.     AnJ  :n  puj-nenc  uietevlL  feuiB 
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all  fines  due  in  respect  of  such  shares,  the  board  shall  direct 
the  trustees  to  deliver  all  deeds  and  other  documents  in 
their  custody  relating  to  the  security  to  the  shareholder, 
and  at  his  or  her  cost  to  indorse  a  receipt  (a)  or  acknow- 
ledgment on  such  mortgage,  according  to  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4, 

C*    O^,    Sa    D« 

Rule  32. — "  When  it  shall  appear  by  the  books  of  the 
Company  that  there  is  sufficient  to  pay  each  unadvanced 
share  120/.,  then  all  arrears  of  subscriptions,  fines  and  other 
payments  shall  become  due  and  shall  be  payable  immedi- 
ately, and  the  trustees  shall  enforce  the  payment  as  before 
expressed  iu  these  Rules.** 

Rule  33. — "  When  the  sum  of  120/.  for  each  unadvanced 
share,  with  all  other  expenses  and  liabilities  of  the  Com- 
pany^ shall  be  fully  realised,  the  accounts  shall  be  finally 
audited,  printed,  and  sent  to  each  shareholder,  and  the 
Company  terminate;  and  the  trustees,  with  the  advice 
of  the  solicitors  of  this  Company,  shall  deliver  up  to 
each  shareholder,  or  his  or  her  legal  representatives,  the 
title  deeds  and  other  documents  which  shall  have  been 
deposited  with  them  by  such  shareholder  as  a  security  to 
this  Company ;  and  shall  and  will,  at  his  or  her  request  or 
expense,  indorse  on  his  or  her  mortgage  a  receipt  for  all 
the  monies  intended  to  be  secured  thereby,  pursuant  to 
the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  9.    And  that  then  three  fourths 
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(d)  The  form  of  receipt,  given 
in  an  Appendix  to  the  Rules,  was 
as  follows : — 

**FoaM  or  Receipt  to  bb  Im- 

I>OB8BD  UrOB  MOBTQAGES.** 

By  virtue  of  the  Act  6  ^  7 
Wm,  IV^  cap,  32,  $ec,  5, 

We,  the  undersigned,  being 
the  trustees  for  the  time  being 
of -the  within  mentioned  British 


Building  and  Investment  Com- 
pany, do  hereby  acknowledge  to 
have  received  of  and  from  the 
within-named  his  heirs, 

executors,  administrators  or  as- 
signs, all  monies  intended  to  be 
secured  bj  the  within-written 
deed.    As  witness  our  hands. 

Dated  the         day        184  . 

**(The  above  form  is  to  be 
altered  as  occasion  may  require.)" 
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1859.       1^   number  of  the  shareholders  present  at  any  meeting 
'^T"^'^^^      specially  convened  by  giving  seven  days*  notice  to  each 

It  ABM  KB 

9.  member  shall  have  full  power  to  declare  thb  Company  at 

Smith.  /•     ii        i       j         j 

an  end,  and  all  accounts  thereof  be  nnally  closed;  and 

such  resolution  shall  be  effectual  at  law  and  in  equity  as  a 

release  from  all  the  shareholders." 

In  June,  185 1,  the  defendant  was  a  member  of  the  said 
Society,  and  held  four  shares  in  the  Company ;  and  there- 
upon he  became  entitled  to  an  advance  of  money  in  respect 
of  such  shares  to  the  amount  of  280/. ;  and  such  sum  was 
accordingly  advanced  to  him  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Company.  When  such  advance  was  made,  the  defendant 
delivered  the  said  four  shares  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
pany on  behalf  of  the  Company,  who  thereupon  made  on 
each  an  indorsement  as  follows : — 

"  Memorandum — Within  five  years  of  the  British  Build- 
ing and  Investment  Company,  the  sum  of  70L  was  received 
by  Mr.  William  Smith,  being  the  full  amount  to  be  paid 
by  the  Company  on  this  share.  No  further  sum  will  at 
any  time  be  receivable  from  the  Company  on  this  share  by 
any  [)er8on  who  may  hereafter  become  the  holder  thereof** 

The  defendant  executed  an  indenture  of  mortgage,  dated 
the  24th  of  June,  1851.  This  indenture,  which  was  made 
between  the  defendant  of  the  one  part  and  the  plaintifis 
of  the  other  part,  was  (so  fiur  as  material)  as  follows: — 
**  Whereas  by  an  indenture  of  lease  bearing  date  the 
day  of  1851,  made  between  R.  De  Beavoir  of  the 

first  i^rt,  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  the  said 
U.  He  Beavoir  demised  and  leased  unto  the  said  W.  Smith 
(the  defendant)  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  with  the 
messuage  thereon,  erected  ftc,  for  the  full  end  and  term  of 
sevent  Y  two  years  and  one  half  of  another  year,  to  be  com- 
puteil  from  I^dy  Day  then  last,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3iL, 
tiiuhject  to  the  covenants  therein  contained.     And  whereas 
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a  Society,  called  The  British  Building  and  Investment 
Company,  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  by 
subscription  a  fund  to  assist  the  members  thereof  in  obtain- 
ing freehold  or  leasehold  property,  pursuant  to  an  Act 
(6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32) ;  and  the  rules  have  been  made  for 
the  government  of  the  said  Society,  and  certified,  allowed, 
confirmed  and  enrolled.  And  whereas  the  sums  of  money 
to  be  contributed  by  subscription  in  respect  of  each  share 
in  the  funds  of  the  said  Society  amount  to  the  sum  of  120/., 
and  the  said  W.  Smith  is,  according  to  the  said  rules,  en- 
titled  to  receive  out  of  the  said  funds  thereof,  by  way  of 
anticipation,  the  sum  of  280/.  in  respect  of  his  shares, 
numbered  &c  in  the  books  of  the  said  Society,  upon  his 
entering  into  the  security  hereinafter  mentioned.  And 
whereas  the  said  W.  Farmer,  &c.  (the  plaintiffs)  are  the 
trustees  duly  appointed  of  the  said  Society.  Now  this  in- 
denture witnesseth,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  280/. 
sterling  to  the  said  W.  Smith  now  paid  by  the  said  W. 
Farmer,  &c.,  as  such  trustees  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  said  Society,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknow- 
ledged, in  pursuance  of  the  said  rules,  the  said  W.  Smith 
doth  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  demise  unto  the  said  W. 
Farmer,  &c.,  their  executors,  &c.,  All  that  piece  or  parcel 
of  ground  situate  &c.,  on  part  whereof  one  messuage  or  tene- 
ment hath  lately  been  erected  &c.,  which  said  piece  or  parcel 
of  ground  and  the  dimension  thereof  are  more  particularly 
delineated  and  described  in  the  plan  drawn  in  the  margin  of 
the  said  indenture  of  lease,  with  all  ways,  &c. :  To  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  hereditaments  unto  the  said  W.  Farmer,  &c., 
their  executors,  &c.,  from  Lady  Day  then  last  past  for  the 
residue  of  the  said  term  of  seventy  two  years  and  the  half 
of  another  year  wanting  two  days,  without  impeachment 
of  waste,  at  the  rent  of  a  peppercorn,  if  demanded.  Never- 
theless, upon  trust  firom  time  to  time,  so  long  as  the  said 
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1859.        ^'  Smithy  his  executors,  &C.9  shall  duly  make  the  several 

"^^^^     '      payments,  and  observe  and  perform  the  regulations  pre- 

9.  scribed  in  the  articles  of  the  said  Society  in  respect  of  the 

Smith.  .11  i_        • 

said  shares,  and  also  perform  all  the  covenants  herein  con- 
tained, to  be  made,  observed  and  performed,  to  permit  him 
or  them  to  hold  the  said  premises  and  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof  for  his  and  their  benefit ;  but  if  he  or  they 
should  at  any  time  hereafter  fail  to  perform  and  keep  all 
or  any  of  the  said  covenants,  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
neglect  or  refuse  for  three  monthly  meetings  to  pay,  observe 
and  perform  all  or  any  of  his  or  her  subscriptions,  payments 
and  regulations  on  his  or  her  part  respectively  to  be  paid, 
observed  and  performed,  then  upon  trust  at  any  time 
thereafter  for  the  said  W.  Farmer,  &c.,  their  executors,  &c., 
or  the  trustees  tor  the  time  being  of  the  said  Society,  to 
appoint  a  person  or  persons  to  collect  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  premises;  but  should  the  same  be  insufficient 

to  satisfy  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then,  without  the  concur- 

• 

rence  of  the  said  W.  Smith,  his  executors,  &c.,  absolutely 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  premises 
by  public  auction  (and  in  case  no  public  sale  can  be  effected, 
then  by  private  contract),  &c.,  and  out  of  the  monies  to  arise 
ft-om  such  collection  of  rents  and  profits  or  such  sale  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  first  place  to  discharge  all  costs  &c.  which 
may  be  incurred  on  account  of  such  collection  of  rents  and 
profits  or  such  sale  or  sales  as  aforesaid,  or  in  any  wise 
relating  to  the  trusts  hereby  reposed  in  them  or  him,  &c. ; 
and  in  the  next  place  to  retain  and  reimburse  themselves 
or  himself  respectively,  in  trust  for  the  said  Society,  all 
sums  of  money  which  shall  be  due  and  which  may  after- 
wards become  due  and  payable  by  the  said  W,  Smith,  his 
executors,  &c.,  in  respect  of  the  said  shares  in  the  said 
Society,  by  virtue  of  the  rules  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  how- 
soever ;  it  being  hereby  agreed  by  the  parties  hereto  that 


Smith. 
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in  case  siich  sale  as  aforesaid  shall  take  place,  all  monies       1859. 

which  could  at  any  time  afterwards  have  become  due  from       ^-^^r^-' 
!_•  t  5«  I  Farmer 

bim    or  them,   according   to  the   subsisting  rules  of  the       ^  v. 

Society,  shall  be  considered  as  then  actually  due ;  and  the 
same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  lawfully  demanded, 
shall  be  fully  deducted  and  paid  out  of  the  money  received 
by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  powers  or  trusts ;  and  upon  trust 
to  pay  the  residue  (if  any)  of  the  said  trust  money  unto  the 
said  W.  Smith,  his  executors,  &c.  And  the  said  W.  Smith 
doth  covenant  with  the  said  W.  Farmer,  &c.,  and  their 
successors,  tmstees  for  the  time  being  of  the  Society,  that 
be  the  said  W.  Smith,  his  heirs,  executors,  &c.,  shall  and 
will  pay  the  subscriptions  and  interest  payable  on  his  said 
shares,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Society,  on  the  days 
and  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  abide  by  and  per- 
form the  rules  thereof  in  respect  of  the  said  shares.*' 

The  plaintiffs  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Company, 
and  the  Company,  have  acted  upon  the  21st  Rule,  and 
have  permitted  the  holders  of  advanced  shares  to  redeem 
the  same  and  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  securities  thereon  held 
by  the  plaintiffs  in  trust  for  the  Company,  and  the  same 
have  been  satisfied  by  payment  of  such  subscriptions  as 
would  have  become  due  on  such  shares  from  the  time 
of  such  redemption  thereof  up  to  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
Company,  and  of  all  charges  thereon :  and  such  practice 
prevailed  as  late  as  the  month  of  February,  1858,  after 
which  the  plaintiffs  refused  to  act  on  the  21st  Rule. 

The  manager  of  the  Company  absconded  in  the  month 
of  April  last,  having  embezzled  considerable  sums  of  money; 
but  before  that  time  and  prior  to  the  month  of  February, 
1858,  the  Company  had  suffered  considerable  losses. 

In  July,  1858,  the  defendant  duly  gave  notice  to  the 
plaintiffs  and  to  the  Company,  according  to  the  said  rules, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  paying  and  satisfying  the  above 

VOL.  IV. — H.  8.  P  EXCH. 
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1859.  mentioned  security  so  granted  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintifik ;  and  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  pay  to  the 
directors  of  the  Company  all  sach  subscriptions  as  would 
become  due  on  the  said  advanced  shares  up  to  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  Company,  and  all  lawful  claims  and 
charges  in  respect  thereof;  and  requested  the  directors  to 
direct  that  the  aforesaid  indenture  of  mortgage  should  be 
returned  to  him  according  to  the  said  rules ;  but  this  the 
directors  of  the  Company  refused  to  do. 

In  August,  1858,  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  Company 
ended ;  but  the  funds  of  the  Company  were  not  then,  nor 
are  they  now,  sufficient  to  realise  120L  per  share. 

The  plaintifis,  as  trustees  of  the  Society,  contend  that 
the  Society  wi]l  not  under  the  aforesaid  circumstances 
terminate,  according  to  the  Rules  thereof,  until  the  full  sum 
of  120/.  for  each  unadvanced  share,  with  all  the  expenses 
and  liabilities  of  the  Society,  shall  be  fully  realised  by 
means  of  such  payments  of  the  shareholders  as  are  by  the 
said  Rules  required  to  be  made ;  and  that  the  defendant  is 
bound,  notwithstanding  the  termination  of  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  Society,  he  being  then  and  still,  as  the  plaintiflb 
contend,  a  member  thereof,  to  pay  the  said  subscriptions 
on  the  said  shares  and  to  continue  to  pay  the  same  aooord- 
ing  to  the  Rules  of  the  Society,  on  the  days  and  in  manner 
therein  mentioned,  and  abide  by  and  perform  the  Rules 
thereof  in  respect  of  the  shares  until  such  termination  of 
the  said  Society  as  last  aforesaid.  The  defendant  says^ 
that  in  July,  1858,  when  he  gave  notice  to  the  plaintifis  of 
his  desire  to  redeem,  and  also  at  the  expiration  of  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  Society,  he  having  paid  up  all  his 
subscriptions  and  interest  according  to  the  said  indenture 
of  mortgage  and  Rules  of  the  Society,  and  in  every  respect 
complied  with  the  same,  is  entitled  to  have  all  the  title 
deeds  relating  to  the  premises  comprised  in  the  sud  inden* 
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ture  of  mortgage  delivered  up  to  him  and  the  security 
satisfied,  and  a  receipt  for  all  the  monies  payable  to  the 
Society  by  virtue  of  the  said  indenture  and  secured  thereby, 
indorsed  thereon  by  the  plaintiffs  as  the  trustees  of  the 
Society. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are :  first, 
whethef,  upon  the  facts  stated,  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  redeem  his  property  so  mortgaged  as  above.  SSecondly, 
whether  the  plaintifis  are  entitled  to  recover  firom  the 
defendant,  upon  the  said  indenture,  the  sum  of  money 
claimed  in  the  action,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  his  aforesaid 
subscriptions  and  interest — If  the  Court  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  the  defendant  was  not  entitled  to  redeem,  or  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the 
said  sum  of  money,  then  judgment  shall  be  entered  for  the 
plaintiffs  for  the  sum  of  4L  If  the  Court  shall  be  of  a 
contrary  opinion,  then  judgment,  with  costs  of  defence, 
shall  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Knawks  {Beazley  with  him)  argued  for  the  plaintiffs  in 
Hilary  Term  (Jan.  28). — This  Society  was  established 
under  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  which,  after  reciting  that 
certain  Societies,  commonly  called  Building  Societies,  have 
been  established  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  that 
it  is  expedient  to  afford  protection  and  encouragement  to 
such  Societies,  provides  that  any  number  of  persons  may 
form  themselves  into  Societies  for  the  purpose  of  raising, 
by  the  monthly  or  other  subscriptions  of  the  members, 
shares  not  exceeding  the  value  of  150/.  for  each  share,  such 
subscriptions  not  to  exceed  20s.  per  month  for  each  share, 
a  stock  or  fiind  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  each  member 
thereof  to  receive  out  of  the  funds  of  such  Society  the 
amount  or  value  of  his  shares,  **  to  erect  or  purchase  one  or 
more  dwelling-house  or  bouses,  or  other  real  or  leasehold 

p  2 
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1869.       estate,  to  be  secured  by  way  of  mortgage  to  such  Society 
^^^"^      until  the  amount  or  value  of  his  or  her  shares  shall  have 

Farmes  ^ 

r.  been  fully  repaid  to  such  Society,  with  the  interest  thereon, 

&C.  The  Act  then  provides  for  the  making  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  and  guidance  of  such  So- 
cieties. Section  2  enables  any  such  Society  to  receive  from 
any  member  thereof  any  sum  of  money  by  way  of  bonus  on 
any  share  for  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  same  in  advance 
prior  to  the  same  being  realised.  So  that  the  Act  recog- 
nises two  classes  of  members,  viz.,  those  who  do  not  receive 
the  value  of  their  shares  until  the  termination  of  the  Society, 
and  those  who  receive  an  advance  on  their  shares.  By 
section  5,  the  trustees  may  indorse  upon  the  mortgage  a 
receipt  for  the  monies  thereby  secured,  which  shall  vacate 
the  same,  and  vest  the  estate  in  the  person  entitled  to  the 
equity  of  redemption.  By  Rule  1  of  this  Society,  the  first 
subscription  was  due  in  September  1845.  Rule  2  defines 
the  object  of  the  Society,  and  provides  that  every  share- 
holder shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on  his  shares  the  amount 
mentioned  in  Table  L  (a).  According  to  that  table,  he  would 
during  the  first  year  be  entitled  to  an  advance  of  60L  a 
share,  though  he  might  have  paid  less  than  6L ;  but  if  be 
did  not  receive  any  advance  be  would  at  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  year  (at  which  period  it  was  calculated  that  the 
Society  would  terminate)  receive  120/.,  having  paid  781. 
Rule  2  also  provides,  that  every  member  shall  continue 
paying  his  subscription  money  of  lOs,  a  month  until  the 
objects  of  the  Company  shall  be  fully  accomplished.  There* 
fore,  whether  the  objects  of  the  Company  are  accomplished 
in  thirteen  years,  or  not  until  a  longer  period,  every  member 
must  go  on  paying  his  subscription.  Rule  3  points  out  the 
mode  of  obtaining  an  advance.  By  Rule  6,  a  shareholder 
may  withdraw  any  share  on  which  he  has  not  received  an 

(a)  Ante,  p.  198. 
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advance :  so  that  a  member  who  has  received  an  advance 
on  his  shares  must  continue  a  shareholder,  since  he  has  got 
by  anticipation  all  the  benefit  which  he  would  have  had  at 
the  termination  of  the  Society.  Rule  9  relates  to  mort- 
gages in  respect  of  advances,  which  must  contain  a  provi- 
sion that,  in  case  the  shareholder  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  his  subscriptions,  the  trustees  may  appoint  a  person 
to  collect  the  rents  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  and,  if  they 
are  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  to  sell  the  premises.  By 
Rule  21,  if  any  shareholder  who  has  received  an  advance 
sells  the  mortgaged  premises,  the  purchaser  takes  the  same 
chargeable  with  the  debt  due  to  the  Company,  but  the 
shareholder  is  not  released  unless  the  trustees  see  no  ob- 
jection. That  nile  also  provides,  that  if  a  shareholder  who 
has  received  advances  shall  be  desirous  of  satisfying  the 
security,  he  may  do  so  by  paying  the  subscriptions  that 
would  have  become  due  on  the  shares  advanced  up  to  the 
end  of  the  thirteenth  year^  and  shall  be  allowed  a  discount 
on  such  payments.  It  is  said  that  the  effect  of  this  provi- 
sion is,  not  only  to  enable  the  shareholder  to  redeem  his 
mortgage,  but  also  to  discharge  him  from  all  future  liability 
as  a  member  of  the  Society.  Such  a  construction  is  at  vari- 
ance with  the  other  parts  of  the  Rule ;  and,  if  the  provision 
be  so  read,  it  is  not  authorized  by  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32. 
The  words  "up  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year"  must  be 
construed  with  reference  to  the  other  Rules,  and  as  governed 
by  the  words  "  if  the  objects  of  the  Company  shall  be  fully 
accomplished.**  By  Rule  22,  when  it  shall  appear  by  the 
books  of  the  Company  that  there  is  sufficient  to  pay  each 
unadvanced  share  120/.  all  arrears  of  subscriptions  shall 
become  due  and  the  trustees  shall  enforce  payment.  By 
Rule  33,  when  the  sum  of  120i  for  each  unadvanced  share 
shall  be  realised,  the  Company  shall  terminate ;  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  shall  have  power  to  declare  the 
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Company  at  an  end.  The  mortgage  deed  contains  an 
express  covenant  that  the  mortgagor  will  pay  bis  subscrip- 
tions according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Society ;  and  by  those 
Rules  a  shareholder  who  has  received  an  advance  cannot 
withdraw^  but  must  pay  his  subscriptions  until  sufficient  is 
realised  to  pay  the  unadvanced  members  120L  each.  There 
are  several  authorities  upon  the  question  whether  the  de- 
fendant is  entitled  to  redeem  his  mortgage.  In  Motley 
V.  Baker  {a)  the  plaintiff  filed  a  bill  in  equity  to  redeem 
certain  premises  which  he  had  mortgaged  to  a  Building 
Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  as  a  security  for  money 
advanced  upon  his  shares,  and  the  question  was,  upon 
what  terms  was  he  entitled  to  redeem.  Sir  J.  Wigram^ 
V.  C.9  there  pointed  out  that  the  principle  on  which  these 
Societies  proceed  in  making  advances  to  their  members  b, 
not  that  of  a  mere  loan  to  a  stranger  upon  a  security,  but 
an  advance,  at  the  then  present  or  conventional  value  of  the 
member's  interest  in  the  share  which  he  would  otherwise 
only  receive  at  the  terminatiou  of  the  Society,  and  that, 
having  received  it  by  anticipation,  he  could  only  redeem 
upon  payment  of  his  subscriptions  up  to  the  time  of  the 
probable  duration  of  the  Society.  On  appeal,  that  decision 
was  affirmed  by  Lord  Cottenham  (i).  Again,  in  Seagrave  v. 
Pope  (c),  Lord  Truro  held  (reversing  the  decision  of  Knight 
Bruce,  V.  C.\  that  such  an  advance  to  a  member  was  not  a 
loan,  but  an  anticipatory  payment,  by  way  of  discount,  of 
the  shares  he  would  otherwise  have  been  entitled  to  at  the 
termination  of  the  Society,  and  that  the  mortgage  was  to 
secure  his  subscriptions  until  that  period ;  and  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  redeem  upon  the  terms  of  repayment  of  the 
advance,  minus  the  amount  of  subscriptions  paid  by  him  up 
to  the  notice  to  redeem.     There  the  mortgage  deed  con- 

(fi)  6  Hare,  87.  (6)  1  Hall  k  Twells,  301. 

(c)  1  De  Gex,  M»N.  &  G.  783. 
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tained  no  covenant  for  repayment  of  the  money  advanced. 
Fleming  v.  Self  {a)  is  an  authority  that,  if  the  provbions  in 
the  mortgage  deed  are  inconsistent  with  the  Rules,  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  must  prevail ;  and  it  was  evidently  the 
intention  that  the  members  should  continue  to  pay  their  sub- 
scriptions until  12021  was  realised  for  each  unadvanced  share. 

Wilde {  W.G.Harrison  with  him),  for  the  defendant — First, 
th^  defendant  is  entitled,  under  the  21st  Rule,  to  redeem  his 
mortgage  security  on  payment  of  his  subscriptions  up  to  the 
end  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  Society,  and,  having  done 
that,  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  it  Secondly,  even  if  he 
does  not  cease  to  be  a  member,  there  is  no  power  to 
sue  him  upon  the  indenture.  The  parties  agreed  to  pay  a 
certain  monthly  subscription  for  each  share  during  the 
existence  of  the  Society.  They  contemplated  that  it  would 
last  thirteen  years,  and  they  made  provision  for  its  termina- 
tion at  the  end  of  that  period.  They  calculated  that  the 
amount  received  from  subscriptions  and  fines  would,  at  the 
end  of  thirteen  years,  produce  sufficient  to  pay  each  member 
120£,  but,  if  the  Society  were  prosperous,  it  might  termi- 
nate earlier.  There  is  a  provision  that  shareholders  may 
receive,  by  way  of  advance,  a  sum  equivalent  to  that  which 
they  would  be  entitled  to  at  the  end  of  thirteen  years. 
This  Society  differs  in  that  respect  from  those  in  the  cases 
referred  to.  There  the  advance  share  was  put  up  by  auction 
and  knocked  down  to  the  member  who  was  the  highest 
bidder  for  it ;  here  the  shareholder  requiring  an  advance  is 
entitled  to  a  certain  fixed  sum  calculated  upon  the  number 
of  years  he  would  have  to  pay  his  subscription.  Thus,  in 
the  first  year  he  would  be  entitled  to  an  advance  of  60/.,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  70/.,  and  in  the  eleventh  of  99/. ;  but  in 
each  case  he  is  bound  to  pay  his  subscription  up  to  the  end  of 

(a)  3  De  Gcx,  M'N.  &  G.  997. 
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1859.        the  tbirtecDth  }ear.    The  sum  advanced  and  the  sum  to  be 
Fa&mkh       P*^^  ^^^  correlative  and  regulated  by  the  time  of  payment 
^'  There  is  likewise  a  provision  for  shareholders  withdrawing 

from  the  Society,  and  the  sums  which  in  such  case  they 
are  entitled  to  receive  are  also  calculated  for  a  period  of 
thirteen  years.  A  member  who  has  drawn  out  hia  money 
is  not  liable  to  pay  any  further  subscriptions.  So,  where  a 
member  has  received  advances,  there  is  a  provision  for 
redemption  which  discharges  him  from  further  liability. 
In  Mosley  v.  Baker  (a)  no  definite  time  was  fixed  for  the 
termination  of  the  Society ;  but  it  was  to  continue  until 
the  shares  were  of  the  value  of  120/.  each.  In  Fleming  v. 
Self{b\  the  directors  resolved  that  the  Society  might  be 
expected  to  terminate  in  eleven  years,  and  that  this  term 
should  be  the  basis  on  which  to  calculate  the  liabilities 
of  members  desirous  of  withdrawing.  Here  there  is  an 
express  provision  for  redemption  on  payment  of  the  sub- 
scriptions that  would  become  due  on  the  shares  advanced 
up  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year.  Therefore  a  member 
entitled  to  redeem  may  get  rid  of  his  liability  to  pay  bis 
subscriptions  for  the  remainder  of  the  thirteen  years  by  the 
payment  of  one  sum.  [^Martiny  B. — The  members  agree 
to  pay  their  subscriptionsuntil  a  fund  is  raised  sufficient  to 
realise  120/.  for  each  share.  Some  of  them  get  a  pre- 
l>aynient  of  what  they  would  ultimately  be  entided  to,  but 
that  does  not  release  them  from  their  obligation  to  pay  until 
the  fund  is  raised.]  It  was  competent  to  the  parties  to 
agree  that  a  future  liability  might  be  bought  up,  and  they 
have  stipulated  that  an  advance  shareholder  shall  be  free 
from  future  liability  on  payment  of  his  subscriptions  up  to 
the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year.  An  advance  shareholder 
who  roileoms  can  never  derive  any  benefit  frx>m  the  success 

i«0  (^  ll»n\  sr ;  $.  C.  affirmed  (6)  3  De  Gex,  M»N.  &  G. 

^Mi  Ap)Hva«  1  Hall  j^  Twdhs  301.  997. 
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of  the  Society,  and  he  must  pay  his  subscription  for  thirteen        1859. 
years.     When  he  receives  the  advance,  he  agrees  to  accept       p^^^i^ 
a  less  sum  instead  of  his  120iL  share,  and  when  he  redeems       „  i'* 

.  .     .  Smith. 

he  pays  his  subscription  in  advance.  It  may  be  that  the 
Society  is  prosperous,  and  that  in  ten  years,  or  a  less  time, 
sufficient  is  realised  to  pay  each  unadvanced  member 
120/.,  but  the  redeeming  member  can  derive  no  benefit: 
whilst  the  former  would  have  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for 
ten  years  only,  the  latter  on  redeeming  must  have  paid  a 
sum  equal  to  his  subscriptions  for  thirteen  years.  In  Fleming 
V.  Self  (a)  it  Was  held  that  the  redeeming  member  was 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  profits.  There,  Lord  Cranworth, 
C,  said : — "  When  an  unadvanced  member  withdraws  from 
the  Society,  it  is  reasonable  that  he  should  receive  back, 
not  only  the  principal  sums  which  he  has  contributed,  but 
also,  by  way  of  bonus,  a  portion  of  the  benefit  which  those 
sums  have  gained  for  the  Society.  *  *  *  But  the  condition 
on  which  an  advanced  member  redeems  (which  is  in  truth 
withdrawing)  is  very  different.  The  rule  which  gives  him, 
on  redeeming,  the  same  sum,  under  the  name  of  *  profits,' 
as  is  given  to  an  unadvanced  member  withdrawing,  appears 
to  be  hardly  reasonable.  Still,  the  question  to  be  decided 
is,  not  whether  the  provision  is  fair  and  just,  but  what  is 
the  meaning  of  the  rule.  If  the  meaning  is  clear,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Court,  if  possible,  to  give  it  effect"  Here,  the 
mortgage  being  on  the  terms  that  if  the  advanced  member 
does  not  pay  his  future  subscription  the  Society  may  sell 
the  mortgaged  premises,  the  provision  that,  when  he  re- 
deems by  payment  of  his  subscriptions,  &c.,  the  mortgage 
deed  shall  be  returned  to  him  affords  strong  evidence  that 
it  was  never  intended  that  he  should  be  under  any  further 
obligation  to  pay.  The  language  of  the  21st  Rule  is,  "  if 
any  shareholder  shall  be  desirous  of  satisfying  the  security," 

(a)  3  De  Gex,  M'N.  &  G.  997. 
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&c. — that  is,  the  security  for  the  performance  of  hb  obliga- 
tion to  pay  the  subscriptions,  &c.,  **  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to 

Farmer  *    •'  * 

V.  do  so,"— that  b  to  get  rid  of  the  secariqr  and  conaequent 

obligation  by  paying  the  subscriptions  up  to  the  end  of  the 
thirteen  years.  Under  the  power  of  sale  in  the  mortgage 
deed,  one  of  the  trusts  b  for  payment  to  the  Society  of  all 
monies  due,  or  to  become  due,  in  respect  of  the  advanced 
shares  by  the  Rules  of  the  Society.  [WaUcn^  B. — No  aigu- 
ment  can  be  drawn  from  the  power  of  sale,  fax  it  might  be 
exercised  after  the  thirteenth  year.]  The  intention  was  to 
deprive  the  redeeming  member  of  all  chance  of  profit,  and 
to  relieve  him  from  all  liability.  By  the  21st  Rule,  die 
mortgage  deed  must  be  delivered  up  with  a  receipt  indorsed 
upon  it,  according  to  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5,  which 
receipt  vacates  the  mortgage  and  vests  the  property  in  the 
person  entitled  to  the  equity  of  redemption.  Therefore  no 
action  can  be  maintained  on  the  mortgage  deed,  for  the 
covenants  are  at  an  end.  The  remedy,  if  any,  is  by  appli- 
cation to  a  justice  of  the  peace  under  the  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56, 
8.  21.     [Martin^  B.,  referred  to  Critp  v.  Bunbury^dyi 

Knowlesy  in  reply. — This  Society  could  never  terminate 
before  the  end  of  thirteen  years.  It  b  founded  on  a  calcu- 
lation that  at  that  period  enough  would  be  realised  to  pay 
the  unadvanced  members  120iL  a  share ;  but,  from  losses  or 
other  causes,  that  might  not  be  possible  until  several  years 
nfterwanls.  This  is  a  mutual  benefit  society:  the  6(M. 
received  by  the  advanced  member  in  the  first  year,  and  the 
70/.  in  the  fifth  year,  is  an  equivalent  to  the  120/.  to  be 
received  by  the  unadvanced  member  at  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  year.  The  advanced  member,  having  received 
all  the  Iwnefit  which  he  bai^gained  for,  is  bound  to  pay  hb 
snlwriptions  until  the  other  membere  have  received  the 

(a)  8  Bing.  3d4. 
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same.  The  Rules  shew  that  the  intention  was  that  the  sub-        1859. 
Bcriptions  should  be  paid  until  the  object  of  the  Society       ^^^""^^ 
was  fully  accomplished,  that  is,  until  the  unadvanced  share-  »• 

holders  received  120L  a  share.  In  Seagrave  v.  Pope  {a) 
Lord  TrurOf  C,  said :  By  the  16th  Article,  "  a  person  who 
has  not  had  any  advances  made  to  him  may  withdraw  from 
the  Society  and  receive  back  his  subscription,  subject  to 
a  certain  forfeiture.  But  that  does  not  aiford  any  good 
reason  for  contending  that  a  person  who  has  had  an  advance 
may  withdraw  on  repayment  of  such  an  advance.  The 
party  to  whom  a  liberty  of  withdrawal  is  given  by  the  16th 
Article  has  not  received  anything  from  the  Society,  but  the 
Society  have  had  the  use  of  his  subscriptions.  But  the 
member  who,  by  the  advance  made  to  him,  has  had  his 
share  discounted,  as  it  were,  is  under  an  obligation  to  pay 
and  make  the  monthly  payment  for  which  the  share  was 
awarded  him."  Though  the  security  contained  in  the 
mortgage  deed  is  vacated  by  the  indorsement  of  the  receipt, 
the  covenants  in  the  deed  are  not  thereby  released.  There 
is  no  remedy  under  the  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  s.  27.  [Channellj 
B.,  referred  to  Cutbtll  v.  Kingdom  (J).] 

Cur,  adv.  vulU 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Martin,  B. — This  is  a  special  case  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  In  September,  1845,  a  Bene6t  Building  So- 
ciety was  duly  established  under  the  statute  6  &  7  Wm.  4, 
c  32,  called  ''The  British  Building  and  Investment  Society," 
and  its  Rules  were  lawfully  certified.  This  action  is  brought, 
upon  a  covenant  hereafter  mentioned,  to  recover  from  the 
defendant  4iL,  being  the  monthly  subscriptions  upon  four 
shares,  alleged  to  be  due  from  him  to  the  Society  for  the 
(a)  1  De  Gex,  M'N.  &  G.  783.  (b)  1  Excb.  494. 
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months  of  September  and  October,  1858.     In  June,  1851, 
the  defendant  was  a  member  of  the  Society  and  owner  of 
»  four  shares,  and  was,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Society, 

entitled  to,  and  received,  70iL  on  each  share,  amounting  to 
280iL  This  sum  was  paid  to  him,  and  a  memorandum  was 
indorsed  on  each  of  the  shares,  to  the  effect  that  the  defend- 
ant had  received  from  the  Society  the  full  amount  to  be 
paid  on  these  shares,  and  that  no  further  sum  should  at 
any  time  thereafter  be  receivable  from  the  Society  upon 
them.  At  the  same  time  the  defendant  executed  an  in- 
denture by  way  of  mortgage,  dated  the  24th  June,  1851, 
containing  the  covenant  upon  which  this  action  is  brought 
This  indenture  was  made  between  the  defendant  and  the 
plaintiffs,  and  recited  that  the  defendant  was  leasee  fur  a 
long  term  of  years  of  some  land,  and  that  the  sum  of  money 
to  be  contributed  by  subscription  in  respect  of  each  share 
in  the  above  Society  amounted  to  120iL ;  and  that  the  de- 
fendant was  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  fund  by  way  of 
anticipation  280/.  in  respect  of  his  shares,  upon  entering 
into  the  securitv  thereafter  mentioned.  The  indenture  then 

m 

witnesssed  that,  in  consideration  of  2S0L  paid  to  the  defend- 
ant out  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  in  pursuance  of  the 
rules,  the  defendant  granted,  &-c.  to  the  trustees  the  said 
land :  To  have  and  to  bold  &c.  for  the  residue  of  the  said 
term  wanting  two  days ;  upon  trust,  so  long  as  the  defend- 
ant made  the  payment  in  respect  of  the  said  shares,  to 
permit  him  to  hold  the  premises  and  receive  the  rents,  but 
if  he  &iled  and  neglected  for  three  monthly  meetings  to 
pay  his  subscription,  then  upon  trust  for  the  plaintiffs,  or 
the  trustees  of  the  Society,  to  appoint  a  receiver  and  to  sell 
the  property,  &c.  The  indenture  then  contained  the  eaoe- 
nant  upon  which  this  action  is  brought;  r£r.  '^ thai  tike 
defendant  ihouJd  and  would  pay  the  subscriptions  and  interest 
payable  on  his  shares  acconHnff  to  the  ruks  of  tke  Soekiy^  on 
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the  days  and  in  manner  therein  mentionedy  and  abide  hy  and        1859. 
perform  the  rules  in  respect  of  tlie  said  shares,**    Previous  to       ^^^^    ' 
the  month  of  February,  1858,  the  Society  had  sustaioed  c 

considerable  losses,  and  in  April  of  that  year  the  manager 
absconded,  having  embezzled  considerable  sums  of  money. 
In  July,  1858,  the  defendant  duly  gave  notice  that  he  was 
desirous  of  satisfying  the  above  mortgage  security,  and  that 
he  was  ready  to  pay  all  such  subscriptions,  &c.  as  would 
become  due  on  his  shares  up  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  Society,  and  requested  that  the  indenture  of 
mortgage  should  be  returned  to  him ;  but  this  the  trustees 
refused  to  do.  In  August,  1858,  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
Society  ended,  but  the  funds  were  not  and  are  not  sufficient 
to  realise  120iL  for  each  unadvanced  share.  The  case  then 
states  the  points  respectively  contended  for  between  the 
parties  to  the  action,  and  the  two  questions  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Court : — First,  Whether  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  redeem  his  property  so  mortgaged  as  above.  Secondly, 
Whether  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  from  the  de- 
fendant upon  the  indenture  the  sum  of  money  claimed  in 
this  action. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  these  questions,  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  with  care  the  real  nature  and  objects 
of  this  Society,  and  the  contracts  and  liabilities  of  its  mem- 
bers to  be  ascertained  from  its  Rules.  By  Rules  1  and  2, 
the  first  subscription,  IO5.  per  share,  was  to  be  due  in 
September,  1845,  and  the  future  subscriptions,  being  10^.  . 
per  share  per  month,  were  to  be  continued  to  be  paid  by 
every  shareholder  until  the  objects  of  the  Society  were 
fully  accomplished. 

By  Rule  2,  one  object  of  the  Society  was  declared  to  be 
the  formation  of  a  fund  from  which  money  might  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  shareholders,  and  every  shareholder  was 
declared  to  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  fund  the  sum 
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mentioned  iti  Table  I.  (a)  for  eTery  share  snbacribed  for. 
This  Table  is  stated  to  have  been  constructed  by  Mr.  Mac- 
arthur.  And  Table  L  states  the  amount  the  shareholder  is 
entitled  to  receive  on  each  share  for  thirteen  years,  vix. 
6i)L  during  the  first  year,  120L  during  the  thirteenth,  and 
sums  varj'ing  between  them  in  each  intermediate  year. 
Table  IL  shews  the  amount  a  withdrawing  shareholder  is 
entitled  to  receive  at  the  end  of  any  year;  and  Table  IlL 
is  a  discount  Table.  Another  object  of  the  Society,  as 
shewn  by  Rules  32  and  33,  is  that  every  shareholder  who 
has  received  no  advance  upon  his  share  shall  receive  120iL; 
for  the  33rd  Rule  declares  that  when  the  sum  of  12021  for 
each  unadvanced  share,  with  all  the  expenses  and  liabiliues 
of  the  Company,  should  be  fully  realised,  the  Society  shall 
terminate,  and  the  trustees  shall  deliver  up  to  each  share- 
holder who  has  received  an  advance,  the  title  deeds  depo- 
sited with  them  as  security,  and  indorse  on  the  mortgage  a 
receipt  for  all  the  money  secured  thereby,  pursuant  to  the 
6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5,  which  operates  as  a  reconveyance 
of  the  land  mortgaged,  and  that  then,  by  a  resolution  of 
three  fourths  of  the  members,  the  Society  may  be  declared 
to  be  at  an  end ;  and  this  resolution  shall  be  a  release  from 
all  the  shareholders  at  law  and  in  equity. 

There  were  therefore  to  be  two  classes  of  shareholders. 
First,  the  shareholders  who  receive  an  advance.  A  share- 
holder of  thb  class  has  received  all  the  benefit  proposed  by 
the  Society.  He  was  deemed  to  be  in  the  same  positioa 
as  those  who  receive  120iL  at  the  termination  of  the  Society. 
During  the  first  year  he  was  entitled  to  60/.,  although  he 
has  only  paid  6/.,  perhaps  not  so  much;  and  during  the 
fifth  year  he  was  entitled  to  70/.,  although  he  had  only 
paid  30/.;  but,  having  received  ail  the  benefit,  he  is 
bound  to  pay  his  subscription  to  the  termination  of  the 

(a)  AfUe,  p.  198. 
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Society:    he  can  no  longer  withdraw  from  it  (Rule  6).        1859: 
And  this  is  quite  just;    for  having    received  the   whole       Farmer 
benefit  he  is  in  justice   bound   to   contribute   until    all       smith 
receive   an   equal   benefit     The  indorsement  made  upon 
the  defendant's  shares  was  therefore  quite  correct;  when 
he  received  70t  per  share  he  received  all  which  could  ever 
be  receivable  from  the  Society  upon  them. 

The  second  class  of  shareholders  consists  of  those  who 
hold  shares  unadvanced  upon.  These  are  entitled  to  120iL 
(Rule  33);  and  whenever  there  was  sufficient  to  pay  them 
120iL  per  share  the  second  object  of  the  Company  was 
accomplished,  and  the  Society  was  to  be  terminated;  but 
until  this  was  attained,  and  the  object  of  the  Company 
thereby  fiilly  accomplished,  all  the  shareholders  were  bound 
to  continue  to  pay  their  monthly  subscriptions  of  10^.  per 
share  (Rule  2).  It  was  supposed  that  the  period  of  thirteen 
years  from  the  commencement  of  the  Company  bad  some- 
thing to  do  with  this;  but  it  clearly  has  not  According 
to  the  Tables  (a),  the  calculation  of  Mr.  Macarthur  was 
(we  presume  calculating  upon  some  given  rate  of  interest) 
that  there  would  be  120iL  at  the  end  of  the  thirteen  years 
for  every  share,  assuming  that  no  shareholder  had  taken 
an  advance  at  all.  But  the  success  of  the  Society  depends 
upon  whether  the  sum  of  120iL  per  share  for  the  unad- 
vanced shares  is  realised  within  or  beyond  the  thirteenth 
year ;  if  within  the  thirteen  years  (say  in  ten  years )  there 
had  been  ibnds  to  pay  the  unadvanced  shareholders  120/. 
per  share,  the  Company  would  have  been  at  an  end  and 
the  adventure  successfril.  The  shareholder,  in  respect  of 
each  share  unadvanced  upon,  would  receive  120/. ;  and  the 
holder  of  the  share  advanced  on  would  be  relieved  from  the 
payment  of  all  further  subscriptions.  The  unadvanced 
shareholders  would  get  their  120iL  per  share,  the  share- 

(a)  Antiy  p.  198. 
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holders  advanced  to  would  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of 
further  monthly  subscriptions,  and  the  land  mortgaged  as 
security  be  released  and  reconveyed  by  means  of  the  receipt 
and  the  operation  of  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c  3,  &  5. 

But  if  at  the  end  of  thirteen  years  there  were  not  funds 
sufficient  to  pay  to  the  shareholders,  in  respect  of  each  share 
unadvanced  upon,  120/.  per  share,  the  Company  would  not 
have  terminated;  it  becomes  an  unsuccessful  one;  and, 
according  to  the  2nd  and  33rd  Rules,  all  the  shareholders 
were  bound  to  continue  paying  their  monthly  subscriptions 
until  the  120iL  on  each  unadvanced  share  was  realised. 
This  is  perfectly  clear,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  Rules,  the  defendant  is  liable  and  bound  to  pay 
lOs.  per  share  for  the  months  of  September  and  October, 
1858,  being  the  two  months  next  succeeding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  thirteen  years  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Society. 

If  we  are  right  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Rules,  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  much  difficulty  in  answering  the 
questions  proposed.  The  3rd  Rule  prescribes  the  mode  of 
obtaining  the  advance;  the  9th,  the  security  to  be  given 
by  the  shareholder.  The  security  given  by  the  defendant 
for  his  advance  of  2S0L  is  the  mortgage  before  mentioned, 
which  seems  to  have  been  in  conformity  with  the  Rule. 
The  21st  Rule  prescribes  how  the  shareholder  is  to  redeem 
his  property  in  mortgage.  The  third  paragraph  declares 
that  if  a  shareholder,  who  shall  have  received  his  share, 
shall  be  desirous  of  paying  and  satisfying  the  security  which 
he  shall  have  given,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  by  pay- 
ing the  subscription  which  would  have  become  due  on  the 
share  advanced  on  such  property  up  to  the  end  of  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  Company,  and  shall  be  allowed  dis- 
count on  such  payment  at  4/.  per  cent. ;  and  on  payment 
thereof,  &c.,  the  board  shall  direct  the  trustees  to  deliver 
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to  the  shareholder  all  deeds  relating  to  the  security,  and  at       1859. 
the  shareholder's  costs  indorse  a  receipt  on  such  mortgage,      ^JT^*^^ 
according  to  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5.     The  form  of  «». 

«k  •       /  \  •       •  •  Smith. 

the  receipt  (a)  is  given  in  the  appendix,  and  purports  to 
be  a  receipt  of  all  monies  intended  to  be  secured  by  the 
deed;  but  this  memorandum  is  subscribed — "(The  above 
form  may  be  altered  as  occasion  may  require)."  The  5th 
section  of  the  statute  is  to  the  eifect  that  a  receipt  for  the 
money  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  mortgage  shall  vacate 
it  and  vest  the  estate  in  the  person  entitled  to  the  equity 
of  redemption  without  it  being  necessary  to  execute  a 
reconveyance. 

The  true  meaning  of  the  21st  Rule  seems  clear.  The 
parties  contemplated  that  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year 
at  the  furthest  all  the  objects  of  the  Company  would  be 
accomplished :  want  of  success  was  not  contemplated ;  the 
state  of  things  which  now  exists,  viz.  losses  and  embezzle* 
ment,  was  never  thought  of;  if  it  had  been,  the  21st  Rule 
might  possibly  have  been  framed  in  a  diiferent  manner: 
but  we  have  to  deal  with  it  as  it  is,  and  it  seems  to  us  that, 
according  to  his  contract,  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
redeem  his  property  in  mortgage  at  any  time  within  the 
thirteenth  year  by  paying  his  subscription  up  to  the  end 
of  that  year.  This  was  his  bargain,  and  he  is,  in  our 
judgment,  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it,  and  to  redeem  his 
property  at  the  time  he  professed  to  do  so. 

Oar  answer  to  the  first  question  therefore  is,  that  the 
defendant  was  entitled  to  redeem  his  property  in  mortgage 
in  the  month  of  July,  1858,  the  thirteen  years  not  termi- 
nating until  September.  Some  cases  were  cited,  but  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  one,  Flemtnff  v.  Self{b)f  in  which 
Lord  Cranwarth  lays  down  the  principle  upon  which  we 
act,  viz.  that  the  real  question  is,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
(a)  Anti,  p.  203.  (b)  3  De  G.  M'N.  &  G.  997. 
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1859.       the  rule  ?    If  the  meaning  be  clear,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 

^^^     '      Court  to  give  effect  to  it.     But  it  was  argued  on  behalf  of 

^'  the  defendant  that  this  would  relieve  him  from  his  liability 

Smith.  ^  i_  •      • 

to  pay  the  subscription  upon  his  shares  after  the  expiration 

of  the  thirteenth  year.  There  is  not  a  word  to  be  found 
either  in  the  act  of  parliament  or  the  Rules  to  this  effect ; 
on  the  contrary,  we  think  the  Rules  clearly  shew  that,  not- 
withstanding the  redemption  of  the  property,  the  liability 
to  the  payment  of  the  monthly  subscriptions  still  continues 
so  long  as  there  is  not  realised  1 20L  per  share  for  the  shares 
unadvanced  upon. 

The  second  question  is  this:  Does  the  covenant  con- 
tained in  the  indenture  as  above  stated  extend  to  the 
payment  of  the  subscription  subsequent  to  the  thirteen 
years,  or  must  the  Society  have  recourse  to  their  remedy 
upon  the  Rules  ?  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  covenant  does 
so  extend ;  in  its  terms  it  clearly  does.  The  advance  was 
obtained  upon  the  security  of  the  mortgage  in  which  it  b 
so  contained.  The  consequence  of  the  advance  was  that 
the  shareholder  obtaining  it  became  liable  to  pay  his  sub- 
scription to  the  termination  of  the  Society,  without  the 
power  to  withdraw;  and  we  think  we  further  the  true 
spirit  of  the  covenant  by  holding  it  to  bind  the  defendant 
to  pay  his  subscriptions  according  to  the  Rules  at  the  days 
and  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  until  the  termination 
of  the  Company. 

It  was  said  that  the  mortgage  deed  must  be  delivered  up 
to  the  defendant  with  a  receipt  indorsed  upon  it,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5.  This  may  be  so ; 
but  the  section,  though  it  provides  that  the  receipt  therein 
mentioned  shall  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the  mortgage,  and 
vest  the  estates  of  and  in  the  property  comprised  in  the 
security  in  the  person  entitled  for  the  time  being  to  equity 
of  redemption,  and  without  the  necessity  for  a  reconveyance, 
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it  does  not  provide  that  all  the  covenants  in  the  deed  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  released  or  extinguished,  or  that  the  deed 
itself  is  to  be  considered  as  cancelled.  We  think  that  a 
copy  of  the  deed  may  be  taken  and  preserved ;  that  the 
covenant  to  pay  the  subscriptions  is  a  personal  covenant 
not  necessarily  extinguished  by  the  operation  of  the  5th 
section^  and  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  on 
such  covenant  the  sum  claimed  in  this  action. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 
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Farmer 
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Smith. 


Collins  t;.  Cavc. 


Feb.  12. 


X  HE  declaration  stated  that,  before  the  commission  of  a  declaration 
the   grievances  hereinafter   mentioned,  the   plaintiff,   the  Jh/pUintiff, 
defendant  and   one  Charles   Collins   had  entered  into  a  c^lbUdTnt^ 
joint  speculation  and  adventure  in  and  relating?  to  certain  ^°***  *J??°* 

•^  *  °  specuIaiiOQ 

shares,  to  wit  the  shares  of  and  in  a  certain  railway  called  ^V  railway 

"^  shares:  that 

the  Paris  and  Strasbunr  Railway :  and  the  said  C.  Collins  C.  had  ad- 

°  "^  vanced  6000/. ; 

had  advanced  the  sum  of  6000^  for  the  purposes  of  such  20002.  on  his 

own  behalf, 
2000/.  as  a  loan 
to  tiie  plaintiff,  and  2000/1  on  behalf  of  the  defendant :  that  C.  was  desirous  of  retiring  from  the 
adventure,  and  the  defendant  offered  to  take  upon  himself  the  whole  of  the  adventure  and  debt  of 
6000/.,  provided  the  plaintiff  would  consent  to  abandon  his  share  to  the  defendant,  and  C.  would 
accept  the  defendant  as  his  debtor  in  the  place  of  theplaintiff  for  the  said  sum  of  2000/. ;  that  the 
phuntiff  did  abandon  his  share  of  the  aoventure  to  tne  defendant,  and  the  defendant  agreed  to 
take  upon  himself  the  whole  adventure  and  become  debtor  to  C.  for  the  whole  6000/ ,  and  C, 
00  the  faith  and  in  the  belief  that  such  an  arrangement  was  made,  consented  to  accept  the 
defendant  as  such  debtor  in  the  place  of  the  plaintiff.  Nevertheless,  the  defendant  knowing 
that  he  alone  was  capable  of  proving  that  the  plaintiff  had  assented  to  the  said  arrangement, 
Draadalentlv,  falsely,  and  maliciously,  and  before  the  Evidence  Act,  1 4  &  15  Vict.  c.  99,  and  in 
order  to  induce  C.  to  believe  that  the  said  joint  adventure  had  never  been  put  an  end  to,  and 
to  induce  C.  to  sue  the  plaintiff  for  the  2000/.,  and  to  deter  the  plaintiff  from  calling  the 
defendant  as  a  witness,  ana  to  destroy  his  credit  as  a  witness,  if  so  called,  wrote  and  sent  to  C. 
a  letter,  porportiny  to  be  addressed  to  the  plaintiff  but  directed  to  C,  wherein  he  fraudulently 
and  falsely  pretended  to  eipostulate  with  the  plaintiff,  and  asserted  that  the  plaintiff  had  posi- 
tively refiMed  to  concur  in  the  said  arrangement.  By  means  whereof  C.  was  induced  to  and 
did  believe  that  the  plaintiff  had  never  agreed  to  retire  from  the  said  adventure,  and,  acting  on 
inch  behalC  C.  brought  an  action  against  the  plaintiff  to  recover  the  2000/. :  that  the  said  action 
was  referred  to  an  arbitrator,  upon  the  terms  that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  defendant  should 
be  examined ;  and  C.  recovered  against  the  plaintiff  2,486/.,  which  he  was  compelled  to  pay — 
HeUf  that  the  declaration  disclosed  no  cause  of  action,  since  it  did  not  appear  that  the  damage 
to  the  plaintiff  was  a  natural  result  of  the  wrongful  act  of  the  defendant. 

Q  2 
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adventure,  2000/.  on  his  own  behalf,  20007.  on  behalf  of 
and  88  a  loan  to  the  plaintiff,  and  20002.  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant;  and  the  plaintiff  had  given  to  the  said  C.  Col- 
lins security  for  the  said  sum  of  2000/.  so  advanced  on  his 
behalf  and  as  such  loan  as  aforesaid.  That  after  such 
advance  and  such  security  so  given  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
C.  Collins  was  desirous  of  retiring  from  the  said  adventure, 
and  applied  to  the  defendant  to  eflTect  such  retirement  for 
him,  and  to  procure  some  other  party  to  undertake  the 
share  and  risk  of  him  the  said  C.  Collins  therein.  That 
the  defendant  then  offered  to  take  upon  himself  the  whole 
of  the  adventure  and  take  upon  himself  the  whole  of  the 
debt  of  6000/.,  provided  the  plaintiff  would  also  consent  to 
abandon  his  share  in  the  adventure  to  the  defendant  and 
the  said  C.  Collins  would  accept  the  defendant  as  his 
debtor  in  the  place  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  said  sum  of 
2000/.  so  advanced  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  as  aforesaid. 
That  the  plaintiff  did  so  consent  to  abandon,  and  did 
abandon,  his  share  of  the  said  adventure  to  the  defend- 
ant, and  the  defendant  had  due  notice  thereof,  and  agreed 
thereupon  to  take  upon  himself  the  whole  adventure,  and 
become  debtor  to  the  said  C.  Collins  for  the  whole  said 
sum  of  6000iL,  including  the  said  sum  of  20002L  so  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  as  aforesaid,  and  informed  the 
said  C.  Collins  thereof;  and  the  said  C.  Collins,  on  the 
faith  and  in  the  belief  of  such  an  arrangement  having  been 
bon&  fide  made,  consented  to  accept  the  defendant  as  such 
debtor,  and  to  accept  him  as  his  debtor  in  the  place  of  the 
plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  2000/.  so  advanced  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff  as  aforesaid,  and  did  abandon  and  give  up  to  the 
defendant  his  share  in  the  said  adventure ;  and  thereupon 
the  plaintiff  became  and  was  wholly  released  from  and  no 
longer  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  2000/.  to 
the  said  C.  Collins  or  upon  the  said  security.     Nevertbe- 
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less  the  defendant,  well  knowing,  as  the  fact  was,  that  he 
himself  was   then  alone  capable  and   possessed  the  only 
means  of  proving  at  law,  as  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
said  C.  Collins,   that   the  plaintiff  had   assented   to   the 
arrangements  above  mentioned  and  agreed  to  abandon  his 
share  of  the  said  adventure,  fraudulently,  falsely  and  mali- 
ciously, and  before  the  passing  of  a  certain  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  and  passed  &c.  (14  &  15  Vict.  c.  99),  intituled 
"An  Act   to   amend  the  law  of  evidence,"  in  order  to 
induce  the  said  C.  Collins  to  believe  that  the  said  joint 
adventure  had  never  been  put  an  end  to,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  had  never  agreed  to  retire  therefrom  or  assented 
to  the  agreement  lastly  hereinbefore  mentioned,  but  that 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  had  conspired  together  and 
fiedsely  represented  to  the  said  C.  Collins  that  such  was  the 
case ;  and  to  induce  the  said  C.  Collins  to  harass  and  vex 
the  plaintiff,  and  to  sue  the  plaintiff  for  the  said  2000/., 
and  to  deter  the  plaintiff  from  calling  the  defendant  as  a 
witness  for  the  now  plaintiff  in  such  action,  and  to  destroy 
bis  credit  as  a  witness  if  so  called,  wrote  a  certain  letter, 
dated  the  29th  day  of  June,  1848,  purporting  to  be  ad* 
dressed  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  inside  thereof,  but  directed 
on  the  outside  to  the  said  C.  Collins,  and  sent  the  same 
to  the  said  C.  Collins,  wherein  and  whereby  he  fraudu- 
lently   and    falsely    pretended    to    expostulate    with    the 
plaintiff,   and  asserted   that    the   plaintiff   had   positively 
refused  to  concur  in  the  arrangement  above  mentioned  or 
to  abandon  his  share  in  the  said  adventure,  but  insisted  on 
retaining  his  third  proportion  thereof  as  originally  agreed. 
By  means  whereof,  and  on  no  other  account  and  for  no 
other  reason  whatever,  the  said  C.  Collins  was  induced  to 
and  did  believe  that  the  plaintiff  had  never  agreed  to  retire 
from  the  said  adventure  nor  assented  to  the  last  mentioned 
agreement  being  put  an  end  to ;  and  in  and  acting  on  such 
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belief  and  upon  the  contents  of  the  said  letter,  and  not 
knowing  or  having  reason  to  believe  otherwise,  the  said  C« 
Collins  did,  before  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  commence 
an  action  against  the  plaintiff  in  her  Majesty's  Coml  of 
Exchequer  at  Westminster  to  recover  the  said  sam  of 
2000/L  and  interest.  And  the  plaintiff  says  that  he,  at  the 
commencement  of  such  action,  knew  of  such  letter  and  of 
the  conduct  of  the  defendant,  and  of  the  effect  thereof 
npon  the  said  C  Collins;  and  that  the  said  action  was, 
before  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  by  order  of  the  said 
Court,  referred  to  the  arbitrament,  order  and  disposition  of 
F.  Robinson,  Esq.,  barrister  at  law,  deceased;  but  apon 
the  terms  that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  defendant  duxild 
be  examined  before  the  said  arbitrator;  and  such  proceed- 
ings were  thereupon  and  therein  had,  that  by  the  judgment 
of  the  said  Court  the  sidd  C.  Collins  recovered  agunst  the 
plaintiff  the  sum  of  2486iL  Ss.  6dL,  and  the  plaintiff  was 
forced  and  compelled  to  pay  such  last  mentioned  sum,  and 
was  also  put  to  great  expense,  to  wit  the  sum  of  5001,  for 
his  own  costs  and  charges  by  him  expended  in  and  about 
the  said  action  and  reference. 
Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

Afontaffue  Smith  {AlSward  with  him)  aif^ed  in  support 
of  the  demurrer  in  last  Hilary  Term  (Jan.  24). — The  decla- 
ration disclodcs  no  cause  of  action.  The  damage  is  not  the 
legal  and  necessary  consequence  of  the  alleged  wrongful  act 
The  declaration  states  that  the  defendant  wrote  a  letter 
purpiming  to  be  addressed  to  the  plaintiff  but  directed  to 
Collins,  in  order  to  induce  Collins  to  sue  the  plaintiff;  but 
it  is  not  shewn  that  there  was  any  transfer  of  the  plaintiff's 
debt  to  the  defendant,  so  as  to  discharge  the  plaintiff  from 
his  liahility  to  Collins,  llie  declaration  also  states  that 
the  dcfcudnnt  wrote  the  letter  to  induce  Collins  to 
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that  the  plaiotiff  had  never  agreed  to  retire  from  the  ad- 
venture, and  to  deter  the  plaintiff  from  calling  the  defend- 
ant as  a  witness,  if  Collins  brought  an  action  against  the 
plaintiff.  But  the  act  of  Collins  in  bringing  the  action 
was  his  individual  act :  he  might  or  might  not  have  brought 
it.  Then,  the  action  having  been  brought,  it  is  referred 
upon  the  terms  that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  defendant 
should  be  examined  before  the  arbitrator,  and  the  result 
was  that  Collins  recovered  against  the  now  plaintiff.  It  is 
not,  however,  shewn  how  that  result  was  obtained;  nor 
does  it  appear  whether  the  now  plaintiff  was  examined  or 
not,  or  whether  he  set  up  any  defence  to  the  action,  or  in 
what  way  the  result  of  that  action  is  connected  with  the 
alleged  wrongful  act.  [Martin^  B. — Yon  say  that  if  a  man 
falsely  and  maliciously  induces  another  to  bring  an  action 
*  against  a  third  person,  and  he  does  so  and  recovers  wrong- 
fully, that  gives  no  cause  of  action.]  The  bringing  an 
action  is  not  a  wrongful  act,  and  the  law  presumes  that  a 
person  who  recovers  recovers  rightfully.  CottereHY.Jane8{a) 
was  an  action  against  two  persons  for  conspiring  together, 
maliciously  and  vexatiously  and  without  reasonable  or 
probable  cause,  to  commence,  and  commencing,  an  action 
against  the  plaintiff  in  the  name  of  a  pauper,  but  for  their 
own  benefit;  and  it  was  held  that  an  action  for  so  con- 
airing  would  not  lie,  there  being  no  allegation  of  legal 
damage  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  therefrom.  Jervis^  C.  J., 
there  said : — **  Where  an  action  is  wrongfully  brought  the 
costs  which  the  party  gets  are  a  compensation  for  the 
wrong :  but  in  criminal  cases  there  are  no  costs."  It  seems 
doubtful  whether  that  action  could  have  been  maintained, 
even  if  there  had  been  an  allegation  of  legal  damage. 
[PoffocA,  C.  B. — If  an  action  could  be  maintained  for  ma- 
liciously suing,  I  do  not  know  when  litigation  would  end: 

(a)  11  C.  B.  713. 
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1859.  the  next  step  would  be  an  action  for  maliciouBly  subpcenaing 
a  witness.  Martiuy  B. — An  action  for  maliciously  soing 
would  involve  a  trial  whether  the  judgment  in  the  former 
action  was  right.]  There  is  no  instance  of  an  action  of 
this  kind  in  which  the  termination  of  the  former  suit  was 
not  in  favour  of  the  defendant.  In  Haddan  v.  LM  (a)  the 
declaration  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  had  petitioned  for  a 
patent  for  a  certain  invention,  and  that  the  defendant 
falsely,  fraudulently,  maliciously  and  wrongfully,  and  with- 
out reasonable  or  probable  cause,  represented  to  the  Soli- 
citor General  that  he  had  an  interest  in  opposing  the  grant 
of  letters  patent  to  the  plaintiff;  alleging  as  special  damage 
that  by  reason  of  the  premises  the  Solicitor  General  refused 
to  allow  the  plaintifTs  application  to  proceed,  and  he  was 
thereby  prevented  from  obtaining  a  patent  fbr  his  inven- 
tion and  was  put  to  expense  in  opposing  a  grant  of  letters 
patent  to  the  defendant.  On  demurrer,  it  was  held  that 
the  special  damage  did  not  necessarily  flow  from  the  alleged 
grievance. — He  also  referred  to  2  Smith's  Lead.  Cas.  42«5. 

Lush  ( C  Pollock  with  him),  contra. — It  b  an  established 
principle,  that  where  a  person  makes  a  representation  wil- 
fully false  with  intent  to  injure  another,  who  thereby 
sustains  damage,  he  may  maintain  an  action  in  respect  of 
it.  Here  the  declaration  alleges  a  false  and  malicious 
representation  by  the  defendant  whereby  the  plaintiff  was 
injurod.  \PMocky  C.  B. — Suppose  a  person,  knowing  that 
an  action  is  about  to  be  brought,  tells  the  plaintiff's  attor- 
ney (hut  he  can  prove  his  case,  but  when  the  trial  comes 
on  he  says  that  he  can  prove  nothing ;  and  he  does  this 
maliciously  and  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  plaintiff  to 
co^ts.]  That  would  be  within  the  principle  that  if  any 
<Mio  knowingly  tells  a  fieilsehood  with  intent  to  induce  an- 

(u)  15C.  B.  411. 
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Other  to  do  an  act  which  results  in  his  loss,  he  is  liable  to 
that  person  in  an  action  for  deceit.  In  Gerhard  v.  Bates  {a) 
a  count  stated  that  the  defendant  and  others  had  formed  a 
Company  on  a  principle  known  as  a  Societe  Anonymef  with 
969OOO  shares  of  1/.,  of  which  I29OOO  were  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  public  at  12^.  6<2.  per  share,  free  from  further  calls : 
that  the  12,000  shares  were  actually  offered  to  the  public: 
that  the  defendant,  being  a  promoter  and  managing  direc- 
tor, intending  to  defraud,  deceive  and  injure  the  public, 
and  to  cause  it  to  be  publicly  advertised  that  the  Company 
was  likely  to  be  a  safe  and  profitable  undertaking,  and  to 
deceive  the  public  who  might  become  purchasers  of  the 
1 2,000  shares,  and  induce  them  to  become  purchasers,  falsely, 
fraudulently  and  deceitfully  caused  it  to  be  publicly  adver- 
tised, by  a  prospectus  issued  by  the  defendant  as  such 
director,  that  the  promoters  did  not  hesitate  to  guarantee 
to  the  bearers  of  the  12,000  shares  a  minimum  annual  divi- 
dend of  33  per  cent.,  and  that  the  guarantee  should  remain 
in  force  till  the  12^.  6d.  should  Be  thus  repaid  to  the  share- 
holders :  that  the  defendant,  by  means  of  the  said  false, 
fraudulent  and  deceitful  pretences  and  representations, 
wrongfully  and  fraudulently  induced  the  plaintiff  to  be- 
come, and  the  plaintiff  by  reason  thereof  actually  became, 
the  purchaser  of  2500  of  the  12,000  shares  at  12^.  6d.  : 
whereas  the  statement  was  false  and  fraudulent  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  defendant,  and  the  defendant  had  no 
ground  for  offering  such  guarantee  to  the  public,  as  he 
well  knew :  by  means  of  which  the  plaintiff  lost  the  money 
paid  for  the  shares.  It  was  held  that  the  damage  to  the 
plaintiff  was  su65ciently  shewn  to  be  the  direct  result  of 
the  defendant's  fraud,  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
against  the  defendant.    Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  in  delivering 

(a)  2  £.  &  B.  476. 


Cavb. 
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1859.        ^^^  judgment  of  the  Court,  said: — ** This  count  is  founded 

^^'^^<^^      on  a  deceitful  representation,  not  on  contract.     Now  we 

C0LLIH8 

V.  consider  it  clear  law  that,  if  A.  fraudulently  makes  a  repre- 

sentation which  is  false,  and  which  he  knows  to  be  folse,  to 
B.,  meaning  that  B.  shall  act  upon  it ;  and  B.,  believing  it 
to  be  true,  does  act  upon  it  and  thereby  snffers  damage,  B. 
may  maintain  an  action  on  the  case  against  A.  for  the 
deceit;  there  being  here  the  conjunction  of  wrong  and  loss 
entitling  the  injured  and  suffering  party  to  a  compensation 
in  damages :  Com.  Dig.  Action  upon  the  Case  for  a  De- 
ceipt  (A  9),  (A  10)."  [fVatson,  B,,  referred  to  Levy  ▼. 
Langridge  (a).]  In  that  case  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below  on 
the  ground  that,  as  there  was  fraud,  and  damage  the  result 
of  that  fraud,  not  from  an  act  remote  and  consequential, 
but  one  contemplated  by  the  defendant  at  the  time  as  one 
of  its  results,  the  party  guilty  of  the  fraud  was  responsible 
to  the  party  injured.  [fFatsariy  B. — That  principle  was 
recognised  in  Longmeid  v.  HolUday  {b).  Pollock^  C»  B. — 
The  case  of  a  simple  lie,  where  the  party  is  under  no  obli- 
gation to  tell  the  truth,  gives  no  cause  of  action.]  It  is 
otherwise  where  the  lie  is  told  with  the  intention  that  it 
should  be  acted  on  by  the  party  injured,  and  damage 
thereby  accrues  to  him.  Pasley  v.  Freeman  (c)  established 
this  broad  principle,  that  a  false  affirmation,  made  by  the 
defendant  with  intent  to  defraud  the  plaintiff,  whereby  the 
plaintiff  receive3  damage,  is  the  ground  of  an  action  upon 
the  case  in  the  nature  of  deceit  And  that  in  such  action 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  defendant  should  be  benefited 
by  the  deceit,  or  that  he  should  collude  with  the  person 
who  is.     [Martin^  B. — In  Polhill  v.  Walter  (d)  the  doctrine 

(a)  4  M.  &  W.  337.  (c)  3  T.  R.  51. 

(6)  6  Exch.  761.  (d)  3  B.  &  Adol.  114. 
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was  carried  to  the  utmost  extent.     The  subject  was  also        1859. 
discussed  in  Fuller  v.  Wilson  (a),  which  was  followed  up  by       ^^     ' 
Ormrod  v.  Huth  (4).]     In  Barley  v.  Walford  (c)  it  was  held  ». 

that  the  declaration  shewed  a  cause  of  action,  it  appearing 
that  the  defendant  had  knowingly  uttered  a  falsehood  with 
the  design  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  a  benefit  and  acquire 
it  to  himself,  and  the  damage  naturally  flowing  from  the 
plaintiff's  belief.  Here  the  declaration  discloses  not  only 
a  false  affirmation  by  the  defendant,  and  damage  resulting 
therefrom  to  the  plaintiff,  but  also  a  benefit  to  the  defend- 
ant firom  his  firaud.  The  case  bears  some  analogy  to  an 
action  for  a  malicious  prosecution  or  a  malicious  holding 
to  bail,  only  that  such  actions  will  not  lie  unless  the  former 
proceedings  have  terminated  in  favour  of  the  original  de- 
fendant; for,  however  malicious  the  motive  may  be,  a 
person  has  a  right  to  take  legal  proceedings,  and  it  is  only 
on  their  termination  that  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  he 
was  justified  in  doing  so.  It  is  conceded  that  no  action 
will  lie  against  a  witness  for  perjury,  whereby  a  party  to  « 

the  suit  is  damaged ;  but  the  reason  is  that  the  witness  is 
protected  by  the  law,  on  the  same  principle  that  he  is  pro- 
tected from  being  sued  for  slanderous  words  uttered  by 
him  in  giving  evidence.  [PoUock^  C.  B. — Must  it  not  be 
taken  that  the  finding  of  the  arbitrator  was  correct  ?]  Not 
as  regards  the  defendant,  who  was  no  party  to  the  action. 
Besides,  the  wrongful  act  was  the  inducing  Collins  to  bring 
the  action.  In  Haddan  v.  Lott  {d)  the  Court  gave  no  formal 
judgment,  but  merely  an  intimation  of  opinion.  In  Cot' 
tereU  v.  Janes  (e)  the  declaration  contained  no  allegation  of 
legal  damage  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  from  the  wrongful 
act  of  the  defendant,  and  the  Court  expressly  forbore  to 

(a)  3  Q.  B.  58. 1009.  (^0  15  C.  B.  411. 

(6)  14  M.  &  W.  651.  (e)  11  C.  B.  713. 

(c)  9Q.  B.  197. 
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1859.        determine  whether  the  action  would  lie  if  there  had  been 
"^^^      an  allegation  of  damage. 


V. 

Cave. 


MofUoffue  Smithy  in  reply. — There  is  no  instance  of  an 
action  like  this,  where  the  decision  in  the  former  action  has 
been  in  favocu:  of  the  defendant.  The  damage  alleged  is 
not  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  defendant; 
for  the  arbitrator  may  have  disbelieved  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  now  plaintiff,  or  have  given  judgment  against 
him  on  account  of  default  of  his  own.  [Martin^  B.^  referred 
to  Hammond  8  Nisi  Prius,  as  an  admirable  work  on  the 
subject  of  torts.] 

Cur.  adv.  vmtL 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Watson,  B.— We  are  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  our  judgment.  The  question  arose  on  a  de- 
murrer to  a  declaration,  which  stated  that  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  and  one  Charles  Collins  were  engaged  in  a  pur- 
chase of  railway  shares,  and  Charles  Collins  had  advanced 
6000iL  for  the  shares,  of  which  2000iL  was  a  loan  to  the 
plaintiff:  that  Charles  Collins  being  desirous  of  release 
from  the  speculation,  the  defendant  had  agreed  with  the 
plaintiff  and  Charles  Collins  to  take  upon  himself  the 
shares  and  obligation;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  discharged 
from  the  same;  and  that  plaintiff  was  released  therefrom, 
and  that  defendant  was  the  only  witness  to  prove  the  agree- 
ment: That  defendant  maliciously  and  wrongfully  before 
the  Evidence  Act  came  into  operation,  to  induce  Charles 
Collins  to  sue  the  plaintiff,  and  to  believe  that  no  such 
agreement  was  made,  and  to  deter  the  plaintiff  from  calling 
the  defendant  as  a  witness  and  destroy  his  credit,  wrote  a 
letter  purporting  to  be  a  letter  to  the  plaintiff;  but  directed 
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and  sent  it  to  Charles  Collins,  by  reason  whereof  Charles 
Collins  brought  an  action  against  the  present  plaintiff;  and 
that  it  was  referred  to  the  late  F.  Robinson,  Esquire,  bar- 
rister at  law,  on  the  terms  that  neither  party  should  be 
called  as  a  witness.  That  Mr.  Robinson  made  an  award 
against  the  now  plaintiff.  It  was  contended  that  this  case 
fell  within  the  principle,  that  where  there  is  fraud  and 
intention  that  a  person  should  act  upon  it,  and  damage  sus- 
tained thereby,  an  action  lies:  Langridge  v.  Levy  (a).  It 
was  also  contended  that  the  case  was  of  the  nature  of  a 
malicious  prosecution. 

This  action  is  certainly  of  the  first  impression,  and  we 
cannot  see  very  well  on  what  principle  it  is  maintainable ; 
for  Charles  Collins  was  a  party  to  the  agreement,  and  it  is 
to  be  inferred  he  would  know  what  agreement  he  entered 
into.  There  seems  no  doubt  the  defendant  acted  fraudu- 
lently in  sending  this  letter  to  Charles  Collins.  The 
object  as  alleged  is  twofold :  first,  to  induce  Charles  Collins 
to  bring  the  action;  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  that  it  is 
actionable  to  induce  a  third  person  to  bring  a  wrongful 
action.  Again,  it  is  equally  difficult  to  see  how  making  the 
representation  to  neutralize  his  own  evidence,  and  to  deter 
the  plaintiff  from  calling  him  as  a  witness,  is  a  good  cause 
of  action,  when  an  action  could  not  have  been  maintained, 
as  admitted  in  the  argument,  against  the  defendant  if  he 
had  actually  committed  peijury  to  the  damage  of  the 
plaintiff.  Even  if  this  case  could  be  considered  analogous, 
as  argued,  to  an  action  for  a  malicious  prosecution  or 
malicious  arrest,  it  would  fail,  as  the  suit  is  determined  in 
favour  of  the  defendant  These  are  serious  objections  to 
the  cause  of  action  as  disclosed  in  the  declaration ;  it  is, 
however,  not  necessary  to  decide  the  case  on  these  grounds, 
for  we  think  it  is  not  shewn  by  the  declaration  that  the 

(a)  9M.&  W.  1. 
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IS59.        damage  alleged  is  the  oomeqaenoe  of  the  alleged  wmigfiil 

^^ — '      act  of  the  defendanL     It  is  not  allesed,  nor  is  it  to  be 

r.  inierred  from  the  alleeatioDi  io  the  deriantioa,  that  Mr. 

Bobinsoo's  arad  was  bfoa^t  about  br,  or  was  tibe  ncces- 


saiT  coDseqoenoe  o^  the  alleged  letter.  In  thefirat  plaee 
the  reference  of  the  actioQ  with  a  pivnso  that  neither  paitj 
shoold  be  examined  was  the  act  of  the  plaintiff;  when  the 
plaintiff  might  hare  filed  his  bill  in  ChanoerT  against 
Charles  CoOiiks  far  discorefr,  he  might  have  lefbaed  to 
refer  without  the  proriso  that  the  plaintiff  mig^  be  exa- 
mined. It  is  not  alleged  that  the  defendant  was  not  called 
as  a  witness  in  the  arbitratioQ,  or  that  the  &cts  were  not 
admitted  befeie  Sir.  Rohgnwtin,  and  he  might  have  eoo- 
adered  in  law  it  was  no  binding  agreement.  Therefeie 
oar  jodgment  most  be  for  the  defendanL 

It  far  the  defendant 


}>  Kxx3t  r.  PUEST. 

Declaration.— Ttar  defeoduu  :ook  and  detrained 

of  ie  ptjfr.rTs  of  zrear  raloe,  tLen  beme  in  and 
cpoa  certain  land  and  premises,  witn  the  appartenaiices» 
hshl  br  oc2e  J.  T.  SeZer^  35  tenaoc  :!iereof  to  the  Earl  of 
Morrun^jQ*  sec  5:r  dinsaice  >Risanc.  bet  tbr  certain  rent 
thee  £!e^5ed  :o  be  d.ie  5r.^m  J.  T.  SeHtsrs  to  the  said  Earl, 
fcr  led  in  resf^ct  or  :be  siid  jinc.  ic :  the  eatage  of 
wbich  said  laizd  wt^:  ibiec  cseii  ind  recjed  bx  the  plaintiff 
of  die  said  J.  T.  i^IIer^  ir  tb«f  viepascirrnftc  of  the  sasd  sheep 


\  9M  prc«iat>  *MiiiiKn«f  »  'ina  •mhkn  mcfa 
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of  the  plaintiff  for  a  certain  period  which  then  had  long 
to  run,  and  which  said  sheep  contributed  to  manure  and  till 
the  said  land  and  increase  the  eatage,  &c. ;  and  although  v. 

Priest. 

there  were  then  other  goods  and  chattels,  to  wit  of  the 
plaintiff,  there  distrainable  for  the  said  rent  in  and  upon 
the  said  land  (not  being  beasts  of  the  plough,  nor  other 
animals  or  chattels,  or  crops  not  distrainable  by  law),  suffi- 
cient for  a  reasonable  distress  for  the  rent  aforesaid,  jet  the 
defendant  afterwards,  to  wit  &c.,  sold  the  said  sheep,  and 
converted  and  disposed  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  defendant,  contrary  to  the  form  of 
the  statute,  &a — Second  count :  Trespass  for  taking  sheep. 
Third  count :  Trover  for  sheep. 

Plea,  to  the  first,  second  and  third  counts :  Not  guilty. 

At  the  trial,  before  BramtDelU  B.,  at  the  last  Essex 
Summer  Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  had 
purchased  of  Sellers  the  after-grass  of  certain  marshes  at 
Wanstead  which  were  rented  by  Sellers  of  the  £arl  of 
Momington,  and  that  on  the  8th  of  April,  1858,  he  had 
upon  the  marshes  ninety-four  sheep,  some  heifers,  some 
young  steers,  not  being  beasts  of  the  plough,  and  some 
unbroken  cart  colts.  On  the  same  day  the  defendant  seized 
the  sheep  as  a  distress  for  104/.  rent  due  to  the  Earl,  but 
the  rent  having  been  afterwards  paid  by  Sellers,  the  defend- 
ant returned  all  the  sheep  except  twelve,  which  he  kept 
and  ultimately  sold  to  satisfy  the  costs  of  the  distress. 
There  was  evidence  that  the  heifers  and  steers  were  of  con- 
aderably  greater  value  than  the  amount  of  the  rent  and 
expenses,  but  it  appeared  that  some  of  the  cattle  might 
have  escaped  into  an  adjoining  field.  It  was  admitted  that, 
if  the  horses  were  distrainable,  the  plaintiff  might  have 
satisfied  the  rent  without  taking  the  sheep. 

Upon  these  facts  the  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  in 
his  opinion  the  horses  were  distrainable,  but  he  asked  them 
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whether  there  were  cattle  enough  on  the  land,  besides  the 
horses,  to  satisfy  a  distress  for  120/.,  being  the  amount  of 
the  rent  and  a  reasonable  sum  for  expenses.  The  jury 
found  that  without  taking  the  horses  into  account,  there 
was  not  enough.  The  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff 
for  15/.,  the  value  of  the  sheep,  leave  being  reserved  to  the 
defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  or  to  reduce  the 
damages  to  Is. 

Bovtlly  in  Michaelmas  Term  (Nov.  10),  moved  accord- 
ingly.— The  question,  whether  the  horses  were  distrainable, 
depends  upon  the  51  Hen.  3,  stat.  4,  which  enacts, — "  Que 
nul  home  de  religion  ne  auter  soit  distreine  per  ses  beasts 
queux  gainont  son  terre,  ne  par  ses  barbits,  pur  la  det  le 
roy,  ne  pur  la  det  de  auter  home,  ne  pur  auter  encheson 
per  les  bailiffes  le  roy,  ne  per  autres,  tanque  come  il  trove 
auters  chateux  sufficient  dont  ilz  poient  lever  le  det,  ou  que 
suffist  sa  demaund,*^  &c  (a).  The  words  **  queux  gainont 
son  terre,"  in  this  statute,  mean  something  more  than  beasts 
of  the  plough — in  the  Articuli  supra  Chartas,  28  Ed.  1, 
St.  3,  c.  12,  '^bestes  des  charues"  (&).  It  may  well  mean 
beasts  which  manure  his  land.  In  Ducange's  Glossary,  the 
word  gagnagium  is  defined,  PecuUum  agricoUBy  quo  nomine^ 
comprehenduntur  omnia  tarn  jumenta^  quam  alia  initrumenta, 
qv<B  ad  cultum  agrorum  etfruges  colUgendcu  sunt  necessaria  (e), 
[  Watson,  B. — Those  statutes  are  only  in  affirmance  of  the 
common  law.] — Secondly,  though  sheep  are  privileged 
from  distress,  that  is  only  when  they  are  the  property  of 
the  tenant.  There  is  no  reason  for  the  application  of  the 
rule  to  the  case  of  sheep  belonging  to  a  stranger,  and  the 

(a)  See  2  Inst.  133.  ^.,  shall  not  be  distrained,  if 

(6)  2  Inst.  565.  there  be  other  sufficient  distress,** 

(c)  In  Com.  Dig.  Distress  (C),  referring  to  51  H.  3 ;  2  Inst.  132 ; 

it  is  said : — '*  Beasts  of  the  plough,  Co.  Litt.  47  a. 

or  which  improve  the  land^  as  sheep 
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language  of  the  statute  does  not  warrant  it.     The  words        1859. 
are,  "  no  man  shall  be  distrained  by  his  sheep,"    Thirdly,      ^^^^    * 
the  plaintiff  is  only  entitled  to  nominal  damages,  because  c*. 

he  sustained  no  real  injury  by  the  defendant  having  dis- 
trained the  sheep  instead  of  the  colts  and  steers. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 
In  the  same  Term  (Nov.  15), 

Bram WELL,  B.,  said.^  The  Court  think  that  in  this  case 
there  ought  to  be  a  rule  upon  the  question  whether  the 
damages  should  have  been  merely  nominal.  With  regard 
to  the  other  point,  whether  the  colts,  steers  and  heifers  were 
animals  that  gained  the  land,  we  are  of  opinion  that  they 
were  not.  In  fact  they  were  not  capable  of  being  used  for 
that  purpose  at  the  time.  As  to  the  point  whether  the 
statute  applies  to  the  case  of  a  sub- tenancy,  the  argument 
being  that  the  words,  ''no  man  shall  be  distrained  by  his 
sheep,"  apply  only  in  cases  where  the  person  distrained  is 
the  owner  of  the  sheep,  we  think  that  fails,  and  that  the 
statute  applies  in  every  case,  whether  there  is  an  immediate 
tenancy  between  the  occupier  and  the  distrainor,  or  whether 
there  be  no  immediate  tenancy.  On  this  point  the  rule 
must  be  refused.  But  there  will  be  a  rule  to  shew  cautse 
why  the  damages  should  not  be  reduced  to  one  shilling. 

Against  the  rule  so  granted, 

Hawkins  and  Malcolm  now  shewed  cause.  —  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  recovering  the  full 
value  of  the  sheep.  He  has  a  verdict  on  the  count  in  trover. 
In  trover  the  damages  are  the  value  of  the  goods  seized : 
Finch  V.  Blount  {a),  GiUard  v.  Brittan{b),  M*Leod  v. 
M^Ghie  (c).     It  will  be  alleged  that  the  defendant  might 

(a)  7  C.  &  P.  478.  (b)  8  M.  &  W.  575. 

(c)  2  M.  &  G.  326. 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  a  EXCH. 
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have  distrained  the  colts  and  cattle,  and  that  if  he  had 
done  so  the  plaintiff  would  have  had  no  redress.  But  it  is 
no  answer  to  an  action,  or  claim  for  damages  for  taking 
and  detaining  goods  under  an  illegal  warrant,  that  the 
goods  might  have  been  lawfully  detained  under  a  legal 
warrant.  l^JVaUon^  B. — In  a  case  on  the  Northern  Circuit, 
for  distraining  a  tenant's  goods  before  sunrise,  Cresswell^  J., 
directed  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  full 
value  of  the  goods  taken.]  This  is  not  an  action  for  an 
irregularity  in  the  distress,  but  for  taking  that  which  the 
plaintiff  had  no  right  to  take  at  all.  The  plaintiff  might 
have  replevied  and  got  back  hb  sheep.  [^Bramwellf  B. — In 
Nargatt  v.  Nias^a)^  the  Court  of  Queen*s  Bench  held  that 
trespass  lay  for  taking,  under  a  distress  for  rent,  tools  of 
trade  not  in  use,  where  there  were  other  goods  on  the 
premises  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  distress.] 

Bovilly  in  support  of  the  rule. — In  the  present  case  rent 
was  due,  and  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  distrain.  There 
were  two  descriptions  of  chattels  on  the  premises,  which  the 
plaintiff  was  at  liberty  to  seize.  First,  cattle ;  secondly,  if 
the  cattle  were  not  of  sufficient  value,  the  sheep.  The 
11  Geo.  2,  c.  19,  s.  19,  enacts  that,  *' where  any  distress 
shall  be  made  for  any  kind  of  rent  justly  due,  and  any 
irregularity  or  unlawful  act  shall  be  afterwards  done  by  the 
parties  distraining,  &c.,  the  parties  aggrieved,  &c.,  shall 
recover  full  satisfaction  for  the  special  damage  he,  she  or 
they  shall  have  sustained  thereby,  and  no  more.**  The 
plaintiff  sustained  no  real  damage  by  the  taking  of  the 
sheep  instead  of  the  colts  and  steers.  [Bramwell^  B. — 
The  plaintiff  might  have  rescued  the  sheep :  Com.  Dig. 
Distress  (D.  5).]  In  Proudlove  v.  Ttoemlow  (&),  Rodgert  v. 
Parker  (c)  and  Lucca  v.  Tarkton  (cf),  it  was  held  that  the 

(a)  28  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  143.  (c)  IS  C.  B.  112. 

(h)  I  Cro.  &  Mee.  326.  {d)  3  H.  &  N.  116. 
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measure  of  damages  in  actioDs  for  irregular  distresses  is  the       1859. 
amount  of  injury  sustained.     In  Knight  v.  Egerton  (a),  an      ^ — "^ — ' 

,  JVXEN 

action  on  the  case  for  selling  goods  distrained  for  rent,  with-  v. 

Pri  est 

cot  appraisement,  it  was  held  that  the  measure  of  damages 
was  the  value  of  the  goods  minus  the  rent.  The  sale  in 
that  case  was  wholly  unlawful.  In  Harvey  v.  Pococh  (i), 
where  a  landlord  distrained  for  rent,  amongst  other  things, 
goods  which  were  not  distrainable  in  law,  as  looms  in  work, 
there  being  sufficient  without  them  to  satisfy  the  rent,  and 
the  tenant  paid  the  amount  of  the  rent  and  costs  of  distress, 
upon  which  the  distress  was  withdrawn,  it  was  held  that 
the  tenant  was  entitled  in  an  action  of  trespass  to  recover 
only  the  actual  damage  sustained  by  the  taking  of  those 
goods. 

Martin,  B. — The  rule  must  be  discharged.  Sheep  are 
not  distrainable  if  there  are  other  goods  liable  to  distress, 
upon  the  premises ;  as  in  the  present  case  there  were  other 
goods,  the  sheep  might  have  been  rescued.  No  authority 
has  been  produced  to  shew  that  the  owner  can  only  recover 
one  shilling  damages  instead  of  the  value  of  the  sheep 
seized.  It  is  a  general  rule,  that  if  a  man  does  an  illegal 
act,  he  is  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  it.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  the  defendant  might  have  seized  other 
goods.  The  plaintiff's  sheep  having  been  sold,  he  is  entitled 
to  recover  their  value. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  From  the 
earliest  period  of  our  history,  it  has  been  the  law  that  sheep 
are  not  distrainable,  if  there  are  other  goods  on  the  premises 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  debt  The  seizure  was  therefore 
wholly  illegal.  If  the  plaintiff  had  replevied,  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  a  return  of  the  sheep.  The  defendant 
(a)  7  Exch.  407.  (h)  11  M.  &  W.  740. 

R  2 
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1859.        never  had  any  rightful  possession  of  the  sheep,  therefore 

^^     '       ihe  case  does  not  come  within  the  11  Geo.  2,  c.  19.     The 

^'  cases  cited  for  the  defendant  are  cases  where  the  distress 

was  lawful,  but  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  distrainor 

was  irregular. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  entirely  agree  with  the  rest  of  the 
Court.  The  rule  was  granted  after  some  hesitation.  The 
act  complained  of  was  one  of  trespass.  In  trespass  for 
taking  goods,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  value  of  the 
goods. 

Rule  discharged. 


Feb  12.       Flktcher  and  Rose  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway 

Company. 

A  railway  ±  HIS  was  a  s[)ecial  case  stated  by  order  of  nisi  prius. — 

hatTn^por-  1"^^  declaration  stated,  that  the  defendants  were  authorized 

for  the  parpose  ^^  Construct,  and  did  construct  a  certain  railway,  called 

wV*b"^a™*ic-  ^^®  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Railway,  by 

nient,and  "The  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Railway 

aconve^aoce  Act,  1846:"  that  the  plaintiflfs  were  the  owners  of  mines 

in  the  form 

ffiTeD  in  the  and  minerals,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  lying  under  the 
Cottitolidation  railway  of  the  defendants,  and  within  forty  yards  thereof. 
Schedule  (A.),  ^"^  ^^^e  entitle<l  to  work  and  get  the  same,  and  were 
willing  to '"^  desirous  of  working  the  same;  and  that  the  plaintifis,  on 
ml^^^r     '^®  ^^^^  ^^  November,  1857,   gave   the   defendants  due 

notice  of  the  notice  in  writing  of  their  intention  so  to  do  afker  the  ex- 
owner  s  m-  ^ 

tention  to  work 

them,  pursuant  to  s.  7H  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  is  not  entitled  to  the 
adjacent  or  subjacent  support  of  the  minerals  ;  but  the  owner  is  entitled  to  get  theoa  notwiih- 
standing  that  the  getting  of  such  minerals  would  cause  the  surface  to  subside Held,  accord- 
ingly, that  where,  under  such  circumstances,  the  Company  had  giren  notice  that  the  working  of 
the  mines  was  likely  to  damage  the  works  of  the  Company,  the  owner  of  the  minerab  was 
entitled  to  recover  compensation  which  had  been  asscssoa  under  the  7bth  section. 
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piration  of  thirty  days  from  the  giving  of  such  notice:  that        1859. 

the  defendants,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1857,  gave  notice      ^y^""^^ 

°  Fletcher 

to  the  plaintiffs,  that  it  appeared  to  the  defendants,  that  the  v. 

•  I  Great 

working  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals.      Western 

was  likely  to  damage  the  works  of  the  railway;  and  that 
the  defendants  were  willing  to  make  compensation  for  such 
portion  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals  to  the  plaintiffs: 
that  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants  did  not  agree  as  to  the 
amount   of   such   compensation  :    that    the   compensation 
claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  exceeded  50/.,  and  the  plaintiffs 
desired  such  question  of  compensation  to  be  tried  before  a 
special  jury,  and  gave  due  notice,  on  the  26th  of  March, 
1858,  of  such  desire  to  the  defendants  before  the  defendants 
had  issued  any  warrant  to  the  sheriff,  &c. :  that  the  defend- 
ants duly  issued  their  warranty  under  their  common  seal,  to 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  requiring  him  to  nomi- 
nate a  special  jury  for  such  trial,  and  a  special  jury  was  duly 
nominated  and  reduced  by  the  said  sheriff:  that  the  sheriff 
duly  summoned  the  twenty  special  jurymen  remaining  after 
such  reduction,  to  meet  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  such  time  not  being 
less  than  fourteen  nor  more  than  twenty-one  days  after  the 
receipt  of  such  warrant,  and  such  place  not  being  more 
than  eight  miles  distant  from  the  said  mines  and  minerals ; 
and  forthwith  gave  notice  to  the  defendants  of  the  time  and 
place  so  appointed  by  them :   that,  at  the  same  time  and 
place,  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants,  by  their  agents,  the 
twenty  special  jurymen  and  the  sheriff  being  present,  the 
twelve  jurymen  who  first  appeared  on  their  names  being 
called  over,  made  oath  that  they  would  truly  assess  such 
compensation,  &c. :  that  the  question  of  such  compensation 
was  duly  inquired  into,  &c.,  and  the  compensation  assessed 
by  the  said  jury  to  the  plaintiffs  was  lOOt ;  and  the  sheriff 
gave  judgment  for  the  said  sum,  and  the  said  verdict  and 
judgment  was  signed  by  the  sheriff,  and  being  so  signed 
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was  duly  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  coanty : 
yet  the  defendants  have  not  paid,  &c. 
f  The   defendants   pleaded. — That,  before   the   plainlifis 

Western     became  owners  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals,  the  defend- 

Railway  Co.  .  _     ,  r    i  •  i    a    -. 

ants,  m  pursuance  of   the  powers  of  the  said  Act,  were 

seised  in  their  demesne  as  of  fee,  of  the  lands  under  which 
the  said  mines  and  minerals  were  (save  and  except  the  said 
mines  and  minerals),  under  a  deed  of  conveyance  to  them, 
executed  by  Sir  Francis  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley,  and 
had  become  so  seised,  and  the  land  was  so  conveyed,  for  the 
purpose  that  the  defendants  should  make  a  part  of  tlieir  rail- 
way upon  the  same,  of  which  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily 
Foley  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  had  notice :  that  the 
plaintiff,  afterwards,  and  after  the  making  of  the  railway 
upon  the  said  land,  became  the  owners  of  the  said  mines  and 
minerals  by  virtue  of  a  certain  grant  and  conveyance  thereof 
to  them  made  by  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley;  and 
that  the  plaintiffs,  when  they  became  such  owners,  had  full 
notice  that  the  said  land,  and  the  surface  thereof,  had  been 
so  purchased  by  and  conveyed  to  the  defendants  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  that  part  of  the  said  railway  had  been 
so  made  upon  the  same :  that  before  and  at  the  time  when 
the  plaintiffs  became  such  owners,  the  defendants  had,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  conveyance  to  them,  and  by  reason  of  their 
having  so  made  part  of  the  said  railway  upon  the  said  land 
and  surface,  become  and  then  were  entitled  to  reasonable 
adjacent  and  subjacent  support  for  their  railway,  of  which 
the  plaintiffs  then  had  notice ;  and  that  the  working  of  the 
said  mines,  of  which  the  plaintiffs  gave  such  notice  as  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  would,  and  must  have  taken 
away  and  destroyed  the  said  adjacent  and  subjacent  sup- 
port ;  and  that  such  taking  away  and  destruction  of  support 
were  and  are  the  damage  likely  to  accrue  to  the  said  works, 
in  the  said  notice  mentioned ;  and  that  the  defendants  gave 
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the  notice  in  order  to  prevent,  and  because  they  had  no        1859. 
other  means  of  preventing,  the  plaintiffs  from  taking  away     ^^^^^ 
and  destroying  such  adjacent  and   subjacent  support,  by  »• 

Great 

working  the  mines,  and  not  otherwise,  and  because  great  Wx8tbrn 
injury  and  damage  would  have  been  done  to  the  railway  by 
the  said  taking  away  and  destroying  the  adjacent  and  sub- 
jacent support;  and  that,  upon  the  holding  of  the  inquisition, 
the  defendants  appeared  and  protested  that  they  were  not 
liable  to  pay  any  compensation  for  the  mines,  and  that  they 
would  not  be  bound  by  the  finding  of  the  jury  as  to  the 
amount  of  such  compensation  ;  and  that,  upon  the  holding 
of  the  inquisition,  the  jurors  gave  a  verdict  that  the  getting 
of  the  mines  would  cause  the  subsidence  of  parts  of  the 
railway ;  and  further,  that  if  there  were  no  railway  upon 
the  land,  the  getting  of  the  said  mines  would  cause  the 
land  and  the  surface  thereof  to  subside. 

The  plaintifis  took  issue  upon  the  plea. 

The  facts  relied  on  by  the  defendants  as  proving  their 
plea  are  the  following : — 

Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley  being  seised  in  fee, 
in  equal  moieties,  of  the  land  containing  the  minerals  in 
respect  of  which  compensation  was  claimed,  by  a  written 
agreement, "dated  the  8th  of  June,  1852,  contracted  to  sell 
part  thereof  to  the  defendants,  and  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1852,  by  deed,  conveyed  such  part  to  the  defendants.  On 
the  30th  of  June,  1854,  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily 
Foley,  by  another  written  agreement,  contracted  to  sell  the 
residue  of  the  said  land  to  the  defendants,  and  the  same 
was  conveyed  by  them  to  the  defendants  by  a  deed  dated 
the  21st  of  December,  1854.  The  first  mentioned  deed 
was  as  follows : — •*  We,  Sir  Francis  Scott,  Baronet,  the 
owner  in  fee  of  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  hereditaments 
hereinafter  conveyed,  and  the  Right  Honorable  Emily 
Foley,  commonly  called  Lady  Emily  Foley,  the  owner  in 
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1869.        fee  of  the  other  undivided  moiety  of  the  hereditaments 

^"^^"^      hereinafter  conveyed.  In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  79401 

^'  paid  to  us  in  equal  moieties,  pursuant  to  **  The  Birming- 

Wmtebh      ham,   Wolverhampton   and    Dudley  Railway  Act,   1846," 
Railway  Co.    ,        •       t».      .  n       -n   -i 

by  the  Birmingliam,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Railway 

Company  incor{>orated  by  the  said  Act,  Do  hereby  convey 
to  the.  said  Company,  their  successors  and  asaigns,  All 
those  pieces  of  ground  situate  at  Bradley  in  the  parish  of 
Sidgley,,  and  in  the  township  of  Bilston  in  the  parish  of 
Wolverhampton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  containing 
7  a.  I  r.,  &c.,  and  also  all  buildings  and  erections  now  stand- 
ing and  being  on  the  said  pieces  of  land  or  any  part  thereof, 
the  particular  shape,  lK)undarics  and  position  of  which  said 
pieces  of  ground  are  delineated  in  the  plan  hereupon  in- 
dorsed,  and  which  Siiid  pieces  are  numbered  37  and  38  in 
the  map  and  book  of  reference  of  the  said  railway  deposited 
&c. :  together  with  all  ways,  rights  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  and  all  such  estate,  right,  title  or  inte- 
rest in  and  to  the  same,  as  we  are,  or  shall  become  seised  or 
possessed  of,  or  are  by  the  said  Act  empowered  to  convey : 
To  hold  the  said  premises  to  the  said  (>orapany,  their 
successors  and  assigns,  for  ever,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  said  Act  In  witness «whereof  we, 
the  said  Francis  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley,  have  here- 
unto set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  24th  day  of  June,  1852. 
"  Francis  (l.  s.)  Scott.         Emily  (l.  s.)  Foley." 

The  deed  of  the  21st  day  of  December,  1854,  was,  with 
the  exception  of  the  mere  description  of  the  parcels  and 
the  date,  in  precisely  the  same  terms. 

The  defendants  purchased  and  acquired  the  land  for 
the  purpose  only  of  making  the  railway  by  the  Act  autho- 
rized to  be  made,  and  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley 
knew  that  fact.  And  it  is  the  fact,  as  alleged  in  the  plea, 
that  the  plaintiffs,  afler  the  making  the  railway  upon  the 
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land^  became  the  owners  of  the  mines  and  minerals,  by        1859. 
virtue  of  a  conveyance  by  the  said  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady      ^'"^    ' 

•^  •'  "^        Fletcher 

Emily  Foley;  and  they,  the  plaintiffs,  knew  that  the  siir-  v. 

face  of  the  land  had  been  purchased  by,  and  conveyed  to      Western 
the  defendants  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  part  of 
the  railway  had  been  made  upon  it. 

The  working  of  the  mines  would  have  taken  away  and 
destroyed  the  adjacent  and  subjacent  support  of  the  rail- 
way, and  such  taking  away  and  destruction  of  support 
were,  and  are  the  damage  likely  to  accrue  to  the  said  works 
referred  to  in  the  plaintiffs'  notice. 

On  the  inquisition,  the  defendants  appeared  and  made 
the  protest  mentioned  in  the  plea ;  but  they  also  went  on 
and  contested  the  amount  of  compensation. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  inquisition  to 
which  the  last  allegation  in  the  defendants*  plea  relates, 
and  the  findings  are,  as  alleged  in  the  plea,  true  in  point 
of  fact. 

The  jury  assess  and  give  a  verdict  for  the  sum  of  100/., 
to  be  paid  by  the  said  Company  to  the  said  R.  Fletcher 
and  D.  Rose  by  way  of  compensation  in  respect  of  the  said 
mines  of  thick  coal  under  and  near  to  such  parts  of  the 
said  railway  as  were  in  the  notice  of  the  Company,  dated 
the  19th  of  December,  1857,  referred  to.  And  the  jurors 
further  find  and  give  a  verdict  that  the  getting  of  the  said 
last  mentioned  mines  would  cause  the  subsidence  of  parts 
of  the  said  railway ;  and  further  find  and  give  a  verdict 
that,  if  there  were  no  railway  upon  the  said  lands,  the 
getting  of  such  mines  would  cause  the  said  lands  and  the 
sarfiM^  thereof  to  subside. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are :  First, 
Whether  the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Secondly,  If  not,  whether  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to 
judgment  non  obstante  veredicto.     If  the  first  question  is 
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1859.        answered  in  the  affirmative,  a  verdict  for  100/.  and  judg- 
y^"'^'^^      ment  thereon  are  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintifia  &c. 

Fletcher  '^ 

o. 
Great 

Wkstern  Gray  (with  whom  was  Kettle)  argued  for  the  plaintifis. — 

ihe  question  m  the  present  case  is  whether  a  liauway 
Company,  purchasing  land  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  acquires  a  right 
to  the  support  of  the  subjacent  and  adjacent  strata,  so  that, 
when  the  owner  of  the  minerals  desires  to  work  them,  he 
is  not  to  be  entitled  to  compensation  if  he  cannot  work 
them  without  letting  down  the  surface.  By  the  77th 
section  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845 
(8  &  9  Vict  c.  20),  it  is  enacted  that  the  Company  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  mines  of  coal,  &c.,  under  any  land 
purchased  by  them,  except  only  such  parts  thereof  as  sh^U 
be  necessary  to  be  dug,  or  carried  away,  or  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  works,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been 
expressly  purchased;  and  all  such  mines,  excepting  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  con- 
veyance of  such  lands,  unless  they  shall  have  been  expressly 
named  therein  and  conveyed  thereby.  By  section  78,  if  it 
appear  to  the  Company,  that  the  working  of  mines  under 
the  railway  is  likely  to  damage  the  works  of  the  railway, 
the  owner  shall  not  work  them ;  and  if  the  Company  and 
the  owner  do  not  agree  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation, 
the  same  is  to  be  settled  as  in  other  cases  of  disputed 
compensation.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  it 
was  no  new  thing  to  empower  companies  to  take  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  their  undertakings.  The  scheme  has  been 
that,  on  taking  the  land,  the  companies  should  pay  only 
for  the  surface.  If  there  are  minerals  under  the  land  they 
are  reserved  to  the  owners,  and  various  provisions  have 
been  made  to  meet  the  case  of  the  owner  desiring  to  get 
the  minerals  under  the  land  taken.     In  Canal  Acts  there 
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are  generally  clauses  enacting  that  the  owner,  when  desi- 
rous of  working  minerals  under  or  within  a  specified  dis- 
tance of  the  canal>  shall  aive  notice  to  the  Company,  who  9, 

.  .  Great 

may  inspect  the  mine  to  see  what  portion  of  the  minerak      Westcrn 

,  -       Railway  Co- 

may  be  gotten,  and  if  the  Company  does  not  then  make 

compensation  the  owner  is  allowed  to  work  the  minerals. 
It  often  happens  that  such  companies  allow  the  owner  to 
get  the  minerals,  and  the  land  to  fall  in,  and  afterwards 
raise  the  banks  of  the  canal,  this  being  found  cheaper  than 
purchasing  the  minerals.  In  The  Wyrley  and  Essington 
Canal  Company  v.  Bradley  {a)  it  was  held  that  a  Company 
so  constituted  could  not  maintain  an  action  against  a  coal 
owner  for  an  injury  to  their  canal,  the  Company  having 
neglected  to  purchase  the  minerals.  The  Dudley  Canal 
NavigatUm  Company  v.  Grazebrooh  (&)  is  a  case  upon  a 
similar  act  of  parliament.  Bayley^  J.,  there  points  out  that 
the  Company  do  not  pay  to  the  landowner  more  than  the 
value  of  the  surface ;  that  the  Company  are  relieved  from 
the  great  expense  of  buying  the  minerals,  along  the  whole 
line  of  the  intended  canal,  in  the  first  instance,  before  it  is 
constructed,  and  are  enabled  to  postpone  the  purchase  of 
them,  until  the  time  when  the  owners  really  want  to  get 
them;  and  that,  when  that  happens,  the  Company  have 
an  option  either  to  buy,  in  which  case  the  landowner  can- 
not get  the  minerals,  but  is  fully  compensated  for  the  loss 
of  his  right ;  or  not  to  buy,  in  which  case  he  receives  no 
compensation  at  all,  and  his  right  to  get  the  minerals 
ought  to  remain  as  complete  as  if  no  canal  had  been  made. 
Accordingly,  the  Court  held  that  the  only  reasonable  mode 
of  construing  a  proviso,  that  in  working  such  mines  and 
minerals  no  vyury  be  done  to  the  said  navigation^  was  to  con- 
stme  it  with  some  qualification ;  viz.  either  that  the  party 
working  the  mines  is  to  do  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the 
(a)  7  East,  368.  (b)  1  B.  &  Ad.  59. 
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navigation,  or  no  extraordinary  damage  by  working  them 
out  of  the  usual  mode.     The  case  of  The  Dudley  Canal 
».  NavigaHon  Company  v.  Grazebrook  (a)  was  never  disputed 

Western  down  to  the  time  when  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act  passed,  and  the  evident  intention  of  the  77th,  78th  and 
79th  sections  is  to  establish  a  nile  for  railway  companies  in 
accordance  with  that  decision. 

Whateley  (with  whom  was  Phipson),  for  the  plaintifls. — The 
Company  purchased  the  land  in  question,  and  took  a  con- 
veyance of  it  with  "  all  ways,  rights  and  appurtenances  there- 
unto belonging  and  appertaining."     It  is  admitted  that  the 
mines  and  minerals  are  not  included  under  these  words,  but 
a  right  of  support  is  included.     Such  right  is  one  of  the 
ordinary  incidents  of  property :  Smart  v.  Morton  {b\  Hum- 
phries V.  Broffden{c\  Rowbotham  v.  WiUon{dy     After  the 
sale,  Sir  Francis  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley  could  not  have 
let  down  the  land,  and  thereby  derogated  from  their  own 
grant.    [Pollock^  C.  B.— The  argument  would  be  conclusive 
but  for  the  77th,  78th  and  79th  sections  of  the  Act.]     The 
Act  was  intended   to  apply  to  all  mines  whether  under 
or  adjoining  the  railway,  but  not  to  cases  between  vendor 
and  purchaser.     This  was  a  purchase  by  agreement,  and 
not   under   the   compulsory   powers   of   the    Act     If  an 
adjoining  owner  desires  to  work  his  mines  he  may  require 
compensation,  or  be  entitled  to  work  them ;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  enable  a  person,  who  has  voluntarily  sold  his 
land  at  a  high  price   for  the  purpose  of  the   railway,  to 
deprive  the  land  of  that  support  which  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  Company  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  he 
has  sold  it.     Here  the  jury  have  found  that  if  the  coal  is 
gotten  the  land  will  sink.    Notwithstanding  any  right  to  use 

(a)  1  B.  &  Ad.  59.  (c)  12  Q.  B.  739. 

(&)  5  E.  &  B.  30.  (d)  8  E.Jk  B.  123. 
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the  coal,  the  owner  cannot  get  it  so  as  to  affect  the  safety        1859. 
of  the  line.     In  Tlie  Caledonian  Railway  Company^  appeU     y^^ 
lanUy  Sprat,  respondent  {a\  the  House  of  Lords  held  that  v. 

*  ^  Great 

a  conveyance  of  land  to  a  railway  company,  for  the  purposes  Western 
of  the  line,  gives  a  right  by  implication  to  all  reasonable 
adjacent  and  subjacent  support  connected  with  the  subject 
matter  of  the  conveyance ;  and  that,  therefore,  although  in 
the  conveyance  to  the  railway  company  the  minerals  were 
reserved,  the  grantor  was  not  entitled  to  work  them,  even 
under  his  own  land,  in  any  manner  calculated  to  endanger 
the  railway.  [Watson,  B. — It  does  not  appear  that  the 
railway  company  in  that  case  had  any  power,  as  they  have 
under  this  Act,  to  stop  all  mining  if  they  chose.] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  plaintifis  are  entitled  to  recover 
the  sum  awarded  to  them.  It  was  contended,  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  that  the  conveyances  having  been  by 
agreement  between  the  parties,  the  case  diflPers  from  that  of 
a  purchase  under  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Act,  and 
that  the  clauses  in  question  are  not  intended  to  interfere 
with  the  common  law  rights  of  the  parties.  Possibly  the 
provisions  may  be  unjust,  or  in  contravention  of  the 
common  law  rights  of  the  parties ;  but  their  meaning  is 
clear,  and  the  Legislature  having  pronounced,  we  are  bound 
to  decide  accordingly.  The  77  th  section  provides  that 
mines  shall  be  deemed  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  convey- 
ance, unless  they  shall  have  been  expressly  named  therein, 
and  conveyed  thereby.  That  is  enacted  of  all  land  pur- 
chased by  any  company  constituted  under  the  Act.  Now 
this  land  was  purchased  by  the  Company,  in  the  form  given 
by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  Company  purchased  land,  expressly 
excepting  the  minerals,  which  continued  to  belong  to  the 

(a)  2  Macqueen,  449. 
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IS-^O.        former  owneiv  of  the  soil     The  78th  section  prorides  that 
mines,  onder  the  railwaj,  shall  not  be  worked,  if  the  Coro- 


FtrrMiKft 


">'  psnj  are  willing  to  purchase  them.     All  persons  owning 


GftKAT 


Wmtbm      mmes  are  put  on  the  same  footmg,  whether  they  are  merely 
RailwatCo.  ^     ,  ,       .         .,  1.    u 

owners  of  mmes  under  the  railway,  or  persons  who  nave 

sold  the  surface  reserving  the  minerals.     If  the  Company 

are  unwilling  to  purchase,  the  owner  may  work  the  mines.  If 

the  Company  think  that  it  is  for  their  interest  to  exclude 

the  owner  from  getting  the  coal,  in  order  to  avoid  the  risk 

of  mischief  to  their  works,  they  may  stop  him  by  buying  the 

coal.     If  they  are  indifferent  about  it,  or  cannot  afford  to 

buy,  the  owner  may  proceed  to  get  the  coal  in  the  usual 

way.     The  plaintiffs  are  therefore  entitled  to  judgment 

Martin,  6. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     The  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845  (8  &  9  Vict  c.  18),  and 
the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845  (8  &  9  Vict 
c.  20),  form  a  code  of  law  under  which  these  public  under- 
takings are  constituted.     There  is  a  provision  in  the  Lands 
(Causes  Consolidation  Act  for  the  taking  of  lands  by  agree- 
ment, and  a  form  is  given.      Here,  in  pursuance  of  an 
agreement  between  Sir  F.  Scott  and  Lady  Emily  Foley, 
and  the  defendants,  the  conveyance  of  the  24th  of  June, 
1852,  was  executed.     It  is  clear  that  the  land  was  pur- 
chased under  the  Act,  and  not  under  the  ordinary  contract 
between  vendor  and  vendee.     The  conveyance  would  have 
l)een  void  at  common  law.     There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
deKMulants  bought  by  agreement,  in  the  same  way  in  wludi 
railway  cv>m{>anies  purchase  land.     I  see  no  reascMi  to  sop- 
lK^«e  that  the  provisions  made  by  the  sections  in  question, 
*nr  iK>t  j>ertectly  just     The  defendants  never  bought,  or 
l>aki  K>r  the  miness.  but  oolv  what  thev  were  entitled  to 
hK\\ .  HNklii^  the  AiTt?  tcwpf (her.     The  7 Tth  section  shews 
that  the  ntin<«  are  rc:  ccovevei  Secaue  ther  are  not 
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expressly  conveyed.     They  remained  in  Sir  F.  Scott  and        1859. 

Lady  Emily  Foley,  not  by  reservation,  as  in  The  Caledonian  v^^^^'^m 
Railway  Company  v.  Sprot  (a),  but  by  the  act  of  the  Legis-  «*• 

lature.     The  78lh  section  provides  that,  the  mines  being  Westbrk 

.  .  Railway  Co. 

excepted,  the  owner  shall  only  have  a  conditional  right  to 

work  them,  and  enables  the  Company  to  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent any  chance  of  injury  to  the  railway.  The  79th  section 
makes  provision,  that  in  case  of  the  Company  being  unwil- 
ling to  purchase  the  minerals,  the  owner  must  get  them  in 
a  proper  and  careful  manner.  Railway  companies  are, 
therefore,  protected  from  being  obliged  to  buy  mines  which 
they  do  not  want;  they  are  enabled  to  buy,  to  secure 
themselves  from  injury,  and  if  they  do  not  choose  to  buy, 
the  owner  is  bound  to  use  proper  care  in  working.  T/ie 
Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Sprot  {a)  did  not  turn 
upon  this  act  of  parliament,  but  upon  the  construction  of  a 
conveyance  regulating  the  rights  of  the  parties  as  between 
themselves.  The  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  have  the  verdict 
entered  for  them.  The  plea  is  bad ;  therefore  every  aver- 
ment in  it  must  be  proved.  It  contains  an  allegation  that 
the  defendants  were  entitled  to  reasonable  support  for  their 
railway.  That  allegation  is  not  proved,  the  defendants 
being  only  entitled  to  a  conditional  support. 

Watson,  B. — I  concur  with  the  rest  of  the  Court.  The 
conveyance  in  the  present  case  is  entirely  a  statutory  pro- 
ceeding. The  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  the  mines  reserved 
under  the  Act,  and  cases  relating  to  common  law  rights 
have  no  application.  The  77th  section  was  enacted  for 
the  advantage  of  both  parties.  Railway  companies  are  not 
to  be  incumbered  with  mines  which  are  useless  to  them. 
The  mines  under  the  land  of  the  Company  are  reserved  to 
the  owners  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance.     If 

(a)  2  Macqueen,  449. 
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Fletcher 

V. 

Great 
Wksterh 
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the  owners  desire  to  work  them,  or  get  the  minerals  within 
a  certain  distance  of  the  railway,  they  must  give  thirty  days 
notice,  which  is  required  because,  in  consequence  of  old 
workings,  the  railway  might  be  endangered  by  workings  at 
a  distance.  The  Company  may  express  its  willingness  to 
purchase,  and  thereby  stop  all  working.  The  plea  is  not 
proved,  and  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  have  the  verdict 
entered  for  them. 

Verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  plainti£fs  (a), 

(a)  Compare  Roberts  v.  Haines^  6  £.  &  B.  643 ;  S.  C.  in  error, 
7  £.  &  B.  625. 


The  2nd  sec- 
tion of  the 
3  &  4  Vict. 
0.  61,  which 
enacts  "that 


Feb.  9.  Thompson,  Appellant,  Harvey,  Respondent 

J.  HE  following  case  was  stated  for  the  opinion  of  this 

Court  under  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43  :  — 

On  the  llthof  October,  1858,  H.  Harvey,  one  of  the con- 
Jj;7lfPPfj^*  stables  of  the  parish  of  St.  Giles  in  the  borough  of  Colchester, 
to  retail  beer      ]^j  j  ^^  information  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 

shall  produce  j  r  j 

to  the  officer      of  Essex,  which  alleged  that  "  A.  Thompson,  of  the  parish 

of  excise  a 

certificate  of  Kirby  in  the  said  county,  beer  house  keeper,  within  the 

from  an  over- 
seer, that  he      space  of  three  calendar  months  last  past,  to  wit  on  &c.,  did 

resident  holder  imlawfully  sell  one  pint  of  beer  to  one  J.  Woodman,  to  be 

of  tbcholJtMi  consumed  in  the  house  of  the  said  A.  Thompson,  situate 

shJl  apply  to  *^  Kirby  aforesaid,  wherein  such  pint  of  beer  was  sold, 

be  licensed."  without  being  duly  licensed  so  to  do,  contrary  to  the  form 

only,  and  there-    of  the  Statute,"  &C. 

fore  a  licence 

may  be  valid, 

not  withstand-       ,        ,    /.      i  .      , 

ing  the  cer-       the  defendant  was  required  to  attend  at  a  petty  session. 
state  that  the      On  the  hearing  of  the  summons,  both  parties  attended  by 

applicant  is  such 
householder. 

But  a  licence  granted  to  a  person  who  is  not  in  fact  such  householder  is  void,  the  Itt  soctioo 
of  the  Act  being  imperative. 


Under  this  information  a  summons  was  issued,  by  which 


Haevet. 
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their  respective  attomies.     The  informant's  attorney  stated        1859. 

that  the  information  was  laid  under  the  3  &  4  Viet  c.  61,     ^^'^'^ 

Thompson 

intituled  *<An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  ^^  v. 
general  sale  of  beer  and  cider  by  retail  in  Englandi"  the 
Ist,  2nd,  5th,  13th,  16th,  18th  and  20th  sections  whereof 
are  as  follows : — (The  case  then  set  out  the  sections.)  The 
license  in  this  case  was  the  first  license  the  defendant 
Thompson  had  taken  out  for  the  sale  of  beer  to  be  drunk 
on  the  said  premises.  In  support  of  the  information,  the 
certificate  under  which  the  license  to  the  defendant  was 
granted  was  called  for  and  received  in  evidence.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  such  certificate: — (The  case  then  set 
out  the  application  for  the  certificate,  in  which  Thompson 
stated  that  he  was  **  dwelling  in  a  house  in  Lower  Kirby, 
in  the  parish  of  Lower  Kirby,  in  the  county  of  Elssex, 
being  the  real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  said 
house,"  &c.) 

Certificate. 

**  We,  the  undersigned,  being  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
of  Lower  Kirby,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  respectively 
rated  to  the  poor  at  no  less  than  six  pounds  per  annum, 
and  none  of  us  being  maltsters,  common  brewers  or  persons 
licensed  to  sell  spirituous  liquors,  or  being  licensed  to  sell 
beer  or  cider  by  retail,  do  hereby  certify  that  Arthur 
Thompson,  dwelling  in  Lower  Kirby  in  the  said  parish 
and  county,  is  a  person  of  good  character.  Dated"  &c. 
(Then  followed  the  names  and  residences  of  the  persons 
who  signed.) 

**  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  [above  named  applicant  is 
the  real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  said  house]  (a), 
and  that  the  true  rent  and  annual  value  at  which  the  house 
above  mentioned,  with  the  premises  occupied  therewith, 
are  rated  in  one  rating  to  the  poor  rate,  according  to  the 
(a)  The  words  within  brackets  were  struck  out  with  red  ink. 

VOL.  IV. — V.  8.  8  EXCH. 
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last  sum  or  rate  made  and  allowed  in  tbe  above  parish  of 
Kirby  le  Soken  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  poor,  is  the  sum  of 
SL  14«.;  and  I  further  certify  that  all  the  above  mentioned 
persons,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  said  certificate, 
are  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  of  Kirby  le  Soken,  rated 
in  fiix  pounds  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish. 

(Signed)    «  W.  G.  C.  Warner,  Overseer  of  the 

parish  of  Kirby. 

"  Note. — Mr.  Warner,  the  overseer,  refused  to  sign  the 

above  without  having  tbe  words  as  crossed  in  red  ink  (a) 

first  struck  out,  and  he  accordingly  struck  them  out  before 

signing. 

"  Granted  per  Board's  order, 

«E.  J.  H. 

"  The  Supervisor  8  memorandum." 

This  certificate,  as  put  in«  was  admitted  as  the  certificate 
under  which  the  said  license  was  granted.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  license  : — 

^*  Retail  beer  and  cider  license,  3L  Ss.,  and  additional 
6  per  cent,  by  3  Vict.  c.  61 ;  to  be  consumed  on  the  pre- 
mises. 1  Wm.  4,  c.  64;  4  &  5  Wm.  4,  c.  85 ;  3  &  4  Vict 
c.  61,  and  11  &  12  VicL  c.  49.  We,  the  undersigned,  being 
the  collector  and  supervisor  of  excise  for  the  collection  of 
Essex  and  district  of  Manningtree,  do  hereby  authorize 
and  empower  Arthur  Thompson,  now  being  a  householder 
and  dwelling  in  a  house  in  Lower  Kirby,  in  the  parish  of 
Lower  Kirby,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  collection  and 
district,  to  sell  beer,  ale  and  porter,  cider  and  perry,  by 
retail  in  order  that  it  may  be  consumed  in  the  said  dwel- 
ling-house of  the  said  Arthur  Thompson  and  in  the  pre- 
mises thereunto  belonging;  the  said  Arthur  Thompson 
having  entered  into  a  bond,  with  William  Bloom,  of  Lower 
Kirby,  as  his  surety,  and  having  deposited  a  certificate 

(a)  The  words  within  brackets,  p.  255,  were  struck  out  with  red  ink. 
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signed  bj  six  persons,  videlicet  (then  followed  the  names 
of  the  persons),  all  of  Lower  Eirby,  and  by  William  George 
Warner,  the  overseer  of  the  said  parish,  according  to  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided  &c.  (Then  followed 
the  usual  conditions.) 

(Signed)    ^  John  Clare,  Collector. 
"  J.  Harris,  Supervisor." 

It  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justices  that  the 
defendant  sold  beer  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  on  the 
day  allied  in  the  information.  It  was  also  proved  to  their 
satisfaction  that  the  certificate  produced  before  them  was 
the  certificate  produced  by  the  defendant  to  the  officer  of 
excise,  and  that  it  was  the  certificate  under  which  the 
license  was  granted  to  the  defendant. 

The  license  was  also  produced  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  evidence  was  given  that  the  supervisor  of  the  district 
had,  upon  the  certificate  being  produced  to  him,  discovered 
its  informality  in  respect  of  the  erasure  of  the  words 
^  above  named  applicant  is  the  real  resident  holder  and 
occupier  of  the  said  house,"  having  been  erased  by  Mr. 
Warner,  the  overseer,  before  he  signed,  and  that,  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  such  informality,  the  supervisor  had  communi- 
cated with  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  upon  the  subject, 
who  directed  him  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case  and 
report  accordingly ;  and  that,  having  inquired  and  satisfied 
himself  that  the  applicant  was  the  real  resident  occupier  of 
the  said  house  and  premises  and  signified  the  same  to  the 
Board,  he  received  orders  to  grant  the  license,  and  it  was 
therefore  granted  pursuant  to  the  Board's  directions. 

It  was  argued  by  the  solicitor  of  the  defendant  that  the 
license  was  legal,  and  in  support  of  such  argument  he 
referred  to  the  1st,  2nd  and  4th  sections  of  the  1  Wm.  4, 
c  64 ;  4  &  5  Wm.  4,  c.  85,  ss.  I,  2  and  3 ;  and  the  3  &  4 
Vict  c  61,  SB.  1,  2  and  5;  and  contended  that  the  certifi- 

s  2 
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cate  and  license  were  conformable  to  the  two  first  mentioned 
Acts;  and  that  the  2nd  section  of  the  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  61 
was  merely  director; ;  and  that  the  absence  of  the  words 
*^  such  applicant  is  the  real  resident  holder  and  occupier  of 
the  said  house^"  in  a  certificate  tendered  for  a  license^  would 
not  invalidate  a  license  if  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
were  satisfied  to  grant  a  license  under  such  a  certificate. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  contended  by  the  attorney  in  sup- 
port of  the  information,  that  any  license  granted  upon  a 
cenificate,  which  omitted  the  statement  that  the  applicant 
was  the  real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  premises 
for  which  the  license  was  sought  to  be  obtained,  was  a  void 
license,  and  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  could  not 
dispense  with  what  (he  contended)  was  an  essential  requi- 
site in  the  certificate  to  be  produced  to  the  officer  of  excise. 
The  attorney  for  the  defendant  tendered  the  defendant 
himself  and  William  Bloom,  his  bondsman,  for  examination, 
but  the  magistrates  declined  taking  the  evidence  of  either  of 
them,  considering  that  the  certificate  under  which  the  license 
was  granted  was  not  conformable  to  the  Act  for  the  want 
of  the  words  **  the  above  named  applicant  is  the  real  resi- 
dent holder  and  occupier  of  the  said  house;"  and  they 
adjudged  the  said  license  void,  and  convicted  the  defendant 
in  the  mitigated  penalty  of  5s. 

Grant  {Edward  James  with  him),  for  the  respondent — 
The  license  is  void.  The  legislature  has  required,  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  grant  of  a  license,  that  the 
applicant  shall  produce  a  certificate  that  he  b  the  real 
resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  house  in  which  he 
shall  apply  to  be  licensed.  The  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  1, 
after  reciting  the  1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Wm.  4,  c.  64,  and  4  &  5 
Wm.  4,  c.  85,  enacts :  *'  That  no  license  to  sell  beer  or 
cider  by  retail  under  the  said  recited  Acts  or  this  Act  shall 
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be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall  not  be  the  real  resident, 
holder,  and  occupier  of  the  dwelling-house  in  which  he 
shall  apply  to  be  licensed,  nor  shall  any  such  license  be 
granted  in  respect  of  any  dwelling-house  which  shall  not, 
with  the  premises  occupied  therewith,  be  rated  in  one  sum 
to  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,"  &c.,  on 
a  specified  rent,  varying  according  to  the  population.  The 
section  also  declares  that  every  license  granted  contrary 
thereto  shall  be  null  and  void.  By  section  2,  **  every  person 
who  shall  apply  to  be  licensed  to  retail  beer  or  cider  shall 
produce  to  the  proper  oflScer  of  excise  authorized  to  grant 
such  licenses  a  certificate  in  writing  from  an  overseer  of 
the  township,  parish  or  place  in  which  he  shall  reside, 
certifying  that  such  applicant  is  the  real  resident,  holder 
and  occupier  of  the  said  house,  and  also  certifying  the  true 
rent  or  annual  value  at  which  such  house,  with  the  premises 
occupied  therewith,  is  rated  in  one  rating  to  the  poor  rate, 
&c.,  and  every  such  certificate  shall  be  deposited  and  left 
with  the  profier  officer  of  excise  by  whom  such  license  shall 
be  granted,"  &c.  Those  enactments  are  not  directory  only, 
but  obligatory.  [Afarft'n,  B.  —Suppose  an  overseer  refuses  to 
certify.]  He  may  be  compelled  by  mandamus.  [fFebby  re- 
ferred to  Regina  v.  Kensington  (^.]  Regina  v.  Langridge{b) 
is  an  authority  that  a  mandamus  may  issue  directing  the 
overseer  to  inquire  whether  the  applicant  is  a  householder. 
This  case  falls  within  the  rule  that,  when  a  new  authority  is 
vested  in  any  body,  the  condition  upon  which  it  is  granted 
must  be  strictly  pursued :  Rex  v.  LoxdaU  {c\  Bain  v.  The 
Whitehaven  RaUumy  Company  (d).  The  20th  section  of 
the  3  &  4  Vict,  c  61  declares  that  all  the  proyisions  of  the 
two  recited  Acts  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  in  full 
force,  except  where  they  are  altered  by  the  Act ;  and  by 

(a)  12  Q.  B.  654.  (c)  1  Burr  44d. 

(6)  34  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  73.  (cQ  3  H.  L.  1. 
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the  9th  section  uf  the  4  &  5  Wm.  4,  c.  85,  "  no  licei: 
the  sale  of  beer  &c.  shall  be  gracted,  except  upo 
certificate  thereby  required."  Therefore  the  excise  i 
has  no  power  to  grant  a  license  without  the  product 
s  certificate.  The  overseers  are  presumed  to  be  acqui 
with  (he  householders  of  the  parish ;  and  in  ezin-par 
places  the  certificate  must  be  signed  by  two  inha 
householders.  [Martin,  B. — The  1st  section  of  the  : 
Viet,  c.  61  is  imperative;  but  the  2nd  seclion  w  din 
only.  If  the  overseer  refuses  to  certify,  the  excise  i 
may  grant  the  license,  provided  he  is  satisfied  ihi 
applicant  is  in  fact  the  real  resident,  holder,  and  oct 
of  the  house.  If  your  construction  is  n^t,  the  ore 
would  be  in  the  position  of  licensing  magistrates.  Tt 
section  only  imposes  a  penalty  on  overseers  who  ref 
grant  a  certificate  of  the  rating.  fVattm,  B, — By  tli 
section,  in  the  case  of  any  person  becoming  the  occ 
of  a  house  newly  erected,  the  excise  officer  may  gi 
license  upon  a  certificale  of  the  rating  only,  provide 
applicant  is  in  other  respects  duly  qualified.]  By  secti 
a  i>enalty  of  50/.  is  imposed  on  any  person  who  shall  \ 
infiiy  use  a  false  certificate.  In  B^ina  v.  The  Ocertt 
Salford{a)  Coleridge,  J.,  intimated  an  opinion  that  a  li 
granted  without  a  certificate  from  an  overseer  mig 
void.—  He  referred  lo  Rex  v.  Dawns  (ij,  Lovelace  v.  Cur. 
Regina  v.  Frogt  (</)■ 


Wehby,  for  the  appellant. — The  provision  in  the 
section  of  the  3  &  4  VicL  c.  61,  that  the  party  apf 
for  a  licence  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  an  ov< 
that  he  is  the  real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  o 
house,  is  not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  validity  c 


(o)  ISQ^B.  6ST. 
(6)  3T.  R.  561. 


(c)  7  T.  E.  631. 
(<0  9  C.  &  P.  129. 
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liceDcCy  but  is  merely  directory  and  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying the  excise  officer  as  to  the  fact  The  1 1  Geo.  4  & 
1  Win.  4,  c.  64,  contains  no  provision  of  that  kind ;  but 
the  4  &  5  Wm.  4,  c.  85^  s.  2,  requires  that  every  person 
applying  for  a  licence  to  sell  beer  by  retail  shall  deposit 
with  the  person  authorized  to  grant  the  licence  a  certificate 
of  good  character  signed  by  six  rated  inhabitants  of  the 
parish ;  and  at  the  foot  of  such  certificate  one  of  the  over- 
seers shall  certify  (if  the  fact  be  so)  that  such  six  persons 
were  rated  inhabitants.  The  3rd  section  imposes  a  penalty 
on  any  overseer  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  grant  such 
certificate.  Then  comes  the  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  6I9  in  which 
the  contrast  between  the  1st  and  2nd  sections  is  remarkable. 
The  1st  section  contains  prohibitory  words — not  that  every 
applicant  for  a  licence  shall  have  a  certificate  that  he  is  the 
real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  house,  but  that  no 
licence  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  is  not  such  house- 
holder. The  section  then  proceeds — nor  shall  any  such 
licence  be  granted  in  respect  of  any  dwelling-house  which 
is  not  rated  at  a  certain  amount;  and  the  section  concludes 
by  saying  that  every  licence  granted  contrary  thereto  shall 
be  null  and  void.  [Watson,  B. — The  condition  precedent 
to  the  grant  of  the  licence  is  the  being  the  real  resident, 
holder,  and  occupier  of  the  house ;  the  certificate  is  only 
required  as  evidence  of  the  fact.]  If  a  licence  was  granted 
to  a  person  who  was  rated  at  a  less  amount  than  required 
by  the  statute,  it  would  be  void,  notwithstanding  he  obtained 
a  certificate  that  he  was  a  householder. 

Mabtin,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  conviction  is 
wrong,  and  that  the  judgment  ought  to  be  reversed.  These 
houses  for  the  sale  of  beer  by  retail,  exclusive  of  spirits, 
were  first  established  by  the  11  Greo.  4  &  1  ^Wm.  c.  64. 
That  Act  was  amended  by  the  4  &  5  Wm.  4,  c.  85,  which 
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contains  a  distinct  enactment  that  the  'Micence  shall  not 
authorize  the  person  obtaining  it  to  sell  beer  or  cider  to  be 
drunk  or  consumed  in  the  house  or  on  the  premises  specified 
in  the  same  licence,  unless  the  same  be  granted  upon  the 
certificate  thereinafter  required :"  sect.  I.  That  certificate 
is  a  certificate  of  good  character,  signed  by  six  rated  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish  and  certified  by  one  of  the  overseers: 
sect.  2.  Then,  by  the  9th  section,  ^*  no  licence  for  the  sale 
of  beer  or  cider  by  retail  to  be  consumed  or  drunk  in  the 
house  or  on  the  premises  shall  be  granted,  except  upon 
the  certificate  hereby  required.**  Therefore  the  legislature 
enacted  that  the  commissioners  of  excise  should  not  grant  a 
licence  unless  a  certain  thing  was  done ;  and  if  they  granted 
it  in  defiance  of  that  provision,  it  would  be  void.  But  when 
we  look  at  the  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  61,  its  language  is  essentially 
different.  It  is  a  rule  of  construction  that  matters  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  be  conditions  precedent  unless  they  are 
declared  to  be  so.  That  is  a  sound  rule  to  apply  to  statutes^ 
and  unless  the  legislature  has  in  plain  words  said  that  a 
certain  thing  shall  ^be  a  condition  precedent,  we  must  not 
so  construe  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  certificate  fix>m  an 
overseer  that  the  applicant  is  the  real  resident,  holder,  and 
occupier  of  the  house  was  never  intended  to  be  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  granting  of  the  licence.  No  doubt  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  before  granting  the  licence,  ought 
to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  section  are  complied 
with ;  and  they  ought  not  to  grant  the  licence  without 
a  certificate,  unless  there  is  sufficient  reason  for  dispensing 
with  it ;  but,  if  they  do,  the  licence  is  not  null  and  void. 
It  was  contended,  that  if  the  overseer  should  refuse  to  grant 
a  certificate,  although  no  penalty  is  imposed  on  him,  there 
is  a  remedy  by  mandamus.  But  the  consequence  would  be 
that  the  overseer  might  deprive  the  applicant  of  his  licence, 
and  prevent  the  public  from  having  the  benefit  of  these 
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beer  houses;  merely  because  the  overseer  in  his  capricey 
or  from  some  motive  of  his  own,  such  as  a  disapproval  of 
beer  houses,  should  think  fit  to  withhold  the  certificate. 
Thus,  the  licensing  of  beer  houses  would  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  overseers,  and  they  would  possess  a  power  which 
has  firequently  been  the  subject  of  complaint  as  exercised 
by  justices ;  and  with  this  aggravation,  that  the  act  of  the 
overseers  would  be  done  in  secret,  whilst  the  justices  must 
act  in  public,  which  aflbrds  some  check  upon  them.  The 
2nd  section  enacts,  that  every  person  who  shall  apply  to 
be  licenced  to  retail  beer  shall  produce  a  certificate  in 
writing  from  an  overseer  of  the  place  in  which  he  shall 
reside,  ^*  certifying  that  such  applicant  is  the  real  resident, 
holder,  and  occupier  of  the  said  house,"  &c. ;  but  it  does 
not  proceed  to  say  that,  if  such  certificate  is  not  produced, 
the  licence  shall  not  be  granted.  There  is,  however,  in  the 
Ist  section  an  enactment  in  direct  terms,  that  no  licence 
to  sell  beer  by  retail  **  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who 
shall  not  be  the  real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the 
dwelling-house  in  which  he  shall  apply  to  be  licenced  ;** 
and  the  section,  after  a  number  of  other  provisions,  goes  on 
to  enact  that  "  every  licence  granted  contrary  thereto  shall 
be  null  and  void."  Therefore,  if  the  applicant  is  not  the 
real  resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  dwelling-house, 
his  licence  is  null  and  void ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  that 
kind  in  the  2nd  section.  The  5th  section  imposes  a  penalty 
GO  every  overseer  who  shall  refuse  to  grant  a  certificate  of 
the  rating  of  any  house ;  but  no  penalty  is  imposed  for 
refusing  to  grant  a  certificate  that  the  applicant  is  the  real 
resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  house.  For  these 
reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  licence  is  valid. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     No  doubt,  in 
a  new  statute,  we  may  construe  afiirmative  words  as  impera- 


264  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

1869.        tive»   and  not  directory  only;   the  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  61, 
y'"^'^^      however,  is  not  a  new  statute  but  an  Act  to  amend  the 

Tbompsoii 

o.  former  Acts  relating  to  the  licencing  of  beer  hooaes.     It  is 

remarkable  that  when  the  legislature  inlended  to  prevent  a 
licence  being  granted,  or  meant  that,  if  granted,  it  should  be 
void,  they  have  distinctly  said  so.  The  2nd  section  requires 
that  every  applicant  for  a  licence  shall  produce  to  the  oflBoer 
of  excise  a  certificate  from  an  overseer  that  he  is  the  real 
resident,  holder,  and  occupier  of  the  house  in  which  Le 
shall  apply  to  be  licenced,  but  that  section  does  not  say 
that  the  officer  shall  thereupon  grant  a  licence ;  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  only  object  of  requiring  a  certificate  was  to 
afford  the  officer  the  means  of  obtaining  the  necessary 
information,  and  that  his  jurisdiction  to  grant  the  licence 
does  not  depend  on  the  production  of  the  certificate. 
Suppose,  notwithstanding  the  certificate,  he  knew  that  the 
applicant  was  not  a  householder,  would  he  not  be  justified 
in  refusing  the  licence  ?  But  when  we  look  at  the  Ist  sec- 
tion, it  is  clearly  imperative — **  no  licence  shall  be  granted 
to  any  person  who  shall  not  be  the  real  resident,  holder,  and 
occupier  of  the  dwelling-house.''  It  does  not  say  that  no 
licence  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  unless  he  has  obtained 
a  certificate,  or  that  a  person  shall  be  deemed  a  householder 
if  he  has  obtained  a  certificate.  The  1st  section  also  says 
that  every  licence  granted  contrary  thereto  shall  be  null  and 
void ;  and  when  we  find  such  strong  terms  in  that  section, 
how  can  we  import  them  into  the  second?  If  a  person  who 
was  not  a  householder  obtained  a  licence,  it  would  be  void ; 
but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the  2Dd 
section  are  directory  only. 

Judgment  for  the  appellant  (a). 

(a)  BramweUf  B.,  had  left  the  Court. 
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Griffin  v.  Coleman.  ^^^'  i^- 

J.  HIS  was  an  appeal  from  the  County  Court  of  Kent  A  police  con- 

,  stable  hftviiiflr 

holden  at  Iljthe.  The  action  was  for  assaulting  and  hand-  imprisoned 
caflSng  the  plaintiff  and  convejing  him  to  Hjthe  hand-  acefl,*cma 
cuffed.    The  case  was  tried  before  a  jury,  and  the  following  ^(SJ^^i^other 

• 

evidence  was  given  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  SS^uUimr  him 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1858,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  wtheexecu- 

•'  *^     tion  of  018 

the  plaintiff  and  one  Jeffery  were  bathing  in  the  sea  at  duty,  some 

hours  after- 

Sandgate,  the  plaintiff  being  in  the  water.     Simmons,  a  wards  the  de- 
fendant, the 
policeman,  threatened  to  take  the  plaintiff  into  custody  for  chief  consuble, 

indecently    bathing.      Jeffery  expostulated;  upon   which  itation,  and  on 

Simmons  assaulted  him,  and  blows  were  exchanged  be-  ^oti^Jl^con- 

tween  them.    Simmons,  the  plaintiff,  and  Jeffery  ultimately  «**W«»  '^>^^- 

*  •'  "^    out  mquinng 

went  toeether  to  the  lock-up  at  Sandsate.     A  constable  into  the  facu, 

®  :  .  handcuffed 

named  West  was  at  the  station.     Simmons  told  West  he  the  plaintiff 

and  took  him 

charged  Jeffery  with  assaulting  him,  and  the  plaintiff  with  before  the 
indecently  bathing.     The  plaintiff  told  West  he  had  come  who  dismissed 
there  to  prefer  a  charge  against  Simmons  for  assaulting  his  jj^/^^  thfrthe 
friend,  and  that  he  wished  to  see  the  superintendent.    The  o^erlriW 
plaintiff  and  Jeffery  were  pushed  into  a  cell  and  locked  J>™»«l^.was 

■  ./  r  bound  to  shew 

up*     This  was  about  5  o'clock.     After  a  time  the  plaintiff  that  the  charge 

was  well 

knocked  at  the  door,  and  saw  a  police  sergeant,  to  whom  founded,  and 
he   complained  that  he  ought   not  to  be  detained  on  a  failed  to  do  so, 
charge  of  indecently  bathing;  whereupon  he  was  told  that  persons  con.^ 
that  charge  was  abandoned,  and  that  he  should  be  charged  hnT,!Lonmeiit^ 
with  the  same  offence  as  Jeffery.  were^liSwe^ilf 

trespass. 
A  pvtj  desirous  of  appealing  from  a  decision  of  a  County  Court  judge,  having  gi?en  notice 
of  Appeal,  under  the  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  14,  within  ten  days  deposited  with  the  registrar  a 
mm  equal  to  the  amount  for  which  he  was  required  to  give  secunty,  for  which  the  registrar 
gm  ao  acknowledgment,  but  did  not  deposit  a  written  memorandum,  setting  forth  the  conditions 
on  which  the  money  was  deposited,  pursuant  to  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  108,  s.  71. — Httd,  that  the 
want  of  such  inemoraodum  was  no  <A>jeotion  to  the  hearing  of  the  appeal. 
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1859.  The  defendant,  who  was  the  superintendent,  came  about 

^""^^^      half  past  ten.   The  plaintiff  told  him  he  had  come  to  prefer 

V*  a  charge  against  Simmons,  and  that  he  himself  had  been 

V.OLEM  A  W»  

charged  with  indecently  bathing.  The  defendant  told  the 
plaintiff  he  was  charged  with  aiding  and  abetting  Jefferj 
in  assaulting  Simmons.  The  plainUff  requested  that  he 
might  be  bailed,  and  told  the  defendant  that  he  occupied 
a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  defendant  knew  the 
plaintiff.  The  defendant  insisted  on  handcuffing  the  plain- 
tiff, threatening  him  with  violence  if  he  resisted,  and  took 
him  before  the  magistrates  at  the  Town  Hall  at  Hjthe. 
The  magistrates  eventually  dismissed  the  case. 

In  his  defence,  the  defendant  swore  that,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  in  question,  he  was  informed  by  a 
constable  named  West  that  the  plaintiff  and  Jeffery  were 
in  custody  for  assaulting  a  policeman.  That  he  went  to 
the  station,  where  he  found  the  constable,  and  was  told  by 
Mayne  and  West  that  they  were  in  custody  for  assaulting 
Simmons.  Simmons  was  in  bed,  suffering  from  a  swelling 
of  the  face  and  throat,  unable  to  speak  plainly.  West  and 
Mayne  said  that  the  plaintiff  and  Jeffery  had  endea- 
voured to  force  the  door.  He  admitted  that  he  did  not 
make  any  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Simmons  was  not  called  as  a  witness. 

The  learned  County  Court  judge  directed  the  jury  that 
the  action  was  in  substance  for  false  imprisonment,  of  which 
the  handcuffing  was  an  aggravation,  and  that  the  alleged 
defence  was  that  the  defendant  was  justiBed  in  what  he 
did :  that  Simmons  had  no  right  to  interrupt  the  plaintiff 
and  Jeffery  while  bathing:  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  Simmons  was  assaulted  in  the  execution  of  his  duty: 
that,  if  the  jury  believed  the  plaintiff,  Simmons  and  West 
were  not  justified  in  locking  up  the  plaintiff.  After  the 
plaintiff  had  been  so  locked  up  for  some  hours,  the  defend- 
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ant,  who  had  the  management  of  the  station,  and  under        1859. 
whom  the  constables  act,  arrived  at  the  station,  and  the       )^^^    ' 

.  .  Gripfin 

imprisonment  was  continued ;  the  plaintiff  was  handcuffed  ^  ». 
and  taken  to  Hythe :  that,  as  these  officers  took  upon 
themselves  to  act  as  prosecutors,  they  ought  to  shew  that 
their  proceedings  were  well  founded:  that  defendant  ad- 
mitted that  he  made,  no  inquiry  as  to  the  circumstances, 
but  acted  on  what  was  told  him :  that,  if  the  plaintiff's 
account  was  true,  the  detention  and  continuance  of  the 
imprisonment  were  illegal  In  considering  the  amount  of 
damages,  he  desired  the  jury  to  consider  the  harshness 
with  which  the  plaintiff  had  been  treated.  The  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  lOL  damages. 

Prentice,  for  the  respondent,  took  a  preliminary  objection 
to  the  hearing  of  the  appeal,  founded  upon  an  affidavit  by 
the  plaintiff^s  attorney  that  he  had  searched  the  office  of 
the  registrar  of  the  County  Court,  and  was  informed  by  the 
deputy  registrar  that  the  defendant's  attorney,  on  the  1 3th 
of  September,  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal, 
and  deposited  the  sum  of  2021,  being  the  sum  fixed  as 
security  for  the  costs  of  the  appeal,  but  did  not  deposit 
any  memorandum  in  writing  setting  forth  the  conditions 
on  which  the  sum  of  20L  was  deposited ;  and  that  the  de- 
fendant had  not  delivered  any  memorandum  in  writing  to 
the  registrar;  and  that  notice  that  the  objection  would  be 
relied  upon  when  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  had  been 
given  to  the  appellant's  attorney. 

By  the  13  &  14  Vict  c.  61,  s.  14,  the  giving  of  security 
for  costs  within  ten  days  is  made  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  right  to  appeal :  Stone  v.  Dean  {a).  By  19  &  20  Vict 
a  108,  8.  71,  ^*  where  by  any  of  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
County  Courts  a  party  is  required  to  give  security,  he  may, 

(a)  27  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  319. 


^ 
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1859.  in  lieu  thereof^  deposit  with  the  registrar,  &c*  a  sum  equil 
GairpiH  ^°  amount  to  the  sum  for  which  he  would  be  required  to 
give  security,  together  with  a  memoraDdum  to  be  approved 
of  by  such  registrar,  &c.,  to  be  signed  by  such  party,  his 
attorney  or  agent,  setting  forth  the  conditions  on  which 
such  money  is  deposited,  and  the  registrar,  &c  shall  give 
to  the  party  paying  a  written  acknowledgment  of  such 
payment"  In  the  present  case  no  memorandum  was  de- 
posited^ and  the  appellant  has  therefore  not  brought  himself 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Act 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  proper  course  would  have  been  to 
move  to  strike  out  or  quash  the  appeal  However,  the 
money  having  been  paid  within  ten  days,  and  the  registrar 
knowing  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  paid,  and  having 
given  an  acknowledgment  that  he  had  received  it  for  such 
purpose,  it  is  sufficient 

Barrow^  for  the  appellant. — The  defendant,  who  was  the 
chief  constable,  found  the  plaintiff  in  custody  at  the  police 
station,  and  did  no  more  than  was  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  take  the  plaintiff  before  the  magistrates  at  Hythe  that 
the  charge  might  be  inquired  into  before  them.  The 
County  Court  judge  was  therefore  in  error  in  treating  the 
action  as  in  substance  an  action  for  false  imprisonment,  and 
supposing  that  the  defendant  was  bound,  in  order  to  justify 
himself,  to  shew  that  the  imprisonment  was  lawfiiL  [/W- 
lock,  C.  B. — Do  you  contend  that  a  constable  is  justified 
in  taking  any  person  who  may  have  been  apprehended 
before  a  magistrate?]  If  the  charge  made  by  Simmons 
was  true,  the  ofience  was  one  which  would  have  justified 
him  in  apprehending  the  plaintiff:  2  Hale  P.  C.  88.  The 
defendant  had  no  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the  troth 
of  the  charge.     [Martin,  B. — Here  the  imprisonment  was 
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wholly  illegal,  and  all  the  parties  concerned  in  it  were 
trespassers.]  In  1  Hale  P.  C.  592,  it  is  said :  ^^  Although 
the  constable  be  well  assured,  after  the  arrest  by  him  made,  f* 

COLEMAir. 

that  A.  was  not  the  person  who  did  it,  yet  he  may  not  by 
the  law  discharge  him,  but  must  bring  him  before  a  justice, 
who  may,  upon  due  circumstances,  discharge,  bail  or  com- 
mit him  as  he  sees  cause ;  but  the  constable  if  he  discharges 
him  is  fineable."  [^Martin,  B. — That  relates  to  an  arrest 
on  a  charge  of  felony,  where  a  constable  may  arrest  on 
reasonable  suspicion.]  It  is  enough  that  there  was  rea- 
sonable ground  on  which  the  defendant  acted :  Davis  v. 
Russell  (a),  BeckwUh  v.  Philby  (i).  [MarHn,  B.— Those 
are  cases  of  felony.  Pollock^  C.  B. — The  defendant  admits 
that  he  made  no  inquiries.  I  think  that  he  was  bound  to 
do  so;  he  should  have  taken  the  chance  of  ascertaining 
the  truth.] 

Prentice  was  not  called  on. 

PoLLOCiL,  C.  B. — The  imprisonment  was  utterly  ill^al. 
The  defendant  was  a  party  to  it.  If  he  had  not  acted  as 
he  did — if  he  had  acted  courteously,  it  is  probable  that  no 
action  would  have  been  brought  against  him,  or  the  damages 
might  not  have  exceeded  a  farthing.  However,  he  chose 
to  act  without  making  any  inquiries,  and  conducted  himself 
with  great  harshness,  which  always  ought  to  be  reprobated. 
The  summing  up  appears  to  be  a  good  one,  and  the  appeal 
most  therefore  be  dismissed. 

Mabtin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     The  question 
of  law  is  clear.    Simmons,  a  constable,  had  taken  the  plain- 
tiff into  custody  unlawfully.   The  other  constables,  knowing 
nothing  of  the  facts,  imprisoned  and  detained  him.     Every 
(a)  6  Bing.  354.  (b)  6  B.  &  C.  635. 
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GaiFPiN 

V. 

Coleman. 


person  who  takes  part  in  an  unlawful  imprisonment  acts 
at  bis  peril  Suppose]  a  constable  is  told  that  a  misde- 
meanor has  been  committed:  he  has  no  power  to  arrest 
The  power  to  apprehend  on  suspicion  is  confined  to  cases 
of  felony. 


Watson,  B. — Mr.  Barrow  tried  to  liken  this  case  to  one 
where  a  man  is  arrested  on  suspicion  of  felony.  But  for 
breaches  of  the  peace  a  constable  can  only  arrest  upon  the 
view.  In  a  plea  to  an  action  of  trespass  the  defendant 
would  have  been  bound  to  justify  the  imprisonment  (a). 

Appeal  dismissed, 
(a)  See  3  Chitty  on  Pleading,  by  Greening,  p.  328,  n. 


FA,  12. 


An  attorney 
who,  as  attor- 
ney for  the 
plaintiflT  in  an 
action  by  an 
infant  suinf^  by 
nrochein  amy, 
nas  rooeiTed 
the  damages 
and  costs 
recovered  from 
the  defendant 
in  such  action, 
is  liable  to  the 
infant  in  an 
action  for 
money  had  and 
received. 


Frederick  Henry  Collins,  by  Henry  Collins  his  next 

Friend,  v.  Brook. 

XxCTION  for  money  had  and  received  to  the  use  of  the 
infant  plaintiff. 

Pleas. — First :  Never  indebted.  Secondly :  Set-off  for 
work  and  labour  done  by  the  defendant  for  the  plaintiff. 

Replication  to  the  first  plea:  Issue  thereon. — To  the 
second  plea;  first,  nil  debet — Secondly,  infancy  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Rejoinder,  taking  issue  on  the  replication. 

At  the  trial,  before  Bramwell^  B.,  at  the  sittings  in  London 
after  Michaelmas  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  a 
child  seven  years  old,  having  been  bitten  by  a  dog  belong- 
ing to  one  Lefever,  Henry  Collins,  his  father,  consulted  the 
defendant,  an  attorney,  as  to  bringing  an  action  for  the 
injury.  The  defendant  told  him  that  if  successful  the  child 
would  get  from  307.  to  40/.     The  father  then  asked  what 
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would  be  the  expense  if  be  lost.  Tbe  defendant  said 
**  50/.,  or  say  80L  to  be  safe ;  if  you  succeed  you  will  have 
nothing  to  pay."  He  also  said  that  tbe  child  would  get  the 
damages.  On  a  subsequent  occasion  he  made  a  statement 
to  Mrs.  Collins,  the  wife,  in  the  presence  of  her  husband, 
that  Lefever' would  have  to  pay  the  costs  if  the  plaintiff 
won.  The  writ  in  that  action  was  sued  out  by  the  infant 
in  person,  after  which,  upon  the  petition  of  the  infant, 
Henry  Collins,  the  father,  was  appointed  to  prosecute  the 
action  for  the  plaintiff  as  his  next  fnend  during  his  minority 
in  the  usual  way  (a).  The  cause  was  tried  and  a  verdict 
found  for  the  plaintiff  with  SOL  damages;  and  the  now 
defendant,  as  the  attorney  in  that  cause,  received  from  the 
defendant  for  damages  and  costs  185L  7s.  6i.,  for  which  be 
gave  a  receipt,  signing  himself  ^^  plaintiff's  attorney."  In 
the  present  action  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  30/.  and  ILlOs. 
expenses  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  former  action  and 
received  by  the  defendant.  The  defendant's  counsel  ob- 
jected that  the  action  should  have  been  brought  by  Henry 
Collins  and  not  by  tbe  infant;  and  he  called  the  defendant 
who  swore  that  he  had  made  no  special  bargain  at  all  as  to 
the  costs  in  the  action  of  CoUmt  v.  Lefever ;  and  that  the 
father  had  supplied  him  with  2021  to  pay  counsel's  fees. 
The  defendant  further  proved,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
cause  having  been  made  a  remanet  the  plaintiff's  costs 
were  unavoidably  larger  than  had  been  anticipated,  and 
that  tbe  Master  on  taxation  of  the  costs,  as  between  party 
and  party,  had  disallowed  40/.  as  not  chargeable  against 
tbe  defendant  Lefever ;  but  that  on  a  subsequent  taxation 
of  costs,  as  between  himself  and  the  prochein  amy,  the 
costs  were  taxed  at  194/.  12tf.  8dL,  which  sum,  together  with 
\\L  7m.  6 J.,  the  costs  of  taxation,  he  sought  to  set  off 
against  the  plaintiff's  demand  in  this  action. 

(a)  See  (Siitty*!  Forms,  696. 
VOL.  IV.— N.  8.  T  BXCH. 
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Upon  these  facts  the  learned  Judge  told  the  jury,  that 
it  was  for  the  plaintiff  to  shew  a  bargain  to  deprive  the 
defendant  of  his  right  to  extra  costs.  He  asked  them 
whether  they  thought  that  the  defendant's  statement,  that 
if  the  plaintiff  got  a  verdict  the  expenses  would  fall  on 
the  other  side  and  the  child  would  get  the  damages,  was  a 
bargain  and  positive  promise  intended  to  be  binding  let 
what  might  happen  ;  or  whether  it  was  merely  a  representa- 
tion of  what  the  law  is,  and  of  his  impression  that  no  claim 
to  extra  costs  would  arise.  He  pointed  out  that  the  de- 
fendant had  sworn  that  no  special  bargain  was  made,  and 
said  it  was  probable  that  the  defendant  did  not  intend  to 
convey  that  impression ;  but  that  if  he  used  wonls  which 
naturally  induced  Collins  to  suppose  that  be  would  not  be 
liable,  it  was  enough.  He  also  asked  for  whom  did  the 
defendant  receive  the  money.  The  jury  found  that  the 
defendant  did  convey  to  Collins  the  idea  that  he  was  not  to 
be  liable  for  extra  costs,  and  that  he  received  the  money  for 
the  use  of  the  infant.  The  verdict  was  entered  for  the 
plaintiff,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  him. 

AthertoTij  in  Hilary  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  on  the  grounds;  first,  that  the 
action  did  not  lie  at  the  suit  of  the  infant  plaintiff,  there 
being  no  privity  of  contract  between  him  and  defendant. 
Secondly,  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  that 
the  defendant  received  the  sum  of  31/.  10#.  to  the  use  of 
the  plaintiff.  Thirdly,  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go 
to  the  jury  that  the  defendant  agreed  to  forego  all  claim 
to  extra  costs;  and,  therefore,  that  the  defendant's  lien  for 
such  costs  was  an  answer  to  the  action. 

Huddleston  and  Barnard  shewed  cause  (a). — The  question 
(ci)  Feb.  8.    Before  Martin^  B.,  Bramwdly  B.,  and  Watson,  B. 
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18,  whether  an  infant  plaintiff  can  sue  the  attorney  in  the  1859. 
cause  for  money  received  by  him  from  the  defendant  in 
respect  of  damages  awarded  to  the  infant.  There  are  no 
authorities  on  the  subject,  and  the  case  must  therefore  be 
decided  upon  general  principles.  The  infant  was  the 
person  injured,  and  the  money  when  recovered  belonged 
to  him.  If  the  prochein  amy  were  the  proper  person  to 
sne,  the  attorney  might  set  off  the  debt  of  the  prochein 
^^^J  Against  the  money  due  to  the  infant  But  it  may  be 
urged  that  an  action  for  money  had  and  received  will  not 
lie  unless  there  is  privit}-.  There  is  a  privity  between  an 
infant  plaintiff  and  the  attorney  in  the  cause.  The  case 
does  not  resemble  that  of  the  London  agent  of  the  attorney 
in  a  cause  receiving  money  for  the  plaintiff.  In  that  case 
the  London  agent  is  an  entire  stranger  to  the  plaintiff: 
Bobbins  v.  Fennell  (a).  [Martin^  B.,  referred  to  Cobb  v. 
Becke  (£).]  But  in  the  case  of  an  infant  the  writ  is  issued 
by  the  plaintiff, — the  indorsement  is  in  the  ordinary  form. 
There  is  at  that  time  no  prochein  amy.  The  prochein  amy 
is  appointed,  not  to  initiate  but  to  prosecute  the  action. 
He  is  the  officer  of  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  legally 
appointing  an  attorney  for  the  infant  In  an  affidavit  by 
the  attorney  in  the  cause,  he  describes  himself  as  attorney 
for  the  plaintiff.  In  Chandler  v.  VileU{c\  there  is  a  record, 
in  an  action  by  an  infant  suing  by  guardian,  from  which  it 
appears  that  both  damages  and  costs  were  awarded  to  the 
infant  It  may  be  urged  that  it  would  be  hard  that  the  pro- 
chein amy  should  be  liable  to  the  costs,  if  he  could  not  sue 
the  attorney  for  the  sum  recovered.  But  both  the  attorney 
and  the  prochein  amy  are  the  officers  of  the  Court  In  Morgan 
v.Thonie(d),  it  was  held  that  a  prochein  amy  might  receive 
the  damages,  and  give  a  valid  discharge  to  the  defendant 

(a)  11  Q.  B.  248.  (c)  2  Saund.  117. 

(b)  6  Q.  B.  930.  (d)  7  M.  &  W.  400. 

T  2 
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1859.  ^oi*  ^h^  payment  of  the  som  recovered.  But  it  amounts 
to  no  more  than  that,  the  prochein  amy  being  an  officer 
appointed  by  the  Court  to  receive  money  for  the  infimt,  pay- 
ment to  him  is  good.  In  the  present  case,  when  the  money 
was  received  from  Lefever,  the  defendant  gave  a  receipt 
describing  himself  as  ^^  plaintiff's  attorney :"  that  ia  evidence 
to  shew  that  the  money  was  received  to  the  use  of  the 
plaintiff.  [Watson^  B.— On  the  other  hand  H.  CoUina,  the 
father,  employed  the  defendant  and  supplied  him  with  the 
money  to  carry  on  the  suit.  The  words  **  plaintiff's  attor* 
ney'*  are  only  what  were  necessary  to  describe  the  nature 
of  the  transaction.]  It  was  evidence  with  which  the  jury 
might  deal,  though  perhaps  very  slight.  As  to  the  last 
point,  the  plaintiff  held  out  to  the  prochein  amy  that  no 
charge  for  extra  costs  would  be  iucurred.  Therefore,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  for  the  jury. 

AtlierUm  and  T.  JoneSj  in  support  of  the  rule. — An  action 
does  not  lie  against  the  attorney  at  the  suit  of  the  infimt 
plaintiff,  because  there  is  no  privity  of  contract  between 
the  attorney  and  the  infant.  The  action  for  money  had 
and  received  must  be  founded  on  a  contract  to  pay  money 
over  to  another,  or  on  a  tortious  receipt,  where  the  party 
may  waive  the  tort.  [Martin^  B. — If  a  person  receives 
money  for  another,  and  that  other  ratifies  the  act,  he  can 
sue  for  money  had  and  received.]  In  the  present  case 
the  damages  and  costs  were  received  under  a  distinct  and 
specific  contract,  which  negatives  the  presumption  of  any 
other.  There  was  one  receipt  and  one  privity.  The  judg- 
ment entitled  the  prochein  amy  to  the  damages  and  costs. 
The  moment  they  were  paid  over  by  the  defendant  Lefever 
they  were  received  to  the  use  of  the  party  entitled  to  them, 
viz.  the  prochein  amy,  as  the  immediate  client  of  the 
present  defendant     The  test  is:    who  would  have  been 
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liable  for  costs  to  the  attorney  ?     Archbold's  Practice,  by        1859. 

Chitty,  p.  1 169  (a\  and  McameU  v.  Pichmore  (A),  are  authori-      ^JT^*^^^ 
,  ,  ,  Collins 

ties  that  the  prochein  amy  is  primarily  liable  to  the  attorney.  9. 

All  the  facts  shew  that  the  contract  was  with  the  father. 
He  conferred  with  the  defendant,  gave  instructions  for  the 
action,  found  the  money,  and  requested  that  the  bill  should 
be  sent  in  to  him.  It  cannot  be  said  that  both  the  plaintiff 
and  the  prochein  amy  could  sue.  If  the  prochein  amy 
coold  have  been  sued,  it  would  seem  that  he  must  be  the 
right  person  to  sue.  An  infant  cannot  appoint  an  attorney. 
The  defendant's  liability  proceeds  wholly  on  his  appoint- 
ment as  attorney.  Morgan  v.  Thome  (c)  shews  how  com* 
pletely  the  prochein  amy  is  independent  of  the  infant  It 
was  there  held  that  no  authority  from  the  infant  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  prochein  amy  to  sue.  Yet  the  infant  may 
be  taken  in  execution  for  the  costs :  2  Archbold*s  Practice, 
by  Chitty,  p.  1169^  Gardiner  v.  HoU{d).  Suppose  a  pro- 
chein amy  sued  for  rent  due  to  the  infant  and  got  a  verdict 
bx  500Lf  and  the  attorney  refused  to  pay  it  over  because  he 
had  a  aet-off ;  as  the  attorney  knew  in  what  character  the  re- 
tainer was  given,  on  the  application  of  the  infant  or  the  pro- 
diein  amy  the  Court  might  interfere  to  control  its  own  officer. 
Again,  under  the  Statute  of  Set-off,  debts  to  be  set  off  against 
each  other  must  be  due  in  the  same  right.  Taking  the  view 
which  this  Court  did  of  the  position  of  the  prochein  amy, 
that  he  is  as  it  were  an  attorney  appointed  by  the  Court,  he  is 
not  bound  to  appoint  an  attorney  in  the  action ;  but,  if  he 
doei^  the  privity  is  between  such  attorney  and  the  prochein 
amy.  The  relation  of  the  London  agent  to  the  country  at- 
torney is  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  the  prochein  amy  and 
the  attorney  in  the  cause.  If  this  action  is  maintainable, 
the  defendant  would  have  had  a  right  to  pay  the  infant; 
bot  the  policy  of  the  law  is  that,  when  an  infant  is  suitor, 

(a)  Ml  ediUon.  (c)  7  M.  &  W.  400. 

(b)  2  Ssp.  478.  (O  2  Stra.  1217. 


Collins 
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1859.        ^^^  funds  shall  not  come  to  bis  hands  till  be  is  of  age. 

Until  that  period  the  prochein  amy  is  a  trustee  for  him. 

».  They  referred  also  to  Eyre  v.  Tlie  Countess  of  ShaftAwry  (c) 

Brook.  "^ 

and  Sinclair  v.  Sinclair  (6). 

Cur»  adv.  vuU. 

Bramwell,  B.,  now  said  (Feb.  12): — The  first  question 
was,  whether  there  was  evidence  for  the  jury  that  the  de- 
fendant had  agreed  to  make  no  claim  for  extra  costs  if  the 
action  was  successful.    We  think  that  there  was.    Probably 
the  defendant  did  not  intend    to  renounce  bis  claim  to 
extra  costs;  but  if  he  used  expressions  which  would  convey 
to  the  mind  of  the  parties,  that  he  was  working  on  the 
terms  that  he  was  not  to  take  them,  he  is  bound.     It  is 
impossible   to  say  that   the  language   used  did  not  com- 
municate to  the  mind  of  the  parties  that  extra  costs  should 
not  be  paid.     It  is  sworn  that  the  defendant  said,  **  If  you 
succeed  you  will  have  nothing  to  pay."     If  such  language 
was  used  to  a  person  conversant  with  the  practice  of  the 
Court,  it  is  likely  that  it  would  not  convey  to  him  the  idea 
that  he  was  not  to  be  held  liable  to  pay  extra  costs.     But, 
the  jury  having  found  that  such  was  the  understanding, 
there  is  no  ground  for  disturbing  the  verdict.     As  to  the 
other  point.     This  was  an  action  by  an  infant  against  an 
attorney  to  recover  damages  which  had  been  awarded  to 
him  in  an  action.     It  was  objected  that  the  action  ought 
to  have  been  brought  against  the  defendant  by  the  father, 
who  was  the  prochein  amy  in  that  suit     The  action  for 
money  had  and  received  must  arise  out  of  a  rightful  receipt 
for  the  use  of  another,  or  out  of  some  wrongful  act     Here 
the  defendant  did  nothing  wrong.     The  father,  who  was 
competent  to  do  so,  empowered  the  defendant  to  receive 
the  money.     The  question  whether  the  action  lies  is  not 
one  of  fact  but  one  of  law,  viz.  what  would  be  implied.     It 
(a)  2  P.  Wms.  102,  119.  (6)  13  M.  &  W.  640. 
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was  said  that  the  implication  is  that  the  defendant  received 
the  money  to  the  use  of  the  father.  Reasons  of  equal 
c<^ency  were  urged  on  the  other  side.  It  was  asked  what 
was  to  become  of  the  money  if  the  prochein  amy  became 
insolvent  or  died.  The  fact  is  that  the  money  is  the  in- 
fant s.  It  seems  to  be  the  more  reasonable  view  that  the 
attorney  received  the  money  for  the  infant  That  does 
not  prevent  a  payment  to  the  prochein  amy  from  being  a 
good  payment  But  it  is  the  money  of  the  infant  Therefore 
we  think  that  the  verdict  was  right,  and  the  rule  must  be 
discharged. 

Martin,  B.,  and  Watson,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


277 


1859. 


COLLIMB 
O. 

Brook. 


GiLBERTSON  V.  RiCHARDS  and  Others. 


Feb.  24. 


J.  HIS  was  an  action  of  replevin  to  try  the  defendants*  B  being 

mortgagee  in 

right  to  distrain  the  plaintiff's  goods  on  certain  lands  for  fee  simple  of 

certain  lands, 
and  the  equity 
of  redemption  in  fee  belonging  to  Billings,  by  indenture  of  lease  and  release  dmted  October  1838, 
between  Billings  of  tbe  first  part,  B.  of  the  second  part,  T.  of  the  third  part,  and  H.  of  the 
fourth  part,  Billings  did  limit  and  appoint,  and  B.  conveyed  to  H.,  and  Billings  confirmed,  tbe 
said  lands,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  H.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  H  ,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  ever,  subject  to  a  proviso  for  redemption  by  Billings,  his  heirs,  tSrc,  on  payment 
of  bOOOL  Amongst  other  provisoes  there  was  one,  that  if  default  should  be  made  in  payment  of 
tbe  5000/.  It  should  be  lawful  tor  H.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  sell.  This  deed  contained  a  pro- 
▼iso  for  quiet  enjoyment  by  Billings  until  default.  Also  the  following  : — "  Provided  always, 
•nd  it  u  hereby  expressly  agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  tbe  parties  hereto,  that  if  at  any 
time  hereafter,  when  ana  so  soon  as  H.  and  every  other  person  claiming  or  to  claim  by,  from, 
throogh  or  under  bim,  shall,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  power  or  authority  herein  contained,  enter  into 
or  upon  or  otherwise  become  possessed  of  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  same  shall 
from  thenceforth  be  subjected  and  be  charged  to  and  with  the  payment  to  Billings  and  his  assigns 
of  tbe  annual  sum  of  40^  ;  and  the  same  shall  thenceforth  be  recovered  or  recoverable  by  distress 
or  otherwise  upon  or  out  of  the  mortgaged  premises.*'  This  conveyance  was  executed  by  B. 
and  Billings,  but  not  by  H.  Default  having  been  made  in  payment,  U.  entered  into  possession 
for  tbe  purpose  of  exercising  the  power  of  sale.  And  by  indenture,  dated  in  1647,  ho  conveyed 
to  one  A.  T.,  who  entered  into  possession  of  the  lands  and  duly  paid  the  40/.  rent. 

Held: — First,  that  the  charge  of  the  rent  of  40/.  a  year  was  not  a  good  reservation  of  a  rent, 
inasRiacb  as  it  was  in  favour  of  a  person  not  having  a  legal  estate  in  the  land 

SeGondly— That  there  was  no  creation  of  a  rent  charge  good  at  common  law,  because  the 
releasee  in  fee  simple  did  not  execute  the  deed  of  1 838. 

Thirdly — That  tbe  rent  was  well  created  by  way  of  use  under  the  statute. 

Foarthly. — That  tbe  declaration  of  this  use,  though  after  tbe  limitation  of  the  estate  toH.  and 
bis  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  H  ,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  was  not  open  to  objection  as  being 
a  use  upon  a  use.. 

Fifthly. — ^I1iat.  apsuming  that  the  rent  might  arise  at  any  time  however  distant,  the  limitation 
was  not  void  for  remoteness  as  tending  to  a  perpetuity. 


278  £xcheqx;er  reports. 

1859.        ^h®  alleged  rent  charge  of  40/.  hereinafter  mentioned.    By 
•u.-v^-/      order  of  a  Judge,  the  followinir  case  was  stated  for  the 

GlLBEKTBOH  ^     ^  ,  .  , 

9'  opinion  of  this  Court,  without  pleadings : — 

Richards.        *  ,        •      -  »r      i 

By  lease  and  release,  dated  the  27th  and  28th  of  March, 

1833,  certain  hereditaments  were  conveyed  to  such  uses  as 

Thomas  Billings  b;  deed  should  appoint,  and  in  default  of 

such  appointment  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Billings  for  life, 

with  the  ultimate  remainder  to  the  use  of  Thomas  BilUngi^ 

his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

The  said  lands  and  hereditaments  comprised  (amongrt 
others)  the  lands  and  hereditaments  so  distrained  upon. 

By  indentures  of  appointment  and  release,  dated  the 
12th  and  13th  of  April,  1833,  the  hereditaments  conveyed 
to  Thomas  Billings  by  the  indentures  of  the  27th  and  28th 
of  March,  1833,  were  appointed  and  released  unto  and  to 
the  use  of  John  Howard,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  a  trustee 
for  G.  Crook,  for  ever;  to  secure  the  said  G.  Crook  the 
repayment  of  3000/.,  and  subject  to  redemption  thereof  on 
payment  by  Thomas  Billings  of  the  said  sum,  and  with  a 
power  of  sale  upon  default. 

Thomas  Billings,  being  equitably  entitled  to  the  said 
hereditaments  subject  to  the  mortgage,  by  articles  of  agree- 
ment (to  which  neither  the  said  mortgagee  nor  his  trustee 
were  parties)  dated  the  1st  of  February,  1837,  in  conside- 
ration of  8000/.  to  be  paid  as  therein  mentioned,  agreed  to 
sell,  and  P.  Thompson,  H.  Trye  and  J.  Baron  agreed  to 
purchase,  the  inheritance  in  fee  simple  of  the  hereditaments 
distrained  upon,  together  with  the  rights  of  way,  &c :  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  by  the  said  P.  Thompson^  H.  Trye 
and  J.  Baron,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the  1st  of  January 
in  each  year,  of  the  sum  of  40/.  towards  the  expense  of 
keeping  certain  roads  in  repair.  And  Thomas  Billings^ 
for  himself,  &c.,  covenanted  with  P.  Thompson,  H.  Trye 
and  J.  Baron,  their  heirs,  &c.,  that  he,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
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would  forthwith  stone  and  gravel  the  roads,  &c.,  and  so 

long  as  the  said  sum  of  40^  should  continue  to  be  paid 

keep  the  same  in  good  order.     And,  further,  that  in  case  v. 

Richards. 
the  said  sum  of  40/.,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  in 

arrear,  it  should  be  lawful  for  Thomas  Billings,  his  heirs, 

&C.,  to  enter  upon  the  land  thereby  agreed  to  be  sold  and 

take  a  distress  for  the  said  rent  so  in  arrear,  and  the  same 

to  sell  and  dispose  of;  and  otherwise  to  act  in  the  premises 

as  a  landlord  dbtraining  for  rent  under  a  common  demise 

is  by  law  entitled  to  do. 

A  portion  of  the  8000^  was  paid,  but  otherwise  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  articles  of  agreement  have  not  been 
carried  out,  except  as  hereinafter  appears;  and  the  purchase 
and  sale  have  long  since  been  abandoned. 

By  lease  and  release,  dated  the  Ist  and  2nd  days  of 
March,  1838,  John  Howard,  at  the  request  and  by  the 
direction  of  George  Crook,  conveyed,  and  Thomas  Billings 
con6rmed,  to  Lewis  Bythesea  the  hereditaments  comprised 
in  the  indentures  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  March,  1833,  in 
fee  simple,  but  subject  to  the  proviso  for  redemption  by 
Thomas  Billings  in  such  release  contained.  The  release 
contained  the  usual  proviso  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  land 
by  Thomas  Billings  until  default  in  payment 

By  lease  and  release,  dated  the  24th  and  25th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1838,  made  between  Thomas  Billings  of  the  first 
part,  Lewis  Bythesea  of  the  second  part,  the  said  Thomp- 
son, Trye  and  Baron  of  the  third  part,  and  the  said  John 
Howard,  D.  Latimer  and  J.  Bolton  of  the  fourth  part,  after 
reciting  that  part  only  of  the  said  purchase  money  for  the 
said  land  had  been  paid,  and  that  Thomas  Billings,  being 
in  want  of  5000^,  had,  with  the  consent  of  the  said 
Thompson,  Trye  and  Baron,  applied  to  the  said  J.  Howard, 
D.  Latimer  and  J.  Bolton  to  advance  and  lend  him  the 
sum  of  5000iL  upon  mortgage  of  the  said  lands,  &c.,  which 
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1859.        ^^^y  l^ad   agreed  to  do;    and  reciting  also  that  Thomas 

^^^""^    '       Billinffs  had  requested  Lewis  Bythesea  to  release  and  assure 

».  such  parts  of  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  the  indenture 

RlCUARDB. 

of  the  2nd  of  March,  1838,  as  were  comprised  in  the  agree- 
ment of  the  Ist  of  February,  1837,  discharged  from  the 
said  mortgage  debt  or  sum  of  3000/.,  which  he  had  agreed 
to  do:  in  consideration  of  5000i  to  Thomas  Billings 
paid  by  John  Howard,  D.  Latimer  and  J.  Bolton,  Thomas 
Billings,  with  the  privity  of  Thomjjson,  Trye  and  Baron, 
did  limit  and  appoint,  and  the  said  Lewis  Bythesea  bar- 
gained, sold  and  released,  and  Billings,  with  the  consent 
of  Thompson,  Trye  and  Baron,  bargained,  sold,  released 
and  confirmed,  to  the  said  J.  Howard,  D.  Latimer  and  J. 
Button,  the  lands  and  hereditaments  distrained  upon  as 
aforesaid,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said 
John  Howard,  D.  Latimer  and  J.  Bolton,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Howard,  D.  Latimer 
and  J.  Bolton,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever. 

In  the  release  last  mentioned  was  contained  a  proviso 
for  redemption  by  the  said  Thomas  Billings  on  payment  of 
125/.  for  interest  on  the  25th  of  April,  &c.,  and  51251, 
principal  and  interest,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1839.  The 
said  release  further  provided  that,  if  default  should  be  made 
in  payment  by  the  said  Thomas  Billings  of  the  interest  as 
therein  mentioned,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  mortgagees 
to  enter  and  distrain  for  the  interest,  and  that  if  default 
should  be  made  in  payment  of  the  principal,  and  after  six 
calendar  months'  notice  in  writing  should  have  been  given 
by  the  mortgagees  to  the  said  Thomas  Billings  as  in  the 
said  release  mentioned,  they  shoiild  be  at  liberty  to  make 
sale  and  dispose  of  the  mortgaged  premises  in  manner 
therein  mentioned. 

The  last  mentioned  deed  of  release  contained  the  follow- 
ing  proviso :    "  Provided   also,   and   it  is   hereby  further 
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expressly  agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  the  said 
parties  hereto,  that  if  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter^  and 
when  and  so  soon  as  the  said  mortgagees^  and  every  other  »• 

person  or  persons  whomsoever  claiming  or  to  claim  hy^from^ 
through  or  under  them^  should  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  power 
or  authority  therein  contained  enter  into  or  upon^  or  otherwise 
become  possessed  of  the  said  premises  or  any  part  thereof  the 
same  should  from  thenceforth  be  subjected  and  charged  to  and 
with  the  payment  to  the  said  Thomas  Billings,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  of  the  annual  sum  of  40/.  mentioned  in  the  articles  of 
agreement  of  the  \st  of  February,  1837,  and  that  the  same 
should  thenceforth  be  recovered  and  recoverable  by  distress  or 
otherwise  upon  or  out  of  the  said  mortgaged  premises  or  any 
part  thereof  or  the  occupier  or  occupiers  thereof,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  in  such  and  the  same  way  as  rents  of  the  like 
amount  might  be  recovered  or  recoverable  thereout  upon 
a  common  demise  for  years.**  The  last  mentioned  inden- 
tures of  lease  and  release  were  executed  by  the  said  Thomas 
Billings,  Lewis  Bythesea,  P.  Thompson,  H.  Trye  and 
J.  Baron,  but  not  by  the  other  parties  thereto. 

It  was  further  provided  that,  if  default  should  be  made  in 
payment  of  the  5000/.,  it  should  be  lawful  for  Howard, 
Latimer  and  Bolton  to  enter  and  take  the  rents  and  profits 
to  their  own  use,  and  also  that  Billings  should  peaceably 
hold  the  said  hereditaments  until  such  default. 

Default  was  made  in  payment  of  the  mortgage  money 
and  interest;  and  thereupon  the  mortgagees  entered  into 
possession  of  the  mortgaged  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  their  power  of  sale,  and  proceeded  to  sell  as 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  6th  of  August,  1847,  John 
Howard,  Digby  Latimer  and  John  Bolton,  in  consideration 
of  5500/.  paid  by  the  said  Andrew  Taylor  to  them,  con- 
veyed the  said  mortgaged  premises  to  Andrew  Taylor  in 


282  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

fee^  with  all  the  rights  of  waj  thereooto  belonging;  but 
subject  to  the  said  annual  sum  of  40^  charged  thereon. 
_    «•  The  said   indenture  was  executed  by   John  Howard, 

BlCUABM.  "; 

Digbj  Latimer  and  John  Bolton  as  parties  thereto  of  the 
first  part,  but  not  by  Andrew  Taylor. 

The  said  Andrew  Taylor,  under  the  said  indenture, 
forthwith  entered  into  possession  of  the  property  comprised 
therein. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  7th  of  August,  1847,  Andrew 
Taylor  conveyed  the  mortgaged  premises  so  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  indenture  of  the  6th  day  of  August,  1847,  to 
the  said  John  Howard,  Digby  Latimer  and  John  Bolton 
in  fee  to  secure  the  sum  of  4000iL  and  interest,  subject  to 
the  said  annual  sum  of  40/.  charged  thereon  and  payable 
thereout^  for  the  use  and  towards  the  repair  of  the  roads 
and  sewers,  rights  to  use  which  were  appurtenant  to  the 
said  premises.  The  said  indenture  contained  the  usual 
proviso  for  redemption  on  payment  of  principal  and  inte« 
rest,  and  was  executed  by  the  said  Andrew  Taylor  only. 

Andrew  Taylor  paid  the  said  annual  sum  of  40/1  from 
the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  him  down  to  the  3 1st  of 
December,  1854. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  18th  of  January,  1848,  the 
premises  comprised  in  the  last  mentioned  indenture  of 
mortgage  were  (subject  nevertheless  to  the  said  annual 
sum  of  4021  &c.)  conveyed  to  Digby  Latimer,  John  Bolton 
and  William  Bennett,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to 
the  equity  of  redemption  under  the  said  indenture  of  the 
7th  of  August,  1847.  This  indenture  was  executed  by  all 
the  parties  thereto. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  6th  of  December,  1854,  made 
between  Andrew  Taylor  of  the  first  part,  Digby  Latimer, 
John  Bolton  and  William  Bennett  of  the  second  part,  the 
plaintiff  of  the  third  part,  and  William  CoUesson  of  the 
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fourth  part,  the  said  mortgaged  premises  were  appointed       1859. 

and  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  in  fee,  subject  nevertheless      ^-^v^*^ 

•^  "^  G1LBBBT8OH 

(but  so  far  only  as  the  same  might  be  legally  chargeable     ^    v. 
upon  or  affect  the  said  hereditaments)  to  the  payment  of 
the  said  annual  sum  of  40/. 

Under  this  conveyance  the  plaintiff  entered  into  posses- 
sion of  the  said  hereditaments  and  premises  distrained 
upon,  and  has  since  then  hitherto  remained  in  possession 
thereof. 

By  lease  and  release,  dated  the  21st  and  22nd  of  Decem- 
ber, 1840,Thomas  Billings  appointed  and  released  unto  the 
•aid  Cornelius  Blackwell  and  William  Billings,  and  their 
heirs,  the  pieces  of  land  then  used  as  roads  or  sewers, 
&C. ;  which  included  the  roads  or  drives,  &&,  the  right  to 
the  use  of  which  was  so  agreed  to  be  granted  by  the  said 
articles  of  agreement  of  the  1st  of  February,  1837,  subject 
to  the  several  rights  of  way  and  sewerage  theretofore 
granted  by  the  said  Thomas  Billings,  and  Thomas  Billings 
granted  and  assigned  to  Cornelius  Blackwell  and  William 
Billings  and  their  heirs  the  said  annual  sum  of  40/.  charged 
on  and  made  payable  out  of  the  several  hereditaments 
comprised  in  the  said  articles  of  agreement  of  the  1st 
of  February,  1837,  together  with  all  powers,  rights  and 
remedies,  for  the  recovery  thereof:  To  hold  the  same 
unto  the  said  Cornelius  Blackwell  and  William  Billings  in 

By  indenture,  dated  the  28th  day  of  December,  1854, 
the  said  Cornelius  Blackwell  and  William  Billings  granted, 
aliened  and  conveyed  the  said  pieces  of  land  then  formed 
into  and  used  as  roads  or  drives  and  footpaths,  &c.,  or 
comprised  in  lease  and  release  of  the  21st  and  22nd  days 
of  December,  1840,  subject  as  therein  mentioned,  and  the 
said  annual  sum  of  40/^,  to  the  defendants,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  together  with  all  powers,  rights  and  remedies  for 
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1859.        the  recovery  thereof,  and  all  the  estate :  To  have  and  to 

GiLBERTsoK    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  "°'^  *"^  ^^  ^^^  "^  ^^  ^^  defendants,  their 

_     ^'  heirs  and  assicnis  for  ever. 
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The  plaintiff  has  never  paid  the  defendants  the  said 
annual  sum  of  40/.,  and  three  years*  arrears  having  been 
demanded  a  distress  was  levied  by  the  defendants  for  the 
amount  thereof  as  before  mentioned. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are : — Was 
the  rent  distrained  for,  at  the  time  of  the  distress,  an  exist- 
ing rent  charge  on  the  plaintiff's  said  hereditaments  and 
premises ;  and  had  the  defendants  then  any  right  to  distrain 
for  the  same  ?  If  not,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  is  to  be 
entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  4/.  and  costs.  But 
if  the  said  rent  was  then  such  existing  chaige  and  they  had 
such  right  of  distress,  then  for  the  defendants  with  costs. 

Quain  argued  fur  the  plaintiff  in  last  Hilary  Term  (Jan. 
26). — There  was  no  legal  rent  charge  for  which  a  distress 
could  be  maintained.  First :  Thomas  Billings,  in  whose 
favour  the  rent  of  40/.  was  reserved  by  the  indentures  of 
the  24th  and  25th  October,  1838,  had  an  equitable  estate 
only ;  and  the  effect  of  the  reservation  was  merely  to  create 
an  equitable  charge,  so  that  any  person  who  took  the  estate 
with  notice  of  it  would  be  liable  in  equity.  Thomas 
Billings,  having  only  the  equity  of  redemption,  was  in  law 
no  more  than  a  stranger  to  the  estate  ;  and  a  reservation  of 
a  rent  to  a  stranger  is  void.  In  Shep.  Touch,  p.  80,  it 
is  said  that  a  reservation  *'  must  be  made  to  one  of  the 
grantors,  and  not  to  a  stranger  to  the  deed."  ♦  ♦  •  «  And 
if  the  reservation  be  of  the  rent  to  a  stranger  that  is  no 
party  to  the  deed,  and  to  him  only,  this  reservation  is  void ; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  father  and  his  son  and  heir  apparent 
by  indenture  lease  his  land  for  years,  to  begin  after  the 
father's  death,  rendering  rent  to  the  son,  it  is  void.**     Also 
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in  Co.  Lit  143 &,  it  is  said: — '^Note,  it  is  a  maxim  in  law 
that  the  rent  must  be  reserved  to  him  from  whom  the  state    ^ 
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of  the  land  moveth,  and  not  to  a  stranger."     Chetham  v.     ^    9, 
Williamson  (a)  and  Moore  v.  The  Earl  of  Plymouth  (b)  are 
authorities  to  the  same  effect. — Secondly,  the  indentures  of 
the  24th  and  25th  October,  1838,  cannot  operate  as  a  grant 
of  a  rent  charge  by  the  mortgagees,  because  they  did  not 
execute  the  deed :   Wickham  v.  Hawker  {c).     Besides,  the 
stipulation  that,  in  the  event  of  the   mortgagees   taking 
possession,  the  land  shall  be  charged   with  the  payment 
of  the  annual  sum  of  40/.,  does  not  amount  to  a  reserva- 
tion or  grant  of  a  rent*charge,  but  is  a  mere; agreement; 
whereas  every  good  reservation  must  be  by  apt  words : 
Shep.  Touch.  80.     It  will  perhaps  be  argued  that  although 
the  grantees  did  not  execute  the  indentures,  yet,  as  they 
entered  into  possession,  they  accepted  the  land  subject  to 
the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum ;  and  the  following  passage 
in  Co.  Lit.  143  A,  may  be  relied  on : — *•  And  it  is  holden  that 
if  a  feoffment  in  fee  be  made  by  deed  poll  reserving  a  rent, 
this  reservation  is  good;  for  when  the  feoffee  accepts  the 
deed  and  livery  of  the  land,  he  agreetb  to  the  rent,  and  the 
rent  is  reserved  by  the  words  of  the  feoffor,  and  not  by 
the  grant  of  the  feoffee."     That  might  be  so  here  if  the 
rent  was  properly  reserved.     Moreover,  the  case  finds  that 
the  mortgagees  only  entered  into  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising  the  power  of  sale. 

Mathew,  for  the  defendant. — First:  Thomas  Billings  was 
not  a  stranger  to  the  estate,  but  under  the  release  of  the  2nd 
March,  1838,  he  had  a  legal  interest  as  tenant  In  a  note 
to  Partridge  V,  Bere{d)  it  is  said: — "If,  in  the  mortgage 
deed,  there  is  the  usual  provbo  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  land 

(a)  4  East,  469.  (c)  7  M.  &  W.  63. 

(6)  3  B.  &  Aid.  66.  {d)  5  B.  &  Aid.  604. 
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by  the  mortgagor  and  his  heirs  antil  de&nlt  in  payment, 

&C.,  and  the  mortgagor  is  in  actual  poflsession,  he  may, 

V.  under  the  agreement,  be  regarded  as  tenant  for  years  to 
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the  mortgagee  dunng  the  contmuance  of  the  agreement : 
Powtely  V.  Blackman  (a).  That  doctrine  was  recognised  in 
IViUunsan  v.  Hall  (&).  In  Freeman  v.  Edwards  (c),  Parke^ 
B.,  said : — ^  If  there  is  any  definite  time  during  which  the 
mortgagor  is  to  remain  in  possession,  that  operates  as  an 
interest  in  him ;  but  if  the  time  is  indefimite,  his  occupadon 
is  merely  permissive."  Therefore  Thomas  Billings^  when 
he  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  24th  and  25th  OctobeTi 
1838,  was  not  a  stranger  within  the  technical  rule  which 
renders  the  reserval  of  a  rent  to  him  void.  [Martm,  B.-— 
If  a  rent  could  be  reserved  to  a  stranger,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  the  grantee  might  distrain  another  man's 
goods  for  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  grantor;  but  no 
person  can  lawfully  grant  a  power  to  take  another's  goods.] 
In  Gilbert  on  Rents,  p.  54,  it  is  said : — And  here  Litde- 
ton's  text  is  to  be  laid  down  as  a  sure  rule,  ^*that  no  rent 
(which  is  properly  called  rent)  may  be  reserved  upon  any 
feoffment,  gift  or  lease,  but  only  to  the  feofibr,  donor,  lessor 
or  to  their  heirs ;  and  in  no  manner  may  it  be  reserved  to 
any  stranger.  And  the  reason  of  the  rule  is  this;  because 
the  rent  is  something  paid  by  way  of  retribution  finr  the 
land ;  and  therefore  ought  to  be  made  to  him  from  whom 
the  land  passes.  Besides,  the  reservation  to  a  stranger  was 
prohibited  to  avoid  the  danger  of  maintenance ;  for  if  they 
were  allowable,  persons  might  make  reservations  to  power- 
ful men,  who  might  extort  more  from  the  tenant  than  was 
originally  contracted  for.'* — Secondly,  although  the  releases 
did  not  execute  the  indentures  of  the  24th  and  25th 
October,  1838,  the  acceptance  of  the  estate  estops  them 

(a)  Cia  Jac.  659.  (b)  8  Bing.  K.  G.  508. 

(c)  2  Exch.  732,  737. 
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from  denying  that  a  valid  rent  charge  was  created.    In  Lit. 

230  i,  it  is  said : — "  If  an  estate  be  made  by  indenture  to 

one  for  the  term  of  his  life,  the  remainder  to  another  in  fee     ^    »• 

Richards. 

upon  a  certain  condition,  &c.,  if  the  tenant  for  life  have 
pot  his.  seal  to  the  part  of  the  indenture  and  after  dieth, 
and  be  in  the  remainder  entreth  into  the  land  by  force  of 
his  remainder,  &c.,  in  this  case  he  is  tied  to  perform  all 
the  conditions  comprised  in  the  indenture,  as  the  tenant  for 
life  ought  to  have  done  in  his  life,  and  yet  he  in  remainder 
never  sealed  any  part  of  the  indenture.     But  the  cause  is, 
for  that  inasmuch  as  he  entered  and  agreed  to  have  the 
lands  by  force  of  the  indenture,  he  is  bound  to  perform  the 
conditions  within  the  indenture,  if  he  will  have  the  land," 
&C.     A  man  may  be  bound  by  the  covenants  of  a  deed  in 
which  he  is  described  as  a  party,  though   he  does  not 
execute  it,  if  he  assent  to  it  and  take  a  benefit  under  it : 
Co.  Lit.  231  a,  JVM  v.  Spicer  (a).     Thus,  where  a  coven- 
antor executes,  but  the  covenantee  does  not,  the  latter  by 
bringing  an  action  gives  his  consent  to  the  contract,  and 
the  covenantor  having  consented  by  executing  the  deed, 
there  is  the  consent  of  both  parties :   Wetherell  v.  Langs- 
tonipy  By  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106,  s.  5,  under  an  indenture 
executed  after  the  1st  October,  1845,  an  immediate  estate 
or  interest  in  any  tenements  or  hereditaments,  and  the 
bene6t  of  a  condition  or  covenant  *' respecting  any  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  may  be  taken,  although  the  taker 
thereof  be  not  named  a  party  to  the  same  indenture." — 
Thirdly,  the  mortgagees  were  seised  of  the  lands  to  the 
intent  that  Thomas  Billings  might  have  a  rent  thereout. 
Under  the  Statutes  of  Uses  that   is  sufficient  to  create 
a  valid  rent  charge.      In  a  note  by  Lord  St.  Leonards 

(d)  13  Q.  B.  886.  (b)  1  Exch.  634.  643. 

VOL.  IV. — N.  8.  U  EXCH. 
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to  Gilbert  on   Uses,    p.  193,   it  is  said: — "Where  anj 

person  stands  seised  of  any  lands  to  the  use  that  some  other 

_    9'  person  may  receive  a  rent  thereout,  the  statute  executei 
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the  use  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  suflBcient  grant  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  person  seised  to  the  use,  and  gives  th^ 
cestui  que  use  a  power  of  distress.*'    Whatever  may  be  the 
form  of  a  deed,  if  the  intent  of  the  parties  is  manifest  the 
Court  will  give  effect  to  it ;  for  it  is  an  established  rule  that  a 
deed  shall  never  be  laid  aside  as  void,  if  by  any  oonstniction 
it  can  be  made  good :  Earl  of  Clanriekard's  CaMe(a\  Sbep. 
Touch.  82,  83.     Thus,  a  deed  which  could  not  operate  m 
a  bargain  and  sale  because  there  was  no  money  coosideiir 
tion,  nor  as  a  release  because  there  was  no  lease  for  a  year, 
nor  as  a  deed  of  confirmation  because  the  grantees  were 
neither  of  them  in  possession,  nor  as  a  feoffment  because 
there  was  no  livery  of  seisin  was  held  to  operate  as  a 
covenant  to  stand  seised :  Doe  v.  Assignees  of  Simpson  (i), 
2  Wms.  Saund.  p.  97,  note.     Here  the  intention  is  dear, 
that  there  should  be  a  rent  chaige  recoverable  by  distress 
and  not  a  mere  equitable  charge.     Perry  v.  Waits  (c)  and 
Haggerston  v.  Hanbury{d)  also  shew  that  the  Court  will 
construe  a  deed  so  as  to  give  effect  to  it,  where  the  inten- 
tion is  manifest  that  an  estate  should  pass,  though  it  cannot 
pass  in  the  way  the  parties  intended.     The  language  of  the 
deed  is  suflBcient  to  raise  a  use.    "  A  man  made  a  feofiment 
sub  conditione  ed  intentione  that  his  wife  should  have  lands 
for  life,  remainder  to  his  youngest  son  in  fee.     The  feoflbe 
died  without  making  any  estate.     The  heir  of  the  fisoflbr 
entered,  but  it  was  resolved  that  there  was  not  a  condition, 
but  an  use,  which  was  executed  presently  according  to  the 
intent:"  Shcp.  Touch,  p.  514. 

(a)  Ilob.  277.  (c)  3  M.  &  G.  775. 

(/>)  2  Wils.  22 ;  S.  C.  Willes,  673.  (rf)  5  B.  &  C.  101. 
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Quain^  in  reply,  referred  to  1  Smith's  Lead.  Cas.  p.  444,        1859. 
Dae  d.  Boylance  ▼.  Ughtfoot  (a). 
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The  Court  directed  that  the  case  should  be  further 
argued  on  the  point  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Statute  of 
Uses,  and  on  a  subsequent  daj  (Feb.  12) 

Mathew  argued  for  the  plaintiff. — The  proviso  in  the 
indenture  of  1838  is  a  good  declaration  of  a  use  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Billings,  hb  heirs  and  assigns.  The  instrument 
will  operate  according  to  the  effect  which  the  parties  intended 
to  give  to  it:  Sheppard*s  Touchstone,  by  Preston,  p.  614, 
Sanders  on  Uses,  p.  95,  citing  Boydell  v.  Walthall  {b).  *^Any 
expression  whereby  the  mind  of  the  party  may  be  known 
that  such  a  one  shall  have  the  land  is  suflBcient  :**  per  Holt^ 
C.  J.,  in  Jones  v.  Morley  (c).  No  special  words  are  neces- 
sary to  create  a  use.  It  may  be  objected  that,  there  being 
a  use  declared  by  the  deed  to  the  mortgagees,  a  further 
use  could  not  be  declared  of  the  rent  to  Billings.  But  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  that  a  use  cannot  be  declared 
upon  a  use,  was  established  in  CramweWs  Case  (cQ,  where  a 
recovery  was  suffered  of  lands  to  the  use  of  A.  and  his 
heirs,  yielding  for  the  same  a  rent  to  B. ;  and  it  was  urged 
that  the  rent  ought  to  have  been  limited  out  of  the  estates 
of  the  recoverors,  and  not  out  of  the  possession  of  cestui 
que  use;  yet  it  was  determined  that  the  rent  was  well 
executed  by  the  statute. — He  referred  also  to  Gilbert  on 
Uses,  pp.  194  (note),  351  (note),  and  Sanders  on  Uses, 
p.  275. 

The  Court  then  called  on 

QiumL — By  the  indentures  of  the  24th   and  25th  of 

(a)  8  M.  &  W.  553. 564.  (c)  12  Mod.  159.  162. 

lb)  Moore,  722.  [d)  2  Rep.  69  a. 

U  2 
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October,  1838,  the  premises  are  conveyed  to  the  releasees 

and  their  heirs,  to  hold  unto  the  releasees  and  their  heirs 

f-  to  the  use  of  the  releasees  and  their  heirs,  subject  to  the 

Richards. 

equity  of  redemption.     Now,  though  the  second  use  is  not 

executed  by  the  statute,  it  prevents  any  ptber  use  being 
declared,  unless  the  case  of  a  rent  charge  is  an  exception. 
In  Sanders  on  Uses,  p.  89,  it  is  said :  *'  The  statute  says, 
that  where  any  person  or  persons  stand  or  be  seised  &c.  to 
the  use,  confidence  or  trust  of  any  atlier  person  or  persons,* 
&c.,  and  therefore  if  a  use  be  limited  to  a  feoffee,  conusee^ 
recoveror  or  releasee,  such  use,  generally  speaking,  is  Dot 
executed  by  the  statute,  but  the  feoffee,  &c.  is  in  by  the 
common  law.     In  this  case,  notwithstanding  the  grantee  is 
in  by  the  common  law^  yet  after  the  declaration  of  the  use 
to  him  he  has  not  only  a  seisin  but  a  use^  although  not  the 
use  which  the  statute  require  ;  and  therefore  that  seisin, 
which  before  the  limitation  of  the  use  to  himself  was  open 
to  serve  uses  declared  to  a  third  person,  is  by  the  limitation 
filled  up,  and  will  not  admit  of  any  other  use  being  limited 
in  it,  upon  the  principle  that  a  use  cannot  be  limited  upon 
a  use:"  see  also  pp.  166,  167.     The  rent  charge  is  said  to 
be  good  by  way  of  springing  use ;  but  there  is  no  seisin  to 
serve  it,  the  seisin  being  exhausted  by  the  first  declaration 
of  use.     In  CromwelVs  Case  (a)  the  reservation  of  rent 
came  after  the  declaration  of  uses,  and  the  Court  held  the 
reservation  good,  ut  res  magis  valeaty  quam  pereaL     But 
the  explanation  of  that  case  is  to  be  found  in  Cholmleg^s 
Case  (b)   where  Baron  Etoens  points  out  that  if  the  use 
and  possession  pass  tanguam  uno  flatUy  it  is  all  one  with 
a  grant  of  the  land  itself;    ^^  for  if  the  use  should  pass 
first,  then  rent  cannot  be  reserved  out  of  the  use,  and 
then  the  reservation  of  the  rent  would  be  void." — Next, 
the  charge  of  the   rent   is  within  the  rule  against  per- 
petuities.    The  proviso  is  that  as  soon  as  the  mortgagees^ 
(a)  2  Rep.  69  a.  (b)  2  Rep.  54  a. 
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or  Other  person  claiming  under  them,  shall  enter,  the  pre-        1869. 
mises  are  to  be  charged  with  the  rent ;  Billings  is  to  have     ^'^^     ' 

vfl  T.BERT8OII 

possession  until  default.     At  the  time  of  the  execution  of  »• 

-  Rirn\RD9. 

the  deed  it  was  uncertain    whether  Billings  ever  would 

make  default.  If  he  did  make  default,  still  it  was  uncer- 
tain whether  the  mortgagees  would  ever  enter.  This, 
therefore,  was  an  estate  to  begin  at  a  future  time,  which 
might  or  might  not  have  taken  effect  within  a  life  or  lives 
in  being  and  twenty  one  years  after.  It  is  a  rule  that 
springing  uses  are  confined  to  the  limits  of  time  prescribed 
by  courts  of  justice  for  preventing  perpetuities :  I  Sanders 
on  Uses,  p.  201.  In  Gilbert  on  Rents^  p.  60,  the  author 
questions  '*at  what  distance  of  time  charges  of  rent  may 
be  allowed  to  commence,  whether  it  must  not  be  after  the 
lives  of  persons  in  esse;  for  if  they  be  indefinite  they  seem 
to  have  the  same  tendency  to  a  perpetuity  as  any  contin- 
gent remainder  or  executory  interest :  and  the  bare  affec- 
tion of  a  perpetuity  is  sufficient  to  damn  any  conveyance.** 
In  Gilbert  on  Uses,  p.  195  (note),  it  is  said,  ^' A  new  rent 
may  be  limited  to  commence  in  futuro  within  the  line  of 
perpetuity."  The  conclusion  drawn  by  Mr.  Lewis,  afler  con- 
sideration of  the  authorities,  is  that  a  rent  charge  granted 
independently  by  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  or  reserved  to 
him  in,  or  in  consideration  of  a  disposition  of  the  fee,  must 
be  observant  of  the  limits  of  perpetuity.  Assuming,  then, 
that  a  rent  charge  is  subject  to  the  rule  against  perpetuities, 
it  b  not  sufiicient,  in  order  to  test  the  legality  of  a  limitation 
within  this  rule,  to  inquire  whether  it  be  capable  of  taking 
effect  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  rule  ;  it  must  be 
so  firamed  as  ex  necessitate  to  take  effect,  if  at  all,  within 
that  period:  Lewis  on  Perpetuities,  p.  170.  In  an  opinion 
of  Mr.  Hodgson,  quoted  in  Lewis  on  Perpetuities,  Appen- 
dix, p.  XXXV.,  it  is  said  that  the  rule  is,  that  ^'any  grant  or 
limitation  (of  a  rent  charge)  shall  be  void  if  it  is  not,  in 
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1859.        point  of  fact,  certaio,  at  the  time  of  creating  it,  that  it  will 
^-^v-^_^      attach  within  some  defined  period  of  a  life  in  being  and 
"•  twenty  one  years."     The  rule  was  much  discussed  in  The 

Duke  of  NarfoUCs  Case  (a)  and  in  Stephens  ▼•  Stephens  {b), — 
Lastly,  the  event  on  which  the  rent  was  to  be  charged  on 
the  land  never  took  place,  because,  in  fact,  the  mortgagees 
never  entered. 

Mathew  in  reply. — The  mortgagees  entered  to  exercise 
the  power  of  sale,  and  the  vendee  entered  by  their  authority. 
The  rent  is  not  within  the  policy  or  the  letter  of  the  rule 
against  perpetuities.   It  was  a  present  chai^  of  a  contingent 
rent,  always  capable  of  being  defeated  by  the  beneficial 
owner,  and  therefore  not  open  to  the  suggested  objection : 
Lewis  on  Perpetuities,  pp.  660,  561.  It  b  similar  to  a  power 
to  sell  real  estate,  to  be  exercised  without  any  restriction  in 
point  of  time.     This,  though  void  if  regarded  abstractedly 
from  its  purposes  and  objects,  would  undoubtedly  be  held 
good :  Lewis  on  Perpetuities,  p.  558.  If  the  rent  was  limited 
to  an  unascertained  person,  the  estate  could  not  be  dealt 
with.     Here  however,  it  was  at  any  time  capable  of  being 
released  by  Billings  or  his  heirs.     The  present  case  ranges 
itself  within  the  exception  to  the  rule  mentioned  in  Lewis 
on  Perpetuities,  p.  501,  that  where  a  limitation  is  made 
to  take  effect  on  two  alternative  events,  one  of  which  is 
too  remote,  and  the  other  valid  as  within  the  prescribed 
limits,  although  the  gift  be  void  so  far  as  it  depends  on  the 
remote  event,  it  will  be  allowed  to  take  effect  on  the  hap^ 
pening  of  the  alternative  one.     Biddle  v.  Perkhis  (c),  Boyee 
V.  Hanning  (d),  Longhead  v.  Phelps  {e)  and  Monypenny  v. 
Deering  (f)  are  instances  of  the  application  of  a  similar 

(a)  3  Chan.  Cas.  1.  (d)  2  C.  &  J.  334. 

(6)  Caaes  temp.  Talbot,  228.  (<?)  2  \V.  Bl.  704. 

(c)  llargr.  Accum.  93,  94,  n.  (/)  2  De  Gex,  M*N.  &  G.  145. 
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priDciple.     Here  the  rent  was  to  arise  on  the  execution  of       1859. 
the  power  of  sale,  and  the  trustees  did  enter  and  sell. 


GiLBERTSOM 

Cur,  adv,  vulL  v, 

RiOHAaDB. 


The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Martin,  B. — This  is  a  special  case  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  in  an  action  of  replevin,  and  the  question  is 
whether  the  rent  hereinafter  mentioned  was  an  existing 
rent  for  which  the  defendants  had  a  right  to  distrain. 

The  material  facts  are  these  : — Lewis  Bythesea  was  mort- 
gagee in  fee  simple  of  the  lands  distrained  upon.  Thomas 
Billings  was  owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption^  also  in  fee ; 
and  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  24th  and 
25th  of  October,  1838,  made  between  Thomas  Billings  of 
the  first  part,  Lewis  Bythesea  of  the  second  part,  Pearson 
Thompson  and  others  of  the  third  part,  and  John  Howard, 
Digby  Latimer  and  John  Bolton  of  the  fourth  part ;  after 
reciting,  amongst  other  things  not  material,  that  Thomas 
Billings  was  in  want  of  5000/.  upon  mortgage  of  the  said 
lands,  which  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part  had  agreed  to 
lend ;  and  that  Lewis  Bythesea  had  agreed  to  release  and 
assure  to  them  the  said  lands  freed^  and  discharged  from  his 
mortgage  :  The  indenture  witnessed,  that  Lewis  Bythesea 
oonveyed,  and  Thomas  Billings  granted  and  confirmed,  the 
said  lands :  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  parties  of 
die  ibarth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  them, 
&€.,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever ;  subject  to  a  proviso 
for  redemption  on  payment  of  the  5000/.  and  interest. 
Amongst  other  provisoes  there  was  one,  that  if  default 
should  be  made  in  payment  of  the  5000iL  and  interest  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  after  six  months*  notice  in  writing 
had  been  given  by  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their 
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heirs,  &c.,  to  Thomas  Billings  to  pay,  and  payment  not 
being  made,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  parties  of  the  fourth 
9.  part,  their  heirs,  &c.,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  lands,  &c 

The  release  also  made  provision  in  the  event  of  the  parties 
of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs,  &c.,  or  any  other  peiBon  or 
persons  claiming,  or  to  claim  by,  from,  under  or  in  trust  for 
them,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  power  therein  contwied, 
entering  into  or  otherwise  becoming  possessed  of  the  lands. 
In  which  event  it  was  provided  and  expressfy  offreed  aad 
declared  between  and  by  all  the  parties  to  the  deed,  that  from 
and  immediately  after  the  siud  lands  should  haTC  been  so 
entered  into,  or  possessed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  fourth 
part,  their  heir^  &c^  or  any  other  persoD,  or  persons  as 
aforesaid,  the  same  should  from  theoceforth  for  ever  there- 
after be,  and  the  same  were  from  thenceforth  subjected  and 
chaigeil  with  and  to  the   payment,  to  the  said  Thomas 
Billings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  annual  som  of  40L 
..  mentioned  in  articles  of  agreement  of  the  Ist  of  Febmaij, 
I  $37,  and  the  same  should  thenceforth  be  recovered  and 
recoverable  by  distress  or  otherwise  upon  and  oat  of  the 
said  lands,  in  such  and  in  the  same  way  as  rents  o(  the  like 
amount  mi^ht  be  recovered  and  recoverable  upon  a  common 
demise  for  year$«     This  conveyance  was  execated  by  Mr. 
Bythesea  and  Mr.  Billings,  but  not  by  the  parties  of  the 
founh  part.      The  articles  of  i^:reement  of  the    1st  of 
Februarv,  IS47«  are  set  out  in  the  case,  and  theT  vreie 
made  between  Thorns  Billings  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
parties  to  the  SAtd  conveyance  of  the  third  part,  whereby 
the  &>n^er«  betn^  owtier  of  an  equicy  of  redempiioo,  agreed 
to  sifU  to  the  Utter  the  saki  Linds  for  SaXXU»  subject  to  the 
payment  v>f  40^  a  year  towards  the  ex^^nses  of  keeping  in 
repair  c«ft;un  nxini?.    Tbe  in^endied  purchase  w;as  afterwank 
alvuHk>oed«  biU  the  ^OJ.  n:uc  or  acnuiil  char^  mentioned 
in  thsfse   Art;s;Ie>  is  ;be  5aru«:   reirreti  to  in  the 
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Default  was  made  in  payment  of  the  mortgage  money  and 
interest,  and  thereupon  the  mortgagees,  the  parties  of  the         bbrtson 
fourth  part,  entered  into  possession  for  the  purpose  of  exer-  »• 

cising  their  power  of  sale  ;  and  by  indenture,  dated  6th  of 
August,  1847,  they  conveyed  the  said  lands   to  Andrew 
Taylor  for  5,500/.,  subject  to  the  said  annual  sum  of  40/. 
Andrew  Taylor  afterwards  entered  into  possession  of  the 
lands,  and  duly  paid  the  said  annual  sumof  40iL  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1854.    By  an  indenture  of  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1854,  the  lands  were  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff,  in  fee 
simple,  upon  a  purchase  by  him,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  said  annual  sum  of  40/.  (but  so  far  only  as  the  same 
might  be  legally  chargeable  upon  or  affect  the  said  lands). 
The  case  then  sets  out  some  indentures  whereby  the  said 
rent,  or  annual  sum  of  40/.  has   become  vested  in   the 
defendants.     The   plaintiff  neglected  to  pay  the  rent  or 
annual  sum  for  three  years,  viz.,  from  December,  1854,  to 
December,  1857.     The  distress  in  question  was  made  by 
the  defendants  upon  the  plaintiff's  goods,  and  the  question 
before  us  is  whether  it  was  lawful 

It  was  objected,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  charge 
of  the  40/1  a  year  was  not  a  good  reservation  of  a  rent, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  made  in  favour  of  Thomas  Billings,  the 
owner  of  the  equitable  estate,  whilst  by  law  a  good  reserva- 
tion of  rent  can  only  be  made  to  the  legal  owner.  Several 
authorities  were  cited,  Shep.  Touch.  80,  Co.  Litt.  143,  b., 
Chetham  v.  Williamson  (a),  Wichham  v.  Hawker  {b) ;  and 
the  point  is  clear ;  indeed  it  was  scarcely  disputed  by  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  defendants. 

Secondly,  it  was  objected  that  there  was  no  grant  of  a 
rent  charge,  because  the  releasees  in  fee  simple  did  not 
execute  the  deed  of  October  1838.  This  also  is  a  clear 
objection. 

(a)  4  East,  469.  (6)  7  M.  &  W.  63. 
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1859.       heirs,  &c.,  to  Thomas  Billings  jfendante  that  the 

G^i!i^R^oN    ^"^8  "^ade»  il  should  be  lawf  .  that  where  a  person 


Kkiiards. 


part,  their  heirs,  &c-,  to  r  t  another  person  may 

The  release  also  made  p  executes  the  use  as  if  a 

of  the  fourth  part,  t^  oy  the  person  seised  to  ibe 

persons  claiming,  r  ^g^  ^  power  of  distress :  Lord 

them,  under  or  ..ibert  on  Uses,  p.  193,  Cromwir* 

entering  into  ,  and  that  such  new  rent  may  be  liuulcd 

In  which  .,,  foturo:  Same  note,  p.  195,  Fearne  on  Re- 

declared     .  p.  528 ;  and  that  in  order  to  create  a  use  no  tech- 
^^^      jffords  are  necessary;  and  that  it  is  only  essential  to 
^^     ^"^  (hat  the  intention  was  that  the  party  should  have  the 
teresi  or  estate ;  that  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  mind  and 
utenlion  of  the  parties ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  words, 
the  interest  will  operate  according  to  the  effect  which  the 
parties  intend  to  give  it:  Shep.  Touch.  514.     And,  subject 
to  the  objections  hereafter  mentioned,  we  think  these  prin- 
ciples apply. 

The  parties  to  the  conveyance  by  lease  and  release  of  the 
23  th  of  October,  1838,  distinctly  agree  and  declare,  that 
forthwith  after  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  any  one 
claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  should  enter  into  the 
lands  (which  both  they  themselves  and  Andrew  Taylor,  the 
purchaser  from  them,  did),  the  lands  should  thenceforth  for 
ever  be  subjected  and  charged  with  a  payment  to  Thomas 
Billings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  annual  sum  of  40/., 
to  be  recovered  and  recoverable  by  distress.  This  is  a  clear 
declaration  of  intention  that  Thomas  Billings  should,  upon 
the  event  mentioned,  have  a  rent  of  40/.  a  year  in  fee  simple. 
But  two  objections  were  made  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff:  first,  that  the  habendum,  being  to  the  parties 
of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  the 
said  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever,  no  use  could  be  afterwards  created  or  limited.     It  is 
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*e  in  the  law  can  be  created  after  a  uee.  In 
and  his  heirs,  to  the  use  of  A.  and  his 
«'ates  upon  the  use  and  exhausts  its  ». 

RlCUABDS. 

'a]  estates  in  the  land  itself  declared 
'table  estates  or  tnists ;  but  this 

•-^  ^  new  estate.    It  is  fed  out  of  the 

ueirs,  and  is  a  legal  estate  bj  virtue  of 
Uses.  It  is  precisely  the  same  case  as  a  rent 
^  out  of  the  estate  of  the  bargainee  upon  a  bargain 
^4id  sale.  He  is  seised  by  virtue  of  the  statute :  the  use 
to  himself  is  the  first  use,  and  any  beneficial  estate  declared 
upon  his  seisin  is  a  trust :  Shep.  Touch,  p.  510;  but  a  rent 
may  be  declared  out  of  his  estate  and  will  not  be  deemed 
a  use  upon  a  use :  Lord  St  Leonards'  note  to  Gilbert  on 
Uses,  p.  347.     This  objection  therefore  fails. 

The  second  objection  was  that  it  was  void  for  remoteness ; 
that  it  was  to  arise  at  any  time,  however  distant,  when  the 
parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  their  heirs,  might  enter  into 
the  land,  and  therefore  might  arise  long  after  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law  against  perpetuity.  It  is  quite  true  that  no 
rent  can  be  lawfully  created  which  violates  the  law  against 
remoteness,  and  therefore  a  rent  could  not  be  granted  to 
the  son  of  an  unborn  son.  But  it  seems  to  be  an  error  to 
call  this  rent  a  perpetuity,  in  an  illegal  sense.  It  is  vested 
in  Thomas  Billings  and  his  heirs.  He  or  his  heirs  may  sell 
ic»  or  release  it,  at  their  pleasure.  A  rent  in  fee  simple  may 
be  granted  to  a  man  and  heirs  to  continue  for  ever.  Why, 
tbereibre,  may  not  one  be  granted  to  commence  at  any  time 
however  remote  ?  It  is  only  a  part  of  the  estate  in  fee 
nmple  of  the  rent.  A  perpetuity  arises  when  a  rent  is 
granted  to  a  person  who  may  not  be  in  esse  until  after  the 
line  of  perpetuity  be  passed ;  but  when  the  estate  in  the 
vent  is  vested  in  an  existing  person  and  his  heirs  in  fee 
simple,  who  may  deal  with  it  at  his  or  their  pleasure,  and  as 


296  EXCHEQUER  REPORTS. 

But  it  was  argued  on  behalf  of  the  defendants  that  the 
rent  was  well  created  bj  way  of  use ;  for  that  where  a  person 
0.  stands' seised  of  lands  to  the  use  that  another  person  may 

receive  a  rent  thereout,  the  statute  executes  the  use  as  if  a 
grant  had  been  made  of  the  rent  by  the  person  seised  to  the 
use,  and  gives  the  cestui  que  use  a  power  of  distress :  Lord 
St.  Leonards  note  to  Gilbert  on  Uses,  p.  193,  CramweWi 
Case^  2  Rep.  72,  b ;  and  that  such  new  rent  may  be  limited 
to  commence  in  futuro :  Same  note,  p.  195,  Feame  on  Re- 
mainders, p.  528 ;  and  that  in  order  to  create  a  use  no  tech- 
nical words  are  necessary ;  and  that  it  is  only  essential  to 
shew,  that  the  intention  was  that  the  party  should  have  the 
interest  or  estate ;  that  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  mind  aod 
intention  of  the  parties ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  words, 
the  interest  will  operate  according  to  the  effect  which  the 
parties  intend  to  give  it :  Shep.  Touch.  514.  And,  subject 
to  the  objections  hereafter  mentioned,  we  think  these  prin- 
ciples apply. 

The  parties  to  the  conveyance  by  lease  and  release  of  the 
23th  of  October,  1838,  distinctly  agree  and  declare,  that 
forthwith  after  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  any  one 
claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  should  enter  into  the 
lands  (which  both  they  themselves  and  Andrew  Taylor,  the 
purchaser  from  them,  did),  the  lands  should  thenceforth  for 
ever  be  subjected  and  charged  with  a  payment  to  Thomas 
Billings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  annual  sum  of  AOl^ 
to  be  recovered  and  recoverable  by  distress.  This  is  a  clear 
declaration  of  intention  that  Thomas  Billings  should,  upon 
the  event  mentioned,  have  a  rent  of  40L  a  year  in  fee  simple. 

But  two  objections  were  made  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff:  first,  that  the  habendum,  being  to  the  parties 
of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  the 
said  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever,  no  use  could  be  afterwards  created  or  limited.     It  is 
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quite  tnie^  no  use  in  the  law  can  be  created  after  a  use.   In        1859. 
a  conveyance  to  A.  and  bis  heirs,  to  the  use  of  A.  and  bis    ^  ^""""'^    ' 

•'  ^  GXLBBBTBON 

heirs,  the  statute  operates  upon  the  use  and  exhausts  its  »• 

RiOUUlDS. 

operation,  and  all  beneficial  estates  in  the  land  itself  declared 
upon  aocb  a  seisin  are  equitable  estates  or  trusts ;  but  this 
18  not  so  with  a  rent,  it  is  a  new  estate.  It  is  fed  out  of  the 
seisin  of  A.  and  his  heirs,  and  is  a  legal  estate  bj  virtue  of 
the  Statute  of  Uses.  It  is  precisely  the  same  case  as  a  rent 
declared  out  of  the  estate  of  the  bargainee  upon  a  bargain 
and  sale.  He  is  seised  by  virtue  of  the  statute :  the  use 
to  himself  is  the  first  use,  and  any  beneficial  estate  declared 
upon  his  seisin  is  a  trust:  Shep.  Touch,  p.  510;  but  a  rent 
may  be  declared  out  of  his  estate  and  will  not  be  deemed 
a  use  upon  a  use :  Lord  St.  Leonards*  note  to  Gilbert  on 
Uses,  p.  347.     This  objection  therefore  fails. 

The  second  objection  was  that  it  was  void  for  remoteness ; 
that  it  was  to  arise  at  any  time,  however  distant,  when  the 
parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  their  heirs,  might  enter  into 
the  land,  and  therefore  might  arise  long  after  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law  against  perpetuity.  It  is  quite  true  that  no 
rent  can  be  lawfully  created  which  violates  the  law  against 
remoteness,  and  therefore  a  rent  could  not  be  granted  to 
the  son  of  an  unborn  son.  But  it  seems  to  be  an  error  to 
cull  this  rent  a  perpetuity,  in  an  illegal  sense.  It  is  vested 
in  Thomas  Billings  and  his  heirs.  He  or  his  heirs  may  sell 
it,  or  release  it,  at  their  pleasure.  A  rent  in  fee  simple  may 
be  granted  to  a  man  and  heirs  to  continue  for  ever.  Why, 
therefore,  may  not  one  be  granted  to  commence  at  any  time 
however  remote  ?  It  is  only  a  part  of  the  estate  in  fee 
simple  of  the  rent.  A  perpetuity  arises  when  a  rent  is 
granted  to  a  person  who  may  not  be  in  esse  until  after  the 
line  of  perpetuity  be  passed ;  but  when  the  estate  in  the 
rent  is  vested  in  an  existing  person  and  his  heirs  in  fee 
simple,  who  may  deal  with  it  at  his  or  their  pleasure,  and  as 
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But  it  was  argued  on  behalf  of  the  defendants  that  the 
rent  was  well  created  by  way  of  use ;  for  that  where  a  persoii 
o.  stands*  seised  of  lands  to  the  use  that  another  person  may 

receive  a  rent  thereout,  the  statute  executes  the  use  as  if  a 
grant  had  been  made  of  the  rent  by  the  person  seised  to  the 
use,  and  gives  the  cestui  que  use  a  power  of  distress :  Lord 
St.  Leonard  $  note  to  Gilbert  on  Uses,  p.  193»  CramweWi 
CcLSCf  2  Rep.  72,  b ;  and  that  such  new  rent  may  be  limited 
to  commence  in  futuro :  Same  note,  p.  195,  Feame  on  Re- 
mainders, p.  528 ;  and  that  in  order  to  create  a  use  no  tech- 
nical words  are  necessary ;  and  that  it  is  only  essential  to 
shew,  that  the  intention  was  that  the  party  should  have  the 
interest  or  estate ;  that  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  mind  aod 
intention  of  the  parties ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  words, 
the  interest  will  operate  according  to  the  eflect  which  the 
parties  intend  to  give  it :  Shep.  Touch.  514.  And,  subject 
to  the  objections  hereafter  mentioned,  we  think  these  prin- 
ciples apply. 

The  parties  to  the  conveyance  by  lease  and  release  of  the 
23th  of  October,  1838,  distinctly  agree  and  declare,  that 
forthwith  after  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  any  one 
claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  should  enter  into  the 
lands  (which  both  they  themselves  and  Andrew  Taylor,  the 
purchaser  from  them,  did),  the  lands  should  thenceforth  for 
ever  be  subjected  and  charged  with  a  payment  to  Thomas 
Billings,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  annual  sum  of  AOl^ 
to  be  recovered  and  recoverable  by  distress.  This  is  a  clear 
declaration  of  intention  that  Thomas  Billings  should,  upon 
the  event  mentioned,  have  a  rent  of  40/1  a  year  in  fee  simple. 

But  two  objections  were  made  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff:  first,  that  the  habendum,  being  to  the  parties 
of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  the 
said  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  ibr 
ever,  no  use  could  be  afterwards  created  or  limited.     It  is 
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quite  true,  no  use  in  the  law  can  be  created  after  a  use.  In 
a  conveyance  to  A.  and  bis  heirs,  to  the  use  of  A.  and  bis    ^ 

^  ^  GiLBERTBON 

heirs,  the  statute  operates  upon  the  use  and  exhausts  its  »• 

operation,  and  all  beneficial  estates  in  the  land  itself  declared 
upon  SQcb  a  seisin  are  equitable  estates  or  trusts ;  but  this 
b  not  so  with  a  rent,  it  is  a  new  estate.  It  is  fed  out  of  the 
seisin  of  A.  and  his  heirs,  and  b  a  legal  estate  bj  virtue  of 
the  Statute  of  Uses.  It  b  precisely  the  same  case  as  a  rent 
declared  out  of  the  estate  of  the  bargainee  upon  a  bargain 
and  sale.  He  is  sebed  by  virtue  of  the  statute :  the  use 
to  himself  b  the  first  use,  and  any  beneficial  estate  declared 
upon  his  seisin  is  a  trust:  Shep.  Touch,  p.  510;  but  a  rent 
may  be  declared  out  of  hb  estate  and  will  not  be  deemed 
a  use  upon  a  use :  Lord  St  Leonards^  note  to  Gilbert  on 
Uses,  p.  347.     This  objection  therefore  fails. 

The  second  objection  was  that  it  was  void  for  remoteness ; 
that  it  was  to  arise  at  any  time,  however  distant,  when  the 
parties  of  the  fourth  part,  or  their  heirs,  might  enter  into 
the  land,  and  therefore  might  arise  long  after  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law  against  perpetuity.  It  is  quite  true  that  no 
rent  can  be  lawfully  created  which  violates  the  law  against 
remoteness,  and  therefore  a  rent  could  not  be  granted  to 
die  son  of  an  unborn  son.  But  it  seems  to  be  an  error  to 
call  this  rent  a  perpetuity,  in  an  illegal  sense.  It  b  vested 
in  Thomas  Billings  and  his  heirs.  He  or  his  heirs  may  sell 
it,  or  release  it,  at  their  pleasure.  A  rent  in  fee  simple  may 
be  granted  to  a  man  and  heirs  to  continue  for  ever.  Why, 
therefore,  may  not  one  be  granted  to  commence  at  any  time 
however  remote  ?  It  is  only  a  part  of  the  estate  in  fee 
simple  of  the  rent.  A  perpetuity  arbes  when  a  rent  is 
granted  to  a  person  who  may  not  be  in  esse  until  after  the 
line  of  perpetuity  be  passed ;  but  when  the  estate  in  the 
rent  is  vested  in  an  existing  person  and  his  heirs  in  fee 
simple,  who  may  deal  with  it  at  his  or  their  pleasure,  and  as 
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1859.        he  or  they  think  fit,  we  think  it  is  not  subject  to  the  objec- 
^^^^^^    '      tion  of  remoteness,  notwithstanding  that  its  actual  enjoy- 

GiLBERTSON 

ment  may  depend  upon  a  contingency  which  may  never 
happen,  or  may  happen  at  any  time  however  distant  For 
these  reasons  we  think  the  rent  was  well  created,  and  that 
the  distress  for  it  was  lawful. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant 


V. 

Richards. 


Feb.  12.  SeMPLE   V.    NiCHOLSON. 

An  unsumped  J.N  this  case  judgment  had  been  entered  up  by  the  plaintiff 

attorney  is  not  against  the  defendant  on  five  warrants  of  attorney.    The 

oHn'eqaUy  r''  last  judgment  was  entered  up  on  the  26th  January,  1856. 

tm  n*Irt  S?ow  ^''  ^^^^  warrants  of  attorney  were  filed  without  sUmps. 

off^th^eie^'for  ^"  ^^®  ^^^^  August,  1856,  one  Mawson  entered  up  judg- 

the  purpose  of  ment  against  the  defendant  on  a  warrant  of  attorney  which 

being  stamped, 

so  as  to  give  it  was  filed  with  a  proper  stamp.     The  plaintifTs  attorney  had 

a  priority  over 

a  subsequent  frequently  filed  warrants  of  attorney  without  any  stamp 

creditor  who  upon  them,  and  on  several  occasions  the  clerk  of  the  judg- 

stamp^  ^  ments  had  remonstrated  with  him  for  so  doing;  but  be 

aitorney^^  persisted  in  filing  them,  and  said  that  he  would  do  so  at  bis 

In  future  q^jj  personal  risk.    It  appeared  that  unstamped  warrants  of 

no  warrant  of  *^  '  *  * 

attorney  attorney  had  also  been  occasionally  filed  by  other  attornies. 

permitted  to 

be  filed  without 

a  proper  stamp.  t  n  ^       '     i 

Lush  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  warrants  of 
attorney  should  not  be  taken  off  the  file  for  the  purpose 
of  being  stamped  (Jan.  31). — The  Court  has  power  to 
allow  the  warrants  of  attorney  to  be  stamped.  The  13  &  14 
Vict.  c.  97,  s.  12,  after  reciting  that,  "for  securing  the  due 
payment  of  the  stamp  duties  imposed  by  law  on  deeds  and 
other  instruments,  it  is  expedient  to  alter  the  terms  and 
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conditions  on  which  any  such  deed  or  instrument  may  be 

stamped  after  the  execution  or  signing  thereof/'  enacts,  that 

where  any  deed  or  instrument  liable  to  stamp  duty  shall    _     «»• 

•^  .  Nicholson. 

be  executed  before  it  is  stamped,  there  shall  be  paid  over 
and  above  the  stamp  duty  by  way  of  penalty  the  sum  of 
lOL ;  and  where  the  duty  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  102!.  there 
shall  be  paid  by  way  of  penalty,  in  addition  to  the  said  sum 
of  10/.,  interest  on  the  duty  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per 
annum  from  the  date  or  execution  of  the  deed  or  instru- 
ment."   The  Commissioners  are  then  expressly  required, 
on  payment  of  the  duty  and  penalty,  to  cause  the  deed  or 
instrument  to  be  stamped.     The  section  proceeds  to  say 
that  **  no  such  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  pleaded  or  given 
in  evidence,  or  admitted  to  be  good,  useful  or  available  in 
law  or  equity,  until  the  same  shall  be  duly  stamped  as  afore- 
said."   Then  follows  a  proviso,  that  where  it  shall  appear 
to  the  Commissioners,  "upon  oath  or  otherwise,  to  their 
satisfaction,  that  any  deed  or  instrument  has  not  been  duly 
stamped   previously  to  its  being  executed,   by  reason   of 
accident,  mistake,  inadvertency,  or  urgent  necessity,  and 
witboat  any  wilful   design   or  intention    to  defraud   her 
Majesty,  &&,  of  the  duty  chargeable  in  respect  thereof,  or 
to  evade  or  delay  the  payment  of  such  duty,  then  and  in 
any  such   case,  if  such  deed  or  instrument  shall  within 
twelve  calender  months  afler  the  first  signing  or  executing 
of  the  same  by  any  person,  be  brought  to  the  said  Commis- 
sioners in  order  to  be  stamped,  and  the  stamp  duty  charge- 
able thereon  by  law  shall  be  paid,'*  the  Commissioners  may, 
if  they  think  fit,  remit  the  penalty,  and  thereupon  every 
sach  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  as  valid  and  available 
in  law  as  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  duly  stamped 
before  the  signing  or  executing  of  the  same.     The  first 
branch  of  the  section  provides  for  a  wilful  omission  to  stamp 
the  document,  and  in  that  case  a  penalty  is  imposed ;  but 
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where  the  neglect  to  stamp  has  arisen  fix>m  mere  inad- 
vertence, the  Commissioners  may  remit  the  penalty.  The 
5  &  6  Wm.  &  M.  c.  21,  s.  11,  contained  a  provision  in  the 
same  terms  as  the  13  &  14  Vict,  c  97,  s.  12,  that  do 
unstamped  document  should  be  available  in  law  or  equity, 
but,  under  the  former  Act,  the  Courts  allowed  unstamped 
instruments  to  be  taken  off  the  file  to  be  stamped.  [CSbm- 
nells  B. — In  Clarke  v.  Jones  (a)  the  Court  refused  to  grant 
a  rule  for  setting  aside  a  cognovit,  at  the  instance  of  the 
defendant,  because  it  was  not  stamped.  Parke,  B.,  there 
said : — ^'  The  objection  to  the  stamp  would  be  of  no  avail, 
as  they  could  get  it  stamped  before  cause  was  shewn.*] 
That  case  is  an  authority  that,  if  this  application  had  been 
merely  opposed  by  the  defendant,  the  Court  would  have 
granted  the  rule.  Then  what  locus  standi  has  a  third 
party?  [Pblhckt  C.  B. — Is  there  any  authori^  that  the 
Court  will  grant  an  application  like  thb  to  the  prejudice  of 
a  third  person  who  has  filed  a  stamped  warrant  of  attorney, 
and  thereby  got  a  valid  security  for  his  debt  Ckanndlf  B.— 
In  Newland  v.  Wiatkin  (b),  where  the  Court  set  aside  a 
warrant  of  attorney  which  operated  to  charge  an  ecdesias- 
tical  benefice,  upon  the  applieation  of  a  person  who  had 
a  subsequent  warrant  of  attorney,  the  13  Eliz.  c.  20,  s.  1,' 
rendered  the  former  warrant  of  attorney  utterly  void.]  It 
has  been  the  constant  practice  to  file  unstamped  warrants  of 
attorney.  In  Archb.  Pract.  p.  887,  9th  ed.,  it  is  said: — **  But 
although  the  warrant  be  not  stamped  at  all,  or  be  impro- 
perly stamped  and  therefore  unavailable,  yet  it  may  be 
made  available  on  payment  of  the  penalty  and  getting  a 
proper  stamp  fixed ;  and  this  may  be  done  even  afier  a  rule 
nisi  obtained  to  set  aside  a  judgment  on  the  warrant  for  the 
want  of  or  defect  in  the  stamp."  Courts  of  equity  have 
recognised  the  distinction  between  an  agreement  that  may 

(a)  3  Dow.  P.  C.  277.  (b)  9  Bing.  113. 
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be  stamped  on  payment  of  the  penalty,  and  one  on  which        1859. 

no  action  can  be  broueht  unless  stamped :   Huddleston  v.       ^T""*"'^^ 

°  '  Semplb 

Bristow la).  [Martin,  B.,  referred  to  Pitman  v.  Humfrey  (b)."]    ^^     »• 

*■  ^        ./^     .     X  NICHOL8OH. 

Hawkins  and  Fieldy  for  Mawson,  shewed  cause  in  the 
first  instance,  and  also  moved  to  set  aside  the  unstamped 
warrants  of  attorney. — The  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney 
are  void  as  against  a  third  party  who  has  filed  a  stamped 
warrant  of   attorney:    Harrod  v.  Benton  (c),    Martin   v, 
Martin  (d).     The  provision  in  the  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  97, 
8.  12,  which  enables  the  Commissioners  to  cause  an  un- 
stamped instrument  to  be  stamped  within  twelve  months 
after  its  execution,  without  payment  of  the  penalty,  where 
the  omission  to  stamp  has  arisen  from  inadvertence,  does 
not  apply  to  this  ease,  for  here  there  was  a  wilful  omission 
to  stamp,  for  the  plaintiff's  attorney  was  informed  by  the 
oflScer  that  he  ought  not  to  file  the  warrants  of  attorney 
without  their  being  stamped,  and  he  said  that  he  would  do 
so  on  bis  own  responsibility.     Then  the  statute  expressly 
says  that  no  unstamped  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  good, 
useful,  or  available  in  law  or  equity.     In  defiance  of  that 
enactment,  the  plaintiff  has  filed  these  warrants  of  attorney, 
and  seeks  to  set  up  the  judgments  signed  upon  them  as 
valid  in  law.     [^Martin,  B. — The  statute  says  that  "no  such 
deed  or  instrument  shall  be  pleaded.*^     Could*  profert  have 
been  made  of  it   before  The   Common   Law  Procedure 
Act,  1852  ?]     According  to  the  words  of  the  Act,  an  un- 
stamped  instrument  is   not   available    for    any    purpose. 
{Lush  referred  to  Rogers  v.  James  {e)  ).     The  judgments 
were    entered   up   on   warrants    of   attorney    which    the 
statute    has    declared    were    invalid,    and    the    stamping 

(a)  n  Yes.  595.  {d)  3  B.  &  Adol.  934. 

\h)  2  Tyr.  500.  \e)  2  Marsh.  425. 

(c)  8  B.  &  C.  217. 
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1859,        these  warrants  of  attorney  cannot  give  the  judgments  a 
^*-'*^''^-^      retrospective  effect     Eeardan  v.  Sunday  (a)  and  Pitman  v. 

OEMPIjK  all 

p.  Humfrey  {h)  shew  that  these  judgments  are  irregular  and 

invalid.  The  authorities  relied  on  by  the  other  side  only 
amount  to  this,  that  where  an  application  is  made  to  set 
aside  an  unstamped  instrument,  and  at  the  time  of  shewing 
cause  it  is  produced  with  the  proper  stamp  affixed,  the 
Court  will  not  inquire  when  it  was  stamped, 

LtLsli^  in  reply. — The  latter  part  of  the  clause,  which 
says  that  **  thereupon  every  such  deed  or  instrument  shall 
be  as  valid  and  available  in  law  as  it  would  have  been  if  it 
had  been  duly  stamped  before  the  signing  or  executing  of 
the  same,"  applies  to  the  whole  enactment  The  judg- 
ments are  not  void.  [^Martin^  B. — In  Reardon  v.  Swaby  (a) 
the  Court  set  aside  the  judgment]  In  Tilsley  on  Stamps, 
p.  326,  an  Anonymous  Case  (c)  is  referred  to,  where  ''  the 
Court  observed  that  there  might  be  reason  for  refusing 
such  a  warrant  of  attorney  in  evidence,  but  none  for 
making  it  void ;  for  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Act 
importing  it"  A  third  party,  who  may  be  prejudiced  by  a 
judgment  against  his  debtor,  cannot  object  that  no  attorney 
attested  the  execution  of  the  warrant  of  attorney  on  which 
such  judgment  is  founded:  Chipp  v.  Harris  {(I),  So  here 
it  is  not  competent  for  a  third  party  to  object  that  these 
warrants  of  attorney  are  not  stamped.  It  would  be  a  hard* 
ship  on  the  plaintiff,  who  is  an  innocent  party,  if  be  were 
to  suffer  from  the  act  of  his  attorney  in  filing  the  unstamped 
warrants  of  attorney. 

Cur.  adv.  vulL 

Pollock,  C.  B. — In  this  case  Mr.  Lush  moved  for  a 

(a)  4  East,  188.  (c)  2  Salk.  612. 

lb)  2  Tyr.  500.  (<0  5  M.  &  W.  430. 
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mle  to  take  five  warrants  of  attorney  off  the  file  for  the 
purpose  of  their  being  stamped.     Against  that  rule  cause 

was  shewn  in  the  first  instance  by  Mr.  Hawkins  on  behalf  ». 

•^  Nicholson. 

of  a  person  who  had  entered  up  judgment  on  a  warrant  of 
attorney  which  was  stamped,  but  which  judgment  was  sub- 
sequent to  the  judgments  entered  up  on  the  five  warrants 
of  attorney,  and  which  Mr.  Hawkbis  also  moved  to  set  aside. 
The  question  is,  in  what  way  is  the  Court  to  deal  with 
these  two  applications?  Undoubtedly,  there  are  instances 
in  which  applications  have  been  made  to  remove  warrants 
of  attorney  fix)m  the  file  for  the  purpose  of  being  stamped, 
and  the  argument  presented  to  us  has  certainly  this  weight 
in  it,  that  by  the  13  &  14  Vict  c.  97,  s.  12,  a  party  is  en- 
titled to  have  an  instniment  stamped  within  a  certain  time 
without  the  payment  of  a  penalty,  and  after  a  certain  time 
on  payment  of  a  penalty,  which  seems  to  be  annexed  as  a 
right  or  privilege  given  to  the  subject  without  any  other 
condition  being  imposed.  The  enactment  also  enables  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  to  stamp  a  document 
within  twelve  months  after  its  execution  without  the  pay- 
ment of  a  penalty,  if  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that 
there  has  not  been  any  intention  to  defraud  the  Crown 
of  the  duty.  Here,  however,  there  was  nothing  which 
would  justify  them  in  granting  that  indulgence.  It  was 
argued  by  Mr.  Lush  that  the  Legislature  contemplated 
the  stamping  of  documents  after  their  execution,  and  that 
they  had  provided  for  what  may  be  called  the  indifference 
of  persons  to  the  revenue  laws.  This  Court,  however,  has 
a  very  different  duty  to  perform  from  that  which  belongs 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue.  In  this  case 
we  find  that  a  party  obtained  a  valid  judgment  on  a 
warrant  of  attorney  after  judgments  had  been  entered  up 
on  the  five  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney,  and  the  effect 

VOL.  IV. — N.  8.  X  EXCH. 
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of  taking  those  warrants  of  attorney  off  the  file  and  getting 
them  stamped  would  be  to  defeat  the  valid  judgment;  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  hold,  in  the  language  of  the  l^islature, 
that  an  unstamped  document  shall  not  be  *^  good,  useful  or 
available  in  law  or  equity."     We  ought  to  look  at  the  legal 
rights  of  the  parties ;  and  we  find  that  one  has  obeyed  the 
law  and  obtained  a  judgment  ''good,  useful  and  available 
in  law  and  equity,"  while  the  other  has  broken  the  law,  for 
the  law  says  that  documents  shall  be  stamped  befi>re  exe> 
cution ;  and  the  permission  to  stamp  them  afterwards  is  an 
indulgence,  although  it  may  be  claimed  as  a  right  when  it 
does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  other  parties.     Here^ 
however,  the  party  who  has  broken  the  law,  and  has  a 
judgment  which  b  not  **  good,  useful  or  available  at  law  or 
in  equity,"  asks  us  to  allow  him  to  take  his  warrants  of 
attorney  off  the  file  in  order  to  get  them  stamped,  and  so 
obtain  a  priority  over  another  person  who  has  not  broken 
the  law,  but  who  has  a  good  and  valid  judgment.   It  would 
be  manifestly  unjust  so  to  deal  with  the  records  of  the 
Court  and  the  legal  rights  of  the  other  party.     He  is  en- 
titled to  say,  <<  Why  am  I  to  be  deprived  of  that  which  is 
at  present  my  legiA  right  ?    It  is  true  another  person  has  a 
judgment,  but  it  is  founded  on  a  warrant  of  attorney  that 
is  not  available*   I,  having  obeyed  the  law,  have  a  judgment 
that  is  perfectly  free  firom  objection,  and  yon  are  asked  to 
destroy  itsi  e£RDCt  and  give  an  advantage  to  a  person  who 
has  broken  the  law/    The  judgments  entered  up  on  the 
unstamped  warrants  of  attorney   most   be  considered  as 
having   passed   per   incuriam  ;    and    we    approve   of  an 
order  which  has  been  given,  that  in  future  no  judgment 
shall  be  signed  on  an   unstamped  warrant  of  attorney. 
TbereioK  the  application  to  take  the  wanrants  of  attorney 
off  the  file  for  the  purpose  of  being  stamped  mwm  be  re- 
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fused.     The  judgmeDts  must  be  set  aside;  after  which  the        1859. 
parties  may  take  the  warrants  of  attorney  off  the  file,  get 
them  stamped,  and  then  sign  fresh  judgment 


Sbmpli 


V. 

NICHOL80V. 


Martin,  B« — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  case  comes  within  the  very  words  of  the  13  &  14 
Vict.  c.  97,  &  12.  No  doubt,  cases  are  to  be  found  in  the 
books  where  warrants  of  attorney  have  been  allowed  to  be 
taken  off  the  file  in  order  to  be  stamped ;  but  in  this  case 
the  party  received  distinct  notice  from  the  officer  that  it 
was  improper  to  file  these  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney, 
and  he  persisted  in  doing  sa  I  should  regret  if  the  mis- 
fortune attendant  upon  it  had  fallen  on  a  person  who  had 
not  been  warned;  but  here  the  party  had,  and  therefore  he 
cannot  complain  of  the  consequences.  The  13  &  14  Vict 
c  97,  &  12,  after  having  provided  for  the  payment  of  a 
penalty  for  not  stamping  documents  before  execution, 
enacts  **  that  no  such  deed  or  instrument  shall  be  pleaded 
or  given  in  evidence,  or  admitted  to  be  good,  useful  or 
available  in  law  or  equity,  until  the  same  shall  be  duly 
stamped  as  aforesaid."  The  application  to  us  is  to  allow  a 
judgment  signed  upon  an  unstamped  warrant  of  attorney 
to  be  treated  as  ^'good,  useful  and  available  in  law  and 
equity."  If  we  were  to  allow  it,  the  judgment  would  stand 
as  a  valid  judgment  against  the  rights  of  third  persons. 
That  seems  to  me  an  interference  with  rights  which  we 
ought  not  to  sanction.  We  are  bound  by  the  act  of  par- 
liament to  protect  third  persons,  which  we  should  not  be 
doing  if  we  were  to  allow  an  act  which  would  have  a  retro- 
spective operation  with  respect  to  other  judgments. 

Watson,  B.— I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  Stamp 
Acts  on  this  subject  are  the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  82,  the  8  &  9 
Vict  c.  2,  the  11  &  12  Vict  c.  9,  and  the  13  &  14  Vict 
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c.  97,  the  latter  of  which  repeals  certain  stamp  daties 

and  substitutes  other  rates.     The  consequence  of  allowing 

».  these  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney  to  be  taken  off  the 

NiCHOLSOS.  1  ij    I  u 

file  for  the  purpose  of  being  stamped  would  be  to  make 
them  **  good,  useful  and  available  in  law  and  eqaity."  But 
at  the  time  they  were  filed  they  were  not  so;  and  the 
plaintiff  is  in  the  same  situation  as  a  person  who  has  en- 
tered up  judgment  without  any  authority.  It  was  objected 
that  the  subsequent  judgment  creditor,  who  had  filed  a 
warrant  of  attorney  duly  stamped,  had  no  locus  standi. 
That  is  not  so,  because,  if  he  has  an  interest  in  defeating 
an  invalid  judgment,  he  has  a  right  to  apply  to  the  Court 
for  that  purpose.  The  case  of  Martin  v.  Martin  {a)  is  an  ex- 
press authority  to  that  effect  There  Taunton,  J.,  said :  **  I 
always  doubted  whether  we  could  interfere  at  the  instance 
of  a  third  person,  but  I  think  in  this  case  the  Court  may 
do  so  by  virtue  of  their  general  jurisdiction  over  warrants 
of  attorney,  and  because  this  is  a  fraudulent  transaction.* 
In  this  case  a  judgment  creditor  comes  forward  who  has  a 
properly  stamped  warrant  of  attorney,  and  though  his  judg^ 
ment  is  subsequent  to  the  others  he  has  a  right  to  insbt  on 
his  interest  in  that  judgment,  and  the  Court  ought  not  to 
allow  the  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney  to  be  taken  off  the 
file  in  order  to  defeat  it.  The  plaintiff's  attorney  had  filed 
many  unstamped  warrants  of  attorney,  and  was  told  by  the 
officer  that  it  was  improper  to  do  so ;  but  he  persisted  in  it, 
knowing  that  he  was  defirauding  the  revenue ;  and  it  would 
be  a  strong  measure  for  us  to  decide  that,  on  payment  of 
the  penalty  of  10/.,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  the 
warrants  of  attorney  off  the  file  and  get  them  stamped.  It 
was  said  that  it  would  be  a  hardship  on  the  client,  who  is 
an  innocent  party,  to  suffer  fi*om  the  act  of  his  attorney; 
but  if  he  should  sustain  any  loss  he  has  his  remedy  by 

(a)  3  B.  &  Adol.  934. 
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action.    For  these  reasons  I  concur  with  the  other  members 

of  the  Court  that  the  rule  to  take  these  warrants  of  attorney 

off  the  file  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  stamped  should  '^• 

be  refused. 

Application  to  take  the  warrants  of  attorney 
off  the  file  for  the  purpose  of  being  stamped 
refused;  the  other  party  to  apply  to  a  Judge 
at  Chambers  to  set  them  aside. 


Allawat  and  Another  v.  Wagstapf.  Feb,  9. 


T 


HE  declaration  stated,  that  the  defendant,  at  the  time  of  The  68th 

tion  of  the 

the  doing  and  occasioning  the  surface  damage  hereinafter  i  &  2  Vict. 
mentioned,  was  entitled  to  a  certain  gale  within  certain  regulating  the 
enclosed  lands  of  the  Hundred  of  Saint  Briavels,  in  the  mtnes'm  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  in  and  under  the  lands  of  the  plain-  Seim^proTides 
tiffs  hereinafter  next  mentioned,  and  the  plainlifis  were  the  that  every  free 

*^  miner  enutled 

owners  of  such  enclosed  lands :  and  certain  surface  damaire  to  any  gale 

^      within  any  in- 

was  done  and  was  occasioned  to  such  enclosed  lands  of  the  closed  lands, 

shall  pay  to 

plaintiffs  by  reason  or  means  of  the  working  of  the  said  the  owner  of 
gale,  and  for  which  surface  damage  the  plaintiffs,  before  the  compensation 

for  surface 
damaee  occa- 
skmed  by  opening  or  working  any  gale  therein  or  thereon^  which  compensation  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  gaveller  or  deputy  ffaTcller ;  and  if  not  paid  within  ten  days  after  making  an 
award  by  him,  and  a  copy  thereof  served  on  the  party  required  to  pay  the  same,  the  amount 
may  be  recovered  by  action.  The  declaration  in  an  action  under  that  section,  alleged  that  the 
deputy  gaveller  awarded  that  the  amount  of  compensation  for  surface  damage  done  to  the 
mekwed  lands  of  the  plaintiffs,  by  the  working  of  a  gale  therein  or  thereon  by  the  defendant, 
was  60L  The  plea  set  out  the  award,  by  which  the  deputy  gaveller,  after  reciting  that  applica- 
tion had  been  made  to  him  to  determine  the  compensation  for  surface  damage  to  lands  and 
bmildinffg  of  the  plaintiflFs,  alleged  to  be  inclosed  lands,  awarded  that  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion for  surface  damage  to  the  said  lands  and  bvitdings,  b^  reason  of  the  working  thereon  and 
Aeremn€ter  by  the  defendant,  was  60/. ;  but  whether  the  said  lands  and  buildings  were  inclosed 
lands  within  the  statute  he  made  no  award. 

Held: — First,  that  the  award  was  good,  although  the  deputy  gaveller  had  not  found  that  the 
lasdt  were  inclosed. 

Secondly. — That,  assnming  <* surface  damage"  to  mean  damage  on  the  surface,  the  award 
was  not  hid,  because  the  deputy  gaveller  had  found  that  the  damage  was  occasioned  by  working 
mmdtr  the  lands,  for  by  such  working  there  might  be  damage  on  the  surface. 

Thirdly. — That  as  the  word  **ULnds**  comprehends  buildings,  the  declaration  was  good, 
altboogb  it  appeared  by  the  award  that  the  compensation  was  in  respect  of  the  land  and 
bvildiogf. 
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1859.  making  of  the  award  hereinafter  mentioned,  were  entitled 
^^"^  '  to  a  full  and  fair  compensation  in  money,  pursuant  to  the 
,„    V.  statute  made    and   passed,  &c.  (1  &  2  Vict  c.  43);   and 

which  compensation  was  to  be  ascertained  and  determined 
by  the  gaveller  or  deputy  gaveller  for  the  time  being,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  statute.     That  John  Atkinson  was  the 
deputy  gaveller  for  the  time  being  of  and  for  her  Majesty's 
Forest  of  Dean,  in   the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  duly 
authorized  and  empowered  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
statute  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  said  compensation. 
That  the  said  John  Atkinson  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
24th  May,  a.d.  1858,  duly  made  his  6nal  award  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  whereby,  after  reciting   that  on  the  5th 
August,  1857,  application  had  been  made  to  him  as  H.  M. 
deputy  gaveller  for  the  time  being  of  and  for  her  Majesty's 
Forest  of  Dean,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintifl^  to  ascertiun  and  determine  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authcHities  contained  in 
and  given  to  him,  as  such  deputy  gaveller  as  aforesaid  for 
the  time  being,  in  and  by  the  68th  section  of  the  said 
statute,  the  full  and  fair  amount  of  compensation  in  money 
for  the  said  surface  damage ;  and  that  he,  the  s«d  deputy 
gaveller,  did  by  a  certjun  notice  in  wriUng  under  his  hand 
address  to  the  plaintiffs  and  James  Wintle,  their  attorney, 
and  al$o  to  the  defendant,  give  notice  that  he  would  proceed 
to  the  hearing  of  the  said  parties  respectively,  by  themselves 
and  their  respective  counsel,  attomies  and  witnesses,  and 
evidence  touching  and  cooceming  the  matters  and  premises 
aforosaid ;  and  that  be  would  at  the  time  and  place  afore- 
said attend  and  proceed  to  and  with  the  hearing  of  the  sdd 
matters  and  premises;  and  that  the  said  notice  had  been 
duly  ^TTcd  upL>n  the  said  parties  respectively  a  TeasooaUe 
time  bcfiMT  the  day  appointed  for  the  said  hearing;  and 
that  ho«  the  sud  «lohn  Atkinson,  ms  sndi  deputy  gaveUer, 
having  attended  at  the  time  and  place  appmnted  for  the 
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hearing  of  the  said  parties  touching  the  matters  and  pre- 
mises aforesaid,  had  been  attended  by  the  said  parties  or 
their  agents  respectively,   and  heard  and  saw  all  things  v. 

which  by  the  several  parties  or  either  of  them  it  was  desired 
he  should  hear  or  see,  and  inspected  the  said  land  and  the 
said  ggle  and  the  workings  thereof:    He,  the  said  John 
Atkinson,  ascertained,  determined  and  awarded  that  the 
fiill  and  fair  amount  of  compensation  in  money  for  the  said 
surface  damage  so  done  and  occasioned  to  the  said  enclosed 
lands  of  the  plaintifis  by  reason  or  means  of  the  working  of 
the  said  gale  therein  or  thereon  by  the  defendant,  was  the 
sum  of  sixty  pounds  sterling. — Averments :  That  a  copy  of 
the  award  was  afterwards  served  upon  the  defendant,  he 
being  the  party  required  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  said 
compensation  :  and  ten  days  from  the  time  of  the  making  of 
the  said  award  and  from  serving  such  copy  as  aforesaid  had 
elapsed  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit:  and  that  all 
things  were  done  and  had  happened  which  it  was  necessary 
riiould  have  been  done  and  should  have  happened  to  give 
validity  to  the  award  and  to  entitle  the  plaintifis  to  maintain 
this  action  for  compensation  awarded  as  aforesaid. — Breach : 
Nonpayment. 

Plea,  setting  out  the  award,  which  (so  far  as  material)  was 
as  follows: — Whereas,  on  the  5th  August,  1857}  application 
was  made  to  me,  as  her  Majesty's  deputy  gaveller  for  the 
time  being,  of  and  for  her  Majesty's  Forest  of  Dean,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  certain  Company 
of  Proprietors,  called  or  known  as  the  Cinderford  Iron 
Company,  at  Cinderford,  in  the  said  county  of  Gloucester, 
to  ascertain  and  determine,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  contained  in  and  given  to  me,  as 
snch  deputy  gaveller  for  the  time  being,  in  and  by  the 
68th  section  of  a  certain  act  of  parliament  made  and  passed 
&C.  (1  &  2  Vict.  c.  43),  the  full  and  fair  amount  of  com- 
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1859.       pensation  in  money  for  certain  surface  damage  which  it 

j^^^""^^      was  alleged  by  the  said  Company  of  Proprietors  had  been 

9'  done  or  occasioned  to  certain  lands,  mill-house,  and  premises 

WAQSTAn.  ^     ^ 

(that  is  to  say),  a  certain  parcel  of  land  containing,  by  ad- 
measurement, three  perches,  with  a  messuage  or  dwelling- 
house,  called  the  mill-house,  and  two  several  oot-boildings^ 
erected  and  being  upon  the  same  land,  all  in  the  occupatioQ 
of  George  Bright,  as  tenant  thereof,  and  bounded,  &c. 
(setting  out  the  boundaries) ;  all  which  said  parcel  of  land, 
dwelling-house,  aud  two  several  buildings  are  situate  on 
a  portion  of  the  place  called  Ruspidge  Common,  within 
the  said  Hundred  of  Saint  Briavels,  in  the  said  county  of 
Gloucester,  and  by  the  said  Company  of  Proprietors  alleged 
to  be  inclosed  land  within  the  said  Hundred  oi  Saint 
Briavels,  and  of  which  they  claimed  to  be  the  owners,  by 
reason  or  means  of  the  vrorking  of  a  certain  gale,  pit  level, 
or  work,  at  Cinderfbid  aforesud,  and  within  the  Forest  and 
HundIt^d  aforesud,  in  the  said  county  of  Gloucester,  called 
or  known  as  the  Cinderfbnl  Bridge  Colliery,  in  and  under 
the  said  premises,  bj  one  William  Wagstaff,  the  owner  of 
the  said  gale. — (^The  award  then  recited  the  notice,  its  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  arbitrator  had  been  attended  by  the 
parties^  &c*«  as  suted  in  the  dedaimtioo.)  Now  I  do 
detennine,  find,  and  avraid,  touching  and  oooceming  the 
px^emidc^  in  manner  f.-)llow2ng  (that  is  to  saj):  I  find, 
deicnninc«  and  award  that  sar&ce  dami^  hath  been  done, 
as  aDccrd  in  the  said  applicauon,  to  the  said  land  and  to 
the  said  m;iV4Kxiiic  and  premises  hereinbefore  described,  by 
wwi>n  or  means  of  the  woAing  vrf  the  said  gale,  to  wit, 
the  sftid  Cindciixvi  Bridjre  Colliear,  by  the  said  WiUiam 
WficTi^AJr  in  and  uztdcr  the  said  land,  niU-boose,  and  pie- 
WDW^  And  I  r.nd«  dei«nn;:>e«  asMi  award  that  the  fuB 
aiK?  ifcir  amouni  of  oomrirnssiS^ffi  in  maneT  far  sodi  aorfKe 
daw^^pN  »i^  di\n(  and  cvcasi^iDod  lo  die  said  land  and 


HILARY   VACATION,    22    VICT. 

house  and  premises  by  reason  or  means  of  the  working  of 
the  said  gale  therein  and  thereunder  bj  the  said  William 
Wagstaffy  the  owner  thereof,  is  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds 
sterling ;  but  whether  the  said  land,  mill-house,  and  pre- 
mises are  or  are  not  inclosed  lands  of  the  said  Hundred 
within  the  meaning  of  the  «tatute  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  43,  I  do 
not  make  or  give  any  award,  admission,  or  opinion  what- 
ever. In  witness,  &c. — And  the  defendant  says  that  the 
said  supposed  award  was  and  is  wholly  null  and  void. 
Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 
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1859. 


Allaway 
Waqstawj. 


Phipson  {Piffottf  Serjt,  with  him),  in  support  of  the 
demurrer. — The  question  depends  on  the  construction  of 
the  68th  section  (a)  of  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  43.  Three 
objections  are  made  to  the  award.  First,  that  the  68th 
section  applies  only  to  inclosed  lands  within  the  Hundred, 
and  the  deputy  gaveller  has  not  found  that  the  lands  in 
question  are  inclosed.    Secondly,  that  the  damage  to  which 


(d)  Enacts : — "That  every  free 
miner  or  other  person  who  is  or 
may  be  entitled  to  any  gale,  pit, 
level,  or  work  within  any  inclosed 
lands  of  the  said  Hundred  shall 
and  he  is  hereby  required  to  pay 
to  the  owner  of  any  such  inclosed 
lands  a  full  and  fair  compensation 
m  money  for  any  surface  damage 
which  may  be  done  or  occasioned 
to  any  of  such  inclosed  lands  by 
reason  or  means  of  the  opening 
or  working  any  gale,  pit,  level,  or 
work  therein  or  thereon,  which 
compensation  shall  be  ascertained 
and  determined  by  the  said  Com- 
miasioners  hereby  appointed  until 
the  making  of  their  final  award ; 
and  after  the  said  Ck>mmi8sioners 
shall  have  made  their  final  award 
such  compensation  shall  be  ascer- 


tained and  determined  by  the 
gaveller  or  deputy  gaveller  for 
the  time  being ;  and  if  such  com- 
pensation shall  not  be  paid  within 
ten  days  after  the  time  limited 
for  that  purpose  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners hereby  appointed,  or 
within  ten  days  after  the  making 
of  any  such  award  by  the  gaveller 
or  deputy  gaveller,  and  a  copy 
thereof  served  upon  or  lefl  at 
the  last  known  or  usual  place  of 
abode  of  the  party  required  to 
pay  the  same,  then  the  amount  of 
such  compensation  may  be  re- 
covered in  an  action  of  debt  by 
the  person  or  persons  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  in  any  of  her 
Majestj^s  Courts  of  Record  at 
Westminster,  together  with  full 
costs,"  &c. 


312 


EXCHEQUER  RBFOBTB. 

1859.       the  section  extends  is  only  surface  damage  occaaoned  by 
^^'^^'^"^      working  in  or  on  the  lands,  and  does  not  extend  to  surface 
'•  damage  occasioned  by  working  under  the  lands.     Thirdly, 

the  declaration  is  for  damage  to  inclosed  lands ;  the  award 
is  in  respect  of  lands  and  buildings.  As  to  the  first  objec- 
tion :  though  the  award  does  not  shew  that  these  are  in- 
closed lands,  the  declaration  states  that  they  are ;  and,  as 
that  allegation  is  not  traversed,  it  must  be  taken  to  be  true. 
The  award  is  in  respect  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  com- 
pensation; the  gaveller  was  not  bound  to  state  that  the 
lands  were  inclosed.  [Bramtoellj  B. — Even  if  the  gaveller 
had  decided  against  the  plaintiffs,  he  would  not  have  been 
bound  by  it.  WaUany  B.— All  he  had  to  do  was  to  assess 
the  damage.  Martin^  B. — The  defendant  should  have 
traversed  the  allegation  that  the  lands  were  inclosed.]-* 
Secondly,  the  award  is  not  bad,  because  it  finds  that  sur- 
face damage  has  been  done  by  reason  of  working  in  and 
wnder  the  land.  The  words  of  the  Act  ought  not  to  be 
strictly  construed,  [^fartiny  B. — Have  the  free  miners  a 
right  to  work  under  inclosed  land?]  That  right  is  not 
disputed.  The  preamble  of  the  Act  recites  the  claim  of 
the  free  miners  to  open  mines  in  all  the  lands  within  the 
Hundred.  It  appoints  Commissioners:  sect  1;  who  are  to 
ascertain  what  persons  are  in  possession  of  or  entitled  to 
gales,  and  make  rules  for  working  the  mines:  sect.  24. 
The  Commissioners  are  to  set  out  to  each  fpXe  definite 
metes  and  bounds:  sect.  27;  and  make  general  rules 
specifying  the  mode  in  which  gales  shall  be  worked: 
sect.  29 ;  and,  after  they  have  made  their  award,  all  cus- 
toms respecting  the  mines  are  to  cease:  sect  31.  The 
67th  and  6$th  sections  assume  a  right  to  work  under  in- 
closed land ;  but,  if  damage  is  done  to  the  surfiM^e  of  the 
land,  the  miner  must  make  compensation.  [Waisan,  B. — 
Docs  not  the  term  **  sur&ce  damage**  meMi  damage  bj 
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lowering  the  surface  ?]     It  inclades,  not  only  that,  but  all        1859. 
injury  to  the  surface  otherwise.      There  is  every  reason      ^T^^'^^ 
why  the  term  *' surface  damaflce"  should  have  the  widest     ^    »• 

®  Wagstaff. 

acceptation.  The  expression  '^  working  thereon"  means 
anything  and  everything  done  on  the  surface ;  **  working 
therein"  must  mean  something  different,  and  therefore  can 
only  apply  to  damage  on  the  surface  by  working  under. — 
Thirdly,  the  word  *^  land'*  includes  buildings. 

Manisty^  contra. — The  plaintiffs  by  their  declaration 
claimed  60/.  for  damage  to  the  landy  but  before  the  arbi- 
trator they  set  up  a  claim  in  respect  of  damage  to  the  land 
and  buildinffSf  and  the  arbitrator  has  awarded  the  60L  for 
the  damage  to  the  land  and  buildings.  [Martin^  6. — The 
proper  mode  of  raising  that  objection  is  by  a  traverse  of 
the  allegation  in  the  declaration  that  the  arbitrator  awarded 
the  SOL  for  damage  to  the  land.]  The  defendant  has  a 
right  to  have  the  award  truly  stated  in  the  declaration,  so 
that  he  may  plead  separately  to  the  land  and  buildings. 
[^Martin,  B. — Buildings  are  included  in  the  term  land.  In 
Co.  Lit.  4  a,  it  is  said : — ^'  Land,  terra,  in  legal  signification 
comprehendeth  any  ground,  soil,  or  earth  whatsoever;  as 
meadows,  pastures,  woods,  moors,  waters,  marshes,  furzes, 
and  heath.  *  *  *  It  legally  includcth  also  all  castles, 
houses  and  other  buildings ;  for  castles,  houses,  &c.,  consist 
upon  two  things,  viz.,  land  or  ground,  as  the  foundation  or 
Btructure  thereof:  so  as  passing  the  land  or  ground  the 
Btnicture  or  building  thereupon  passeth  therewith."  fVat- 
Mom,  B. — The  word  ^^land"  includes  everything  that  would 
paas  as  land.]  The  expression  ^* surface  damage"  in  the 
68th  section  means  damage  done  to  the  surface  by  deposing 
soil  or  the  like  upon  it,  and  not  damage  which  may  be 
caused  to  the  surface  by  the  necessary  and  proper  working 
of  the  mine.   The  miner  has  a  right  to  take  all  the  minerals 
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1859.        he  can  get,  leaving  suflScient  support  for  the  sur&ce.    It 
Allawit      ^ould  be  unreasonable  for  him  to  work  in  such  a  way  as  to 
»•  let  the  surface  down :  Harris  v.  Rydiry  (a),  Humphries  v. 

Brogden  (b\  Smart  v.  Morton  {c\  Rowbotham  ▼.  Wilson  {d). 
If  the  legislature  had  intended  to  provide  for  such  a  case 
different  language  would  have  been  used.  By  the  64th 
section  no  gales  can  be  granted  in  lands  of  the  Crown 
inclosed  for  the  growth  of  timber ;  but  any  person  may 
work  gales  to  which  he  is  entitled  under  such  lands,  pro- 
vided no  damage  is  done  to  them. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plain tifls  are 
entitled  to  judgment  I  think  that  the  declaration  is  good. 
Then,  does  the  plea  afford  any  answer  to  it  ?  Unless  the 
word  ^Mand"  in  the  68th  section  means  ^Mand  only,"  it  is 
clear  that  it  does  not  The  award  is  good  on  the  face  of  it ; 
and  it  is  inconvenient  to  call  on  us  to  determine  the  matter 
when  the  real  facts  are  not  before  us.  The  proper  mode 
was  to  raise  the  question  by  a  traverse,  as  I  suggested  in  the 
course  of  the  argument 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  that 
the  word  '^  land"  in  the  68th  section  means,  not  only  land, 
but  the  buildings  upon  it.  It  is  true  that  the  word  **  land" 
in  the  declaration  may  mean  land  only  not  with  buildings 
upon  it;  but  the  plea  sets  out  the  award,  which  shews 
that  the  word  ^Mand"  in  the  declaration  means  land  and 
buildings.  Then  the  next  question  is,  whether  the  award 
gives  compensation  for  surface  damage  to  the  land  and 
buildings.  It  was  argued  that  the  term  *' surface  damage" 
means  only  damage  done  upon  the  surface ;  but,  whether  that 
is  so  or  not,  the  plea  alleges  a  claim  within  it ;  for  the  award 

(a)  5  M.  &  W.  60.  (c)  5  £.  &  B.  80. 

(6)  12  Q.  B.  739.  (d)  8  £.  &  B.  123. 
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shews  that  the  damage  was  done  by  the  working  in  and        1859. 
under  the  land,  and  it  is  possible  that  by  so  working  damage      allawa* 
may  have  been  done  upon  the  surface.     I  think  that  the     ^    •• 
declaration  is  good  on  the  face  of  it ;  that  the- award  is  not 
bad  on  the  face  of  it,  and  that  the  award  is  not  inconsistent 
with  the  declaration. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     The  68th 

section  says,  that  every  free  miner  shall  pay  compensation 

for  surface  damage  occasioned  by  working  in  or  on  inclosed 

lands ;  and,  assuming  Mr.  Manisty  right  in  his  argument, 

it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  there  may  be  an  injury  to  houses, 

in  the  nature  of  surface  damage,  by  working  under  the  land. 

In  mining  leases  there  are  often  covenants  for  compensation 

payable  de  anno  in  annum  in  respect  of  injury  to  crops, 

and  there  may  be  damage  to  buildings  from  steam-engines, 

pit  heaps,  sand  being  thrown  upon  the  land,  an*d  the  like, 

which  would  come  within  the  definition  of  surface  damage. 

Then,  inasmuch  as  the  word   ^^  land "  may  comprehend 

buildings,  we  cannot  say  that  it  has  not  that  meaning  in 

the  declaration. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Roberts  v.  Smith.  fa.  9. 

Declaration  for  money  payable  by  the  defendant  The  plaintiff 
to  the  plaintiff  for  work  done  and  salary  due  to  the  plain*  defendant  as 

followt:— *<I 
afrree  to  accept 
the  appointment  of  secretary  of  the  Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company  upon  the  following  terms, 
via.,  first,  a  salary  of  300/.  per  annam,  commencing  at  the  present  date,  if  the  Company  be 
completely  registered  and  put  into  operation ;  if  not,  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any  remuneration 
for  m?  time  and  labour  you  may  think  mo  deserving  of  and  your  means  can  afford.**  The 
defeooant  wrote  in  answer  accepting  the  terms,  and  adding, — *<  It  is  distinctly  agreed  and  under- 
stood that  if  the  Company  is  not  formed  and  carried  out,  that  part  of  your  letter  which  alludes 
to  your  salary  be  null  and  void,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  it  is  entirely  left  to 
me  to  give  unto  you  such  sum  of  money  as  I  may  deem  right  as  compensation  for  labour  done 
in  the  event  of  the  Company  not  being  carried  out.**  The  plaintiff  rendered  some  senrice,  but 
the  Company  was  never  formed. — Httdt  that  there  was  no  contract  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
could  recover  any  part  of  the  nUary. 
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1859.        ^^^  ^  secretary  of  the  Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company 

^^"^^       (Limited). 

9.  Pleas. — Never  indebted  and  payment 

Smith. 

At  the  trialy  before  WatMon^  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  SitdngB 

in  last  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  defiendant  was  a 
promoter  of  a  Joint  Stock  Company  about  to  be  formed, 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement  for  a  secre- 
tary of  the  Company,  the  plaintiff  went  to  Manchester 
and  saw  the  defendant.  After  some  negotiations,  it  was 
arranged  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  employed  as  secretaiy 
of  the  Company,  and  he  wrote  to  the  defendant  the  follow- 
ing letter : — 

**  Manchester,  October  17,  1857. 
*^  Dear  Sir. — I  agree  to  accept  the  appointment  of  secre- 
tary of  the  Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company  (Limited) 
upon  the  following  terms,  viz.,  first  a  salary  of  300/L  per 
annum,  commencing  at  the  present  date,  if  the  Company 
be  completely  registered  and  put  into  operation ;  if  not,  I 
shall  be  satisfied  with  any  remuneration  for  my  time  and 
labour  you  may  think  me  deserving  of  and  your  means  can 
afford.  Secondly,  upon  your  furnishing  me  with  the  sum 
of  5021  on  account  of  preliminary  expenses,  I  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  the  formation  of  the  Company  and  its  establish- 
ment in  London  by  provisionally  registering  it,  taking 
suitable  offices,  furnishing  them,  advertizing  and  doing  all 
necessary  acts  towards  its  formation ;  such  sum  of  50/.,  it 
is  understood,  is  to  be  expended  solely  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Company,  and  for  the  above  object;  if  any  further 
sum  be  required,  it  is  to  be  left  to  your  option  according 
to  the  then  state  of  the  undertaking,  whether  you  terminate 
the  proceedings  or  make  further  advances ;  and,  further,  as 
a  security  for  the  50Z.  lodged  in  my  hands,  or  any  farther 
sum  advanced  me  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Com- 
pany, I  will  lodge  with  you  promissory  notes  for  the  said 
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50/.  or  Other  sums,  payable  on  demand,  upon  the  under- 
standing that  such  promissory  note  or  notes  shall  not  be 
presented  for  payment  or  the  sums  they  represent  demanded 
so  long  as  the  funds  I  have  can  be  shewn  to  have  been 
legitimately  expended  in  the  formation  of  such  Company. 
If  you  agree  to  these  terms,  be  good  enough  to  inform  me 
by  letter,  and  I  will  at  once  proceed  in  the  formation  of 
the  Company. — I  am,  &c. 

«  R.  W.  Roberts. 
•'  Robert  Smith,  Esq." 

The  defendant  wrote  as  follows : — 

'^Manchester,  October,  17,  1857. 

*'  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
to  me  of  this  date  accepting  the  secretaryship  of  the  Lanca- 
shire Cotton  Mill  Company  (Limited),  the  formation  and 
carrying  out  of  the  said  Company  being  placed  in  your 
hands  on  the  terms  contained  in  your  letter  to  me.  And  it 
is  distinctly  agreed  and  understood,  that  if  the  Company  is 
not  formed  and  carried  out,  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
alludes  to  your  salary  be  null  and  void,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  it  is  entirely  left  to  me  to  give  unto  you 
such  sum  of  money  as  I  may  deem  right  as  compensation 
for  labour  done,  in  the  event  of  the  Company  not  being 
carried  out,  or  making  of  any  further  advance  for  the  con- 
tinuing of  the  same.  And  I  further  agree  not  to  part  with 
or  use  any  promissory  note  or  notes  you  may  lodge  with  me 
as  secretary,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  advanced  by 
me  to  you  for  the  purposes  of  working  or  forming  the  said 
Company,  so  long  as  I  am  satisfied  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  be  so  expended. — I  am,  &c. 

«  Robert  Smith." 
**  Mr.  R.  W.  Roberts." 

The  plaintiff  received  the  50/.  mentioned  in  his  letter, 
and  also  a  sum  of  25/.     He  rendered  some  services  in 
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1859.       endeavouring  to  establish  the  Company,  but  it  was  never 
^'^^'^^      in  a  position  to  be  completely  registered,  and  the  under- 
V.  taking  was  ultimately  abandoned    On  the  23rd  May,  1858, 

the  plaintiff  received  a  notice  that  his  services  were  no 
longer  required.  This  action  was  commenced  on  the  16th 
of  November,  1858,  and  the  plaintiff  claimed  150£  for 
seven  months  salary  after  giving  credit  for  the  2521  as 
received  on  account. 

It  was  objected,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  there 
was  no  contract  on  which  the  plaintiff  could  recover.  The 
learned  Judge  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  what  was  the  value 
of  the  plaintiff's  services,  assuming  that  in  point  of  law  he 
was  entitled  to  recover  anything.  The  jury  having  esti- 
mated the  service  for  the  first  three  months  at  75L  and  for 
the  subsequent  four  months  at  8021,  a  verdict  was  entered 
for  the  plaintiff  for  130i  (credit  being  given  for  the  25/.), 
and  leave  was  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a 
nonsuit,  or  to  reduce  the  damages,  if  the  Court  should  be 
of  opinion  that  there  was  any  distinction  in  the  periods  for 
which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  claim. 

Gray  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly. 

Gates  shewed  cause. — The  question  is,  whether  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  any  remuneration  for  his  services  before 
or  after  the  three  months  mentioned  in  the  defendant's 
letter.  The  work  having  been  done,  the  law  will  imply 
a  promise  to  pay  a  reasonable  amount  for  the  service. 
[^Bramwelly  B. — The  plaintiff  must  make  out  a  contract  to 
pay.]  This  case  is  distinguishable  from  Taylor  v.  Brewer  (a), 
for  there  the  party  accepted  the  engagement  on  the  express 
terms,  "that  any  service  to  be  rendered  by  him  should 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  such  remuneration  be 
made  as  should  be  deemed  right."  Bryant  v.  FHght  (Jb)  is  an 
(a)  1  M.  &  Sel.  290.  (6)  5  M.  &  W.  114. 
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authority  in  fiivour  of  the  defendant  There  A.  wrote  to 
R  a  letter  as  follows: — '*I  hereby  agree  to  enter  your 
service  as  a  weekly  manager  commencing  next  Monday, 
and  the  amount  of  payment  I  am  to  receive  I  leave  entirely 
for  you  to  determine."  A.  served  B.  in  that  capacity  for 
six  weeks,  and  it  was  held  by  Alderson,  B.,  Gurnet/^  B., 
and  Maule,  B.,  {Parke,  B.,  dissentiente),  that  the  contract 
implied  that  A.  was  to  be  paid  something  at  all  events  for 
the  service  performed,  and  that  the  jury,  in  an  action  on  a 
quantum  meruit,  might  ascertain  what  B.,  acting  bona  fide, 
would  or  ought  to  have  awarded.  [Bramwell,  B.— The 
effect  of  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Court  in  that 
case  is  this,  that  the  agreement  as  to  the  payment  meant 
nothing,  for  if  the  defendant  was  bound  to  pay  the  plaintiff 
sameihinffy  he  was  bound  to  pay  him  a  reasonable  amount, 
so  that  when  a  person  says  ''  I  will  be  content  with  what 
you  choose  to  give  me,"  it  is  the  same  as  saying  *'  I  will  be 
content  with  a  reasonable  remuneration/"]  In  Bill  v.  The 
Darenth  Valley  Railway  Company  (a),  it  was  held  that  it 
was  no  answer  to  an  action  by  a  secretary  of  a  railway 
Company  for  his  salary,  that  no  determination  as  to  such 
salary  had  ever  been  exercised  at  any  general  meeting  of 
the  Company.  [^BramwelU  B. — What  I  said  in  that  case 
is  somewhat  differently  reported  in  1  H.  &  N.  305  and 
26  Law  J.,  Exch.  87.  I  meant  to  say,  that  the  fixing  the 
salary  of  the  secretary  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Company 
was  not  a  condition  precedent  to  his  right  to  recover  it,  and 
that  the  directors  might  allow  him  a  reasonable  amount; 
but  if  they  paid  him  more  than  they  ought  to  do,  that  would 
give  the  shareholders  a  right  to  complain.]  The  contract 
must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  defendant's  letter, 
which  in  some  respects  differs  from  the  plaintiff's  letter, 
and  shews  that  at  all  events  the  plaintiff  was  to  be  paid  for 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  305. 
VOL.  IV.— N.  8.  T  BXCH* 
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1859.       the  first  three  months  at  the  rate  of  3002.  a  jear.    It  is 
^''■■''^     '      clear  that  the  plaintiff  expected  some  remaneration  even  if 

B0B£&T8  *  * 

^.  *'  the  Company  was  not  formed. 

Gray  was  not  called  on  to  support  the  rule. 

Martin^  B.— This  is  an  action  for  compensation  for 
labour,  and  there  are  two  periods  when  the  labour  was  per- 
formedy  the  one  a  period  of  three  months^  and  the  other 
subsequently.  The  question  depends  on  the  true  construc- 
tion of  two  letters^  one  firom  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant, 
and  the  other  the  defendant's  answer  to  it.  The  plaintiff 
writes  thus : — **  I  agree  to  accept  the  appointment  of  eecre- 
tarj  of  the  Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company  (Limited) 
upon  the  following  terms ;  tix.,  first,  a  salary  of  300L  per 
annum,  commencing  at  the  present  date,  if  the  Company 
be  completely  registered  and  put  into  operation ;  if  not,  I 
shall  be  satisfied  with  any  remuneration  for  my  time  and 
labour  you  may  think  me  deserving  of  and  your  means  eui 
afford."*  There  is»  therefore,  a  distinct  offer  by  the  pbuntiff 
that  he  iiill  enter  into  the  service  and  perform  the  duties 
of  secretary  upon  these  terms^  and  that  he  will  be  aatisfied 
with  any  remuneration  which  the  defendants  naay  think 
him  deserving  of  and  they  can  aflbrd.  It  b  tme  that  there 
was  an  expectation  by  the  plaintiff  that  he  shcMild  reo^ve 
some  remuneration,  but  that  was  not  a  matter  of  right — he 
trusted  to  the  hoooor  of  the  defendants  to  pay  him  waA  a 
sum  »  they  thou^t  fit.  In  feet,  the  plaintiff  pot  himself 
in  this  CLViditiott — ^  I  will  work  for  yoo,  and  I  leanre  the 
remuneration  in  vour  handsw**  In  reason  and  cooimoQ 
sense  that  is  a  liability  in  hoooor^  and  not  a  liability  by 
cootracL  It  is  ssiid  that  there  is  s^mdc  didfei^aoe  between 
that  itrtter  and  the  defendants  in  aiswer :  I  think  there  is 
none*     The  aaswer  » : — ^  Aad  it  is  distinctly  ^^ecd  and 
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understoody  that  if  the  Compaay  is  not  formed  and  carried 
out  that  part  of  your  letter  which  alludes  to  your  salary  be 
null  and  void,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
it  is  entirely  left  to  me  to  give  unto  you  such  sum  of 
money  as  I  may  deem  right,  as  compensation  for  labour 
done,  in  the  event  of  the  Company  not  being  carried  out.** 
It  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  state  more  distinctly  that  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff  is  to  be  left  entirely 
in  the  discretion  of  the  defendant.  Two  cases  were  cited, 
Taylor  y.  Brewer  (a)  and  Bryant  v.  Flight  {b) ;  and,  if  I 
were  called  upon  to  say  which  was  rightly  decided,  I  should 
adopt  Taylor  v.  Brewer,  It  is  not  necessary  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  other  case ;  but  my  impression  is  that  the 
view  of  Parhe^  B.,  is  correct,  and  that  of  the  other  Judges 
k  incorrect  It  is  said  that  there  is  a  distinction  between 
the  first  and  second  period  of  three  months ;  but  there  is 
obviously  none.  If  the  plaintiff  intended  to  alter  the  terms 
he  should  have  called  the  attention  of  the  defendant  to  it. 
The  argument,  that  as  a  matter  of  law  the  plaintiff  is  en- 
titled to  be  paid,  is  incorrect :  it  is  by  no  means  a  matter 
of  law  that  a  person  shall  be  paid  for  his  services,  it  is  a 
matter  of  contract.  No  doubt  there  is  a  variety  of  labour 
firom  which  there  arises  an  irresistible  inference  that  the 
person  who  has  done  it  is  to  be  paid,  but  that  is  a  sort  of 
labour  which  is  always  done  for  money,  and  in  such  cases 
a  jury  would  presume  a  contract  on  the  ordinary  terms, 
ttnle«  evidence  was  given  to  the  contrary.  But  when  a 
peiBon  says  **  I  leave  my  remuneration  in  your  hands,**  the 
contract  is  not  on  the  ordinary  terms.  For  these  reasons 
I  think  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  absolute. 

Bramwell,  B.-»I  am  of  the  same  opinion.   The  plaintiff 
has  to  make  out  that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  him. 
(o)  1  M.  &  Sel.  308.  (5)  6  M.  &  W.  114. 

Y   2 
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Generally  speaking,  a  person  is  shewn  to  be  indebted  to 
another  by  proof  of  certain  relations  between  tbem  firora 
which  an  inference  arises  that  payment  is  to  be  made.  If 
I  hire  a  servant,  I  need  not  tell  him  I  will  pay  him, 
for  it  is  presumed  that  I  will  pay  him.  How,  then, 
was  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  or  employer  and 
employed,  established  in  this  case?  Two  letters  were 
put  in:— (Uis  Lordship  read  the  material  parts  of  them.) 
Therefore  between  these  parties  all  implication  is  at  an 
end,  because  we  have  the  actual  facts ;  and  those  are,  that 
if  the  Company  is  formed  the  plaintiff  is  to  have  a  fixed 
salary;  if  not,  he  is  to  be  paid  such  sum  as  be  may  be 
thought  deserving  of  and  the  means  of  the  Company  may 
afford.  Now,  what  is  the  plain  and  literal  meaning  of  that? 
It  is  this :  if  the  Company  is  not  formed  the  plaintiff  is  to 
be  entitled  to  nothing  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  he  b  to 
trust,  not  only  to  the  honour  of  the  defendant,  but  to  the 
means  of  the  Company.  Then,  do  the  authorities  compel 
us  to  put  a  different  construction  on  these  letters  ?  I  think 
not  The  only  case  on  which  the  plaintiff  can  rely  is 
Bryant  v.  Flight,  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  whether  I 
agree  with  the  majority  of  the  Court  or  with  Parke,  B.,  for 
that  case  is  manifestly  distinguishable  from  the  present 
The  plaintiff*s  letter  is  capable  of  this  interpretation :  ^  I 
agree  to  enter  into  your  service  and  be  your  manager. 
You  shall  pay  me  a  not  unreasonable  amount,  and  that 
amount  I  leave  to  you,  instead  of  being  at  liberty  to  ask  a 
jury  whether  it  is  reasonable.  K  you  give  it,  I  am  content 
to  take  it**  Here  the  plaintiff  has  stipulated  that  his  re- 
muneration shall  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant, 
and  it  is  probable  that  he  was  content  to  do  the  work 
for  a  short  time  without  payment,  for  the  chance  of  nlti* 
mately  becoming  secretary  at  300£-  a  year.  The  obvious 
construction  of  the  letters  is  this,  that  if  the  Company  is 
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not  formed  there  is  to  be  no  claim,  but  the  defendant  may        1859. 
give  something  as  a  gratuity.     Then,  with  respect  to  the      ^T""'^^ 
point  as  to  the  three  months,  I  think  that  the  parties  must  «. 

Smith 

be  taken  to  have  dealt  on  the  same  footing  for  the  whole 
period,  ;iame!j,  that  if  the  undertaking  was  not  carried  out 
the  payment  should  be  gratuitous.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  plaintiff  8  letter  as  to  the  time  which  he  would  work  , 
and  the  defendant's  letter  distinctly  says  that  if  the  Com- 
pany was  not  formed  there  was  to  be  no  salary. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  When  it  was 
arranged  that  the  defendant  should  be  secretary  of  the 
Company,  each  party  wrote  a  letter,  and  these  two  letters 
constitute  the  contract.  It  is  for  us  to  construe  that  contract 
according  to  the  fair  meaning  of  the  expressions  in  the 
documents.  First,  if  the  Company  was  registered,  the 
plaintiff  was  to  have  300/.  a  year,  not  from  the  time  of 
registration,  but  from  the  time  of  the  agreement,  the  17th 
October.  If  the  latter  part  of  the  first  clause  had  not  been 
put  in,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
plaintiff  was  to  be  entitled  to  anything  if  the  registration 
of  the  Company  did  not  take  place.  But  it  is  expressly 
provided  that,  if  the  Company  is  not  formed,  the  plaintiff 
shall  not  have  any  claim  which  he  can  enforce  in  a  Court 
of  justice.  The  means  of  the  Company  might  be  small, 
the  services  might  be  small,  or  none,  and  so  it  was  left  to 
the  defendant  to  say  how  much  should  be  given,  according 
to  the  funds  of  the  Company.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
say  that  is  a  general  engagement  that  the  plaintiff  shall  be 
paid  a  reasonable  sum.  If  we  were  to  hold  that  a  jury 
might  assess  the  amount  of  compensation,  it  would  be 
making  a  contract  for  the  parties  which  they  have  not  made 
for  themselves.  Then,  as  to  the  three  months,  the  expres- 
sions arc  rather  obscure ;  but  I  su{)posc  the  meaning  was 
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that  the  Company  should  be  registered  at  the  end  of  three 
months.  Still,  if  it  was  not  registered  until  July,  1858, 
the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to  his  salary  from  the  15th 
October,  1857.  If  no  registration  took  place,  the  plaintiff 
was  to  be  paid  what  the  defendant  should  think  right  and 
proper  and  the  funds  of  the  Company  would  permit. 
There  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  «8uch  an  agreement 
The  plaintiff,  in  one  event,  would  obtain  a  permanent 
situation  with  300/L  a  year,  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  that 
he  should  take  for  his  services  for  the  three  months  such 
remuneration  as  the  defendant  should  think  fit  to  give 
him. 

Rule  absolute. 


^^'  8-  Mawt  v.  Smith  and  Others. 

In  an  action       J,  HIS  was  an  action  on  an  attorney's  bill  against  Robert 

on  an  attorney's    o     •  i     t>»  i 

bill  against  Smith,  Bichard  Smith,  and  Joshua  Lord. 
antt,  who  were        Plcas  by  Richard  Smith  and  Joshua  Lord. — First,  Never 

5™S°Stock  *  indebted  — Secondly,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not,  one  calendar 

apflearelf  that  ™^"^^  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  deliver  unto 

•ont'to*on(f  of  ^®  ^'^  defendants  or  either  of  them,  they  being  the  parties 

f**"  *"hii  ^^  ^  charged  therewith,  or  send  by  the  post,  &c.,  a  bill  of 

headed** To  the  fees,  charges,  &c.,  subscribed  with  the  proper  hand  of 

the  promoters  ,     ,  tr      sr 

of  the  L.  Com-  the  plaintiff,  &c.,  as  required  by  the  statute. 
ataiBcient  Replication. — That  the  plaintiff  did,  one  calendar  month 

bill  within  the*  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  send  in  his  bill,  &c., 
c  73, 8. '37.       subscribed  with  his  hand,  as  required  by  the  statute. 

Pleas  by  Robert  Smith. — Never  indebted. — Payment. 
At  the  trial,  before  BramwelU  B.,  at  the  MiddleseX^  Sit- 
tings in  Hilary  Term,  it  was  proved  that  the  plaintiff,  a 
solicitor,  sued  the  defendants,  who  were  promoters  of  "The 
Lancashire  ('otton  Mill  Company,  Limited,"  in  respect  of 
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work  done  in  relation  to  the  getting  up  of  the  Company ; 
and,  in  order  to  sustain  the  issue  on  the  replication  that  a 
signed  bill  was  delivered,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  he  sent 
to  Robert  Smith  a  bill  headed  "  The  Promoters  of  the 
Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company,  Limited,  to  George 
French  Mant  Dr."  This  bill  was  inclosed  in  a  letter,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : — 

"  Bedford  Row. 

^  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  my  bill,  as  requested,  against  the 
promoters  of  the  Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  Company,  Limited, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  check  for  the  amount,  &c. 

**  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  "  Yours  truly, 

« Bacup."  *  « G.  F.  Mant" 

Robert  Smith  had  taken  the  active  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Company,  and  there  was  evidence  that  the 
bill  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  the  defendants  a 
month  before  the  action.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiffs  against  all  the  defendants,  leave  being  reserved  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  them. 

Gray,  in  Hilary  Term,  had  obtained  a  rule  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  defendants,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
sufficient  delivery  of  a  signed  bill  of  costs  (a). 

Gates  now  shewed  cause. — If  all  the  defendants  are 
jointly  liable,  the  sending  a  bill  to  one  is  sufficient.  Now, 
though  the  defendants  may  not  be  jointly  liable  as  promo- 
ters simply,  the  words  used  are  a  sufficient  intimation  to 
the  three  that  the  plaintiff  intended  to  charge  all  of 
them.  In  an  action  on  an  attorney's  bill  against  one  of 
the  managing  committee  of  the  Northampton,  Lincoln,  and 
Hull  Railway  Company,  a  bill,  headed  "Northampton, 
Lincoln,  and  Hull  Railway,"  was  held  to  be  sufficient: 

(a)  It  also  objected  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  joint  liability. 
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1859.        Davhnetf  v.  Phipps{a).     [fFatsan^  B.— In  Tidd's  Practice, 

^"'p'^^      p.  334,  it  is  laid  down  that,  if  two  persons  are  liable  on  a 

9.  joint  retainer,  it  is  sufficient  if  the  bill  is  delivered  to  the 

Smith. 

one  who  had  the  management  of  the  business.] 

Gray,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  bill  of  costs  was  not 
properly  headed,  so  as  to  designate  the  party  to  be  charged 
therewith.  The  promoters  are  not  a  recognised  body,  bat 
only  persons  who  are  willing  to  form  a  Company.  [Mar' 
tin,  B.— The  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  73,  s.  37,  does  not  require  that 
the  name  of  the  party  should  be  at  the  head  of  the  bill] 
There  must,  nevertheless  be  a  delivery  in  such  a  way  as  to 
indicate  to  the  party  that  he  is  sought  to  be  charged: 
Gridley  v.  Austen  (b).  Here  the  bill  was  sent  to  Robert 
Smith ;  and  Edwards  v.  Lawless  (c)  is  an  authority  that 
such  a  delivery  is  not  sufficient  to  charge  the  other  de- 
fendants. 

Martin,  B. — If  the  three  defendants  are  jointly  liable, 
Daubney  v.  Phipps  (a)  is  a  conclusive  authority  that  there 
has  been  a  sufficient  delivery  of  the  bill.  The  qu^'Stion  of 
joint  liability  should  be  referred  to  the  Master. 

Bbamwell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  there  has  been 
a  sufficient  delivery  of  the  bill.  It  is  as  if  the  bill  had  been 
headed  to  the  three  defendants  and  delivered  to  one  of 
them. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  In  the  case  of 
co-contractors,  the  delivery  of  a  bill  to  one  of  them  is  a 
delivery  to  all.  Then,  assuming  the  defendants  are  jointly 
liable,  there  is  a  bill  sent  to  one  of  them  who  had  authority 
to  contract  for  the  others.     All  that  the  statute  requires  is, 

(a)  16  Q.  B  504.    Affirmed  in  (6)  16  Q.  B.  504. 

error,  lb.  514.  (c)  6  C.  B.  329. 
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that  the  bill  should  indicate  the  partj  to  be  charged.  Here 
the  bill  is  headed  **  To  the  promoters  of  the  Company ;" 
and  that  sufficiently  indicates  that  the  defendants  are  the  «• 

_•  11^  Smith. 

parties  to  be  charged. 

Rule  accordingly. 


IN    THE   EXCHEQUER    CHAMBER. 
{Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 

M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yobrshire  Railway       F*b.  16. 

Company. 

J.  HIS  was  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer  making  xhe  17  &  is 
absolute  a  rule  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendants  (re-  ^ilch^mak^' ^' 
ported,  2  H.  &  N.  693).  ^«>^»^/l^  °°»'*^«J' 

"^  '  conditions  and 

declarations, 
made  and 

Blackburn  (with  whom  was  Brett),  argued  for  the  appel-  given  by  a 

.  .  -  .  railway  or  ca- 

lant  (a). — The  propositions  for  which  the  plaintiff  contends  nal  Company, 

limiting  their 
liability,  unless 
Mch  as  the  Court  or  the  judge  trying  the  cause  may  adjudge  to  be  just  and  reasonable, 
eitends  to  cases  where  a  special  contract  has  been  signed  in  conformity  with  the  subsequent 
provision  in  the  statute.  So  IJdd  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  reversing  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.     Dissentiente  Erte,  J. 

The  plaintiff  brought  three  horses  to  the  cattle  station  of  the  defcndar'ts*  railway  at  Liverpool, 
to  be  forwarded  by  a  cattle  truck  to  York.  The  defendants*  servant  provided  a  truck  for  the 
purpose,  which  to  all  external  appearance,  and  so  far  as  the  servant  knew,  was  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  The  plaintiff  signed  a  ticket  which  contained  the  following  memorandum.  '*  This 
ticket  is  issued  subject  to  the  owners  undertaking  all  risks  of  conveyance,  loading  and  unloading 
whatsoever ;  as  the  Company  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  injury  or  damage  (howsoever 
caiMcd)  occurring  to  live  stock  of  any  description  travelling  upon  the  railway  or  in  their  vehicles." 
Two  pence  per  mile  was  charged  for  horses  laden  at  the  cattle  station.  Horses  so  laden  are 
forwarded  in  open  trucks  by  a  cattle  or  luggage  train.  At  the  passenger  station  horses  are 
taken  at  the  ratejof  four  pence  a  horse  per  mile.  Horses  laden  at  this  station  are  forwarded  in 
bono  boxes  by  the  trains  departing  from  the  passenger  station,  usually  passenger  trains.  The 
tickets  issued  bv  the  Company  for  horses  forwarded  by  the  passenger  trains  is  similar  to  that 
tagned  by  the  plaintiff.  Toe  truck  proved  to  be  insufficient  for  the  carriage  of  the  horses,  and 
a  Dole  was  made  in  it  on  the  journey,  by  which  the  horses  were  injured. — Held,  by  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  Chamber,  reversmg  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer :  first,  that  the  con- 
dition that  the  Company  "  would  not  be  responsible  for  any  injury  or  damage,  howsoever  caused,*' 
was  not  just  and  reasonable,  and  therefore  void.  Secondly,  that  it  did  not  protect  the  defend- 
ants from  liability  in  respect  of  the  defect  in  the  truck.     Dissentiente  Erie,  J. 

Per  Er/e,  J,,  that  the  condition  did  not  extend  to  wilful  neglect  or  other  misfeasance. 

(a)  In  last  Michnelmas  Vacation  (Dec.  1)  before  £r/e,  J.,  WU' 
,  J.,  Crowder,  J.,  Crompton^  J  ,  and  WiUes,  J. 
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1859.        ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  contract  with  the  defendants,  though  «gned  by  the 
y^ry'^^      plaintiff,  was  a  carrier's  contract,  subjecting  the  defendants 
V.  to  the  liability  of  carriers,  except  so  fiEir  as  that  liability 

AND  IS  qualined  by  valid  conditions:  that  the  17  &  18  Vict 

Railway  Co.  c.  31,  s.  7,  in  effect  provides  that  conditions,  limiting  the 
liability  of  the  companies  therein  mentioned,  shall  be  void 
unless  just  and  reasonable :  and,  that  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  ticket  in  the  present  case  are  not  just  and 
reasonable.  In  construing  a  remedial  statute  it  is  con- 
venient to  consider  the  state  of  the  law  before  the  Act 
passed,  to  see  "  what  was  the  mischief,''  and  '*  what  remedy 
parliament  had  appointed  :**  Heydons  Case  (a).  Now,  at 
common  law,  carriers  were  subject  to  the  liability  of  insnrera 
in  respect  of  goods  delivered  to  them  to  be  carried.  In 
order  to  restrict  such  liability  they  endeavoured  to  protect 
themselves  by  notices.  Litigation  having  arisen  as  to  the 
effect  of  such  notices,  the  Carriers'  Act,  1  Wm.  4,  c.  68,  s.  4, 
provided  that  public  notices  should  not  be  deemed  to  limit 
their  responsibility.  The  Act  does  not  affect  special  contracts : 
sect  6.  The  liability  of  an  ordinary  carrier  may  be  limited 
by  a  notice  given  by  him  to  the  person  who  delivers  goods 
to  him,  but  only  on  the  ground  that  it  is  evidence  of  a  con- 
tract :  TFi/Id  V.  Pickford  (J).  And,  except  so  fiir  as  the 
liability  is  limited  by  the  notice,  the  ordinary  liability  of  a 
carrier  remains.  The  old  reason  for  the  extensive  liability 
of  a  carrier  was,  that,  having  taken  possession  of  a  line  of 
country,  he  had  practically  a  monopoly.  When  railways 
were  established  the  old  reason  revived.  Railway  com- 
panies succeeded  in  compelling  persons  who  used  their 
lines  to  enter  into  contracts  limiting  their  liability  even 
for  their  gross  negligence.  In  Shaw  v.  The  York  and 
North  Midland  Railway  Company  (c),  decided  in  1849, 
where  the  ticket  was  similar  to  that  in  the  present  case, 

(a)  3  Kcp.  7  b.  {h)  S  M.  &  W.  443. 

(c)  13  Q.  B.  347. 
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the  Court  doubted  whetheri  notwithstanding  the  notice,  the 
plaintiff  might  not  have  charged  the  defendants  with  the 
damage  arising  from  a  breach  of  the  duty  to  provide  a  proper  ^^ 

•  ew%*  AiAWCASHIRB 

carnage.  The  next  case  was  Austin  v.  The  Manchester^  Shef-  and 
^Id  ana  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company  (a).  In  Chippendale  Bailwat  Co. 
V.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  (b)^ 
decided  in  November,  1851,  the  County  Court  jud^ce  left 
it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  carriage  was  voyage- 
worthy.  The  Court,  however,  on  appeal,  held  that  the 
ticket  was  sufficient  to  protect  the  (yompany  from  liability 
for  not  providing  a  proper  carriage.  In  the  case  of  Austin 
V.  TTie  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Com- 
pany (c),  decided  in  May,  1852,  there  was  a  special  declara- 
tion for  injury  to  horses  delivered  to  the  defendants  to  be 
carried,  charging  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's servants  in  not  greasing  a  wheel  which  had  become 
heated  by  friction,  of  which  the  defendants  had  notice, 
and  were  requested  by  the  plaintiff  to  make  proper  provi- 
sion against  the  friction,  or  to  remove  the  horses  to  another 
carriage,  which  they  refused  to  do.  The  declaration  set 
out  the  ticket,  which  stated  that  it  was  issued  "  subject  to 
the  owner's  undertaking  to  bear  all  the  risk  of  injury  by 
conveyance  or  other  contingencies."  On  motion  in  arrest 
of  judgment,  the  Court  held  that  the  bargain  was,  that  the 
Company  were  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  any  risk  of 
whatever  kind  or  however  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
journey.  That  case  was  followed  in  Carr  v.  The  Lanca- 
skire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  {d).  Parke,  B.,  there  said  : 
^  If  any  inconvenience  should  arise  from  these  contracts 
being  entered  into,  that  is  not  a  matter  for  our  interference ; 
bot  it  must  be  left  to  the  legislature,  who  may,  if  they  please, 
put  a  stop  to  this  mode  which  the  carriers  have  adopted 

(a)  16  il  B.  600.  (e)  10  C.  B.  454. 

(ft)  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  22.  (rf)  7  Exch.  707. 
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1859.        of  limiting  their  liability."     The  legislature  answered  that 
appeal  to  them  bj  passing  the  Act  now  in  question.   Those 


M'Manus 


V-  cases  established   that   the    ticket   protected   the  raiUtj 
Lancashibi 

AMD  company  from  the  consequences  of  their  own  negligeoce 

TORKSBIRB  ^— 

Railway  Co.  or  misconduct.     The  Great  Northern  Railway  Campamft 


app.,  Marmlle,  resp.  (a),  The  Yark^  Newcastle  and 
Railway  Company^  app.,  Crup^  resp.  {b\  Hughes  ▼•  TU 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  {c\  Slim  v.  JTie  Gnd 
Northern  Railway  Company  (d)  are  cases  where  the  Com- 
panies were  held  to  be  protected  under  similar  circumstances. 
In  Walker  v.  The  York  and  North  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany {e)  it  was  held  that,  the  terms  of  the  notice  limiting 
the  liability  of  the  Company  having  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was  sending  fish  to  London, 
constituted  a  special  contract  with  him  in  spite  of  himself. 
These  cases  shew  that  railway  companies  had  a  virtual 
monopoly,  and  that  though  they  ought  therefore  to  have 
carried  on  reasonable  terms  they  would  not  do  so.  The 
17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31,  s.  7,  was  passed  to  remedy  this 
grievance.  The  enactment  is  that  such  companies  "  shall 
be  liable  for  the  loss  of  or  for  injury  done  to  any  horses, 
cattle  or  other  animals,  or  to  any  articles,  goods  or  things, 
in  the  receiving,  forwarding  or  delivery  thereof,  occasioned 
by  the  neglect  or  default  of  such  company  or  its  servantSi 
notwithstanding  any  notice,  condition  or  declaration  made 
or  given  by  such  company  contrary  thereto,  or  in  anywise 
limiting  its  liability ;  every  such  notice,  condition  or  decla- 
ration being  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void :  Provided 
always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  companies  from  making  such  conditions  with 
respect  to  the  receiving,  forwarding  and  delivering  any  of 

(a)  21  L.  J.  Q.  B.  319.  (d)  14  C.  B.  647. 

(6)  14  C.  B.  527.  (e)  2  £.  &  B.  750. 

(c)  14  C.  B.  637. 
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the  said  animals,  articles,  goods,  or  things  as  shall  be  ad-        1859. 

judged  by  the  Court  or  Judge  before  whom  any  question      ^7!^?^^ 

relating  thereto  shall  be  tried,  to  be  just  and  reasonable."  9- 

_  .  ''  Lanoashibi 

If  It  18  contended  that  the  words  ^'notwithstanding  any  and 

notice,  condition  or  declaration"  apply  only  to  public  Railway  Co. 
notices,  the  legislature  must  have  misapprehended  the  law, 
because  conditions,  not  part  of  the  contract,  never  could 
have  had  any  operation.  The  statute  goes  on  to  provide 
that  **  no  special  contract**  shall  be  binding  unless  signed. 
To  construe  this  as  permitting  any  special  contract  to  be 
validy  if  signed,  is  to  treat  the  enactment  and  the  proviso 
as  repugnant.  The  construction  contended  for,  though  it 
interferes  with  the  agreement  between  the  parties,  is  in 
analogy  to  the  1  &  2  Wm.  4,  c.  22,  s.  43,  which  provides 
that  agreements  with  hackney  coachmen  to  pay  more  than 
the  legal  fare  shall  not  be  binding.  The  condition  in  the 
present  case  is  not  just  or  reasonable.  The  Company  are 
not  to  be  responsible  far  any  injury  or  damage^  howsoever 
earned.  That  would  exempt  them  from  the  consequences 
of  the  actual  misconduct  of  themselves  or  their  servants. 
In  Simons  ▼.  The  Great  Western  Railtoay  Company  {a)  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  that  a  condition  ''  that  in 
the  case  of  goods  conveyed  at  special  or  mileage  rates, 
the  Company  would  not  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or 
damage,  however  caused,"  was  reasonable.  But  that 
deciaioD  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  that  a  com- 
pany may  say,  ''If  you  pay  the  ordinary  rate,  we  are 
responsible ;  but,  if  you  pay  only  the  special  mileage  rate, 
you  must  undertake  all  risk:"  and  there  is  nothing  un- 
reasonable in  that.  Here,  however,  the  plaintiff  had  no 
choice.  In  the  same  case  the  Court  held  that  a  condition 
that  the  Company  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  loss, 
detention,  or  damage  of  any  package  insuflBciently  or  im- 

(a)  18  C.  B.  805. 
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1859.        properly  packed  was  unreasonable.     Jerms^  C.  J.,  in  deli- 

^T^jT^      vering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  adopts  the  view  now 

^'  contended  for.     In  IViMe  ▼.  The  Great  WeMtem  Baibom  {a) 

Lamoashibi 

AMD         the   Court  assume   that   the    plaintiff's    neglect   was  the 
BjLiLWATCk).  cause  of  the  injury  to  the  horse.     In  Beek  ▼•  The  Nartk 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company  {b)  the  Court  of  Queen^ 
Bench  held  that  a  condition,  though  reasonable  and  assented 
to  by  the  person  delivering  the  goods,  was  not  binding  on 
him,  because  it  was  not  part  of  a  written  contract  dgncd 
by  him.     But  it  has  been  said  that  a  railway  company 
carrying  horses  is  not  liable  as  a  carrier.     Horses  are  not  a 
new  subject  of  carriage.     From  time  immemorial  they  have 
been  carried  in  ferry-boats  and  imported  in  ships.     The 
liability  of  the  carrier  of  live  animals  is  the  ordinary  liability 
of  a  carrier :  Palmer  v.  The  Grand  Junction  Railway  Comr 
pany  (c).     There  is  a  distinction  as  to  passengers,  because 
they  cannot  be  controlled.     [Unthank. — The  Act  applies 
to  animals ;  and  it  is  not  contended  that  the  Company  h 
not  responsible  for  an  injury  to  animals  in  the  same  way  m 
for  an  injury  to  goods.]     The  Company  furnished  a  car- 
riage which  was  hot  voyage-worthy;    that  was  a  de&ult 
prior  to  the  peril  of  the  transit     The  notice  does  not  pro- 
tect the  Company  from  furnishing  a  proper  carriage.     A 
carrier  by  land  is  as  much  bound  to  furnish  a  voyage- 
worthy  carriage  as  a  carrier  by  sea  is  to  provide  a  sea- 
worthy ship :  Story  on  Bailments,  562,  Sharp  v.  Grey  (fy 
Worms  V.  Story  {e).     In  Phillips  v.  Clark  {/)  it  was  held 
that  a  stipulation  in  a  bill  of  lading  that  the  ship-owner 
was  not  to  be  accountable  fur  leakage  or  breakage  did  not 
exempt  him  from  responsibility  for  a  loss  by  thoee  means 
arising  from  yross  negligence.     The  case  of  Chippendale  v. 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  63.  (d)  9  Bing.  457. 

lb)  27  L.  J.  Q.  B.  465.  (e)  1 1  Exch.  427. 

(c)  4  M.  &  W.  749.  (/)  2  C.  B.,  N.  S.  156. 
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ITie  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  (a)  is  not        1859. 
oondsteDt  with  the  principle  of  that  case.  u^  ^* 

V. 

.  Lajicashikb 

Unthankf  for  the  respondent — As  to  the  construction  of  ahd 
die  17  &  18  Vict,  a  31,  the  cases  shew  that,  before  the  Railway  Co. 
Act  passed,  there  were  two  courses  commonly  pursued 
by  railway  Companies  desirous  of  limiting  their  liability 
as  carriers  with  respect  to  persons  delivering  goods  to 
them  to  be  carried.  One  well  known  practice  was  to 
require  the  parties  to  sign  a  written  agreement  which 
contained  the  contract  between  the  parties,  of  which 
Austin  ▼.  The  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  Rail" 
way  Company  {b)  was  an  instance.  The  other,  to  serve 
notices,  and  to  require  all  dealings  to  be  on  the  terms  of 
such  notices,  of  which  Walker  v.  Tlie  York  and  North  Mid- 
land  Railway  Company  (c)  was  an  instance.  It  was  said  to 
be  law  that  a  railway  Company  had  the  power  of  binding 
parties  dealing  with  them,  against  their  consent.  That  was 
the  mischief  which  the  legislature  intended  to  remedy  by 
the  7th  section  of  the  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31.  The  language  is, 
**  notwithstanding  any  notice,  condition  or  declaration  made 
or  given  by  such  Company."  The  first  part  of  the  section 
says  nothing  about  agreements  between  the  parties.  In 
distinguishing  between  notices  and  special  contracts  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act  follows  the  Carriers  Act, 
1  Wm.  4,  c.  68.  The  section  only  prevents  Companies 
from  stipulating  by  notices  against  the  neglect  or  default 
of  the  Company  or  their  servants.  It  leaves  them  free  to 
protect  themselves  by  notices  against  liability  for  acci- 
dental fire,  or  robbery  by  violence.  The  object  is  to  com- 
pel them  to  carry  on  reasonable  terms ;  if  they  refuse  to 
carry  on  reasonable  terms  they  are  liable  to  an  action.    The 

(a)  21  L.  J.  Q.  B.  22.  (6)  10  C.  B.  454. 

(c)  2  £.  &  B.  750. 
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1859.        second  clause  of  the  section  is  more  extensive  than  the  fint, 

^TZt^^^      not  merely  a  limitation  of  it    It  allows  Companies  to  make 

V,  reasonable  conditions.     Then,  in  the  next  provisoy  the  legist 

Lancashire  ,       ^  . 

AND         lature  says  we  have  in  view  not  only  notices,  as  in  the  fint 

Yorkshire 

Bailwat  Co.   branch  of  the  clause,  but  also  agreements:  agreementi  shall  be 

in  writing  and  signed.  The  words  of  an  Act  must  be  very 
clear  to  deprive  parties  of  their  common  law  rights  to  make 
their  own  bargains.  [Cromptons  J. — Does  not  the  word 
'<  condition,"  in  the  former  part  of  the  section,  apply  to 
contracts  ?]  It  must  be  read  in  conjunction  with  and  as 
qualified  by  the  words  which  precede  and  follow  it,  *' no- 
tice" and  "declaration."  [Crompton,  J. — A  conditioo 
cannot  operate  unless  it  is  assented  to  by  both  parties.] 
Secondly,  the  condition  is  reasonable.  The  nature  of  the 
thing  to  be  carried  must  always  be  taken  into  consideratioQ 
in  determining  the  question  of  the  reasonableness  of  con- 
ditions. A  horse  is  a  powerful  animal,  very  timorous  and  with 
a  strong  will :  any  sudden  noise  is  likely  to  excite  its  fiean 
or  its  anger;  therefore  conditions  unreasonable  with  respect 
to  goods  may  be  reasonable  with  respect  to  a  horse.  A 
railway  Company  has  no  means  of  knowing  the  temper 
or  constitution  of  a  horse.  l^Crampton,  J. — Therefore  it 
may  be  reasonable  to  provide  that,  if  an  accident  should 
occur  on  account  of  the  horse's  temper,  the  owner  of  the 
horse  should  bear  the  loss.]  Suppose  the  railway  Company 
take  all  risks,  they  must  charge  higher  fares.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  for  them  to  say,  "  We  will  charge  lower  fare^ 
but  will  not  be  insurers.'*  With  respect  to  the  carriage  of 
cattle  or  horses,  it  is  impossible  to  provide  against  certain 
thhigs  which  may  be  called  negligence.  It  is  necessary  for 
Companies  to  take  some  precautions,  by  terms  in  their 
contracts,  to  protect  themselves  against  such  risk,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  they  can  do  so  is  in  general  terms.  It 
is  not  unreasonable  to  say  that  they  will  not  be  liable  in 
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respect  of  live  stpdc,. except  for  wUfql  ipjurj.     The  obaer-  16[59, 

yations  of  Parke,  B.,  in  Carr  y»  The^Lar^uisl^ire  and  Yorhr  ^kZT^ 

$hir^  JtaUuHw  Company  {a)  s)iew  that  .this  yery  contract  is  v. 

reasonable...                   <.•<>  ..^- ...«  .^  ,."..■.•  ;               •..;'•  ^    ^»'> 

YoR^aipEts 

.'  .•      i.  ?;-.              •          •  '-.  ;,-^.i  ,,   '■    ■  BAILWATC9. 

Blackburn  repliec^ 


.';-f 


The  Court' bein^  divided  in  opinion^  the  fbilbwing  judg- 
ments were  ddivered'. 

Ebi^b,  J.  -^In. lUa  case  t#o  questions  are  raised: — First, 
Whether  the  railway  Company  can  enfcoce  a  special  con- 
tract signed  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  carrilage  of  horses,  if  the 
Judge  does  not  think  the  conditions  therein  tobe  just  and 
itBSBoniAle;  andtSebondly,  Whether  the  conditions  in  this 
contract  are  just  and  reasonable. 

The  pfauntiff  contends  that'  each  qisestion  should  be 
answered  in  the  .negative,  J 

With  respect  lio  the  firsts  lie  relies'  on  the  construction  of 
the  17  &  18Vic^c*  31,s.7>'giveain<^iiB0as  v.-Crrtfo^ff^/em 
Raiboay  Cmnpany  (ft),  and  -adopted  by  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  J^eek  v.  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Company  (c), 
deciding  ^'that  the  whole  railway  system'  is  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Judges,  so  that  no  contract  signed  by  the 
cnsCoiner,  respecting  liability  for  carriage,  shall  protect  the 
Company,  unless  the  Judge  shall  think  every  condition 
dierein  just,  &c. ;  and  no  just  condition,  respecting  liability 
for  carriage^  shall  protect  the  Company,  unless  it  be  con* 
tained  in  a  contract  signed  by  the  customer." 

The  defendants  rely  on  the  construction  given  by  the 
Exchequer  in  fFtse  ▼•  Great  Western  Railway  Company  (d) 
and  Pardmgton  v.  The  South  Wales  Railway  Company  {e\ 

(a)  7  Excb.  707.  (c)  27  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  465. 

(b)  18  C.  B.  805.  829.  (d)  1  H.  &  N.  63. 

(e)  1  H.  &  N.  392. 

VOL.  IV.— N.  8.  Z  EXCH. 
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1859.  deciding  that  the  clause  in  the  statute  relating  tooondUtions 

^^ZjT^  does  not  extend  to  special  contracts. 

V*  In  my  opinion,  the  defendants  are  right ;  and  in  support 

▲VD  of  that  opinion  I  propose  to  distinguish  the  duties  of  carrien 

YOBKBHIBI 

Railway  Co.  arising  bj  mutual  consent  of  carrier  and  customer,  expressed 
in  contracts  defining  the  work  to  be  done,  the  terms,  and 
the  responsibility;  from  the  duties  of  carriers  arising  by 
law  from  the  profession  of  carrier  and  from  a  bailment 
to  carry.     These  latter  are  duties  which  may  attach  where 
there  is  no  express  contract,  or  be  superinduced  beyond  the 
terms  of  any  contract,  and  as  they  do  not  originate  with- 
out the  will   of  the    person   making  the    profession  or 
taking  the  bailment,  so  by  that  will,  without  the  will  of 
the  customer,  they  may  be  qualified  and  reg^ated  in  many 
respects. 

Examples  of  liabilities  on  contracts  are  superfluous.    But 
for  examples  of  duties  created  by  law,  without  a  contract, 
or  beyond  a  contract,  and  regulated  by  will,  I  would  cite 
the  following : — If  a  person  chooses  to  profess  to  be  a 
common  carrier,  the  law  creates  a  duty  to  receive  things 
brought  for  carriage,  and  he  may  be  liable  ex  deUdo  for  a 
refusal  to  receive :  Ptckfard  y.  Grand  Junction  RaUwag  Com' 
pany  (a).     But  this  duty  is  regulated  according  to  his  will 
in  many  respects.     He  may  choose  the  kind  of  conveyance, 
the  times  for  transit,  the  mode  of  delivery,  the  articles  that 
he  will  profess  to  carry,  what  price  he  will  have,  when  he 
shall  be  paid ;  and  the  duty  to  receive  is  always  limited  by 
his  convenience  to  carry :  see  Jackson  v.  Rogers  (4),  Jcknr 
son  V.  North  JUidland  Railway  Company  (c).     This  right  to 
qualify  the  duty  of  receiving,  according  to  terms  and  con- 
ditions fixed  by  the  carrier  alone,  comprises  the  right  to 
qualify  the  common  law  duty  of  insuring  safe^,  a  duty 

(a)  8  M.  &  W.  372.  (b)  2  Show,  327. 

(c)  4  Exch.  867. 
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which  has  given  rise  to  much  discussion,  and  is  now  for 
our  consideration. 

Where  the  contract  is  not  only  for  carriage  and  delivery,  »• 

but  also  for  safe  delivery,  either  absolutely  or  in  degree,         akd 

VOBKSHIBB 

the  contractor  may  sue  the  carrier  for  breach  of  contract  in  Railway  Co. 
common  course.  But  we  are  dealing  with  the  duty  of  safe 
delivery  imposed  upon  the  carrier,  either  where  the  law  of 
contract  does  not  apply,  as  in  case  of  consignees  of  goods 
sent,  who  were  nq  parties  to  the  contract  for  carriage,  or 
where  there  was  no  mutual  consent  between  the  customer 
and  the  carrier  upon  the  point. 

In  all  cases  where  he  has  accepted  the  goods  generally 
the  duty  of  the  carrier  to  insure  safe  delivery,  excepting 
only  the  act  of  God,  or  of  enemies,  is  clear;  but  this  duty 
is  attached  to  him  on  the  assumption  that  he  h&s  had  the 
opportunity  of  securing  to  himself  remuneration  adequate 
to  the  risk  so  cast  upon  him.  If  he  has  not  had  that 
opportunity,  or  if  the  circumstances  make  the  protection 
reasonable,  he  may,  by  a  special  acceptance,  either  limit  his 
responsibility  upon  conditions,  or  be  clear  of  it  altogether. 

Lord  Hale* 8  authority  is  to  this  effect,  saying,  **  if  a 
carrier  will,  he  may  make  a  caution  for  himself,  which  if 
be  omits,  and  takes  in  goods  generally,  he  shall  answer  for 
what  happens :"  Morse  v.  Slue  (a).  The  carriers*  notices 
rejecting  responsibility,  unless  the  conditions  of  insurance 
be  complied  with,  are  special  acceptances  imposing  a  limit 
to  liability  by  the  will  of  the  carrier,  against  the  will  of  the 
customer. 

Lord  Monoid  and  his  Court  so  treat  this  right:  see 
Gibbons  V.  Paynton  (£).  Lord  Ellenborough  and  his  Court 
so  treat  it,  and  he  says  that  the  legal  right  of  the  carrier 
thus  to  protect  himself  had  rendered  legislative  interference 

(a)  1  Vent.  288.  (h)  4  Burr.  2298. 
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1859.        for  his  protection  needless:  Nicholson  ▼.  WiUan{a\    I^ord 

M*MANt8      Tenterden  and  his  Court  so  treat  it.     Where  the  customer 

-      «'•  knew  of  the  notice  to  insure  and  the  carrier  knew  the 

LANCAflniRB 

AND         value  of  the  article,  and  the  first  did  not  oflTer,  and  the 

TORKRBIRE 

Railway  Co.  Other  did  not  ask  for,  the  premium,  the  carrier  was  pro- 
tected bj  his  notice ;  and  the  Court  says,  "  a  person  may 
engage  to  place  goods  in  a  course  of  conveyance  and  de- 
livery, and  yet  declare  that  he  will  not  be  answerable  for 
their  loss :"  Marsh  v.  Home  (J).  Other  cases  on  carrierf 
notices  are  to  the  same  effect,  and  although  these  conditions 
are  called  at  times  special  contracts  as  well  as  special  ac- 
ceptances, it  is  clear,  from  the  context,  that  a  right  in  the 
carrier  to  guard  himself  against  the  party  attempting  to 
overreach  by  imposing  risk  without  paying  premium,  is 
always  meant,  which  is  not  a  contract  in  its  true  sense. 

After  the  time  of  these  cases,  this  protection  from  notices 
became  practically  lost  to  the  carrier,  by  imputing  the 
damage  or  loss  to  gross  negligence;  the  damage  or  loss 
being  some  evidence  of  negligence,  and  the  line  between 
negligence  and  gross  negligence  being  undefined,  as  ob- 
served by  Lord  Denman  in  Hinton  v.  Dibbin  (c).  The 
judgment  of  Garrow^  B.,  declaring  what  was  sufficient 
evidence  of  gross  negligence,  tended  to  this  result:  see 
Bodenham  v.  Bennett  (d);  and  this  tendency  was  increased 
by  the  judgment  of  Burrouffh,  J.,  lamenting  that  the  doc- 
trine of  notice  had  ever  been  introduced  into  Westminster 
Hall :  Smith  v.  Home  {e).  And  in  deference  to  these  cases 
the  ruling  of  Lord  Tenterdeny  giving  effect  to  a  carrier's 
notice,  was  set  aside  and  a  new  trial  granted  in  Birket  v. 
Willan  (/> 
Thereupon  the  legislature  interposed,  and  granted  to  the 

(a)  5  East,  507.  (d)  4  Price,  31. 

(b)  5  B.  &  C.  322.  326.  (e)  8  Taunt.  144. 
(e)  2  Q.  B.  646. 662.  (/)  2  B.  &  Aid.  856. 
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land  carriers,  by  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Wm.  4,  c.  68,  fair  protec-        1859. 

tion  in  respect  of  the  specified  articles,  unless  the  customer      ^^/     ' 
*  ^  M'Manus 

insured.    It  granted  a  new  right  in  respect  of  these  articles;  »• 

....  .         Lakcasuibe 

in  all  other  respects,  it  left  the  existing  rights  of  a  carrier  and 

York SHIRK 

to  limit  bis  liability,  either  by  a  special  acceptance,  or  a   Railwat  Co. 

special  contract,  unaltered,  and  although  all  effect  is  taken 

away  from  public  notices  and  declarations,  that  did   not 

affect  the  right  of  the  carrier  in  respect  of  personal  notices : 

see  Walker  v.  York  and  North  Midland  Railway  Company  (a). 

The  carrier's  duty  to  receive,  and  his  right  to  reject,  in  some 

cases   absolutely,  in  others   conditionally,  without  regard 

to  the  will  of  the  customer,  and  therefore  without  special 

contract,  remained  as  before.     And  although,  before  the 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31,  it  was  immaterial  whether  the  carrier 

was  said  to  limit  his  responsibility  by  special  acceptance  or 

by  special  contract,  yet  as  that  statute,  in  my  view,  has 

subjected   the  validity  of  conditions   imposed   by  special 

acceptance  to  the  contingency  of  being  thought  just  ^c, 

and  of  conditions  imposed  by  a  special  contract  to  that  of 

being  signed,  the  distinction,  which  has  now  become  very 

material,  was,  in  the  cases  occurring  in  the  interim  between 

the  two  statutes,  scarcely  worth  regard. 

These  cases  are  much  relied  on  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
although,  in  the  Court  below,  I  may  be  bound  by  the 
reasons  for  the  decisions  of  a  co  ordinate  (/ourt;  in  a 
superior  Court,  I  hope  I  may,  without  impropriety,  or  want 
of  due  deference,  speak  of  them  as  I  think. 

In  Wyld  V.  Pickford  {h)  the  point  arose.  The  plaintiff 
brought  case  for  loss  of  maps  by  a  carrier :  the  plea  was 
that  the  defendants  gave  notice  to  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of 
the  delivery  of  the  maps,  that  they  would  not  be  responsible 
for  them  unless  insured,  and  that  they  accepted  the  maps 
on  those  terms,  and  that  the  maps  were  not  insured.  The 
(a)  2  E.  &  B.  750.  (*)  8  M.  &  W.  443. 
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1869.       plaintiff  demurred  to  the  plea,  and  aiigued  that,  as  there 
j^*^*'      was  no  fraud,  the  carrier  could  only  limit  his  liability  by 
».  special  contract ;  and  that  the  plea  shewed  no  consent  of 

AMD         the  plaintiff,  and  therefore  no  contract     The  defendants 
Railway  Co.  argued,  that  a  carrier  could  limit,  by  special  acceptance, 
simpliciter,  without  the  consent  of  the  customer,  and  cited 
many  clear  authorities  to  prove  it     The  judgment  was, 
that  the  plea  pleading  a  special  acceptance  only,  and  not  a 
special  contract,  was  still  good.     The  ground  of  the  judg- 
ment is  remarkable;    it  assumes  that  a  carrier  can  only 
limit  his  responsibility  by  special  contract,  and'as  a  special 
acceptance  on  the  terms  of  a  notice  does  limit  his  liability, 
it  must  be  imagined   that  the  customer  agreed  with  the 
carriers  to  forego  his  right  to  the  common  law  responsibility 
of  carriers,  in  consideration  of  the  carriers  foregoing  their 
right  to  prepayment  of  the  carrii^  by  the  customer. 

The  judgment  on  this  point  concludes  thns:  ''It  is 
objected  that  there  is  no  express  averment  that  the  plaintiff 
consented  to  those  terms,,  but  assuming  that  he  did  not,  the 
defendants  did  not  accept  the  maps  on  any  other,  and  the 
plaintiff  is  in  this  diflBculty,  that  he  cannot  enforce  the  de- 
fendants* obligation  as  common  carriers,  because  he  was  not 
ready  to  pay  the  price  of  carriage  beforehand ;  and,  if  he 
sue  as  on  a  bailment  to  the  defendants  on  special  tenmb 
it  must  be  a  bailment  on  those  terms  oo  which  alone  they 
have  agreed  to  accept  the  goods.'* 

With  great  deference,  I  beg  to  submit  that  this  jodg* 
ment^  in  some  degree,  recognises  the  right  of  the  carrier  to 
stipulate  without  the  consent  of  the  customer,  and,  at  all 
CTents,  it  does  not  esublksh  that  the  carrier  has  no  right  to 
prv^ect  himself,  if  the  customer  refuses  consent.  Moieofver, 
a$  the  Juilges  firocn  Lord  H^  to  Lord  TtmierAm,  had 
spoken  of  the  right  of  the  carrier  to  protect  kuueelf  from 
the  extreme  obligatiuos  of  the   commoo   law  by  special 
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acceptance,  and  as  that  right  would  be  nugatory  if  it  de- 
pended on  the  customer's  consent,  and  as  there  is  no  trace 
of  the  notion  of  a  contract  in  consideration  of  being  let 
off  prepayment  till  this  case,  I  further  submit  that  a  judg- 
ment upon  the  ground  of  special  acceptance,  simplicitcr, 
as  the  defendants'  pleader  pleaded,  and  their  counsel  argued, 
would  have  better  accorded  with  the  tenor  of  preceding 
authorities. 

In  Walker  y.  York  and  North  Midland  Railway  Cam- 
pony  (a)  the  carrier  limited  his  responsibility  by  special 
acceptance.  The  judgment  was  that  he  was  protected ; 
and,  though  the  judgment  placed  the  protection  on  the 
g^und  of  a  special  contract  being  presumed,  the  contract 
implied  by  the  Court  was  rather  a  fiction  of  law,  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  right  to  the  carrier  without  clashing  with 
the  last  case,  than  a  matter  of  fact. 

The  plaintiff  complained  of  delay  in  delivering  fish  ;  the 
defendants  shewed  a  notice,  served  on  plaintiff,  that  they 
carried  fish,  at  a  low  rate,  on  the  terms  of  no  liability  for 
delay,  and  that  they  accepted  the  goods  on  these  terms. 
The  plaintiff,  so  far  from  agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the 
notice,  claimed  to  treat  it  as  null  and  void;  the  Judge 
ruled  that  if  the  carrier  gives  a  notice,  and  the  customer 
dissents  from  the  notice,  and  the  carrier  does  not  acquiesce 
in  the  dissent,  the  sending  of  goods  by  the  customer  is 
g^und  from  which  a  jury  may  infer  the  customer's  assent 
to  a  special  contract  in  the  terms  of  the  notice,  and  so  the 
verdict  was  for  the  defendants,  and  the  Court,  in  upholding 
it,  does  really  affirm  that  a  special  acceptance  of  the  carrier 
may  bind  the  customer,  but  in  the  circuitous  mode  that  the 
jury  may  infer  a  contract  by  the  customer  contrary  to  his 
expressed  intention. 

The  cases  relating  to  animals  are  not  to  the  point,  as 

(a)  2  E.  &  B.  750. 


V. 

Lancashirs 

AND 

yorksbirb 
Railway  Co. 
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1859.  they  were  special  contracts  as  well  as  special  acceptances : 

^J^T""^  Austin  V.  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  Railway 

••  Company  (a),  Carr  v.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Raitwaif 

AKD  Company  {b\ 

TOBKSHimV 

Railway  Co.       Then  the  17  &  18  VicL  c.  31,  passed,  regulating  carriage 
by  canals  and  railways. 

I  submit  that,  when  it  passed,  the  law  was  that  a  carrier 
had  some  power  of  imposing  conditions  on  his  common  law 
liability,  by  special  acceptance,  without^the  assent  of  the 
customer  to  those  conditions;  and  that  the  carrier  had, 
besides,  the  same  finee  capacity  to  make  any  lawful  contracts 
as  other  subjects  possess. 

Construing  the  statutes  with  reference  to  this  state  of  the 
law,  the  defendants'  construction  gives  full  effect  to  every 
word  in  its  ordinary  meaning;  it  also  accords  with  the 
context,  and  the  enactment  so  construed  has  an  iotelligibie 
policy. 

The  plaintiff*s  construction  cannot  be  true,  unless  the 
greater  part  of  the  words  are  of  no  effect,  nor  unless  the 
context  is  violently  transposed,  ncv  unless  the  legislature 
intended,  what  seems  to  me  to  be  iniquitous,  against  this 
class  of  carriers. 

According  to  the  defendants,  the  carrier's  right  to  refuse 
a  general  acceptance,  and  to  impose  cooditioos  by  notice^^ 
declarations  and  other  special  acceptances,  was^  in  some 
degree,  in  conflict  with  the  supposed  duty  to  receive  what- 
ever he  could  conveniendv  carrv,  and  the  law  had  not 
defined  the  line  when  the  customer  could  sue  the  carrier 
fix*  loss  if  he  had  refused  any  but  a  qualified  acceptanoe, 
and  so  imposed  unreasonable  conditions^ 

Then  the  sSAtute  declares  **  no  notice,  condition  <^  de- 
clAraiion'*  ^ull  nesorici  his  liabiliiy  unless  the  cooditioD 
shall  be  tbcH]^ht  just  and  leasuoable  by  the  Judge. 

i«>  :o  C.  a  4>4.  (*)  7  £sc^  707. 
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Notices  and  declarationSy  without  the  consent   of  the         1869. 
customer,  can  only  operate  by  imposing  conditions:    the      jJ^manus 

statute  recoiniizes  that    they  may  still  so  operate  if  the    ^      ^' 

°  J         'f  *  ^      Lancashibs 

conditions  are  thoueht  just,  &c.  by  the  Judee;  and  on  this         ^»d 

.  .  ,.  .  Yorkshire 

view  full  effect  is  given  to  the  clause  relating  to  conditions.    Railway  Co. 

Then,  after  several  clauses  on  other  matters,  comes  the 
proviso  relative  to  contracts :  **  No  special  contract  shall 
affect  a  customer  unless  signed." 

A  special  contract  is  contrasted  with  a  general  contract ; 
and  a  bailment  to  carry,  with  acceptance  by  the  bailee, 
either  absolute  or  qualified,  is  probably  the  general  contract 
intended;   which  bailment  creates,  by  operation  of  law, 
many  duties  and  rights  distinct  from  contract,  in  respect  of 
the  acts  to  be  done,  and  the  persons  interested  therein  who 
may  sue  thereon.  But  a  special  contract  creates  and  defines, 
by  its  own  terms,  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  contracting 
parties  between  themselves :  parties  being  as  free  to  contract 
as  they  are  to  use  their  property,  in  any  way  that  the  law 
does  not  forbid,  and  the  right  to  contract  being  the  vital 
essence  of  trade.     According  to  the  defendant,  this  all- 
important  right  remains  unaltered,  except  that  the  cus- 
tomer's signature  b  preappointed  to  be  the  only  evidence 
of  his  agreement. 

Thus,  in  this  construction,  all  the  words  operate,  and 
the  effect  b  reasonable. 

According  to  the  plaintiff,  the  law  before  the  statute  was, 
that  the  carrier  could  in  no  way  restrict  his  common  law 
liability  unless  the  customer  consented  to  a  special  contract, 
so  that  all  the  rights  of  carriers  under  notices,  could  have 
been  defeated  if  a  customer  offered  to  prepay  the  carriage ; 
and  he  contended  for  the  meaning  of  the  enactment,  ex- 
pressed by  Jervis,  C.  J.,  in  18  C.  B.  829,  viz.,  that  Com- 
panics  may  make  special  contracts  binding  on  their  cus- 
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1859.        tomers^  proTided  they  are  signed  by  the  customers,  and 
^^^ — '      thought  just,  &c.  by  the  Judge. 

r.  But,  if  the  whole  enactment  relates  to  contracts  only, 

AND         the    words    **  notices,    conditions    and    declarations*  are 
Railway  Co.    unaccountable. 

If  the  liability  could  only  be  limited  by  contract  with  the 
customer,  the  words  notices,  &c.  given  by  ike  Compamf^ 
and  conditions  made  by  the  Company^  are  inappropriate; 
mutual  consent  is  the  first  element  of  contract,  and  the 
legislatiure  cannot  have  thought  that  one*sided  assent  could 
create  contract. 

The  use  of  different  terms  for  the  same  idea  in  the  same 
sentence  is  the  essence  of  confusion;  and  the  plaintiff 
imputes  that  confusion  in  suppo«ng  that  *' notices,  con- 
ditions and  declarations,"  in  the  first  part  of  the  section, 
mean  the  same  idea  as  is  denoted  by  **  special  contract**  in 
the  latter  part  of  it  This  he  does,  notwithstanding  the 
certainty  that  the  legislature,  in  the  1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Wro.  4, 
c.  68,  making  public  notices  and  declarations  void,  contra- 
distinguished them  there  from  special  contracts ;  and  if  the 
legislature  now  intended  to  regulate  personal  notices  and 
declarations,  and  still  contradistinguished  them  from  special 
contracts,  the  sequence  of  ideas  would  be  reasonable,  and 
the  use  of  the  words  would  be  apt. 

The  plaintiff's  construction  also  supposes  that  a  proviso^ 
which  usually  restrains,  here  operates  to  enlatge  an  enacting 
clause ;  thus,  if  the  meaning  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
words  and  context,  they  seem  to  afford  many  reasons  for 
the  defendants*  view,  and  none  for  the  plaintiff's. 

When  one  of  two  constructions  is  to  be  choeen,  expe- 
diency is  some  guide. 

According  to  the  defendants,  the  carrier  may  limit  his 
common  law  liability  by  conditions  which  are  thought  just, 
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and  the  statute  tends  to  give  certainty  to  the  law ;  for  it 
defines,  by  referring  to  the  Judge,  the  doubtful  line  between 
the  carrier's  right  to  qualify  his  acceptance,  and  the  cus-  v, 

,  ,  LiLNCASHIRB 

tomer*s  right  to  reject  the  qualification ;  the  statute  also         and 
defines  part  of  the  proof  required  for  a  special  contract  Railway  Co. 

According  to  the  plaintiff,  the  intention  was  that  con- 
tracts  made   by  Companies  for  carriage,  although   valid 
against  them  absolutely,  shall  not  be  enforced  for  them, 
except  on  the  contingency  of  the  Judge  thinking  them  just 
and  reasonable.     Now,  as  the  profits  firom  carrying  depend 
much  upon  contracts  for  carrying,  and  as  railway  Companies, 
like  other  carriers,  are  perpetually  infested  by  attempts  at 
overreaching  and  fraud,  to  be  defeated  only  by  vigilance  in 
making  contracts  and  by  the  protection  of  the  law  in  en- 
forcing them,  an  intention  to  make  their  contracts  uncertain 
appears  to  have  the  evil  of  taking  from  this  property  a 
security  which  belongs  to  all  other  property  in  trade.    The 
evil  also  is  greater  in  proportion  as  the  contingency  is  un- 
certain ;  and  the  test  of  the  just  and  reasonable  in  the  person 
who  happens  to  be  Judge  is  peculiarly  uncertain.     Some 
Judges  seem  to  have  thought  it  just  that  the  carrier  should 
always  pay  for  every  damage  and  loss.     In  the  minds  of 
other  Judges  the  just  and  reasonable  is  tested  by  an  intuitive 
perception  of  right  known  only  to  themselves.    Some  Judges 
may  think  that  a  party  to  a  bargain  should  take  care  of  his 
own  interest,  and  that  if  he  makes  a  promise  it  is  just  he 
should  keep  it.     Other  Judges  may  attempt  to  know  the 
interest  of  railways  and  customers  respectively,  and  try  the 
reasonableness  of  contracts  by  this  knowledge;  but  their 
situation  makes  such  knowledge  almost  impossible. 

Upon  the  argument,  this  supposed  hardship  on  the 
Companies  was  said  to  be  justified  by  the  assumption  that 
carriers  have  a  monopoly;  and  JerviSy  C.  J.,  in  18  C.  B. 
829,  says,  ^Uhe  monopoly  created  by  railways  compels  the 
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1859.        public  to  employ  them,  and  therefore  the  legislature  has 

.Vry^^      imposed  securities  on  them." 
M*Manus  ^ 

»•  It  is  true  that  railway  proprietors  have  produced  accora- 

Lancashire  ^  .^   »      i 

AND  modation  so  excellent  that  the  public  prefers  it  to  every 

Y0BK8HIKE  . 

Railway  Co.   Other;  but  that,  for  that  reason,  the  prejudice  agamst  mono- 
polies should  be  brought  against  railways  is  not  right. 

In  monopolies,  the  seller  of  a  bad  article,  by  virtue  of  a 
grant,  compels  the  buyer  to  pay  too  much  :  here,  the  buyer 
chooses  an  article  on  account  of  its  goodness,  and  claims 
to  compel  the  seller  to  take  too  little. 

The  public  has  granted  nothing  to  railway  Companies 
without  exacting  full  price :  their  Act,  their  land  and  their 
works  are  all  paid  for.     Subject  to  the  conditions  imposed 
originally,  they  have  the  same  rights  of  property  as  other 
owners,  and  confiscation  of  any  of  those  rights  is  not  justi- 
fied by  an  unfounded  imputation  of  monopoly.   The  notion 
that  customers  of  railways  require  protection,  on  account  of 
incapacity  to  resist  oppression,  is  not  more  true  than  the 
notion  that,  against  a  large  proportion  of  customers,  railway 
Companies  stand  in  need  of  every  aid  the  law  can  afford. 

For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  the  plaintiff's  construction 
is  wrong,  and  that  his  special  contract  binds  him,  notwith- 
standing the  Judges  may  think  some  of  its  conditions  to  be 
not  just,  or  not  reasonable. 

If  the  plaintiff  is  right  on  the  first  question,  then  the 
second  arises,  whether  the  condition  that  the  owner  should 
undertake  all  risk  of  conveyance,  is  just  or  reasonable. 

This  condition  does  not  extend  to  wilful  neglect,  or  other 
misfeazance;  the  general  words  respecting  the  Company 
not  being  responsible,  arc  added  as  explanatory  of  the  ex- 
press words  of  condition,  and  are  limited  in  the  same  way. 
This  condition  is  imposed  in  respect  of  horses,  and  I  find 
neither  authority  nor  principle  for  holding  that  the  defend- 
ants were  bound  to  receive  living  animals,  as  common  car- 
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riere.  On  the  contrary,  in  Carr  v.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire       1869. 
Railway  Company  (a),  animals  are  shewn  not  to  be  within      v— v^-^ 

1_  •       •    1         1  .  M*Manu8 

the  principle  which  makes  carriers  responsible  for  goods.  r. 

The  temper  and  habits  oF  the  animal  are  more  probably  and 
known  to  the  owner  than  to  the  Company,  and  that  know-  railway  Ck>. 
ledge  is  essential  for  the  purpose  of  securing  safe  carriage. 
The  treatment  that  would  be  harmless  to  some  would  be 
fatal  to  others,  and  it  is  more  reasonable  that  the  owner  be 
bound  to  take  precautions  than  the  Company.  If  cattle 
are  very  wild  they  may  break  out  of  a  truck  that  had  con- 
fined many  tamer  creatures:  Chippendale  v.  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  Company  (h).  If  a  horse  is  very  vicious 
he  may  kick  down  a  partition  strong  enough  for  a  quieter 
animal :  Shaw  v.  York  and  North  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany (c).  If  the  owner  chooses  to  employ  the  railway 
instead  of  the  road  for  his  animal,  what  principle  of  justice 
or  reason  makes  it  wrong  for  the  Company  to  stipulate  that 
the  owner  should  take  the  risk  of  the  journey  ?  It  is  absurd 
to  refer  to  the  abstract  sense  of  justice  in  the  Judges  a 
question  which  depends  upon  the  mercantile  calculation 
whether  a  payment  of  2d,  per  mile  per  horse,  to  include  a 
place  for  a  man,  is  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  risk  of  the 
journey  as  well  as  the  conveyance ;  and  it  is  equally  absurd 
to  suppose  that  calculation  to  be  within  the  judicial  cogni- 
zance of  a  Judge.  Probably  no  Judge-  knows  what  labour, 
skill  and  capital  were  laid  out  in  order  to  move  these 
horses,  what  profit  ought  to  be  realised  to  make  it  a  prudent 
investment  of  capital,  and  what  ratio  of  profit  2d,  per  mile 
per  horse  is  likely  to  give  if  the  owner  takes  the  risk. 
Unless  he  has  that  knowledge,  he  has  not  the  data  required 
for  declaring  the  bargain  made  by  the  plaintiff  with  the 
Company  to  be  so  unjust,  as  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 

(a)  7  Exch.  707.  (h)  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  22. 

(c)  13Q.fi.  347. 
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break  it,  and  to  put  on  the  Company  the  liability  which 
they  had  agreed  not  to  undertake. 
V  But  even  if  this  general  proposition  cannot  be  maintained, 

AND  here  the  plaintiiF  had  the  option  of  two  conveyances,  one  at 
Railway  Ck>.  ^^^f  the  price  of  the  other,  and  if  he  chose  to  take  the  lower 
price,  and  with  it  the  greater  risk,  it  is  unreasonable  and 
unjust  in  him  to  c&st  on  the  Company  a  loss  which  might 
not  have  occurred  if  he  had  taken  the  more  expensive 
accommodation.  1  therefore  answer  the  second  question 
also  in  the  affirmative,  and  in  my  opinion  the  defendants 
are  entitled  to  judgment 

Williams,  J. — Two  questions  were  raised  in  this  case. 
First. — Whether  the  clause  of  the  7th  section  of  the  Rail- 
way Traffic  Act  (17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31),  making  void  all 
notices,  conditions  and  declarations  made  and  given  by  the 
Company  limiting  their  liability,  unless  such  as  the  Court 
or  the  Judge  trying  any  cause  may  adjudge  to  be  just  and 
reasonable,  extends  to  cases  where  a  special  contract  has 
been  signed  in  conformity  with  the  subsequent  proviso  in 
the  section.  Secondly. — Whether  supposing  it  does  so 
extend,  the  condition  contained  in  the  special  contract  in 
question  ought  to  be  adjudged  just  and  reasonable. 

As  to  the  former  of  these  questions,  the  arguments  which 
the  subject  admits  appear  to  have  been  exhausted  by  the 
Judges  who  gave  their  opinions  in  Peek  v.  Tlie  North 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company  (a).  And  it  is  sufficient 
for  us  to  say  that,  having  fully  considered  them  as  well  as 
the  able  arguments  of  the  counsel  in  this  Court,  we  agree 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  Jervis,  C.  J.,  in  Simam  v. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  Company^  that  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  Act  and  the  result  of  its  provisions  is  this : 
viz.,  that  the  Company  may  make  special  contracts  with 

(a)  18  C.  B.  805.  829. 
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their  cufltomeny  provided  they  are  just  and  reasonable,  and        1859. 
signed;  and  whereas  the  monopoly  created  by  railways      ^!2aiio» 
eompels  the  public  to  employ  them  in  the  conveyance  of  ^' 

their  goods,  the  legislature  have  thought  fit  to  impose  the         and 
further  security  that  the  Courts  shall  see  that  the  condition    Railway  Ck>. 
or  special  contract  is  just  and  reasonable. 

In  effect,  before  the  statute,  every  case  in  which  a  special 
limited  liability  was  substituted  for  the  general  common 
law  obligation  of  the  carrier,  whether  by  notice  acquiesced 
in,  or  document  signed  by  the  customer,  was  one  of  special 
contract,  and  the  statute  is  to  be  construed  with  reference 
to  that  state  of  the  law. 

It  remains  to  consider  whether  the  condition  or  special 
contract  in  the  case  before  us  is  just  and  reasonable.  And 
we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not.  In  order  to  bring  the 
defendants  within  its  protection,  it  is  necessary  to  construe 
it  as  excluding  responsibility  for  loss,  occasioned  not  only 
by  all  risks  of  whatevei:  kind  directly  incident  to  the 
transit,  but  also  for  that  caused  by  the  insufficiency  of  the 
carriages  provided  by  the  defendants,  though  occasioned 
by  their  own  negligence  or  misconduct  The  sufficiency  or 
insofficiency  of  the  vehicles  by  which  the  Companies  are 
to  carry  on  their  business,  is  a  matter,  generally  speaking, 
which  they,  and  they  alone,  have,  or  ought  to  have  the 
means  of  fully  ascertaining.  And  it  would,  we  think,  be 
not  only  unreasonable,  but  mischievous  if  they  were  to  be 
allowed  to  absolve  themselves  from  the  consequences  of 
neglecting  to  perform  properly  that  which  seems  naturally 
to  belong  to  them  as  a  duty.  It  is  unreasonable  that  the 
Company  should  stipulate  for  exemption  from  liability 
from  the  consequence  of  their  own  negligence,  however 
groM,  or  misconduct,  however  flagrant,  and  that  is  what 
the  condition  under  consideration  professes  to  do.  That 
condition  is  therefore  void,  and  the  case  stands  simply 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  A  A  JSXCH. 
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upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  has  employed  the  de- 
fendants to  carry  his  horse  safely,  and  that  they  have  used  an 
insuflScient  and  improper  vehicle  for  that  purpose,  whereby 
the  horse  has  been  injured. 

This  being  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Court,  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  is  therefore  leverBed, 
and  our  judgment  is  for  the  plaintiff  (a). 

Judgment  reversed. 


(a)  The  judgment  of  Erie,  J., 
was  delivered  in  Hilary  Vacation, 
February  16,  when  the  decision 
of   the    Court    was    announced. 


The  judgment  of  WUUanu,  J^  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Court,  was  read 
in  Easter  Vacation,  May  17. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER- 
{Error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


Ftb  8. 


Walker  v.  Goe  and  Another,  Clerks,  &c. 


X  HIS  was  a  proceeding  in  error  on  a  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  for  the  defendant,  on  a  special  case 


An  Act  en* 
•hiinff  nutiga- 
licm  Cooiini*. 
tioner*  to 

Itrttnt  a  leM«  of  «  canal  ct^ntaincd  a  clauM  as  follows : — In  ease  the  lessees  during  the  tern  shooM 
permit  the  nsTiff stion  to  be  out  of  repair,  the  ComauscioQers  **  are  hereby  anthoraed  and  re<|airad 
to  nive  notice  tboreof  to  Mich  tes*ces«  &c.,  and  in  soch  notice  to  specify  the  particalar  repairs 
which  ouctht  to  be  done ;  and  the  Commissiooers  naj  by  sneh  notiee  require  thai  mch  n^tSn 
should  be  commenced*  proceeded  with  and  finished  within  reasonable  periods  to  be  named  l^tha 
l\vmmi«)i(«erji«  and  in  case  the  leasees  shall  nef^lect  to  oomasence,  &c. .  sock  repaira*  &c,  than 
it  shaU  be  lawful  for  the  Commisuoners  and  ther  are  hereby  authorised  to  take  poascssionof  the 
toU««  «\c.«  aitd  to  cause  such  it^in  to  be  done  anJer  their  own  directioo.  and  to  pay  the  neeeHSiy 
expemees  «^f  makinfr  such  rvpain  out  of  the  said  tolls,''  &c.  The  lease  hanng  been  granted  la 
purtunnor  «%f  the  Act,  durini?  its  c\>Btinaance  one  of  the  locks  of  the  eanal  became  ont  ci  repair, 
but  the  Oommii^ixNnen.,  thou|;h  thev  knew  of  the  want  of  repair,  gave  no  notice  of  U  to  the  Miea 
though  a  »uflic)ent  time  had  cUpscd  ftv  the  giring  of  snch  notice.  A  barge  entered  the  caaal 
whOe  the  Vvk  WM  so  out  c4  repsir,  but  was  prevented  from  getting  oat  again  ^  the  €dliqg  ia 
K^  the  UvV — HtU.  in  the  Kni'^M'qner  Chamber  (afinaing  the  judgment  of  the  Goort  ef 
Kichequet\  thst,  asmiming  a  duty  in  the  CaaamiMMjntu  to  give  notice  to  the  leaaee  to  rspair, 
thev  wcTV  mM  l^able  in  an  action  by  the  owner  of  the  barge  lor  neglecting  to  give  sndi  notiesb 
inasmuch  a*  the  detention  of  the  bar^  was  net  a  dsmiy  natmnlly  iowi^  from  ^keir  negkcL 
«^^MMr«  that  no  actixVft  wm  nMiaiamaUe  i^raimt  the  Comminsoners  for  their  n^glaet  to  gift 
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suted  for  the  opinion  of  that  Court  (reported  3  H,  &  N.        1859. 
395). 


Hayes,  Serjt,  (Boden  with  him),  for  the  plaintiff  (a). — 
The  Commissioners  are  liable  in  this  action.  The  decision 
in  the  Court  below  proceeds  on  the  ground  that  the  damage 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  neglect  of  the  Commissioners  to  give  the  lessee- 
notice  to  repair.  The  case,  however,  bears  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  that  of  Gibbs  v.  TTie  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool 
Docks  {b)»  The  Commissioners  were  aware  of  the  want  of 
repair  of  the  lock,  and  they  ought  to  have  taken  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  cause  it  to  be  repaired.  [Williams,  J. — In 
Gibbs  V.  The  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks  (ft)  and  The 
Lancaster  Canal  Company  v.  Pamaby  (c)  the  Commis- 
sioners were  in  possession  of  funds  which  they  ought  to 
have  applied  towards  the  repairs  of  the  dock.]  It  is  true 
that  in  those  cases  the  duty  arose  from  the  possession  of 
fimds,  but  here  it  is  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament. 
[Wtghtman,  J. — Moreover,  in  the  latter  case  the  Commis- 
uoners  were  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  canal :  that  is 
not  so  here.]  The  duty  of  directing  repairs  is  cast  on  the 
Commissioners;  the  lessee  is  only  bound  to  do  such  repairs 
as  they  order.  If  the  action  had  been  brought  against  the 
lessee  he  would  have  said,  in  answer,  that  he  could  not 
shut  up  the  canal,  and  that  he  had  done  such  repairs  as 
tlie  Commissioners  required  him  to  do.  [Wightman,  J.-— 
The  Commissioners  can  only  interfere  where  there  is  a 
de&ult  in  the  lessee.]  The  Act  i:ecites  that  Chaplin  agreed 
to  accept  the  trust  and  to  do  all  the  works  which  should 
be  ordered  to  be  done  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  sup* 

(a)  Before  Wightman,  J.,  WU-  (b)  3  H.  &  N.  165. 

fianw,  J.,  Crtmptony  J.,  Crowder^  (c)  1 1  A.  &  £.  223. 

J^  WUUsy  J.,  Byle9,  J.,  and  HiU,  J. 

AA  2 
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port  of  the  navigation.     The  effect  of  the  9th  and  28th 
sections  is  to  give  the  Commissioners  the  entire  saperin* 
tendence  over  the  repairs.     [f^Alntan,  J. — ^The  primary 
duty  to  repair  is  on  the  lessee,  but  the  CommisBioners  maj 
require  him  to  do  so.]     There  is  no  power  to  pay  out  of 
the  tolls  any  expenses  of  repairs  except  such  as  are  ordered 
by  the  Commissioners.     The  payment  of  interest  to  the 
ishareholders  is  subject  to  the  cost  of  repairs  (sect.  23),  hot, 
unless  the  repairs  were  ordered  by  the  Commissioners,  the 
shareholders  would  have  a  right  to  be  paid  first. — ^Then, 
with  respect  to  the  damages,  a  wrongdoer  is  responsible  feat 
all  the  consequences  of  his  wrongful  act.     [i9t24  J*f  i^ 
ferred  to  Vicars  v.  Wilcocks  {a\  2  Smith's  Lead.  Cas.  43a] 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  give  notice  to  the 
lessee,  and  if  they  had   done  so  the  lessee  would  have 
repaired  and  the  lock  would  not  have  fallen  in. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ought  to  be  affirmed.  Some 
members  of  this  Court  are  disposed  to  think  that  the  judg- 
ment should  be  affirmed  on  the  ground  that  the  action  is 
not  maintainable ;  but  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  it  most 
be  affirmed  on  the  ground  assigned  by  the  Court  below, 
vis.  that  the  damage  was  not  the  proximate,  neccasaiy,  or 
natural  result  of  the  neglect  of  the  Commissioners^ to  give 
notice.  Assuming  that  it  was  their  duty  to  give  notice, 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  damage  was  the  fidling  in  of  the 
lock,  and  it  was  not  the  dutv  of  the  Commissioners  to 
repair  it ;  they  were  only  to  put  the  lessee  in  motion,  and 
for  that  purpose,  the  Act  enables  them  to  give  notice  to  the 
lessee,  in  case  he  permitted  the  navigation  or  works  to  be 
out  of  repair.  The  Act  is  not  clearly  worded  in  all  its 
provisions,  but,  taking  them  altogether,  it  seems  that  the 

(a)  S  East,  1. 
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primary  duty  to  repair  is  on  the  lessee.     In  the  recital  of 
the  Act  it  IS  stated  that  **  Chaplin  had  proposed  to  advance 
all  the  money  necessary  for  the  repairs  of  the  river,  and  to 
keep  the  same  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  subject  to  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  Commissioners,'*  &c.,  **  which 
proposal  had  been  approved  o£"    So  that  the  primary  duty 
to  repair  is  on  the  lessee,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  to  any  particular  repairs  they  might  think 
necessary.     The  Act  goes  on  to  say  that  "  it  had  been 
ordered  and  agreed  that  the  navigation  and  tolls  should 
be  vested  in  Chaplin  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years;  and 
Chaplin  had  agreed  to  accept  the  trust  and  do  all  the 
works  which  should  be  ordered  to  be  done  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  support  of  the  navigation."  But  the  question 
turns  more  directly  on  the  28th  section,  which  provides 
that  **  in  case  the  lessees  or  lessee  in  possession  for  the  time 
being  shall,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  said 
term,  permit  the  said  navigation  or  the  works  thereof,  or 
any  of  them,  to  be  out  of  repair,  the  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
such  lessees  or  lessee,  and  in  such  notice  to  specify  the 
particular  repairs  which  ought  to  be  done,  &c.,  and  in  case 
the  said  lessees,  or  lessee  shall  neglect  to  commence,  or  to 
proceed  with,  or  to  finish  such  repairs  in  the  manner  so 
specified,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  take  possession  of  the 
tolls,  &c.,  and  to  cause  such  repairs  to  be  done  under  their 
own  directions."    The  expression  ''  in  case  the  lessees  shall 
neglect  such  repairs,*'  &c.,  shews  that  the  primary  duty 
to  repair  is  on  them,  and  that  it  is  only  in  case  of  their 
neglect  that  notice  to  repair  is  to  be  given  by  the  Commis* 
sioners.     But  it  is  argued  that  if  notice  had  been  given  th^ 
repairs  would  have  been  done,  and  if  they  had  been  done 
the  lock  would  not  have  &llen  in.     Suppose,  however,  the 
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ConimiBsioners  bad  given  notice,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  lessee  would  have  repaired,  and  if  he  did  not  the 
Commissioners  were  not  bound  to  repair.  Therefore  the 
foiling  in  of  the  lock  cannot  be  considered  as  the  natural 
and  necessary  consequence  of  the  omission  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  give  the  lessee  notice  to  repair.  The  declaration 
alleges  that,  by  reason  of  the  Commissioners  not  giving 
notice,  the  works  fell  in;  but  they  fell  in  by  reason  of  the 
want  of  repair  which  the  lessee  was  bound  to  da  We  all 
agree  that  the  ground  assigned  for  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  lielow  is  right,  and  that  upon  that  ground  the  judg- 
ment must  be  affirmed,  though  some  of  the  members  of  this 
Court  think  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  amenable  to 
such  an  action  as  this. 

Williams,  J. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  below  oc^ht  to  be  affirmed.  K  the  damage 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  necessarily  arose  from  the  n^li- 
gent  conduct  of  the  Commisaoners^  I  think  that  the  action 
would  be  maintainable. 

Cii^MrTOX,  J. — It  cannot  be  sud  that  the  damage  was 
the  natural  coivs«quence  of  the  Commissioners  not  giving 
notice,'  I  am  also  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  is  not  a 
case  in  which  an  action  can  be  maintained  against  the 
Commisi»onors«  It  was  the  duty  of  the  lessee  to  repair; 
and  5uch  repair  was  to  be  merely  under  the  sapeiintendence 
of  the  iV^nmissiouers;,  who  were  to  see  that  he  did  his 
dutT« 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

(Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


Paul,  Public  Officer  of  Stuckey's  Somersetshire  Banking       p^  g 

Company,  v.  Joel. 

X  HIS  was  an  appeal  against  the  judgment  of  the  Court  The  holder 
of  Exchequer,  discharging  a  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  for  eichwlf  on 
the  defendant  pursuant  to  leave  reserved  at  the  trial  (re-  )}\  ^^^  ^^^ 

^  ^        It  became  due, 

ported  3  H.  &  N.  455).  <^»"«d  at  the 

'  office  of  J., 

the  drawer, 
^         and  on  being 

Hanneuy  for  the  defendant  (a). —  Solarte  v.  Palmer  {b)  is  a  told  that  he 

«.  ,       .  ,  was  engaged 

direct  authority  that  this  notice  of  dishonour  is  insufficient  wrote  on  a 
That  decision  has  never  been  reversed :  Everard  v.  Wat-  amf  sent  m^to^ 
9on  (c) ;  and  the  principle  there  laid  down  is,  that  a  notice  JU*  notice:^" 
of  dishonour  must  inform  the  party  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  ** '^•*8  «ccept- 

*        -^  '   ance  to  J., 

either  in  express  terms,  or  by  necessary  implication,  that  5'»o/..due  I2th 
the  bill  has  been  presented  for  payment  and  dishonoured,  unpaid:  pay- 

•  .  ....  ment  to  R.  & 

In  this  case  there  is  nothing  to  intimate  to  the  defendant  Co  is  requested 
that  the  bill  has  been  presented,  unless  the  mere  fact  of  the  o'clock. **_ 
notice  being  given  leads  to  that  inference.     Where  a  party  Exchequer 
has  neglected  to  present  a  bill,  this  is  the  very  form  of  notice  (affirming  the 
which  he  would  give.     Solarte  v.  Palmer  was  acted  on  in  {^l^co^urt  of 
Strange  v.  Price  Id).    Though  the  rule  laid  down  in  Solarte  Eichequer), 

^  ^   ^  °  ^  that  the  notice 

▼.  Palmer  was  somewhat  qualified  in  Bailey  v.  Porter  {e\  was  sufficient 
still  a  notice  of  dishonour  must  convey  an  intimatioa  th^t 

(a)  Before  Wightman,  Z.,Wil-  2  CI.  &  F.  93. 

liamt,  J.,  Crompton^  J.,  Crotcder^  (c)  1  E.  &  B.  801 . 

J.,IFitte*,  J.,ByZef*,  J.,and^i7^  J.  {d)  10  A.  &  E.  125. 

(h)  7  Bing.  530;  in  Dom.  Proc.  {e)   14  M.  &  W.  44. 
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1859.        the   bill  has  been   presented :    Allen  v.  Edmvndion  (a). 

*^^^       [Crompton,  J.— Wben  it  is  said  that  a  bill  has  not  been 

V,  paid,  it  means  that  it  has  not  been  paid  in  the  regular 

JOBL.  '  .         .       .    ., 

course.]   In  Furze  ▼.  Sharwood  (fi)  several  notices  m  sunuar 
terms  to  the  present  were  held  insuflScient   [CVviwfcr,  J.— 
In  Hedger  ▼.  Stevenson  (e),  Parhe,  B.,  said  that  it  seemed 
to  him  enough,  if  it  appeared  by  reasonable  intendmenty 
and  would  be  inferred  by  any  man  of  business,  that  the  bill 
had  been  presented  to  the  acceptor  and  not  paid  by  him. 
In  this  case  does  it  not  appear  by  reasonable  intendment, 
and  would  it  not  be  inferred  by  any  man  of  business,  that 
the  bill  had  been  presented  and  not  paid?] — He  also 
referred  to  Byles  on  Bills,  p.  236,  note,  7th  ed 

Archibald  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  but  was  not  called 
upon  to  argue. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ought  to  be  afiirmed.  The  case 
of  Solarte  v.  Palmer  is  distinguishable,  for  there  the  notice 
did  not  state  that  the  bill  was  unpaid,  but  merely  demanded 
payment.  That  is  the  main  ground  of  the  decision  ;  and 
that  is  relied  on  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  judgment 
But  in  Hedger  v.  Stevenson  it  was  laid  down  by  Parke,  B., 
that  where  the  terms  of  the  notice  are  such  that  it  appean 
by  reasonable  intendment,  and  would  be  inferred  by  any  man 
of  business,  that  the  bill  has  been  presented  to  the  acceptor 
and  not  paid  by  him,  although  it  does  not  appear  by  express 
terms  or  necessary  implication,  that  is  sufficient  In  Baibjf 
T.  Pnrter  the  defendant  was  informed  that  the  acceptance 
due  that  day  was  unpaid ;  here  there  is  the  same  expres- 
sion»  and  there  is  added  **  payment  is  requested  before  four 

(«)  2  Exch.  719.  W  2  Q.  B.  SS8. 

(f )  2  M.  &  W.  799. 
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o'clock."     Bailey  ▼.  Porter  has  been  referred  to  on  many 

occasions,  and  has  always  been  considered  an  authority  on         p^^^ 

this  qaestion.'  ^* 

Judgment  affirmed.  *^"' 


IN   THE  EXCHEQUER   CHAMBER, 

% 

{Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


WiLLIABIS  V.  EyTON.  Fed.  8. 

X  HIS  was  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Bj  The 
Exchequer  in  discharging  a  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  for  closure  Act. 
the  defendant,  pursuant  to  leave  reserved  at  the  trial  (re-  ^^  109,  \^  3^ 
ported  2  H.  &  N.  771>  'i^l^fit.., 

shall  be 
empowered  to 

M'Intyre  {Morgan  Lloyd  with  him)  argued  for  the  de-  «topupinyold 
fendant(a). — The  argument  was  in  substance  the  same  as  road  passing 

through  any 

that  in  the  Court  below,  and  the  same  authorities  were  part  of  the 

.  old  tudinsttret , 

cited.  &C.,  the  same 

shall  in  no  case 
be  done  without  the  concurrence  or  order  of  two  justices.  The  53  Qeo.  3,  c.  Iziz.  (The  Flint 
iDclosore  Act),  by  s.  1,  appointed  a  Commissioner  to  carry  the  Act  into  execution,  subject  to 
such  of  the  regulations,  restrictions  and  provisions,  &a,  in  the  41  Geo.  3,  c.  109,  as  were  not 
altered,  Taried,  controlled  by,  or  repugnant  to,  the  provisions  of  that  Act  Sect.  19  enacts,  that 
H  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  to  stop  up  any  old  or  accustomed  public  road  or  roads 
over  the  mar$he$,  eommonB  and  waste  iandt,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  concurrence  of  two 
Justices,  and  under  such  regulations  as  are  contained  in  41  Geo.  3,  c.  109,  and  provided  that 
tbe  old  roads  should  not  be  discontinued  till  the  new  roads  were  properly  formed.  The  marshes 
were  albtted  in  1819,  when  a  gate,  which  had  since  been  kept  locked,  was  put  up  across  an  old 
road,  but  Uie  road  had  since  been  used  by  foot  passengers  occasionally.  The  award  of  the 
Commissioners,  executed  in  1 830,  set  out  the  new  roads,  and  directed  the  old  roads  to  be  stopped 
up.  A  certificate  of  two  justices,  that  the  new  roads  had  been  formed  and  completed,  under  the 
9th  section  of  41  Geo.  3,  c  109,  was  put  in  and  proved ;  but  no  order  of  two  justices  for  storoing 
the  old  road  was  produced. — Heid,  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  (affirming  the  decision  off  the 
Court  of  Exchequer),  that  it  might  be  presumed  tnat  an  order  of  two  justices  for  stopping  up 
the  old  road  had  been  duly  made. 

(a)  Before  Wtghtman,  J.,  Wil-      J.,  WiUes,  J.,  Byles^  J.,  and 
Uams^  J.,  CrompUm^  J^  Crowder^      Hill^  J. 
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1859.  WeUhy  (with  whom  was  Beavan  and  Caxan)  appeared  for 

^^^^^^^^^     the  plaintiffy  but  was  not  called  upon  to  argue. 


9, 

Etton. 


WiGHTMAN,  J. — The  question  submitted  for  our  con- 
sideration isy  whether  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  performing 
the  functions  of  a  jury,  were  at  liberty  to  presume  that  the 
concurrence  or  order  of  two  justices  had  been  obt^ned  for 
stopping  up  the  road.  So  long  ago  as  the  63  Geo.  3  the 
Flint  Inclosure  Act  passed,  and  it  refers  to  the  General 
Inclosure  Act,  41  Gea  3,  c  109.  The  19th  section  of  the 
former  Act  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  stop  up  any 
roads,  ways  or  paths,  subject  to  the  order  and  concurrence  of 
two  justices,  and  the  provisions  of  the  41  Geo.  3,  c.  109.  An 
award  was  made  by  which  the  road  in  question  was  stopped 
up,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  an  order  of  two  justices 
had  been  obtained  for  that  purpose.  Then  the  question  is 
whether  such  an  order  can  be  presumed.  It  appears  that 
there  had  been  an  enclosure  of  the  road  for  a  period  of 
about  twenty-eight  years,  and  we  think  that  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  Court,  standing  in  the  place  of  a  jury,  in  pre- 
suming that  every  thing  was  rightly  done,  and  that  an 
order  of  two  justices  was  obtained.  It  is  said  that  so  Ceut  as 
regards  foot  passengers  there  was  evidence  of  a  continuous 
user ;  but  we  think  that  b  not  sufficient  to  rebut  the  pre- 
sumption which  arises  from  the  lapse  of  twenty-eight  years 
since  the  road  was  stopped  up  by  the  award  made  under 
the  Inclosure  AcL  Whether  foot  passengers  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  is  hardly  a  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Court:  the  question  is,  whether  there  is  sufficient  to 
satisfy  us  that  a  jury  would  have  come  to  the  conclusioa 
that  the  order  of  two  justices  was  obtained.  For  these 
reasons  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


HILARY   VACATION,    22   VICT.  359 

1859. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 
{Error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


Hill  v.  Fox.  f^^  b. 

JZjRROR  on  a  bill  of  exceptions. — The  declaration  was  The  defendant, 

•     1  111  «     -r   1  1.1       being  indebted 

on  an  indenture,  dated  the  13th  July,  1850,  whereby  the  to  the  plaintiff 
defendant  covenanted  to  pay  the  plaintiff  2000i  with  in-  tom  fo/mSney 
terest,  on  the  4th  December  following.  The  declaration  In  aVo«e*'°^ 
set  out  the  indenture,  which  recited  that  the  plaintiff  had  [^he^^faj^iff 
lent  to  the  defendant  20007.,  and,  as  a  collateral  security  for  £[  •  ^?*?-  .^ 

'         '  •  The  plaintiff 

the  payment  thereof,  the  defendant  assigned  to  the  plaintiff  lent  the  defend- 

^      ,  ,  °  *^  ant  5000/. 

two  policies  of  assurance,  and  covenanted  to  pay  the  pre-  upon  the 
miums.     The  breaches  assigned  were :  non-payment  of  the  deed,  which 

11..  1    ,  .  assigned  to 

pnncipal  and  mterest,  and  the  premiums.  the  plaintiff 

Plea.— That,  before  the  making  of  the  indenture,  certain  of ^^S""* 
persons  were  playing  at  a  certain  game,  called  horse  racing ;  II"^^nMt°b*^ 
and  the  plaintiff  won  of  the  defendant  certain   sums  of  the  defendant 

^  to  pay  the 

money,  to  wit  1650/.,  by  betting  on  the  sides  of  the  2000/.,  and 
persons  who  did  so  play  as  aforesaid :   that  by  the   said  the  settling 

day  the  de- 

indenture  the  defendant  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  the  said  fendant  paid 
instruments  of  insurance  by  way  of  mortgage ;  and  that  the  his  t«to"out  of 
said  indenture  was  and  is  a  mortgage  within  the  meaning  in^n^jon 
of  the  statute  9  Anne,  c.  14,  for  preventing  excessive  and  **^{J*  plwntiff 

venant,  the 
Mmdant  pleaded  that  the  deed  was  a  mortgage  security,  part  of  the  consideration  for  which 
WM  a  gaming  debt  At  the  trial  the  Judge  told  the  jury  that  if  the  2000^  was  advanced  in 
porsoance  of  a  stipulation  or  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  that  out  of  it  the 
plaintiff  should  be  paid  the  money  which  he  had  won  of  the  defendant  by  betting,  it  was  a  mere 
colourable  loan  and  evasion  of  the  statute :  but  that  if  there  was  no  such  stipulation  or  agreement, 
■od  tlie  plaintiff  advanced  the  200011  as  a  loan  for  the  defendant  to  dispose  of  as  he  pleased,  the 
deed  was  valid,  although  the  plaintiff  expected  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  so  lent. — Hdd,  in 
tlM  Exchequer  Chamber,  oo  a  bill  of  exceptions,  that  the  direction  was  right 
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deceitful  gaming,  and  the  6  &  6  Wm.  4,  c.  41,  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  securities  given  for  considerations  arising 
out  of  gaming,  usurious  and  other  illegal  transactions.— 
Averment:  that  the  sum  of  1650&9  so  won  as  aforesaid, 
was  and  is  part  of  the  consideration  of  the  said  mortgage, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  first  mentioned  statute. — Issue 
thereon. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  jErfe,  J«,  at  the  Surrey  Spring 
Assizes,  1858.  The  defendant  stated  that  he  was  connected 
with  the  turf,  and  had  manj  bets  with  the  plaintiff  on  horse 
racing  prior  to  thb  transaction.  He  betted  with  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  Derby  of  1850,  and  after  that  race  was  mn  he 
owed  the  plaintiff  1650L  Before  the  settling  day  he  saw 
the  plaintiff  and  told  him  that  he  had  lost  more  than  he 
could  possibly  pay  him.  The  plaintiff  then  asked  him  how 
much  he  owed  to  other  persons,  and  the  defendant  replied 
^Mess  than  300/."  The  plaintiff  then  agreed  to  advance 
him  2000il  upon  condition  that  be  paid  the  plaintiff's 
account,  which  the  defendant  agreed  ta  The  defendant 
went  to  the  plaintiff's  solicitor  and  gave  him  a  promissoiy 
note  for  2000/.,  payable  on  demand,  and  signed  an  agree- 
ment to  deposit  policies  of  assurance  for  1500il  and  to 
insure  his  life  for  an  additional  500L,  and  execute  a  mort- 
gage of  the  policies.  The  defendant  then  received  from 
the  plaintiff's  attorney  a  cheque  for  2000/.,  which  he  got 
cashed  and  paid  the  plaintiff  what  he  owed  him.  On 
cross-examination,  the  defendant  stated  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  frequently  lent  him  money,  as  much  as  600L  at  a 
time. 

The  plaintiff  stated  that  for  many  years  he  had  race  horses 
and  betted  largely.    He  had  known  the  defendant  for  thirty 
years,  and  had  always  lent  him  money  when  asked  for  it, 
frequently  as  much  as  500/.  at  time.     On  the  Derby  day  of 
1850,  his  horse  was  second.  This  20002.  would  not  have  been 
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lent  if  the  plaintiff's  horse  had  won,  because  the  defendant 
would  have  won  a  large  sum  of  money.  After  the  Derby 
day,  the  defendant  came  to  the  plaintiff's  house  and  said 
that  he  wanted  20002L ;  that  he  had  lost  a  great  deal  of 
money,  and  would  be  greatly  obliged  if  the  plaintiff  would 
render  him  assistance  by  way  of  loan.  The  plaintiff  said 
that  all  his  money  matters  were  managed  by  his  solicitors, 
and  that  the  defendant  must  go  to  them  and  tell  them  what 
security  he  would  give,  and,  if  they  were  satisfied,  he  would 
lend  the  defendant  the  2000/.  Nothing  whatever  was  said 
about  the  defendant  paying  the  1650il  which  he  had  lost, 
nor  was  there  then,  or  at  any  other  time  whatever  before  he 
advanced  the  2000/.,  any  condition  or  agreement  made  that 
the  defendant  should  pay  the  1650/.,  or  any  other  sum. 
The  defendant  was  at  Tattersall's  on  the  settling  day  and 
paid  the  plaintiff  what  he  owed  him.  It  was  much  under 
1650/.,  and  consisted  chiefly  of  bets  which  the  plaintiff  had 
made  for  him,  and  which  the  plaintiff  was  liable  to  pay. 
There  was  never  any  agreement  that  the  plaintiff  was 
to  receive  back  any  portion  of  the  loan.  —  On  cross- 
examination,  the  plaintiff  said  that  of  course  be  assumed 
that  the  defendant  would  pay  him  on  the  settling  day, 
as  well  as  all  other  persons  to  whom  he  had  lost :  that  he 
had  lent  the  defendant  the  2000/.  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
his  bets. 

The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  if,  in  their  opinion, 
the  2000/.  was  advanced  in  pursuance  of  a  stipulation,  or 
agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  that 
oat  of  it,  the  plaintiff  should  be  paid  by  the  defendant, 
money  which  the  plaintiff  had  won  of  the  defendant  by 
betting,  as  stated  in  the  plea,  this  would  be  a  ntere  colourable 
loan  of  2000/1,  and  a  colourable  evasion  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided;  and  the  jury  ought  in  that  case  to 
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Fox. 


1859.  find,  that  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  said  iodentore,  was 
■^^  money  won  by  the  plaintiff  of  the  defendant,  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  plea ;  but,  if  there  was  no  such  agreement 
or  stipulation,  and  the  plaintiff  advanced  the  2000iL  ab8i>- 
lately,  as  a  loan,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  defendant^ 
as  the  lawful  owner,  to  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleased,  and  die 
defendant  gave  the  deed  to  secure  the  payment  of  that 
loan,  then  the  deed  was  a  perfectly  valid  deed,  although  the 
plaintiff  expected  that  he  should  be  paid  out  of  the  said 
money  so  lent  His  lordship  also  told  the  juiy  that  in 
his  opinion  there  b  nothing  illegal  in  betting:  that  the 
parties  do  not  violate  any  law  by  making  a  bet^  but  thtt 
the  law  will  not  assist  the  winner  in  enforcing  payment  of 
it ;  and  that  a  loan  of  money  is  not  void  although  the  lender 
believes  that  the  borrower  means  to  apply  it  in  payment  of 
a  bet 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  2618/L  2s.  id. 
The  defendant's  counsel  then  tendered  a  bill  of  exceptions 
to  the  above  ruling,  and,  error  having  been  assigned  thereon, 
the  case  was  now  aigued  by 

Petersdarff,  Serjt,  for  the  defendant  (a). — The  direction  of 
the  learned  Judge  was  erroneous.  It  was  calculated  to  lead 
the  jury  to  suppose  that,  unless  there  was  an  absolute  agree- 
ment that  the  plaintiff  should  be  paid  his  bets  out  of  the  loan, 
they  must  find  for  the  plaintiff.  It  should  have  been  left 
to  the  jury  to  say  what  was  the  actual  understanding  and 
intention  of  the  parties  at  the  time  the  security  was  given 
and  the  money  paid  to  the  plaintiff:  did  they  understand 
and  intend  that  it  was  to  be  a  simple  loan  of  money, 
or  was  it  a  mere  artifice  and  contrivance  by  which  the 

(a)  Before  Wightman,  J^  TTt/-      J.,    WiOes,   J.,   Byle*,  J.,  and 
liams,  J.,  Crompton,  J.,  Crowder,      Hilly  J. 


9. 

Fox. 
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plaintiff  was  to  get  a  security  for  a  gaming  debt  ?  [  Jfil"  1859. 
Kams,  J. — The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  in  effect  that,  if  ^^^^^ 
the  defendant  was  bound  to  pay  his  gaming  debt  out  of  the 
loan,  the  security  was  void,  but  if  there  was  no  such  stipu- 
lation, and  the  money  when  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant 
was  his  own  to  dispose  of  as  he  pleased,  then  the  deed  was 
a  valid  security.]  In  Grizewood  y.  Blane  (a),  which  decided 
that  a  colourable  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  rail- 
way shares,  where  neither  party  intends  to  deliver  or  to 
accept  the  shares  but  merely  to  pay  ^differences"  accord- 
ing to  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  market,  is  gaming  within  the 
8  &  9  Vict  c.  109,  s.  18,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  it  to 
the  jury  to  say  *^what  was  the  plaintiff*s  intention,  and 
what  was  the  defendant's  intention,  at  the  time  of  making 
the  contracts — whether  either  party  really  meant  to  purchase 
or  to  sell  the  shares  in  question ;  telling  them  that,  if  they 
did  not,  the  contract  was  in  his  opinion  a  gambling  trans- 
action and  void."  In  Oliphant  on  Horses,  p.  303,  2nd  ed., 
it  is  said  that  **  the  question  to  be  left  to  the  jury  in  such 
case  is,  whether  it  be  a  bona  fide  contract  which  each  party 
at  the  time  meant  to  perform,  or  whether  the  transaction 
was  not  a  mere  bet  upon  the  ftiture  price  of  the  commodity. 
And  that,  if  neither  party  intended  to  buy  or  sell,  it  would 
be  no  bargain  but  a  mere  gambling  transaction."  An 
authority  there  cited  is  the  summing  up  of  CromptoUy  J., 
in  a  case  of  Bennett  v.  Hall  (J). — He  also  referred  to  Fisher 
V.  Bridges  (c). 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  direction 
of  the  learned  Judge  was  correct.  In  substance  it  amounts 
to  this — '^If  you  believe  that  this  deed,  which  upon  the 

(a)  11  C.  B.  538.  (b)  At  Guildhall,  Jan.  23,  1853. 

(c)  3  E.  &  B.  642. 
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1859.        fA<re  of  it  purports  to  be  a  security  for  a  sum  of  20001, 
'^'"'^      money  lent,  is  merely  a  colourable  transaction  for  the  pur- 
V*  pose  of  passing  the  money  and  carrying  into  effect  an  illegal 

agreement,  then  the  deed  is  yoid;  but  if  you  are  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  such  stipulation,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
advanced  the  2000il  as  a  loan,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  defendant  as  the  lawful  owner,  to  do  with  it  as  he 
pleased,  the  deed  is  perfectly  valid  although  the  plaintiff 
expected  to  be  paid  his  bets  out  of  the  money  so  lent.  No 
doubt,  upon  other  occasions,  other  Judges  have  used  other 
expressions,  but  they  in  effect  amount  to  the  same  thingi 
It  is  said  that  it  should  have  been  left  to  the  jury  to  say 
what  was  the  understanding  between  the  parties.  I  should 
object  to  that,  because  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  an  *'unda<- 
standing**  means.  I  do  not  know  d  better  word  than 
*' agreement"  or  '*  stipulation ;"  and  the  learned  Judge 
subsequently  explained  what  he  meant  by  such  a  stipulation 
or  agreement  as  would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  trans- 
action ill^aL  There  is  no  objection  to  the  direcUon  of 
the  learned  Judge,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below 
must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


(BxtffttfUtv  ^tpottS. 
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BiNET  V.  Susan  Picot. 

Ma,  11. 

JO  lELD  had  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  writ  Awrit,  iuued 
of  summons  and  service  thereof  should  not  be  set  aside  for  of  the  isth 
irregularity.     The  rule  was  obtained  on  an  affidavit  by  the  Common  Law 
defendant,  sworn  at  St  Helier  in  the  island  of  Jersey,  that  ^^^  13^  f^ 
she  was  served  at  St  Helier,  with  the  copy  of  the  writ  of  ^J^J^q*"^ 
summons  annexed  to  the  affidavit,  which  commanded  the  Britiih  subject 

out  of  the 

defendant  to  cause  an  appearance  to  be  entered  within  four-  jurisdiction, 

.  ...      ™*7  ^  •** 

teen  days,  and  was  indorsed  for  service  out  of  the  jurisdic-  aside,  on  the 

application  of 

tion  of  the  Court :  that,  previously  to  being  served  with  the  the  defendant, 
writ,  she  had  received  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  that  there  was 
the  plaintiff's  attorney,  applying  for  compensation  for  the  ^j^^hich 
breach  of  her  promise  to  marry  the  plaintiff,  and  threaten-  J^^^^JJJI^on. 
ing  to  proceed  with  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the 
9ame,  unless  an  offer  of  compensation  was  made :  that  the 
cause  of  action,  if  any,  which  the  plaintiff  had  or  might 
have  against  her  arose  within  the  island  of  Jersey  and  not 
elsewhere,  and  no  cause  of  action  by  the  plaintiff  against 
her  arose  in  respect  of  the  breach  of  a  contract  made  in  any 
other  place  than  the  island  of  Jersey,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
and  defendant  were  both  natives  of  Jersey  where  they  were 
domiciled.     This  affidavit  was  sworn  before  J.  Le  Bailly, 

VOL.  lY.— N.  8.  B  B  EXCH. 
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one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  Royal  Coart  of  Jeisej. 
There  was  also  an  affidavit  that  J.  Le  Bailly,  as  jurat  or 
magistrate  of  the  Royal  Court,  had  authority  to  administer 
an  oath,  and  his  handwriting  was  identified. 

In  an  affidavit  in  answer  the  plaintiff  swore  that  in  April, 
1856,  the  defendant  came  from  Jersey  to  London  and 
remained  for  some  little  time,  during  which  he  was  con- 
stantly in  her  society:  that  while  there,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  (yourt,  the  defendant  promised  to  marry  the 
plaintiff  on  his  return  from  a  voyage  which  he  was  then 
about  to  make  to  India :  that  when  the  defendant  promised 
to  marry  him,  it  was  agreed  that  when  the  marriage  was 
solemnized  they  should  take  a  house  and  reside  in  London: 
that  the  defendant  had  refused  to  perform  her  promise,  and 
her  refusal  to  do  so  was  contained  in  several  letters  received 
by  the  plaintiff  in  London. 

Mathfw  shewed  cause  (a). — This  is  an  application  to 
set  aside  a  writ  of  summons,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the 
18th  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  cause  of  action  which  arose 
within  the  jurisiliction  of  the  Court  The  writ  is  regular.  la 
Forbrs  T«  Smith  (h)^  which  was  a  case  similar  to  the  present, 
I\irkf^  R.f  said : — *"  The  statute  does  not  require  either  a 
statonKMU  in  the  writ  iisclt,  or  an  affidavit  before  issuing  it, 
thxt  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
suix^rior  C^ourT$.  Therefore  there  is  no  irregularity  in  the 
writ  i(5^^if«  ;ihhoii«rh  the  substituted  mode  of  proceeding 
under  it  ctnild  not  be  applied  unless  the  caiue  of  actioQ 
aiu»>  wiihin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Coort,''  &c  If  there  if 
iH>  cause  of  acti%>n  within  the  jurisdiction,  the  aection  in 
qoe^tk^i  )M\^vide$  an  adequase   protection   by   malring  it 
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essential,  in  order  to  enable  tbe  plaintiff  to  proceed,  that  he        1859. 
should  satisfy  a  Judge  "  by  affidavit  that  there  is  a  cause       ^^^-^ 
of  action  which  arose  witbin  the  jurisdiction.*'     Under  the  e. 

PlOOT. 

old  practice  the  plaintiff  might  have  proceeded  to  outlawry. 
Secondly,  there  was  a  confirmation  of  tbe  promise  and  a 
breach  within  the  jurisdiction.  That  constitutes  a  cause  of 
action.  [^BramtDell,  B. — ^I  doubt  whether  it  is  more  than 
evidence  of  a  prior  promise.] 

Field,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  writ  ought  to  be 
set  aside.  It  could  not  have  been  issued  except  under  the 
provisions  of  the  18th  section,  and  it  can  only  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  being  served  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  The 
plaintiff's  affidavit  does  not  contradict  the  defendant's  oath 
that  the  cause  of  action  did  arise  in  Jersey.  If  there  was  a 
binding  contract  previously  existing,  the  further  promise 
when  the  parties  were  in  London  was  a  mere  nudum 
pactum. 

Cur,  adv.  vult. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  now  said : — This  was  a  case  in  which  a 
writ,  issued  out  of  this  Court,  was  served  in  the  island  of 
Jersey.  The  plaintiff  was  called  upon  by  the  rule  to  shew 
cause  why  the  writ  and  service  of  it  in  Jersey  should  not 
be  set  aside.  The  defendant,  a  resident  in  Jersey,  made 
tbe  application  on  the  ground  that  the  cause  of  action  did 
not  arise  in  this  country.  The  18th  section  of  the  Common 
Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  which  enables  plaintiffs  to  sue 
persons  who  are  abroad  by  issuing  writs  from  the  Courts 
of  this  country,  and  serving  them  out  of  the  jurisdiction, 
requires  that  the  cause  of  action  shall  arise  in  this  country 
and  not  abroad.  The  defendant  applied  to  the  Court  to 
set  aside  the  writ  and  the  service  of  it,  very  distinctly  stating 
that  the  cause  of  action  did  not  arise  in  this  country.  Cause 
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was  shewn,  and  an  affidavit  was  produced  on  the  part  of  tie 
plaintiff,  the  object  of  which  was  to  shew  that  the  cause  of 
action  did  arise  in  this  country.  On  reading  the  affidavit 
we  think  that  the  answer  is  not  made  out  in  so  satisfac- 
tory a  manner  as  to  induce  the  C^ourt  to  be  of  opinion  that 
the  cause  of  action  really  did  arise  in  this  country.  We 
arc  very  much  inclined  to  think  that  it  did  not :  it  is  pen- 
tively  sworn  to  by  the  defendant,  and  the  answers  and 
explanations  of  the  plaintiff  are  by  no  means  satisfactory. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  made 

absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 


Apnl  16. 


The  Army 
Works  Corps, 
which  served 
in  the  Crimea 
under  an 
agreement  with 
the  Gofem- 
ment,  are  not 
soldiers, 
although  sub- 
ject to  the 
provisions  of 
the  Mutiny 
Act,  19  &  20 
Vict.  c.  10 ; 
and  therefore 
the^  are  not 
entitled  to  the 
certificate  of 
discharj^e 
required  hj 
the  Articles 
of  VVar  to  be 
giTen  to  dis- 
missed soldiers. 


CooK  V.  Paxton. 

XxCTlON  for  the  breach  of  an  agreement  to  employ  the 
plaintiff  as  one  of  the  civil  engineering  corps  in  the  Crimea. 
— The  first  count  of  the  declaration  set  out  the  agree- 
ment {a)f  andy  after  averring  that  the  plaintiff  joined  the 
corps,  embarked  for  the  Crimea,  and  had  done  all  things 
on  his  part  to  entitle  him  to  be  employed  for  two  years, 
alleged  as  breaches  that,  although  no  notice  was  given  to 
the  plaintiff  that  his  services  were  dispensed  with,  the 
defendant  would  not  continue  to  employ  the  plaintiff  until 
the  expiration  of  two  years,  and  did  not  during  such  period 
supply  him  with  rations  or  pay  his  wages. — There  was  also 
a  count  for  work  and  labour. 

Plea  to  the  first  count — That,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  period  of  two  years  in  that  count  mentioned,  the  de- 
fendant provided  the  plaintiff  with  a  free  passage  to  England, 
and  gave  notice  to  the  plaintiff  that  his  services  were  dis- 
pensed with,  and  paid  the  plaintiff  the  gratuity  of  16/.  and 

(a)  Post,  p.  869. 
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his  wages  up  to  the  time  of  his  discharge ;  and  thereby, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  two  years,  and 
before  the  committing  by  the  defendant  of  the  alleged 
breach  of  the  agreement,  the  agreement  was  terminated 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  same. — To  the  other  count : 
Never  indebted. — Issues  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin,  6.,  at  the  London  Sittings 
after  last  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  and  a 
number  of  other  men  were  employed  by  the  defendant, 
who  acted  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  serve  in  the 
Army  Works  Corps  during  the  war  in  the  Crimea.  On 
the  1st  November,  1855,  the  plaintiff  signed  the  agreement 
declared  on,  which  was  as  follows : — 

«Na  3619. 

*'  Name  of  person  engaged — John  Cook, 

"  Army  Works  Corps. 
"  Articles  of  Agreement. 
"  Whereas  her  Majesty's  Government  have  directed  Sir 
Joseph  Paxton  to  organize  and  dispatch  to  the  Crimea  a 
civil  engineering  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
operations  of  the  allied  forces  in  conducting  and  carrying 
on  the  present  war :  And  whereas,  William  Thomas  Doyne, 
Esq.,  civil  engineer,  has  been  recommended  by  the  said 
Sir  J.  Paxton,  and  has  been  commissioned  by  her  Majesty 
to  get  together  and  form  such  engineering  corps^  and,  when 
formed,  to  superintend  and  take  the  command  of  the  same : 
Now  these  presents  witness,  that  the  undersigned  persons 
do,  and  each  of  them  doth,  hereby  agree  with  the  said 
Sir  J.  Paxton,  and  also  with  the  said  William  Thomas 
Doyne,  and  with  the  officer  in  command  of  the  said  corps 
for  the  time  being,  to  join  the  said  corps  and  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  said  W.  T.  Doyle  and  of  the  officer  in 
comrnand  of  the  said  corps  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
they  will,  whenever  required,  upon  a  free  passage  being 
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provided  for  them  for  that  purpose,  embark  for  the  seat  of 
war ;  and,  upon  their  arrival  there,  be  employed  with  the 
Ordnance,  or  otherwise,  in  assisting  the  operations  of  the 
allied  forces  in  the  Crimea,  or  elsewhere ;  and  will  in  all 
things  act  under  and  conform  to  the  orders,  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  be  laid  down  and  given  by  the  oflScer  in  command 
of  the  said  corps  for  the  time  being,  or  by  those  placed  by 
the  said  officer  in  authority  over  them,  in  the  execution  of 
all  works  required  to  be   executed  by  ihem  ;   and  will 
promptly  and  faithfully  execute  all  orders  to  the  best  of 
their  skill  and  ability,  and  conduct  themselves  soberly  and 
steadily ;  and  will,  in  all  things  connected  with  the  execo^ 
tion  of  the  said  works,  submit  to  such  r^ulations  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  proper  authorities ;  and  shall  and  will, 
while  this  engagement  lasts,  be  subject  to  the  Mutiny  Ad 
and  the  Articles  of  fVar  for  the  time  being  in  force.     And 
the  said  Sir  J.  Paxtou  and  W.  T.  Doyne  do,  and  each  of 
them  doth,  hereby  agree  with  the  undersigned,  and  each  of 
them,  that  they  shall  be  supplied  with  an  outfit  on  going 
on  board  ship,  and  with  a  free  passage  to  the  seat  of  war; 
and  shall  be  employed  in  the  capacity  stated  opposite  their 
names  respectively  in  such  corps  as  aforesaid  for  a  period 
of  two  years ;  and,  from  and  after  their  embarkation  on 
board  ship,  they  shall  be  supplied  with  rations  of  the  like 
quantities  and  qualities  as  shall  be  supplied. to  the  soldiere 
in  her  Majesty's  army  with  whom  they  shall  be  serving, 
and  shall  receive,  in  addition,  wages  for  such  services  at 
the  rate  per  week  (a)  suted  opposite  their  names  respect- 
ively, with  a  pensioQ  the  same  as  is  paid  in  the  army  in 
case  of  disability.     And  the  underagned  do^  and  each  of 
them  doth,  hereby  acree  that  thcT  will  continue  in  the 
service  of  the  said  W,  T.  Doyne,  and  of  the  oflBcer  io 

t«>  TVi»  wm»  24iu   tfnan    Uie      vntO  tW  dajr  of  emlMrkation  fir 
uw  of  making  tW  i^ygqaent      t^aiBea,aBd  after  tkaftdm/Mi. 
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command  of  tbe  said  corps  for  the  time  being,  for  such        1859. 
period  of  two  years,  and  for  a  further  period  of  one  year,      ^''~^' 
after  the  expiration  of  such  two  years,  if  required  by  the  »• 

said  W.  T.  Doyne  or  such  officer  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
undersigned  do,  and  each  of  them  doth,  further  agree  that  ' 
the  said  Sir  J.  Pazton  or  the  said  W.  T.  Doyne,  or  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  said  corps  for  the  time  being, 
may  at  any  time  during  such  period  of  two  years  and 
further  period  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  give  notice  to  them, 
or  any  of  them,  that  their  services  are  dispensed  with ;  in 
which  event  or  at  the  expiration  of  this  agreement  by 
effluxion  of  time,  each  of  the  undersigned  shall,  if  his 
conduct  is  approved  by  the  said  W.  T.  Doyne  or  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  said  corps  for  the  time  being,  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  amount  of  gratuity  (a)  stated  opposite  their 
names  respectively.  And  the  said  Sir  J.  Paxton  and  W.  T. 
Doyne  further  agree  that,  upon  the  termination  and  fulfiU 
ment  of  this  agreement,  the  undersigned  shall  be  provided 
with  a  free  passage  to  England.  And  the  undersigned 
further  agree  that,  until  they  are  requested  to  embark  for 
the  seat  of  war,  they  will  execute  such  work  as  may  be 
required  by  the  said  Sir  J.  Paxton,  or  by  such  person  or 
persons  as  may  be  placed  by  the  said  Sir  J.  Paxton  in 
authority  over  them,  receiving  wages  for  such  work  at  the 
rate  per  week  stated  opposite  their  names  respectively. — 
Witness  the  hands  of  the  parties,  &c.** 

On  the  1st  December,  1855,  the  plaintiff  embarked  for 
the  Crimea,  where  he  served  under  the  agreement  until 
the  27th  April,  1856,  when  he  was  ordered  to  go  on  board 
a  vessel  which  sailed  for  England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead 
about  the  19th  May.  On  his  arrival  he  was  paid  21.  to 
enable  him  to  proceed  to  London.  He  was  then  directed  to 
go  to  the  Crystal  Palace  at  Sydenham,  which  he  did  on  the 

(a)  This  was  16/. 
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1859.        23rd  May,  and  there  he  was  paid  his  wages  up  to  the  day 

'^^  "^      of  landing  and  received  a  gratuity  of  16i     He  afterwards 

9.  went  to  a  government  office  at  Whitehall  and  applied  finr 

]*AXTOH* 

his  discharge,  but  could  not  get  it.  He  then  applied  to  the 
defendant  for  his  discharge  and  his  pay  up  to  the  time  it 
was  given.  This  was  refused,  as  the  government  required 
that  the  discharge  should  be  dated  on  the  day  of  his  arrival 
in  England. 

It  was  objected  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  first 
plea  was  not  proved,  since  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  his 
discharge  under  the  Mutiny  Act.  The  learned  Judge 
reserved  the  point,  and  having  left  the  questions  to  the  jury, 
they  found  that  the  plaintiff  had  notice  of  his  discharge  on 
the  23rd  May  and  was  entitled  to  his  wages  up  to  that 
day ;  and  a  verdict  was  given  for  him  with  40«.  damages. 

Lush  now  moved  to  increase  the  damages,  the  amount  to 
be  assessed  by  the  Master. — The  Mutiny  Act  in  force  when 
this  agreement  vras  signed  (18  &  19  Vict.  c.  11),  would  not 
include  this  corps ;  but  by  the  Mutiny  Act,  19  &  20  Vict, 
c.  10,  s.  2,  **  All  the  provisions  of  the  Act  shall  apply  to  all 
persons  who  are  or  shall  be  serving  in  the  Land  Transport 
Corps  or  Army  Works  Corps.**  By  section  1,  her  Majesty 
is  empowered  ^to  make  Articles  of  War  for  the  better 
government  of  her  Majesty's  forces,"  &c. ;  and  one  of  the 
articles  made  under  that  section  is, — '*  Soldiers  having  been 
duly  enlisted  and  sworn  shall  not  be  dismissed  oin*  service 
without  a  certificate  of  dischaige."  The  pliuntiff  has  never 
been  di^chaigcd  from  the  senrice,  and  consequently  is  liable 
to  lx^  arrcisted  at  any  time  and  ponished  as  a  deserter. 


I\>LLOCK,  C^  R— It  is  dear  to  my  mind  that  this  corps 
>Kx^re  not  ;(<>kiieis.  They  were  made  amenable  to  the  last 
Mutiny  Act«  in  orxkr  that  they  might  be  under  that  dis- 


EASTER  TERM,    22    VICT. 

cipline  which  is  necessary  for  an  army;  but  they  were  not 
enlisted  as  soldiers,  nor  are  they  liable  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  Crimea  or  treated  as  deserters.  Indeed,  if  they  were 
soldiers,  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  maintain  an  action  for 
their  pay.  My  brother  BramweU  concurs  in  this  view,  but 
as  my  brother  Martin  thinks  the  matter  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, you  may  take  a  rule  if  you  think  fit 
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Bramwell,  B. — I  think  that  these  men  were  not  soldiers, 
but  even  if  they  were  they  could  not  rely  on  that  clause  in 
the  Articles  of  War.  It  is  not  a  provision  for  their  benefit, 
but  a  direction  by  her  Majesty  to  the  person  who  discharges 
them. 

Lush  asked  for  time  to  consider  whether  he  would  take 
a  rule,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  stated  that  he  declined  to 
do  so. 


Godwin  r.  Cullby. 
Edwards  and  Godwin  v.  Culley. 


May  5. 


J.N  the  first  of  the  above  actions,  the  first  count  of  the  iq  i847,  the 
declaration  was  on  a  covenant  by  the  defendant  to  pay  the  ^*J!^  ioliclton 
plaintifi^  100/.,  with  interest,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1848.—  defe^mnoo/. 
The  second  count  was  on  a  promissory  note  made  by  the  ^J  *  mortgage, 

missory  note, 
and  thej  bad 
also  a  claim  af  amst  him  for  costs.  In  1857,  the  defendant  wrote  to  the  plaintiffs  as  follows : — 
**  Sept.  26.  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  received  jours  this  morning.  I  am  goinf  to  leave  my 
situation  on  the  1st  November,  and  when  the  policy  is  paid  on  the  29th  October,  I  hope  that  you 
will  have  the  whole  of  your  account  ready  for  me,  as  I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  that  day.'* — 
*  Oct.  25.  Mr.  v.,  when  here  on  Saturday,  stated  that  the  amount  due  against  me  was  about 
280/.  Of  course  this  includes  the  100/.  and  interest  that  I  had  some  years  since,  and  the  40/L 
promissory  note  that  I  jointly  signed  with  the  late  Mr.  B.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  you 
MTe  25/.  to  my  credit  that  Mr.  ¥.  paid  over  when  he  could  not  complete  the  purchase  of  the 
property  in  the  Uigh  Street.** — HM,  a  suflBcicnt  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  to  take  the  case 
oot  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 
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defendant  and  one  H.  Birt,  deceased,  for  pajrmeDt  to  the 
plaintiff  on  demand  of  40/L  and  interest* 

The  defendant  pleaded  to  the  second  count,  that  the 
alleged  cause  of  action  did  not  accrue  within  six  yean 
before  this  suit. — Upon  which  issue  was  joined.  Judgment 
by  default  was  signed  on  the  first  count. 

At  the  trial,  before  Bramwdly  R,  at  the  Middlesex 
Sittings  in  last  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff 
and  one  Edwards,  who  were  in  partnership  as  solicitors  at 
Winchester,  had  been  concerned  for  the  defendant  fer 
several  years.  In  the  year  1847,  the  plaintiff  lent  to  the 
defendant,  of  the  partnership  monies,  lOOJL  on  a  mortgage^ 
which  contained  the  covenant  declared  on  in  the  first  count, 
and  40/.  on  the  promissory  note  mentioned  in  the  second 
count  The  firm  had  also  a  claim  against  the  defendant  for 
a  bill  of  costs.  In  order  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  Statote 
of  Limitations,  the  plaintiff  gave  in  evidence  the  following 
letters  written  bv  the  defendant  to  the  firm : — 

m 

"  19,  Liverpool  Street,  London, 
**  Gentlemen,  «  Sept  26,  1857. 

"I  wish  to  inform  you  that  1  received  yours  this 
morning.  I  am  going  to  leave  my  situation  on  the  1st 
November,  1857,  and  when  the  policy  is  paid  on  the  29th 
October,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  whole  of  your  accounts 
ready  for  me,  as  I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  that  day. 

"Yours,  &C. 

"  Alfred  CuUey.» 

**  19,  Liverpool  Street,  King's  Cross^  London. 
**  Gentlemen,  «  Oct  5,  1857. 

*^  Mr.  Venthanu  when  here  on  Satordav,  slated  that 
the  anKMint  due  against  me  was  about  2S0L  Of  coniae  this 
includes  the  UX\L  and  interest  that  I  had  some  years  «nce, 
and  the  4iV.  pcv«nissorT  note  that  I  jointly  eigacd  with  the 
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late  Mr.  Henry  Birt  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  you 
have  25L  to  my  credit,  that  Mr.  Young  paid  over  when  he 
could  not  complete  the  purchase  of  the  property  in  the 
High  Street.  «  Yours,  &c. 

"Alfred  Culley,'* 

It  was  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  the 
above  letters  were  not  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the 
liability  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 
The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  re- 
serving leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict 
for  him. 

Slade^  in  the  same  term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly ; 
against  which 

Collier  and  Karslake  now  shewed  cause. — The  letters  are 
a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  to  take  the  case 
out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  In  the  first  letter  the 
defendant  asks  the  plaintiff  to  have  his  account  ready  by 
a  certain  day.  In  the  second  letter  the  defendant  admits  in 
terms  that  the  amount  due  from  him  to  the  plaintiff  is  about 
2802L;  and  that  this  is  composed  of  three  items,  the  lOOZ. 
and  interest,  secured  by  the  deed,  the  40/.  due  on  the  pro- 
missory note,  and  the  remainder  for  costs ;  and  the  defend- 
ant claims  to  have  credit  for  25/.  [Channell,  B. — It  amounts 
to  this — I  owe  you  this  debt  and  I  will  pay  it  you,  but  I 
want  25L  deducted.]  In  Sidwell  v.  Mason  {a)  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  held  a  sufficient  acknowledgment: — "  I  have 
received  your  bill.  It  does  not  specify  sufficiently  to  which 
cottages  the  work  is  done,  for  instance  (as  to  some  of  the 
items)  I  do  not  know  where  all  this  is  done.  I  shall  feel 
obliged  if  you  will  more  particularly  explain.  It  is  my 
wish  to  settle  your  account  immediately,  but  being  at  a  dis- 
tance I  wish  everything  explicit  and  correct    I  have  asked 

(a)  2  H.  &  N.  306. 
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1859.  H.  to  mark  the  agreements  and  send  them  to  me,  and  I 
will  return  them  by  the  first  post  with  instmctions  to  paj  if 
correct,"  Bramwdl^  B.,  there  said,  "It  is  enough,  if  there 
is  an  acknowledgment  unaccompanied  by  expressions  which 
control  its  effect."  [ChantieOy  B.— The  acknowledgment 
must  be  in  terms  so  dbtinct  and  unqualified,  that  a  promise 
to  pay  on  request  may  be  reasonably  inferred  from  it :  Chitty 
on  Contracts,  p.  726,  6th  ed]  In  Rackham  ▼.  MarriM{a) 
there  was  no  definite  promise  to  pay,  but  merely  an  expres- 
sion by  the  defendant  of  a  hope  that  at  some  future  period  be 
might  be  enabled  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement.  InGrf- 
lU  V.  Stack  {b)y  the  plaintiff  having  applied  to  the  defendaot 
for  payment  of  a  debt,  the  defendant  wrote  in  answer, — **  I 
shall  repeat  my  assurance  to  you  of  the  certainty  of  your 
being  repaid  your  generous  loan.  Let  matters  remuo  as 
they  are  for  a  short  time,  and  all  will  be  right.  The  woiks 
1  have  been  appointed  to,  but  they  are  not  yet  worked  with 
the  full  complement  of  labour;  this  term  will  decide  the 
matter:"  and  that  was  held  a  sufficient  acknowledgment. 
Waller  v.  Lacy(c)  is  an  authority  that  the  amount  need 
not  be  specified  in  the  acknowledgment — They  also  referred 
to  Hart  V.  Prendergast  {d), 

Sladey  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  words  of  the  9  Gea  4, 
c.  14,  s.  1,  are,  that  "no  acknowledgment  or  promise  by 
words  only  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,"  &c.,  "  unless  such 
acknowledgment  or  promise"  shall  be  in  writing.  In  order  to 
revive  the  liability  of  the  debtor  after  the  expiration  of  six 
years,  by  a  subsequent  acknowledgment  or  promise,  there 
must  be  proof  of  some  writing  signed  by  himself,  either 
containing  an  express  promise  to  pay  the  debt,  or  being  in 
terms  from  which  an  unqualified  promise  to  pay  is  iieces- 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  234.  (c)  1  Man.  &  G.  54. 

(b)  1  H.  &  N.  605.  i^d)  14  M.  &  W.  741. 
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sarilyto  be  implied:  Jervis^s  New  Rules,  p.  350,  note.  The 
second  letter  is  merely  a  statement  by  the  defendant  that 
the  plaintiff's  agent  had  called  on  him  and  said  that  the 
amount  due  against  the  defendant  was  280/.  Such  a  state- 
ment made  by  word  of  mouth,  before  the  9  Geo.  4,  c.  14, 
would  not  have  been  sufficient.  A  petition  to  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  under  the  7  &  8  Vict  c.  70,  signed  by  an 
insolvent,  is  not  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  a  debt  set 
out  in  his  schedule,  so  as  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  Statute 
of  Limitations:  Everett  v.  Robertson  {a).  That  case  shews 
that  there  may  be  a  most  unqualified  admission  of  the  debt, 
and  yet  it  may  not  be  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the 
statute.  [^Martin,  B. — It  has  been  decided  that  an  admis- 
sion to  a  third  person  is  not  sufficient  Pollock^  C.  B. — It 
most  be  an  admission  from  which  a  promise  to  pay  may  be 
inferred.]  Here  there  is  no  unqualified  admission :  the 
defendant  informs  the  plaintiff  that  his  agent  has  said  that 
the  debt  is  280/.,  and  he  asks  the  plaintiff  whether  that 
includes  certain  claims.  If  an  admission  at  all,  it  is  an 
admission  of  the  bill  of  costs,  and  that  is  not  due  to  the 
plaintiff,  but  to  him  and  his  partner. 
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Edwards  and  Godwin  v.  Cullby. 

lliis  was  An  action  to  recover  83/.  Ss.  4td.y  being  the 
balance  of  the  plaintifis'  bills  of  costs,  as  solicitors,  after 
giving  credit  for  25/.  and  21,  l\s.  8d.  received  on  account  of 
defendant.  The  same  question  was  raised  as  to  the  Statute 
of  Limitations,  and  the  same  letters  were  in  evidence  as  in 
the  preceding  case.  A  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintifls 
for  the  amount  claimed,  and  leave  was  reserved   to   the 

(a)  2S  L.  J.  Q.  B.  23. 
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defendant  to  move  to  redoce  the  amount  by  the  items 
beyond  six  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
A  rule  nisi  having  been  obtained  accordingly. 

Collier  and  Karslake  now  appeared  to  shew  cause,  bat 
the  Court  called  on  Slade  to  support  the  rule,  and  he 
stated  that  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  his  aiigument  in  the 
preceding  case. 


Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  in  each 
case  ought  to  be  discharged.    Upon  a  comparison  of  all  the 
authorities,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  proper  construction 
of  the  9  Geo.  4,  c.  14,  viz.  that  what  would  formerly  hare 
taken  a  case  out  of  the   Statute  of  Limitations,  if  the 
acknowledgment  had   been  by   word  of  mouth,  is  now 
sufficient  if  the  acknowledgment  is  in  writing.     Then  the 
question  is  whether  the  acknowledgment  contained  in  these 
letters  would  have  been  sufficient  if  the  9  Grea  4,  c.  14, 
had  not  passed.     A  bare  acknowledgment  is  clearly  insufll- 
cient.    For  instance,  if  a  debtor  had  written  in  a  book  a 
private  memorandum  of  his  debt,  and  the  creditor  got  hold 
of  the  book  and  produced  it  in  Court,  that  would  not  be 
an  acknowledgment  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute, 
because   no   promise   to  pay  could   be  inferred   from  it 
There  must  be  an  acknowledgment  amounting  toa  promise, 
either  to  the  creditor  or  his  agent,  to  pay  the  debt     Mr. 
Slade  says  that  this  letter  cannot  be  an  acknowledgment  to 
the  plaintiff  in  the  first  action,  because,  if  an  acknowledg- 
ment at  all,  it  is  an  acknowledgment  to  him  and  his  partner. 
But  it  is  only  a  technical  rule  which  requires  all  co-con- 
tractors to  join  in  an  action ;  and  the  question  who  is  to 
bring  the  action  is  very  different  from  the  question  as  to 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt.     With  respect  to  that,  the 
defendant  refers  to  three  claims  which  he  admits  to  be  in 


EASTER  TERM,    22    VICT. 

existence:  be  admits  the  lOOL  and  interest,  the  40/.  due 
on  the  promissory  note,  and  a  further  claim  for  costs.  I 
think  that  is  a  sufficient  acknowledgment,  for  it  is  made 
under  such  circumstances  that  anybody  who  reads  it  would 
infer  a  promise  to  pay.  In  addition,  he  couples  it  with  a 
statement  that  be  is  entitled  to  credit  for  25/1,  and  therefore 
the  plaintiff  cannot  claim  the  whole  amount  of  2S0L  The 
letters  being  addressed  to  the  two  partners  all  difficulty 
with  respect  to  the  second  action  is  removed,  and  therefore 
in  each  action  the  rule  will  be  discharged. 
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Martin,  R — :I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  So  far  as  any 
definition  of  an  acknowledgment  is  necessary,  I  think  the 
one  given  by  my  brother  Bramtoell  in  the  case  of  Sidwell 
y.  Mason  (a)  is  the  best ;  but  we  must  always  go  back  to 
the  words  of  the  statute,  and  they  are  '^  that  no  acknow- 
ledgment or  promise  by  words  only  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  a  new  or  continuing  contract^  &c.,  unless 
such  acknowledgment  or  promise  shall  be  in  writing."  It 
is  therefore  clear  from  the  words  of  the  Act  that  the 
acknowledgment  must  be  such  as  to  have  that  effect,  and 
I  think  that  the  word  *^ promise"  shews  that  there  must  be 
a  promise  to  the  person  to  whom  the  acknowledgment  is 
made.  A  statement  to  a  third  person,  like  the  insertion 
in  a  schedule  of  the  debt,  would  not  be  that  species  of 
acknowledgment  which  the  statute  contemplates.  But  I 
agree  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  that  what  would  have 
been  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  before  the  9  Geo.  4, 
c.  14,  if  mada  by  word  of  mouth,  will  now  be  sufficient  if 
ia  writing.  Then  the  question  is  whether  these  two  letters 
are  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  I  do  not  put  the  first 
OQt  of  consideration,  though  I  think  the  second  is  of  itself 
sufficient.     If  the  first  letter  had  stood  alone,  perhaps  it 

(a)  2  H.  &  N.  306. 
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would  not  have  been  sufficient,  for  it  merely  amounts  to 
this — "  Some  accounts  are  due  from  me  to  you,  which  I 
wish  you  to  have  ready  on  a  certain  day,"  But  then  the 
defendant  writes  thus — "  Mr.  Ventham,  when  here  on  Sa^ 
turday,  stated  that  the  amount  due  against  me  was  about 
2S0L  Of  course  this  includes  the  1002.  and  interest  that  I 
had  some  years  since,  and  the  40/.  promissory  note  that 
I  jointly  signed  with  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Birt"  That  is,  I 
do  not  exactly  know  whether  2S0L  is  the  amount  which 
I  owe  you :  there  is  the  100/.  and  interest,  the  40/.  pro- 
missory note,  and  the  balance  b  the  account  you  have 
against  me  for  costs.  The  defendant  then  adds,  ''Of 
course  you  are  aware  that  you  have  25/.  to  my  credit" 
What  does  that  mean ?  ''I  owe  you  a  sum  which  is  said 
to  be  280/. ;  that  I  do  not  admit,  for  an  amount  of  25L 
must  be  taken  off  it**  That  is  clearly  an  acknowledgment 
that  a  sum  of  money  is  due  to  the  plaintiff,  from  which  the 
defendant  is  entitled  to  credit  for  25/. 


Bramwell,  B.—  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  both  rules 
ought  to  be  discharged.  These  cases  are  always  unsatis- 
factory, as  they  run  so  close  to  each  other;  and  for  this 
reason — the  statute  does  not  require  any  formal  document, 
but  any  writing  from  which  it  can  be  collected  that  there 
is  an  absolute  and  unqualified  acknowledgment  of  the  debt 
is  sufficient  Therefore  it  must  always  be  a  matter  of  un- 
certainty whether  the  particular  letter  brings  the  case 
within  the  rule.  I  agree  that  an  admission  to  a  third  per- 
son would  not  be  sufficient  In  Grenfell  v.  Girdlestone  (a) 
Alderson,  B.,  said,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  "  There 
must  be  that  from  which  a  continued  contract  may  be 
inferred.  If  a  man  were  to  write  a  letter  to  a  third  person 
acknowledging  a  debt,  that  would  not  take  it  out  of  the 

(a)  2  Y.  &  C.  676. 
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Statute."    Here  the  letters  are  addressed  to  the  plaintiffs 
in  these  actions.     Then,  is  there  anything  to  qualify  the 
acknowledgment  ?    In  my  opinion  there  is  not     It  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  two  certain  debts,  viz.  100/.  and  40/.,      edwabds 
and  an  uncertain  debt;  and  a  statement  that  25L  is  to  be       Godwin 
deducted  from  the  whole.  ^  '• 

CULLXT. 

Rule  discharged. 


Francis  Shand  and  A.  Shand  v,  William  Sanderson.       AprU2l. 

Declaration.— That  C.  Shand  &  Co.  caused  to  be  By  a  charter. 
shipped  at  Madras,  upon  a  ship  called  the  '^  Sanderson,"  between  the 
of  which  the  defendant  was  owner  and  one  J.  S.  was  mas-  H.^^asbip^as 
ter,  certain  bags  of  sugar,  and  thereupon  the  said  J.  S.,  as  proJ^dto*^ 
master,  and  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  as  owner,  made  and  ^^'■»  ^^ 

'  '  load  a  cargo 

executed  and  delivered  to  C.  Shand  &  Co.  a  certain  bill  of  ^^^^^  from  the 

agents  of  H., 

lading  for  the  said  bags  of  sugar  in  the  words  following,  and  being  so 

loaded  proceed 

that  is  to  say :  **  Shipped  in  good  order  and  well  condi-  to  London  and 

Uoned  by  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  in  and  upon  the  good  ship  same  on  being 

called  the  *  Sanderson,'  whereof  is  master  for  this  voyage  J^*3/.  j^,  ^ 

J.  S.,  and  now  riding  at  anchor  in  the  roads  of  Madras,  ^piain  to  sign 

and  bound  for  London,  3616  bags  sugar,  being  marked  and  fojl^hif  <ili'^ 

numbered  as  in  the  margin ;  and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  ^^J^^^^ 

like  good  order  and  well  conditioned  at  the  aforesaid  port  required, 

^  •  without  pre- 

of  London,  the  act  of  God,  the  Queen^s  enemies,  Rre,  all  judice  to  this 
and  every  other  dangers  and  accidents  of  the  seas,  rivers  c.  S.,  who 

J  •      ^-  i»      1    .  .  1  •    J  acted  as  agent 

and  navigation,  of  whatever  nature  or  kind  soever,  unto  of  H.  at  Madras 
order  or  to  assigns,  on  their  paying  freight  for  the  said  2be'^hw^° 

party,  by  his 
directions  pur- 


Londoo  who  represented  him,  were  entitled  to  the  sugar  on  payment  of  the  bill  of  lading  freight. 
VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  C  C  EXCH* 
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goods  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  sterling  per  ton  of  20  cvL 
net,  with  primage  and  average  accustomed.  In  witness 
whereof  the  master  or  purser  of  the  said  ship  hath  afiBnncd 
to  three  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date,  one  of 
which  bills  being  accomplished  the  others  to  stand  void 
Dated  in  Madras,  1857.     Weight  and  contents  anknowxi 

to  (Signed)  J.  S.**    And  afterwards,  and  after  the 

passing  and  coming  into  operation  of  the  18  &  19  Vict 
c.  HI,  C.  Shand  &  Ca  indorsed  the  said  bill  of  lading 
for  valuable  consideration,  and  the  plaintiffis,  before  the 
refusal  to  deliver  hereinafter  mentioned,  became  and  were 
the  indorsees  and  holders  of  the  said  bill  of  lading  for 
value,  and  entitled  to  the  property  in  the  said  bags  of 
sugar. — Averments :  that  the  said  bags  of  sugar  were  car- 
ried to  and  arrived  at  London  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
said  bill  of  lading ;  and  that  they,  the  plaintifls,  then  and  still 
being  the  indorsees  and  holders  of  the  said  bill  of  lading,  and 
entitled  to  the  delivery  of  the  said  bags  of  sugar  as  aforesaid^ 
were  ready  and  willing,  and  offered,  to  pay  freight  for  the 
said  bags  of  sugar,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  sud  bill  of 
lading,  and  to  have  the  same  delivered  to  them ;  and  the 
plaintifls  did  everything  on  their  part  to  be  done  and  eveiy- 
thing  happened  to  entitle  them  to  have  the  said  bags  of 
sugar  delivered  to  them  accordingly,  on  payment  of  the  said 
amount  of  freight :  Yet  the  defendant  would  not  deliver, 
or  permit  to  be  delivered,  to  the  plaintiffis  the  said  bags  of 
sugar,  except  on  payment  of  a  larger  amount  of  freight 
than  that  mentioned  in  the  bill  of  lading,  and  the  plaintifi 
were  compelled  to  pay  such  lai^r  amount  of  freight  m 
order  to  obtain  the  sugars. 

Fourth  plea. — That,  before  the  signing  of  the  bill  of 
lading,  a  charter-party  was  made  between  the  defendant 
and  one  Hicks,  respecting  the  employment  of  the  said 
in  the  voyage  in  the  bill  of  lading  mentioned,  which  was 
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follows  :  <^  It  is  this  day  mutually  agreed  between  William 
Sanderson,  owner  of  the  good  ship  or  vessel  called  the 
*  Sanderson,'  &c.,  and   G.  F.  Hicks,  &c.,   that  the  said    ^      «'• 

,  OAKDKB80V. 

ship,  being  tight,  staunch,  &c.,  shall  proceed  to  Madras 
and  receive  orders  to  load  there,  &c.,  and  load  from  the 
&ctor8  of  the  said  affreighters  a  full  and  complete  cargo  of 
lawful  merchandize,  &c. ;  and,  being  so  loaded,  shall  there- 
with proceed  to  Queenstown,  &c.,  for  orders  to  proceed  to 
London,  or  a  safe  port  on  the  Continent,  &c.,  and  deliver  the 
same  on  being  paid  freight  as  follows :  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
3L  15s.  sterling  per  ton  of  20  cwt  net  delivered,  if  discharged 
in  London ;  I0s»  per  like  ton  additional,  if  discharged  on 
the  Continent,  as  above,  for  rice,  sugar  and  saltpetre ;  other 
goods  in  proportion,  according  to  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company's  schedule  of  tonnage,  in  full  of  all  port 
charges  and  pilotages,  as  customary,  (the  act  of  God, 
the  Queen's  enemies,  restraints  of  princes,  &c.,  excepted). 
The  captain  to  sign  bills  of  lading  for  his  cargo  for  any 
rate  of  freight  required,  without  prejudice  to  this  charter- 
party.  The  freight  to  be  paid,  on  unloading  and  right  • 
delivery  of  the  cargo,  in  cash  at  two  months  from  date  of 
report  of  vessel  inwards  at  the  Custom  House,  London,  or 
io  cash  on  right  and  true  delivery  if  discharged  on  the 
Continent,  &&"  That  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  of  Madras,  acted 
as-  agents  for  Hicks  in  respect  of  the  charter-party,  and 
by  his  directions,  and  before  the  ship  arrived  at  Madras, 
purchased  sugars  to  load  on  board  the  ship :  that  the  ship 
arrived  at  Madras  and  was  loaded  with  the  said  sugars  by 
C,  Shand  &  Co. :  that  J.  S.,  as  master,  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant  as  owner,  at  the  request  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  as 
agents  of  Hicks,  and  according  to  the  terms  of  the  charter- 
party,  of  which  C.  Shand  &  Co.  then  had  full  notice,  signed 
the  bill  of  lading :  that  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  by  the  directions 
of  Hicks,  drew  for  the  cost  price  of  the  sugars  certain  bills 
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in  London  and  elsewhere  in  England,  well  known,  and 
approved  of  at  the  time  of  making  the  charter-party,  and 
of  which  Hicks  and  the  defendant  and  the  brokers  who    „      ^' 

^  Samdebson. 

iDfae  the  charter-party  had  notice,  the  words  "  the  freight 
to  be  paid,  on  unloading  and  right  delivery  of  the  cargo,  in 
cash  at  two  months  from  date  of  report  of  vessel  inwards  at 
the  Custom  House,  London,"  mean  that  the  freight  is  to 
be  paid  on  the  unloading  and  right  delivery  of  the  cargo 
to  the  consignee  in  caah,  but  that  if  the  cargo  is  delivered 
before  the  expiration  of  two  months  from  the  vessel's  report 
inwards  at  the  Custom  House,  London,  a  discount  is  to 
be  deducted  so  as  to  make  the  amount  paid  equal  to  cash 
at  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  vessel's  report  inwards 
4it  the  Custom  House,  London;  and  that  by  the  said  usage 
the  shipowner  has,  under  charter-parties  worded  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  said  charter-party,  a  lien  on  the  cargo  for 
the  freight  to  be  paid  according  to  the  terms  of  such 
charter-parties. 

Sixth  plea. — The  defendant  repeats  all  the  averments  in 
the  fourth  plea,  except  that  the  plaintifiB  constitute  the 
firm  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.  of  Madras :  that  the  plaintifis  act 
in  London  as  the  agents  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.  of  Madras, 
and  that  they  took  up  and  paid  the  said  bill  of  exchange, 
as  the  agents  of  the  said  firm  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  at  their 
request  and  for  their  honour,  and  with  full  notice  of  the 
terms  of  the  charter  party. 

Seventh  plea. — The  defendant  repeats  the  averments 
in  the  fifth  plea,  except  the  averment  that  the  plaintifis 
constitute  the  firm  of  C.  Shand  &  Ca  of  Madras :  that  the 
plaintiffs  act  as  agents  in  London  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.,  and 
took  op  and  paid  the  said  bill  of  exchange  as  the  agents  of 
C.  Shand  &  Ca,  and  at  their  request  and  for  their  honour, 
and  with  full  notice  of  the  terms  of  the  charter-party. 

Demurrer  and  joinder. 
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IH59.  BlacUmmy  in  soppoit  of  the  demurrer. — ^Bj  the  dwtcr- 

^^       party  between  the  defendant  and  ffick%  the  cafrtam  w» 
^  *-  empowered  to  sign  bills  of  lading  at  any  imle  of  frei|^ 

Then  comes  a  clause  which  would  give  no  lien  eren  ■ 
against  Hicks.     But  it  is  alleged  that  there  ia  a  lieo  bj 
custom  against  Hicks;  and  the  first  qoestioo  ia  whedier 
there  is  a   lien  against   the  plaintifi8»  hecauae   C   Shnd 
&  Co.  of  Madras  are  identified  with  Hicka.     Asmning 
that  there  is  a  lien  against  Hid^s,  there  ia  none  agaimt 
C.  Shand  &  Ca     C.  Shand  &  Co.  purchased  sugars  fior 
which   they  have   not  been   paid.     They  drew  bills  fcf 
the   price,   took   a  bill  of  lading  in   their   own    name^ 
and    indorsed    the    bills   of   exchange   and    the    ImU   cf 
lading  to  the  Oriental  Bank.     Faster  ▼•  Colby  (a)  shews 
that  as  against  the  bank  the  defendants  would  have  had  do 
lien.     Why  should  C.  Shand  &  Ca  be  in  a  less  favonble 
position  ?     They  had  purchased  sugars  which  had  never 
vested  in  the  charterers ;  they  therefore  stood  in  the  same 
position  as  the  plaintifi^  in  Faster  v.  Co^  (a).     There  is 
nothing  in  the  charter-party  to  prevent  the  charterer^ 
agents  from  entering  into  the  contract  contmned  in  the 
bill  of  lading.     ^Fhe  object  of  the  clause  providing  that  the 
captain  may  sign  bills  of  lading  at  any  rate  of  fireight  is  to 
enable  the  captain  to  bargain  with  any  persona  for  a  smaller 
rate  of  freight  than  that  mentioned  in  the  charter-party. 
If  the  charterer  himself  makes  two  contracts,  one  for  a 
larger  and  the  other  for  a  smaller  rate  of  fireight,  he  may 
bo   bound   to   pay  the   larger  rate.     But  if  the  contnct 
by  bill  of  lading  is  with  a  third  person,  it  makes  no  dif* 
forence  that  the  shipper  has  notice  of  the  charter-party, 
whore  it  empowers  the  master  to  sign  bills  of  lading  at  any 
mto  of  freight     In  the  cases  which  will  be  cited  on  the 
other  side  the  charterer  was  the  shipper,  and  aa  he 

(«)  3  H.  &  N.  705. 
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party  to  two  contracts,  as  against  hiita  the  larger  obligation       1359. 
would  be  binding.     As  to  the  fourth  and  sixth  pleas,  there      ^"^^^^ 
waa  no  lien  by  the  charter-party  even  as  aeainst  Hicks.  »• 

_  r        ./  c»  SamDERSOH. 

That  seems  to  be  settled  by  the  case  of  AUager  ▼.  The 
SH.  Kailunine*s  Dock  Company  (a).  As  to  the  fifth  and 
aeTenth  pleas,  the  custom  as  to  lien  is  only  stated  to  have 
ejtisted  io  England,  and  is  not  shewn  to  have  been  known 
to  the  shippers  at  Madras. — On  thb  point  he  referred  to 
Kirehnerr.  Venus  (b). 

MeUUh  (with  whom  was  Kemplay\  for  the  defendant — 
In  order  to  understand  this  case  it  is  necessary  to  consider 
the  position  of  C.  Shand  &  Co.  The  captain  was  to  sign 
bills  of  lading  "without  prejudice  to  the  charter-party." 
C.  Shand  &  Co.,  the  agents  of  the  charterer,  received 
orders  from  the  charterer  to  ship  sugars  and  to  draw  for 
the  price,  and  shipped  the  sugars  accordingly.  They 
riiipped  under  the  charterer's  orders,  and  in  the  character 
of  agents  of  the  charterer  required  the  captain  to  sign  the 
bill  of  lading.  Now  in  Foster  v.  Colby  {c)  and  OUkison  v. 
Middleton  (d)  it  was  decided  that  where  the  charterer's 
agent  has  procured  bills  of  lading  to  be  signed,  and  has 
indorsed  them  for  value,  the  shipowner  is  bound  to  deliver 
the  goods  to  the  indorsee  of  the  bill  of  lading  on  payment 
of  the  bill  of  lading  freight  The  power  to  sign  bills  of 
lading  at  any  rate  of  freight  is  given  to  enable  the  shipper 
to  raise  money  on  the  bills  of  lading  fi^om  third  persons. 
The  plaintiffs,  however,  merely  stand  in  the  position  of 
charterers*  agents.  [Menrtiih  B. — The  goods  belonged  to 
C.  Shand  &  Co.;  they  never  parted  with  the  posses- 
rion  of  them,  and  in  fiiet  were  holding  adversely  to  the 

(a)  14  M.  &  W.  794.  (c)  3  H.  &  N.  705. 

lb)  PriTjr  Coancil,  March  16,  (d)  2  C.  B.,  2^.  S.  134. 
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charterer :  Turner  v.  2T6«  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Doehid^ 

The  bills  of  lading  were  to  be  "  without  prejudice  to  the 

^      «'•  charter-party."     [Martiny  B.— That  means  without  prqo- 

SAKDKR80N.  r         .^  L  .  TT-    1-     1      CcWtk. 

dice  to  the  rights  of  the  shipowner  against  Hicks-J  '▼i*"- 
out  prejudice"  means  without  prejudice  to  any  rigpt  of 
lien.  C.  Shand  &  Co.  having  had  notice  of  the  chartif- 
party,  the  principle  of  Faith  v.  TTie  East  India  CompaMjH) 
applies.  In  Gkdstanes  v.  Allen  (c)  the  charterers  shipped 
goods  of  their  own,  for  which  the  captain  signed  bilb  of 
lading  at  a  specified  rate  of  freight.  Jervis,  C  J-*  s™: 
"  So  long  as  the  goods  remain  the  property  of  the  chartem«i 
or  of  their  agents  they  are  liable  to  the  lump  freight.  And 
I  do  not  think  the  clause  at  the  end  of  the  charter-party, 
authorizing  the  master  to  sign  bills  of  lading,  at  any  rate  of 
freight  without  prejudice  to  this  charter-party,  makes  any 
diflTercnce."  That  case  was  decided  upon  the  authority  of 
Small  V.  Moates  (rf>  The  case  of  AUager  v.  The  St.  Kaihar 
rine^s  Dock  Company  was  cited  to  shew  that  there  is  no  lien 
under  the  charter-party.  There  is  a  difference  between  the 
charter-party  in  the  present  case  and  that  in  the  case  cited. 
The  expression  ^*  freight  to  be  paid  in  cash  at  two  months 
from  the  date  of  the  report"  is  merely  a  short  expression  to 
signify  that  the  freight  is  to  be  paid  in  cash  equal  to  caA 
at  two  montliSy  that  is,  the  freight  is  to  be  paid  on  the 
unloading  and  right  delivery  of  the  cargo  in  cash. 

Blackburn  was  not  called  on  to  reply. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  plaintifis  are  entitled  to  judg- 
ment. The  claim  is  to  have  the  goods  delivered  without 
reference  to  a  lien  which  might  have  existed  under  the 
charter-party  had  it  not  been  for  the  bill  of  lading.     The 

id)  6  Exch.  543.  (r)  12  C.  B.  203.  220. 

ih)  4  B.  «E  Aid.  630.  (d)   9  Bing.  574. 
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defendant  says  the  plaintiff  was  aware  of  the  charter-party. 
But  there  is  a  distinction  between  this  case  and  Faith  ▼. 
The  East  India  Company  (a\  In  that  case  there  was  fraud ;  ^  «. 
here  none  is  found,  and  we  cannot  infer  it  Then,  what  is 
the  meaning  of  the  expression  ^^  without  prejudice  to  this 
charter-party?"  It  means,  not  that  a  right  of  lien  must  be 
presumed,  but  that  the  charter-party  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  waived,  and  that  all  rights  created  by  it  are  to  exist  as  a 
matter  of  contract,  though  they  do  not  attach  on  the  goods 
by  way  of  lien. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  If  the  goods 
were  Hicks's,  Mr.  MellisKs  argument  would  be  conclusive 
to  shew  that  the  right  of  the  shipowner  would  be  regulated 
by  the  charter-party ;  that  is,  assuming  the  payment  **  at 
two  months"  to  be  out  of  the  question,  he  would  liave  had 
a  right  to  hold  the  goods  till  the  charter-party  freight  had 
been  paid.  The  provision  in  the  charter-party,  that  the 
captain  is  to  sign  bills  of  lading  ^^at  any  rate  of  freight 
without  prejudice  to  the  charter-party,"  means  that  if 
the  captain  sign  bills  of  lading  at  a  lower  rate  of  freight, 
that  shall  not  affect  the  right  of  the  shipowner  to  recover 
the  sum  really  due  to  him.  Here  C.  Shand  &  Co.  were 
agents  of  Hicks,  the  charterer,  and  bought  goods,  intend- 
ing them  for  him,  but  declined  to  deliver,  or  transfer  the 
possession  of  them,  until  they  should  have  been  reimbursed 
the  cost  price.  The  question  is  whether,  as  between  them- 
selves and  the  shipowner,  they  had  a  right  to  make  a  bargain 
that  the  goods  should  be  carried  for  less  than  the  charter- 
party  freight  I  think  they  had.  They  were  in  the  same 
position  as  any  third  party  would  have  been.  The  pos- 
session of  the  goods  by  C.  Shand  &  Co.  was,  as  it  were, 
adverse  to  Hicks.   The  bargain  made  by  them  was  made  as 

(a)  4  B.  &  Aid.  630. 
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1850.       third  persons  for  their  own  advanUge,  and  I  think  that  thej 
'^^"^      ^^^  not  boundi  as  agents  for  Hicks,  to  sacrifice  their  own 
»•  position  as  being  in  possession  of  goods  which  they  had  psid 

for.  There  was  nothing  firaudnlent  in  calling  on  the  capttio 
to  sign  the  bills  of  lading  for  less  than  the  charter-party 
freight.  It  may  be  that  the  property  in  the  goods  bad 
Tested  in  Hicks ;  but  C.  I%and  ft  Ca  had  a  right  to  pro- 
tect themselves  as  they  have  done. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  case 
is  concluded  by  Foster  v.  Colby  (a),  C.  Shand  &  Co. 
had  goods  which  they  might  have  shipped  or  not;  the' 
captain  might  have  taken  the  goods  on  board  or  refused 
them  ;  if  he  was  bound  to  take  them  the  case  is  the  strongor 
against  the  defendant.  But,  assuming  that  be  had  an 
option,  he  elected  to  take  them  on  certain  teims^  and  it 
is  now  contended  that  he  was  not  bound  by  thoee  terms. 
That  cannot  be  the  law.  It  would  be  contrary  to  coDvenieoee 
and  common  sense.  If  the -goods  had  been  shipped  by 
Hicks  himself,  and  the  bill  of  lading  had  been  indoned  to 
the  present  plaintifis,  I  think  the  same  principlea  would 
have  applied.  It  cannot  be  said  that  as  it  is  ao  irrational 
to  (Hit  the  shipowner  s  agent  in  audi  a  position,  that  tht 
parties  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  meant  what  they  bkj. 


Chanx  BU.,  a— The  case  is  decided  by  Fa*r  V.  CbOy  (c> 
'l^re  is  no  substantial  distinctioii  between  that  caae  and  the 
prevent. 

Judgment  for  the  pUntifii 
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SnODIN  O.    BoYCE.  Map  12. 

X^ECLARATION  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  money  a  deed  of 

•  1    A  arrangement 

P*""»  »C,  underthe  224th 

Plea.— That  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  BSk^pfuw 
deed  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  for  8ix  calendar  months  9®°*^^*?i*"®° 

'  Act,  1849, 

and  upwards  next  immediately  before  the  suspension  of  ^*>»<*  proTidef 
payment  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  defendant  was  a  trader  tribation  of  the 

debtor's  estate 

liable  to  become  bankrupt  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes  in  the  same 
in  force  concerning  bankrupts,  and  resided  and  carried  on  luhad  bewnu 
business  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  London  District  Court  aoertab  day, 
of  Bankruptcy ;  and  that,  before  and  at  the  time  of  making  of  |^  J^  •^/*°'* 
the  said  deed,  the  defendant  was  indebted  to  divers  persons  •»T»ng«m«nt 

■^  must  proTide 

in  divers  sums  of  money,  and  was  then  unable  to  pay  the  ^oj-  the  dis- 

•^'  ^     ^-^  tributionofai/ 

same  in  full ;  and  the  defendant,  before  the  making  of  the  the  debtor's 

estate,  but  a 

said  deed,  and  after  the  passing  and  coming  into  effect  of  bankrupt  is 
the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  to  wit,  on  the  retain  certain 
19th  May,  1858,  as  such  trader,  suspended  payment,  and  ^^fei:  Per 
afterwards,  by  deed  of  arrangement,  made  after  the  passing  ^^^'  g" 
and  coming  into  effect  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Act,  to  ^^  ^tl^'^ 
wit,  on  the  1st  June,  1858,  between  the  defendant  of  the  O.  B.,  dis- 

sentiente. 

first  part,  W.  P.  Isaacson,  R.  B.  Whiteside,  J.  D.  Farmer 
and  W.  Denton  of  the  second  part ;  and  the  several  other 
persons  whose  names  and  seals  should  be  thereunto  set, 
being  creditors  of  the  defendant,  of  the  third  part ;  after 
reciting  (amongst  other  things)  that  it  had  been  agreed  that 
his  estate  and  effects  and  assets  should  be  wound  up,  liqui- 
dated and  administered  as  therein  and  herein  mentioned : 
It  was  witnessed  that  the  defendant  coyenanted  with  the 
parties  thereto  of  the  second  part,  and  each  of  them,  that 
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he,  the  defendant,  would  cany  on  or  wind  up  his  busineas  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  should 
direct  or  approve,  and  would,  during  the  continuance  of 
that  arrangement,  conduct  to  a  conclusion  the  liquidation 
of  all  the  business  and  affairs  in  which  he  was  then  in- 
terested for  the  benefit  of  his  said  creditors,  and  would  use* 
his  best  and  utmost  endeavours,  in  accordance  with  any 
directions  as  aforesaid,  to  sell  and  convert  into  money,  and 
collect  and  get  in  and  receive,  recover  and  liquidate,  all 
such  personal  estate,  debts,  monies,  goods  and  effects,  and 
other  interests  or  assets  belonging  or  owing  to,  or  to 
become  due,  owing  or  to  belong  to  him,  as  would  vest  in  or 
become  subject  to  the  disposition,  management,  control  or 
administration  of  the  Commissioners  in  bankruptcy,  or  of 
his  assignees  in  bankruptcy,  if  he  had  become  bankrupt  on 
the  said  19th  day  of  May  then  last  past,  and  obtained  his 
certificate  of  conformity  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  these 
presents;  and  it  was  by  the  said  deed  further  agreed  and 
declared  that  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  defendant  should 
be  administered  under  the  inspectorship  of  the  parties 
thereto  of  the  second  part,  and  the  said  monies  and  assets 
should  be  payable  and  distributable  to  and  amongst,  and  for 
the  benefit  of,  the  creditors  of  the  defendant,  in  such  and 
the  same  manner  as  the  same  would  be  payable  and  distri- 
butable as  if  he  had  been  adjudicated  bankrupt  on  the  said 
19th  day  of  May  then  last  past,  and  as  if  the  respectiye 
debts  of  the  creditors,  parties  thereto,  had  been  debts  duly 
proved  under  the  said  bankruptcy  on  the  said  1 9th  day  of 
May,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  any  securities  of  any  creditor; 
and  it  was  by  the  said  deed  further  agreed  and  declared 
that  if,  at  any  time  before  the  final  settlement  and  liquids* 
tion  of  the  defendant's  affairs,  a  majority  in  value  of  the 
creditors,  parties  thereto,  whose  debts  should  not  have  been 
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fully  satisfied,  should  so  require,  the  defendant  should  assign        1859. 
to  such  persons  as  should  be  named,  in  trust  for  the  benefit      ^T^*"'^*^ 
of  the  creditors  of  the  defendant,  according  to  the  provi-  ». 

sions  therein  contained,  such  part  of  the  estate,  effects  and 
assets  thereby  covenanted  to  be  liquidated  and  distributed, 
as  should  then  remain  undistributed,  in  trust  to  sell,  dispose 
and  convert  the  same  into  money,  and  to  receive  the  same, 
and  to  apply  the  produce  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  defendant  in  a  just  proportion,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  those  presents,  without  any  preference  or  pri- 
ority, and  in  full  satisfaction  thereof,  rendering  the  surplus 
(if  any)  after  full  satisfaction  of  the  said  debts  and  the 
expenses  of  the  trust,  to  the  defendant,  and  immediately 
upon  and  simultaneously  with  the  execution  of  such  deed 
or  deeds  of  assignment,  the  defendant  should,  by  force  of 
those  presents  alone,  be  released  and  discharged  from  all 
claims  and  demands  by  his  said  creditors  on  account  or  in 
respect  of  the  debts  due  to  such  creditors,  or  otherwise  in 
respect  of  the  premises,  and  these  presents  might  be  pleaded 
as  a  release  accordingly.  Provided  always,  and  it  was 
further  agreed  and  declared  by  the  said  deed,  that  in 
case  the  said  inspectors  should  at  any  time  before  a 
certain  day  certify  that  there  had  been  default  in  the 
observance  or  performance  of  the  covenants  therein  con- 
tained on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  or  that  a  sufficient 
proportion  of  the  defendant's  creditors  had  not  executed 
those  presents,  or  a  duplicate  thereof,  or  a  deed  of  similar 
effect,  then  that  the  said  deed,  except  as  to  all  things 
theretofore  made  or  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  should  be 
Toid.  And  it  was  further  witnessed  by  the  said  deed  that 
the  parties  thereto  of  the  third  part  did  each  of  them  cove- 
nant with  the  defendant  that  immediately  after  those  pre- 
sents should  be  discharged  fit)m  the  said  last  mentioned 
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1859.  proviio  for  making  them  void,  or  after  the  inspectors  should 
certify  that  the  said  liquidation  had  proceeded  sufficiently, 
and  such  an  assignment  (if  any)  as  should  be  required,  ss 
heretofore  mentioned,  should  have  been  made,  then  imme- 
diately and  simultaneously  with  either  of  the  said  cases 
happening,  they,  the  creditors,  parties  thereto,  would  re- 
lease and  discharge  the  defendant  from  all  and  all  manner 
of  actions,  suits,  claims  and  demands  whatsoever^  for  or  by 
means  or  on  account  of  all  and  every  or  any  of  the  debts 
due  to  them,  the  said  creditors ;  and  that  in  either  of  the 
cases  aforesaid  that  covenant  might,  without  the  execu- 
tion of  any  deed  or  instrument  of  release,  be  pleaded  and 
given  in  evidence  against  the  said  creditors,  or  any  of 
them,  as  an  actual  release.  And,  further,  that  unless  and 
until  those  presents  should  become  void  by  virtue  of  the 
proviso  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  set  forth,  they,  the 
said  creditors,  parties  thereto,  would  not  sue,  or  commence, 
or  prosecute  any  action  or  suit  against  the  defendant,  finr 
or  on  account  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  debt  or  debts 
then  due  and  owing  by  the  defendant  to  the  said  creditors, 
parties  thereto,  or  any  of  them ;  and  in  case  they^  the  said 
creditors,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  should  in  any  respect 
fail  to  observe  that  covenant,  then  and  in. such  case,  and 
immediately  thereupon,  the  debt  of  the  creditor  by  whom 
such  covenant  should  fail  to  be  observed  should  become 
absolutely  forfeited  or  extinguished,  and  altogether  irreco- 
verable in  law  or  equity  ;  and  such  creditor  should  thence- 
forth cease  to  be  entitled  to  any  claim  or  demand  in  respect 
thereof  either  by  virtue  of  those  presents  or  otherwise;  and 
that  covenant  should  accordingly  operate  and  enure  and 
might  be  pleaded  in  bar  as  a  good  and  effectual  release  and 
discharge  of  such  debt  And  the  defendant  says  that  no  per- 
son became  a  creditor,  nor  were  there  any  personal  eamii^ 
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of  him,  the  defendant,  between  the  said  19th  May,  1858,  and 
the  day  of  the  date  of  the  said  deed ;  that  he  had  not  then 
any  real  estate,  and  that  the  said  deed  provided  for  the 
digtribution  of  all  his  estate  and  effects  among  all  his  cre<- 
ditors;  and  that  the  said  deed  was  duly  signed  and  executed 
by  him,  the  defendant,  and  six-sevenths  of  his  creditors  in 
number  and  value,  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute, 
as  was  duly  certified  by  the  said  inspectors ;  and  that  the 
said  deed  did  not  become  void,  and  that  an  assignment  was 
duly  made  of  the  defendant's  estate  and  effects  to  trustees 
for  distribution  amount  all  his  creditors,  in  conformity  with 
the  said  deed ;  and  that  in  the  said  deed  it  was  stated  to 
be,  and  it  was  and  is,  an  arrangement  by  deed,  and  a  deed 
of  arrangement  between  the  defendant  and  his  creditors, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute;  and  that  the  said 
deed   and  assignment  always   have   been,   and  still  are, 
respectively  in  force,  and  that  the  defendant  has  continually 
hitherto  observed  and  performed  and  fulfilled  the  same, 
and  that  all  things  have  been  done  and  happened  and 
existed  to  entitle  him  to  the  bene6t  thereof.     And  the  de- 
fendant further  says  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the 
making^of  the  said  deed,  was  a  creditor  of  the  defendant  in 
respect  of  the  causes  of  action  in  the  declaration  mentioned 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute,  and  that  the  debts 
in  the  declaration  mentioned  were  debts  due  from  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
deed»  and  in  respect  of  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
receive  payment  according  to  the  said  deed ;  and  that  after 
the  aospension  of  payment  by  the  defendant  and  the  making 
of  the  said  deed  the  plaintiff  had  due  notice  thereof  respec- 
tively, and  was  requested  to  execute  the  said  deed,  and 
might  and  could  have  executed  the  same  if  he  would  And 
the  defendant  further  says  that  after  the  commencement  of 
this  suit,  and  within  three  months  from  the  plaintiff  having 
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such  notice  as  last  aforesaid  of  the  defendant's  said  suspen- 
sion of  payment  and  of  the  making  of  the  said  deed,  to 
wit,  on  the  I6th  daj  of  July,  1858,  the  said  London  Dis- 
trict Court  of  Bankruptcy,  upon  the  petition  of  the  defend- 
ant, being  such  trader  as  aforesud,  duly  certified  that  the 
said  deed  of  arrangement  was  duly  signed  by  and  on  bebilf 
of  such  majority  of  the  defendant's  creditors  as  is  required 
by  the  said  statute,  the  plaintiff  having  had  (and  the  de- 
fendant avers  that  he  had)  fourteen  days'  notice  of  the 
intended  application  for  the  said  last  mentioned  certificate^ 
whereby  and  by  reason  of  the  premises,  and  by  force  of  the 
statute  in  that  behalf,  the  said  deed  of  arrangement  then 
became  and  was,  and  is,  binding  and  obligatory  on  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  has  been  and  is  released  and 
discharged  fi-om  the  causes  of  action  in  the  dechiration 
mentioned. 

Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

Aspland  argued  in  support  of  the  demurrer  in  last  Hilary 
Term  (Jan.  17)  (a). — The  plea  is  bad  on  several  grounds. 
First,  the  deed,  which  is  a  deed  of  arrangement  under  the 
224th  section  of  the  12  &  13  Vict  c.  106,  does  not  provide 
for  the  distribution  of  all  the  defendant's  estate  amongst  all 
his  creditors.     The  estate  is  distributable  in  the  same  nuu- 
ncr  as  if  the  defendant  had  been  adjudicated  bankrupt  on 
the  19th  May  last.      But  in  the  case  of  bankruptcy  the 
defendant  would  be  entitled  to  retain,  for  the  use  of  himself 
and  his  family,  under  the  name  of  excepted  articles,  such 
articles  of  household  furniture,  and  tools,  implements  of 
trade  and  other  like  necessaries  as  he  should  specify  and 
select,   not  exceeding  in   the  whole   the   value   of  201L: 
17  &  18  Vict,  c  119,  s.  25.    March  v.  Warwick  {b)de' 

(a)  Before  Pollock,  C.  B.,  Martin,  B.,  Watson,  B.,  and  ChanneU,  B. 
(h)  1  H.  &  N.  158. 


EASTER  TERM,    22    VT(T. 

cided  that  a  deed  of  arrangement  which  excepts  from  the 
assignment  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  debtor  and  his  family 
is  void.     Cooper  v.  Thornton  (a)  and  Bloomer  v.  Darke  (6) 
are  also  authorities  that  a  deed  of  arrangement  must  pro- 
vide for  the    entire   distribution   of   the   trader's   estate. 
Besides,  this  deed  does  not  provide  for  the  distribution  of 
the  defendant's  real  estate,   or  of  his  personal  earnings, 
between  the  19th  May  and  the  date  of  the  deed.     The 
averment  in  the  plea  that  he  had  no  real  estate  and  that  he 
earned  nothing  during  that  period,  does  not  remove  this 
objection.     The  deed  ought  to  be  good  on  the  face  of  it  at 
the  time  it  is  intended  for  execution,  and  the  plaintiff  might 
lawfully  refuse  to  execute  such  a  deed.     Again,  the  estate 
is  not  distributable  amongst  all  the  creditors  but  those  only 
who  execute  the  deed.     In  Larpent  v.  Bibby  (c)  Parke,  B., 
expressed  a  strong    opinion   that  such   a  deed   is  void. 
Secondly,  the  deed  contains  a  covenant  by  the  defendant 
with  his  trustees  that  he  will  carry  on  his  business  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors.     The  effect  of  this  covenant  is  to 
render,  not  only  those  creditors  who  execute  the  deed,  but 
also  the  non-executing  creditors,  partners  in  the  business. 
Owen  V.  Body  {d)  shews  that  a  deed  which  contains  such  a 
stipulation  is  not  valid  against  the  creditors  who  do  not 
execute  it     Thirdly,  the  deed  provides  that  if,  at  any  time 
before  the  liquidation  of  the  defendant's  affairs,  a  majority 
in  value  of  the  creditors,  parties  thereto,  should  so  require, 
the   defendant   would  assign  the    undistributed   estate  to 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  and  that  immediately 
upon  such  assignment  the  defendant  should  be  released 
from  all  claims.     That  is  not  binding  on  creditors  who  arc 
not  parties  to  the  deed.     A  plea  setting  up  such  a  deed 

(a)  1  £.  &  B.  544.  also  Taylor  v.  Pearse,  2  H.  &  N. 

(6)  2  C.  B.,  N.  S.,  165.  36. 

(c)  5  n.  L.  Cas.  481.      See  (</)  5  A.  &  E.  28. 
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must  shew  that  it  amounts  to  a  release :  Tabor  ▼•  JEdwardt  (a} 
In  Macnaught  v.  RtL8seU{b)  the  deed  contained  a  coTenint 
that  the  creditors  would  not  take  any  proceedings  at  law 
against  the  defendant;  but  the  Court  held  that  valid  be- 
cause it  was  confined  to  the  creditors  who  executed  the 
deed. 

Thruppf  in  support  of  the  plea. — With  respect  to  tbe 
first  objection,  the  language  of  this  deed  is  substantially  tbe 
same  as  in  the  cases  o{  Macnauffhi  ▼•  Ru9sett(Jb)  and  Irvoj 
V.  Gray  (c).  The  deed  contemplates  that  all  creditors  will 
become  parties  either  by  their  execution  of  it  or  by  open- 
tion  of  law.  In  March  v.  Warwick  {d)  the  deed,  by  iti 
terms,  expressly  excepted  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  debtor 
and  his  family.  In  Cooper  ▼•  Thornton  (e)  the  trustees  to 
whom  the  debtor's  estate  was  assigned  were  empowered  to 
return  him  efiects  to  the  value  .of  20L  In  Bloomer  t. 
Darke  (/)  and  Tabor  v.  Edwards  (a),  there  was  merely  t 
general  averment  that  all  things  were  done  to  make  tbe 
deed  obligatory  on  the  creditors.  This  plea  avers  tbat 
there  was  no  real  estate,  and,  if  there  had  been,  tbe 
language  of  the  deed  is  sufficient  to  convey  it.  As  to  tbe 
objection  that,  by  this  deed,  the  creditors  who  have  not 
executed  it  may  be  made  partners  in  the  defendant's  bun- 
ness,  the  statute  contemplates  the  trader^s  business  being 
carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors. 

Aspland,  in  reply,  referred  to  Ex  parte  Calvert  {g). 

Martin,  B.,  now  said : — The  judgment  which  I  an 
about  to  deliver  is  that  of  my  brothers  Watson  and  ChamM 

(a)  4  C.  B.,  N.  S.,  1.  (e)   1  E.  &  B.  544. 

{h)  1  H.  &  N.  61 1.  (/)  2  C.  B^  N.  8^  165. 

(c)  3  H.  &  N.  34.  ig)  27  L.  J.  Bank.  42. 
(eO  1  H.  &  N.  158. 
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and  myself.  The  action  was  brought  to  recover  a  debt, 
and  the  defendant  pleaded  a  deed  of  arrangement  under 
the  224th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act, 
1849.  The  deed  is  in  a  form  which  I  have  never  seen 
before.  It  is  not  a  conveyance  of  the  trader's  property, 
but  it  is  a  covenant  by  him  with  his  trustees  that  he  would 
collect,  get  in  and  receive,  recover  and  liquidate  all  such 
personal  estate,  debts,  monies,  goods  and  effects,  and  other 
interests  or  assets  belonging  or  owing  to,  or  to  become  due, 
owing,  or  to  belong  to  him  as  would  vest  in  or  become  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition,  management,  control  or  administra- 
tion of  the  commissioners  in  bankruptcy,  or  of  his  assignees 
in  bankruptcy,  as  if  he  had  become  bankrupt  on  the  19th 
€£  May  then  last  Therefore  the  deed  is  nothing  more 
than  a  covenant  by  himself,  confined  to  his  personal  estate 
and  effects,  which  would  vest  in  his  assignees  if  he  had 
become  bankrupt  on  a  certain  day,  and  the  objection  which 
might  arise  on  account  of  the  omission  to  mention  real 
estate,  is  supposed  to  be  met  by  an  averment  that  he  had 
none.  No  doubt  the  clauses  in  the  Act  are  very  difficult 
of  construction,  but  we  think  that  this  case  is  concluded  by 
tbe  decisions  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  and  in  this 
Court.  The  case  in  this  Court,  March  v.  Warwick  (a), 
decided  that  a  deed  of  arrangement  which  excepts  from  the 
assignment  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  debtor  and  his  family 
18  void.  The  case  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Cooper 
▼.  TTwmton  (b),  decided  that  a  deed  which  conveys  the 
whole  of  the  debtor's  estate  to  trustees,  but  empowers 
them  to  give  back  to  the  debtor  effects  to  the  value  of  20/. 
is  also  void.  It  seems  to  my  brothers  Watson  and  Channel!^ 
and  myself»  that  these  two  cases  taken  together  decide 
tins  case,  for  under  a  bankruptcy  the  necessary  wearing 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  158.  (V)  1  £.  &  B.  544. 

DO  2 


400 


KXC^HKQUER   RBPOBTS. 


1859. 


Snodin 

V. 
BOTCE. 


apparel  of  the  bankrupt  is  reserved  to  him ;  and,  therefore, 
the  covenant  in  this  deed  does  not  extend  to  that.  If  those 
cases  are  law,  this  deed  is  void.  I  myself  think  that  there 
are  several  other  objections  to  the  deed,  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  mention  them.  There  will  therefore  be  judgment  fiir 
the  plaintiffs. 


Pollock,  C.  B. — I  differ  in  opinion  firom  the  rest  of  the 
Court.  The  only  difficulty  I  have  had  is  on  account  of 
the  general  nature  of  the  deed.  It  certainly  is  not  an 
assignment — whether  it  is  an  arrangement  under  the  statute 
is  another  question.  The  object  of  the  statute  was' to  give 
effect  to  certain  deeds  therein  mentioned,  some  of  whid 
are  deeds  of  inspection,  where  undoubtedly  there  is  not  an 
actual  assignment,  but  power  is  given  to  certain  inspecton 
to  dispose  of  the  property,  which  in  reality  has  the  effect 
of  an  assignment  It  is  difficult  not  to  come  to  the  conda* 
sion  that  the  statute  meant  to  give  effect  to  such  deeds; 
and  I  do  not  discover  anything  in  the  Act  which  makes  it 
necessary  that  the  property  should  be  actually  assigned. 
With  respect  to  the  objection  that  here  there  is  only  a 
covenant  to  convey  so  much  of  the  property  as  would  pass 
under  the  bankrupt  law,  I  beg  to  express  my  dissent.  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  the  case,  but  briefly  to  state  the 
reasons  why  I  cannot  assent  to  the  view  taken  by  the  rest 
of  the  Court.  The  question  turns  upon  the  constructioo 
of  the  12  &  13  Vict.  c.  106,  which  is  intituled  "An  Act 
to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  bankrupts;" 
and  there  is  then  a  re-enactment  of  all  that  belongs  to  the 
administration  of  the  bankrupt  law.  There  are  clauses 
with  respect  to  the  Commissioners  who  are  to  administer 
the  law,  with  respect  to  the  registrars,  the  accountants, 
official  assignees,  fees,  salaries,  the  building  in  which  the 
court  is  to  be  held ;  and  so  it  goes  through  the  entire  code 
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of  bankrupt  law.     The  matter  immediately  preceding  the 
224th  section  is  "with  respect  to  arrangements  between 
debtors  and  their  creditors  under  the  superintendence  and 
control  of  the  Court ;"  and  then  the  statute  goes  on  "  with 
respect  to  arrangements  by  deed,"  and  I  think   that  the 
legislature  contemplated  any  species  of  arrangement  what- 
ever; that  is,  any  arrangement  by  which  the  creditors  may 
be  satisfied  without  having  recourse  to  the  bankrupt  law 
enacted  in  the  former  part  of  the  statute.    There  is  nothing 
in  the  224th  section  which  makes  an  actual  assignment 
necessary ;  and  it  appears  to  me  to  apply  to  any  arrange- 
ment, whether  by  deed  of  this  description  or  by  actual 
assignment,  with  which  a  certain  number  of  the  creditors 
would  be  satisfied.     The  objection  made  upon  this  head  is 
that  the  arrangement  is  only  in  respect  of  so  much  of  the 
property  as  would  be  distributed  under  the  bankruptcy. 
Now,  whatever  may  have  been  decided  as  to  a  power  to 
retain  or  to  give  back  a  part  of  the  property,  I  cannot 
assent  to  this, —  that  when  in  a  statute  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a   debtor's  property  according  to   certain 
rules  in  bankruptcy  we  find  facilities  given  for  arrangement 
without  recourse  to  the  bankrupt  law,  we  should  hold  that 
arrangement  bad  which,  in  the  distribution  and  division  of 
the  property,  follows  the  very  law  to  which  these  provisions 
for  arrangement  are  appended  in  the  statute  in  which  we 
find  this  mode  of  doing  without  the  bankrupt  law.     This 
arrangement  is  made  in  the  pure  spirit  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  to  divide  all  that  a  bankruptcy  would  divide;   and 
I  cannot  think  that  when  the  act  of  parliament  intended 
that  arrangements  should  have  effect  given  to  them,  a  deed 
of  this  kind,  which  professes  to  follow  the  very  result  of  the 
bankruptcy  code,  is,  in  point  of  law,  void.     I  am  sorry  to 
differ  firom  the  rest  of  the  Court;  but  I  cannot  come  to  this 
conclusion    that  what  the  statute  says  in  the  former  part 
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of  it  should  become  wrong  when  carried  out  by  deed  of 
arrangement  or  inspection.  For  these  reasons  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  this  deed  is  Toid. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Map&. 


Elizabeth  Langton  o.  Higgins. 


In  January,        X  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  was  in  detinue  for 

1  QJEU      f^ 

afcreed  to  sell    cases  and  bottles  of  oil  of  peppermint.     The  second  count 
Ul  thVcrop^of    ^^  ^^  trover  for  the  same  goods. 

minf  i^wTJn       Plea8.-Fir8t :    not  guilty.     Secondly :  that  the  good. 
**^*j[™^|* *****  were  not,  nor  were  any  or  either  of  them,  the  plaintiff's  as 


per  pound.    In  alleged. 
September  C.  ^ 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin^  B.,  at  the  London  sittingp 
after  last  Hilary  Term,  the  following  facts  appeared: — ^The 
rne  piainun  plaintiff  was  a  wholesale  druggist  in  Liondon,  and  the 
and C. having'  defendant  was  a  wholesale  druggist  at  LiverpooL  For 
many  years  past  the  plaintiff  had  been  in  the  habit  of  con- 
tracting with  one  Carter,  a  farmer  at  Leverington  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, for  the  purchase  of  all  the  oil  of  peppermint  to 
be  distilled  from  the  crop  of  peppermint  which  might  be 
grown  on  his  farm  in  that  year.  The  contracts  were  msde 
completed  the  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  Carter  obtained  from  the 
bottles  he  sold  plaintiff  advances  in  respect  of  them.  On  the  27th  Januaiy, 
several  of         1858,  the  plaintiff  and  Carter  entered  into  the  following 

defrndln?^       agreement :~ 

The  plaintiff  «  London,  Jan.  27th,  1858. 

had  for  many 

{^u^ht^fVhi        "'T^®  undersigned,   Frederick    Carter  of  Leverington, 

crop  of  oil  of 

peppermint,  and  it  was  usual  for  C,  when  the  bottles  were  filled,  to  deliver  them  to  a  carrier  to 
t^e  to  a  railway  sution.  In  detinue,  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant,  for  the  bottles 
of  oil  of  peppermmt  delivered  to  him  i^ffeld,  that  the  putting  the  oil  in  the  plaintiffs  bottles 
was  an  act  of  appropriation  which  vested  the  property  in  the  plaintiff. 


wrote  to  the 

Elaintiff  for 
ottles  to  put 
the  oil  in. 
The  plaintiff 


weighed  the 
oil  put  it  in 
the  plaintiff's 
bottles,  label- 
led them  with 
the  weight, 
and  made  out 
invoices. 
Before,  how- 
ever, he  had 
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agrees  to  sell  to  Messrs.  William  Langton  &  Co.,  of  London, 
the  whole  of  his  crop  of  oil  of  peppermint  grown  in  the 
year  1858,  at  the  rate  of  21*.  per  lb.  „  «'• 

*^  ^  HlOGINS. 

"  But  should  the  said  crop  amount  to  250  bottles  of  oil, 
he  agrees  to  deduct  6(L  per  lb.  from  the  said  21*.  and 
above  that  quantity  Is.  per'tb.,  provided  the  Messrs. 
Langton  find  the  said  21«.  per  lb.  is  more  than  they  can 
reasonably  afford. 

**  This  agreement  is  made  upon  the  condition  that  Messrs. 

Langton  &  Co.  advance  the  said  Frederick  Carter  1000/. 

on  account  of  the  above  named  crop,  and  pay  the  amount 

due  at  the  time  of  delivery  by  two,  four  and  six  months 

bills. 

«  Fred.  Carter.** 

Previously  to  this  agreement  advances  had  been  made 
by  the  plaintiff  to  Carter  to  the  extent  of  310/.,  and  on  the 
day  the  agreement  was  signed  Carter  gave  to  the  plaintiff 
a  bill  of  sale  of  his  live  and  dead  stock,  crop  of  oil  of 
peppermint,  crops  of  corn,  furniture,  &c.,  as  a  security  for 
the  310/.  and  further  advances  to  the  extent  of  1000/.  It 
was  usual  for  the  plaintiff  to  send  to  Carter  bottles  to  be 
filled  with  the  oil  of  peppermint,  and,  in  September,  Carter 
applied  for  the  bottles  and  some  gut-skin  to  cover  them. 
The  plaintiff  accordingly  sent  him  two  gross  of  bottles  with 
gut-6kin.  On  the  8th  of  October,  Carter  wrote  to  the 
plaintiff,  **We  shall  lose  no  time  in  getting  the  oil  off.*' 
It  was  the  business  of  Mrs.  Carter  to  put  the  oil  of  pepper- 
mint in  the  bottles,  which,  as  on  previous  occasions,  she 
did  in  the  following  manner. — She  first  weighed  the  empty 
bottles  and  then  filled  them  ^ith  the  oil.  She  then  weighed 
them  again,  having  previously  marked  the  tare  and  weight 
of  each  bottle  on  a  piece  of  paper  pasted  on  it.  She 
then  marked  the  gross  weight  of  the  oil  and  the  bottle, 
and  added  them  together  on  the  same  paper.     She  then 


404  EXCHEQUER   KEPORT8. 

subtracted  the  tare  and  placed  the  net  weight  and  the 
number  of  the  bottle  upon  the  paper  and  laid  the  bottle 
„   »•  aside.     After  the  bottles  were  filled,  by  Carter's  direction, 

she  made  out  invoices  and  address  cards,  which  she  placed 
in  Carter's  desk.  She  was  engaged  in  these  operations 
about  nine  days,  and  finished  on  the  29th  of  September. 
On  all  previous  occasions,  the  bottles,  when  filled,  were 
placed  in  cases  and  delivered  to  a  carrier  to  take  to  the 
railway  station^  to  be  forwarded  to  the  plaintiff  in  London. 
Carter  left  his  home  on  the  15th  of  October  and  has  not 
since  been  heard  of.  The  defendant  purchased  of  Carter 
fifteen  cases  of  the  oil  of  peppermint,  nine  of  which  were 
delivered  to  him  at  Liverpool  on  the  16th  of  September, 
and  the  others  on  the  23rd. 

It  was  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  that  under 
these  circumstances  the  property  in  the  oil  of  peppermint 
did  not  vest  in  the  plaintiE  The  learned  Judge  directed 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  626/.  I5s.^  reserving  leave  to 
the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit,  or  to  reduce  the 
amount  to  the  value  of  the  bottles. 

Edward  James,  in  the  present  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi 
accordingly ;  against  which 

Atherton  and  Quain  shewed  cause. — The  property  in  the 
oil  of  peppermint  vested  in  the  plaintiff  by  the  agreement 
of  the  27th  January,  1858.  That  is  an  absolute  sale  to 
him  of  all  the  oil  of  peppermint  grown  on  the  vendor's 
farm  in  that  year.  It  will  perhaps  be  argued  that,  as  the 
agreement  was  made  in  January,  and  according  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  events  the  oil  of  peppermint  would  not 
be  in  existence  until  the  September  following,  no  property 
in  the  particular  commodity  passed  by  that  contract.  But, 
at  all  events,  what  was  done  in  September,  coupled  with 
the  agreement,  was  sufiicicnt  to  pass  the  pro{>erty.     At  the 
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vendor's  request  the  plaintiff  sent  his  bottles  which  were  1869. 
611ed  with  the  oil  of  peppermint,  and  invoices  were  made  i^j,otoh 
out  to  him.  That  is  a  sufficient  appropriation.  In  Aldridge 
V.  Johnson  (a)  the  plaintiff  agreed  with  K.  to  purchase  of 
him  100  out  of  200  quarters  of  barley,  which  the  plaintiff 
had  seen  in  bulk  and  approved  of,  and  he  paid  part  of  the 
price.  It  was  agreed  that  the  plaintiff  should  send  sacks 
for  the  barley,  and  that  K.  should  fill  the  sacks  with  the 
barley,  take  them  to  a  railway,  place  them  upon  trucks 
there  free  of  charge  and  send  them  to  the  plaintiff.  The 
plaintiff  sent  sacks  enough  for  a  part  only  of  the  100 
quarters :  those  K.  filled,  and  he  also  endeavoured  to  find 
trucks  for  them,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  The  plaintiff 
repeatedly  sent  to  K.  demanding  the  barley.  K.  finally 
detained  it,  and  emptied  the  barley  from  the  sacks  into  the 
bulk.  It  was  held  by  Lord  Campbell^  C.  J.,  Coleridge,  J., 
and  Erky  J.,  that  the  portion  of  the  barley  put  into  the 
sacks  passed  to  the  plaintiff.  So  here,  the  property  passed 
when  the  oil  of  peppermint  was  put  into  the  plaintiff's 
bottles.  If  the  assent  of  the  plaintiff  was  necessary,  there 
is  suflBcient  evidence  of  it  This  is  not  like  the  case  of  a 
purchase  of  something  not  then  in  esse,  and  which  must 
conform  to  a  certain  description.  In  such  case  there  is 
reason  for  requiring  the  approval  of  the  purchaser  in  order 
to  vest  the  property  in  him,  for  otherwise  he  might  be 
bound  to  pay  for  an  article  which  did  not  correspond  with 
his  order.  Here  there  was  a  sale  to  the  plaintiff  of  the 
whole  crop  of  oil  of  peppermint  grown  on  the  particular 
farm,  and  the  moment  it  was  obtained  he  was  bound  to 
accept  it,  whatever  might  be  its  quality.  The  result  of  the 
authorities  is  that,  in  the  case  of  a  sale  of  unascertained 
goods,  the  property  passes  immediately  they  are  ascertained 
and  appropriated :  Chitty  on  Contracts,  p.  342,  6th  ed. — 

(a)  7  E.  &  B.  885. 
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1859.  proviao  for  making  them  void^  or  after  the  iospectors  should 
^^^  certify  that  the  said  liquidation  had  proceeded  sufficiently, 
and  such  an  assignment  (if  any)  as  should  be  required,  as 
heretofore  mentioned,  should  have  been  made,  then  imme- 
diately and  simultaneously  with  either  of  the  said  cases 
happening,  they,  the  creditors,  parties  thereto,  would  re- 
lease  and  discbarge  the  defendant  from  all  and  all  manner 
of  actions,  suits,  claims  and  demands  whatsoever,  for  or  by 
means  or  on  account  of  all  and  every  or  any  of  the  debts 
due  to  them,  the  said  creditors ;  and  that  in  either  of  the 
cases  aforesaid  that  covenant  might,  without  the  execu- 
tion of  any  deed  or  instrument  of  release,  be  pleaded  and 
given  in  evidence  against  the  said  creditors,  or  any  of 
them,  as  an  actual  release.  And,  further,  that  unless  and 
until  those  presents  should  become  void  by  virtue  of  the 
proviso  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  set  forth,  they,  the 
said  creditors,  parties  thereto,  would  not  sue,  or  commence, 
or  prosecute  any  action  or  suit  against  the  defendant,  for 
or  on  account  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  debt  or  debts 
then  due  and  owing  by  the  defendant  to  the  said  creditors, 
parties  thereto,  or  any  of  them ;  and  in  case  they,  the  said 
creditors,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  should  in  any  respect 
&il  to  observe  that  covenant,  then  and  in. such  case,  and 
immediately  thereupon,  the  debt  of  the  creditor  by  whom 
such  covenant  should  fail  to  be  observed  should  become 
absolutely  forfeited  or  extinguished,  and  altogether  irreco- 
verable in  law  or  equity  ;  and  such  creditor  should  thence- 
forth cease  to  be  entitled  to  any  claim  or  demand  in  respect 
thereof,  either  by  virtue  of  those  presents  or  otherwise ;  and 
that  covenant  should  accordingly  operate  and  enure  and 
might  be  pleaded  in  bar  as  a  good  and  effectual  releaae  and 
discharge  of  such  debt  And  the  defendant  says  that  no  per- 
son became  a  creditor,  nor  were  there  any  personal  earnings 
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of  him,  the  defeudant,  between  the  said  19th  May,  1858,  and 
the  daj  of  the  date  of  the  said  deed ;  that  he  had  not  then 
any  real  estate,  and  that  the  said  deed  provided  for  the  ^' 

distribution  of  all  his  estate  and  effects  among  all  his  cre- 
ditors; and  that  the  said  deed  was  duly  signed  and  executed 
by  hiro,  the  defendant,  and  six-sevenths  of  his  creditors  in 
number  and  value,  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute, 
aa  was  duly  certified  by  the  said  inspectors ;  and  that  the 
said  deed  did  not  become  void,  and  that  an  assignment  was 
duly  made  of  the  defendant's  estate  and  effects  to  trustees 
for  distribution  amongst  all  his  creditors,  in  conformity  with 
the  said  deed ;  and  that  in  the  said  deed  it  was  stated  to 
be,  and  it  was  and  is^  an  arrangement  by  deed,  and  a  deed 
of  arrangement  between  the  defendant  and  his  creditors, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute;  and  that  the  said 
deed   and  assignment  always   have  been,   and  still  are, 
respectively  in  force,  and  that  the  defendant  has  continually 
hitherto  observed  and  performed  and  fulfilled  the  same, 
and  that  all  things  have  been  done  and  happened  and 
existed  to  entitle  him  to  the  benefit  thereof.     And  the  de- 
fendant further  says  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the 
making^  of  the  said  deed,  was  a  creditor  of  the  defendant  in 
respect  of  the  causes  of  action  in  the  declaration  mentioned 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  statute,  and  that  the  debts 
ia  the  declaration  mentioned  were  debts  due  from  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
deed,  and  in  respect  of  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
receive  payment  according  to  the  said  deed ; .  and  that  after 
the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  defendant  and  the  making 
of  the  said  deed  the  plaintiff  had  due  notice  thereof  respec- 
tively, and  was  requested  to  execute  the  said  deed,  and 
might  and  could  have  executed  the  same  if  he  would.  And 
the  defendant  further  says  that  after  the  commencement  of 
this  suit,  and  within  three  months  from  the  plaintiff  having 
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1859.        wl^®^  Mrs.  Carter  did  was  the  act  of  Carter,  and  I  am  of 
^^~^-^      opinion  that  the  putting  the  oil  of  pepperment  into  the 

o.  bottles  was  the  same  thins  as  delivering  it  to  the  plaintiff. 

HiGoiHs.  ^  -or 

Martin,  B. —  I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Taking  the 
language  of  the  judgment  in  Aldridge  v.  Joknson  to  have 
been  as  reported  in  Ellis  and  Blackburn,  viz.,  that  the  con- 
tract was  complete  so  as  to  vest  the  property  in  the  plaintiff 
as  soon  as  the  barley  was  put  into  the  sacks,  I  think  that 
case  was  rightly  decided.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  law  on 
this  subject  is  correctly  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Lagan  f. 
Le  Mesurier  (a).  The  defendant's  counsel  chiefly  founded 
their  argument  upon  the  obligation  of  the  vendor  to  deliver 
the  goods  to  the  carrier  to  convey  them  to  the  railway 
station.  If  they  had  established  that,  it  might  have  altered 
the  case,  but  they  have  failed  to  do  so.  In  my  opinion, 
when  two  parties  enter  into  a  contract  and  put  it  into 
writing,  that  writing  determines  the  terms  of  their  bargain ; 
and  they  cannot  add  to  it  by  shewing  that  at  the  time  the 
contract  was  made,  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do  some- 
thing further,  still  less  by  shewing  that  something  further 
was  usually  done  by  the  vendor.  However,  I  found  my 
judgment  on  one  of  the  most  useful  rules  in  the  law,  vis., 
that  when  parties  have  put  their  contract  into  writing, 
that  writing  determines  what  the  bargain  is.  Here  there 
is  a  contract  by  which  the  party  signing  it  agrees  to  sell 
to  the  plaintiff  the  whole  of  his  crop  of  oil  of  peppermint 
grown  in  the  year  1858,  at  the  rate  of  21*.  per  pound. 
In  my  judgment,  when  that  crop  was  weighed  and 
placed  in  the  bottles  of  the  plaintiff,  the  property  vested 
in  her.  The  rule  of  law  is,  that  where  the  article  cor- 
responds with  that  agreed  to  be  sold,  and  everything  which 

(a)  6  Moore  P.  C.  116. 
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IS  to  be  done  by  the  vendor,  is  done  by  him,  the  property        1859. 

passes  to  the  vendee  and  he  is  liable  for  the  price.     That      )r^^''^^ 
*  »^  Langton 

will  be  found  in  Shep.  Touch,  p.  224,  225.  »• 

HiGGIKS. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought 
to  be  discharged.  The  contract  is  to  sell  the  whole  of  the 
vendor's  crop  of  oil  of  peppermint  grown  in  a  certain  year. 
I  do  not  think  that  when  the  oil  was  made  the  property 
passed, — possibly  there  may  have  been  an  obligatio  certi 
corporis ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  when  the  oil  was  put 
into  the  plaintiff's  bottles  the  property  in  it  vested  in  her. 
I  do  not  dissent  from  what  was  said  by  my  brother  Martin 
with  respect  to  the  delivery  to  a  carrier.  It  may  be  that 
the  vendor  would  be  bound  to  shew  some  act  of  delivery 
before  he  could  sue  for  the  price ;  but  however  that  may 
be,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  property  vested  in  the  plaintiff 
when  the  oil  was  put  into  her  bottles.  Looking  at  the 
principle,  there  ought  to  be  no  doubt  A  person  agrees  to 
buy  a  certain  article,  and  sends  his  bottles  to  the  seller  to 
put  the  article  into.  The  seller  puts  the  article  into  the 
buyer's  bottles,  then  is  there  any  rule  to  say  that  the  pro* 
perty  does  not  pass  ?  The  buyer  in  effect  says,  **  I  will 
trust  you  to  deliver  into  my  bottles,  and  by  that  means  to 
appropriate  to  me,  the  article  which  I  have  bought  of  you.** 
On  the  other  hand  the  seller  must  be  taken  to  say,  **  You 
have  sent  your  bottles  and  I  will  put  the  article  in  them  for 
you."  In  all  reason,  when  a  vendee  sends  his  ship,  or  cart, 
or  cask,  or  bottle  to  the  vendor,  and  he  puts  the  article  sold 
into  it,  that  is  a  delivery  to  the  vendee.  If  we  could 
suppose  the  case  of  a  metal  vessel  filled  with  a  commodity 
which  rendered  the  vessel  useless  for  subsequent  purposes, 
it  would  be  monstrous  if  the  vendor  could  say  ^  I  have 
destroyed  your  vessel  by  putting  into  it  the  article  you 
purchased,  but  still  the  property  in  the  article  never  passed 
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to  you.**    Or  suppose  a  vendor  was  to  deliver  a  ton  of  coals 
into  the  vendee's  cellar,  could  he  say  *<  I  have  put  the  coals 
«•  in  your  cellar,  but  I  have  a  right  to  take  them  away  again  ?* 

But,  independently  of  reason,  there  is  an  authority  on  the 
subject  In  Blackburn  on  Contracts,  it  is  said  that  the 
property  does  not  pass  unless  there  is  an  intention  to  pass  it, 
and  various  cases  are  cited  in  support  of  that  position.  It 
is  then  said,  p.  151,  that  two  rules  have'  been  laid  down  on 
the  subject  The  first  is,  'Uhat  where  by  the  agreement  the 
vendor  is  to  do  anything  to  the  goods,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  them  into  that  state  in  which  the  purchaser  is  to  be 
bound  to  accept  them,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  worded,  into  a 
deliverable  state,  the  performance  of  those  things  shall  (in 
the  absence  of  circumstances  indicating  a  contrary  inten- 
tion) be  taken  to  be  a  condition  precedent  to  the  vesting 
of  the  property."  The  second  rule  is,  *'  that  where  any- 
thing remains  to  be  done  to  the  goods  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  price  as  by  weighing,  measuring  or 
testing  the  goods,  where  the  price  is  to  depend  on  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  goods,  the  performance  of  those 
things  also  shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  the  transfer  of 
the  property,  although  the  individual  goods  be  ascertained, 
and  they  are  in  the  state  in  which  they  ought  to  be 
accepted."^  That  is  not  only  good  law  but  good  sense. 
Then,  can  there  be  more  complete  evidence  of  intention  to 
pass  the  property  than  when  the  vendee  sends  her  bottles 
to  be  filled  with  the  article  purchased,  and  the  vendor  pats 
it  into  the  bottles?  Therefore,  both  upon  principle  and 
authority,  I  think  that  the  property  in  the  oil  passed  to  the 
plaintiff  when  it  was  put  into  the  bottles.  The  case  of 
AUrid^^  V,  Johtukm  (a)  is  precisely  in  point  Lord  Camp' 
ML  i\  Jm  there  said : — *'  Looking  to  all  that  was  done 
when  the  bankrupt  (the  vendor)  put  the  barley  in  the  sacks^ 

(«)  7  E.  It  B.  8S5. 
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eo  instanti  the  property  in  each  sack  full  passed  to  the 
plaintiff."  It  is  true  that  in  the  Law  Journal,  Erie,  J.,  is 
reported  to  have  said  that  the  outward  act  indicating  the  ^' 

vendor's  intention,  was  by  filling  the  sacks  *^and  directing 
them  to  be  sent  to  the  railway."  But  Crompton,  J.,  who 
doubted  upon  another  point,  said,  that  '^when  the  barley 
was  put  into  the  sacks,  it  was  just  as  if  it  had  been  sent  by 
a  carrier."  Therefore  there  is  not  only  reason  and  general 
authority,  but  also  the  case  of  Aldridge  v.  Johmon^  to 
warrant  our  judgment  The  only  difficulty  I  had  was  this — 
Suppose  the  oil  of  peppermint  had  been  badly  manufactured, 
lam  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  argument  that  the  plaintiff 
would  not  have  had  a  power  of  rejection.  Again,  suppose 
only  a  portion  of  the  oil  had  been  put  into  the  bottles, 
inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  take  a  part 
only,  would  the  property  vest  ?  Aldridge  v.  Johnson  is  an 
aathority  on  that  point  It  may  be  that  the  plaintiff  would 
have  the  option  of  refusing  to  take  a  part  only  of  the  oil  or 
of  accepting  it,  but  that  right  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
property  vesting  at  his  election.  It  might  vest  in  him  con- 
clusively, but  at  all  events  it  would  vest  when  he  exercised 
his  option.  For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  the*rule  ought 
to  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 
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1859. 


The  plaintiff; 
hafinff  heard 
that  the  de- 
fendant had 
ioroo  barley 
to  tell,  went  to 
hia  counting- 
house,  when 


M'ijf^'  Carter  v.  Crick. 

J  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  sUted  that  the  defend- 
ant, by  warranting  66  quarters  of  barley  to  be  then  seed 
barley,  sold  the  same  to  the  plaintiff  at  and  for  a  certun 
price,  to  wit  40«.  per  quarter,  which  the  plaintiff  paid  him. 
his  airont  pre  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^^  barley  was  not  then  seed  barley. — The  count 
thi^  he'^aSd^^  ^^^^  Stated  that  the  plaintiff,  without  notice  or  knowledge 
wai  "seed  of  (he  said  breach  of  warranty,  and  believing  the  barley  to 
offered  to  the     be  seed  barley,  resold  the  same  with  a  warranty  that  it  was 

defendant  at  •  i* 

39«.,and  if  the  sccd  barley,  and  the  purchaser  sued  him  for  such  breach  of 
uke  it  at  40«.  warranty  and  recovered  damages  against  him. — The  second 
it?  ^rLe  plain-  <^ouQt  Stated  that  the  plaintiff  bargained  and  contracted 
the  IS^tettnd    ^*^*^  ^^®  defendant  to  buy  of  him,  and  the  defendant  bar- 

•aid  it  was  a 
good  sample 
of  seed  barley, 
and  agreed  to 
buy  it.     At 
the  plaintiff's 
reouest  the 
defendant 
wrote  to  the 


gained  and  contracted  with  the  plaintiff  to  sell  and  deliver 
to  him,  66  quarters  of  seed  barley  for  a  certain  price  per 
quarter,  and  the  plaintiff  then  paid  the  defendant  the  said 
price,  and  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  accept  and 
receive,  and  did  and  performed  all  things  &c.  to  entide 
SS^Tt'^to***'^  him  to  have  the  said  seed  barley  delivered  to  him.     Yet 

the  defendant  never  delivered  the  66  quarters  of  seed 
barley,  but  delivered  to  him  66  quarters  of  barley  which 
was  not  seed  barley  as  and  for  the  seed  barley  so  bargained 
and  contracted  for  as  aforesaid. — The  count  then  stated,  as 
in  the  first  count,  that  the  plaintiff  resold  the  same  under 
a  warranty. 

Pleas. — To  first  count :  that  the  defendant  did  not  war- 

»«hI  barloy." 

It  turned  out  that  it  was  *'  barley  biffff/*  a  species  of  barley  unfit  for  m&lting  purposes ;  and  the 
person  to  whom  the  plaintiff  hsiid  sold  it  recorered  damages  against  him  for  the  breach  of  war- 
ranty.—//rM: — Fir»t,  that  there  was  no  warranter  b?  the  defendant  that  the  barlej  was  ''seed 
harlev,**  Secondly,  that  the  contract  was  satisfied  by  the  deliTery  of  barley  fit  for  sowing;  and 
that  ii  the  term  **  seed  barley  **  meant  barley  fit  for  malting  purposes,  that  ought  to  be  shewn  by 
clear  and  in>csistiblc  eridence. 


him,  saying 
that  he  would 
accept  it,  and 
asking  what 
sort  it  was  as 
it  would  do 
well  for  seed. 
The  plaintiff 
aOerwards 
sold  it  under 
a  warranty  in 
writing  as 
"  l^hevalier 
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rant  as  alleged.    To  second  count :.  first,  thai  the  defendant        1359. 

did  not  promise  as  alleged;  secondly,  that  there  was  no 

such  breach  of  promise  as  alleged. — Issues  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Pollock,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings 

after  last  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 

com  merchant  in  Huntingdon,  and  the  defendant  a  corn 

merchant  in  Cambridge.     In  January,  1857,  the  plaintiff, 

hearing  that  the  defendant  had  some  barley  to  sell,  went  to 

the  defendant's  counting  house,  when  one   Cossins,  who 

managed  the  defendant's  business,  shewed  the  plaintiff  a 

sample  of  barley,  which  he  said  was  seed  barley,  and  that 

it  was  offered  to  the  defendant  at  395.  a  quarter,  and  if  the 

plaintiff  would  take  it  at  405.   he  might   have  it     The 

plaintiff  looked  at  the  barley,  and  said  it  was  a  good  sample 

of  seed  barley,  and  agreed  to  buy  it  at  405.  per  quarter. 

At  the  plaintiff's  request,  Cossins  wrote  to  the  person  who 

offered  to  sell  the  barley  to  the  defendant  the  following 

letter : — 

"  Cambridge,  13th  Jan.  1857. 
"Mr.  Warren. 

"  Sir — I  will  accept  the  50  quarters  barley  as  offered 

at  395.  per  quarter.     Please  send  me  fresh  sample  of  it  to 

Cambridge  Station.     Shall  be  glad  if  you  can  let  me  know 

what  sort  it  is,  as  it  will  do  well  for  seed.     Please  put  it  on 

to  the  Lynn  Station  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  and  let  mc 

know  the  quantity. 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"  Signed  for     C.  Crick, 

«  H.  D.  Cossins." 

The  plaintiff  afterwards  sold  the  barley  to  one  Raper, 
with  a  written  warranty  that  it  was  "  Chevalier  seed  barley." 
It  tamed  out  that  the  barley  was  what  is  called  "  barley 
bigg,"  and  Raper  recovered  damages  against  the  plaintiff 
for  a  breach  of  warranty.   There  was  evidence  that  "  barley 
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1859.       bi^"  was  of  no  use  for  malting  pnrposes,  bat  that  if  sown 
I^"*^^^      on  uplands  it  would  produce  good  malting  barley.    Several 
^'  witnesses  stated  that  '^seed  barley"  meant  nothing  more 

than  a  barley  which  would  yield  seed. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  *^seed 
barley"  implied  such  a  description  of  barley  as  when  sown 
would  produce  a  crop  of  barley  available  for  malting  pur- 
poses. The  defendant  contended  that  ''seed  barley"  im- 
plied no  more  than  that  the  barley  when  sown  would 
produce  a  crop.  The  learned  Judge  was  of  opinion  that 
there  was  no  evidence  that  seed  barley  meant  any  particolar 
kind  of  barley^  and  nonsuited  the  plaintiff. 

Hawkins^  in  the  present  Term,  obtained  a  role  nisi  to 
set  aside  the  nonsuit,  and  for  a  new  triaL 

Macaulay  and  Keane  shewed  cause. — There  was  no  wa^ 
ranty.  The  defendant's  agent  produced  a  sample  of  barley 
which  he  said  was  seed  barley,  and  the  plaintiff  also  thought 
it  was  seed  barley.  The  letter  of  the  1 3th  January,  1857, 
only  amounts  to  this :  **  I  will  accept  that  which  is  offered 
as  barley ;  let  me  know  what  sort  it  is,  as  it  will  do  well  for 
seed."  The  contract  was  performed  by  the  delivery  of 
that  particular  barley.  In  order  to  vary  the  meaning  of 
the  term  ''seed  barley,"  the  evidence  should  have  been 
clear,  cogent  and  irresistible :  Lewis  v.  Marshall  (a).  Some 
witnesses,  however,  stated  that  "seed  barley*' only  meant 
a  barley  which  would  produce  seed.  It  also  appeared  that 
fen  barley,  if  sown  in  the  uplands,  would  produce  good 
malting  barley.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the  term 
"seed  barley"  imported  "barley  fit  for  malting  purposes.** 
[Pollocky  C.  B.— The  3  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  ss.  2,  5,  mentions 
maltsters  from  bear  or  bigg,  and  maltsters  firom  barley.] 

(d)  7  Man.  &  G.  729. 
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Hawkau  and  O.  SluiWy  in  support  of  the  rule. — Either        1859. 


Carter 


there  was  a  warranty  that  the  article  sold  was  ^^  seed  barley," 

or  there  was  a  contract  to  sell  **  seed  barley."    The  repre-  ». 

•^  '^  Crick. 

sentation  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  therefore 
the  case  is  distinguishable  from  Hopkins  v.  Tanqueray  (a). 
If  a  person  goes  into  a  shop  and  asks  for  a  commodity  of 
a  certain  kind,  and  the  shopkeeper  produces  a  sample  which 
he  says  is  that  particular  commodity,  there  is  an  implied 
warranty  that  the  thing  sold  is  of  that  description.  Gar- 
dmer  ▼•  Gray  (b)  decided  that  where,  before  or  at  the  time 
of  sale,  a  specimen  of  the  goods  is  exhibited  to  the  buyer, 
if  there  be  a  written  contract  which  merely  describes  the 
goods  as  of  a  particular  denomination,  this  is  not  a  sale  by 
sample ;  but  there  is  an  implied  warranty  that  they  shall 
be  of  a  merchantable  quality  of  the  denomination  mentioned 
in  the  contract  The  letter  of  the  13th  January,  1857, 
shews  that  there  was  a  warranty  that  the  barley  sold  was 
«  seed  barley." 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought  to  be 
I  think  there  was  no  warranty.  The  plaintiff, 
heard  that  the  defendant  had  some  barley  to  sell, 
went  to  the  defendant's  counting-house,  when  the  person 
who  managed  his  business  produced  a  sample  of  barley 
which  was  supposed  to  be  seed  barley.  The  plaintiff  agreed 
to  buy  it  as  seed  barley ;  and  the  impression  on  the  mind 
of  both  parties  was  that  the  barley  was  seed  barley.  The 
plaintiff  purchased  that  particular  thing  which  the  defend- 
ant called  seed  barley,  and  the  plaintiff  called  seed  barley: 
it  is  the  same  as  if  they  had  given  it  any  other  name. — 
Upon  the  other  point  I  entertained  some  doubt;  but  I 
think  that  seed  barley  means  barley  ordinarily  sown  by 
fanners,  and  which  will  produce  seed*     The  plaintiff  has 

(a)  15  C.  B.  130.  (b)  4  Camp.  144. 

E  E  2 
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1869.        brought  the  loss  upon  himself,  for  he  gave  a  warranty  that 

^^^     '      the  barley  was  "  Chevalier  seed  barley,"  when  he  had  no 

r.  warranty  that  it  was  such. 

Crick. 

Bra  M WELL,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  nonsuit 
was  right.  I  do  not  doubt  the  proposition  contended  for  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that  a  statement  at  a  sale  may  be  a 
warranty  although  the  word  "  warrant"  is  not  used.  If  a 
person  asks  a  dealer  for  a  particular  article,  and  he  pro- 
duces something  which  he  says  is  the  particular  article,  that 
amounts  to  a  warranty.  Here  there  is  no  warranty :  both 
parties  say  that  the  barley  is  seed  barley. — Then,  as  to  die 
other  point,  the  ordinary  meaning  of  "  seed  barley**  is  barley 
which  will  germinate.  If  by  a  custom  in  the  trade  ''seed 
barley"  means  anything  more,  viz.  barley  used  for  malting 
purposes,  that  ought  to  have  been  proved.  Therefore  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  plaintiff*s  case  fails,  because  he  says 
that  the  barley  was  not  seed  barley,  and  he  has  not  shewn 
anything  to  vary  the  ordinary  import  of  the  terra. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought 
to  be  discharged.  My  judgment  proceeds  on  this  ground, 
that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  warranty.  I  do  not  mean  to 
suggest,  that  where  there  is  a  representation  of  a  distinct 
article  by  the  seller,  that  might  not  amount  to  a  warranty 
although  the  word  ''warrant"  was  not  used.  At  first  I 
thought  that  the  letter  of  the  13th  January,  1857,  might 
be  evidence  of  a  warranty ;  but  on  consideration  I  think  it 
is  not.  The  defendant's  servant  simply  produced  an  article 
of  which  the  plaintiff  had  as  much  knowledge  as  he  had, 
and  which  might  or  might  not  lead  the  plaintiff  to  purchase 
it  Each  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  as  a  matter  of  opinion, 
and  as  a  matter  of  opinion  only,  that  the  barley  w*as  ^cd 
barley.    The  opinion  might  be  unfounded,  and  therefore  to 
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obtain  information  the  letter  is  written  asking  what  sort  of        1859. 
barley  it  is. 
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Pollock,  C.  B. — I  agree  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. There  was  clearly  no  warranty.  The  utmost  that 
took  place  was  a  representation  that  the  barley  was  seed 
barley:  there  was  scarcely  even  that,  for  both  parties  took 
it  for  granted  that  it  was.  Where  a  nonsuit  is  directed,  and 
upon  the  matter  coming  to  be  examined  it  turns  out  that 
the  plaintiff  has  no  case  upon  which  he  could  succeed  on 
another  trial,  it  is  idle  to  grant  a  new  trial  upon  the  ground 
that  the  Judge  has  improperly  nonsuited.  A  new  trial  is  a 
substitute  for  a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  if  in  this  case  a  bill 
of  exceptions  had  been  tendered,  and  it  appeared  that  there 
was  no  evidence  that  the  term  "  seed  barley  "  meant  any 
thing  more  than  barley  which  would  produce  seed,  the 
Court  of  Error  would  not  have  awarded  a  venire  dc  novo. 
At  the  trial  I  was  of  opinion,  and  still  think,  that  if  a  party 
seeks  to  make  out  that  certain  words  used  in  a  contract 
have  a  different  acceptation  from  their  ordinary  sense,  either 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  or  within  a  certain  market,  or  a 
particular  county,  he  must  prove  it;  not  by  calling  wit- 
nesses, some  of  which  say  it  is  one  way  and  some  the  other, 
and  then  leaving  it  to  the  jury  to  say  which  they  believe, 
but  by  clear,  distinct  and  irresistible  evidence. 

Rule  discharged. 


Carter 

r. 
Crick. 
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^"^^^  Fewins  V.  Lethbridge. 

enA ofjadg-     •*•  ^^^  ^^  ^"  action  for  slander  which  was  tried  at  the 
2!°*"*?*ru    l^evonshire  Summer  Assizes,  1858,  when   a  verdict  w» 

cient  within  the  ^  ' 

139th  section     found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  lOOL  damages.    Two  days  after 

of  the  Common  r  *  -©  ^ 

Law  Procedure  the  trial  the  defendant  died     On  the  28th  March,  1859, 

Act,  1852,  .  /.  .  .  .  1  rni 

which  enacu  notice  of  taxation  was  given  for  the  following  day.     The 

of  either  party  defendant's  attorney  objected  to  the  taxation,  on  the  ground 

verdict  and^the  ^^^^  ^^^  terms  had  elapsed  since  the  death  of  the  defend- 

iTcSlJ^r "  »°^     The  Master  taxed  the  costs,  and  delivered  his  alloca- 

^J^Ti^^"^  tur  for  1 24/.  4«.  6c/.  to  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  who,  on  ihe 

tuch  judgment  same  day,  caused  the  allocatur  to  be  entered  in  the  Master's 

be  entered  '^ 

within  two         book  of  judgments,  as  the  costs  of  the  trial  and  of  judinneDt 

terms  after  the  .  ?  7 

verdict;**  and    previously  Signed  in  the  action. 

it  it  not  necef- 
lary  to  perfect 

by  taza^on  of         Coleridge  now  moved  to  set  aside  the  Master's  allocator.— 

By  the  139th  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act, 
1852,  *^  the  death  of  either  party  between  the  verdict  and  the 
judgment  shall  not  hereafter  be  alleged  for  error,  so  as  such 
judgment  be  entered  within  two  terms  after  such  verdict.* 
The  words  *' judgment  entered*'  mean  final  judgment,  and 
until  the  costs  are  taxed  and  Master's  allocatur  given  the 
judgment  is  not  final :  Butler  v.  Bulkeley  (a),  Godson  v. 
Lloyd  {h\  Peirce  v.  Derry  (c).  [itfarftn,  B. — In  Archbold's 
Practice,  voL  2,  p.  1474,  it  is  said,  '^  It  is  not  necessary  that 
the  judgment  should  be  actually  entered  upon  the  roll  within 
two  terms  after  the  verdict ;  if  it  be  signed  within  that  time 
it  is  suflScicnt.'^  Under  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  17, 
interest  runs  on  a  judgment  debt  from  the  time  of  the  entry 

(rt)  1  Bing.  233.  (b)  1  Gale,  244. 

(r)  4  Q.  B.  635. 


ootta. 


Fewinb 
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of  the  incipitur :   Fisher  v.  Dudding  (a),  Newton  v.   The        1869. 

Grand  Junction  Railway  Company  (&) ;   but  the  words  of 

that  statute  are,  that  every  judgment  debt  shall  carry  in-  t^* 

"f  "      °  "  Letubridoe. 

terest  *^from  the  time  of  entering  up  the  judgment;^  the 

words  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act  are,  **so  as  such 
judgment  be  entered.^    That  means  final  judgment.     [/V>/- 
lock,  C.  B. —  There  is  nothing  to   make   "entering  up" 
inceptive  and  "  entering"  final.     Bramwell,  B. — The  case 
of  fFebb  V.  Spurrell{e)  is  an  authority  in  point     There 
the  "plaintiff  recovered  a  verdict,  and  after  the  trial  and 
before   final  judgment  signed,  died  intestate.     Plaintiff's 
administrator  caused  final  judgment  to  be  signed  within 
two  terms  after  the  verdict,  but  the  roll  was  not  brought 
into  the  office  nor  entered  upon  record.     After  the  two 
terms  elapsed,  the  defendant  left  a  caveat  with  the  clerk  of 
essoigns  against  receiving  the  roll,  and  an  action  of  debt 
being  brought  bj  the  plaintiff*s  administrator  on  the  judg- 
ment. Draper^  for  defendant,  moved  to  stay  the  entry  of 
judgment,  the  same  not  having  been  entered  within  two 
terms,  according  to  the  statute  17  Car.  2,c  8,  and  obtained 
a  rule  to  shew  cause;  which  upon  hearing  Prince  for  the 
plaintiff,  was  discharged.     Per  Curiam:    In  this  case  the 
signing  must  be  considered  as  the  entry :  the  fee  for  enter- 
ing the  final  judgment  was  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  judg- 
ments at  the  time  it  was  signed :  the  roll  must  be  received 
and  filed  nunc  pro  tunc"]     Until  the  costs  are  taxed  and 
inserted  the  judgment  is  merely  inchoate :  it  becomes  final 
upon  the  entiy  of  the   amount  of  the  allocatur  in  the 
Blaster's  book. 

Pollock,  C.  B. —  We  are  all  of  opinion  that  there  ought 
to  be  no  rule.     The  language  of  the  139th  section  of  the 

(a)  3  Man.  &  G.  238.  {h)  16  M.  &  W.  139. 

(c)  Barnes,  261. 
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1869.        Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  is  precisely  the  same 

^jrr^";^      as  that  of  the  17  Car.  2,  c.  8,  s.  1 ;  and  the  case  of  fle&Y. 

»•  Baker  la\  which  was  decided  in  the  20  Car.  2,  is  a  con- 

Letulkidge. 

temporaneous  exposition  of  the  statute  of  Charles.     In  that 
case  there  was  a  verdict,  and  before  the  day  in  banc  the 
plaintiff  died  ;  after  which  there  was  not  any  judgment 
actually  entered  within  two  terms,  but  the  judgment  was 
signed  the  second  term,  and  upon  that  execution.    And  the 
question  was,  if  this  was  aided  within  the  statute  17  Car.  2, 
c.  8.     And  per  Curiam:  The  signing  of  the  judgment  as 
before  is  an  entering  of  judgment  within  the  statute.  There 
are  authorities  that  under  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,8.  17,  a 
judgment  debtor  is  entitled  to  interest  from  the  time  of  the 
entry  of  the  judgment ;    but   Mr.  Coleridge  attempted  to 
make  a  distinction  between  *' entering  up  judgment"  and 
'^  entering  judgment ;"  and  he  argued  that  the  former  meant 
an  inchoate,  the  latter  a  perfect  judgment.     If  there  is  an; 
difference,  I  should  have  thought  it  was  the  other  way. 

Martin,  B. — The  words  of  the   139th  section  of  the 
Common   Law   Procedure  Act,  1852,   are  identical  with 
those  of  the  statute  of  Charles;  and  we  ought  to  follo\^ 
the  construction  which  had  been  put  on  that  statute.    I 
find  it  laid  down  in  Wms.  Saund.  {b)  that  the  judgment 
"should  be  entered,  or  at  least  signed,  within  two  tenn^ 
after  the  verdict ;  for  signing  the  judgment  is  an  entering 
of  it  within  the  statute." 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  If  I  had  iCP 
consider  for  the  first  time,  and  without  authority,  the  mean^ 
ing  of  the  words  "  so  as  such  judgment  be  entered,"  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  making  an  entry  of  the  judgment 
would  be  sufficient.  There  are  however  authorities  for  our 
(a)  1  Sid.  385.  {b)  Vol.  2,  p.  72 1,  note. 
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SO  holding.  On  the  other  hand,  the  case  of  Peirce  v. 
Derry{a)  is  relied  on  as  an  authority  that  there  is  no  entry 
of  judgment  until  the  costs  have  been  taxed.  There  the 
plaintiff  had  entered  up  final  judgment  as  of  the  day  when 
the  original  entry  was  made,  and  the  Court  ordered  the 
date  of  the  judgment  to  be  altered  to  the  day  of  taxation  of 
costs ;  therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  consider  the  statute 
of  Charles.  But  if  they  meant  to  lay  down  a  positive  rule 
that  for  all  purposes  there  is  no  judgment  until  the  costs 
are  taxed,  that  is  opposed  to  the  authorities.  For  the  pur- 
pose  of  this  statute,  judgment  is  signed  when  the  original 
entry  is  made. 

Rule  refused, 
(a)  4  Q.  B.  635. 
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1859. 


Fewins 

V, 

Letbbridov. 


The  Monmouthshire  Canal  and  Railway  Company  v.      AprU  *ii, 

James  Hill  and  W.  F.  Batt. 


D 


ECLARATION.  —  That  the  defendants  broke   and  A  Canal  Act, 
entered  certain  land  of  the  plaintiffs,  called  "  The  Towing  c.  102,  em'- 
Path  of  the  Monmouthshire  Canal,"  and  broke  down,  dug  f^dofany 
up  and  destroyed  the  fences  of  the  plaintiffs  being  thereon,  ^d°the^wner 
and  placed  and  carried  over  the  said  towinjr  path  'larse  ?/  *"y  i*°t'  u 

»  or©     through  which 

quantities  of  goods,  and  thereby  obstructed  the  said  towing  ^  ^^^ 
path  and  the  navigation  of  the  said  canal.  ro«wio»  to  er««t 

and  use  any 

Plea. — That  the  canal  and  towing  path  were  made  after  wharfs,  quays, 

-  landin(g^  places 

the  passing  of  an  Act  (32  Geo.  3,  c.  102(a)):  that  the  de-  or  warehouses 

in  or  upon 
their  respective 
lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  said  canal,  and  to  land  any  goods  or  other  things  upon  such 
wharf,  &e.,  or  upon  the  banks  lying  between  the  same  and  the  canal ;  and  also  to  make  con- 
venient places  for  boats  to  lie  and  turn  in,  so  that  the  making  or  using  the  same  respectively  do 
not  obstruct  or  prejudice  the  navigation  of  the  canal  or  any  towing  paths  or  sides  thereof. — 
//e/d,  that  an  owner  of  land  adjoining  the  towing  path  had  a  right  to  erect  a  wharf  on  his  own 
soil^  and  to  land  goods  on  the  towing  path  and  convey  them  across  it  to  his  own  wharf. 

{a)  "An  Act  for  making  and         canal  from,  or  from  some  place 
niaiiituining  a  navigable   cut  or         near  Ponlnewynydcl  into  the  river 
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1859. 

Monmouth- 
BHiBE  Canal 

AND 

Bailwat  Co. 

V, 

Hill. 


fendants  were  the  owners  of  certain  lands  throngh  whid 
the  said  canal  and  towing  path  had  been  made,  and  wluch 


Usk  at  or  near  the  town  of  New- 
port, and  a  collateral  cat  or  canal 
from  the  same  at  or  near  to  a 
place  called  Crjndau  Farm,  to  or 
near  to  Crumlin  Bridge,  all  in  the 
countj  of  Monmouth ;  and  for 
making  and  maintaining  railways, 
or  stone  roads  from  such  cuts  or 
canals  to  several  iron  works  and 
mines  in  the  counties  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Brecknock.'* 

Section  1.  Afler  reciting  that 
*^  the  making  and  maintaining  of 
a  cut  or  canal,  for  the  navigation 
of  boats,  barges  and  other  vessels, 
&c.,  will  not  only  open  an  easj 
and  commodious  communication 
with  divers  iron  works,  &c.,  and 
with  large  and  extensive  tracts 
of  land  abounding  with  iron  and 
coal,  whereby  the  conveyance  of 
iron,  lime,  timber,  and  coals  from 
these  places  to  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel will  be  greatly  facilitated  and 
rendered  less  expensive,  but  will 
also  in  other  respects  be  of  great 
public  utility:*'  enacts  that  the 
proprietors  shall  be  united  into  a 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  mak-* 
ing  the  canals  and  railways,  *^and 
also  to  make,  set  out  and  appoint 
such  towing  paths,  banks,  roads 
and  ways  for  the  towing,  haling 
and  drawing  of  boats,  barges  and 
other  vessels  passing  in,  through 
or  upon  the  said  cuts  or  canals  with 
men,  horses  or  otherwise,**  &c.,  as 
the  Company  shall  think  proper. 

By  section  61,  the  Company  are 
to  **  divide  and  separate,  and  keep 
constantly  divided  and  separated, 
the  towing  paths  on  the  sides'*  of 
the  cuts,  in  such  manner  as  shall 


be  thought  necessary  by  the  Com^ 
missioners,  ^'from  the  lands  cr 
grounds  adjoining  to  sadi  towing 
paths,**  with  posts  and  rails  or 
other  fences,  and  shall  erect  gatei 
across  the  towing  paths  and 
bridges  ^for  the  use  of  tiM 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
lands,  &C.,  adjoining  to  sndi 
canals,  &c.,  and  towing  paths.** 

By  section  62,  in  case  of  faihue 
to  fenfce  off  towing  paths  and 
make  bridges,  &c.y  the  owners  of 
adjoining  lands  may  do  the  same 
at  the  Company*8  expense. 

By  section  104,  every  person 
shall  have  free  liberty  to  use  the 
private  ways  belonging  to  the 
Company,  (except  the  towing 
paths),  for  the  conveying  goods 
and  other  things  to  and  from  the 
canals  and  railways,  and  the 
wharfs,  quays  or  landing  plaoei 
belonging  Uiereto,  and  also  to 
use  the  wharfs,  quays  and  land- 
ing places  for  the  loading  and 
unloading  of  any  goods,  and  the 
towing  paths  for  the  haling  of 
boats,  on  payment  of  tolls. 

By  section  128,  owners  of  mines 
and  iron  works,  &c.,  within  tho 
distance  of  eight  miles,  are  em- 
powered to  make  railways,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  goods  to  or 
from  the  canals,  in  case  the  Com- 
pany refuse  to  do  so. 

By  section  130,  the  proprieton 
of  mines,  &c.,  furnaces,  forgeii 
&c.,  within  the  distance  of  two 
miles,  from  the  canals  are  em* 
powered  to  make  cuts  to  com* 
municate  with  the  canal. 

By  section  134,   '*  it  shall  be 
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said  lands  were  near  and  adjoining  to  the  said  towing  path        1859. 
and  canal :  that  the  trespasses  were  committed  in  the  erect-    ^^^^""^^ 

*^  MONMODTH- 

ing  and  using  by  the  defendants,  ander  and  by  virtue  oT  the  shire  Cahal 

AND 

provisions  of  the  said  Act^  a  wharf^  quay  and  landing  place   Railway  Co. 

in  and  upon  the  said  lands,  and  in  landing  from  the  canal,        Hiia. 

in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner,  goods  and  other  things 

upon  such  wharf,  quay  and  landing  place,  and  upon  the 

banks  lying  between  the  same  and   the  canal,  the  said 

towing  path  being  one  of  such  banks :  that  the  defendants 

did  not  at  any  of  the  times  aforesaid,  obstruct,  or  prejudice 

the  navigation  of  the  canal,  or  the  towing  path,  or  any  towing 

paths  on  the  sides  of  the  canal;  and  because  the  wharf, 

quay  and  landing  places  could  not  be  erected  and  used,  nor 

could  goods  or  other  things  be  landed  thereon  from  the 

canal,  without  a  little  breaking  down,  digging  up  and  de« 

stroying  the  fences ;  therefore  the  defendants  did  to  a  small 

and  reasonable  extent  commit  the  trespasses  to  the  fences, 

doing  no  unnecessary  damage. 

Replication. — That  the  land  of  the  plaintiffs,  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  was  used  as  the  lowing  path  of  the 
canal,  and  the  same  lay  between  the  canal  and  the  lands  of 
which  the  defendants  were  owners,  and  such  last  mentioned 
lands  adjoined  the  towing  path,  but  did  not  otherwise  adjoin 
the  canal ;  and  the  said  whar^  quay  and  landing  place,  in 


lawful  for  the  lord  or  lords  of  any 
numoTy  and  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  lands  or  grounds  through 
which  the  said  canals,  &c.,  shall 
be  made,  to  erect  and  use  any 
wharfs,  quays,  landing  places, 
cranes,  weigh -beams  or  ware- 
houses in,  or  upon  their  respec- 
tive lands,  grounds,  or  wastes 
adjoining,  or  near  to  the  said 
canals,  &c.,  and  toland  any  goods, 
or  other  things  upon  such  wharfs, 


quays  or  landing  places,  or  upon 
the  banks  lying  between  the  same 
and  the  said  canals,  &c. ;  and  also 
to  make  and  use  proper  and  con- 
venient places  for  boats,  barges 
and  other  vessels  to  lie  and  turn 
in,  and  pass  each  other,  so  that 
the  making,  or  using  thereof  re- 
spectively, do  not  obstruct  or  pre- 
judice the  navigation  of  the  said 
canals,  &c.,  or  any  towing  paths 
on  the  sides  thereof.** 
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1859.  ^^^  pica  mentioned,  could  not  be  used  for  the  landing  from 

J^^^^  ^^  canal  of  goods  or  other  things  thereon,  except  bj  first 

bhibeCahal  landing  the  same  upon  and  taking  the  same  acros  the 

Kailwat  Co.  towing  path. 

Hill.  Demurrer  and  joinder. 

Phipson  (with  whom  was  Henniker),  in  support  of  the 
demurrer. — The  object  of  this  Act  was  to  open  up  the 
country  through  which  the  canals  were  intended  to  be  made, 
and  to  give  facilities  to  the  owners  of  land  for  conveyiog 
goods  on  the  canals;  and  for  that  purpose  the  lS4th  sectioQ 
empowers  the  lord  of  any  manor  or  the  owners  of  any  landii 
through  which  the  canals  shall  be  made,  to  erect  and  ose 
wharfs  and  landing  places  upon  their  respective  lands  adjoin- 
ing or  near  to  the  canals,  and  to  land  any  goods  upon  socfa 
wharf  or  upon  the  banks  lying  between  the  same  and  the 
canals.     The  plea  avers  that  the  trespasses  were  committed 
in  landing  goods  on  the  banks  lying  between  the  wharf  and 
the  canal.     The  replication  alleges  that  the  bank  was  used 
as  the  towing  path  of  the  canaL     Now,  in  order  to  make 
the  replication  good,  it  is  necessary  for  the  plaintifib  to 
establish  that  the  word  ''banks"  in  the  134th  section  means 
''  banks  not  used  as  towing  paths."    The  provision,  that 
the  making  or  using  of  the  landing  places  shall  not  obstruct 
any  towing  paths  on  the  sides  of  the  canal,  is  not  meant  to 
prevent  such  owner  from  landing  goods  across  the  towing 
path.     [Martiny  B. — It  would  prevent  persons  irom  using 
the  towing  path  as  a  permanent  place  of  deposit.]     The 
works  of  the  canal,  such  as  the  towing  path,  may  be  pro- 
perly said  to  be  part  of  the  canal,  and  land  which  adjoint 
to  the  towing  path  to  adjoin  the  canal.     The  1 30th  section 
contains  a  power  to  make  cuts  to  communicate  with  the 
canal.     The  plaintiffs  would  read  that  section  as  cm|x>wc^ 
ing  adjoining  o\vner&  to  make  cuts  communicating  with  the 
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canaly  so  that  they  do  not  cut  through  the  towing  path.  But        1859. 
the  defendants  contend  that  this  may  be  done  if  the  towing    ^^"^^^    ' 

•^  ^       MONMOUTH- 

path  is  carried  over  the  cuts  by  a  bridge.     The  128th  sec-  bhibe  Canal 
tion  empowers  persons  within  eight  miles  to  make  railways  Railway  Co. 
to  the  canal.     That  power  would  be  useless  if  the  railways        Hill. 
could  not  be  run  up  to  the  boats. 

Grayy  for  the  plaintiffs. — The  defendants  should  have 
crossed  the  canal  by  a  bridge  and  made  a  wharf  on  the 
further  side.  The  61st  section  expressly  provides  that  the 
towing  paths  shall  be  kept  separate  from  the  adjoining  lands 
by  posts  and  rails  or  other  fences.  Section  104  empowers 
all  persons  to  use  the  private  roads  of  the  Company,  except 
the  towing  paths,  for  conveying  goods  to  and  from  the 
canals,  and  the  wharfs  belonging  thereto  and  the  towing 
paths  for  the  haling  of  boats.  Towing  paths  being  so 
prominently  mentioned,  the  Court  cannot  say  that  the  word 
**  banks**  in  the  134th  section  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  bank 
on  which  the  towing  path  runs.  Had  it  been  intended  to  give 
power  to  land  goods  on  the  towing  path,  the  towing  path 
would  have  been  expressly  mentioned.  [Martin,  B. — The 
intention  seems  to  have  been  to  give  the  owner  of  adjoin- 
ing land  power  to  make  a  wharf  on  his  own  land,  to  pass 
the  fence  and  to  carry  his  ore  over  the  towing  path  to  the 
canal,  though  he  has  no  right  to  keep  a  plank  down  so  as  to 
interfere  with  a  horse  coming  along  the  path.]  The  owners 
of  land  adjoining  the  towing  path  can  take  no  benefit 
under  the  1 34th  section. 

Phipson,  in  reply. — Section  104  prohibits  the  public  from 
using  the  towing  paths,  but  in  the  sections  which  relate  to 
owners  of  lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  canal  there  is  no 
such  exception.  [Bramioell,  B. — The  Act  supposes  the 
owner  of  adjoining  land  to  have  power  to  get  to  the  water. 
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1859.        According  to  the  plaintifis'  constractioo  he  cannot  do  so 
v_.-v-<-^      unless  he  has  land  on  both  sides  of  the  canaL] 

SHIRK  CaHAL 
AKP 

Railway  Co.  PoLLocK,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  defimd- 
HiLL.  ants  are  entitled  to  ju<%roent  The  question  tarns  on  the 
ia4th  section  of  the  32  Gea  3,  c.  102.  It  was  contended  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintifis  that  persons  who  have  lands  adjoin- 
ing the  canal  on  the  side  where  the  towing  path  is  are  not 
entitled  to  cross  the  towing  path.  Mr.  JPk^nom  contends 
that  thev  have  the  right  to  cross  ptorided  they  do  not 
interfere  with  the  use  of  the  towing  path.  The  aectioa  in 
question  giTes  a  right  to  kmls  of  manon  and  the  ownen  of 
any  lands  through  which  the  said  canals  diall  be  madey  to 
e^f^ct  and  ose  whaifi»  qnajSi  ftc,  on  their  nanicclife  landi^ 
&C.,  adjoining  or  near  to  the  said  canab^  and  to  land  any 
goods  or  other  things  upon  such  wharfi»  or  npon  the  banks 
lying  between  the  same  and  the  said  canak^  so  that  the 
making  or  oong  thereof  do  not  ofastmcl  or  prcjodiee  the 
naTigacion  of  die  canak  or  any  towing  paths  on  the  sides 
theieoC  The  pkwhngs  state  that  what  was  done  by  the 
defendants  was  done  in  omg  their  wharf  and  lauding  goodi 
<>n  the  banks^  and  that  they  did  not  oLatiud  the  towing 
paths.  The  defendants  btin^  themsdies  within  the  Teiy 
teRW  of  the  l$4th  aeccion. 


MAvnac.  R— I  jbb  of  die  sssoe  opamon.  The  canal 
hanks  &nr  tbe  iaoi  on  eohcr  side  oonfiniitg  the  water  in  ill 
char.rae'l  Tbe  ^rwirc  pic^  s  a  way  fer  eanle,  horses  or 
zM<c  ^^  craw  uit  Kia:^— %^  road  ajcoe  whicb  the  aninif*^ 
or  ««ee  ws.  T^  1^4:^  sikcubi  most  be  looked  aC»  sod 
S^arffMT  ^^  ^  nsnd.  Uie  ^os;  ^banks^  meaais  the  banb 
.x:  Kxk  «»3(tf  ^-t  tbr  naaL  Nc>w  ike  IMdi  sectioB 
rciac^  :iia:  ?:  jOsal  Sr  it:vjx£  1-r  c^tmts  of  land,  ftc^  to 
^s:^-t  jm^  nsv   uTx  i^htd  ^nt  :i»at  Jtiia<ecti*€  Issda.  and 
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to  land  any  goods  on  such  wharfs,  or  on  the  banks  lying        1859. 
between  the  same  and  the  canals— {it  should  be  observed    ^mT'^^I^^. 
that  the  word  is  •* banks,"  not  ''bank,");  and  to  make  con-   »hibb  Cakal 
venient  places  for  boats  to  lie  in,  with  this  qualification —    Railway  Co. 
that  the  making  or  using  thereof  respectively  shall  not        Hill. 
obstruct  or  prejudice  the  navigation  or  towing  paths  on  the 
gides  (not  side)  thereof.     This  latter  clause  applies  not 
merely  to  making  but  using   whar&.     I  understand   the 
meaning  to  be  that  parties  are  entided  to  make  use  of  the 
^  banks,"  by  which  I  understand  the  soil  which  confines 
the  water  and  separates  it  from  the  adjoining  land.    But  all 
such  rights  are  to  be  subordinate  to  the  right  of  the  canal 
Company  to  have  the  towing  path  unimpeded.     Were  any 
other  construction  to  be  put  on  the  Act,  it  would  give  the 
canal  Company  the  power  at  their  own  pleasure  to  deprive 
the  adjoining  owners  of  the  right  to  use  the  canaL 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr.  Gray's 
argument  is,  that  section  1 34  applies  to  the  owners  of  land 
on  one  side  only  of  the  canaL  But  the  language  is,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  **  for  the  owners  of  any  lands  through  which 
the  canals  shall  be  made  to  erect  and  use  any  wharf  upon 
their  respective  lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  said  canals, 
and  to  land  any  goods  upon  such  wharfs  or  upon  the  banks 
lying  between  the  same  and  the  said  canals ;"  that  means 
on  the  land  on  each  side  of  the  canal. 

Chaknell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  In  constru- 
ing the  statute  we  must  do  so  so  as  to  make  every  part  of  it 
consistent  Contemplating  the  formation  of  the  canal,  it 
secures  advantages  to  the  owners  of  land  adjoining  the 
canal.  It  is  admitted  that  if  the  bank  in  question,  bound- 
ing the  canal,  was  a  bank  not  used  as  a  towing  path,  the 
defendants  would  be  justified  in  what  they  have  done.    But 
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V. 

Hill. 


1859.         1^  is  ^id  that,  being  a  towing  path,  the  right  which  the  de- 
^^"^^^    '       fendants  contend  for  does  not  exist     But  I  see  no  reason 

Monmouth- 
shire Canal    for  such  a  construction.     In  the  1st  section  the  Company 

AND 

Railway  Co.  are  empowered  to  set  out  *^  towing  paths,  banks,  roads  and 
ways,  for  the  towing,  haling  and  drawing  of  boats."  This 
shews  that  the  word  '* banks**  is  used  in  the  same  sense  as 
the  word  <^  towing  paths.'*  The  public  interest  is  sufficiently 
protected  by  making  the  rights  given  to  the  adjoining  owners 
subordinate  to  those  given  to  the  public. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 


May  3. 


By  indenture 
of  the  23rd 
September, 
1856,  B 
mortgaged  to 
V.  certain 
premises  as  a 
security  for  a 
loan  of  2500/. 
The  deed  con- 


The  Metropolitan  Counties  and  General  Life 
Assurance,  Annuity^  Loan  and  Investment 
Society  v.  Brown. 

Ejectment  for  land  and  premises  in  Sheffield,  called 
"  The  Albion  Iron  and  Steel  Works."  By  the  writ,  which 
was  dated  the  5th  January,  1859,  the  plaintiffs  claimed  to 
have  been  entitled  to  possession  on  the  15tb  November, 
1858. 

At  the  trial,  before  Willes^J.y  at  the  last  Yorkshire  Spring 

tained  a  power 

of  sale  in  default  of  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  a  certain  day :  also  a  power  lor 
the  mortgagees  **  at  any  time  or  times  after  such  default "  to  enter  upon  the  premises.  The 
deed  also  contained  the  following  provision  : — **  Lastly,  to  the  intent  that  the  said  V.  may  have 
for  the  recovery  of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  principal  money  hereby  secured  the  same 
powers  of  entry  and  distress  as  arc  by  law  given  to  landlords  for  the  recovery  of  rent  in  arrear, 
the  said  B.  doth  hereby  attorn  and  become  tenant  from  year  to  year  to  the  said  V.  of  the  laid  pre- 
mises hereby  assigned,  at  and  under  the  yearly  rent  of  125/.,  to  be  paid  by  half-yearly  paymeoti 
on  the  23rd  March  and  25th  September.  Nevertheless  it  is  hereby  aCTced  that  in  the  event  of 
any  sale  under  the  powers  hereinbefore  contained,  the  attornment  and  tenancy  hereby  created 
shall,  as  regards  such  portion  of  the  premises  as  shall  be  sold,  be  at  an  end  ;  and  that  without 
any  previous  notice  to  put  an  end  to  the  same.*'  By  indenture  of  the  18th  February,  1857,  B. 
assigned  by  way  of  mortgage  all  his  interest  in  the  mortgaged  premises  to  the  plaintifl^,  as  t 
security  for  a  loan  of  1500/.  Bv  indenture  of  the  27th  October,  1858,  V.  assigned  his  mortgage 
to  the  plaintiffs.  On  the  12th  November,  1858,  the  plaintiffs  gave  B.  notice  that  they  bad 
entered  on  the  premises  under  the  provisions  contained  in  the  mortgage  deed  of  the  23rd 
September,  185G.  B.  refused  to  give  up  possession,  and  on  the  25th  ^fovembe^  the  plaintifi 
distrained  B.'s  goods  for  rent  alleged  to  be  due  up  to  the  25th  September. — Held,  that  the  dame 
of  attornment  in  the  indenture  of  the  23rd  September,  1856,  did  not  create  a  tenancy  from  year 
to  year  with  all  its  incidents ;  and  that  the  plaintiffs  might  maintain  ejectment  against  B.  without 
givmg  him  six  months'  notice  to  quit. 
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Assizes,  the  following  facts  iappeared. — By  indenture  of  the        1869. 

23rd  September,  1856,  between  W.  Brown  (the  defendant)    ^^^'^''"^ 

^  '    Metbopoli- 

of  the  one  part,  and  B.  Vickers,  E.  Lowe,  and  E.  Vickers  ta»  Coumtim 
ot  the  other  part :  after  reciting  (inter  alia)  an  indenture,  Compamt 
whereby  the  land  in  question  was  demised  to  the  defendant  Beowh. 
for  a  term  of  800  years:  also  reciting  that  the  defendant 
had  erected  on  the  demised  land  a  rolling  mill,  steam 
engine,  and  other  machinery:  The  defendant,  in  consi- 
deration of  2,500i  lent  to  him  by  B.  Vickers,  E.  Lowe, 
and  &  Vickers,  assigned  to  them  by  way  of  mortgage  the 
land  and  machinery,  with  a  proviso  for  redemption  on  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  on  the  23rd  March,1857. 
There  was  the  usual  covenant  for  payment  on  that  day, 
followed  by  a  proviso,  that  the  mortgagees  might  at  any 
time  or  times  after  default,  sell  the  premises.  There  was 
also  a  proviso  that  if  default  should  be  made  in  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  at  the  time  specified,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  mortgagees  '*  at  any  time  or  times  after  such 
de&ult  to  enter  into  or  upon"  the  land  and  machinery 
thereby  assigned.  The  deed  also  contained  the  following 
clause : — **  Lastly,  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said  B.  Vickers, 
E.  Lowe,  and  E.  Vickers,  their  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  may  have  for  the  recovery  of  the  interest 
accruing  on  the  principal  money  hereby  secured,  the  same 
powers  of  entry  And  distress  as  are  by  law  given  to  landlords 
for  the  recovery  of  rent  in  arrear,  the  said  W.  Brown  doth 
hereby  attorn  and  become  tenant  from  year  to  year  to  the 
said  B.  Vickers,  E.  Lowe,  and  E.  Vickers,  their  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns  of  the  said  parcel  of  land,  rolling 
mill,  &C,  and  premises  hereinbefore  assigned,  at  and  under 
the  yearly  rent  of  125/.,  clear  of  all  deductions,  to  be 
paid  by  equal  half-yearly  payments  on  the  23rd  day  of 
March  and  25th  day  of  September  in  every  year,  the  first 
payment  whereof  to  be  made  on  the  25th  March  now  next. 
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1869.       Nevertheless  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  in  the  event  of  any 
-,^*^^''     '      sale  under  the  powers  hereinbefore  contained,  the  attom- 

Metbopoli-  *^ 

TAH  CouHTiw  ment  and  tenancy  hereby  created  shall  as  regards  soch 
CoupAMT  portion  of  the  premises  as  shall  be  sold,  be  at  an  end;  and 
Bbowv.  that  without  any  previous  notice  to  put  an  end  to  the 
same."— By  indenture  of  the  18th  February,  1857,  between 
the  defendant  of  the  one  part  and  the  plaintiffs  of  the  other 
part,  the  defendant  in  consideration  of  1,5002.  lent  to  him 
by  the  plaintifis,  assigned  to  them  by  way  of  mortgage 
the  same  land  and  machinery :  ^^  And  all  the  estate,  tide^ 
term  of  years,  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  both  at  law 
and  in  equity  of  him  the  said  W.  Brown  in  the  same  lease- 
hold hereditaments,  fixtures  and  premises :"  habendum  fiir 
the  residue  of  the  said  term  of  800  years,  subject  to  the 
indenture  of  mortgage  of  the  23rd  September,  1856«  By 
indenture  of  the  27th  October,  1858,  B.Vickers,  E.  Lowe^ 
and  £.  Vickers  assigned  their  mortgage  to  the  plaintiffik 
On  the  12th  November,  1858,  the  plaintifis  served  the  de- 
fendant with  a  notice  of  the  assignment,  and  that  they  bad 
entered  upon  the  premises  under  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  mortgaged  deed  of  the  23rd  September,  185&  The 
defendant  refused  to  give  up  possession,  and  on  the  25th 
November  the  plaintifis  distrained  the  defendant's  goods  on 
the  premises  for  187/.,  alleged  to  be  due  for  rent  up  to  the 
25th  September. 

It  was  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  there 
was  a  subsisting  tenancy  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  title. 
The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifli^ 
reserving  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict 
for  him. 

AtherUm^  in  the  present  term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accord* 
ingly ;  against  which 

Overend  and  Quoin  shewed  cause. — First,  the  tenancy 
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created  by  the  clause  of  attornment  in  the  indenture  of       1850. 
the  23rd  September,  1856,  did  not  subsist  at  the  time  the     /-^^"'-^ 

'^  METROPOU- 

ejectment  was  brought     By  the  indenture  of  the  18th  tan  Counties 
T?  1  fin  1  Assurance 

l^ebniary,  1857,  the  defendant  conveyed  to  the  pkintifiis      Company 

all  his  interest  in  the  premises.  The  plaintifis  being  pos-  Brown. 
sessed  of  the  yearly  term,  the  reversion  passed  to  them  by 
the  assignment  of  the  27th  October,  1858,  and  the  term 
then  merged  in  the  reversion. — Secondly,  assuming  that 
any  tenancy  subsisted,  it  was  not  a  tenancy  subject  to  the 
ordinary  incidents  of  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  but  a 
mere  tenancy  at  wilL  The  deed  empowers  the  mortgagee 
to  enter  at  any  time  or  times  on  default  in  payment,  and 
the  tenancy  at  will  was  determined  by  the  notice  of  the 
12th  November,  1858.  In  Doe  d.  Snell  v.  Tom  (a)  the 
mortgage  deed  contained  a  clause  by  which  the  mortgagor 
attorned  tenant  to  the  mortgagee  at  an  annual  rent :  there 
was  also  a  power  of  entry  ip  case  of  default  in  payment  of 
the  mortgage  money ;  and  it  was  held  that  the  mortgagee 
might  bring  ejectment  without  giving  the  mortgagor  any 
notice  to  quit  That  case  was  decided  on  the  authority  of 
Doe  d.  Garrod  v.  OUey  (b\  where  the  mortgage  deed  con- 
tained an  agreement  that  the  mortgagor  during  his  occupa- 
tion of  the  premises  should  pay  the  mortgagee  an  annual 
rent,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  mortgagee  to  use 
such  remcnlies  by  distress  and  sale  for  the  recovery  of  the 
rent  as  landlords  have  on  common  demises:  provided  that 
the  reservation  of  such  rent  should  not  prejudice  the  mort- 
gagee's right  to  enter  and  evict  the  mortgagor  at  any  time 
after  default  in  payment  of  the  monies  secured  or  any  part 
thereo£  It  was  held  that,  after  de&ult  in  payment  of  the 
principal  and  one  half  year's  rent,  the  mortgagee  might 
eject  the  mortgagor  without  any  notice  to  quit,  though  he 
had  treated  the  mortgagor  as  tenant  by  distraining  on  him 

(a)  4  Q.  B.  615.  (b)  12  A.  &  E.  481. 

F  F  2 
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1850.        for  a  previous  year  s  rent.     The  eflfect  of  a  cUuse  that  the 
MKTRoroLi-    "^^""^P^**  shall  become  tenant  to  the  mortgagee  at  a  rent 
TAN  loiNTiw  18  discussed  in  1  Smith's  Lead.  Cas.  n.  447,  4th  ed.    It 
Company       will  be  aimed  that  the  distress  on  the  25th  NoTember  was 
BaowN.       a  recognition  of  an  existing  tenancy;  but  that  distress  was 
for  rent  due  on  the  23rd  September,  and  therefixe  it  was 
no  recognition  of  a  tenancy  at  the  time  the  ejectment  was 
brought.    In  Doe  d.  ffilkituam  t.  Gcodier(a)  the  OMXtgagee, 
under  a  power  in  the  mortgage  deed  enabling  him  to  dis- 
train for  arrears  of  interest  **  in  like  manner  as  for  rent,* 
distrained  after  the  date  of  the  demise  in  the  dechumtioD, 
but  for  arrears  doe  before  such  demise,  the  mortgagor 
havii^  (without  any  express  proriacMi  in  the  deed  enabiiiig 
him  to  do  so)  continued  in  poascsoion;   and  it  was  heU 
that  such  dfitreas  did  not  amount  to  a  recqgnitiQD  of  the 
mortgagor  as  tenant,  so  »  to  disable  the  mortgagee  from 
hringii:^  ejectment.   Moreofver,  the  Cocut  of  Qoeen  a  Bench 
h«»  decKkd  that  the  power  to  dbtrain  was  pot  an  end 
to  by  the  aas^nmoit,  and  consequently  the  diatMesa  was 
nnlawfcl^Ai 

JAfrtim  and  T.  ^mea^  in  sopport  of  the  rale. — Tht 
daiKse  of  actorament  cieeted  a  tmancj  from  year  ao  year, 
which  evHzkl  oqIt  be  determined  bT  six  mondia*  nociee  to 
quit.  [BhML  C.  el — TV  cbose  expseaaes  the  intent  fir 
which  :he  tmiancy  »  creaced*  t{&  that  the  awmgaign  may 
ha^  XHT  the  nxwviT  of  toe  inoeRst  the  saane  powencf 
eoCTT  aod  cb$u«s»  ;»  are  by  bsw  grten  to  landhsciii  for  ^ 
nNvnrnr  s*f  r^cc  rn  acrewr.  Sttp^^ee  the  wordb  bnd  beca^ 
*^  aoad  ^^  Ulae  incvoc  and  li/r  m  jAgr  laiiai,^  dMt  woM 
<xviXA^  tbae  v.YuiQttrr  bctsietrc^  wtiA:&  wcqU  actndi  lo  a 


V-*'  ' ^  sir  ?^  -^<r  met  csiv«%.  Vt  B^    X^  l»»fO^ 
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V. 
BSOWH. 


tenancy  from  year  to  year.  A  tenancy  may  be  coupled 
with  any  lawful  condition.]  Some  contracts  have  incidents 
attached  to  them  which  cannot  be  got  rid  of.   The  question  t\k  Courties 

°  *  ^  A88U&ANCK 

18  one  of  construction,  and  the  power  of  entry  on  default  in  Compaht 
payment  is  qualified  by  the  clause  of  attornment ;  for  the 
latter  provides  that  ^^  in  the  event  of  any  sale  the  tenancy 
thereby  created  shall,  as  regards  such  portion  of  the  pre- 
mises as  shall  be  sold,  be  at  an  end,  without  any  previous 
notice  to  put  an  end  to  the  same.**  That  excludes  any 
intention  that  the  tenancy  should  be  put  an  end  to  by  the 
clause  of  re-entry.  The  words  in  that  clause,  ^^at  any 
time  or  times  after  default,"  mean  at  any  time  or  times 
upon  ^sufficient  notice  given."  In  Dae  d.  Garrod  v. 
OUetf  (a)  there  was  an  express  provbion  that  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  rent  should  not  prejudice  the  mortgagee*s  right 
of  entry.  In  Doe  d.  Snell  v.  Tom  (i)  there  was  no  provi- 
sion, as  in  this  case,  that  the  clause  of  attornment  should 
not  prevail  against  the  power  of  sale.  Those  decisions 
cannot  be  relied  on  in  construing  this  deed,  the  terms  of 
which  are  materially  different  from  the  deeds  in  those 
cases.  Here  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year  b  created  by 
express  terms,  and  that  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the 
clause  of  re-entry  unless  the  mortgagee  b  to  make  hb 
election. 


Pollock,  C.  B. — This  is  an  action  of  ejectment  in  which 
the  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  reserv- 
ing leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit  on 
the  ground  that  no  notice  to  quit  had  been  given.  The 
defendant's  counsel  contended,  upon  the  authority  of  Doe 
d.  SneU  v.  Tom^  that  the  true  construction  of  the  proviso 
in  the  deed  of  the  23rd  September,  1856,  was  to  create  a 


(a)  12  A.  &  £.  481. 


(6)  4  Q.  B.  615. 
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1859.        tenancy  from  year  to  year,  under  which  the  defendant  bad 
v_^..-w'      ^  right  to  continue  as  tenant  until  he  received  a  notice  to 

MKTROPOLI-  ^  ^ 

TAH  CouNTiu  quit  putting  an  end  to  the  tenancy.  On  the  part  of  the 
CoMPAHT  plaintiff  it  was  contended  that,  assuming  the  effect  of  the 
Browv.  proviso  in  the  deed  was  to  create  a  tenancy  firom  year  to 
year,  yet  the  clause  of  re-entry  overrides  it ;  and  that  such 
a  tenancy  was  not  created  with  all  its  incidents,  but  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  mortgagees  a  right  to  distrain. 
As  a  pure  question  of  construction  I  have  felt  some  diffi- 
culty. This  belongs  to  a  class  of  cases  with  which  I  am 
not  so  familiar  as  to  be  able  to  say  at  once  what  is  the 
necessary  meaning  of  the  provisions,  but  I  have  satisfied 
myself  that  they  may  mean  what  is  contended  for  on  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff.  If  we  have  any  assistance  from  decided 
cases  we  ought  not  to  overrule  them ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  have  little  or  none.  Doe  d.  ^nell  v.  Tarn  (a) 
appears  to  decide  cases  of  this  sort,  though  this  distinction 
may  be  taken,  that  there  the  clause  of  attornment  did  not, 
as  here,  provide  that  upon  a  sale  the  tenancy  should  be  at 
an  end  without  any  previous  notice.  In  construing  this 
deed  we  ought  rather  to  look  at  the  intention  of  the  parties 
than  any  supposed  meaning  of  certain  words.  I  think  that 
whatever  weight  may  attach  to  the  words  that  the  mort- 
gagee "  doth  hereby  attorn  and  become  tenant  from  year 
to  year,"  that  is  overbalanced  by  the  expression  that  the 
tenancy  was  created  to  give  the  mortgagees  a  right  to 
distrain  for  the  arrears  of  interest.  If  the  mortgagor  was 
subjected  to  any  real  grievance  in  not  having  a  notice  to 
quit,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  putting  a  different 
constniction  on  the  clause ;  but  he  has  uken  a  tenancy, 
apparently  not  for  the  benefit  of  himself  but  in  order  to 
give  the  mortgagee  a  right  to  distrain.     It  seems  to  me 

(a)  4  Q.  B.  615. 
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that  the  clause  of  attomment  did  not  create  a  tenancy  from        1859. 
year  to  year  with  all  its  incidents  and  that,  looking  at  the      ^'--^v-*-^ 
deed  in  its  entirety,  the  true  construction  is  that  the  right  tan  Couktibs 

ASSUEANCK 

of  entry  overrides  the  other  provision;    and   therefore,      Compaiit 
notwithstanding  the  tenancy  thereby  created,   the  mort-       Browv. 
gagee  may  re-enter  on  default  in  payment  of  the  interest 
We  ha?e  thus  attained  the  grammatical  and  true  construc- 
tion of  the  deed,  and  we  act  in  accordance  with  the  decided 
in  saying  this  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 


Mabtin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  On  the  23rd 
September,  1856,  the  defendant  mortgaged  these  premises 
to  Vickers,  Lowe  and  Vickers.  On  the  18th  February  the 
defendant  executed  a  second  mortage  to  the  plaintiflb; 
and  on  the  27th  October,  1858,  the  plaintifis  obtained  an 
assignment  of  the  first  mortgage.  On  the  I2th  November  they 
gave  a  notice  which  would  ha?e  had  the  effect  of  determining 
the  defendant's  tenancy,  if  it  was  a  tenancy  at  will ;  but  the 
defendant  refused  to  give  up  possession.  They  then  wiuted 
until  the  25th  of  November,  when  they  made  a  distress  for 
rent  as  due  upon  the  25th  September,  1858.  On  these 
fiu^ts  the  question  is,  whether  upon  the  true  construction  of 
the  mortgage  deed  of  the  23rd  September,  1856,  the  plain- 
tifis  are  entitled  to  enter  without  a  six  months'  notice  to 
quit.  This  deed  recites  that  the  defendant  was  possessed 
of  the  residue  of  a  term  of  800  years,  and  being  in  want  of 
2,500L  he  mortgages  it  for  that  sum,  with  the  condition 
that  if  the  money  be  paid  before  the  23rd  March  the  mort- 
gage shall  be  re-assigned.  There  are  then  several  covenants 
and  conditions  for  the  security  of  the  mortgagees.  There 
IB  a  power  to  sell,  a  power  to  enter,  and  lastly  a  tenancy  is 
created;  but  that  is  given  in  distinct  terms  for  the  benefit 
of  the  mortgagees,  that  they  may  have  a  right  to  distridn. 
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1859.        I^  ^B  °o^  contended  that  this  clause  creates  a  tenancy  from 
^^^-^^''^^      year  to  year,  with  all  its  incidents ;  and  therefore  it  can 

Mbtropoli-    ^  ^        '  ^  ^  ^ 

TAK  CouNTizai  only  be  determined  by  a  six  months'  notice  to  quit.  I 
CoMPAHT  think  that  instead  of  creating  any  interest  in  fiiyoor  (H  the 
Browh.  mortgagor,  it  creates  a  tenancy  only  in  fiivour  of  the  mort- 
gagee. If  the  clause  were  construed  by  itself  it  would 
create  a  tenancy  which  could  only  be  determined  by  a  six 
months'  notice  to  quit ;  but  looking  at  the  object  of  the 
deed,  which  was  to  give  a  security  for  the  money  lent, 
it  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the  other  provisions. 
Then  the  concluding  part  of  the  clause  provides  that  in  the 
event  of  a  iok  the  tenancy  shall  be  at  an  end ;  and  it  was 
contended,  on  the  principle  that  expressio  unius  est  exdudo 
alterius,  that  this  shewed  that  the  tenancy  was  to  continue 
if  no  sale  took  place.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  provi- 
sion does  not  affect  the  previous  right  of  entry ;  and  iiirtber 
that  under  the  indenture  of  the  18th  February,  1857,  what- 
ever interest  existed  in  the  defendant  passed  to  the  plain- 
tifls.  Whether  there  was  a  tenancy  at  will  or  a  mere 
wrongful  possession  by  the  mortgagor,  the  notice  of  the 
12th  November,  1858,  was  a  sufficient  demand  of  posses- 
sion to  give  a  right  of  entry.  Then  what  was  the  effect  of 
the  distress  ?  None  whatever,  for  as  there  was  no  tenancyi 
the  distress  was  unlawfuL  For  these  reasons  I  think  that 
the  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

BRABffWELL,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  claose 
in  question  did  not  create  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year  with 
all  its  incidents.  The  power  of  sale  is  unlimited  in  terms,  viz. 
that  the  mortgagee  may  enter  at  any  time  or  timet  after  de- 
fault. It  is  sought  to  qualify  those  words  by  the  last  clause,  but 
in  my  opinion  that  is  a  provision  in  favour  of  the  mortgagee. 
The  power  of  entry  is  not  inconsistent  with  that  clause.    If 
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the  mortgagee  sold  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  premises,  the        1859. 
tenaocy  would  be  ipso  facto  at  an  end ;  if  there  was  no  sale,    -^^"^"^^^^  . 
the  tenancy  would  continue  until  the  mortgagee  entered.       t^  Counties 

A88URAN0B 


Channell,  B. — I  entertained  some  doubt  during  the 
argument,  but  am  now  satisfied  that  the  view  of  my  learned 
brothers  is  correct  The  question  depends  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  deed  of  the  23rd  September,  1856,  for  the  facts 
are  not  disputed.  I  agree  that  the  parties  contemplated  a 
tenancy  from  year  to  year,  but  that  need  not  be  a  tenancy 
with  all  the  incidents  which  usually  attach  to  a  tenancy  from 
year  to  year.  The  doubt  I  have  had  arose  from  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  clause,  but  on  consideration  I  think  that 
this  case  is  governed  by  Dae  d.  Garrad  v.  OUey.  I  admit 
that  the  words  of  jthis  deed  are  stronger,  but  both  cases 
are  alike  in  this  respect,  that  though  a  tenancy  from  year  to 
year  is  created,  there  is  a  provision  that  the  mortgagee  may 
enter  at  any  time  upon  default  in  payment  Then  Doe  d. 
Garrad  v.  OUey  being  so  far  similar,  is  this  case  afiected 
by  the  words  that  in  the  event  of  a  sale  the  tenancy  shall  be 
at  ao  end  without  any  notice  to  quit  ?  It  is  impossible  to 
give  to  those  words  the  construction  contended  for  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  without  qualifying  the  express  power 
given  by  the  clause  of  entry. 

Rule  discharged. 


Company 

r. 
Beown. 
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May  10.  Dame  Harriet  Lucy  Tancred  v.  Allgood. 

First  count  t  jT  IRST  couiit. — ^Tbat  at  the  time  of  the  commiflBion  of 

that  plftintiff  -           ,                                                                                    i               •            r 

the  owner  the  grievances  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  propnetor  of 


ba(ffa«^7et*^  certain  goods,  which  had  been  and  were  let  to  hire,  for  a 

T.for a^tCTm  ^"°  unexpired,  to  one  Sir  Thomas  Tancred,  who  then  had 

d*f  *d*iit****ld  ^^  *^®®  ^^^  possession  under  such  letting,  the  reversionary 

the  goods  and  property,  estate  and  interest  in  the  said  goods  belonging  to 

dispersed  them 

soastopremt  the  plaintiff :  that  the  defendant,  well  knowing  the  premises, 

the  same  being 

followed  or  wrongfully  seized  and  took  the  said  goods  out  of  the  posses- 
plaintiff  was  sion  of  Sir  T.  Tancred,  and  absolutely  sold  the  said  goods, 
rBTersionAry^  and  Converted  and  disposed  thereof  and  dispersed  them  so 
i^cood  count-  ^  ^^  prevent  the  same  being  followed  or  found,  whereby 
JT^"  ^  ^J"*  the  plaintiff  was  injured  in  her  reversionary  estate  in  the 

that  it  alleged     croods. 
that  the  goods     ° 

were  let  to  T.        Second  count — That  at  the  time  of  the  grievances  the 

"  to  be  used  .     .  . 

in  a  certain  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  goods  which  had  been  let  to  hire, 

otherwise  or  aud  for  a  term  unexpired,  to  Sir  T.  Tancred,  and  then  onljf 

that  T.  had  ^^r  use  upon  a  certain  messuage  and  premises,  and  not  other- 

gcIJ^dTsubA^  w^  ^^  elsewhere :  that  Sir  T.  Tancred  had  the  use  and 

J?  **»«  ejP'™-  possession  of  the  goods,  under  such  letting  to  hire,  upon  and 

term  and  sub-  subject  to  the  terms  thereof,  ihe  reversionary  property,  estate 

determination  and  interest  in  the  said  goods,  expectant  upon  the  expiration 

of  the  term, 

by  the  violation  of  the  term,  or  upon  the  determination  of  the  contract  and 
thereof.**  hiring,  by  the  violation  of  the  terms  thereof,  then  belonging 

Pleas  *  that 

the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff;  yet  the  defendant,  well  knowing  the  pre- 
and  sold" the***  mises,  wrongfully  seized  and  took  the  goods  out  of  the 
S!^et"oTcrt.     possession  of  Sir  T.  Tancred  and  removed  them  out  of  die 

but  as  sheriff 

under  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  against  T.,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  sustained  and  would  not  sustain 
any  damage  by  reason  of  the  premises.—  Held,  that  as  the  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff 
were  the  foundation  of  the  action,  the  picas  were  an  answer  to  the  action. 
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said  messuage  and  premises,  and  absolutely  sold  to  divers 
persons  ^e  said  goods  and  all  the  title  and  interest  therein, 
including  not  only  Sir  T.  Tancred's  interest  and  the  right  «. 

to  use  the  same  in  the  said  messuage  and  premises,  but 
also  the  reversionary  property,  estate  and  interest  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  right  to  remove  and  use  the  same  away 
firom  the  said  messuage  in  any  and  every  other  place :  that 
the  said  goods  were  delivered  by  the  defendant  to  the 
vendees,  and  were,  under  and  by  means  and  in  pursuance  of 
such  sale,  removed  and  used  away  from  the  messuage,  and 
were  thereby  dispersed  by  the  defendant,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  being  followed  or  found,  whereby  the  plaintiff  was 
injured  in  her  reversionary  estate  in  the  goods. 

Third  plea  to  the  first  count. — That  defendant  seized 
and  took  and  sold,,  not  in  market  overt,  the  said  goods,  and 
thereby  converted  and  disposed  thereof  and  dispersed  the 
same,  as  and  being  and  not  otherwise  than  sheriff  of  the 
county  where  the  grievances  were  committed,  in  the  due 
execution  by  the  defendant  as  such  sheriff  of  a  certain  writ 
of  execution,  whereby  he  was  commanded  as  such  sheriff 
to  seise  and  sell  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Sir 
Thomas  Tancred  in  his  bailiwick,  to  satisfy  certain  monies 
recovered  against  him,  &c. ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
at  the  commencement  of  the  suit  sustained,  and  would  not 
sustain,  any  damage  by  reason  of  the  prembes. 

Demurrer  and  joinder. 

Fifth  plea. — A  similar  plea  to  the  second  count. 

Demurrer  and  joinder. 

Phtpsan  argued  for  the  plaintiff  (May  4). — The  plaintiff 
sues  for  injury  to  her  reversionary  interest.  Not  having 
been  entitled  to  possession  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
grievances,  it  is  not  a  case  in  which  trover  would  lie : 
Gordon  v.  Harper  (a).     It  has  been  frequently  intimated 

(a)  7  T.  R.  9. 


Taxcrbo 
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1859.        ^^'^^  '^  ^c^  A  ^^^'^  ^  ^^  present  a  special  count  b  proper. 
In  Farrer  v.  Beswiek  (a)  a  sheriff's  officer  bad  sold  some 
V.  horses,  the  joint  property  of  the  plaintiff  and  another,  under 

Allgood.  .  -,  , 

a  writ  against  the  goods  of  the  hitter,  and  in  the  course  of  the 

argument,  Parke,  B.,  obsenred  (p.  685):  «  There  b  cona- 

derable  doubt  whether  thb  b  a  conversion  by  the  sheriff  or 

only  the  subject  of  a  special  action  on  the  case.     When  I 

was  at  the  bar  I  used  in  these  cases  to  declare  in  a  speciil 

action  on  the  case."    If  a  tenant  in  common  has  a  remedy, 

where  his  goods  are  sold  by  the  sheriff  under  an  executioD 

against  his  co-tenant,  a  fortiori  a  reversioner  cao  sue  fer 

the  absolute  sale  of  the  property  in  an  execution  against 

the   termor.     Mayhew  v.   Herrick  (6)   exactly  resembles 

thb  case,  except  in  the  circumstance  that  the  bankrupt, 

whose  assignees  were  the  plaintifis,  was  tenant  in  common 

with  the  person  against  whose  goods  the  execation  bad 

issued.     In  that  case  there  was  a  special  count  and  also  a 

count  in  trover.     The  plaintifis  proved  that  the  defendant 

had  taken  the  bankrupt's  goods;  the  point  was  dbtinctly 

raised  that  the  plaintifis  had  a  right  of  action  against  the 

sheriff  in  respect  of  the  absolute  sale  by  him  of  the  bankrupt*8 

undivided  moiety  in  the  goods,  and  it  was  held  that  thej 

had.  In  Archbold's  Practice,  by  Chitty,  p.  606  (c),  it  b  laid 

down  that  under  a  fi.  fa.  against  one  of  two  partners  the  sheriff 

may  seize  the  goods  of  both,  but  can  only  tell  the  debtor's 

undivided  moiety.     [Channell,  B. — I  suppose  the  plaintiff 

relies  upon  the  words  in  the  declaration  **  well  knowing  the 

premises."     In  Dean   v.  Whittaker  {d\  it  seems  to  have 

been  assumed  that  the  sheriff  would  be  liable  for  selling  too 

large  an  interest  after  notice.     Bramwell,  B. — Words  alone 

do  not  give  a  cause  of  action.     The  sheriff  who  had  a  right 

to  sell,  did  so;  the  act  alone  was  lawful.]     It  b  submitted 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  682.  (c)  9th  edition. 

(*)  7  C.  B.  229.  {d)  1  G.  &  P.  347. 
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that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  rely  on  those  words.        1859. 

In  Garland  v.  Carlisle  (a),  it  was  held  that  the  innocence  of     ^iT"^"^^ 

a  shcriffy  who  sold  without  notice  of  a  secret  act  of  bank-  t>. 

Allgood. 

ruptcy,  did  not  protect  him  from  liability  in  an  action  of 
trover.  It  was  a  tort  to  sell  the  absolute  interest  of  the  plain- 
tiff, so  as  to  prevent  the  goods  being  found  and  followed. 
Damage  necessarily  follows  from  that  act.  iMartin,  B.—  Is 
there  any  authority  for  saying  that  such  an  interest  exists  as  a 
reversion  in  ^oa<&^]  There  may  be  a  lease  of  goods.  [Pollock, 
C.  B. — In  one  sense  there  may,  but  that  is  not  in  the  sense 
of  a  lease  as  applied  to  land.]  There  are  many  cases  which 
recognize  the  position  of  lessor  and  lessee  of  goods :  Bradley 
V.  Copley  (i),  Cooper  v.  Willomatt  (e),  Bryant  v.  Wardell  (rf), 
Fenn  v.  Bittleston(e).  [Pollocky  C.  B.— Is  not  the  action 
brought  too  soon.  Should  not  the  plidntiff  have  waited 
until  she  sustained  actual  damage  ?]  She  is  damaged 
already,  viz.  in  her  reversionary  estate.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — 
It  seems  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  law,  which  abhors 
multiplicity  of  actions,  that  several  persons  should  have 
distinct  rights  of  action  at  the  same  time  for  injuries  to  a 
chattel.  The  case  of  land,  no  doubt,  is  different  on  account 
of  the  separate  estates  that  may  exist  in  it  at  the  same 
time.]  In  Jenkins  v.  Cook  (/),  Parke,  B.,  puts  the  case 
of  a  sheriff  selling  more  than  a  tenant's  interest,  as  an 
instance  of  injury  to  the  reversion  dating  from  the  sale 
of  the  whole  property.  That  case  resembles  the  present. 
Suppose  the  case  of  a  horse  let  to  hire  for  a  year ;  the  owner 
dispossesses  himself  for  that  year ;  if  the  horse  is  shot  is  the 
owner  to  have  no  remedy  for  the  value  ?  He  ought  to  have 
the  full  value.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — No  doubt  he  has  a  remedy 
if  be  is  injured.    But  here  the  plea  alleges  that  the  plaintiff 

(a)  2  Cr.  &  M.  31.  (d)  2  Exch.  479. 

lb)  1  C.  B.  685.  (e)   7  Exch.  152. 

(c)  1  C.  B.  672.  (/)  1  A.  &  E.  875,  note. 
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has  sustained  no  injury.    Martin^  B. — What  remains  in  the 
owner  of  goods  who  lets  them  for  a  time,  is  not  analogous 
,    ^'  to  the  interest  which  remains  in  the  owner  of  land  who 

Allqood. 

demises  it  for  a  term.  In  Co.  Litt.  it  is  said,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  bailee  of  goods  to  use  them  according  to  the 
intent  of  the  bailment ;  using  them  improperly  determines 
the  bailment.]  The  interest  remaining  in  one  who  lets  goods 
to  another  is  something  more  than  matter  of  contract ;  though 
he  parts  with  possession  of  the  goods,  he  retains  a  certain 
interest  though  not  a  possessory  interest.  The  owner  of  a 
house  let  for  a  month  can  sell  it  during  the  month  {a). 
The  buyer  at  the  end  of  the  month  could  enforce  the  de- 
livery, though  during  the  month  he  can  maintain  no  action 
on  the  contract  of  hiring.  But  suppose  a  stranger  injures  the 
house  during  that  time,  can  the  buyer  maintain  no  action 
against  him  ?  [Potlock,  C.  B. — Then,  can  the  o?mer  and 
the  hirer  both  sue  at  the  same  time  for  the  same  thii^? 
No  doubt  if  an  injury  is  done  to  a  senrant  he  can  sue,  as  also 
can  his  master  for  loss  of  service.]  Then,  as  to  the  damage^ 
that  clearly  results  from  the  absolute  sale,  by  which  it  is 
alleged  that  the  plaintiff  b  prevented  from  following  and 
finding  the  goods. 

Biack&umy  for  the  defendant. — It  may  be  conceded  that 
if  the  goods  had  sustained  any  immediate  injury  the  plain- 
tiff woukl  have  a  good  cause  of  action.  But  it  is  submitted 
that  the  pica  in  eflect  amounts  to  not  guilty,  and  negatives 
the  existence  of  any  cause  of  action.  It  states  that  the 
plaintiff  neither  has  sustained,  nor  will  sustain  any  damage. 
The  argument  on  the  other  side  is,  that  the  &ct  to  averred 
is  impossible :  damage  to  the  plaintiff  being  the  necessary 
result  of  the  state  of  things  alleged  in  the  declaration  and 
contes^sed  by  the  plea.     In  truth,  whether  damage  has  or 

V-^  :^>f  FnnO&i  V.  .Vrtilr,  13  M.  &  W.  4S1. 
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has  not  been  sustained  is  a  question  of  fact     For  instance,        1859. 
if  a  jewel  had  been  seized  and  sold  to  a  jeweller  the  plaintiff      ^T""^"*^ 
might  obtain  it  again  at  the  expiration  of  Sir  T.  Tancred's  9. 

.  Allgood. 

term.  In  Otoen  v.  Leffh  (a),  the  defendant,  who  was  the  plain- 
tiff's landlord,  had  distrained  and  sold  growing  crops  before 
they  were  ripe;  it  was  held  that,  the  sale  being  altogether 
▼Old,  the  plaintiff  sustained  no  legal  damage  from  it,  and  had 
therefore  no  ground  of  action  in  respect  of  it  In  the  pre- 
sent case  the  sale  by  the  sheriff  was  simply  void  as  to  any 
thing  beyond  Sir  Thomas  Tancred's  interest,  and  if  so  there 
is  no  damage  to  the  plaintiff.  As  to  the  charge  of  eloigning 
and  dispersing  the  goods;  it  is  nevertheless  possible  that 
they  may  be  found  again  and  restored,  and  the  possible 
case  must  be  presumed.  Unless  the  injury  is  necessarily 
permanent  there  can  be  no  right  of  action.  In  Hopwood  v. 
SchofieU  (&),  Pattesofiy  J.,  asked,  **  How  can  an  injury  be 
called  permanent  which  may  be  redressed  in  a  few  days  ?" 
[Martin,  B.,  referred  to  Mumford  v.  TTie  Oxford,  Worcester 
and  Wolverhampton  Jtailway  Company  (0).]  It  is  true  the 
removal  of  these  goods  may  turn  out  to  be  an  injury,  but  it 
may  be  none.  The  allegation  that  no  damage  will  accrue 
is  traversable ;  if  the  plaintiff  had  traversed  it  he  would 
have  raised  a  proper  question  for  a  jury :  Young  v. 
Spencer  (d).  [Pollock,  C.  B. —  Where  goods  are  let  with  a 
house  the  sheriff  cannot  sell  them  to  be  used  elsewhere.]  If 
be  does,  there  may  be  a  cause  of  action,  provided  the  owner 
has  a  right  of  re-entry  in  such  an  event,  but  not  otherwise. 

Phipson,  in  reply. — The  third  plea  admits  that  there  has 
been  an  absolute  sale  so  as  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  finding 
the  goods  again ;  if  so,  damage  to  the  plaintiff  is  inevitable. 
That  distinguishes  this  case  from  Owen  v.  Legh  (a).     The 

(a)  3  B.  &  Aid.  470.  (c)  1  H.  &  N.  34. 

(6)  2  Moo.  &  Rob.  34.  (d)  10  B.  &  C.  145. 
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1859.  fifth  plea  admits  a  sale  of  the  plaintiff's  interest  and  of  a 
^;][^^^  right  to  use  the  goods  in  other  places  than  those  in  which 
the  tenant  had  a  right  to  use  them.  That  is  a  necessary 
damage,  and  there  is  no  need  of  a  proviso  for  re-entry,  in 
the  event  of  such  user,  to  give  a  right  of  action  to  the 
plaintiff  in  respect  of  it  Damage  to  the  plaintiff's  title 
may  be  sufficient  cause  of  action.  There  are  many  cases  in 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  actual  damage :  MarxM 
V.  Williams  (a).  Fray  v.  Voules  (ft). 

Cur.  adv.  imlL 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  now  said:— In  thb  case  the  damage 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  is  the  whole  foundation  of  the 
action.  Probably  any  temporary  damage  done  while  the 
plaintiff's  possession  was  suspended  by  her  contract  with 
another  person,  is  not  the  foundation  of  an  action.  There  is 
an  allegation  in  the  plea,  which  is  confessed  by  the  demurrer, 
that  no  damage  has  been  sustained  or  could  be  sustuned 
We  think,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment on  the  demurrer  to  the  plea  to  the  first,  count  The 
second  count  does  not  shew  or  allege  that,  by  reason  of  the 
use  of  the  goods  beyond  the  apparent  licence  to  use  them 
during  the  letting,  there  was  a  determination  of  the  bail- 
ment so  as  to  give  the  plaintiff  a  present  right  to  the 
possession.  To  that  count  there  was  also  a  similar  plea, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  that,  viz.  that  the  damage 
is  the  sole  foundation  of  action  upon  the  breach  of  the 
bailment.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  pleas  are  an  answer 
to  the  cause  of  action  as  presented  by  the  pkdntiff  in  his 
declaration.  Our  judgment  must  therefore  be  for  the 
defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant  (c). 

(a)  1  B.  &  Adol.  415.  (b)  Q.  B.  Maj  3,  1859. 

(c)  The  argument  was  reported  by  J.  A.  Yonge,  Esq. 
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1859. 


Baxendale  and  Others  v.  Harvey.  Apni  19. 

/Assumpsit  on  a  policy  of  insurance  effected  by  the  Theplaintiflb 

plaintifis  in  the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society. —  ^ub  the  Nor- 

The  declaration  set  out  the  policy,  which  stated  that  the  pj^e  inaunnce 

plaintifis,  carriers,  insured  "  30,000/.  on  live  and  dead  stock  ^^c^^oMn. 

and  utensils  in  trade,  and  goods  in  transit  in  the  plaintifis'  8ur*nce.  which 

'  °  *  contained 

virarehouses,  old  and  new  ofiices,  and  stables,  all  adjoining  (*™°°p! 
and  communicating,  situate  by  the  side  of  the  canal  at  the  following 

^~  ,  ,  condition  :— 

Camden  Town   Station  of  the  North  Western  Railway,  "ETerfpoliej 

brick  and  slate,  having  therein  a  cooking  apparatus,  three  Society  will 

stoves  securely  fixed  and  a  steam-engine  of  twelve  horse  the^ture 

power,  the  boiler  of  which  was  declared  to  be  in  a  brick  J^^uire  of 

arched  vault."    The  declaration  set  out  the  terms  and  con-  **»*  buildingi 

and  properU 

ditions  indorsed  on  the  policy,  which  were  (amongst  others)  *"*"{??•  SJ. 

as  follows : —  which  conuin 

.      .  ...  .     *Dy  p*'^  ®' 

**3rd.  Every  policy  issued  by  this  Society  will  be  void  the  property 

unless  the  nature  and  material  structure  of  the  buildings  fully  and 
and  property  insured,  and  of  all  buildings  which  contain  detcrib^^in 
any  part  of  the  property  insured,  be  fully  and  accurately  ^JJId^irnleafthe 
described  in  such  policy ;  and  unless  the  trades  carried  on  *™*?®"  5?"*^ 

*         "^  on  in  all  such 

in  all  such  buildings  be  correctly  shewn ;  and  unless  it  be  buildinp  be 

correctly 
shewn;  and 
imleia  it  is  stated  in  sach  policy  whether  any  hazardous  goodi  are  deposited  in  any  sach  build- 
iDgi ;  and  whether  there  be  any  stove  or  apparatus  for  producing  heat  (other  than  common  fire 
places  in  private  houses)  used  or  employed  m  such  builoings,  or  m  any  building,  yard,  or  other 
plaee  adjoining  or  near  to  the  property  insured,  and  belonging  to  or  occupied  hj  the  party 
mtored ;  and  tf  there  be  any  building  of  a  hazardous  nature  or  structure,  or  in  which  hazardous 
trades  are  carried  on. or  hazardous  goods  deposited,  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  the  party 
insored,  adjoining  or  near  to  the  property  insured,  the  same  must  also  be  specified  in  the  policy, 
or  it  will  tie  void.** — The  plaintim,  who  were  carriers,  in  1843,  erected  on  the  premises  insured 
a  iteam-enffine  which  they  used  for  hoisting  goods.  This  steam«enffine  was  specific  in  the 
policy.  The  plainti£b  in  1844  applied  the  steam-engine  to  grinding  provender  for  their 
Dorses.  Thev  attached  to  it  a  horizontal  shaft,  which  was  carried  through  the  floor  to  an 
upper  room  where  they  erected  winnowing  and  grinding  machines.  The  policy  was  renewed 
in  1857.  The  Society  had  no  knowledge  of  the  erection  of  the  additional  machinery  or  that 
the  steam,  engme  was  used  for  grinding.  The  premises  having  been  destroyed  by  fire :  —HM, 
that  the  alteration  did  not  avoid  the  poliey,  the  jury  having  found  that  there  was  no  increase  of 
risk. 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  GO  BXCH. 
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Stated  in  such  policy  whether  any  hazardous  goods  be 
deposited  in  anj  such  buildings;  and  whether  there  be 
any  stove  or  apparatus  for  producing  heat  (other  than 
common  fire  places  in  private  houses)  used  or  employed 
in  any  such  buildings,  or  in  any  building,  yard,  or  other 
place  adjoining  or  near  to  the  property  insured,  and  belong- 
ing to  or  occupied  by  the  party  insured ;  and  if  there  be 
any  building  of  a  hazardous  nature  or  structure,  or  in 
which  hazardous  trades  are  carried  on  or  hazardous  goods 
deposited,  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  the  party  insured, 
adjoining  or  near  to  the  property  insured,  the  same  must 
also  be  specified  in  the  policy,  or  it  will  be  void." 

**4th.  If  any  alteration  or  addition  be  made  in,  or  to  any 
building  insured,  or  in  which  any  insured  property  is  con- 
tained, or  in,  or  to  any  building  adjoining,  or  near  to  the 
property  insured,  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  the  party 
insured,  by  which  the  risk  of  fire,  to  which  the  building  or 
property  insured,  or  the  building  containing  such  property, 
is,  or  may  be  exposed,  be  increased;  or  if  such  risk  be 
increased  either  by  any  of  the  means  adverted  to  in  the 
third  condition,  or  in  any  other  manner;  or  if  any  property 
insured  be  removed  into  other  premises,  such  alteration  or 
addition,  increase  of  risk,  or  removal,  must  be  immediately 
notified  to  the  Society  in  order  to  its  being  allowed  by 
indorsement  on  the  policy,  such  indorsement  being  signed 
by  one  of  the  Society's  secretaries  or  agents,  otherwise  the 
policy  will  be  void." 

The  declaration  contained  the  usual  averments,  that  the 
plaintifis  were  interested  in  the  property  insured  and  had 
paid  the  annual  premium ;  and  it  alleged  that  the  said 
stock,  utensils  in  trade,  and  goods  in  transit  in  the  policy 
mentioned  were  destroyed  by  fire ;  and  that  all  things  had 
been  done  and  happened,  &c.,  to  entitle  the  plaintifis  to  be 
]>aid  the  amount  of  their  loss.— Breach :  Nonpayment 
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Pleas  (inter  alia). — Sixth :  That  the  nature  and  material        1859. 
structure  of  the  buildings  and  property  insured,  and  of  the     ^'^^^^ 
buildings  which  contained  the  property  insured  by  the  said  »• 

policy,  were  not  nor  are  fully  and  accurately  described  in 
the  said  policy  as  required  by  the  third  condition  indorsed 
on  the  policy,  in  this,  that  manufactori^,  processes,  and 
trades,  attended  with  peculiar  danger,  were  carried  on  in 
and  upon  the  said  buildings  and  property  insured,  and  in 
and  upon  the  said  buildings  containing  the  property  insured, 
which  manufactories,  processes,  and  trades  were  not,  nor 
was  any  of  them  mentioned  or  described  or  noticed  in  the 
said  policy ;  and  the  defendant  says  that  he  did  not  accept 
or  assent  to  the  description,  statement,  and  specification 
contained  in  the  said  policy  as  a  complete  and  sufficient 
compliance  with  the  said  third  condition  thereon  indorsed : 
whereby  the  said  policy  was  and  is  void. 

Seventh. — That  the  said  property  insured,  and  the  build- 
ings containing  such  property,  and  the  risk  to  be  insured 
against,  were  not  duly  described  in  the  said  policy  ;  but  the 
same  were  described  in  the  said  policy  otherwise  than  they 
really  were,  and  so  as  to  cause  the  said  insurance  to  be 
effected,  and  the  same  was  effected,  at  a  lower  premium 
than  it  otherwise  would  and  ought  to  have  been.  And  the 
defendant  says  that  he  did  not  accept  or  assent  to  the 
description,  statement,  and  specification  contained  in  the 
said  policy  as  complete  and  sufficient  compliance  with  the 
said  third  condition  indorsed  on  the  said  policy,  or  as  a 
true,  correct  or  adequate  description  of  the  said  property 
insured,  and  the  buildings  containing  the  same,  and  of  the 
risk  to  be  insured  against :  whereby  the  said  policy  was  and 
is  void. 

Replications  taking  issue  on  the  pleas. 
At  the  trial,  before  Pollock,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  Sittings 
after  last  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintifis,  who 

G  o  2 
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1859.        "^cre  carriers,  had  for  many  jears  effected  insurances  with 

^^'^^^'^^      the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  of  which  the 

».  defendant  was  a  director.     In  the  year  1843,  the  plaintifis 

Haryet.  ,  . 

erected,  in  a  vault  on  the  premises  insured,  a  steam-engine 
of  twelve  horse  power,  which  they  used  solely  for  working 
cranes  in  hoisting  in  goods  to  their  carrier's  warehouse. 
The  Insurance  Society  had  notice  of  thb  steam-engine  and 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  used ;  and  in  consequence 
they  increased  the  premium  from  2s.  6d  to  4*.  6rf.  per  cent 
In  the  year  1844,  the  plaintifls  used  the  steam-engine  for 
grinding  provender  for  their  horses.  They  attached  to  it 
a  horizontal  shaft  which  was  carried  through  the  floor  to 
an  upper  room  where  they  erected  winnowing  machines, 
and  machines  for  crushing  oats,  splitting  beans,  &c.  The 
Society  had  no  knowledge  of  the  additional  machinery,  or 
that  the  steam-engine  was  used  for  any  other  purpose  than 
that  of  hoisting,  until  after  the  fire  took  place.  The  policy 
on  which  this  action  was  brought  was  effected  in  July  1857, 
and  it  appeared  that  there  were  different  classes  of  insu- 
rance at  different  rates  of  premium. 

It  was  submitted,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  there 
was  a  misdescription  of  the  risk  at  the  time  the  policy  was 
granted.  The  learned  Judge  left  the  following  questions 
to  the  jury : — First,  had  the  Insurance  Society  notice  that 
the  steam-engine  was  put  up  for  purposes  more  general  than 
hoisting?  Secondly,  was  the  use  of  the  steam-engine  unrea- 
sonable, or  such  as  the  Society  might  have  expected  from 
its  being  put  up  for  other  purposes?  Thirdly,  was  the 
steam-engine  used  for  other  purposes  than  for  the  plaintifis* 
establishment?  Fourthly,  had  the  Society  notice  of  the 
particular  use  to  which  the  steam-engine  had  been  applied? 
Fifthly,  did  the  particular  use  to  which  the  steam-engine 
was  applied  increase  the  risk  beyond  what  might  be  expected 
from  its  being  used  for  general  purposes  ?    Lastly,  was  the 


Habvkt. 
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risk  correctly  described  in  the  policy.     The  jury  found  the       1869. 
first  and  last  questions  in  the  aflSrmative,  and  all  the  others    _'^'"^^' — ' 

BilXENDALB 

m  the  negative ;  whereupon  his  lordship  directed  a  verdict     ^   ». 
for  the  plaintifis,  reserving  leave  to  the  defendants  to  move 
to  enter  the  verdict  for  them. 

Lush  now  moved  to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  defendants, 
or  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  and  that 
the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence. — There  was  either  a 
misdescription  of  the  ^team-engine  or  a  misdescription  of 
the  building  insured,  and  therefore  the  policy  is  void  by  the 
third  and  fourth  conditions.  When  the  steam-engine  was 
first  erected  it  was  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting, 
but  its  application  to  the  purposes  of  grinding,  together  with 
the  erection  of  additional  machinery,  increased  the  risk. 
[Pollock^  C.  B.  —This  is  a  mere  increase  of  danger.  It  is 
like  the  case  of  a  person  who  has  an  oven  on  his  premises, 
and  instead  of  using  it  for  baking  bread  he  uses  it  for  some 
other  purpose.  If  a  person  who  insures  his  life  goes  up  in 
a  balloon,  that  does  not  vitiate  his  policy.]  Here  there  is 
an  increase  in  the  nature  of  the  risk,  not  in  degree  only. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
rule*  The  plaintiffs  erected  on  the  premises  insured  a 
steam-engine  which  they  then  used  for  hoisting  only.  They 
afterwards  applied  it  to  the  purpose  of  providing  food  for 
their  horses ;  so  that  it  was  used  for  something  essential  to 
their  business  as  carriers.  The  question  is  whether  such  a 
use  of  the  steam-engine  vitiates  the  policy.  By  the  third 
condition,  "Every  policy  issued  by  this  Society  will  be 
void,  unless  the  nature  and  material  structure  of  the  build- 
ings and  property  insured  be  fully  and  accurately  described 
in  such  policy."  In  my  opinion  the  machinery  attached  to 
this  steam-engine  was  not  a  part  of  the  nature  and  material 
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1859.        Structure  of  the  building  and  property  i 
j^*"^^"^"^      tion  also  says,  "  and  of  all  buildings 

V.  of  the  property  insured.**    This  is  not  the  cmt  of  m 

ing ;  it  b  an  operation  carried  on  in  a  bnikiin^  by 


the  plaintifis  provide  food  for  their  hcxses. 
also  says,  **  and  if  there  be  any  building  of  a 
nature  or  structure,  or  in  which  hazardous  trades 
on,  or  hazardous  goods  deposited,  the  same  mart  who  he 
specified  in  the  policy."  It  was  a  question  fiir  the  joy 
whether  the  operation  which  the  plaintifis  carried  ol^  «id 
^hich  was  necessary  for  their  trade  as  carriers^  so  iDUCued 
the  risk  as  to  be  of  a  hazardous  nature,  and  they  bsie  feimd 
it  did  not.  Therefore,  the  case  not  being  within  the  tUid 
condition,  it  was  not  necessary  under  the  fourth  cooditioii 
for  the  plaintifis  to  give  notice  that  they  had  applied  the 
steam-engine  to  the  purposes  of  grinding.  Stokes  ▼.  Car  (a) 
is  an  authority  that,  if  the  insurers  wish  to  make  it  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  validity  of  the  policy  that  there  shall 
be  no  alteration  in  the  circumstances,  whether  the  rid^  is 
increased  or  not,  they  must  do  so  in  distinct  terms. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  aigaed 
that  the  policy  is  subject  to  certain  conditions  which  the 
plaintifiis  have  not  complied  with.  The  third  condition 
requires  the  nature  and  material  structure  of  the  buildings 
and  property  insured  to  be  fully  and  accurately  described  in 
the  policy.  Then  the  question  is  whether  there  has  been 
any  want  of  a  full  and  accurate  description  of  them.  The 
buildings  had  in  them  a  steam-engine  which  was  described 
in  the  policy.  This  steam-engine  was  formerly  used  for 
hoisting,  but  afterwards  some  machinery  was  added  to  it 
and  it  was  used  for  grinding  food  for  horses.  Then,  does 
that  circumstance  render  the  description,  which  would  other- 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  533. 
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wise  be  accurate  one  that  is  not  so.  In  my  opinion  it  does 
not.  The  '^nature  and  material  structure  of  the  buildings" 
whether  they  are  built  of  stone,  brick  or  wood  ;  or  whether 
they  are  tiled,  slated  or  thatched.  The  term  manifestly 
refers  to  what  may  be  called  the  essence  of  the  building 
and  not  to  its  incidents.  There  b  no  condition  making  it 
obligatory  on  the  insured  to  describe  every  alteration  in  the 
machinery  in  the  buildings. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  rule.  It  is  said  that  there  are  conditions  in  the  policy 
which,  not  being  complied  with,  render  it  void.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether,  under  the  third  condition,  this  machinery 
is  a  part  of  **  the  nature  and  material  structure  of  the  build- 
ings insured."  In  my  opinion  it  is  not.  What  is  meant  is, 
whatever  be  the  nature  and  structure  of  the  buildings, 
whether  built  of  stone,  brick  or  wood,  or  covered  with  slate 
or  tiles,  they  must  be  accurately  described.  I  do  not  think 
this  machinery  can  be  considered  as  part  of  the  nature  or 
structure  of  the  buildings.  That  being  the  construction  of 
the  third  condition,  the  fourth  does  not  carry  the  argument 
any  further. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  agree  that  there  ought  to  be  no  rule. 
In  cases  of  insurance  the  Courts  ought  to  give  every  facility 
to  the  detection  of  fraud ;  but  where  the  transaction  is  bona 
fide,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  insurers  to  establish  their  objection 
free  from  doubt  In  this  case  the  Society  had  notice  that 
the  steam-engine  was  on  the  premises,  and  that  it  was 
employed  for  a  particular  purpose ;  but  their  objection  is 
that  it  was  afterwards  employed  for  another  purpose,  which 
they  did  not  know  of  or  anticipate,  and  which  increased  the 
danger.  The  answer  is,  that  the  Society  allowed  the  erec* 
tion  of  the  steam-engine  without  any  qualification  whatever 
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1859. 


Baxemdale 

r. 

Habykt. 


as  to  its  purpose ;  and  if  they  meant  it  to  be  confined  to 
the  one  use,  they  should  have  stipulated  that  it  should  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  hobting  only.  The  jaiy  found 
that  there  was  no  increase  of  risk  by  unng  the  steam-engine 
for  grinding,  and  the  Society  having  had  notice  of  the 
nature  of  the  risk  were  not  entitled  to  any  notice  by  reason 
of  the  increase  of  danger.  A  person  who  insares  may  light 
as  many  candles  as  he  please  in  his  house,  though  each 
additional  candle  increases  the  danger  of  setting  the  house 
on  fire. 

Rule  refused. 


AAylZ 


An  inolvciit 
fMkitpeU. 

County  Conn 
nna  odcuimq 
an  order  for 
protection 
litNn  proo 


nntil  tboday 

appointed 

forUsim 


On  tbatdaT 
kit  attome  J 
appHedtote 
ConntT  Onnit 
jndgtp  Km*  Veate 
to  witadraw 
tW  petition, 
on  tae  ^lonad 
^MttWdam 
on  wlikk  it 


did  net  amor 
nponit.  Tbe 
application 


<>^*i*r*»  and 
•■e  Owamtr 
ConrtM^ 
lofiMii^and 


In  re  William  Corbett,  an  Insolvent  Debtor. 

XZ  •  JAMES  had  obtiuned  a  rule  calling  on  the  judge  of 
the  County  Court  of  Gloucestershire,  holden  at  Newnham, 
to  shew  cause  why  the  petition  filed  by  W.  C<Nrbett  should 
not  be  removed  fix>m  the  file,  or  why  it  should  not  be  dis- 
missed, or  why  the  judge  should  not  name  a  day  for  hearing 
such  petition  and  grant  protection  until  such  petition  be 
heard. 

It  appeared  from  the  affidavits  that,  on  the  22nd  Febro- 
ary  last,  the  insolvent  filed  a  petition  in  the  County  Court 
of  Gloucestershire,  hcdden  at  Newnham,  imder  the  5  &  6 
Met.  c  116  and  the  7  &  8  Vict,  c  96;  and  thereupon 
obtained  an  interim  ofder  for  protection  fix>m  process  until 
the  20th  April,  the  day  appointed  for  the  first  examination. 
The  date  on  which  the  petitioii  was  presented  did  not 
ap]>car  on  the  fiioe  of  it  On  the  20th  ot  April  the  insol- 
vent s  attorney  attended  the  Court,  and  applied  to  tbe 
judge  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition  and  file  a  new 


a^ftorntdtW 

oiaminatiMi  <i  iW  iwioivimrt  «nN«  dio.— i3Ud.  tkat  l^  Count?  Coort  jndg«  lamng  adjaifieated 
npon  tW  inattw,  t>ii4L  Conn  )iad  no  pcMMir,  nndtr  tbe  1$  a  ^Viot.  c  IDS,  t.  43»  to  order  bin  to 
TC«M^  tbt  pHiiion  fbma  tbe  iK  or  dismiitt  ii,  «r  naaw  a  dav  for  tlw 
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petition.     This  was  opposed  by  several  creditors,  and  the        1859. 
judge  refused  the  application  and  adjourned  the  examina-      ^T"^'^^ 
tion  of  the  insolvent  sine  die,  without  protection.  ConBm. 

J.  J.  PoweU  shewed  cause. — The  application  is  made  under 
the  43rd  section  of  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  108,  which  enacts  that 
**  no  writ  of  mandamus  shall  henceforth  issue  to  a  judge  or 
an  officer  of  the  County  Court  for  refusing  to  do  any  act 
relating  to  the  duties  of  his  office ;  but  any  party  requiring 
such  act  to  be  done  may  apply  to  any  superior  Court  (a), 
upon  an  affidavit  of  the  facts,  for  a  rule  calling  upon  such 
judge  or  officer  of  a  County  Court,  and  also  the  party 
to  be  affected  by  such  act,  to  shew  cause  why  such  act 
should  not  be  done"  &c.  The  only  effect  of  that  enact- 
ment is  to  substitute  the  proceeding  by  rule  of  Court  for 
the  old  remedy  by  mandamus,  and  is  only  available  in  cases 
where  a  mandamus  would  lie.  Here  the  County  Court 
judge  had  adjudicated  on  the  matter,  and  it  is  not  compe- 
tent to  thb  Court  to  review  his  decision :  Ex  parte  Par- 
tington  (i).  The  petition  is  in  the  form  promulgated  by 
the  Commissioners,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  date 
when  it  was  presented  should  appear  on  the  face  of  it. — 
He  also  produced  an  affidavit  that  within  three  months 
before  the  filing  of  the  petition  the  insolvent  had  paid  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  particular  creditors,  and  he  argued 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  County  Court  judge 
was  right  in  adjourning  the  matter  sine  die.  He  referred 
to  the  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  96,  s.  19,  and  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  1 16,  s.  4. 

H.  James^  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  jurisdiction  of 
the  County  Court  judges  in  cases  of  insolvency  depends  on 
the  10  &  11  Vict,  c  102,  s.  6,  which  requires  that  the 

(a)  The  power  given  by  this  (6)  6  Q.  B.  649.  S.  C.  13  M. 

fection  to  a  judge  is  repealed     &  W.  679. 
bj  the  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  74,  8.  4. 
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1859.  petitioner  shall  have  resided  withui  the  County  Court 
"^^"^^  district  for  six  calendar  months  immediately  preceding  the 
CoBBiTT.  day  of  the  filing  of  his  petition.  The  date  of  the  petition 
ought  therefore  to  appear  on  the  face  of  it  in  order  to  give 
the  Court  jurisdiction. — He  also  argued  that  the  County 
Court  judge  had  no  power  to  adjourn  the  petition  sine  die, 
but  only  from  time  to  time.  Upon  this  point  he  referred 
to  the  7  &  8  Vict  c.  96. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  discharged.  In  this  matter  the  County  Court  judge 
acted  judicially,  and  if  we  were  to  grant  this  application 
it  would  be  making  this  Court  a  Court  of  appeal  from  his 
decision. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  When  the  role 
was  moved  it  was  allied  that  there  was  some  statutorj 
defect  in  the  petition ;  but  that  is  not  sa  Therefore,  a 
proper  petition  having  been  filed,  it  cannot  be  removed 
firom  the  file  without  there  is  some  ground  for  ao  dmngi 
The  County  Court  judge  must  decide  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary that  he  should  exercise  his  authority  in  that  respect; 
and  if  we  were  to  make  this  rule  absolute  we  should  be 
making  this  Court  a  Court  of  appeal  against  his  dedsioo. 
He  acted  judicially,  and  if  he  was  wrong  we  have  no  power 
to  set  him  right. 

Bramwelt^  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  We  are  not 
called  upon  to  direct  the  County  Court  judge  to  do  any 
act  which  he  was  bound  to  do,  but  to  interfere  in  a  matter 
upon  which  he  has  exercised  his  judgment.  That  we  have 
no  ix>wer  to  da 

Rule  discharged. 
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HiCKiE  and  Borman  v,  Rodocanachi.  May  i'^. 

JL  HIS  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  at  the  London  sittings  A  ship  having 

heen  chartered 

after  Michaelmas  Term,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  to  carry  trooos 
plaintifisy  subject  to  a  special  case  in  substance  as  follows,      acharter.party, 
The  first  count  is  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  hull  Sorttonortbe 
and  machinery  of  the  steam  ship  "  Sarah  Sands"  for  twelve  ^jj^p^^i^ 
calendar  months  from  the  13th  of  August,  1857,  to  the  ^^f^^^®  ^"^e 
12th  of  August,  1858,  both  days  inclusive.     The  interest  ▼oyage.  when 

^     ^  *  -^  about  700  miles 

insured  was  by  the  policy  declared  to  be  valued  at  and  beyond  the 

Alaurititts 

upon   1200/1  on  hull  and  machinery,  valued  at  20,000/.  caught  fire. 

The  perils  insured  against   are  the  ordinary  perib  of  a  back  to  the 

marine  insurance,  the  premium  being  at  the  rate  of  9L  9«.  whOTe/b^ing 

per  cent,  to  return  15*.  for  every  uncommenced  month  for  ~afiy°  ^ 
cancelling  the  policy.  The  count  alleges  that  the  defendant        *?®Jj"^li 

underwrote  the  policy  for  lOOt ;  that  the  plaintifis  and  G.  A.  *<>  5^®  under. 

'^        •'  *^  wntenas 

Lloyd,  some  or  one  of  them,  were   interested,  and  that  totally  lost, 

and  the  aban- 

during  the  twelve  months  covered  by  the  policy  the  ship,  donmentwas 

acceoteda 

her  hull  and  machinery  were  lost  by  the  perib  insured  The  captain 

against. — Second  count,  for  money  had  and  received  and  t^tldanother 

on  an  account  stated.      The  defendant  paid  into  Court  ^^^^^^^' 

SSL  10*.,  and  pleaded  that  that  sum  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  q^P*,!?  ^ 

the  claim  of  the  plaintiffs.  freight  was 

,  receifed  by  the 

The  replication  traversed  the  plea.  shipowner's 

The  particulars  claimed  a  return  of  premium  for  the  thatinfoi-- 

nncommenced  months.  uooplTthe  * 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1857,  an  agreement  was  made  ^■Jjj^jj^j*?^ 

between  John   Squire  Castle,   master  of  the  steam  ship  ^0®^]!°^^*°^ 

''Sarah  Sands,*'  then  about  to  proceed  firom  Portsmouth  to  underwriters; 

'  r  and  that  the 

Calcutta,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  East  India  Company  of  anderwriters,to 

whom  the  ship 

the  other  part,  whereby  J.  S.  Castle  covenanted  with  the  had  been  aban- 
Company  to  take  on  board  and  convey  to  Calcutta  not  not  entitled  to 
exceeding  504  soldiers,  &c.,  and  the  said  Company  cove-  the  freight  so™ 

received. 
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1859.        nanted  with  J.  S.  Castle  to  pay  him  40/.  for  each  soldier, 

^^^'^^^^      &c.,  one  third  to  be  paid  within  fourteen  days  after  the 

V.  ship's  final  departure  from  Portsmouth,  and  the  remaioiiig 

RuDOCAM ACUI 

two  thirds  within  twenty-one  days  after  the  disembarkatioa 
of  the  soldiers  at  Calcutta.  (Then  followed  provisions 
relating  to  the  oflScers,  &c.)  It  was  further  agreed  that  if 
the  ship  should  not  be  ready  to  receive  the  soldiers  by 
the  8th  of  August  the  Company  might  deduct  from  the 
passage  money  lOL  per  day,  Sundays  excepted ;  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  her  not  reaching  Calcutta  on  or  before  the 
70th  day  after  she  should  be  dbpatcbed  from  Portsmouth, 
from  any  cause  other  than  ft'om  accidents  of.  the  seas,  the 
Company  should  be  allowed  to  deduct  from  the  passage 
money  payable  in  the  East  Indies  30/.  per  day  for  each 
day  between  the  70th  day  and  the  day  of  the  ship's  actual 
arrival  .at  Calcutta. 

Before  the  making  of  the  agreement,  C.  Wahon  &  Son, 
as  agents  for  the  shipowners  effected  an  insurance  on  the 
ship  from  the  7th  of  August,  1857,  to  the  6th  of  August, 
1858,  both  days  inclusive ;  the  interest  being  declared  to 
be  valued  at  15,000/.  on  hull  and  machinery  valued  at 
20,000il  The  policy  was  underwritten  by  several  persons, 
for  sums  amounting  to  15,000iL 

After  the  making  of  the'  agreement,  the  plaintifls,  as 
agents  of  the  shipowner,  effected  the  insurance  on  the  ship 
which  is  stated  in  the  first  count,  the  interest  being  de- 
clared to  be  1200il  on  hull  and  machinery  valued  at 
20,00021  This  policy  was,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1857, 
underwritten  by  the  defendant  for  1002L,  and  by  other 
persons  in  other  sums,  making  together  1200/. 

After  the  making  of  the  agreement,  the  agents  of  the 
shipowner  eflected  insurances  on  the  fireight  at  and  fivm 
London  to  Portsmouth  and  firom  thence  to  Calcutta,  die 
interest  being  declared  to  be  valued  at  M50L  and  11,0001 
on  cfaartcred  fineight  valued  at  14,500£ 


1^^ 
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On  the  16tb  of  August  the  ship  took  on  board  at  Pprts-        1859. 
mouth  14  oflScers  and  355  men,  besides  women  and  children;     •^^^''^"^^ 

^  HfCKIB 

and  on  that  day  she  sailed.  v* 

RODOOANACHI 

Accounts  were  rendered,  and  the  East  India  Company 
paid  to  the  agents  of  the  shipowner,  on  account  of  the  one- 
third  freight,  &c.,  7640/. 

The  ship  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Calcutta,  and  on 
the  11th  of  November,  1857,  being  about  700  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  the  Mauritius,  caught  fire.  Having  sustained 
great  damage,  she  was  with  diflSculty  brought  back  to  the 
Mauritius,  where  she  arrived  on  the  23rd  of  the  same 
month,  when  the  crew,  with  the  officers,  troops,  &c.,  were 
safely  landed. 

The  master  having  caused  surveys  to  be  made  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  injury  to  the  ship,  and  whether  she  could  be 
repaired,  either  at  the  Mauritius  or  elsewhere,  and  at  what  cost, 
it  was  found  that  the  ship  could  not  be  effectually  repaired 
at  the  Mauritius,  and  that  the  costs  of  her  repairs  would  far 
exceed  the  value  of  the  ship  when  repaired.  He  accord- 
ingly, on  the  9th  of  January,  1858,  caused  a  protest  to  be 
drawn  up  and  notice  of  abandonment  to  be  sent  to  the 
plaintiffs,  who  received  it  on  the  12th  of  February,  1858. 

On  the  17th  of  February  the  plaintiffs  gave  notice  of 
abandonment  to  the  underwriters  on  the  hull  and  ma- 
chinery, and  claimed  as  for  a  total  loss.  The  defendant 
accepted  the  abandonment. 

On  the  5th  of  December  the  said  John  Squire  Castle 
chartered  a  steam  ship  called  the  ^^ Clarendon"  to  convey 
the  troops  to  Calcutta,  at  a  fi*eight  of  6197^  ISs.  4d!.,  which 
was  paid  by  the  East  India  Company  to  the  owners  of  the 
''Clarendon"  and  deducted  from  the  payment  hereinafter 
mentioned  to  be  made  to  Turner,  Cadogan  &  Co.  after  the 
arrival  of  the  passengers  in  India.  On  the  20th  of  December 
the  troops  embarked  on  board  the  **  Clarendon,"  and  on 
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1859.        the  22nd  of  January  the  **  Clarendon"  arrived  at  Calcatta. 
^"^^^^      The  agents  of  the  shipowner  in  India  then  sent  in  an 
o.  account,  claiming  of  the  East  India  Company  1 0, 1 832. 6s.  M, 

and  ultimately  received  from  them  2201/.  Ss.;  the  East 
India  Company  having  deducted,  amongst  other  thingfl, 
6917/1  18s.  Ad.^  freight  paid  to  the  master  of  the  '<  Claren- 
don,** and  1500/.  for  the  detention  of  the  troops  beyond 
the  70  days  stipulated  by  the  charterers*  The  agents  re- 
mitted the  balance  of  the  account,  2066/.  Is.  dd^  to  the 
assured  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1858. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether 
the  plaintifis  are  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendant 
anything  beyond  the  83/.  10s.  (a)  paid  into  Court  If  the 
plaintiffs  are  so  entitled,  judgment  is  to  be  entered  for  the 
plaintiffs ;  if  not,  for  the  defendant,  ^th  costs. 

BovM  argued  for  the  plainti£&  (i). — The  defendant's 
contention  is,  that  when  an  insured  ship  has  been  totally 
lost  and  abandoned  to  the  underwriters,  and  the  abandcm- 
ment  accepted,  the  captain  having  forwarded  the  cargo  in 
another  vessel,  the  underwriters  are  entitled  to  the  fineight 

(a)  The  manner  in  which  this  sum  was  calculated  was  as  follows:— 

Deductions  claimed  by  the  defendant —  £       s.  d. 

Amount  remitted  bj  Turner,  Cadogan  &  Co.      2066     1    9 
Demurrage  deducted  by  the  East  India  Company  1500    0    0 

Total  profit  of  carrying  on  the  soldiers  •    3566     1    9 

Then  as  20,0002.,  the  value  of  the  ship  declared  in  the  policy,  is  to 
3566/.  U,  9d.,  so  is  100/.,  the  defendant's  subscription,  to  17/.  16<.  7^ 

Deduct  17/.  16s.  7d.  from  100/.,  defendant's        £    s.    d. 

subscription 82    9    5 

Interest  on  ditto  till  June  90, 1858  ...  19    4 

Total £89    2    9 


Total  sum  paid  into  Court       ....    £83  10    0 
(b)  May  4.    Before  PoUock,  C.  B.,  JIdartin,  B.,  BramweB,  B^  tad 
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for  the  whole  Toji^e,  minm  the  hire  of  the  substituted  1959. 
TeaseL  The  piaiotifi'  oootentioD  is^  thmt  in  forwarding  the  ]^^^ 
soldien  to  dieir  destination  die  oqytain  was  acting  as  went  _  »< 
for  the  owner,  and  not  for  the  underwriteis  on  the  ship. 
In  Phillips  on  Insurance,  s.  1739,  it  is  said,  *<If  the  ori- 
ginal ship  becomes  innavigable,  and  is  abandoned  to  the 
underwriters,  and  die  cargo  is  forwarded  to  the  port  of 
destination  by  another  at  less  than  the  freight  originally 
agreed  on  for  the  whole  voyage,  whereby  freight  pro  ratA 
IS  saved  for  the  parted  the  voyage  performed  by  the  original 
ship,  such  pro  rata  freight  (a)  does  not  go  as  salvage  with 
the  ship  either  in  England  or  in  the  United  States,  but 
belongs  to  the  shipowner,  or  goes  as  salvage  to  the  under* 
writers  on  freight"  The  abandonment  is  an  abandonment 
of  the  ship,  not  of  freight  actually  earned  or  to  be  earned. 
The  underwriter  on  the  ship  has  nothing  to  do  with  for- 
warding the  cargo*  If  the  owner  chooses  to  hire  a  fresh  . 
diip  he  has  a  right  to  tack  that  service  to  the  imperfect 
service  on  the  old  ship,  and  so  earn  the  whole  fi[eight. 
[Martin,  B. — ^If  the  shipowner  can  carry  on  the  goods  in 
the  same  ship  he  is  bound  to  do  so ;  if  he  cannot  he  is 
entided  to  tranship  the  goods  and  carry  them  on.  But  he 
is  not  bound  to  tranship:  Giibs  v.  Grey{b).  PoUoek, 
C*  B. — If  a  ship  having  goods  on  board,  for  which  a  laige 
freight  might  become  payable,  were  sold,  the  value  of  the 
fireight  would  be  considered,  because  no  one  could  get  the 
goods  out  of  the  vessel  except  on  payment  of  the  freight. 
In  that  sense  only  the  fireight  may  be  said  to  be  incident  to 
the  ship].  K  a  person  insures  a  ship  he  insures  the  value 
of  the  ship  only ;  ship  and  fireight  being  well  known  sepa- 
rate subjects  of  insurance.  Many  cases  on  the  subject  of 
the  right  of  the  abandonee  of  the  ship  to  the  fireight  arose 


(a)  i.  e.  Freight  earned  prior  to  the  loss. 
(5)  2  H.  &  N.  22. 
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about  the  yeaf  1800  with  reference  to  the  Russian  embaiga 
In  Thompson  v.  Rowcroft  (a),  tlie  ship  having  been  seixed 
^'  by  the  Russian  ffovemment  was  abandoned,  and  a  total  Iobb 

RODOCAHACHI  .  i       i  l_         I.  J 

paid  by  the  underwriters  on  ship  and  also  by  toe  under- 
writers  on  the  freight,  on   the  shipowner  undertaking  to 
assign  to  the  underwriters  on  freight  "  all  right  of  recovery 
and  compensation  of  and  in  the  freight"     The  caigo  was 
put  on  board  again  and  the  ship  earned  its  fireight.    Lord 
Ellenborough  said,  "  If  the  rights  of  the  respective  under- 
writers on  the  ship  and  on  the  freight  had  clashed,  and  if 
it  had  been  a  question  of  priority  between  the  two  who 
were  litigating  for  payment  out  of  the  same  fund,  I  sbould 
have  gone  with  the  defendant's  counsel  in  a  great  part  of 
their  argument "  (viz.  that  the  underwriter  on  the  ship  was 
entitled  to  the  freight).     In  Sharp  v.  Gladstone  (ft),  Lord 
Ellenborough  observed,  '*  that  he  felt  great  difficulty  in  say- 
.ing  that,  after  an  abandonment  of  the  ship  by  the  owner  to 
the  underwriters  on  ship,  he  could  abandon  thq  freight,  which 
seemed  to  follow  the  property  in  the  ship,  being  the  eammgt 
made  by  the  subsequent  use  of  that  which  was  then  became 
the  property  of  others,  to  another  set  of  underwriters."     In 
McCarthy  v.  Abel{c)  it  was  aligned  that  on  abandonment 
the  underwriter  took  the  ship  subject  to  all  existing  con- 
tracts which  bound  the  owner  in  respect  of  it  at  the  time 
of  the  abandonment;  but  hord  Ellenborough  ridiculed  the 
notion  of  a  contract  running  with  a  chattel.     He  put  the 
case  of  a  man  purchasing  a  waggon  as  it  is  going  on  the 
road  loaded  with  goods,  and  asked  if  the  purchaser  was 
bound  to  carry  the  goods  to  the  journey's  end,  though  the 
carrier,  the  vendor,  who  had  contracted  to  do  so  would 
be  liable  on   his  contract     Lord  Ellenborough^  in  Case  v. 
Davidson  (</),  thus  explains  the  principle  upon  which  these 

(d)  4  East,  S4.  (d)  5  M.  &  SeL  79;    S  C.  in 

i^h)  7  East,  :24.   See  p.  30.  error,  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  379. 

(r)  5  East,  3SS.  393. 
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cases  rest :  **  Freight  follows,  as  aD  incident,  the  property  1859. 
io  the  ship,  and  therefore,  as  between  the  respective  under-  hickik 
writers  on  ship  and  freight,  an  abandonment  of  the  ship 
carries  the  freight  along  with  it.  ♦  ♦  ♦  "The  under- 
writer, indeed,  does  not  become  privy,  by  virtue  of  such 
abandonment,  to  any  existing  charter-party,  nor  perhaps  to 
any  contract  of  afireightment  before  made  with  the  owner ; 
but  I  think  that  by  the  abandonment  he  acquires  posses- 
sion of  the  thing  from  the  ^use  of  which  freight  is  to  be 
earned.  *  *  *  An  abandonment  to  the  underwriter  on 
ship  transfen  to  him  not  merely  the  hull,  but  the  use  of  the 
ship,  and  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  completion  of  the 
voyage/'  In  Amould  on  Insurance,  p.  1151  (a),  it  is  said, 
^  The  freight  transferred  by  the  abandonment  is  the  whole 
freight  pending  at  the  time  of  the  casualty  which  gave 
occasion  to  the  abandonment,  and  ultimately  earned  by  the 
ship/*  Case"  v.  Davidson  (b)  is  no  authority,  that  after 
abandonment  the  underwriter  has  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
carga  The  captain  is  the  agent  of  necessity  for  all  parties 
concerned ;  but  the  underwriter  on  ship  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  cargo,  and  therefore  the  captain  is  not  his 
agent  in  respect  to  it.  In  Benson  v.  Chapman  (c),  where 
there  was  a  constructive  total  loss,  it  was  held  that  the 
master,  in  causing  the  ship  to  be  repaired  which  the  owner 
afterwards  abandoned,  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  owner. 
In  The  Scottish  Marine  Insurance  Company  v.  Turner  {d) 
it  was  said,  by  Lord  Truro^  **  that  the  act  of  abandonment, 
if  it  did  not  operate  as  an  assignment  of  the  ship,  at  least 
eoared  as  a  binding  agreement  to  assign  it,  and  thereby 
Tested  the  insurers  of  the  ship  with  all  the  rights  which 
belonged  to  the  owners ;  among  which  rights  was  that  of 

(a)  2nd  edition.  (c)  2  H.  L.  696. 

(6)  5  M.  &  SeL  79 ;  S.  C.  in  (<Q  1  Macqueen,  334.  342. 

error,  2  Brod.  k  Bing.  379. 
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having  the  benefit  of  the  earnings  of  the  ship  during  the 
voyage."    In  Stewart  ▼.  7%«  Greemodi  Marme  Inswramee 
V*  Company  (a)  the  same  ship  went  on.   Miller  ▼•  fFoodfalllh) 

RODOCAHACHI  r      J  \    /  r  .       \ 

was  decided  on  a  similar  principle.  In  any  case  the  de- 
fendants are  not  bound  to  allow  the  deductions  claimed 
by  the  East  India  Company  for  demurrage.  {BlttcUnan 
abandoned  the  point.]  The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  return 
of  premium  for  risk  not  incurred  (c). 

Blackburn  (with  whom  was  ffUde)^  for  the  defendants- 
It  is  now   settled  that  a  conveyance  of  a  ship  transfen 
all  the  incidents  belonging  to  it,  and  amongst  other  thinp 
freight  in  course  of  being  earned.     Then,  if  the  ship  be 
disabled,  the  freight  may  be  earned  by  a  substituted  ship, 
according  to  the  Law  Merchant     The  beneficial  intemt 
in  the  freight  passing  to  the  abandonee  of  the  ahip^  thii 
right,  which  is  incident  to  the  freight,  passed  to  him  sbo. 
After  the  abandonment  the  captain  became  agent  tx  the 
underwriters  on  the  ship,  having  on  their  behalf  the  option 
to  repair  the  ship,  or  otherwise  carry  on  the  caigo  and 
earn  the  freight,  or  to  give  up  the  freight    In  hiring  a 
fresh  ship,  in  order  to  forward  the  cargo  and  earn  the 
freight,  the  captain  was  therefore  acting  as  agent  for  the 
underwriters.     [/MbcA,  C.  R — Suppose  the  owner,  not 
being  insured,  had  sold  the  ship,  might  he  not  have  canned 
on  the  caigo  in  another  vessel?]     The  law  of  Englaod, 
as   to  the  effect  of  abandonment,  differs   from    that  of 
America.    Phillips  on  Insurance  is  an   American  work, 
and  the  case  of  Luke  v.  Zytfe  {d),  cited  as  an  aotbori^ 
for  the  proposition  in  section  1739,  relied  upon  by  the 
other  side,  does  not  bear  it  out  In  Stewart  v.  The  GrtemA 

(a)  1    Macqueen,  928.   391;  See  Xoi^Aoni  v.  iU&nili;  4  Tt0t 

S.C.,  2U.  L.  Cu.159.  511. 

(h)  S  E.  &  B.  493.  (d)  2  Burr.  8S2. 
(c)  This  point  was  not  prened. 
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Marine  Aswrance  Company  (a)  the  point  now  contended        1859. 
for  was  treated  by  Lord  Cottenham  as  established.     The      "jj^^^ 
question  havinir  been  much  discussed  in  the  earlier  cases,   _      ^• 
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which  have  been  referred  to  on  the  other  side,  in  Case 
▼•  Damdion  {b)  it  was  decided  that  on  abandonment  the 
underwriter   on   ship  became   entitled   to    the    aocniing 
freight     The  judgment  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that 
the  underwriter  is  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  incident 
to  the  ship.     Abbott^  J.^  wjs{c\  ''Now  this  is  a  principle 
clearly  established^  that  if  the  ship  be  sold  the  vendee  is 
entitled  to  the  freight  as  an  incident  to  the  ship.     And  on 
that  principle  I  found  my  judgment  in  this  case,  being  of 
opinion  that  an  abandonment  is  equivalent  to  a  sale  of  the 
ship."    Holroyd^  J.^  says  (</),  ''  It  follows,  as  a  consequence 
of  abandoning  the  ship,  that  the  owner  divests  himself  of 
bb  right  to  freight  which  is  incident  to  the  ship,  and  the 
same  becomes  vested  in  the  abandonee."    Miller  v.  Wood- 
fall  (e)  has  no  bearing  on  the  present  case.     The  plaintiffs' 
counsel  attempted  to  argue  that  profits  were  equivalent  to 
freight,  and  the  Court  decided  that  at  the  time  of  the 
<»8ualty  there  was  no  freight  pending.     Lord  Campbell^ 
however,  pointed  out  that,  by  the  English  law,  the  aban- 
donee of  the  ship  has  a  right  to  the  whole  of  the  freight 
pending  at  the  time  of  the  casualty.     If  it  be  asked  who 
is  the  person  who  has  a  right  to  complete  the  contract 
under  the  charter-party,  the  answer  is,  primft  fiicie,  the 
party  who  made  it;   but  the  cession  of  the  shipowner's 
property  is  a  cession  of  all  his  rights  in  respect  of  it. 
The  contract  of  the  underwriter  is  one  of  indemnity; 
when  the  indemnity  has  been  fulfilled,  the  underwriter,  as 
the  party  indemnifying,  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  any 

(a)  1   Macqueen,    S2S.   331 ;  (c)  Page  87. 

8.  C  2  H.  L.  Caa.  159.  \d)  Page  89. 

(&)  5  M.  &  Sel.  79;  S.  C.  in  (e)  8  E.  &  B.  493. 

error,  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  879. 
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collateral  rights  against  other  persons,  which  diminish  the 
loss.     If  the  "  Sarah  Sands  "  had  been  sonk  in  consequence 
_       •'•  of  a  collision,  the  underwriter  would  have  been  entitled 
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to  the  benefit  of  any  damages  recovered.  If  a  fire  is  occa- 
sioned by  rioters,  an  insurer  is  entitled  to  the  damages  to 
be  recovered  against  the  hundred.  In  the  present  case  the 
underwriter  is  entitled,  not  merely  to  the  hull,  but  to  the 
right  to  carry  on  the  cargo,  as  a  collateral  right  The 
owner  of  a  cargo  could  not  have  taken  it  out  of  the  vessel 
without  paying  the  full  freight.  [Martin^  B. — Might  not 
the  owner  of  goods,  if  present,  have  said :  I  am  content  that 
the  ship  owner  may  carry  on  the  cargo,  but  not  the  unde^ 
writer,  with  whom  I  have  no  contract?]  Where  there  is 
no  opportunity  of  consulting  the  owner  of  the  goods,  all  the 
authorities  agree  that  the  master  is  at  liberty  to  forward  the 
goods  by  another  ship:  Shipton  v.  Thornton  (a).  That  is 
a  right  which  he  has  as  agent  for  the  owner  of  the  aban- 
doned ship.  In  the  present  case,  after  the  ^*  Sarah  Sands" 
had  become  the  property  of  the  defendant  by  the  aban- 
donment, the  cargo  was  carried  seven  hundred  miles  by  the 
defendant's  ship  before  the  transhipment  [Martin^  B. — 
Miller  v.  Woodfall  {b)  is  an  authority,  that  the  defendant 
would  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  that  service  in  an 
action  for  work  and  labour.] 

Bovillj  in  reply. — It  is  clear  from  Shipton  v.  Thornton  (a), 
that  the  right  or  duty  of  the  shipowner,  and  of  the  master 
as  his  agent,  to  convey  the  goods  to  their  place  of  destina* 
tion,  arises  out  of  the  contract ;  therefore,  in  forwarding  the 
goods,  he  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  shipowner,  and  not  of  the 
underwriter,  who  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  contract  The 
defendants  acquired  no  right  to  the  freight  by  reason  of 
the  ultimate  conveyance  of  the  troops  to  their  destination. 

(«)  9  A.  &  E.  314.  (*)  8  £.  &  B.  493. 
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Freight  does  not  accrue  till  the  goods  are  actually  delivered :        1859. 
Cato  V,  Irving  {a). 
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The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Bramwelt^  B. — In  this  case  the  material  facts  are  as 
follows: — The  plain tifis  were  the  owners  of  a  ship,  the 
**  Sarah  Sands,**  which  they  chartered  for  a  voyage  to  carry 
troops  to  Calcutta.  By  the  charter-party,  a  portion  of  the 
freight  was  payable  only  on  the  completion  of  the  voyage, 
BO  that  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  it  depended  on  that  event. 
The  vessel  sailed,  and  when  700  miles  beyond  the  Mauri- 
tius took  fire,  and  was  compelled  to  desist  from  the  prose- 
cution of  the  voyage,  and  made  for  the  Mauritius,  which 
she  reached,  having  sustained  great  damage.  She  was 
insured  by  a  marine  policy,  in  the  common  form.  On 
notice  of  the  loss,  the  insured  abandoned,  and  the  abandon- 
ment was  accepted.  The  captain  freighted  another  ship; 
the  troops  were  forwarded  to  Calcutta;  the  freight  earned 
and  received  by  the  insured.  This  action  is  brought  on  the 
policy,  and  the  question  is,  if  the  underwriters  are  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  freight  so  earned.  The  case  was  very  ably 
argued  on  both  sides  before  us  on  the  4th  of  May,  when 
Mr.  Blackburn,  for  the  defendant,  claimed  that  benefit  as  a 
matter  of  principle  as  well  as  of  authority.  He  said  that  a 
contract  of  insurance  was  one  of  indemnity ;  that  an  insurer 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  surety,  and  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
all  the  securities  the  insured  possessed.  But,  in  truth,  this 
argument  tells  against  him.  The  common  insurance  on  a 
ship  is  in  no  way  concerned  with  the  freight  in  course  of 
being  earned.  It  is  an  insurance  on  the  absolute  value, 
not  on  that  and   the  vessel's  adventitious  advantages.     If 

(a)  5  De  Gex  &  Smalc,  210.  224.    . 
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1859.       ^^y  question  of  the  value  of  the  ship  arose,  the  insured 
^^"''^^^      could  not  include  the  freight  as  an  item  in  the  calcnlationi 
V-  any  more  than  he  could  the  prospect  of  winning  a  wager 

which  he  had  made,  that  she  would  arrive  at  her  port  of 
destination.     It  is  the  ffoads,  not  the  ship,  which  are  in- 
creased in  value  by  the  arrival  of  the  ship,  or  rather  their 
arrival,  and  if  they  arrive  the  freight  is  earned.     But  the 
matter  needs  no  argument ;  it  is  enough  to  refer  to  the 
practice  of  separate  insurance  on  freight     If,  then,  the  loss 
of  freight  is  no  part  of  the  loss  in  the  loss  of  the  shipi 
consequently  the  insurer  of  ship  ought  to  have  no  benefit 
from  the  earning  of  freight  unless  he  helps  to  earn  it     This 
argument  therefore  fails.     But  Mr.  Blackburn  cited  cases 
to  shew,  and  indeed  it  was  admitted,  that  there  are  cases  in 
which  the  underwriter  on  ship  does  get  a  benefit  from  the 
freight  earned.      But  in   all  these  cases  the  fireight  mm 
earned  by  the  insured  ship,  and  the  underwriters  had  the 
benefit  thereof,  on  the  ground  that,  by  the  abandonment, 
the  property  in  the  insured  ship  vested  in  the  underwriten 
from  the  time  of  the  loss,  and,  consequently,  it  was  their 
ship  that  earned  the  freight,  and  the  principle  which  en- 
titles the  purchaser  of  a  ship  to  freight  which  it  earns  afler 
the  purchase  was  applied,  the  underwriters  being  treated  as 
such  purchasers.     Whether  this  is  a  just  or  equitable  rule^ 
whether  that  which  prevails  in  America  is  not  more  fair,  or 
whether  even  that  might  not  be  improved  on,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  consider.     The  mercantile  community  may  alter  it 
by  their  contracts  if  they  think  fit ;  it  exists  and  is  the  law, 
but  does  not  govern  this  case,  being  founded  solely  on  the 
ownership  by   the   underwriters  of  the   abandoned  shipi 
With  one  exception,  all  the  authorities  give  this  as  the  reason 
in  terms  which  negative  the  claim  made  by  the  defendant 
in  this  case.     It  is  needless  to  refer  to  them. 

But  there  is  one  expression  of  opinion  the  other  way,  to 
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which  every  respect  is  due.     In  Stewart  y.  The  Greenock       1859. 
Marine  Inturance  Company  (a)  Lord  Cottenham  said :  "  The      ^p"^*' 
case  is  the  same  as  it  would  have  been  if  the  ship  had  v. 
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ceased  to  exist,  as  such,  on  the  27th  of  July,  and  the  cargo 
had  been  brought  home  and  delivered  by  other  means.'* 
Now  that  undoubtedly  assumes  that  in  the  case  of  freight 
earned  by  goods  being  carried  on  in  a  fresh  ship,  after  a 
loss  of  that  insured,  the  underwriters  on  the  latter  are 
entitled  to  the  freight  earned.  But  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  that  was  not  the  matter  to  be  there  determined,  nor 
even  that  on  which  the  speaker's  mind  was  engaged.  All 
Lord  Cottenham  was  establishing  was  that  the  loss  was  a 
loss  during  the  voyage  as  much  as  though  it  had  occurred 
fifteen  days  before  the  vessel  reached  the  docks.  It  seems 
to  us  therefore  that  the  arguments  and  authorities  fail  to 
establish  the  defendant's  claim,  and  we  think  it  can  be 
shewn  that  on  principle  that  claim  b  ill-founded.  Where 
the  injured  ship  finishes  the  voyage,  it  is  the  ship  of  the 
underwriters;  and  those  who  make  use  of  it  may  not 
altogether  unreasonably  be  held  to  do  so  for  the  benefit 
of  its  then  owners.  But  where  another  ship  finishes  the 
voyage,  it  is  not  the  underwriters'  ship,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  those  who  hire  it  should  be  supposed  to  be 
acting  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwriters,  rather  than 
for  their  own  employers,  the  former  owners.  Here  the 
captain,  when  he  hired  the  new  vessel,  was  not  the  under- 
writers* captain  nor  their  agent,  nor  under  any  duty  to 
them ;  he  was  to  his  former  owners.  Take  the  case  put  in 
the  argument.  Suppose  the  plaintifis  and  the  defendant 
bad  been  at  the  Mauritius  and  each  had  claimed  to  forward 
the  troops  for  his  own  benefit,  who  would  have  been  entitled 
to  do  so?  Undoubtedly  the  plaintifis.  Take  the  other 
case  of  there  being  a  breach  of  duty  to  the  charterer  in  not 

(a)  1  Macqueen,  328. 
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forwarding  the  troops,  who  would  have  been  liable  ?  The 
plaintifTs,  not  the  defendant  Again,  suppose  the  hire  and 
cost  of  the  new  ship  exceeded  the  freight  earned,  who 
would  be  liable  for  it  ?  The  plaintifls,  not  the  defendant 
Or  suppose  the  case  of  the  owner  of  the  goods  arnTing  at 
the  Mauritius,  and  insisting  on  the  goods  being  there  de- 
livered to  him,  in  which  case  he  must  pay  the  whole  freight, 
surely  the  owner  would  be  entitled  to  it. 

On  these  grounds  we  are  satisfied  that  the  captain,  in 
such  a  case  as  the  present,  acts  fop  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
and  not  for  the  underwriters ;  and  that  they  are  not  entitled 
to  any  benefit  from  the  freight  acquired :  that  the  unde^ 
writers  may  indeed  be  entitled  to  advantages  attached  to 
the  ship,  but  not  to  those  arising  from  contracts  the  fulfil- 
ment of  which  can  be,  and  is,  detached  from  the  ship.  We 
therefore  give  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiflb. 


Moy3,  Stilwbll  and  Another  ©.  Buck. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  by  the  keeper  of  a  lunatic  asylum  to 
recover  from  the  defendant  the  charges  for  his  maintenance 
whilst  an  inmate  of  the  asylum. 

Edwin  James  moved  (April  21)  for  a  rule  calling  on  the 
that'tbVcosto     plaintiffs  to  shew  cause  why  the  defendant  should  not  be 
at  liberty  to  inspect  and  take  copies  of  the  following  books 
and  documents,  viz.,  *^  The  book  of  Entries  of  Removal  and 


There  u  no 
general  rule 
that  the  eosU 
of  inspection 
of  documents 
must  be  borne 
by  the  party 


of  obtaining 
an  order  for 
the  inspection 
are  costs  in 

the  cause;  but  Discharge  of  patients  from  the  asylum,*  required  to  be  kept 
in  its  discretion  by  section  54  of  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  100,  "The  Medical 

order  both  the 

costs  of  the 

application  and  inspection  to  be,  in  any  event,  the  costs  in  the  cause  of  the  party  called  upon  to 

grant  the  inspection. 
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Visitation  Book"  (s.  59),  «  The  Case  Book"  (s.  60),  "  The 
Visitors'  Book"  (s.  66),  «  The  Patients'  Book"  (s.  66.),  the 
Licence  or  Licences  under  which  the  plaintiffs  kept  the 
asylum,  and  the  Ledger  Book  of  account,  and  other  docu- 
ments, containing  the  accounts  between  the  plaintiff  and 
one  J.  ConoUy,  M.  D.,  and  the  particulars  of  the  fees  paid 
to  him. — He  cited  Hill  v.  Philp  (a). 

Honyman  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance,  when  it 
appeared  that  the  defendant  had  brought  an  action  in  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  against  the  plaintiffs  for  false 
imprisonment,  and  that  a  similar  application  had  been  made 
in  that  cause  to  Hill,  J.,  at  Chambers*  The  case  was  then 
adjourned  in  order  to  ascertain  his  decision. 

Honyman,  on  a  subsequent  day,  stated  that  Hill,  J.,  had 
made  an  order  that  the  inspection  be  allowed,  tiie  costs  of 
the  application  and  inspection  to  be  the  defendant's  costs 
in  the  cause  in  any  event. 

Edwin  James, — The  rule  laid  down  in  Gray  on  Costs  (b) 
is,  that  the  costs  of  inspection  must  be  borne  by  the  party 
seeking  it,  but  the  costs  of  obtaining  the  order  for  inspection 
are  costs  in  the  cause.  Hill  v.  Philp  is  referred  to  as  an 
authority  for  that  position. 

Martin  B. — The  Master  informs  us  that  there  is  no 
such  rule.  The  inspection  will  be  allowed ;  the  costs  of 
the  application  and  inspection  to  be  the  plaintiffs'  costs  in 
the  cause  in  any  event. 

Rule  accordingly. 

(a)  7  Exoh.  282.  (b)  Page  364. 
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April  20.  The  Attorney  General  t;.  Barry. 

The  defendant  INFORMATION.— That  defendant,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  did 

to  po^  in  a  make  and  manufacture  certain  goods  and  coinmodities  for 

Sbms'poirtion  ^^  making  and  manufacturing  whereof  a  licence  was  and 

hl^ru^^*'''"  is  required  by  (6  Geo.  4,  c.  81,  s.  26),  to  wit  certain  paper, 

dried  and  without  takinir  out  or  havins  taken  out  such  licence  as  ii 

pressed  into  o  ^ 

ibeeti,  by  a       in  that  behalf  required,  or  any  licence  whatever,  contrary 

procett  timilar  ^  y 

to  that  of  the     to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided: 

manufacture 

of  paper,  pro-    whereby  and  by  force  of  the  statute  the  defendant  btth 

resembling        forfeited  100/.     Wherefore  &c. 

J^uSwe^^^       Plea:  Not  guilty. 

^ZwWch       At  the   trial,   before  Bramtcell,  B.,  at  the   Middlewx 

SSployedi—     sittings  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1857,  in  order  to  prore 

Aebf,  that  such  tjjg^  j^g  defendant  had  manufactured  paper  of  a  new  ma- 

article  was  ^  *^ 

liable  to  duty     terial,  one  Forsey,  an  excise  officer,  was  called.     He  stated 

as  "paper,"  by 

the  2  &  3  Vict,  that  the  defendant  was  the  occupier  of  some  paper  mubi 
and  that,  not  '  In  the  ordinary  mode  of  making  paper,  rags  of  cotton  or 
outalicen^  linen,  old  ropes,  sacking,  straw  or  other  materials,  after 
makei^'tbe  being  sorted  and  cleansed,  are  sent  to  the  paper  engine, 
fiaWe*\o°*  '^  al  ^^^^^  ^^^J  ^®  ^^^^  ^^^  reduced  to  a  pulp  with  water  by 
ties  by  6  Oto.   passing  between  a  cylinder  with  raised  grooves  or  knives 

4,  c  81,  s.  *o. 

and  a  plate  which  forms  the  bottom  of  an  oblong  tnb  in 
which  the  cylinder  revolves.  The  pulp  is  then  carried  to 
a  vat  or  tub,  where  there  is  machinery  which  keeps  the 
water  and  the  pulp  continually  in  motion.  If  the  paper 
is  made  by  hand,  a  mould,  having  a  moveable  frame,  is 
dipped  into  the  pulp  and  enough  is  taken  up  to  form  the 
sheet.  The  bottom  of  the  mould  is  a  fine  sieve,  through 
which  the  water  escapes.  The  pulp  that  is  left  is  the  sheet 
of  paper.     The  sheet  is  then  couched  or  removed  firom  the 
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mould  and  placed  apon  a  piece  of  felt.  When  a  sufficient  1859. 
number  of  alternate  sheets  of  felt  and  paper  have  been  ^-«^>^-^ 
piled  on  each  other  the  whole  are  placed  in  a  press,  where  Gsnkral 
the  liquid  is  forced  out.  The  paper  is  then  removed  from  Barrt. 
the  felt  and  again  pressed  without  any  felL  It  is  then  put 
on  lines  to  dry,  and,  if  necessary,  sized.  The  manufacture 
of  machine-made  paper  b  in  principle  the  same.  In  the 
defendant's  mills  pieces  of  hide  were  used  in  place  of  rags. 
The  hides  were  softened  with  water;  the  epidermis  was 
removed  by  hand;  the  fibrous  portion  of  the  skin  was  cut 
into  small  pieces,  which,  after  having  been  bleached,  were 
put  into  an  ordinary  paper  engine  and  reduced  to  pulp» 
which  was  then  passed  into  a  vat,  kept  in  motion  there, 
and  taken  up  in  an  ordinary  paper  maker's  mould.  The 
sheets  of  pulp  were  removed  from  the  mould,  placed  between 
felt  and  pressed.  When  removed  from  between  the  sheets 
of  felt  the  sheets  were  placed  between  pieces  of  calico  and 
again  pressed ;  and,  lastly,  placed  in  alternate  layers  with 
glazed  boards  and  pressed  again.  The  witness  said  that, 
with  this  exception  of  placing  the  sheets  between  alternate 
layers  of  calico,  there  was  no  difference  in  the  mode  of 
manufacture  at  the  defendant's  mill  and  that  of  ordinary 
paper.  The  article  manufactured  by  the  defendant  was 
available  for  any  purposes  to  which  good  stout  paper  might 
be  applied.  Specimens  were  produced,  some  of  which 
were  fit  for  binding,  some  for  tracing  paper ;  others  closely 
resembled  parchment,  and  a  deed  and  a  writ  were  produced, 
the  material  of  which  could  not  easily  be  distinguished  by  the 
eye  or  touch  from  parchment,  but  it  was  less  tough  and 
more  easily  torn.  The  witness  stated  that  in  his  opinion 
the  article  manufactured  by  the  defendant  was  animal ^re 
paper.  Saunders,  a  paper  maker,  pronounced  the  speci- 
mens to  be  paper  and  applicable  to  the  same  purposes 
as  ordinary  paper.    Mr.  Cowan,  a  paper  maker,  stated  that, 
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1859.       in  ISIS,  paper  of  buff  leather  had  been  made  at  his  fiubers 
Attobret     ™^"»  ^^  which  he  produced  a  specimen.     He  also  produced 
Gkhekal      paper  made  from  animal  substances  in  France  in  1849. 
Babbt.       Mr.  De  la  Rue,  a  stationer,  produced   parchment  paper, 
imported  from  France  in  1851,  mi^le  from   animal  sab- 
stances,  viz.  the  intestines  of  animals. 

Assuming  the  truth  of  this  evidence,  the  learned  Judge 
directed  a  verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  Crown,  reserving 
leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  if 
the  question,  whether  the  article  manufactured  by  tbe 
defendant  was  paper,  was  one  of  law  and  which  ought  (o 
have  been  decided  for  the  defendant ;  or  to  move  for  i 
new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  question  ought  to  baie 
been  left  to  the  jury. 

Sir  Fitzrcy  Kelly ^  in  Hilary  Term,  1858,  having  obtained 
a  rule  nisi  accordingly, 

Wilde  and  Beavan  shewed  cause  (a). — The  question  ii^ 
whether  the  defendant's  manufacture  is  one  which  is  subject 
to  duty  as  paper.  It  is  said,  first,  that  it  is  not  made  of 
vegetable  but  of  animal  fibre.  Secondly,  that  its  appea^ 
ance,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  is  to  be  applicable,  are  not 
those  of  paper.  The  argument  for  the  Crown  is,  that  it 
is  paper  though  made  of  materials  different  from  those  of 
which  paper  is  usually  composed.  The  2  &  3  Vict  c.  28^ 
s.  1,  allows  duties  of  excise  on  all  ^^paper,**  by  whatsoever 
name  known.  The  66th  section  enacts  that  all  paper, 
button-board,  mill-board,  paste-board  and  scale-board,  of 
whatever  materials  made,  and  by  whatever  denominatioo 
known  or  called,  and  however  manufactured,  &c.j  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  paper,  &c.,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  Act,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly,  and 
the  makers  thereof  shall  be,  &c.,  subject  and  liable  to  all  tbe 

(a)  In  last  Hilary  Term,  Jan.  28.    Before  PoOoek^  C.  B.,  Brm- 
fceU^  B.,  WatJioih  B.,  and  Channell^  B. 
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enactments,  &c.,  of  this  Act,  and  of  the  general  laws  for        1859. 
securing  the  duties  of  excise  "  (a\     At  the  time  of  the  pass-      ^'^"^    ' 

°  ^   ^  ^  Attorney 

ing  of  these  Acts,  paper  was  made  of  other  things  besides  General 
vegetable  matter  reduced  to  pulp,  viz.  of  silk  or  asbestos :  Barrt. 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  vol.  17,  art.  Paper;  Encyclo- 
paedia Metropolitana,  vol.  23,  art.  Paper.  The  true  test 
whether  the  article  in  question  is  paper  or  not,  is  not  its 
appearance,  but  the  mode  of  manufacture.  By  the  6  &  7 
Wm.  4,  c.  52,  s.  17,  which  enacts  that  all  paper,  of  what- 
ever materials  made,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  paper,  within 
the  meaning  of  that  Act,  it  is  provided  that  until  the  1 1th 
day  of  October,  1838,  nothing  therein  contained  shall 
extend  to  subject  to  a  duty  or  to  any  regulations  of  the 
excise  any  goods  manufactured  under  a  patent  to  T.  R. 
Williams  for  an  invention  of  a  new  combination  of  fibrous 
materials,  forming  by  means  of  machinery  artificial  skins. 
It  is  clear  that  the  article  is  not  parchment  or  vellum,  on 
which  duty  was  first  imposed  by  9  Ann.  c  11,8.  4.  The 
construction  of  the  term  **  paper "  is  for  the  Court,  as  that 
of  the  word  "town"  was  considered  to  be  in  Elliott  v. 
The  South  Devon  Railway  Company  {b), 

Bovin  and  Welsbyy  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  onus  of 
shewing  that  the  article  in  question  is  paper  lies  on  the 
Crown.  Possibly  it  may  be  parchment,  the  duty  on  which 
was  repealed  by  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Wm.  4,  c  16,  or  it  may  be 
a  new  substance,  neither  parchment  nor  paper,  upon  which 
no  duty  has  been  imposed.  [Pollock^  C.  B. — Suppose, 
while  the  duty  on  parchment  was  in  force,  a  skin  had  been 
cut  up,  reduced  to  small  pieces,  pulped  and  put  together 
again,  would  the  party  so  acting  have  escaped  the  duty?] 
It  is  submitted  that  he  would  have  been  liable  as  a  tawer : 

(a)  See  further,  10  Ann.  c.  19,  8.  50 ;  21  Greo.  3,  c.  24,  s.  7. 
\h)  2  Exch.  725. 
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1859. 

Attobhbt 
Gbxsaai. 

V. 

Bakrt. 


9  Ann.  c.  11,  s.  28.     [ChanneU,  B. — If  a  penon  made 
parchment  and  then  cut  it  up  and  made  it  into  paper,  he 
may  have  been  liable  to  both  duties.]     The   material  is 
used  as  parchment  for  writs  and  other  purposes  for  whidi 
parchment  is  used.     [i^ffocA,  C.  R — It  may  be  parchment 
for  some  purposes,  and  yet  paper  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Acts  imposing  duties  of  excise  on  paper.]     Heat  and 
moisture  affect  this  material  as  they  do  parchment    In  the 
statutes  the  word  paper  must  be  taken  to  have  been  used  m 
its  ordinary  and  popular  sense:  Dwarris  on  Statutes,  573. 
This  material  had  never  been  treated  as  paper,  nor  was  it 
known  as  paper  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act    Id 
MacCulloch's  Commercial  Dictionary,  paper  is  aaid  to  be 
vegetable  matters  reduced  to  a  sort  of  pulp  (a).    In  Tht 
Mayor  of  London  v.  Parkinson  (b)  it  was  held  that  patent 
fuel,  an  article  composed  of  coal  dust  mixed  with  thirteen 
per  cent,  of  pitch  and  lime,  was  not  liable  to  the  duties 
imposed  on  '^  coals  **  imported  into  the  port  of  Loodon  by 
the   1  &  2  Wm.  4,  c.  Ixxvi.,  notwithstanding  that  it  wai 
applicable  to  similar  purposes.     [Pollock,  C.  B. — That  caae 
seems  to  shew  that  this  material  would  not  have  been  diaige- 
able  as  parchment]     The  answer  to  the  question  whether 
the  article  is  paper,  mainly  depends  upon  the  purposes  to 
which  it  is  to  be  applied.     If  the  argument  on  the  other 
side.is  correct,  it  would  go  to  shew  that  the  question  is  one 
of  fact,  which  should  have  been  left  to  the  jury. 


ffllde,  in  reply. — It  does  not  appear  that  the  artificial 
skins  made  under  Williams*s  patent,  which  the  le^slatnn 
treats  as  chargeable  with  duty  as  paper  in  the  6  &  7 
Wm.  4,  c.  52,  s.  17,  were  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpoaei 

(a)  They  referred  also  to  John-      Richardson's  Dictionary. 
8on*s  Dictionary,  Rees*s  Encjdo-  (b)  10  C.  B.  22S. 

psedia,  Webster's  Dictionary,  and 
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as  paper.    The  purpose  for  which  the  article  is  to  be  used        1859. 
does  not  form  the  test  whether  it   is  paper  within  the      .^'^^~^' 
statutes.     Nor  does  the   fact  that  it  is  made  of  a  new     Osnsbal 
material  shew  that  it  is  not  chargeable  with  duty.     Paper       BABar. 
is  now  made  of  peat,  which  was  a  material  not  in  use  when 
the  Act  passed,  but  such  paper  is  undoubtedly  liable  to 
du^.    This  article  is  classed  as  paper  by  persons  in  the 
trade ;  it  is  made  like  paper  and  used  like  paper. 

Cur.  adv.  vuU, 
The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

PoLUXJK,  C.  B. — This  was  an  information  by  the  At- 
torney General,  claiming  a  duty  imposed  by  the  revenue 
law  on  paper  and  other  articles  of  that  description.  At  the 
trial  there  was  a  verdict  for  the  Crown,  with  liberty  to  the 
defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him.  The  £Eu:ts 
were  not  disputed.  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  accordingly  moved  and  obtained  a  rule  to  enter 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  for  a  new  trial;  and  the 
question  was,  whether  the  article  manufactured  by  the 
defendant  on  which  the  duty  was  claimed  was  paper  within 
the  meaning  of  the  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  23,  ss.  65  and  66. 

The  case  was  argued  last  Term  before  this  Court,  by 
Mr.  ffUde  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  and  Mr.  Bavill  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant.  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly  having  been  ap- 
pointed Attorney  General  in  the  mean  time.  On  the  part 
of  the  Crown  it  was  contended  that  the  article  in  dispute 
came  within  the  description  of  ^^  paper"  in  the  statute, 
there  being  really  no  difference  between  paper  and  the 
article  mannfiEKrtured  by  the  defendant,  except  this,  that 
paper  is  usually  made  from  vegetable  fibres,  but  the  article 
manufactured  by  the  defendant  was  made  from  animal 
fibres,  such  as  skin.  The  mode  of  manufacturing  it  is  the 
same  as  in  the  case,  of  ordinary  paper,  the  process  is  the 
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1859.        same  for  both.     In  each  case  the  substance  irom  which  the 

Attorney     '"^""f'Sicture  is  produced  is  made  into  a  pulp,  the  water  is 

Genibal      strained  off,  and  the  residuum  is  left  in  sheets,  which  are 

Babbt.       dried    and   which   become   tenacious    from   their  fibrous 

character.     On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  was  aigued 

that  the  article  was  in  reality  rather  parchment,  which  for> 

merlj  was  subject  to  a  duty,  but  which  is  not  now  subject 

to  it,  than  paper.     The  substance  in  appearance  no  doubt 

very  much  resembles  parchment;  it  is  like  it  to  the  eye 

and  to  the  touch,  it  differs  from  it  in  physical  qualities 

chiefly  by  being  less  tough  and  more  easily  torn :  and  it 

was  urged  that  it  was  not  paper,  but  a  new  substance,  to 

which  the  name  of  paper  could  be  given  only  because  there 

was  no  other  term  at  all  applicable. 

It  becomes  material  to  know  what  is  paper  as  generally 
understood.  The  leaves  of  plants  are  not  paper,  though 
the  term  no  doubt  has  been  taken  from  papyrus,  which 
people  formerly  used  to  write  upon  as  paper  now  is  used. 
The  skins  of  animals  are  not  paper.  Perhaps  paper  may 
be  described  fairly  as  a  manufactured  substance  compoeed 
of  fibres  adhering  together,  in  form  consisting  of  sheets  of 
various  sizes  and  of  different  thicknesses,  used  for  writing 
or  printing  or  other  purposes  to  which  flexible  sheets  are 
applicable. 

Now  section  (i5  says  ^'that  the  term  'paper*  in  this  Act 
shall  include  glazed  paper,  sheathing  paper,  button  paper, 
and  every  kind  of  paper  whatsoever,  by  whatever  denomi- 
nation known  or  called.**  And  section  66  says,  '^  all  paper, 
button  board,"  &c. ''  of  whatever  materials  made,  and  by 
whatever  denomination  known  or  called,  and  however 
manufactured,  whether  made  by  the  material  being  reduced 
to  pulp  and  moulded  or  finished  by  machinery,  or  by  being 
pressed  or  intermixed  in  a  dry  state  and  made  to  adhere  by 
pressure  or  otherwise,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
paper,  button  board,"  &c  ^*  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act" 
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Now  it  is  clear  that  the  words  of  that  Act,  "  however       IS50, 
manufactured"  and  "of  whatever  materials  made,"  are  in-     ^'^^^"'^^ 

Attorney 

tended  to  extend  the  statute  to  what  it  might  not  otherwise  General 
have  comprehended.  Reading  the  section  as  though  they  Barrt. 
were  not  there,  the  result  would  be,  "all  paper,  button 
board,  &c.,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  paper,  button  board,*' 
&C.  Taken  literally,  that  would  mean  merely  that  all  paper 
is  paper,  which  gives  very  little  information  as  to  whether 
this  be  paper  or  not.  The  reasonable  meaning  is,  that 
whatever  b  made  as  paper,  button  board  &c.  are  made,  of 
whatever  materials  and  by  whatever  machinery,  is  paper, 
button  board,  &c.,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  and  this 
construction  is  very  much  confirmed  by  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4, 
c  52,  s.  17»  which  expressly  exempted  from  the  paper  duty, 
for  a  time,  the  manufacture  made  under  the  patent  therein 
mentioned. 

We  think  that  this  case  therefore  is  within  the  statute, 
whether  the  defendant's  manufacture  is  properly  called 
"paper"  or  not.  But  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  it  is 
'^ paper"  properly  so  called.  It  is  manufactured  in  the 
same  way  as  paper,  which,  though  generally  made  of  vege- 
table  matter,  still  in  some  instances  has  received  an  acces- 
sion of  animal  matter  to  increase  the  bulk,  though  not 
entirely  formed  of  it.  This  article  is  made  altogether  of 
animal  fibres,  but  it  is  the  fibrous  quality  in  each  case 
which  makes  the  sheet  tenacious. 

Admitting,  as  Mr.  Bovill  contended,  that  the  popular 
and  primary  meaning  is  to  be  given  to  the  word  "  paper," 
why  is  not  this  article  included  in  it?  A  paper  maker 
would  undoubtedly  include  it — that  appeared  very  distinctly 
at  the  triaL  Dictionaries  include  it.  Any  definition  pro- 
perly comprehensive  would  also  include  it  But  it  is  said 
that  an  ordinary  person  looking  at  it  would  not  call  this 
article  "paper."     Why?     Because  he  would  be  deceived 
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by  its  appearance.  No  doubt  it  looks  much  more  like 
parchment ;  but  upon  learning  in  what  manner  it  is  made, 
and  of  what  materials,  and  the  process  by  which  it  is  pro* 
duced,  it  appears  to  us  impossible  to  refuse  to  it  the  appel- 
lation of  "paper."  But,  whether  it  be  called  "paper" or 
not,  it  appears  to  us  to  fall  within  the  very  large  words  of 
the  statute,  which  was  intended  to  comprehend  everything 
that  was  made  by  means  of  pulp,  of  fibrous  matter,  and 
extended  into  sheets  capable  of  being  used  as  paper. 

We  think  that  this  is  a  question  entirely  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  statute  as  soon  as  the  facts  are  agreed  upon, 
which  they  are  in  this  case.  We  are  of  opinion  that  tbe 
Crown  is  entitled  to  keep  the  verdict,  and  we  think  that 
the  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  for  a  new 
trial,  must  be  dischai^ed. 

Rule  discharged. 


jlprU  29. 


A  person 
cannot  justiff 
giving  another 
into  custody 
ft>r  merely 
laying  hands 
on  him  to 
attract  his 
attention,  pro. 
Tided  it  be  not 
done  hostilely. 


Coward  v.  Baddelet. 

Declaration.— That  the  defendant  assaulted  and 
beat  the  plaintijOT,  gave  him  in  custody  to  a  policeman,  and 
caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  in  a  police  station  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  afterwards  to  be  taken  in  custody  along 
public  streets  before  metropolitan  police  magistrates. 

Pleas— First:  Not  guilty.  Third:  That  the  plaintiff, 
within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  assaulted  the  de- 
Pendant,  and  therefore  the  defendant  gave  the  plaintiff  into 
custody  to  a  police  officer,  who  had  view  of  the  assault,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  taken  before  magistrates  and  dealt 
with  according  to  law,  &c 

Whereupon  issue  was  joined. 

At  the  trial,  before  Bramiotlly  B.,  at  the  liondon  Sittings 


in  hsL  UIkt  Tenn,  the  pbintiff  pruTed  that,  oo  the  night 
of  the  31jk  of  October,  he  w»  passing  through  High  Sueet* 


IiIrngtaQy  flDd  atutnied  to  look  at  a  house  which  was  on  r* 

fire.  The  deamdant  was  directing  a  stream  of  water  fiom 
the  hose  of  an  engine  on  the  fire.  The  plaintiff  said, 
"  IX»*t  TOO  9ee  joo  are  spreading  the  flames  ?  Whj  don^t 
700  pomp  00  the  next  house  ?"  He  went  awaj,  and  then 
came  back  and  repeated  these  words  se?end  times»  but  did 
noc  touch  the  defendanL  Tie  defendant  charged  the 
plaintiff  with  aasaidting  him,  and  gave  him  into  the  custody 
of  a  policeman  who  was  standing  near. 

The  defendant  swore  that,  on  being  intemipted  bj  the 
plaintiff,  he  told  him  to  get  out  of  the  way  and  nund  his 
own  business:  that  the  plaintiff  came  up  to  him  again, 
seized  him  by  the  shoulder,  violently  turned  him  round, 
exposed  him  to  danger,  and  turned  the  water  off  the  fire. 

The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  the  question  was 
whether  an  assault  and  battery  had  been  committed,  and 
he  asked  them,  first,  whether  the  plaintiff  laid  hands  on  the 
defendant;  and,  secondly,  whether  he  did  so  hostilely. 
The  jwrj  found  that  the  plaintiff  did  lay  hands  on  the 
defendant,  intending  to  attract  his  attention.  Whereupon 
the  learned  Judge  ordered  the  verdict  to  be  entered  for 
the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  him  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion 
that  he  had  wrongly  directed  the  jury  in  telling  them  that, 
to  find  the  issue  on  the  third  plea  for  the  defendant,  they 
must  find  that  the  plaintiff  laid  his  bands  upon  him  with  a 
hostile  intention. 

Shee,  SeijL,  in  the  same  Term,  having  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  accordingly, 

Beasley  now  shewed  cause. — The  question  is,  whether 
the  intention  of  the  plaintiff  is  material  to  be  considered 

II  2 


480  EXCHEQURR   REPORTS. 

in  order  to  deterrainc  whether  there  was  an  assault  and 
battery.     In  Ratolings  v.  Till  (a)  Parke,  B.,  referring  to 
^'  tiffin  V.  Kincard  (i),  where  it  was  held  that  a  teach  given 

by  a  constable's  staff  does'not  constitute  a  battery,  pointed 
out,  as  the  ground  of  that  decision,  that  there  the  touch 
was  merely  to  engage  the  plaintiff's  attention.  [Martin^ 
6. — Suppose  two  persons  were  walking  near  each  other, 
and  one  turned  round,  and  in  so  doing  struck  the  other : 
surely  that  would  not  be  a  battery.  Pollock,  C.  B. — There 
may  be  a  distinction  for  civil  and  criminal  purposes^ 
Channell,  B. — It  was  necessary  to  prove  an  indictable 
assault  and  battery  in  order  to  sustain  the  plea.]  The  maxim 
"  Actus  nonfacit  reum  nisi  mens  sit  rea^  applies. — He  re. 
ferred  also  to  Pursell  v.  Horn  (c),  Archbold's  Criminal  Law, 
p.  524  {d),  Scott  V.  Shepherd  (e). 

Petersdorff,  Serjt.,  and  Francis,  in  support  of  the  rule.— 
The  learned  Judge*s  direction  was  defective  in  introducing 
the  word  ^'hostile."  In  order  to  constitute  an  assault  it  is 
enough  if  the  act  be  done  against  the  will  of  the  party. 
There  are  several  cases  where  it  has  been  held  that  an 
assault  has  been  committed  where  there  was  no  intention  to 
do  the  act  complained  of  in  a  hostile  way,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  prize  fight :  Rex  v.  Perkins  (f).  So  a  surgeon  assisting 
a  female  patient  to  remove  a  portion  of  her  dress :  Rex  v. 
Rosinski  {g).  Here  the  plaintiff  interfered  with  the  defend- 
ant in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  In  Hawkins's  Pleas  of 
the  Cro**'n,  vol.  1,  p.  263,  it  is  said,  "Any  injury  whatever, 
be  it  never  so  small,  being  actually  done  to  the  person  of 
a  man  in   an  angry,  or  revengeful,  or  rude,  or  insolent 

(a)  3  M.  &  W.  28.  (e)  2  W.  Black.  892. 

(b)  2  N.  &  R.  471.  (/)  4  C.  &  F.  537. 

(c)  8  A.  &  E.  602.  (g)  Ry.  &  Moo.  C.  C.  19. 
Id)  1 2th  edition. 
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manner,  as  by  spitting  in  his  face,  or  any  way  touching        1859. 
him  in  anger,  or  violently  jostling  him  out  of  the  way,  are      ^"^ 
batteries  in  the  eye  of  the  law."     [Bramwelly  B. — I  think 
that  the  jostling  spoken  of  must  mean  a  voluntary  jostling.] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  must  be 
dischai'ged.  The  jury  found  that  what  the  plaintiff  did 
was  done  with  the  intent  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
defendant,  not  with  violence  to  justify  giving  the  plaintiff 
into  custody  for  an  assault.  The  defendant  treated  it  as  a 
criminal  act  and  gave  the  plaintiff  into  custody.  We  are 
called  on  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  on  the 
ground  that  he  touched  the  defendant  There  is  no  founda- 
tion for  the  application. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  assault 
and  battery  which  the  defendant  was  bound  to  establish 
means  such  an  assault  as  would  justify  the  putting  in  force 
the  criminal  law  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  plaintiff  to 
justice.  It  is  necessary  to  shew  some  act  which  justified 
the  interference  of  the  police  officer.  Touching  a  person 
so  as  merely  to  call  his  atiention,  whether  the  subject  of  a 
civil  action  or  not,  is  not  the  ground  of  criminal  proceeding. 
It  is  clear  that  it  is  no  battery  within  the  definition  given 
by  Hawkins. 

Channbll,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Looking  at 
the  plea,  it  is  obvious  that  it  was  not  proved. 

Bramwell,  B.,  concurred 

Rule  discharged. 
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May  3.  CoRBETT  t;.  ThE  GeNERAL  StBAM  NAVIGATION  CoM PANT. 

A  Company,      J/  lELD  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  on  the  defendants 

carrying  on  ^     , 

business  in        to  shew  cause  wh J  the  Master  should  not  tax  the  plaintiff 

London,  which 

employs  in  a      hi8  costs  of  this  action,  notwithstanding  the  sum  recovered 

oonntrytown  •       ^^-  ,^o,#.'»t.  m^  m 

a  general  com-  ^^  under  20/.,  pursuant  to  15  &  16  Vict  c.  549  &  4. 
"hoTiinMcts*        ^^  appeared  from  the  affidavits  that  the  defendants  were 
^sin^iS*such  ^  coT>oration,  and  that  the  action  was  brought  against  them, 
town,  in  an        ^g  common  carriers,  to  recover  the  value  of  certain  soods 

office  for  which  ^ 

the  Company     which  had  been  abstracted  from  boxes  which  the  plaintiff 

pay  bim  rent,  ^  * 

do  not -carry    had  delivered  to  them  for  carriage  by  water  from  London 

on  business** 

in  that  town  to  Newcastle-upon-Tjne.  The  cause  was  tried  before 
meaning  of  the  Pollock^  C.  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings  after  last  Michael- 
A^9Si  ^0  ^^  Term,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff  for 
^TJe?"^^'  11/.  is.  ScLy  and  no  certificate  was  granted.  The  plaintiff 
resided  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  the  defendants  carried 
on  their  business  in  the  city  of  London.  At  Newcastle-  * 
upon-Tyne  the  defendants  used  a  wharf  which  was  rented 
by  Messrs.  Parker,  who  were  general  commission  agents^ 
wharfingers  and  warehouse  keepers,  and  who  acted  as  the 
agents  of  the  defendants.  The  office  or  counting-house  in 
which  Messrs.  Parker  transacted  the  business  of  the  defend- 
ants was  used  solely  for  the  defendants*  business,  and  the 
rent  of  it  was  paid  by  them.  Outside  the  office  a  board 
was  affixed  with  the  words  "  London  Steam  Wharf"  painted 
on  it :  underneath,  in  similar  letters,  "  Anthony  Parker  and 
Co ,  general  wharfingers." 

Knowles  and  C.  Pollock  shewed  cause. — The  plaintiffs 
ought  to  have  sued  in  the  County  Court  of  Newcastle. 
By  the  108th  section  of  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95,  actions  may 
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be  brought  in  the  superior  Courts  where  the  plainliif  dwells 

more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  defendant,  or  where  the 

cause  of  action  did  not  arise  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  v- 

^  ^        Gf.neral 

Court  "within  which  the  defendant  dwells  or  carries  on  his  Stbam 
business."  A  corporation  "dwells,"  within  the  meaning  of  Company. 
that  enactment,  at  the  place  where  its  business  is  carried  on. 
By  rule  51  (a)  service  of  the  summons  may  be  effected  on 
a  corporation  "  by  delivering  the  summons  to  a  secretary, 
station  master  or  clerk  of  the  defendant  at  any  station  or 
oflSce  of  the  defendant  within  the  district  of  the  Court." 
IMartiHy  B. — The  Messrs.  Parker  were  not  the  servants  of 
the  defendants;  they  carried  on  business  on  their  own 
account.]  There  was  an  oflSce  in  which  the  business  of  the 
defendants  was  solely  carried  on,  and  the  rent  of  the  office 
was  paid  by  the  defendants.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — The  Messrs. 
Parker  merely  set  apart  a  portion  of  their  premises  for  the 
defendants'  use,  and  debited  them  with  a  proportion  of  the 
rent  Slieik  v.  Rati  (b)  is  an  authority,  that  a  man  does 
not  "  dwell "  at  a  particular  place  by  merely  having  an 
agent  there.  Martin,  B. — Some  insurance  companies  have 
agents  in  all  the  principal  towns  throughout  England  ;  and 
it  could  never  have  been  intended  that  they  should  be 
sued  wherever  they  had  an  agent.] 

Fieldy  who  appeared  in  support  of  the  rule,  was  not 
called  upon  to  argue.  He  referred  to  Miner  v.  The  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company  (c). 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  rule  must  be  absolute.  The 
question  is,  whether  the  business  was  done  by  the  Messrs. 
Parker  for  the  defendants  in  the  character  of  servants  or  of 
agents.     Th^re  is  evidence  to  shew  that  Messrs.  Parker 

(a)    Pollock's    County  Court  (h)  7C.  B.  116. 

Pructice,  p.  72.  (c)  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  325. 
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were  not  the  servants  of  the  defendants,  but  their  agents 
only. 

Martik,  6. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  Messrs.  Parker 
were  not  the  servants  of  the  defendants ;  there  is  nothing 
whatever  to  show  any  relation  of  master  and  servant 
between  them.  If  the  argument  for  the  defendants  were 
to  prevail,  the  consequence  would  be  that  all  large  com- 
panies who  have  a  number  of  agents  throughout  the  conn- 
try  would  be  liable  to  be  sued  in  every  district  where  their 
agents  reside. 


CuANNELL,  B. — The  question  is  not,  whether  Messrs. 
Parker  were  the  defendants'  agents,  but  whether  they  were 
their  servants ;  and  they  clearly  were  not 

Rule  absolute. 


May  10. 


Boles  v.  Davis. 

X  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated,  that  the  de- 
fendant, being  possessed  of  a  messuage,  shop,  and  premises, 
wherein  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  publican,  was  de- 
sirous to  sell  his  interest  in  the  same,  and  in  the  stock  in 
trade,  fixtures,  &c.  And  thereupon  the  defendant  by  war- 
ranting to  the  plaintiff  that  the  defendant  had  paid  and  was 
as  receipts  from  paying  70/.  per  month  for  the  stock  used  and  consumed  in 

his  business  .  . 

as  a  publican,     the  Said  business,  and  was  taking  the  sum  of  100/.  per  month 

induced  the 

plaintiff  to        as  receipts  from   the  said    business,  induced  the  plaintiff 

purchase  the 
business.     At 

the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  payments  and  receipts  were  as  alleged,  but  the  business  was  chiefly 
out  door  business,  and  that  the  representation  was  that  it  was  done  over  the  cuanter.  The 
Jud^e  amended  the  declaration  by  inserting  the  words,  **  and  that  the  business  was  a  bar  business 
carried  on  at  home  and  chiefly  over  the  counter,  and  not  a  business  done  elsewhere  or  out  of  the 
house." — Held^  that  the  Judge  bad  power  to  make  the  amendment  under  the  222nd  tectioo  of 
the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1 852. 


A  declaration 
alleged  that 
the  defendant, 
by  falsily 
representing 
that  he  was 
paying  70/.  a 
month  for  stock 
consumed,  and 
was  taking 
100/.  a  month 
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to  buy,  and  the  defendant,  by  the  means  aforesaid,  then        1859. 

sold  to  the  plaintiif,  the  defendant's  interest  in  the  said      "^^"^ 

*^  Roles 

messuage,  &e.,  and  the  good  will,  stock  in  trade,  &c.,  for  v. 

rm  DaVIB. 

225/.  10^.,  which  the  plaintiff  paid  the  defendant.  The 
count  then  negatived  the  warranty  in  terms,  and  concluded 
by  alleging  special  damage. — Second  count:  That  the 
defendant,  by  falsely  and  fraudulently  representing  and 
stating  to  the  plaintiff  that  the  defendant  had  paid  and  was 
then  paying  70/.  per  month  for  the  stock  used  and  con- 
sumed in  the  said  business  [and  that  the  business  was  a  bar 
business  carried  on  at  home,  and  chiefly  over  the  counter, 
and  not  a  business  done  elsewhere  or  out  of  the  house], 
and  was  then  taking  the  sum  of  100/.  per  month  as  afore- 
said, induced  the  plaintiff  to  make  the  contract,  purchase, 
and  payment  in  the  first  count  mentioned,  when  in  truth 
and  in  fact  the  defendant  had  not,  and  was  not  (as  he 
always  well  knew)  paying  70/.  per  month  for  the  stock 
used  in  the  said  business ;  nor  was  he  then  taking  the  sum 
of  100/.  per  month.  And  by  means  of  the  premises  the 
plaintiff  was  and  is  damnified  as  in  the  first  count  men- 
tioned. And  all  things  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  maintain 
this  action  happened  and  existed  before  suit 

Plea  to  first  count:  Denial  of  the  warranty. — To  second 
count :  Not  guilty. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Channell,  B.,  at  the  London 
sittings  after  last  Hilary  Term,  when  the  plaintiff  failed  to 
prove  any  warranty ;  and  it  appeared  that  the  payments  and 
receipts  of  the  defendant  in  his  business  as  a  publican  were 
of  the  amount  alleged  in  the  declaration,  but  that  the 
business  was  chiefly  done  out  of  the  house.  The  plaintiff 
stated  that  the  defendant  had  represented  to  him  that  the 
business  was  chiefly  done  over  the  counter ;  and,  upon  the 
application  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  the  learned  Judge 
amended  the  second  count  by  inserting  the  words  within 
brackets ;  and  he  reserved  for  the  Court  the  question  as  to 
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his  power  to  make  the  amendment.      A  Terdict   having 
been  found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  6021  damages, 

Grady,  in  the  present  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter 
a  nonsuit  or  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  learned 
Judge  had  no  power  to  make  the  amendment. 

Parry ,  Seijt.,  and  J,  J.  P&wellj  now  shewed  cause. — This 
case  is  within  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  222nd  section  of 
the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852  (<r),  which  enacts, 
that ''  all  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  in  the  existing  suit  the  real  question  in 
controversy  between  the  parties,"  shall  be  made.  The'ques- 
tion  in  controversy  between  the  parties  was  whether  the 
defendant  had  made  a  wilful  misrepresentation,  and  thereby 
induced  the  plaintiff  to  purchase  the  business.  The  decla- 
ration stated  the  representation  too  generally,  viz.,  that  the 
defendant  was  taking  100/.  a  month :  he  was,  in  fiu^t,  taking 
that  amount ;  the  amendment  shewed  that  the  real  repre- 
sentation was  that  the  profits  were  made  in  a  particular 
manner.  The  defendant  could  not  have  been  taken  by 
surprise  or  prejudiced,  for  the  only  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment was  to  shew  what  the  representation  was.  In  May 
V.  Footner  (b),  a  count  in  trespass  was  amended  by  turning  it 
into  a  count  for  injury  to  the  plaintiff^s  reversion.  In  Ed" 
toards  v.  Hodges  (c),  where  there  was  a  plea  of  not  guilty  bj 
statute,  an  amendment  was  made  by  inserting  in  the  maigin 
of  the  plea  the  statutes  under  which  the  defence  arose.  In 
Mitchell  v.  CrasswelUr  {d)yjermsy  C.  J.,  amended  by  adding 
a  plea.  Moreover,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Judge  to  deter- 
mine what  is  ^*  the  real  question  in  controversy  between  the 
parties:"   mikin  y.  Reed {e). 

(a)  See  also  the  96th  section  (c)  15  C.  B.  477. 
of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  (d)  13  C.  B.  237. 
Act,  1854.  (e)  15  C.  B.  192. 

(b)  5  £.  &  B.  505. 
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Grady y  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  learned  Judge  had 
no  power  to  make  the  amendment.  The  real  question  in 
controversy  between  the  parties  was  whether  the  defendant 
paid  70/.  a  month  for  the  stock  consumed  in  the  business, 
and  was  taking  100/.  a  month  as  receipts  from  the  business. 
That  is  the  allegation  upon  which  issue  was  taken  and 
which  the  parties  went  down  to  try.  Having  failed  on  both 
counts,  the  plaintiff  asks  for  an  amendment  which  in  effect 
introduces  a  new  count  The  true  rule  for  determining 
what  cases  are  within  the  Act,  is  to  be  found  in  the  judg- 
ment of  Jervisy  C.  J.,  and  Mauhy  J.,  in  Wilkin  v.  Reed{a\ 
Mauley  J.,  there  said,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  Act  "  to 
limit  the  power  of  amendment  to  the  introduction  of  matters 
which  the  parties  hoped  and  intended  to  try  in  the  cause, 
and  not  to  authorize  amendments  which  might  raise  ques- 
tions which  never  were  contemplated  before."  This  Act 
does  not  render  it  imperative  on  the  Court  to  allow  such  an 
amendment  as  that :  Ritchie  v.  Van  Gelder  (&). 

Pollock,  C.  B. — This  was  an  application  for  a  nonsuit 
or  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  an  amendment  made  by 
my  brother  Channell  ought  not  to  have  been  made.  The 
declaration  consists  of  two  counts ;  one  upon  a  warranty, 
and  the  other  upon  a  false  representation  corresponding 
with  the  warranty.  The  warranty  was  not  proved,  but  the 
evidence  raised  another  question,  which  my  brother  Channell 
thought  was  the  real  question  which  the  parties  came  to  try, 
and  he  amended  the  second  count  accordingly.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  it  was  competent  for  him  to  make  that 
amendment;  we  think  it  was,  and  the  rule  must  be  dis- 
charged. 

Rule  discharged. 

(a)  15  C.  B.  192.  (6)  9  Exch.  762. 
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Afoy  12.  Wright  and  Another  v.  Mills. 

Judicial  pro.      X  HE  defendant  in  this  case  died  at  half  past  nine  o^clock 

ceedingt  arc  to.  •**■  »»  •• 

be  considered  m  the  Qioming  Of  the  28th  May,  18J8.     Judgmeut  m  the 

attheeu-Uest  Rction  was  Signed  at  the  opening  of  the  office  at  eleven 

£y^  which  o'clock  on  the  same  day,  and  execution  afterwards  issued 

ThJrSfbr^**^'  ^°  ^^^  application  of  the  defendant's  administrator,  ffU- 

where  judg-  fiaiiw,  J.,  ordered  that  the  judgment  and  execution  be  set 

mont  was  J      o 

signed  at  the       aside, 
opening  of  the 

office  at  its  Petersdofff^  Serjt.,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  rescind  the 

Qsual  hoar,  «•  •  . 

eleven  a.  m.,     order  of  Williamsy  J. ;  against  which 

and  the  de- 
fendant 

past  Sne  a^m.      -''"**  shewed  cause. — The  judgment  is  irregular,  it  having 
on  the  same      ^^^^  signed  after  the  death  of  the  defendant     The  law 

morning : —  o 

HeU,  that  the    ^jj]  Jq  many  cases  notice  fractions  of  a  day,  and  common 

judgment  was  "^  *' 

regu\T.  sense  shews  that  this  must  be  one  of  them.    In  some  others 

it  refuses  to  do  so ;  but  that  is  one  of  those  fictions  of 
which  the  Courts  in  modem  times  have  endeavoured  as 
far  as  possible  to  get  rid.  [Martin^  6. — Is  not  jEdwardi 
V,  Re ffinam  (a),  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  an  authority 
against  you?]  That  case  pix)ceeded  on  the  ground  that 
the  title  of  the  Crown  by  extent  prevails  against  an  adjudi- 
cation in  bankruptcy  on  the  same  day — a  view  which  Is 
confirmed  by  Rex  v.  JEarl  (b)  and  Rex  v.  Crump  (r),  and  is 
perfectly  correct,  seeing  that  the  Crown  is  not  bound  by 
the  Statutes  of  Bankruptcy.  The  language  of  Coleridge^  Ji 
in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in  Edwards  ▼• 
Reghuim^  no  doubt  goes  further,  when  he  says  that,  *'  as  a 
general  rule,  apart  from  all  questions  of  preix)gative,  judi- 

(a)  9  Exch.  G28.  (b)  Bunb.  33. 

(c)  Referred  to  in  Porker,  126. 
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cial  acts  are  to  be  taken  to  date  from  the  earliest  minute 
of  the  day  on  which  they  are  done  f  but  that  language  is 
much  stronger  than  any  to  be  found  elsewhere,  and  is  at 
▼ariance  with  other  authorities.  In  Thomas  v.  Desanffes^a)^ 
where  a  sheriff  took  possession  under  a  fieri  facias,  and  at  a 
later  hour  on  the  same  day  the  defendant  surrendered  in 
discharge  of  his  bail,  and  afterwards  lay  in  prison  two 
months,  and  thereby  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and 
by  the  21  Jac  1,  c.  19,  was  a  bankrupt  from  the  time  of 
his  arrest,  it  was  held  that  in  an  action  by  his  assignees  to 
recover  the  value  of  the  goods  the  Court  would  notice  the 
fraction  of  the  day.  Also  in  Chick  v.  Smith  (i),  where  the 
defendant  died  between  eleven  and  twelve  a.  m.,  and  a  fieri 
facias  was  sued  out  on  the  same  afternoon,  Pattesout  J.,  set 
aside  the  writ,  on  the  ground  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
matter  was,  that,  where  it  is  necessary  to  shew  which  was 
the  first  of  two  acts,  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to  consider 
fractions  of  a  day.  [Pollock  C.  B, — In  the  case  of  JEd- 
wards  v.  Reginam  reference  is  made  to  Shelley's  Case  (c), 
where  a  recovery  was  held  good,  though  the  party  suffering 
it  died  before  the  sitting  of  the  Court  that  morning,  on 
the  ground  that  '^  the  record  is  to  be  understood  of  the 
whole  day,  and  relates,  without  division,  to  the  first  instant 
of  the  day,**  though  it  is  otherwise  with  acts  done  by  a 
party.  And  they  add,  that  that  distinction  is  pointed  out 
in  Lord  Porchesier's  Case(d)y  and  in  Swaine  v.  Morland  (e),] 
Lard  Porchesters  Case  only  shews  that  all  judgments  relate 
to  the  first  day  of  the  term.  [Watson  B. — In  Tidds  Prac, 
932,  the  practice  is  stated  thus : — '*  At  commou  law  the 
death  of  a  sole  plaintiff  or  defendant  before  final  judgment 
would  have  abated  the  suit ;  but  as  the  judgment  relates 

(a)  2  B.  &  Aid.  586.  (d)  3  Dougl.  261. 

\h)  8  Dowl.  337.  \e)  1  Br.  &  B.  370. 

(r)  1  Rep.  93  b. 
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to  the  first  day  of  the  term,  if  the  party  be  alWe  after  that 
day,  it  may  be  entered  and  costs  taxed  thereon  after  his 
death."].  Even  supposing  the  law  correctly  laid  down  in 
Edwards  ^.  Reginam^sX^W  signing  judgment  is  the  act  of  the 
party,  and  not  of  the  Court,  except  indeed  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  error,  or  where  a  delay  in  signing  judgment  is 
occasioned  by  the  act  of  the  Court. 

Malcolm^  in  support  of  the  rule^ — It  might  be  eaough  to 
say  that  this  case  is  settled  by  the  authority  of  Edwards  ?. 
Reginam  and  the  several  cases  there  cited;  for  Chicks, 
Smith  was  not  much  ai^ued  or  considered.  But  it  is  not 
unreasonable  that  the  Courts  should  refuse  to  take  notice 
at  what  time  of  the  day  a  judicial  act  is  done.  Judicial  acts 
differ  widely  from  the  acts  of  parties,  who  may  act  or  not 
as  they  please,  and  the  Court  nmst,  therefore,  inquire  into 
the  times  when  they  do  act,  whereas  the  Court  has  per- 
fect control  over  its  own  acts.  Another  aigument  may  be 
deduced  from  the  Practice  Rules  of  Hilary  Term,  1853, 
rule  56,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  judgment  shall  be 
entered  of  record  of  the  day  when  signed,  and  shall  not 
have  relation  to  any  other  day.  If  the  framers  of  that  rule 
meant  to  abolish  the  doctrine  of  relation  generally  in  this 
matter,  and  allow  inquiry  into  the  hour  and  minute  of 
signing  judgment,  they  would  have  done  so. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
must  be  made  absolute.  The  principal  authority  on  the 
subject  is  the  case  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  of  Edwardi 
V.  Reginam^  on  a  writ  of  error  from  the  judgment  of  this 
Court  (reported  at  p.  32  in  the  same  volume),  in  which 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  us.  The  question 
there  was,  whether  a  fraction  of  a  day  could  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  time  of  issuing  an  extent  and  an 


EASTKR  TRRM,    2  2    VICT. 


491 


adjudication   in  bankruptcy.      This   Court,   consisting  of       1859. 
myself,  Parke^  B.,  and  Flatty  B.,  my  brother  Martin  dis-       )^     ' 
sentingy  held  that  it  could  uot;  upon  the  ground  that  in  «• 

the  Exchequer,  if  the  right  of  the  Crown  and  that  of  a 
subject  at  all  interfere  with  each  other  with  respect  to 
matters  arising  on  the  same  day,  although  the  act  of  the 
Crown  may  have  been  posterior  to  that  of  the  subject,  still 
it  should  have  priority.  That  decision,  probably  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dissent  of  my  brother  Martin,  was  taken 
to  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  affirmed  by  the  unanimous 
decision  of  that  Court.  The  judgment  there  was  delivered 
by  Coleridge  J.,  and  proceeded  on  a  different  footing,  not 
at  all,  however,  repudiating  the  doctrine  of  this  Court,  that 
the  right  of  the  Crown  would  prevail  in  all  contests  between 
the  Crown  and  a  subject  where  the  question  was  which 
was  to  have  priority.  But  the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  proceeded  on  a  broader  and  wider  principle,  viz., 
that,  whether  between  the  Crown  and  a  subject,  or  between 
subject  and  subject,  judicial  proceedings  are  to  be  considered 
as  having  taken  place  at  the  earliest  period  of  the  day  on 
which  they  are  done.  It  was  there  expressly  stated  that 
the  Court  will  inquire  at  what  time  a  party  does  a  particular 
act,  for  instance,  filing  a  bill  or  delivering  a  declaration ; 
and  for  that  purpose  will  ascertain  the  hour  at  which  the 
Courts  were  sitting  &c ;  but  the  Court  lays  down  this 
rule :  *^  It  is  otherwise  with  regard  to  a  judicial  proceeding.'' 
And  SheUey'i  Case  (a)  is  there  cited,  where  a  recovery  suf- 
fered on  the  first  day  of  term  was  held  good,  although  the 
party  had  died  that  morning  before  the  Court  sat.  I  con- 
sider that  case  of  JEdwards  v.  Reginam  as  an  undoubted 
authority,  to  which  we  ought  to  conform.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  signing  judgment  is  a  judicial  proceeding,  and 
consequently  to  be  considered  as  having  taken  place  at  the 

(a)  1  Rep.  93. 
VOL.  lY. — N.  S.  K  K  SXCH. 
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1859.       earliest  period  of  the  day  when  it  b  done,  and  thercfiii« 
^^^    '      not  invalidated  by  what  occurred  in  the  present  instance. 


,,  »•  I  also  think  that  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  &  3» 

Mills.  ^     i.-        • 

supplies  very  good   reasons  confirmatory  of   this   Tiew. 
There  can  be  no  donbt  that  by  the  commcm  law,  if  the 
signing  of  this  judgment  had  taken  place  out  of  tenn, 
it  would  have  related  back  to  the  preceding  term,  i  d 
to  the  first  day  of  it.    This  the  Legiskture  conadered  a 
hardship,  for  a  man  might  have  sold  his  estate,  and  yet  a 
judgment  subsequently  signed  would  have  bound  the  landi 
hi  the  hands  of  an  innocent  purchaser  for  value.     To  meet 
this  difficulty,  the  statute  renders  such  judgment  Tilid 
only  fix>m  the  day  of  signinj^  but  says  nothing  about  hoon 
or  minutes.     If,  therefore,  this  judgment  would  have  been 
good  before  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  it  ought  to  be  so  now, 
notwithstanding  the  death  of  the  defendant  on  the  same 
day.     The  case  of  Chkk  v.  SmM  (a)  was  adverted  to 
by  the  defendant's  counsel,  in  which  JPaiiesan,  J.,  ruled 
that  be  would  take  notice  of  a  fraction  of  a  day  where  t 
fieri  fiicias  was  issued  after  the  death  of  the  defendant,  and 
on  the  same  day.     Now,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
issuing  a  fieri  fiu^ias  b  a  judicial  act,  as  well  as  sigmng  a 
judgment — it  is  the  act  of  the  Court,  not  of  the  parQr  ;-^ 
and  my  brother  WilKanu  was  probably  induced  by  the 
authority  of  that  case  to  make  the  present  older.     We 
consider  that  case  to  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  roles 
of  common  sense  than  the  rule  I  have  stated  relative  lo 
judgments  being  supposed  to  be  signed  at  the  earliest 
hour  of  the  day  when  they  are  signed ;  but  although  it  ii 
exceedingly  desirable  that  all  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
should,  as  fer  as  possible,  be  in  accordance  with  the  ded* 
sions  of  common  sense,  it  is  impossible  to  overrule  the 
established  practice,  which  is,  indeed,  the  law  of  the  land 

(a)  8  Dowl.  887. 
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and  the  right  of  the  suitors.     If,   therefore,  the  plaintiff       1859. 
satisfies  us  that,  by  this  practice  of  the  (>ourt,  the  signing      ^^bioht 
this  judgment,  which  is  a  judicial  act,  is  to  be  considered  •• 

la  ILLS* 

as  having  been  done  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  day,  it 
is  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  right  of  the  suitors  that  we 
should  decide  according  to  the  established  practice,  although 
founded  on  a  fiction,  as  it  is  called.  In  truth,  however,  it 
(mly  amounts  to  this,  that  by  the  practice  of  the  Court  you 
may  inquire  whether  the  party  was  alive  on  the  day,  but 
you  shall  not  inquire  into  the  precise  time  of  his  death  on 
that  day ;  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  grounds  on  which  the 
practice  was  established  may  have  been  to  prevent  that 
sort  of  inquiry.  I  therefore  think  that  this  rule  must  be 
made  absolute,  on  the  ground  that  this  judgment  was  well 
signed,  the  party  being  alive  on  that  day  when  it  was 
signed. 

Martin,  B. — The  case  is  concluded  by  that  of  Edwards 
T.  Beffinamf  which  must  be  taken  as  overruling  Chick  v. 
Smith. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  concur  in  thinking  the  case  concluded 
hj  EdukxrdsY.Beffmam.  But  that  case  can  only  be  supported 
on  the  principle  that  judicial  acts  shall  have  precedence  of 
others.  To  give  a  priority  to  such  acts  you  must  suppose 
them  to  have  been  before  the  others.  It  is  not  that  you 
do  not  inquire  into  fractions  of  a  day,  but  that  you  give 
precedence  to  the  judicial  proceeding. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  might  be  a 
very  convenient  thing  if  no  judgment  could  be  signed  after 
the  death  of  the  party  whose  rights  are  afiected  by  it,  but  the 
law  is  otherwise.  It  is  clear  that  this  judgment  would  have 
been  good  at  common  law,  for  it  would  have  related  back 

K  &  2 
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to  the  first  day  of  the  term.  Its  effect  is  altered  in  that  re- 
spect by  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  s.  13,  which, 
after  reciting — "Whereas  it  has  been  found  mischievoos 
that  judgments  in  the  King's  Courts  at  Westminster  do 
many  times  relate  to  the  first  day  of  term  whereof  they  are 
entered  &C.9  and  bind  the  defendant's  lands  firom  that  time, 
ahhough  in  truth  they  were  acknowledged,  or  suffered,  and 
signed  in  the  vacation  time  after  the  said  term,  whereof 
many  time  purchasers  find  themselves  aggrieved'' — enacti^ 
in  sect  14,  that  the  judge  or  officer  signing  any  judgment 
shall  set  down  the  day  of  the  month  and  year  of  his  to 
doing  &C. ;  and,  by  sect  15,  such  judgments,  as  against 
purchasers  bona  fide  for  valuable  consideration  of  lands 
&c.,  shall  in  consideration  of  law  be  judgments  only  from 
the  time  they  are  so  entered.  Then,  by  the  4  &  5  Wm. 
&  M.  c.  20,  s.  3,  no  judgment  not  docketed  &c.  shall  have 
any  preference  against  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators. 
Taking  it,  then,  that  as  regards  the  term  all  relation  is 
taken  away,  this  is  a  judicial  act  which  takes  place  on  a 
given  day,  no  firactions  of  which  are  recognised  by  law.  I 
think,  with  the  rest  of  the  Court,  that  Edwards  v.  Reginam 
must  prevail  here.  As  to  Chick  v.  Smith,  the  point  there 
was  neither  so  strongly  ai^ued  nor  so  fully  considered  as 
in  Edwards  v.  Reginam,  But,  even  supposing  that  case  an 
authority  on  the  point,  Edwards  v.  Reginam  is  a  later  autho- 
rity the  other  way ;  and,  in  administering  the  law,  we  roust 
abide  by  that  later  authority.  Moreover,  if  a  judgment  is 
wrongly  signed,  error  will  lie  upon  it,  though  we  may  not  be 
able  to  deal  with  it  on  motion. 

Rule  absolute  {a)* 

(a)  Reported  by  W.  M.  Best,  Esq. 
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Taylor  v.  Turnbull.  iWayi2. 


Ti 


HE  defendant  in  this  case  was  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  A  jadgmcnt 
in  the  sum  of  346/.  16^.9  being  the  balance  due  on  a  judg-  entitled,  as 
ment  which  the  plaintiff  had  obtained  against  him.     The  ^^  legatee 
defendant  was  sole  executor  and  legatee  under  the  will  "f^o^  to*the 
of  one  Sarah  De  La  Fite,  and  as  such  was  entitled  to  and  *""«*"  o*"* 

'  goveniment 

beneficially  interested  in  a  sum  of  200/..  beinff  the  arrears  •nnuity 

•^  ^  »  o  granted  for 

of  a  government  annuity  granted  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  life  of  D. 

t  r»      1  .  T  r^  ^®  '"**  '*"* 

the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  on  the  life  of  Sarah  entitled  as 

___  such  executor 

De  La  Fite.    The  defendant,  as  such  executor  and  legatee,  and  legatee  to 
was  also  entitled  to  another  government  annuity,  in  the  Lmiityln  the 
name  of  Sarah  De  La  Fite  but  granted  for  the  life  of  the  JH^Ir^t^'Vor 
defendant.    On  the  application  of  the  plaintiff,  a  Judge  at  ^^"h^f**" 
Chambers  had  made  orders  nisi  charffincr  the  arrears  and  the  nci^®""  the 

^     °  arrears  nor  the 

annuity  with  the  judgment  debt    Cause  was  shewn  before  annuity  were 

chargeable 

fVaUon,  B.,  who  made  an  order  discharging  these  orders*      under  the  i  &2 


Vict.  c.  110, 
s.  14. 


Raymond  now  moved  to  rescind  the  order  of  WaUoUy  6. — 
The  1  &  2  Vict  c  110,  s.  14,  enacts,  <*  if  any  person  against 
whom  any  judgment  shall  have  been  entered  up,  &c.,  shall 
have  any  government  stock,  funds,  or  annuities,  &c.,  stand- 
ing in  his  name  in  his  own  right,  or  in  the  name  of  any 
person  in  trust  for  him,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  a  Judge,  &c., 
on  the  application  of  any  judgment  creditor,  to  order  that 
such  stock,  funds,  annuities,  &c.,  shall  stand  charged  with 
the  payment  of  the  amount  for  which  judgment  shall  have 
been  so  recovered,"  &c.  The  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  82,  s.  1,  ex- 
tended the  provisions  of  that  Act  to  the  interest  of  any 
judgment  debtor  whether  in  possession,  remainder,  or  rever- 
sion, and  whether  vested  or  contingent,  as  well  in  any  stocks, 
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1859.       fbndsy  annuities  or  shares  as  aforesaid,  as  also  in  the  difi- 

dends,  interest,  or  annual  produce  of  any  such  stodL,  fiind% 

annuities  or  shares.     As  the  defendant  is  beneficially  in- 

terested  as  sole  executor  and  legatee,  the  annuities  are 

liable  to  be  charged  under  these  Acts.     [Martim^  B. — ^Tbe 

eflect  would  be  to  enable  the  creditor  to  take  the  |Hupef^ 

of  the  deceased  to  pay  the  executor's  debc  BramweU,  R— 

These  are  not  the  arrears  of  an  annuity  ^standing  in  cbe 

defendant's  name  in  his  own  right  or  in  the  name  of  aaj 

person  in  trust  for  him.*^    The  second  annuir^  is  difibent 

in  its  circumstances  from  the  first :  it  is  in  the  name  of  cbe 

deceased,  but  granted  for  the  life  of  the  defendanu 

Per  Curiam  (a). — ^Neither  the  arreara  ot  the  first  anniii^ 
nor  the  other  annuity  are  within  the  wonls  of  the  1  &  S 
Vict.  c.  110,  &  14,  and  therefore  there  will  be  no  rule. 

Rule  refined 

(a)  PoOoek,  C.  B^  MarUm,  B.,  BramMfeO,  R,  and  Walmm,  B. 


April  2d.  Emma  Grinham  v.  Willky. 

A  W<«7  Declaration.— That  the  defendant  gave  the  pUiih 

com^tted,  tbe  tiff  into  the  custody  of  a  policeman  and  caused  her  to  be 

ddcndftot  sent    ••••  «• 

for  a  police-     imprisoned  m  a  police  station,  and  to  be  conveyed  thence 
M^d^end.  ^°  custody  to  a  police  court  and  to  be  there  further  im- 

mnriioforma-     prisoned. 
tKm,  and  on        ^ 

inquiries  made       Second  count — For  a  malicious  prosecution. 

by  bimseif,  ■ 

arrested  tbe  Pleas.— First :   Not  guilty.     Second:  A  justificatioD.— 

plainUff.   The    -xn^  .  ^       J  J 

defendant         Whereupon  issues  were  joined. 

accompanied 
tbe  policeman 

to  the  station  and  signed  the  charge  sheet Held,  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable  in  tf 

action  of  trespass. 
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At  the  trial,  before  Bramwell,  B.,  at  the  London  sittings 
after  Hilary  Term,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  she  was  bar- 
maid to  one  Massey  at  the  Crown  Public  House.     The  ^' 

W^ILLET* 

defendant  who  had  been  robbed  of  a  watch,  and  had  agreed 
to  give  102.  to  one  Jacobs  to  procure  its  restoration,  was  at 
the  Crown  Public  House,  where  he  gave  72.  lOs.  on  this 
account  to  Jacobs.  The  robbery  was  talked  of  in  the 
house.  The  plaintiff  said  she  saw  the  defendant  and  Jacobs 
together,  but  did  not  hear  anything  said  about  getting  back 
the  watch.  Jacobs  went  out  and  shortly  afterwards  a  man 
came  in  and  handed  to  the  plaintiff  a  sealed  parcel,  and 
told  her  to  give  it  to  the  defendant,  which  she  did.  The 
watch  was  in  the  parcel  Shortly  after,  a  policeman,  who 
was  in  attendance  by  desire  of  the  defendant,  came  into  the 
room  and  inquired  of  the  defendant  who  had  given  him  back 
the  watch.  He  said  he  received  it  from  the  plaintiff.  The 
policeman  then  took  the  plaintiff  and  Jacobs  to  the  police 
station,  where  the  defendant,  as  the  plaintiff  said,  *^  gave 
them  in  charge."  A  witness  stated  that  when  the  policeman 
came,  the  defendant  said,  ''This  is  the  man  I  gave  the  money 
to ;  and  this,"  pointing  to  the  plaintiff,  ''  is  the  person  who 
gave  the  watch  to  me."  The  policeman  said  to  the  plaintiff, 
you  must  come  with  me. 

The  defendant  called  the  policeman,  who  stated  that,  in 
consequence  of  information  he  had  received,  and  the  ques* 
tions  he  put  to  the  plaintiff,  he  took  her  into  custody.  The 
defendant  went  with  the  policeman,  Jacobs  and  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  police  station,  where  the  inspector  took  the 
charge  and  entered  it  on  the  charge  sheet,  and  the  defendant 
signed  the  chaise  sheet.  The  plaintiff  was  committed  for 
trial,  but  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  bilL  Upon  this  evi- 
dence, the  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  he  thought 
there  was  no  evidence  that  the  defendant  had  given  the 
plaintiff  into   custody:    that  charging  a  person  with  an 


Gbinham 
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offence  was  a  different  thing  from  giving  such  person  into 

custody :  that  the  defendant  neither  ordered  nor  authorized 

V-  the  constable  to  take  the  plaintiff  into  custody,  and  advised 

WlLLKT.  1        •  1 

the  jury  to  find  that  the  defendant  did  not  authonze  the 
constable  to  take  her  into  custody.  The  jury  found  that  the 
defendant  did  not  give  the  plaintiff  into  custody,  but  that 
the  plaintiff  was  given  into  custody  by  the  consent  of  the 
defendant  The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  to  be 
entered  for  the  defendant,  reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  10/.,  the  damage  found  by  the 

Henry  James  now  moved  accordingly. — The  defendant 
sent  for  the  policeman  and  authorized  the  arrest  That  is 
sufficient  to  make  him  liable  in  trespass.  By  signing  tbe 
charge  sheet  he  ratified  the  act  of  the  constable  in  arresting 
the  plaintiff.  If  a  constable  in  effect  says,  **  Do  yon  wish 
this  person  to  be  kept  in  custody  ?"  and  the  answer  is,  in 
words  or  by  actions,  "  Take  that  person  into  custody  or 
keep  him  in  custody,"  the  person  so  answering  is  chargeable 
in  trespass.  That  is  in  accordance  with  Flewsterv.  R(nfk{a), 
cited  in  Gosden  v.  Elphick  (i). 

Pollock,  C.  B. — There  will  be  no  rule.  The  circum- 
stances of  this  case  are,  that  the  defendant  appealed  to  the 
authorities  who  are  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the 
peace.  The  arrest  and  detention  were  the  acts  of  the  police 
officer,  and  the  defendant  did  nothing  more  than  he  was 
bound  to  do,  viz.  sign  the  charge  sheet  He  may  ha?e 
been  liable  if  he  acted  malsL  fide,  but  not  otherwise.  I 
agree  with  the  observations  of  Lord  Cranwarth  and  Alder' 
son,  B.,  as  to  the  case  of  Fletoster  v.  Royle  (c).     We  ought 

(a)  1  Camp.  187.  {b)  4  Exch.  445. 

(c)  See  Gosden  v.  Elphick^  4  Exch.  447. 
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to  take  care  that  people  are  not  put  in  peril  for  making 
complaint  when  a  crime  has  been  committed.  If  a  charge 
be  made  mal&  fide,  there  are  ample  means  of  redress.  But  in       ^  »• 

'^  ...  WiLLET. 

the  absence  of  mala  fides  we  ought  not  to  be  too  critical  in 
our  examination  of  the  facts,  to  see  if  something  is  not  done 
without  which  the  charge  against  the  suspected  person  could 
not  have  been  proceeded  with.  A  person  ought  not  to  be 
held  responsible  in  trespass,  unless  he  directly  and  imme- 
diately causes  the  imprisonment 

Martin,  B. — I  also  think  that  there  should  be  no  rule, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  policeman  must  be  taken  to  have 
{^ven  a  true  account  of  the  matter.  If  so,  the  mere  writing 
of  the  defendant's  name  on  the  charge  sheet  does  not  make 
the  defendant  a  trespasser. 

Channell,  B. — The  verdict  proceeded  upon  the  ground 
that  the  policeman  gave  the  true  account  of  the  matter. 
Were  it  otherwise  I  should  have  felt  some  doubt. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  retain  the  same  opinion  I  expressed 
at  the  trial.  The  plaintifi^  said,  "  the  defendant  gave  me 
in  charge."  She  ought  to  have  been  asked  what  took 
place.  The  policeman,  however,  stated  what  did  take 
place.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  plaintifi^  meant  to  state 
what  she  believed  to  be  untrue ;  she  used  what  she  consi- 
dered an  equivalent  expression.  An  offence  was  committed ; 
the  defendant  sent  for  a  policeman,  who  made  inquiry,  and 
on  his  own  authority  arrested  the  plaintiff.  The  defendant 
signed  the  charge  sheet ;  but  in  doing  so  he  did  nothing 
but  obey  the  direction  of  the  police.  It  may  have  been 
hard  upon  the  plaintiff  that  she  was  imprisoned,  but  it  was 
the*  act  of  the  constable. 

Rule  refused. 
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May  2, 


Mabsden  V.  Moore  and  Day. 


To  a  declw*.    D  ECL AR ATION.— That  die  plaintiff  agreed  wiA  the 

UoBoo  an  . 

agreemeiit,set-  defendants  to  sell  to  them  one  fourth  part  or  share  m  a 

ting  oat  that 
"the 


le  plaintiff 
bad  agreed  to 
lell,  and  that 
tbe  defendants 
had  agreed  to 
purchase  of 
the  plaintiff 
one  fourth 
share  in  a 
mining  sett 
for  'IdOL ;   and 
that  the  phun- 
tiffandtbe 
defendant 


mining  sett  situate  and  known  by  the  name  of  Osom^ 
Hill  for  tbe  sum  of  250L ;  and  the  defendants  agreed  with 
the  plaintiff  to  purchase  of  him  the  said  one  fourth  part  or 
share  in  the  said  mining  sett  at  the  {mce  aforesiud ;  and 
it  was  further  agreed  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendants 
should  form  a  company,  with  a  capital  of  2O9OOOJL9  for 
working  tbe  mining  sett  &c. ;  and  as  soon  as  the  company 
should  be  registered,  with  limited  liability,  the  defendants 
inthtofonna  would  pay  to  the  plaintiff  250L  —  Averment:  that  all 
^^°^^*e^     conditions  precedent,  matters  and  things  requiring  to  have 

with  umited 
liability,  for 
working^  the 
mining  sett; 
and  that,  so 
toon  as  the 
company 
should  be  re- 
gistered with 
umited  liabi- 
lity, the  de- 
fendants would 
pay  to  the 
plaintiff 
the  sum  of 
250/^  as 
thereinbefore 
stated;** 
assigning  as 
a  breach  non- 


been  performed  and  to  have  happened  and  existed  to  en- 
title the  plaintiff  to  the  performance  of  the  defendants' 
said  agreement,  and  to  maintain  this  action  for  the  non« 
performance  thereof,  were  performed  and  did  happen  and 
exbt  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit:  yet  the  defend- 
ants did  not  pay  the  said  sum  of  2502.  or  any  part  thereoC 
Second  plea,  by  defendant  Day. — That  the  agreement 
was  an  agreement  in  writing  signed  by  the  defendant^ 
as  follows: — *' Memorandum  of  agreement  entered  into 
between  W.  Marsden  of  the  first  part,  and  Paul  Moore 
and  Edward  Day  of  the  second  part     W.  Marsden  has 

payment  of 

the  250/.;  the    agreed  to  sell  to  Paul  Moore  and  Edward  Day  one  fourth 
pleaded;  first,   P^^^  OT  share   in  a  mining  sett  situate  and   known  by 

that  the  plain- 
tiff had  not  at  tbe  time  of  making  tbe  sgreemcnt,  nor  bath  be  now,  any  title  to  the  said  one  ibnrth 
part  or  share  in  tbe  said  mining  sett,  nor  any  right  or  title  to  convey  the  same.     Seooadly, 
that  the  plaintiff  never  has  been  at  any  time  ready  and  willing  to  convey  the  said  ooa  fbwtli 
share  to  the  defendant  according  to  the  agreement. — Heki^  that  the  pleas  were  good. 


MoOBEk 
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the  name  of  Osom's   Hill  in  the  parish  of  Grindon,  in        1^59, 

Staffordshire,  for  the  sum  of  2502.,  and  Paul  Moore  and     ^'"^ 

Mabbdbh 

Edward  Day  agree  to  purchase  at  that  price :  and  it  is  ^  «. 
further  agreed  between  the  parties  that  they  will  forthwith 
form  a  company,  under  the  Limited  Liability  Act,  with  a 
capital  of  20,000/.,  for  working  or  developing  the  said 
mining  sett,  with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  pro- 
moters shall  afterwards  agree  and  determine ;  and  as  soon 
as  the  company  is  registered,  with  limited  liability,  we, 
P.  Moore  and  E.  Day,  will  pay  to  W.  Marsden  the  sum  of 
2502.  as  hereinbefore  stated." — Averment :  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  not  at  the  time  of  making  the  agreement,  nor  had 
he  at  any  time  afterwards,  nor  hath  he  now,  any  title  to 
the  said  one  fourth  part  or  share  in  the  said  mining  sett  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  nor  any  right  or  title  to  convey 
the  same. 

Third  plea. — That  the  agreement  in  the  declaration 
mentioned  was  that  set  forth  in  the  second  plea ;  and  that, 
according  to  the  agreement,  the  plaintiff  ought,  before  being 
entitled  to  call  on  the  defendants  for  payment  of  the  sum 
of  250/.  or  any  part  thereof,  to  have  been  ready  and 
willing  to  convey  the  said  one  fourth  part  or  share  in 
the  mining  sett  But  the  plaintiff  never  has  been  at  any 
time  ready  and  willing  to  convey  the  same  to  the  defend- 
ants according  to  the  said  agreement 

Similar  pleas  were  pleaded  by  the  defendant  Moore. 

Demurrers  and  joinders. 

Karslake,  in  support  of  the  demurrers. — The  agreement 
expressly  stipulates  that  the  defendants  shall  pay  the  2502. 
at  a  certain  time,  viz.  as  soon  as  the  Company  is  registered. 
[BramwelU  B. — If  a  man  agrees  to  buy  an  estate  and  pay 
for  it  on  a  certain  day,  that  implies  that  the  seller  is  to 
convey  the  estate  at  the  same  time  to  the  purchaser.]  As- 
suming that  the  plaintiff  has  no  title,  still  he  may  be  in 
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actual  possession.  The  plaintiff  has  gone  to  the  expense 
of  registering  the  Company.  The  want  of  title  therefore 
does  not  go  to  the  whole  consideration.  The  defendants 
would  have  a  right  of  action  against  the  plaintiff  on  the 
implied  agreement  to  give  a  good  title.  The  plaintiff  may 
have  had  an  agreement  with  the  owners  of  the  land  en- 
forceable by  a  Court  of  equity.  In  Pdrdage  v.  Cole  (a)  it 
was  held  that,  if  it  be  agreed  between  A.  and  B.  that  B. 
shall  pay  a  sum  of  money  for  hb  land  &c.  on  a  particular 
day,  these  words  amount  to  a  covenant  by  A.  to  convey 
the  land ;  but  it  is  an  independent  covenant,  and  A.  may 
bring  an  action  for  the  money  before  any  conveyance  by 
him  of  the  land. 

Gray^  for  defendant  Day. — It  is  true  that  if  a  man  agrees 
to  sell  an  estate  for  10,000il,  to  be  paid  on  the  10th  of  May, 
an  action  may  be  brought  on  the  10th  of  May,  though  the 
plaintiff  is  not  then  in  a  condition  to  convey,  if  he  is  ready  to 
convey  in  a  reasonable  time:  De  Medina  s*  Norman  {by  But 
upon  this  agreement  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that  the  party 
purchasing  the  mining  sett  did  not  intend  to  have  the  pro- 
perty conveyed  to  him  on  payment  of  the  purchase  money; 
therefore  this  case  is  not  governed  by  Pordage  v.  Cok  (a) 
and  Dicker  v.  Jackson  (c).  [Martin^  B. — Would  not  the 
pleas  be  proved  if  the  plaintiff  had  an  equitable  interest  and 
there  was  a  trustee  ready  to  convey  ?  Bramwell,  B. — Or 
suppose  he  bad  an  equity  of  redemption.]  The  effect  of 
the  pleas  is  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  any  title  or  any  means 
of  giving  one.  A  traverse  of  the  readiness  and  willingness 
to  convey  puts  in  issue  the  plaintiff's  ability  to  do  so :  De 
Medina  v.  Norman  (d).  As  to  the  first  plea,  the  plaintiflT 
must  answer  the  allegation  in  the  plea ;  and  if  he  has  not 
a  title  he  must  shew  that  some  one  else  has.    {_Bramweily  B. 

(a)  1  Sauiid.819.  (c)  6  C.  B.  lai. 

(6)  9  M.  &  W.  820.  (rf)  9  M.  &  W.  820.  S2S. 
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— Surely  that  is  not  so.  The  plaintiff  does  not  bargain  for 
his  own  title^  but  that  he  will  give  a  title  to  the  defendant] 
In  Maviby  v.  Cremonini{a)  a  day  was  named  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  as  in  the  present  case,  and  the  question 
was  whether  there  was  an  absolute  contract  to  pay  the 
residue  of  the  purchase  money  on  such  day.  But  the 
Court  thought  that  the  defendant  was  not  bound  to  pay 
the  money  upon  that  day  unless  the  plaintiff  had  made  out 
a  good  title  and  was  ready  to  execute  a  conveyance. 

Fieldf  for  defendant  Moore,  referred  to  Purvis  v.  Bayer  (J), 
and  Bramwett,  6.,  to  fFebb  v.  Austin  (c). 

Karslake,  in  reply. — The  authority  of  the  case  of  Pardage 
V.  Cole  is  admitted.  Now  if,  instead  of  the  words  *^as  soon 
as  the  Company  is  formed,  with  limited  liability,"  the 
words  had  been  ^*on  the  21st  of  June,"  that  case  would 
have  been  a  direct  authority.  The  words  as  to  the  time  of 
payment  are  the  words  of  the  defendants.  The  time  and 
the  event  upon  which  the  money  is  to  be  paid,  viz.  the 
registration  of  the  Company,  were  fixed  by  the  defendants. 
The  pleas  only  allege  that  plaintiff  had  no  title,  and  that 
he  was  not  willing  to  convey. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  pleas 
are  good  and  that  the  defendants  are  entitled  to  judgment. 
The  question  is,  what  did  the  parties  mean  by  the  agree- 
ment declared  on,  whether  each  party  is  entitled  to  insist 
on  performance  by  the  other,  without  reference  to  his 
capacity  to  perform  his  own  part  of  the  agreement  The 
plea  sets  out  an  agreement  by  which,  **  as  soon  as  the  Com- 
pany is  registered,  with  limited  liability,'*  the  defendants 

(a)  6  Ezch.  S08.  (b)  9  Price,  488.  518. 

(c>  7  Man.  &  6.  701. 


•J 
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1869.       W^  ^^  P«y  ^^  t^c  plaintiff  the  sum  of  2501.  "  as  therein- 
^""^^      before  stated ;"  that  is,  as  the  purchase  of  a  mining  sett 


«.  I  do  not  think  that  the  reference  to  the  nncertam 

depending  upon  the  r^istration  of  the  Company  bnngi 
the  case  within  the  rule  kud  down  in  Pordage  t.  Ccte  {a). 
It  is  essential  to  a  contract  of  baying  and  selling  thst 
one  shall  pay,  the  other  sell  or  convey.  On  that  ground 
this  case  is  distinguishable  from  Pordage  t.  Cole  {a).  In 
such  cases  each  party  intends  that  the  other  shall  peribmi 
his  part,  and  not  to  rely  on  a  right  of  action.  Therefore, 
in  the  present  case,  the  plaintiff  is  not  in  a  condition  to 
maintain  the  action. 

Martiii,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  that 
the  law  is  correctly  laid  down  in  Pordage  ▼.  Cete  {a).  In 
order  to  see  the  meaning  of  this  contract  the  parts  of  it 
should  be  separately  considered.  First,  the  plaintiff  agrees 
to  sell  to  the  defendant  a  share  in  a  mining  seU  for  2501, 
and  the  defendants  agree  to  porcfaase  at  that  price.  The 
sale  and  payment  of  the  money  are  to  be  contempofaneoos 
acts.  In  the  notes  to  Pordage  t.  Cole^  1  Wms.  SamxL  320ei 
it  is  sud,  rule  4,  "Where  the  mntnal  covenants  go  to  the 
whole  consideration  on  both  sides,  they  are  matnal  coodi* 
tions,  and  performance  must  be  averred ;  **  and  mle  5,  **  Where 
two  acts  are  to  be  done  at  the  same  time,  neither  party 
can  maintain  an  action  without  shewing  performance  o(  or 
an  ofier  to  perform  his  part.*  This  particularly  applies  to 
the  case  of  sales,  where  the  common  noderstanding  is  thai 
one  thing  is  to  be  exchanged  for  another.  Then  as  to  the 
other  part,  as  soon  as  the  Company  is  registered  the  defend- 
ants agree  to  pay  the  sum  of  250/L,  ^  as  hereinbefore  stated.* 
That  does  not  convey  to  my  mind  that  the  defendants  mcant^ 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  title,  to  take 

(a)  1  SaiiDd.S19. 
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action  for  money  had  and  received.  Mabsdeh 
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Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  In  the  case 
of  Pordage  v.  Cole^  the  Court  construed  the  agreement  as 
if  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  it  that  there  was  no  intention 
that  the  conveyance  should  take  place  on  the  day  appointed 
for  payment  of  the  money.  Assuming  that  to  be  so,  the 
case  is  rightly  decided ;  but  whether  I  should  have  so  con- 
strued the  agreement  is  another  matter.  Here  the  plaintiff 
agrees  to  sell,  the  defendants  agree  to  purchase ;  there  is  a 
clear  present  agreement  for  a  future  sale  and  payment. 
The  subsequent  part  of  the  agreement  merely  postpones 
the  time  for  performance;  it  does  not  alter  the  effect  of 
the  prior  stipulation,  which  is,  that  the  money  is  to  be  paid 
upon  the  conveyance.  The  sale  and  payment  are  to  be 
contemporaneous.  The  last  plea  is  clearly  good.  As  to 
the  other  plea  there  is  more  difficulty.  The  question  is, 
whether  the  defendant  has  sufficiently  negatived  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  title  as  would  have  enabled  the  plaintiff  to 
convey  the  sett  to  the  defendants.  In  the  old  days  I  think 
we  should  have  said  it  was  good  in  substance  as  an  averment 
that  there  was  no  title. 

Channbll,  B. — I  enturely  agree  with  the  correctness 
of  the  propositions  of  law  laid  down  in  Pordage  v.  Cole. 
Whether  they  govern  the  present  case  depends  upon  the 
construction  of  the  agreement  By  the  first  part  of  the 
agreement  the  payment  and  conveyance  are  to  be  concur- 
rent acts.  The  plaintiff  is  to  sell,  and  the  defendant  is  to 
buy,  a  mining  sett,  at  a  price  specified.  Then  is  that  altered 
by  the  subsequent  part  of  the  agreement  ?  I  think  not 
The  true  constniction  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  conveyance 
and  payment  are  to  be  concurrent  acts ;  but  a  provision  is 


V, 

Moore. 
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1859.  made  as  to  the  time  at  which  the  concurrent  acts  are  to 

^^"^ — '  be  done.     The  pleas  are  irood  traverses  of  that  which  is 

MAR8DEH  ^                                         . 

r.  alleged  in  the  declaration. 

MOORB. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 


Map}}.  BbTTS  v.    BuRCH. 

Bj  in  igree-  Declaration.— That,  on  the  28th  of  Apnl,  1858, 

ment  in  writ-  .     ./«.  j  n        j 

inff.  th«  plain-  by  an  agreement  in  writing,  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  sell,  and 

•*m11  ind  Um  the  defendant  to  purchase,  the  household  furniture,  fixturesi 

pnrcbase  the  Stock  in  trade  and  effects  in  and  upon  the  premises,  at  the 

foraitore,  ttodt  King's  Head,  Wye,  by  valuation  in  the  usual  way,  viz.,  J.  Bay- 

^^^dl^u^l  ley  to  value  for  the  plaintiff  and  T.  Marsh  for  the  defendant ; 

\StSrind**  ^^^  goods  to  be  valued  and  possession  given  on  or  before 

M.  for  defend-  the  13th  of  October,  1858 ;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  plaintiff 

nnt;  the  goods  »  »         -»  r 

to  be  Tilued,  or  defendant  not  complying  with  every  particular  set  forth 

•nd  poMesnon 

giren  on  or  in  the  Said  agreement,  the  defoulter  should  fi»rfeit  and  pay 

of  October,  to  the  Other  the  sum  of  502.  and  all  expences  attending  the 

the  event  of  same ;  and,  although  the  said  household  furniture?,  6zture8, 

p!u^  not  stock  in  trade  and  effects  were  duly  valued  pursuant  to  the 

I^mw^pmS"  ^^  agreement,  and  the  plaintiff  duly  performed  all  coo- 

cnlv  set  fertb  ditions  precedent  on  his  part,  and  was  ready  and  willing  to 

■ient,besbonld  give  up  possession  of  the  said  household  furniture,  &a, 

forfeit  and  piy  «»  *     » 

tbesomof  pursuant  to  the  said  agreement,  of  which  the  defendant 

expenses  had  due  notice,  yet  the  defendant  broke  his  agreement  and 

^^*i*be  ^i^  no^  ^^^  possession  of  the  sud  household  furniture,  &&, 


did  not  take  ^^  P^J  ^^®  amount  of  the  valuation,  but  wholly  negteded 
JJJ^H^J" "  and  refused  so  to  do^  or  in  any  way  to  carry  out  his  agree- 
^^ffnb-     ™^"^  ^^  ^^  P*y  ^^®  ^™  ^^  ^^'  forfeited  to  the  plaintiff  by 

seqnently  sold 

to  nnotbcr  person.  In  in  action  for  the  breach  of  the  agrecnent,  the  defendant  paid  into  Oo«t 
5L  The  jnrj*  having  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant :  on  notion  to  enter  a  verdict  fcr  tht 
plaintiff  fnr  4U.  z—HtU^  that  the  snm  of  SOf.  was  a  penalty  and  not  tiqndnted  dnaH^fs;  and 
therefort  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  retain  the  rcrdfiict. 
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such  default;  and  the  plaintiff,  by  reason  of  the  said  breach        1859. 

of  the  said  agreement,  hath  lost  the  profit  and  benefit  which      '^^^'^^ 

he  would  have  derived  therefrom,  and  hath  been  put  to       ^  »• 

'^  BuaoH. 

great  trouble  and  expence  in  hiring  another  house,  &c. 

Plea. — Payment  into  Court  of  5/. 

Replication. — That  the  said  sum  is  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  plaintiff's  claim.     Issue  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  fVu/htman^  J.,  at  the  Spring  Assizes 
at  Maidstone,  an  agreement  was  proved  by  which  the  plain- 
tiff agreed  ^*  to  sell,  and  defendant  to  purchase,  the  house- 
hold furniture,  fixtures,  stock  in  trade  and  effects  in  or 
upon  the  premises,  at  the  King's  Head,  Wye,  by  valuation 
in  the  usual  way,  viz.  M.  J.  Bailey  to  value  for  the  plaintiff 
and  T.  Marsh  to  value  for  the  defendant ;  the  goods  to  be 
valued  and  possession  given  on  or  before  the  1 3th  of 
October,  1858,  and,  in  the  event  of  either  of  the  above 
named  parties  not  complying  to  every  particular  set  forth 
in  this  agreement,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  502. 
and  all  expences  attending  the  same.**  The  defendant  did 
not  come  and  take  possession  on  the  13th  of  October,  and 
the  plaintiff,  some  months  afterwards,  sold  the  goods,  &c., 
to  one  Hunt  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant ; 
the  learned  Judge  reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move 
to  enter  a  verdict  for  452. 

Deedes  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly,  or  for 
judgment  non  obstante  veredicto  for  45/.,  on  the  ground  that 
the  sum  of  502.  was  liquidated  damages,  and  that  the  plea 
confessed  the  plaintiff's  right  and  gave  no  answer  to  it, 

BaviU  and  Hott  now  shewed  cause. — Where  the  sum 
which  is  to  be  the  securfty  for  the  performance  of  an 
agreement  to  do  several  acts  will,  in  case  of  breaches  of  the 
agreement,  be  in  some  instances  too  large,  and  in  others 
too  small  a  compensation  for  the  injury  thereby  occasioned, 

YOL.  IV. — N.  8.  L  L  EXCH. 
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1859.       ^^  common  understanding  is,  that  the  entire  sum  is  not 
*^^^^      to   be  actoallj   paid :   Homer   v.  Flixtqff  (a),  KemUe  ?. 
V'  Farren  ib\  Boyt  v.  AnceU  (e\  and  Beckham  y.  Drake  (d). 

Now  by  the  agreement,  in  the  present  case,  possession  is  to 
be  given  on  the  13th  of  October.  Suppose  the  plaintiff  in 
the  mean  time  had  drunk  a  botde  of  the  wine ;  or  suppose 
he  had  given  up  possession  on  the  14th  instead  of  the 
13th,  it  would  hardly  be  contended  that  the  whole  penalty 
would  be  payable.  There  are  cases  in  which,  the  damages 
being  indefinite  and  the  parties  having  themseWes  fixed 
the  amount  which  ought  to  be  paid  in  the  event  of  a 
breach,  the  sum  has  been  treated  as  liquidated  damages ; 
as  in  Reynolds  v.  Bridge  {e)  and  Aihyns  v.  Kmnier(f).  But 
this  is  not  such  a  case,  because  the  damages  arising  firom  the 
breaches  of  the  stipulations  may  be  small  and  are  in  their 
nature  easily  ascertainable:  Dimeck  v.  CorUU^g).  BeUb/ 
V.  Jones  (A)  is  overruled  by  Davies  v.  PenUm  (t)» 

Petersdorff,  Serjt,  and  Deedes,  in  support  of  the  rule.— 
The  intention  of  the  parties  appears  to  have  been  that,  in 
the  event  of  the  entire  nonperformance  of  the  agreement, 
the  sum  of  5021  should  become  payable  absolutely  as  a 
liquidated  sum,  in  addidon  to  any  expenses  occasioned 
by  the  nonperformance.  On  that  ground  thb  case  is  dit* 
tinguishable  firom  those  referred  to  on  the  other  side.  The 
plaintiff  here  alleges  a  total  refusal  to  cany  out  the  agree- 
ment in  any  way.  IPoUockf  C.  B. — It  is  consistent  widi 
what  appears  on  the  record  that  the  defendant  did  not  take 
possession  on  the  day  named,  but  that  he  did  so,  and  paid 
the  money,  a  week  after.]  Though  the  contract  comprised 
several  things  it  is  simply  an  agreement  to  do  one  thinf^ 

(a)  9  M.  &  W.  678.  (/)  4  Fxch.  776. 

(b)  6  Bing.  141.  (g)  Privy  CoancO,  July  14th, 

(c)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  390.  1858. 

(<0  8  M.  &  W.  846.  (A)  I  Bing.  302. 

(tf)  6  E.  &  B.  528.  (t)  6  B.  &  C.  216. 
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viz.  to  parchase  the  furniture  and  stock  in  trade.  In  this 
respect  the  case  resembles  Sainter  v.  Ferguson  (a).  It  is 
distinguishable  from  Kemble  v.  Farren  {b)  and  Davies  v. 
Fentan  (c\  because  in  those  cases  the  penal  sum  was  to 
become  payable  on  the  happening  of  either  of  several  events, 
in  respect  of  some  of  which  the  penalty  would  be  much  too 
large  and  of  others  too  small.  Here  the  agreement  is 
that  the  50L  is  to  become  payable  on  nonperformance,  t.  e. 
entire  nonperformance  of  the  agreement  Reillyv.  Janes  (d) 
closely  resembles  the  present  case  and  must  govern  it. 
Galsworthy  v.  Stmtt  {e)  affirms  the  principle  on  which  that 
case  was  decided.  The  Court  cannot  see  that  there  was  no 
intention  that  the  whole  sum  should  be  paid  absolutely  on 
the  happening  of  the  events  on  which  by  this  agreement  it 
is  made  payable. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  authorized  to  state  that  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  and  my  brother  Watson  agree  in  thinking 
that  the  rule  must  be  discharged.  For  my  own  part,  if  the 
agreement  were  put  before  me  and  I  were  not  embarrassed 
by  the  cases,  I  should  be  prepared  to  hold  that  parties  are 
at  liberty  to  enter  into  any  bargain  they  please,  and  that 
we  have  nothing  to  do  except  to  ascertain  their  meaning 
and  carry  it  out;  and  if  they  have  made  an  improvident 
bargain  they  must  take  the  consequences.  But  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  cases,,  and  not  at  liberty  to  act  on  that  view. 
The  plaintiff's  counsel  have  established  that  the  same  con- 
struction must  be  put  on  the  agreement  for  both  parties. 
Now,  as  that  is  so,  it  would  follow,  if  the  construction  con- 
tended for  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  were  to  prevail,  that 
if  a  very  small  part  of  the  price  were  unpaid  the  defeulter 

(a)  7  C.  B.  716.  (d)  1    Bing.    302.     See    abo 

(»)  6  Bing.  141.  Crisdee  ▼.  BoUon,  3  C.  &  F.  240. 

(c)  6  B.  &  C.  216.  («)  1  Exch.  659. 

LL  2 
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1859.        would  be  liable  to  the  penalty  of  50/.     The  cases  are  too 
*^^^~^      strong,  and  I  am  bound  to  saj  that  this  is  a  penalty. 


V. 
BVKCH. 


Bramwell,  B.— I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 
I  think  that  the  question  depends  upon  whether  the  agree- 
ment is  within  the  8  &  9  Wm.  3,  c.  11,  s.  8.  At  common 
law  the  plaintiff  would  be  entided  to  50il,  and  the  onlj 
thing  which  has  affected  his  right  is  the  8  &  9  Wql  3, 
c  11,  8.  8.  There  is  plenty  of  authority  6xr  the  propositioQ 
that  it  would  not  be  improper  to  assign  breache&  In 
Beckham  v.  Drake  (a),  which  was  an  action  on  an  agree- 
ment providing  that  the  party  making  default  should  pay 
to  the  other  the  sum  of  500L  by  way  of  specific  dami^es, 
WUHamSi  J.,  observed  that  ^  if  the  statute  had  never  passed 
the  plaintiff  would  have  been  entitled,  on  proof  of  the 
breach  of  the  agreement  alleged  in  the  declaration,  to 
recover  the  whole  500/.,  even  though  it  be  a  penalty  and 
not  liquidated  damages;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the 
statute,  if  the  action  had  been  brought  in  debt,  the  plain- 
tiff would  still  be  entitled  to  have  judgment  entered  toft  the 
whole  500L,  although  he  could  only  take  out  execution 
for  such  damages  as  the  jury  should  assess  on  the  breach 
assigned"  (b).  Lord  Wensleydak  expressed  a  similar  opi- 
nion (c).  Originally  a  plaintiff  recovered  the  debt  at 
law.  Courts  of  equity  thought  that  they  could  do  sub- 
stantial justice  by  setting  aside  the  agreement  and  awarding 
damages.  That  induced  the  l^islature  to  interfere,  and 
by  the  statute  to  provide  that  no  more  than  the  actual 
damages  should  be  recoverable  at  law.  The  statute  relates 
to  actions  "  upon  any  bond  or  on  any  penal  sum  for  non- 
performance of  any  covenant  or  agreement  contained  in 
any  indenture,  deed  or  writing."  In  1  Wms.  Saund.  58, 
note  1,  it  is  said:  this  statute  '^ extends  as  well  to  bonds 

(a)  2  H.  L.  579.  (ft)  Page  598. 

(c)  Fftge  628. 
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with  conditions  thereunder  written  for  the  performance  of 
anj  thing  contained  therein,  and  to  penalties  on  articles  of 
agreement  and  the  like  for  the  non-performance  of  cove- 
nants or  agreements  contained  in  the  same  articles."  The 
question  is,  whether  this  is  an  action  on  a  penal  sum 
for  the  non-performance  of  agreements  contained  in  any 
writing.  Is  it  for  the  performance  of  agreements?  Diffe- 
rent damages  would  be  recoverable  by  the  vendor  under 
different  circumstances.  One  breach  might  be  the  non- 
payment of  the  purchase  money,  in  which  case  the  damages 
might  be  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money.  Another 
the  non-delivery  of  a  very  small  portion  of  the  goods,  for 
which  the  damages  might  be  very  small.  The  sum  is  penal 
in  its  character,  and  in  addition  the  word  **  forfeit"  is  used. 
I  believe  the  true  ground  on  which  this  case  must  be  decided 
is  that  it  is  within  the  statute.  As  to  the  authorities,  it  is 
remarkable  that  from  the  first  to  the  last  the  statute  is  not 
mentioned.  It  seems  as  if,  by  some  singular  instinct,  the 
Courts  have  been  right,  though  without  referring  to  the 
statute  by  which  they  ought  to  have  been  governed.  I 
believe  that  the  reason  is  that  the  Judges  have  considered 
when  equity  would  have  relieveil.  I  agree  with  most  of 
the  cases.  The  words  'Miquidated  damages"  or  '* penalty" 
are  not  conclusive  as  to  the  character  of  the  sum  stipulated 
to  be  paid,  for  if  the  whole  agreement  is  such  that  the 
Court  can  see  that  the  sum  is  a  penal  sum,  it  must  be  so 
treated.  On  the  other  hand,'  if  it  is  not  a  penal  sum,  it 
would  be  incorrect  to  treat  it  as  a  penalty  merely  because  it 
is  so  called  in  the  agreement.  In  Galsworthy  v.  Strutt  (a) 
Lord  Wefuleydale  treated  the  covenant  as  an  agreement 
not  to  do  one  thing,  with  an  option  to  do  it  if  the  defend- 
ant paid  100021 

Rule  dischaigcd. 

(a)  1  Ezch.  659. 
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April  30.  Price  v.  Worwood. 

In  ejectment.     E  JECTMENT.— The  writ  was  dated  the  24th  of  De- 

against  a  tenant 

for  forfeimre      ccmber,  1858.     At  thc  trial,  before  ChanneUj  B.,  at  the 

by  non-insor-        ,  , 

ance,  brought    sittings  in  Middlesex  after  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that 

on  the  24th  of       ,  .  ,  ,  .  #.  «  i. 

December,  the  action  was  bronght  to  recover  possession  of  three  oousefl 

proved  that  on  ^^  Hjdc  Place,  Hoxton,  held  by  the  defendant  under  a 

{he°fc^*yei  '««^  ^^^^^  ^^  August,  1852,  at  the  rent  of  3i  10*.  a  year, 

and  a  half  rpj^g  leasc,  which  was  in  the  short  form  ffiven  by  the  8  &  9 

before  action  o  ^ 

brought,  and      Vict.  c.  124,  Schedules  1,  2,  contained  covenants  by  the 

the  second  in 

August  1858.    lessee  to  pay  rent  and  insmie  in  the  joint  names  of  the 

the  defendant 

had  admitted      lessor  and  lessee,  and  produce  receipts  for  the  premiamsy 

that  he  was  .  %  »       r  <•    « 

uninsured.  With  a  proviso  for  re-entry  on  non-payment  of  the  rent  or 
occasion ^he^*^  non-performancc  of  the  covenants.  Rent  being  in  arrear, 
S!l^^  thl  ^*  ^^^  plaintiff,  in  October,  1 858,  applied  for  payment.  Thc  de- 
money  for  other  fendant  said  he  could  not  pay.  The  plaintiff  then  attempted 

Surposes.  r  J  r  r 

[otico  was        to  distrain,  but  could  not  iret  into  the  premises.   After  son- 

eifen  to  the  ^  * 

defendant  to      set  on  the  4th  of  November  he  entered  the  ground  floor, 

produce  the 

policy  at  the  where  he  saw  only  a  few  fixtures  and  some  ftimiture  of 

he  failed  to  do.  small  valuc,  not  Sufficient  to  cover  the  rent.     The  plaindff 

of  December,  Stated  that,  a  year  and  a  half  before  the  action,  he  had 

^alntiff  re-  spokcu  to  the  defendant  about  the  insurance.    The  defend- 

*^nt^romthe  *"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  "^^  insuretl,  and  promised  to  do  so.    Thc 

undertenants  plaintiff  Said,  "Get  it  done,   and  shew  me  the  policy.* 

of  the  pre-  ...  f       J 

raises. "on        The  plaintiff  mentioned  the  Alliance  Fire  OflSce.     Aboat 

account  of 

rent  due  at  a  year  afterwards  the  plaintiff  again  spoke  to  the  defendant 
^Hetd:  First,  ou  the  subjcct,  whcu  the  defendant  admitted  that  the  pr^ 

that  there  was 

evidence  from  which  a  jury  might  presume  a  continuing  breach  of  the  covenant  to  insoTB  oa 

the  24th  of  December  at  the  time  of  action  brought. 

Per  Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Martin,  B.,  the  receipt  of  rent  is  not  a  waiver  of  a  forfeiture,  unlesi  it 
be  of  rent  due  on  a  day  after  the  forfeiture  was  incurred  ;  and  therefore  the  acceptance  of  rsot 
from  the  underUnnnta  had  not  the  effect  of  a  distress,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  recognition  of  tbe 
existence  of  the  defendant's  tenancy  on  tbe  *23rd  of  December  when  tbe  money  was  recvived. 
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mises  were  uninsuredy  and  stated  that  he  wanted  the  money 
for  other  purpose&  On  the  23rd  of  December,  1858,  the 
plaintiff  received  3/.  lOs.  from  two  of  the  undertenants  of  o. 

toe  premises,  and  gave  receipts  *'in  part  payment  of  rent 
due  to  me  at  Michaelmas,  1858."  The  plaintiff  had  in- 
quired at  the  Alliance  Office  and  had  given  notice  to  the 
defendant  to  produce  the  policy  at  the  trial.  The  policy 
was  called  for  but  not  produced. 

Upon  these  fiicts,  the  defendant's  counsel  submitted 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  juiy;  but  the 
learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  reserving 
leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  if  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence  to 
be  submitted  to  the  jury. 

Htiwkiru,  in  Easter  Term,  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
set  ande  the  verdict  and  to  enter  a  nonsuit  or  verdict  for 
the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evidence 
for  the  jury  to  support  the  plaintiff's  case, 

PigoUf  Seijt.,  and  Pearce  shewed  cause  (April  29). — 
The  defendant  had  stated,  six  months  before  the  writ  was 
served,  that  he  could  not  afford  to  insure,  and  had  made  a 
similar  excuse  twelve  months  previously  to  that  Now, 
assuming  that  the  plaintiff  must  prove  the  negative  propo- 
rtion, that  the  defendant  was  not  insured  after  the  accept- 
ance of  the  rent  on  the  23rd  of  December,  it  is  enough  if 
some  evidence  was  given ;  and  for  that  purpose  the  pre- 
sumption of  the  continuance  of  the  state  of  facts  existing 
in  August  is  sufficient.  Next,  the  acceptance  of  rent  from 
ibe  undertenant  is  no  waiver  of  the  forfeiture.  ^Martin,  B. 
— In  Crqfi  v.  Lundey  {a\  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord 
IVensleydak  seemed  to  think  that  the  true  question  was 

(a)  6  H.  L.  672. 
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whether  the  money  was  received  with   the  intention  of 

waiving  the  forfeiture.     The  acceptance  most  be  of  rent 

,.    V.  due  after  the  breach,  in  order  to  amount   to  a  waiver. 

WOKWOOD. 

Bramwett,  B. — The  plaintiff  could  only  have  entitled  him- 
self to  receive  the  rent  from  the  nndertenants  because  he 
could  have  distrained.  Taking  the  rent  admits  that  be 
could  have  distrained  for  rent  due  in  September.  But 
since  the  8  Ann.  c  14,  s.  6,  the  tenancy  need  not  hate 
continued  to  have  enabled  the  plaintiff  to  distrain  in  De- 
cember, when  the  rent  was  received.] 

Hawkins  and  Doyk,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^The  receipt 
of  the  rent  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1858, 
was  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture.  Patteion^  J.,  in  a  similar 
case.  Doe  d.  Bridger  v.  Whitehead  (a),  said  that  die  infer- 
ence from  the  acceptance  of  rent  was  that  the  plaintiff  w« 
satisfied  of  the  premises  having  been  insured  since  a  period 
when  the  defendant  had  refused  to  produce  his  receipt  or 
give  any  information  respecting  the  policy.  [PoUoek^  C.  B. 
— Is  not  the  acceptance  of  rent  by  a  landlord  some  evidence 
against  him  that  the  tenant's  lease  is  a  subsisting  lease? 
Now  suppose  the  mere  payment  of  rent  on  the  23rd  of  De- 
cember by  the  defendant  would  not  have  been  sufficient,  may 
not  the  taking  rent  fix>m  undertenants,  who  were  under  no 
contract  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff,  have  been  equivalent  to  a  dis- 
tress in  affirming  the  tenancy  ?]  It  would  have  that  effect 
No  presumption  can  be  made  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
non-insurance.  [Pollock^  C.  B. — The  law  will  presume  a 
state  of  things  to  continue  which  is  lawful  in  every  respect; 
but  if  the  continuance  is  unlawful  it  cannot  be  presumed. 
If  a  man  stated  that  he  had  not  taken  an  oath  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  that  would  afford  no  presumption  that  he  had  not 

(a)  8  A.  &  £.571.574. 


BASTBR  T£RM^    22   VICT. 

done  80  on  the  20tb  if  his  acting  in  a  particular  capacitj 
on  that  day  without  hafing  taken  an  oath  would  be 
illegal.] 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  following  judgments  were  now  pronounced. 

Pollock,  C.  B.  —  We  are  of  opinion  that  there  was 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  that  the  premises  were  unin- 
sured* My  brother  Channel^  who  tried  the  cause,  doubted 
whether  there  was  evidence,  but  reserved  the  point  for  Mr. 
JSawkins,  saying,  he  should  like  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
jury,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  address  the  jury.  Mr. 
Hawkins  declined,  and  preferred  making  an  application  to 
the  Court  on  leave  reserved.  The  jury  found  for  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  ejectment,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  satisBed 
that  the  premises  had  not  been  insured,  and,  looking  at  the 
nature  of  the  evidence,  in  effect  it  was  this :  that  twice  over 
the  tenant  had  declared  that  he  had  not  insured  the  pre- 
mises on  account  of  his  inability  to  do  so;  again,  he  had 
been  told  to  insure,  and  to  shew  the  document  when  he 
obtained  it  to  the  landlord,  which  he  had  failed  to  do,  and 
therefore,  at  the  time  these  declarations  were  made,  there 
was  distinct  evidence  that  there  had  been  no  insurance. 
There  was  no  evidence  or  anything  to  lead  to  the  inference 
that  there  had  been  an  insurance  afterwards,  except  this, 
that  the  rent  had,  in  some  measure,  been  paid.  But,  look- 
ing at  the  opinion  of  Lord  Coke  (Co.  Litt.  211  b.),  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  mere  payment  of  this  rent,  it  is  not  to  be 
considered  equivalent  to  a  distress.  An  actual  distress  is 
so  clear  an  affirmance  of  the  tenancy  existing  at  the  time 
that  it  does  away  with  all  previous  forfeitures.  It  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  such  a  character  that  the  landlord  can- 
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not  afterwards  saj  **  Yoa  are  not  m j  tenanL"    Id  diis  one 

the  rent  bad  been  received  from  ao  undenenant ;  and  it 

^   ••  was  said,  as  it  coold  not  have  been  recovered  as  a  debt, 

WOEWOOBi. 

but  only  bj  pntting  a  distress  upon  the  premises,  that 
oi^t  to  have  the  same  effect.  We  think  we  oa^Efat  not  to 
go  so  far  as  that.  If  the  landlord  had  been  oonatruned 
to  pat  in  a  distress,  and  had  actnallj  distrained,  such  woaU 
have  been  the  result ;  but,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  distnin, 
I  think  we  oi^t  not  to  carry  the  case  bejood  the  point 
to  which  the  decisions  have  already  extended.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  receipt  of  rent  finom  an  oodertenant  k  not  to 
be  considered  as  having  the  same  effect  as  a  distreaa  wooU 
have  had.  When  a  landlord  goes  oo  the  premises  aad 
finds  that  rent  is  doe  from  an  uiderteoant  who  ia  not  oa- 
willii^  to  pay  it,  and  the  payment  by  vrfaom  to  him,  as  the 
sopefior  landlord,  would  be  a  payment  to  his  tmani,  there 
»  good  sense  in  holding  that  s«ich  payment  is  not  cqoi- 
valent  to  a  distreas ;  becaose  it  aaioants  to  no  ODore  dun 
goii^  and  asking  for  the  rent,  and  finding  pewooa  vriffing 
to  pay  the  OMwey,  and  taking  iL 


Mabtdc,  R — I  am  of  the  same  opinioik  A  receipt  of 
rent,  to  operate  as  a  waiver  of  a  fivfeitnre,  must  be  a 
ffvceipt  of  rent  doe  oti  a  day  after  the  fiorfritore  wm  m- 
corred.  The  mere  receipt  of  the  money,  the  rent  having 
bercme  diie  previoo^r,  is  of  no  cuneeqnence,  and  ibr  the 
very  pLun  re^on  that  the  ciKry  for  a  conftion  broken  does 
not  at  all  a&ct  the  right  to  tecegve  payment  of  a  pR- 
ex^oc  debc  I  entirelv  a^ree  with  what  mT  Lmd 
W^  oti^ht  to  eodeowur  not  to  aDov  tedmieal 
K>  W  gtven  tc  acts  which  were  ne^er  infeended  to  fallow  from 
tfaeoi.  1  b«{iew  the  ruie  bnd  down  bT  Loid  C^te  is  die 
ourrect  one*     Ev^n  it  tktf  were  not  six  in  this  cnse  there 
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would  be  a  good  right  to  maintain  the  ejectment,  for  the 
noD-insarance  is  a  continuing  breach,  and  its  continuance 
during  the  period  between  the  time  of  the  payment  of  the  »• 

rent  on  the  23rd  of  December  and  the  commencement  of 
{he  suit  on  the  24th  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  entitling 
the  plaintiff  to  his  verdict. 

Channell,  R — I  also  agree  in  thinking  that  the  rule 
should  be  discharged.  This  is  an  action  of  ejectment,  and 
the  writ  was  tested  the  24th  December  last  year.  The 
plaintiff  sought  to  recover  in  respect  of  one  or  other  of 
two  breaches  of  covenant ;  and,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to 
recover,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  shew  a  right  to  enter 
on  the  premises  on  the  24th  December.  The  case  turns  on 
the  breach  of  covenant  for  non-insurance.  Now,  to  entitle 
the  plaintiff  to  recover  in  respect  of  that,  it  is  necessary 
for  him  to  shew  that  the  premises  were  uninsured  on  24th 
December,  1857,  and  uninsured  under  circumstances  which 
entitled  him  to  take  advantage  of  the  forfeiture.  Certainly, 
at  the  trial,  1  had  some  doubt  whether  there  was  any  evi- 
dence of  non-insurance  on  the  24th  December  of  which 
the  plaintiff  could  take  advantage ;  my  doubt  being,  if  there 
had  been  some  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  non-insurance 
daring  a  considerable  time,  whether  it  had  not  been  waived 
by  what  occurred  on  the  23rd  December.  Then,  first,  was 
there  any  evidence  to  shew  a  continuing  breach?  More 
than  a  year  before  the  action  was  brought  the  defendant 
had  been  asked  if  he  had  insured,  and  was  requested  to 
produce  his  policy ;  he  said  that  he  had  not  insured.  He 
was  applied  to  again  in  the  same  year  in  which  the  action 
was  brought,  and  he  then  not  only  stated  that  he  was 
uninsured,  but  gave  a  reason,  namely,  that  he  wanted  the 
money  for  other  purposes.     So  far  as  we  can  judge,  that 
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which  he  gave  as  a  reason  for  not  insuring,  viz.  the  want  of 
fundsi  was  a  continuing  cause,  and,  from  what  had  taken 
o.  place  with  respect  to  the  non-payment  of  the  rent,  may  be 

supposed  to  have  continued.  I  therefore  think  there  was 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  not  merely  that  the  premises 
were  not  insured  at  the  time  that  an  application  was  made 
to  the  defendant  upon  the  subject  of  the  non-insurance,  but 
that  the  same  state  of  things  continued  afterwards.  Then, 
supposing  that  to  be  so,  was  the  forfeiture  waived  by 
what  occurred  on  the  23rd  ?  Now,  on  the  23rd  December, 
the  day  before  the  action  was  brought,  the  plaintiff  obtained 
from  the  undertenants  payment  of  the  rent  due  from  them  to 
their  landlord,  the  present  defendant,  up  to  the  preceding 
Michaelmas.  Without  entering  into  the  question  whether 
that  is  to  place  the  plaintiff  in  a  worse  situation  than 
if  he  had  received  it  from  his  tenant ;  in  other  worda^ 
whether  it  is  only  evidence  of  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture 
before  the  Michaelmas  up  to  which  rent  was  paid,  or  whether 
it  brings  the  waiver  down  to  the  23rd  December ;  still,  if  I 
and  the  rest  of  the  Court  are  right  in  our  conclusion,  there 
was  evidence  of  a  continuing  breach  between  the  23rd,  when 
the  payment  was  made,  and  the  time  when  the  action  was 
brought  on  the  24th.  We  have  only  to  consider  whether 
there  was  any  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  was,  and  that  the  rule  should  be  di8chaif;ed. 

Rule  dischaiged  (a)i 
(a)  See  Best  on  Presumptions  of  Law  and  Fact,  pp.  S6. 1S6. 
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Reynolds  and  Others,  assignees  of  Bate,  a  Bankrupt,         Apra  20. 

V.  Halu 

JL  ROVER. — The  first  count  alleged  a  conversion  of  the  ^  *f^*^ 

^  executed  a 

bankrupt's  goods  before  the  bankruptcy.     Second  count. —  bill  of  sale  of 

bit  stock  in 

On  a  conversion  of  the  goods  of  the  plaintiffs  as  assignees  trade  aod  all 

-         ,      ,       .  bis  otber 

after  the  bankruptcy.  effects  to  the 

Pleas. — First:  That  the  plaintifis  were  not  assignees.  aurt?one«r.*" 
Second:  Not  guilty.     Third,  to  the  first  count:  That  the  ^j^el^jj* 
goods  were  not  the  goods  of  Bate.     Fourth,  to  the  first  Py"«*nc« 

^  C9  '  of  an  airange-i 

count:  Leave  and  licence  by  Bate.    Fifth:  That  the  goods  ment between 

the  parties, 

were  not  the  goods  of  the  plaintifis  as  assignees. — Where-  the  defendant 

came  on  the 

upon  issues  were  joined.  premises 

The  defendant  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  dispute  and  attempted 

the  bankruptcy.  ^^Tt 

The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Spring  Assizes  at  Shrewsbury  b^^"^  ^ 

in  1858,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintifis,  subject  "^ij^JIJf 

to  a  special  case,  in  substance  as  follows: —  defendant 

*^  .  ,  ,  then  left  the 

Bate,  the  bankrupt,  was  a  wine  and  spirit  merchant  at  premises,  and 

the  trader  re* 

Shrewsbury,  and  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  1857,  borrowed  fi*om  mained  there 

the  defendant  25/. ;  and  on  the  same  day,  in  order  to  secure  to  carry  on 

the  repayment  thereof,  and  of  any  further  sum  not  exceed-  th"22nd! 

ing  50/.,  executed  a  bill  of  sale,  by  way  of  mortgage,  of  all  "^^^l^ 

his  goods.  He  had  an  interest,  in  right  of  his  wife,  in  certain  Sf.  *^^"iPS^* 

real  property,  but  it  was  of  no  value,  and  was  not  con-  beenadTcr- 

^     ^    J*  '  tiled,  but  it 

veyed  or  dealt  with.     The  bill  of  sale  comprised  the  whole  did  not  appear 
of  Bate's  property,  which  was  of  the  value  of  \90l  at  the  wereadver- 
least.     It  contained  a  provision   that  Bate  should   enjoy  as  the  goods  of 
quieUy  until  default.     The  bill  of  sale  was  filed  within  ^h^^^ 
twenty-one  days.     On  the  27  th  of  May  a  receipt  for  the  "ng'Jh^^"^ 

tempted  sale 
the  go6ds  were  in  the  possession  of  the  bankrupt  as  reputed  owner  with  the  consent  of  the  true 
owner  at  the  time  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  therefore  passed  to  his  assignees. 
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further  sum  of  252,  was  written  on  the  bill  of  sale  and 
signed  by  Bate.  After  the  execution  of  the  bill  of  sale 
Bate  carried  on  business  as  usual,  and  the  defendant  did 
not  take  possession  of  any  part  of  the  property  previously 
to  the  17th  of  the  following  June.  An  arrangement  was 
made  between  Bate  and  the  defendant,  by  their  mutual 
consent,  that  the  defendant,  who  was  an  auctioneer,  should 
sell  the  property  by  public  auction  on  the  17  th  of  June,  and 
such  sale  was  accordingly  advertized  by  the  defendant  for  the 
17  th,  upon  which  day  he  came  to  Bate's  house,  where  the 
property  was,  in  order  to  sell  it,  but  there  were  no  bidders 
and  nothing  was  sold,  and  the  defendant  went  away  agun. 
Bate  remained  on  the  premises,  his  name  remained  over  the 
door,  and  the  business  was  continued  until  he  shut  up  the 
house.  Bate  handed  the  licence  to  the  defendant  on  the  day 
of  the  intended  sale  on  the  17  th.  The  defendant  attempted 
to  prove  that  he  directed  the  bankrupt's  father,  who  lived  with 
the  son,  but  who  died  before  the  trial  of  the  cause,  to  keep 
possession  of  the  goods  for  him.  The  jury  found  that  he 
gave  no  such  directions,  and  that  he  had  no  possession  until 
after  the  deed  of  assignment  was  executed  on  the  22nd,  and 
that  he  done  no  act  to  determine  that  the  goods,  if  in  the 
order  and  disposition  of  the  bankrupt,  were  not  so  with  the 
consent  of  the  defendant  During  all  this  time  Bate  was 
indebted  to  divers  persons  in  sums  amounting  to  between 
3007.  and  400/.  On  the  22nd  of  June,  Bate,  being  pressed 
by  creditors,  executed  a  deed  of  assignment  of  all  his  pro- 
perty to  Edwards  and  Green.  The  trustees  put  a  man  in 
possession,  and  kept  possession  till  the  defendant  took 
forcible  possession.  On  the  23i*d,  the  defendant  served  the 
bankrupt  with  notice  that  unless  payment  should  be  forth- 
with made  he  would  proceed  to  recover  the  same  by  virtue 
of  the  bill  of  sale.  On  the  23rd,  the  following  additional 
trust  was  inserted  in  the  assignment  of  the  22nd  :  **  Upon 
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trust  in  the  next  place  to  pay  to  W.  H.  Hall  such  sum 
as  may  be  found  due  to  him  on  the  bill  of  sale  of  May, 
1857*''  Bate  then  re-executed  the  deed,  with  the  assent 
of  the  trustees.  On  the  26th,  the  defendant  took  forcible 
possession  of  the  goods  and  sold  them.  On  the  27th  of 
June  Bate  was  adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  and  the  plaintiils 
were  appointed  assignees. 

The  goods  were  of  the  value  of  \90L ;  and  the  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  that  sum,  subject  to  this  case. 

The  Court  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  inferences  of  fact 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are  (inter 
alia): — Did  Bate  commit  an  act  of  bankruptcy  by  giving  a 
bill  of  sale  ?  If  not,  did  he  when  he  executed  the  assign- 
ment on  the  22nd  or  the  23rd  of  June  ? 

Was  the  attempted  sale  of  the  17th  of  June  a  withdrawal 
by  the  defendant  of  his  consent  to  the  goods  being  in  the 
order  and  disposition  of  Bate  ? 

According  as  the  Court  may  answer  the  above  questions, 
the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant  or  the 
plaintifls. 

Gratff  for  the  plaintifls. — If  a  bill  of  sale,  executed  by 
way  of  mortgage,  makes  provision  that  the  debtor  shall 
retain  possession  for  a  time,  and  during  such  possession 
the  debtor  becomes  bankrupt,  the  goods  are  in  his  order 
and  disposition  with  the  consent  of  the  true  owner,  and 
will  therefore  pass  to  his  assignees:  Freshney  v.  Car' 
rick  (a),  Hamihy  v.  Miller  {b).  The  assignment  of  all  his 
goods  by  Bate  on  the  22nd  of  June  was  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, which  was  not  affected  in  any  way  by  the  re-execu- 
tion of  the  deed  on  the  23rd  of  June ;  such  re-execution 
could  not  affect  the  legal  interest  which  had  passed  on  the 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  653.  (6)  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  99. 
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1859.        22nd :  see  per  Holroyd,  J.,  in  Doe  dem.  Lewis  ▼•  Bingham  (a). 
Kbyxolds     ^^^^  to  the  17th  the  goods  were  clearly  in  the  order  and 

Hall.  disposition  of  the  bankrupt  as  reputed  owner  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  true  owner,  and  the  mere  fact  that  the  defend- 
anty  being  an  auctioneer,  went  into  the  house  to  sell  the 
goods  on  the  17th  of  June  did  not  put  an  end  to  the 
reputed  ownership.  [Martin^  B. — What  did  the  handUlb 
say  ?  If  they  stated  that  the  goods  were  to  be  sold  as  the 
defendant's  goods  that  put  an  end  to  the  bankrupt's  reputed 
ownership.]  The  defendant  went  out,  leaving  the  bankrupt 
in  possession  as  before,  and  such  possession  continued  down 
to  the  22nd,  when  he  committed  the  act  of  baokruptcy. 

Huddleston^  for  the  defendant. — The  bill  of  sale,  being 
for  a  present  advance,  was  no  act  of  bankruptcy.  On  the 
17  th,  the  sale  having  been  advertized,  the  defendant  came 
to  Bate*s  house,  and  had  possession  of  the  goods  to  sell 
them.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  true  owner  should  take 
actual  possession.  It  is  enough  if  he  does  some  act  indi- 
cating an  intention  to  take  possession  of  the  property^  and 
that  it  should  no  longer  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
bankrupt :  Brewin  v.  Short  {by  llie  deed  was  incomplete, 
and  did  not  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  parties  tmtil  the 
23rd. 

Gray^  in  reply. — Whatever  the  advertisements  may  hate 
been,  the  question  is,  what  was  the  state  of  things  between 
the  17th  and  the  22nd  of  June.  Bate  was  in  possession  of 
the  stock  in  trade,  and  continued  to  sell  the  liquors,  tf 
apparent  owner.  The  attempted  sale  by  the  plaintiff  on 
the  17th  was  consistent  with  the  continued  possession  of 
Bate. 

(a)      B.  &  Aid.  672.  677.  (h)  5  £.  &  fi.  227. 
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Bravteix^  Bl — We  are  of  opinioa  that  the  plaintifis  are        1SS9. 
entitled  to  recover.     If  the  handbills  had  announced  that     ^^^^"""^ 
the  goods  were  the  property  of  the  defendant,  the  fact  <^* 

woold  have  bees  stated.  The  case  odIt  states  that  the  sale 
was  adTertaed.  If  the  sdrertisement  atnplj  announced  that 
the  goodi  were  to  be  sold,  it  would  hare  no  effect.  Neither 
partj  has  desred  to  have  it  set  out,  and  therefore  we  must 
■■iiiiiM  that  it  does  noc  afect  the  question.  The  assignment 
opefatii^  from  the  daj  when  it  was  signed,  it  was  then 
an  act  of  famknipccj,  which  was  not  affected  bj  what 
took  place  on  the  fallowing  daj.  The  goods  continued  in 
the  hooae,  the  bankrupt  carrying  on  business  and  dealing 
with  them.  Their  being  in  the  house  was  the  act  of  the 
true  owner ;  and  therefore  they  were  in  the  order  and  dis- 
positicHi  of  the  bankrupt  with  the  consent  of  the  true  owner. 
Upon  these  grounds  the  piaintiflb  are  entitled  to  judgment. 

Chahsell,  R — On  the  22nd  of  June  a  deed  was  exe- 
cuted, which  was  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  Its  effect  was  not 
done  away  with  by  an  alteration  made  in  it  on  the  23n], 
▼iz.  the  insertion  of  an  additional  trust  -  The  only  other 
inquiry  is,  were  the  goods  in  the  order  and  disposition  of 
the  bankrupt  ?  They  were  the  stock  in  trade  of  a  public 
house ;  the  bankrupt's  name  was  over  the  door  as  licensed 
owner.  The  advertisement  of  the  sale  did  not  destroy  the 
apparent  ownership,  and  was  no  withdrawal  of  the  defend- 
ant's consent  to  its  continuance.  There  will  therefore  be 
judgment  for  the  plaintifis  (a). 

Verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintifls. 
(a)  PoOoekj  C.  B^  And  Martin,  B ,  had  led  the  Court. 


VOL.  rv.— N.  8.  MM  EXCH. 
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1850. 


May  9.  F.     R.    WiTHERS   V.    ISABELLA    PaRKER,    ExCCatrix  of 

G.  S.  Parker. 

Interpleader.— The  question  was  whether  certain 
goods  claimed  by  F.  R.  Withers  were  the  property  of  the 
said  F.  R.  Withers,  by  virtue  of  a  bill  of  sale,  dated  the 
F/^Si^^  ^^^^  ^^  AP"'»  ^8^8*  ^  against  the  writ  of  fi.  fe.  at  the  suit 


P.  havinff  ra« 
covered  judg- 
ment tgainit 
F..  the  iberiff; 
on  the  )5th 


At  the  trial,  before  Martin,  6.,  at  the  London  Sittin|;i 
after  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  on  the  16th  of  Jui- 
uary,  1858,  the  now  defendant  recovered  judgment  ibr 
S05iL  I2s.  id.  against  one  W.  Frith.  The  action  was  a 
hostile  one  and  was  defended  (or  Frith  by  the  now  plaintiff 


"  dTt  iTft.     of  Isabella  Parker,  executrix  as  aforesaid,  &c. 

in  that  action, 
and  left  a  man 
in  potsession. 
On  the  tame 
day  F.  cze* 
outcd  a  bill  of 
tale  to  W., 
and  a  writ  of 
ft.  fa. ,  in  an 

lg9^  t..  was  Withers,  as  attorney  for  Frith.  Messrs.  Bartholomew  ft 
IhS^iAeriS  for  Randall  acted  as  the  London  agents  of  Withers.  On  the 
oribl^  of  ^^^  ^^  March,  1858,  a  writ  of  fi.  fk  in  that  acUon,  indoscd 
May,  F.  was      to  levy  Z05L  12s.  4dl,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff 

taken  ia  .  »  r 

Middkntx  for  execution.  On  the  1 4th  of  April  in  the  same  year  a  wnt 
of  <«.  ta.  of  summons  was  issued  in  an  action  of  Withers  v.  Frith  and 

imwd  at  the 
wit  of  P., 

aad  ther«ii|N«  P.^  attcmtT,  at  Soathanptc*.  iaiBtJiBtely  wrote  to  reqMst  the  dwnffto  vidn 
draw  fVowi  piMt»e«sioii  lunWr  the  ca.  sa.  The  oCcer  reoeiTcd  the  iKter,  hot  his  man  eootioMd 
ia  poawwoo  of  the  |^>ods  and  did  sot  in  ftwt  withdraw.  Tlie  oSccr  however  told  W.  thtt  ht 
would  lK4d  ^M-  hiwi  ander  his  writ.  A  saxuaoat  to  set  aside  the  writ  of  ca.  sa.,  on  the  gnmA 
that  it  had  he<«  irrrpftUriT  israed,  **ao  retara  to  the  1.  fiu,  aadcr  which  tha  sheriff  now  kVi 
the  defNKlaBt>i  pcx^pefty  harin^^  beea  nade.**  was  takeaoai  oa  theSrdof  Maj.aadoathe4ihF. 
wa*  di*chai|:«d  cat  i>f  ctt»tv>dv.  aad  an  wdn-  was  ssade  hj  eoaseot  that  ~  P.  shoold  be  at  Kboty 
to  Mw^Nd  ^H»  the  «.  Al  uad^  which  the  sheriff  is  ia  possesskm."  Thm  sawwaoiw  was  takca  sit 
aad  the  ciNMiKtt  tv>  th^  vvrder  j^it^ni  hv  R..  the  Loadoa  amrt  of  W.,  who  was  the  attoracr  kt 
V\  ia  the  actkHi  vVT  l\  r.  F.«  apoa  FS  iastiwcticas.  W.  kaew  aothiag  aboat  the  term  of  thi 
«yrder  at  the  tiaiie  is  «as  oftaie.  aad  whea  he  heard  of  It  took  ao  stent  to  iafbrwi  P.  thu  hs 
«^j«<ted  a>  ii,  or  that  it  was  wMie  wnhoas  his  aathoriCT.—AM.-  That  the  sheriff*^  < 
ha\t»|:  <\>atxatt<ed  ia  Actual  y»jiawt«aea  aadcr  P.\  writ,  aad'the  diiectl^a  to  tha  sheriff  to 


diaw  ha\ttv  Wea  <v«atereMaded  he^oca  it  was  aciaallT  okercdL  W.  acqaired  ao  right  is  thi 
l»\xsl*  W'^sx^Tas  a^?»t  l\ 

IVr  ^VJb^^O.  R.  acs!  JUbraV  R.tha:  W.  ««  Wwad  by  the  statevcwt.  -that  theskrif 
was  'Ji  |w«»«f^9.xHk'*  ^veu'.s^  is  the  ccder  asaie  3i  ^  caasa  d  P.  r.  F.,  aad  cooicated  to  hj 
K-  **  ?Ve  I  vttiwMi  s^pKti  x^  W. 

IV  .'^'ic^A^^.  K.a9a««AMr  fee  i^&rmwJL  R. tha:  the  itatcMwt  of  &ct  ia  the  ocdcrvsi 
^^  WsK^iaf  v,^  vr.  a»  ev^ieeve  sfUHt  haaw  at  has  pnvate  casariiT,  of  tha  fict  sttMd  in  it.^ 
'«««9\M«  w<r<y'x  «*«'  V%»  LiMiiMt  Jiprot  having  ocaiwiiia  to  it,  aaa  thsialuit  that  the  adniMOB  £a 
ws^t  «*.N^  tW  «^<M«tvw  ^«<f  h4^  titV  X  the  $««^  «  afa»ie  F. 


Withers 
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judgment  was  signed  for  207 il  IS;.,  and  a  writ  of  (i.  fa.  was 
issued  on  the  following  day,  the  ]  5th.  At  1 1  o*clock  on  the 
same  day  a  bill  of  sale  of  all  his  goods  was  given  to  Withers  9, 

by  Frith.  In  March  two  writs  of  fi.  fa.  against  the  goods 
of  Frith  were  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  Hampshire : 
one  at  the  suit  of  one  Driver,  which  came  to  his  hands  on 
the  8th  of  March ;  the  other,  the  above  mentioned  writ, 
at  the  suit  of  Parken  The  sheriff  had  seized  and  was  in 
possession  of  certain  goods  of  Frith,  which  were  outside 
the  house,  under  the  vrrit  at  the  suit  of  Driver,  and 
on  the  15th  of  April,  about  12  o'clock,  he  seized  the 
goods  of  Frith  inside  the  house,  under  Parker's  writ  On 
Saturday  the  1st  of  May  Frith  was  arrested  in  Middlesex 
under  a  ca.  sa.  at  the  suit  of  Parker,  but  at  this  time  the 
writ  of  fi.  fa.,  under  which  the  levy  had  been  made,  had  not 
been  returned.  Notice  of  the  arrest  was  given  on  the  same 
day  to  Parker's  attorney  at  Southampton.  On  the  same 
1st  of  May,  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Parker's  attorney,  then 
carrying  on  business  at  Southampton,  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letters  to  Lisle,  the  sheriOTs  officer : — 

**Dear  Sir,  "Southampton,  May  1,  1858, 

"Parker  v.  Frith. — I  have  just  received  a  message 
from  London  that  this  defendant  is  arrested.    You  must 

therefore  withdraw  the  writ  of  fi.  fa. 

"  Yours  truly, 
«  Mr.  Lble."  u  r.  s.  Pearce." 

"Dear  Sir,  "  Southampton,  May  1,  1868. 

"  Re  Frith. — The  man  in  possession  under  the  war- 
rant must  be  withdrawn  to-night  Let  it  be  done  immedi- 
ately. I  wrote  you  a  note  at  one  o'clock  and  sent  to  several 
parts  of  the  town,  hoping  to  have  seen  you  ere  this. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"Mr.  Lisle."  " R.  S.  Pearce." 

Goddard,  Lisle's  assistant,  continued  in  possession  and 

M  M   2 


Parker. 
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1859.        did  ^^^  >i^  f^t  withdraw.     On  the  3nl  of  Maj  Lisletold 
^^     '       Withers  that  he  would  hold  for  him  under  his  writ  of  execu- 

WlTUBRB 

V-  tion.      On  the  same  day  Messrs.  Bartholomew  &  Randall, 

as  the  London  agents  of  Withers,  took  out  a  summons,  in 
the  action  of  Parker  v.  Frithy  for  Frith*8  discbarge  from 
custody,  on  the  ground  that  the  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued 
against  him  had  been  irregularly  issued,  ^'no  return  to  the 
writ  of  fi.  fa.,  under  which  the  sheriff  of  Hants  now  holds 
possession  of  the  defendant's  property,  having  been  made.* 
On  the  4th  of  May,  being  the  day  on  which  the  summons 
was  returnable.  Frith  was  dischaiiged  out  of  custody,  and  tbe 
following  order  was  made  by  Martin,  B.,  at  Chambers:^ 

^Parker, executrix, ftc.*^    Upon  hearing  the  attorneys  or 
t;.  S  agents  on  behalf  of  the   plaintiff 

Frith.  J  and  defendant :  by  consent,  I  do 

order  that  upon  payment  of  305/.  12s.  4iL  the  debt  and 
costs  due  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  for  which  this 
action  is  brought,  together  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate 
of  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1858,  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next,  no  writ  of  ca.  sa.  be 
issued  against  the  defendant,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
plaintiff  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  on  the  fi.  fiu  already 
issued,  and  under  which  the  sheriff  of  Hants  is  in  posses- 
sion," &c. 

The  summons  was  taken  out  and  the  consent  to  the 
order  given  for  Frith  s  dischai^  by  Messrs.  Bartholomew 
&  Randall,  upon  Frith's  instructions  to  them  personally 
given,  and  without  any  special  authority  from,  and  without 
the  actual  knowledge  of  Withers. 

The  following  correspondence  took  place  between  the 

plaintiff  Withers,  and  Messrs.  Bartholomew  &  Randall  io 

reference  to  such  order : — 

«  Gray's  Inn,  4th  May,  1858. 
"Dear  Sirs, 

"  Frith  ats.  Parker.— The  plaintiff's  attorneys  con- 
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sented  to  the  summons  to  discharge  the  dciendaDt.     They        1859. 
are  to  remaiD  in  possession  nnder  their  fi.  fa.,  and  are     ^^TT""^^ 

f  WlTUIRfl 

retftrictcd  from  issuing  another  ca.  sa.  for  two  months.  v- 

Pjleker, 

•*  Messrs.  Withers  &  Randall,  "  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Southampton."  "  Bartholomew  &  Randall.'' 

**  Southampton,  5th  May. 
«<  Dear  Randall, 

**  You  will  have  had  my  letter  by  the  day  mail :  of 
course  it  was  not  intended  that  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
ofiker  I  should  be  postponed,  &c 

**  Mr.  Harfield,  who  acts  for  me,  claims  for  me  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff's  auctioneer,  and  has 
given  notices.  I  do  not  understand  how  a  consent  could 
have  been  given  to  prejudice  me  as  an  execution  creditor, 
as  it  would  do  if  they  were  to  repossess,  &c. 

*•  Yours  truly, 
••  E.  B.  RandaU,  Esq."  «  F.  R.  Withers." 

Parker  had  no  notice  of  this  correspondence,  nor  did 
Withers  inform  her  that  the  order  was  incorrect,  or  that  he 
objected  to  it,  or  that  it  was  made  or  agreed  to  without  his 
authority.  The  goods  so  seized  were  afterwards  claimed  by 
Withers  under  his  bill  of  sale. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  learned  Judge  a  verdict  was 
entered  for  the  defendant,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  plain- 
tiff to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him,  the  Court  to  have 
power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact. 

Collier  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly, 

Montague  Smith  and  H.  Bullar  now  shewed  cause. — 
Withers  claims  under  a  bill  of  sale  executed  before  the 
seizure,  but  after  the  delivery  of  Parker's  writ  to  the 
sheriff.  The  property  was  bound  by  the  delivery  of  the 
writ  to  be  executed  on  the  23rd  of  March.     The  title 
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of  Parker  is  Dot  affected  by  the  Mercantile  Law  Amend- 
ment  Act,  1856  (19  &  20  Vict  c  97,  8. 1),  becaiue  Withen 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  bill  of  sale  was  acting 
as  attorney  for  Frith,  the  execution  debtor,  and  had  notice 
that  the  writ  was  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  to  be  executed. 
The  question  arises  on  the  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  a.  16,  and  it 
will  be  contended  on  the  other  side  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
execution  of  the  writ  was  countermanded,  it  was  no  longer 
in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  to  he  executed.     But  the  sheriflHi 
officer  was  actually  in  possession  under  the  warrant  in  tbe 
action  of  Parker  v.  Frith.     In  Hunt  ▼•  Hooper  (a)  the  writ 
was  never  in  the  sheriff's  hands  to  be  executed.     Here  the 
sheriff's  officer  never  actually  withdrew  from  possession. 
The  clerk  of  a  plaintiff's  attorney  has  no  authority,  witboat 
s|)ecial  instructions,  to  withdraw  an  execution.     So  fitf  tf 
the  letters  of  the  attorney's  clerk  were  an  authority  to  with- 
draw they  were  never  acted  upon,  but  were  superseded  bj 
an  order  of  the  Court,  made  by  the  consent  of  all  pardes 
on  setting  aside  the  writ  of  ca.  sa.     \^BrannoeU,  B.— The 
officer  acted  for  the  execution  creditor,  who  ratified  his  act 
in  remaining  in  possession.]  The  bargain  bound  all  partieii 
On  the  other  side  it  will  be  said  that  Messrs.  Bartholoinev 
and  Randall  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  the  ammge- 
ment  so  as  to  affect  the  interest  of  Withers  in  hb  individul 
capacity  or  bind  him  personally.    But  a  London  agent  ndH 
for  all  purposes  for  the  attorney  in  the  country.     [iforiMi 
B. — It  is  difficult  to  see  why  Withers  should  not  be  bound 
by  an  order  consented  to  by  his  own  London  agent] 

Cottier  and  fV,  M.  Cooke,  in  support  of  the  rule.— h 
Hunt  V.  Hooper  (a)  the  writ  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff  to 
be  executed  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  on  the  2nd  of  JoM 
the  direction  to  execute  it  was  countermanded.     Here  the 

(a)  12  M.  &  W.  664. 
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ezecQtion  creditor  directed  the  sheriff's  officer  to  withdraw. 
The  officer  assented  to  hold  for  Withers.  If  he  had  exe- 
cuted Parker's  writ  on  the  day  after  the  countermand  he 
would  have  been  a  trespasser.  [Bramwett,  B. — Parke,  B., 
in  Sunt  v.  Hooper  (a),  puts  the  case  in  the  same  way 
that  you  do.]  Parker's  writ,  not  being  at  that  time  in  the 
sheriff's  hands  to  be  executed,  the  other  writs  in  his  hands 
became  entitled  to  priority.  Assuming  that  the  sheriff 
disobeyed  the  instructions  of  Parker's  attorney  and  did  not 
in  &ct  withdraw  from  possession,  his  disobedience  cannot 
affect  the  rights  of  third  parties.  Therefore  the  withdrawal, 
such  as  it  was,  had  an  effect  The  order  which  was  made 
subsequently  does  not  interfere  with  the  effect  of  that 
withdrawal  Taking  Frith  under  the  ca.  sa.  was  an  aban- 
donment of  the  fi.  fa.  [BramioeU,  B. — Viewed  intrinsi- 
cally, the  order  was  not  binding  against  Withers.  Then, 
how  can  it  be  evidence  agunst  him  when  he  knew  nothing 
about  it?  Withers  was  bound  by  his  agent  having  con- 
sented to  that  order  so  far  as  it  operated  in  the  cause  in 
which  it  was  made.]  The  order  not  being  binding  against 
Withers,  and  the  writ  having  been  withdrawn,  his  bill  of 
sale  takes  precedence  of  Parker's  writ 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule  to 
set  aside  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  and  to  enter  the 
▼erdict  for  the  plaintiff  must  be  discharged.  The  sheriff's 
officer  was  at  one  time  in  possession  on  behalf  of  Parker 
under  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  in  Parker  v.  Frith,  At  that  time 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Withers  could  not  have  main- 
tained the  present  claim.  A  writ  of  ca.  sa.  was  issued 
against  Frith,  which  turned  out  to  be  irregular  and  was  set 
aside.  Now  the  natural  and  proper  consequence  which 
one  would  expect  under  such  circumstances,  unless  some 

(a)  12  M.  &  W.  672. 
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1859.  1^6^  rights  had  intervened,  would  be  that  the  writ  being 
bad  and  having  been  set  aside,  it  would  have  no  more 
effect  than  if  it  had  never  existed ;  in  which  case  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  plaintiff  Withers  could  not  have  succeeded, 
and  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  in  this  action  would  have 
been  quite  right.  But  it  is  said  that  the  officer  who  held 
under  the  fi.  fa.  for  Parker  went  out  of  possession.  The 
officer  said  he  did  not  In  fact  nothing  was  done.  There 
was  no  outward  and  visible  sign  of  his  going  out ;  Parker 
W2IS  restored  back  to  her  former  position,  or,  rather, 
never  lost  the  possession  which  she  had;  since  the  writ  ct 
C&  sa.,  which  was  supposed  to  have  affected  her  right  ct 
possession,  was  set  aside.  On  that  ground  alone  it  appetn 
to  mc  that  the  present  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

It  is  however  of  some  importance  to  consider  what  is  the 
effect  of  a  rule  made  in  a  cause  by  the  consent  of  the 
agent  of  an  attorney  professing  to  act  for  the  attorney.  I 
think  that  if  such  a  rule  be  made  which  affects  the  interest 
of  the  attorney,  he  ought,  if  he  objects  to  it,  instandy  to 
make  an  application  to  get  it  altered  so  that  it  may  not  pre- 
judice him.  To  say  he  is  not  a  party  but  only  the  attorney, 
and  therefore  he  cannot  be  bound  by  it,  nor  can  it  operate 
against  him,  appears  to  me  to  assume  the  whole  matter. 
An  order  is  made  with  the  consent  of  the  agent  professing 
to  act  for  the  attorney  in  the  cause,  a  part  of  which  order 
is  a  statement  and  an  admission  that  the  officer  was  actuaDy 
then  in  [)ossession.  I  think  that  is  a  matter  which  the  attor- 
ney cannot  gainsay  for  his  own  personal  benefit.  If  he  knew 
of  it,  and  consented  to  the  order  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
a  benefit,  it  would  be  a  fraud.  Here  there  was  no  fraud; 
but  I  think  that  if  the  attorney  in  a  suit  consents  to  an 
order,  it  is  of  considerable  importance  that  we  should  not 
allow  a  distinction  to  be  made  between  his  assent  and  the 
assent  of  his  agent.     It  might  lead  to  very  inconvenient 
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consequences  if  we  did  not  consider,  for  the  purposes  of  a        1859. 
suit,  the  attorney  and  the  agent  identically  the  same  person.      withIrs 


Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  present 
plaintiff,  Withers,  was  the  attorney  for  one  Frith  in  an 
action  brought  against  him  by  Parker.  On  the  23rd  of 
March,  Parker  having  recovered  judgment  against  Frith, 
a  warrant  upon  a  fi.  fa.  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff's  officer, 
under  which  he  afterwards  put  his  man,  one  Goddard,  in 
possession.  On  the  loth  of  April  a  bill  of  sale  was  exe- 
cuted and  judgment  was  obtained,  and  a  writ  of  execution 
issued  at  the  suit  of  Withers  against  Frith.  About  the  1st 
of  May  Frith  was  arrested  under  a  ca.  sa.  at  the  suit  of 
Parker,  which  was  irregular  because  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  had 
not  been  returned ;  and  accordingly  one  Pearce,  the  clerk 
of  Parker's  attorney,  wrote  a  letter  to  Lisle,  the  sheriOTs 
officer:  '^I  have  just  received  a  message  from  London  that 
the  defendant  is  arrested;  you  must  therefore  withdraw 
the  writ  of  fi.  fa."  This  letter  did  not  reach  Lisle  in  the 
morning,  and  at  5  o  clock  in  the  afternoon  the  clerk  wrote 
again :  **  The  man  in  possession  under  our  warrant  must 
be  withdrawn  to-night.  Let  it  be  done  immediately." 
Lisle  seems  to  have  received  that  letter  late  on  Saturday 
evening.  He  did  not  withdraw  the  man  that  night.  On 
the  following  Monday  morning  he  went  to  Withers,  and 
he  says  that  Withers  told  him  to  act  upon  his  writ.  Lisle 
swore  positively  that  he  never  withdrew  from  possession 
in  respect  of  Parker's  writ ;  that  he  always  held  under  it 
and  kept  the  man  in  possession  under  it.  It  may  be  that 
he  swore  falsely.  Mr.  Collier  did  not  desire  that  the  ques- 
tion of  Lisle*s  credibility  on  this  point  should  be  put  to  the 
jury.  If  it  had  been,  I  think  that  the  jury  would  have 
believed  the  truth  of  the  story  which  Lisle  told  and  on 
which  he  acted. 


V, 

Pabkbr. 
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The  next  step  is  that,  on  the  3rd  of  May,  Messre.  Bar- 
tbolomew  &  Randall,  the  agents  for  Withers  the  defend- 
ant's attorney  in  the  case  of  Parker  ▼.  Friik^  took  out  a 
summons  to  set  aside  the  ca.  sa.  I  protest  against  any 
distinction  being  drawn  between  the  act  of  a  London 
agent  and  the  act  of  the  country  attorney.  The  effect  is 
precisely  the  same  as  if  Withers  had  taken  out  the  summoos 
himself.  The  summons  was  to  shew  cause  why  the  de- 
fendant should  not  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody  of  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex  as  to  this  action,  on  the  ground  that 
the  ca.  sa.  on  which  he  had  been  arrested  had  been  irre- 
gularly issued,  <^  no  return  to  the  writ  of  fi.  &.  under  which 
the  sheriff'  now  holds  possession  of  the  defendant's  property 
having  been  made."  So  that  upon  the  3rd  of  May  Witben 
stated  that  the  sheriff  held  poeseanon  of  the  defendant's 
property  under  the  writ  An  order  was  afterwards  drawn 
up  by  consent,  and  part  of  the  order  is  that  Parker  ^is  to 
be  at  liberty  to  proceed  on  the  fi.  fiu  under  which  the  sheriff 
is  in  possession.*  Yet  it  is  now  said  that  the  sheriff  was  not 
in  possession,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  reason  of  the  sup- 
posed withdrawal,  must  be  treated  as  having  been  out  of 
possession.  The  sheriflTs  officer  swore  he  never  did  go 
out ;  and  the  order  consented  to  by  Withers  confirms  what 
he  said. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  though  not 
without  some  doubt.  I  do  not  found  my  judgment  upon 
the  order:  I  think  the  order,  and  the  terms  of  it,  ought  to 
have  no  bearing  on  the  question.  In  my  opinion  an  order 
consented  to  by  a  London  agent  ought  to  be  considered  as 
valid  as  though  consented  to  by  the  attorney  who  is  to  be 
Umnd  by  it.  Therefore  this  order  would  as  effectually  bind 
the  i^arties  between  whom  it  was  made  as  though  Withers 
himself  hail  consented  to  it     But  Withers  is  no  party  to 
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the  order,  and  is  therefore  not  bound  by  its  intrinsic  effect. 
The  distinction  I  desire  to  make  is. — that  if  Withers  him-      ^ 

Withers 

self  had  donsented  to  the  order  for  his  client,  sajing, ''  My  o. 

client  insists  on  my  consenting  to  the  order  in  terms,  but  I 
do  not  admit  the  statement  in  the  order  to  be  true,"  he 
would  not  have  been  bound  by  it  If  be  consented  without 
making  such  a  stipulation,  it  would  be  a  very  dishonest  act 
to  turn  round  and  say,  '^  It  is  true  I  consented  as  attorney ; 
as  attorney  I  am  bound :  but  I  am  Withers,  and  as  Withers 
I  deny  the  statement:"  and  I  should  have  said  that  his  denial 
ought  not  to  be  listened  to.  Here  the  order  was  consented 
to  by  his  agent,  and  therefore  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  consequences  which  would  follow  fix>m  his  personal 
assent,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  his  honour  and  character. 
Suppose  he  had  been  ill  and  his  clerk  had  consented 
to  an  order  containing  a  statement  that  '*  the  goods  were 
sold:"  Withers  might  well  say,  ''I  am  very  sorry  for 
this;  my  clerk  has  agreed  to  a  statement  in  the  order 
which,  if  I  had  been  there,  I  never  should  have  consented 
to :  it  was  untrue."  That  is  the  dbtinction  I  am  endea- 
vouring to  draw.  The  order  is  as  binding  in  the  cause  for 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  made  as  if  Withers  had  per- 
sonally consented  to  it ;  but  the  statement  of  facts  ought 
to  be  binding  on  him  in  his  private  capacity  only  so  far  as 
he  could  be  shewn  to  be  personally  responsible  for  it ;  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  that  in  this  case  the  order  ought  to 
have  any  effect  upon  his  rights.  I  quite  concur  with  my 
brother  Martin  that  nothing  could  be  more  disastrous  than 
that  an  order  consented  to  by  a  London  agent  should  be 
less  binding,  or  different  in  its  effect  from  one  consented  to 
by  the  country  attorney. 

The  ground  upon  which  my  judgment  proceeds  is  this. 
Mr.  Collier  says  there  was  a  time,  after  the  bill  of  sale  was 
given,  when  the  writ  was  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  the 
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sheriff  to  be  executed, — when  the  sheriff,  though  in  posses- 
sion under  it,  was  a  trespasser.  But,  notwithstanding  the 
countermand,  the  officer  persisted  in  continuing  in  posses- 
sion. The  facts  are — that  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff  to  be  executed;  he  seizes;  and 
is  afterwards  told  to  withdraw,  but  does  not  do  so,  and 
continues  in  possession  under  the  authority  of  the  writ, 
and  the  person  who  originally  put  the  writ  into  his  hands 
for  execution  assents  to  it  It  is  a  question  that  has  arisen 
for  the  first  time,  and  I  am  not  clear  about  it;  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  ratification  which  the  execution 
creditor  gave  to  what  is  said  to  have  been  the  unauthorized 
act  of  the  sheriff,  is  equivalent  to  a  withdrawal  of  the 
countermand  and  a  confirmation  of  the  act  of  the  sheriff. 
Suppose,  immediately  after  Lisle  had  got  the  order  to  with* 
draw,  A.  had  gone  to  the  officer  and  said,  ^'I  am  come 
from  Parker,  who  recalls  what  she  said:  continue  in  pos- 
session ;**  and  suppose  A.,  who  brought  the  message,  had 
not  been  authorized  by  Parker  to  do  it,  but  Parker,  upon 
hearing  it,  said,  '^  I  am  very  glad ;  I  will  ratify  all  A.  has 
done  in  my  name,  and  therefore  I  will  make  his  act  mine;"* 
it  seems  to  me,  on  principle,  and  according  to  the  rule  laid 
down  in  Wilson  v.  Tumman  (a),  that  in  such  case  the  un- 
authorized statement  of  A.  might  be  ratified  by  the  execution 
creditor.  Why,  then,  may  not  the  sheriff  say,  **  I  have  got 
your  orders,  but  I  will  not  withdraw.  I  will  continue  to  act 
under  the  writ.'*  And  if  the  execution  creditor  says,  as  in 
the  case  I  put  of  a  countermand  by  A.,  ^'  I  ratify  all  you 
have  donc,^  why  should  not  the  act  of  the  officer  itself 
be  good?  I  can  see  no  reason.  The  officer  not  having 
withdrawn,  as  he  was  ordered  to  do,  but  continuing  in 
possession  in  the  name  of  Parker,  and  Parker  subsequently 
ratifying  his  act,  the  effect  is  to  cancel  the  original  order 

(a)  6  M.  &  G.  236 ;  sec  p.  242. 
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to  withdraw  and  to  make  the  entire  proceeding  by  the 
oflScer  a  proceeding  under  the  authority  of  Parker ;  so  that 
the  writ  was  never  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  not  to  be 
executed,  because  the  order  not  to  execute  was  either 
countermanded  or  annihilated.  That  is  the  ground  upon 
which  I  think  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  verdict 

Channell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  this  rule  ought 
to  be  dischai^ed.  I  come  to  that  conclusion  very  much 
upon  the  grounds  stated  by  my  brother  BramwelL  The  issue 
is  whether  the  goods  were  the  goods  of  Withers  as  against 
the  defendant's  testator.  Now  up  to  the  1st  of  May  the 
sheriff  was  in  possession  of  the  goods  under  Parker's  exe- 
cution. There  was  a  bill  of  sale  to  Withers,  dated  the  14th 
of  April  and  executed  on  the  15lh.  I  assume  that  the 
sheriff  was  constructively  in  possession  under  Withers'  writ 
of  execution.  Now,  the  bill  of  sale  being  executed  on  the 
15th  of  April,  if  nothing  had  occurred  to  alter  the  posi- 
tion of  Parker  the  bill  of  sale  could  not  have  prevailed 
against  Parker*s  execution.  Then,  it  is  said,  on  the  1st 
of  May,  the  clerk  of  Parker's  attorney  wrote  two  letters, 
which  came  to  Lisle,  the  officer  of  the  sheriff;  that  they 
amounted  to  a  direction  to  him  to  withdraw,  and  that 
therefore  the  writ  of  execution  was  at  an  end.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  consider  what  would  have  been  the  effect  if 
Lisle,  or  Goddard  who  was  left  in  possession,  had  actually 
withdrawn,  or  what  would  have  been  the  state  of  things  if 
a  sale  had  taken  place  before  the  4th  of  May,  because  in 
point  of  fact  Lisle  says  he  ''never  did  withdraw."  He 
cannot  be  understood  as  meaning  only  that  he  did  not 
withdraw  from  the  premises,  because  as  he  was  holding 
under  both  writs  there  was  no  doubt  that  he  did  not  in 
fact  withdraw.  The  sheriff  continued  in  possession  with 
the  full  assent  of  Parker,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  what 
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1859. 


Withers 

o. 
Paakbb. 


took  place  amounted  to  a  countermand  by  Parker  of  the 
direction  to  withdraw  before  it  had  been  carried  into  effect 
That  left  the  parties  in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  letters 
of  the  1st  of  May  had  never  been  written  or  received.  I 
regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  attach  the  same  legal  import* 
ance  to  the  order  of  the  4th  of  May  as  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  and  my  brother  Martin  have  done. 

Rule  discharged. 


May  11. 

The  plaintiff, 
who  lived 
more  than 
twenty  miles 
from  the 
defendant, 
sued  the  de- 
fendant for  a 
debt  of  15/., 
for  which  a 
plaint  might 
have  been 
entered  in  a 
County  Court, 
and  was  non- 
suited.   The 
Jodffe  did  not 
certify  that 
the  action  was 
fit  to  be  tried 
in  a  superior 
Court.— -iTeli, 
that  the  de- 
fendant was 
not  entitled 
to  costs  as 
between 
attorney  and 
client  by 
9  &  10  Vict, 
c.  95,  s.  129. 
Semblt,  that 
under  the 
section  in 
Question  the 
J udgo  may 
certify  at  any 
time  after  the 
trial. 


Mason  t^.  Tucker. 

X  HE  writ  in  this  case  was  indorsed  to  ret^ver  the  sam 
of  15iL  alleged  to  be  dtie  to  the  plaintiff  for  commission  in 
procuring  a  transfer  of  a  mortgage  for  the  defendant  The 
declaration  was  for  work  and  labour  and  commission.  The 
defendant  pleaded,  except  as  to  5/.»  never  indebted,  and 
the  Statute  of  Limitations;  and,  as  to  511,  payment  into 
Court.  After  issue  joined,  the  plaintiff  took  out  a  summons 
to  shew  cause  why  the  action  should  not  be  tried  before 
the  sheriff,  which  was  opposed  by  the  defendant ;  and  an 
order  was  made  thereon  by  Martin^  B.,  on  the  29th  of 
October,  that  the  '*  summons  should  be  dismissed,  the 
plaintiff's  costs  to  be  taxed  on  the  higher  scale  fix>m  that 
date  if  he  obtained  a  verdict.'*  The  defendant  resided  at 
Bishop's  Stortford,  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  plain- 
tiff. The  cause  having  been  tried  the  plaintiff  was  non- 
suited. The  Master  taxed  the  defendant  his  costs  on  the 
higher  scale  as  between  attorney  and  client 

Kerr  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  review  the  Master^ 
taxation.— The  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95,  s.  128,  gives  concurrent 
jurisdiction  to  the  superior  Court  and  the  County  Court 
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in  certain  cases,  and  enables  the  party  to  sue  in  either  at 
his  option.  The  129th  section  enacts  ^'that  if  any  action 
shall  be  commenced  after  the  passinir  of  this  Act  in  any  of      _   «^- 

TUOKBB. 

her  Majesty's  superior  Courts  of  record  for  any  cause,  other 
than  those  lastly  hereinbefore  specified,  for  which  a  plaint 
might  have  been  entered*  in  any  Court  holden  under  this 
Act,  *  *  •  and  if  a  verdict  shall  not  be  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  the  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  his  costs  as  be- 
tween attorney  and  client,  unless  the  Judge  who  shall  try  the 
cause  shall  certify  on  the  back  of  the  record  that  the  action 
was  fit  to  be  brought  in  such  superior  Court*'  The  causes 
''lastly  hereinbefore  specified"  are  the  causes  of  action 
mentioned  in  the  128th  section. 

Hawkins  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance. — The  causes 
of  action  mentioned  in  the  128th  section  and  referred  to 
in  the  129th  as  'Mastly  hereinbefore  specified,"  are  causes 
of  action  not  arising  wholly  or  in  some  material  point 
within  the  jurisdiction  within  which  the  defendant  dwells 
or  carries  on  his  business,  or  where  any  oflScer  of  the 
County  Court  is  a  party.  The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  dwells 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  defendant  forms  no  part 
of  the  **  cause  of  action."  The  effect  of  the  enactment  is 
that  in  cases  where  the  plaintiff  might  have  sued  in  the 
County  Court,  and  the  action  is  brought  in  the  superior 
Court,  if  the  plaintiff  does  not  succeed  he  must  pay  the 
defendant's  costs  as  between  attorney  and  client,  unless  the 
Judge  certifies  on  the  back  of  the  record  that  the  action 
was  fit  to  be  brought  in  the  superior  Court. 

PoLiX)CK,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule  to 
review  the  taxation  must  be  made  absolute.  It  is  quite 
impossible  to  suppose  that,  while  the  128th  section  gives  to 
the  plaintiff  the  right  to  sue  in  the  superior  Court,  the 
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legislature,  by  the  129th  section,  intended  to  subject  him 
to  costs  as  between  attorney  and  client  if  he  exercised  that 
right 

Martin,  B. — The  language  of  the  129th  section  is  evi- 
dently meant  to  exclude  the  case  where  the  parties  dwell 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  each  other.  The  action  was 
one  very  proper  to  be  tried  in  a  superior  Court,  and  I 
should  have  been  quite  prepared  to  have  certified  now  if 
it  had  been  necessary. 

Bramwell,  B. — AH  cases  ^Mastly  hereinbefore  specified" 
are  excepted.  That  includes  all  those  mentioned  in  the 
128th  section. 


Watson,  R,  concurred. 


Rule  absolute. 


May  6  &  9. 


Bedford  v.  Bagshaw. 


jDeCLARATION.— That  before  the  committing  of  the 
grievances   the   defendant  and  divers  other  persons  had 


By  the  rules 
of  the  Stock 
Exchange 
for  1853,  the 

committee  will  not  fix  a  settling  day  fur  the  shares  in  a  mining  Company,  or  permit  the 
to  be  inserted  in  the  oflScial  list,  unless  it  has  been  represented  to  them  that  the  subscription  lilt 
is  full,  with  the  exception  of  such  shares  as  are  reserved  for  special  purposes,  and  that  not  lesi 
than  two- thirds  of  the  scrip  have  been  paid  upon.  The  defendant,  one  of  the  directors  of  s 
mining  Company,  formed  to  consist  of  100,000  shares  of  \L  each  fully  paid  up,  having  n 
conjunction  with  others  falsely  and  fraudulently  caused  it  to  be  representea  to  the  committee 
of  the  Stock  Exchange  that  41,711  shares  had  been  allotted,  and  that  40,91  R  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Company*8  bankers,  having  been  paid  upon  the  scrip,  40,000  shares  being  rcserrtd 
as  the  price  to  be  paid  for  certain  land,  and  19,000  for  distribution  in  the  colony,  the  committee 
caused  a  settling  day  to  be  appointed  and  the  shares  to  be  quoted  in  the  official  list.  The 
plaintiff  knowing  the  rule  of  tne  Stock  Exchange  and,  from  seeing  the  shares  quoted,  believing 
that  two-thirds  of  the  scrip  had  been  paid  upon,  bought  on  the  Stock  Exchango  from  thiro 
persons  200  shares  in  that  belief,  ft  was  proved  that  no  more  than  19,183  shares  were 
allotted  and  only  7000  were  ever  paid  upon,  and  that  the  defendant  knew  this  at  the  time  of  tbe 
representation  to  the  Stock  Exchange.  The  shares  turned  out  to  be  valueless. — /?c/<f,  that  sn 
action  was  maintainable  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  for  the  false  and  fraadolent  repre> 
sentation  made  by  him. 


EASTER  TERM^    22    VICT.  539 

associated  themselves  together  as  a  Company  called  *'  The 
Lake  Bathurst  Australian  Gold  Mining  Company/'  esta- 
blished or  alleired  to  be  established  on  the  cost  book  system.     _    »• 

®    ^  .  Bagshaw. 

for  working  certain  deposits  of  allavial  gold  and  the  mines 
of  gold  quartz  alleged  to  have  been  discovered  on  500  acres 
of  freehold  land  purchased  by  the  said  Company  in  Aus- 
tralia; and  the  defendant  and   the  said  other  persons, 
assuming  and  representing  themselves  to  be  the  board  of 
management  of  such  Company,  allotted  and  issued  divers 
large  quantities  of  shares  of  and  in  the  said  Company ;  and 
also  issued,  published  and  circulated,  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  persons  to  take  shares  in  the  said  Company,  a  pro- 
spectus and  advertisement,  in  which  it  was,  amongst  other 
things,  stated  and  represented  that  the  capital  of  the  Com* 
pany  was  100,000/1  in  100,000  paid  up  shares  of  U  each, 
without  any  further  call  or  liability :  that  before  and  at  the 
time  of  issuing  the  prospectus,  and  from  thence  until  this 
suit,  it  was  publicly  known  and  understood,  as  the  defend- 
ant well  knew,  and  as  the  fact  was,  that  the  committee  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  in  London  would  not  appoint  a  set- 
tling day  for  shares  in  any  mining  Company,  or  permit 
the  same  to  be  inserted  in  the  official  list  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, until  it  had  been  represented  to  the  said  committee, 
and  the  said  committee  had  been  induced  to  believe,  that 
the  subscription  list  of  such  Company  was  full,  with  the 
exception  of  such  shares  as  might  be  reserved  for  special 
purposes,  that  not  less  than  two- thirds  of  the  scrip  had 
been  paid  upon  and  were  ready  to  be  issued,  and  that 
there  was  no  impediment  to  the  settlement  of  the  account : 
that  the  defendant  and  the  said  other  persons,  in  order  to 
procure  the  insertion  of  the  shares  of  the  Company  in  the 
official  list  of  the  committee,  and  to  induce  the  committee 
to  appoint  a  settling  day  for  the  said  shares,  and  to  induce 
persons  to  purchase  the  same  in  the  belief  that  their  inser- 
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1859.        tion  in  the  said  list  had  been  procored  by  feir,  honest  and 
^"^^^      proper  means,  after  the  issuing  of  the  said  shares  and  pro- 
<*•  spectusy  and  before  the  making  of  the  purchase  by  the 

plaintiff  hereinafter  mentioned,  falsely  and  fraudulently 
represented  to  the  said  committee  that  40,000  shares  had 
been  and  were  bona  fide  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  purchase  of  the  said  land,  that  1 9,289  shares 
had  been  and  were  bon&  fide  kept  for  circulation  in  the 
said  colony  of  Australia,  or  for  such  other  purposes  as 
might  be  resolved  upon  thereafter,  and  that  the  residue, 
that  is  to  say  40,711  shares,  had  been  paid  upon,  and  for 
all  of  which  scrip  certificates  had  been  issued  or  were  ready 
for  delivery :  and  in  order  to  induce  the  said  committee 
to  believe  the  said  representations,  the  defendant  and  the 
said  other  persons  fisilsely  and  fraudulently  represented  to 
the  said  committee  that  the  produce  of  the  said  41,711 
shares  had  been  received  by  them,  and  was  then  in  the 
hands  of  their  bankers  and  to  the  credit  of  the  defendant 
and  the  said  other  persons  as  directors  of  such  Company; 
and  thereby  the  defendant  and  the  said  other  peisons,  tat 
the  purpose  and  to  the  intent  aforesaid,  induced  the  said 
committee,  and  the  said  committee  were  thereby  induced, 
to  believe  the  said  representations  to  be  true,  and  that 
there  was  no  impediment  to  the  settling  of  the  account; 
and,  influenced  by  and  acting  upon  such  belief^  the  said 
committee  did,  before  the  said  purchase  by  the  plaintiff 
hereinafter  mentioned,  insert  the  shares  of  the  said  Com- 
pany in  the  official  list  of  the  said  committee  and  appont 
a  settling  day  for  shares  in  the  said  Company :  that  after- 
wards, and  before  this  suit,  and  whilst  the  shares  condnued 
to  be  inserted  in  the  official  list,  the  plaintiff,  having  notioe 
of  the  prospectus  and  advertisement,  and  having  seen  the 
shares  quoted  and  inserted  in  the  official  list  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  believing  thereby  that 
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the  same  had  been  admitted  and  inserted  in  such  oflScial        1859. 

list  by  fair,  honest  and  proper  means,  and  that  the  sub-      ^T'^^'"^ 

scription  list  of  the  Company  was  full,  with  the  exception  ff- 

Bagshaw. 

as  aforesaid,  and  that  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  scrip 
of  the  Company  had  been  paid  upon,  and  either  had  been 
issued  or  were  ready  to  be  issued,  and  relying  thereon,  was 
thereby  induced  to  purchase,  and  did  purchase,  in  the 
Stock  Exchange  in  London,  200  shares  in  the  Company 
for  100/.,  and  paid  5L  for  commission  on  such  purchase ; 
and  the  plaintiff  from  the  time  of  such  purchase  has  held, 
and  now  holds,  the  said  shares  so  purchased  by  him  as 
aforesaid,  the  same  being  shares  issued  by  the  defendant 
and  the  said  other  persons  as  aforesaid. — Averments :  that 
the  defendant  at  the  several  times  aforesaid,  by  the  several 
representations  hereinbefore  mentioned,  deceived  and  de- 
frauded the  plaintiff  in  this,  that  at  the  time  of  making  the 
said  representations  to  the  committee  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, or  at  the  time  when  the  shares  of  the  Company 
were  inserted  in  the  official  list  of  the  said  committee,  and 
when  the  plaintiff  saw  the  same  so  inserted,  or  at  any  other 
time,  40,000  shares,  or  any  shares,  had  not  been  bona  fide 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  purchase  of  the 
said  land,  nor  had  the  19,289,  or  any,  shares  been  bon& 
fide  reserved  for  circulation  in  the  said  colony,  nor  had 
the  41,711  shares  or  two-thirds  of  the  said  scrip  been  sub- 
scribed for  or  paid  upon,  nor  were  the  same  issued  or  ready 
for  delivery,  nor  had  the  produce  thereof  been  received 
by,  nor  was  it  in  the  hands  of,  the  said  bankers,  and  the 
said  shares  ought  not  to  have  been  inserted  in  the  official 
list,  all  which  the  defendant  always  well  knew.  By  means 
whereof  &c. — There  was  a  second  count  for  falsely  and 
fraudulently  representing  that  the  Company  was  likely  to 
be  a  safe  and  profitable  undertaking. 

Pleas. — ^First:  Not  guilty.     Second:  That  the  plaintiff 
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1859.        ^^  ^^^  indaced  to  purchase  the  shares  as  alleged.     Third, 
^'^^"^'^-^      to  the  first  count :  Denial  of  whatever  is  therein  alleged  as 

BKDroiJ>  ^  _  i_     o      I. 

V.  to  the  practice  or  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  the  Stock 

Exchange,  and  as  to  the  public  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing thereof,  and  the  knowledge  thereof  bj  the  defendant 
Fifth :  Statute  of  Limitations. 

At  the  trial,  before  Polloek,  C.  B.,  at  the  nttings  in 
London  after  Hilary  Term,  the  plaintiff  proved  that,  hav- 
ing seen  the  shares  of  **  The  Lake  Bathurst  Australian  GoU 
Mining  Company,  in  100,000  shares  of  IL  each,**  quoted 
in  the  printed  Ibt  of  the  Stock  Exchange  and  in  the  news- 
papers, finding  them  low  m  price,  and  knowing  that  a 
\arg^  portion  of  the  capital  must  have  been  paid  up  to 
entitle  them  to  such  quotation,  he  bought  200  shares  for 
lOOiL,  and  paid  5L  for  brokerage.     He  said  that  he  believed 
the  scheme  would  not  be  a  successful  one,  but  having  been 
informed  by  his  brokers  that  two-thirds  of  the  capital  must 
have  been  paid  up,  and  relying  on  the  quotation  in  the 
official  list,  he  felt  satisfied  that  there  would  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  shareholders  15j;  a  share.    It  further  appeared  that 
150  of  these  shares  had  been  issued  to  Messrs.  Harvey  and 
Iron,  the  persons  who  had  contracted  to  sell  to  the  Com- 
pany the  land  mentioned  in  the  declaration  for  20,000 
shares  and  20,000il,  to  be  paid  by  certain  instalments^  when 
the  shares  should  have  been  allotted,  and  20,0002.  should 
have  been  paid  to  the  bankers  of  the  Company ;  and  that 
the  shares  had  been  delivered  to  such  persons  under  an 
agreement  that  they  should  not  send  them  into  the  market 
It  appeared  fix)ra  the  evidence  of  the  secretary  that  the 
defendant  was  present  as  chairman  at  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  on  the  16th  of  March,  1853,  when  the 
secretary  reported  that  19,183  shares  had  been  allotted  to 
applicants,  but  only  6748  had  up  to  that  time  been  actually 
paid  upon ;  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  further  allotment  of 
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14,500  shares  .should  be  made ;  and  as  it  appeared  that 
notwithstanding  sach  extra  issue  the  requirements  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  Committee  on  the  granting  a  settling  day 
would  still  not  be  met,  it  was  resolved  ''that  steps  be  taken 
to  issue  shares  to  the  public  to  the  amount  necessary,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  the  members  of  the  board  undertake 
to  provide  the  funds,  to  be  repaid  by  the  sale  of  the  shares.** 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  on  the  10th  of  April,  at  which 
the  defendant  presided,  it  was  ordered  that  Messrs.  Foster^ 
the  brokers  of  the  Company,  should  apply  to  the  committee 
of  the  Stock  Exchange  for  a  settling  day,  and  that  the 
following  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Stock 
Exchange,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

"April  12. 

''  M.  Slaughter,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Stock  Exchange. 

"  Sir — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  10th,  I  beg  to  forward 
you  the  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  Company. 
That  41,711  shares  have  been  paid  up,  for  all  of  which  scrip 
certificates  have  been  issued  or  are  ready  for  delivery  on  ap- 
plication  at  the  office  as  advertised  in  the  *  Times ;'  that  the 
Company  have  made  a  reservation  of  40,000  shares  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  purchase  of  land  &c,  as  agreed 
on  with  the  vendors,  which  shares  are  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  control  of  the  directors,  to  be  applied  to  that 
purpose  only ;  that  the  residue  of  the  shares,  amounting  to 
19,289,  being  less  than  one-third,  are  kept  for  circulation 
in  the  colony  or  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  resolved 
on  hereafter.  I  beg  also  to  enclose  two  certificates  from 
the  Company's  bankers,  &c.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
constitution  of  the  Company  that  no  deed  is  required. 

*•  Yours  &c, 

«  R.  Poney,  Secretary.** 

The  letter  was  accompanied  by  the  bankers'  certificates. 
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1859.        stating  that  40,91  U  4f.  2d.  stood  to  the. credit  of  the 
J^*'^^^^      directors  of  the  Company  in  their  books* 

v._  _  This  letter  was  in  answer  to  one  written  by  the  aecretarj 

of  the  Stock  Exchange,  as  follows. 

'*  Sir — Application  having  been  made  to  the  committee 
of  the  Stock  Exchange  to  appoint  a  setding  day  in  the 
shares  of  the  Lake  Bathurst  Australian  Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany, I  beg  to  inform  you  that  in  such  cases  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  require  from  the  secretary  of  the  Company  a 
certificate  to  the  effect  following;  viz.  that  the  subscriptioa 
list  is  full,  with  the  exception  of  such  shares  as  may  be 
reserved  for  special  purposes;  that  not  less  than  two-thirds 
of  the  scrip  have  been  paid  upon  and  all  ready  to  be  issued, 
and  that  the  period  publicly  advertised  for  signing  the 
deeds  has  expired*     In  addition  to  this  certificate  the  com- 
mittee require  that  the  Company's  bankers  shall  acknow- 
ledge to  have  received  funds  equal  in  amount  to  the  deposits 
on  the  two-thirds  scrip  issued.    May  I  therefore  request 
the  favour  of  your  forwarding  such  certificate  and  voucher 
to  this  department,  with  any  information  on  the  subject 
which  you  may  deem  useful  and  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

"  Your's  &c, 

"  R.  Poney,  Esq.  «  M.  Slaughter,  Secy." 

Messrs.  Foster,  the  Company's  brokers,  at  the  same  time 
applied  to  the  Committee  for  General  Purposes  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  to  fix  a  settling  day.  The  letter  of  the 
12  th  of  April  was  considered  unsatisfactory,  and  the  com- 
mittee at  first  declined  to  name  a  settling  day ;  but  evento- 
ally,  after  further  communication  with  Messrs.  Foster,  a 
settling  day  was  appointed.  It  was  admitted  that,  with  the 
exception  of  7000/.,  the  whole  of  the  money  was  withdrawn 
from  the  bankers  within  a  few  days  after  the  12th  of  April, 
and  that  no  more  than  7000  shares  were  ever  paid  upon. 
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The  facts  having  been  discovered  by  the  committee  of  the 
Stock  fixchange  in  December,  1853,  the  name  of  the 
Company  was  erased  from  the  list  and  the  shares  ceased  ». 

to  be  quoted*  It  was  proved  that  the  rules  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  were  as  stated  in  Mr.  Slaughter's  letter.  A 
deposition  of  the  defendant,  sworn  in  the  matter  of  wind- 
ing up  the  Company,  was  put  in,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  given  his  own  check  for  3000/1  to  enable  the  bankers 
to  give  a  certificate  as  to  the  funds  of  the  Company,  to  be 
produced  to  the  Committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange  in  order 
to  obtain  a  settling  day,  and  that  he  got  a  friend  to  lend 
10,000/.  for  the  same  purpose.  The  shares  turned  out  to 
be  valueless. 

On  this  evidence  the  defendant's  counsel  objected  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury :  that  it  appeared 
that  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  April  was  considered  unsatis- 
fiictory  by  the  committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange  and  was 
not  acted  upon,  and  therefore  that  the  defendant  did  not 
make  the  representation  that  induced  the  committee  to 
insert  the  shares  in  the  list:'  that  the  shares  purchased  by 
the  plainti£P  were  issued  in  fraud  of  the  defendant  and  of  the 
Company.  And  lastly,  that  the  representation  not  being 
made  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  himself  was  not  a 
ground  of  action.  The  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the 
learned  Judge,  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  leave  being 
reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for 
him. 

O^Malky,  in  this  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nbi  to  enter 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  evidence  of  such  a  representation  as  would  entitle 
the  plaintiff  to  recover:  that  the  committee  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  did  not  act  on  the  representations  of  the  defend* 
ant :  that  a  representation  made  to  the  committee  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  and  not  to  the  plaintiff,  or  the  public,  is  too 
remote  to  ground  an  action  upon ;  and  that  with  respect  to 
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150  of  the  shares  they  were  issued  in  finaud  of  the  defend- 
^^^^     ant  and  the  Company ;  or  why  the  judgment  should  not  be 
o.  arrested,  on  the  ground  that  the  connection  between  tb 

BaGSHAW.  ^  1.1    A. 

act  complained  of  and  the  act  of  the  plaintiff  by  whidi  tlie 
loss  was  sustained  does  not  sufficiently  appear. 

Bavillf  Holl  and  Tayler  shewed  caose. — Fint,  it  is  aal 
that  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover,  because  Ae 
shares  were  not  quoted  in  the  official  list  in  oonseqoeiMi 
of  the  representation  shewn  to  have  been  authorised  by  lb 
defendant,  but  in  consequence  of  further  commoiucadoni 
made  by  the  brokers  of  the  nature  of  which  there  was  no 
evidence.  But,  unless  the  defendant  had  caused  the  fidie 
representations  to  be  made,  no  settling  day  would  hate 
been  appointed*  There  is  no  proof  that  the  broken 
were  guilty  of  any  fraud  and  nothing  of  the  kind  can  be 
presumed.  Many  cases -shew  that  it  is  not  neceasaiytiQ 
order  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action,  that  the  fidse  repre- 
sentation should  have  been  made  immediately  to  the  pvty 
who  acts  upon  it.  It  is  enough  if  the  false  representation 
is  made  with  the  intent  that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  made 
shall  make  it  public.  Polhill  v.  Walter  (a),  Levy  ▼•  Xos^ 
ridge  {b)  and  Gerhard  v.  Bates  (c)  are  instances  of  the 
application  of  that  principle.  In  PUmore  ▼•  Hood  (d),  the 
defendant,  being  about  to  sell  a  public  house,  fidsely  re- 
presented to  B.,  who  had  agreed  to  purchase  it,  that  tlie 
receipts  were  ISOL  a  month.  B.  having  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  defendant  communicated  this  representation  to  the 
plaintiff,  who  became  the  purchaser  instead  of  B.,  it  was 
held  that  an  action  lay  against  the  defendant  at  the  suit 
of  the  plaintiff.  That  case  closely  resembles  the  present^ 
because  the  defendant  here  by  fraud  induced  the  committee 
of  the  Stock  Exchange  to  make  public  a  representation 

(a)  3  B.  &  Ad.  1 14.  (c)  2  £.  &  B.  476. 

(6)  4  M.  &  W.  337.  (d)  6  Bing.  N.  C.  97. 
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MABTiir,  B. — I  am  of  o^nkxi  that  the  rale  most  be 
dischaiged.  I  think  that  the  case  is  Gonduded,  so  far  as 
we  are  oonoerned,  bv  the  proceedings  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  in  the  case  of  Sejpmomr  ▼.  Bagshaw(by 

Bramwell,  R — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.     The  judg^ 


(a)  Q.  B.  HU.  T.  1859. 

(h)  18  G.B.  903.  This  case  was 
tried  before  Jervii^  G.  J.,  in  Trinitj 
YacatioD,  1855,  when  a  verdict 
was  found  for  the  plaintiff.  A 
bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered 


and  the  case  afterwards  came 
before  the  Exchequer  Chambcri 
and  ultimatelj,  in  June  1858,  the 
judgment  was  affirmed  in  the 
House  of  Lords  without  argu- 
ment. 
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1859.        ment  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  Id  Seynumr  ▼•  BagAam 
^^^^      did  not  pass  iub  silentio.     I  consider  myself  concluded  by  it 
V.  I  entirely  approve  of  the  case  of  Scott  ▼•  Dixan^  but  I  think 

that  thb  case  is  distinguishable  from  it.  It  would  be  a  strong 
thing  to  hold  that  if  a  man  makes  a  verbal  untrue  statement 
to  any  person,  as,  for  instance,  that  the  shares  in  a  particular 
Company  are  a  valuable  security,  if  that  person  buys  and 
recommends  his  friends  to  buy,  that  he  is  to  be  liable  to  any 
one  who  buys  on  the  fitith  of  such  representation.  But  it  is 
not  a  bad  rule  that  a  person  who  makes  a  fraudulent  repre- 
sentation, which  is  intended  to  be  generally  circulated,  shall 
be  liable  to  any  person  injured  by  acting  upon  it  however 
remote  the  consequences  may  be.  If  the  rule  is  wrong  it 
must  be  questioned  in  a  Court,  of  Appeal 

Pollock,  C.  B. — 1  also  think  that  the  rule  must  be  dis- 
charged. There  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury.  The 
defendant  acted  fraudulently,  and  made  representations  to 
the  committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange  with  a  view  to 
induce  persons  to  believe  the  existence  of  a  particular 
state  of  things  as  to  these  shares.  All  persons  buying 
shares  on  the  Stock  Exchange  must  be  considered  as  per- 
sons to  whom  it  was  contemplated  that  the  representation 
would  be  made.  I  am  not  prepared  to  lay  down,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  if  a  person  makes  a  false  representadoo 
every  one  to  whom  it  is  repeated,  and  who  acts  upon  it, 
may  sue  him.  But  it  is  a  different  thing  where  a  director 
of  a  Company  procures  an  artificial  and  false  value  to  be 
given  to  the  shares  in  the  Company  which  he  professes  to 
offer  to  the  public.  Generally,  if  a  false  and  fraudulent 
statement  is  made  with  a  view  to  deceive  the  party  who 
is  injured  by  it,  that  affords  a  ground  of  action.  But  I 
think  that  there  must  always  be  this  evidence  against  the 
person  to  be  charged,  viz.  that  the  plaintiff  was  one  of  the 
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persons  to  whom  he  contemplated  that  the  representation 
should  be  made,  or  a  .person  whom  the  defendant  ought  to 
have  been  aware  he  was  injuring  or  might  injure.  If  a 
director  of  a  Company,  one  of  the  persons  who  puts  the 
shares  forth  into  the  world,  deliberately  adopts  a  scheme  of 
fidsehood  and  fraud,  the  effect  of  which  is  that  parties  buy 
the  shares  in  consequence  of  the  falsehood,  I  should  feel 
no  difficulty  in  saying  that  in  such  case  an  action  is  main- 
tainable. 

Rule  discharged. 
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Cornish  v.  Abington. 


April  29. 


I  JeBT  for  iroods  sold  and  delivered,  work  done  and  If  tny  person, 

^  ^^  by  actual 

materials  provided,  and  on  accounts  stated.  expressions  or 

by  a  coarse 

Pleas  (inter  alia). — Never  indebted  and  payment.  of  conduct,  so 

viri_  •  •   •      J  conducU 

Whereupon  issues  were  jomed.  bimself  that 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin,  B.,  at  the  sittings  in  London  ^i^ablj^^ 
after  last  Michaelmas  Term,  it  appeared  that  in  1856  the  '^^^^J^^^  ^ 
plaintiff,  a  lithographic  printer,  took  into  his  employment  m  agreement 
one  Gover  to  superintend  the  printing  and  take  orders  for  and  acts  upon 

*^  *  cp  g^jgji  inference, 

printing,  at  a  salary  of  3Ss.  a  week.    The  defendant  was  a  whether  the 

former  intends 
that  he  should 
do  so  or  not,  the  partv  using  that  language,  or  who  has  so  conducted  himself,  cannot  afterwards 
ninsav  the  reasonable  inference  to  be  drawn  from  his  words  or  conduct 


Maps  and  other  goods  were  supplied 
to  the  defendant  from  the  plaintiff's  premises,  some  of  them  accompani^  by  delirery  notes 
requesting  the  defendant  to  receive  the  goods  from  the  plaintiff.  Receipts  to  the  same  effect 
were  signed  br  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  made  out  an  account  amounting  to  108/.,  charg- 
ing the  defendant,  and  handed  it  to  G.,  who  shewed  it  to  the  defendant.  The  defendant 
accepted  bills  for  a  part  of  the  amount  of  this  account  and  ^ave  the  balance  in  cash  to  G.,  who 
handed  the  cash  and  bills  to  the  plaintiff.  Other  goods  bemg  supplied,  the  plaintiff  sent  the 
inToioe  of  them  to  the  defendant  charging  him  with  the  price.  The  defendant  applied  to  G. 
tor  an  explanation,  and,  on  being  told  by  G.  that  it  was  a  mistake,  took  no  steps  to  mform  the 
plaintiff.  The  jury  found  that  the  defendant  did  not  authorise  G.  to  use  his  name  in  ordering 
the  goods ;  but  that  from  the  manner  in  which  the  defendant  had  acted  the  plaintiff  belieTed 
that  be  was  selling  the  goods  to  the  defendant.*if«^,  that  the  defendant  was  liable  to  the 
pUmtiff  for  the  pnoe  of  the  goods. 
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1859.        publisher.     The  plaintiff  stated  that  the  first  order  on  the 

^'"~^      defendant's  account  came  from  Gro?er*  In  September,  1857, 

V-  the  plaintiff  made  out  an  account  aininst  the  defendant, 

Abivotov.       i_      .         . 

charging  him  with  lOSL  for  printing  maps,  and  gave  it  to 

Gover,  who  handed  the  account  to  the  defendant.     Gorer 

brought  the  plaintiff  two  bills,  one  for  30il  and  the  other 

for  40/1,  and  the  balance  in  cash.   The  bills  when  produced 

appeared  to  be  drawn  by  the  plaintiff  and  accepted  by  the 

defendant :  they  were  duly  paid  at  maturity.     Afterwards 

some  more  printing  was  done  by  the  plaintiff,  who  abo 

supplied  the  paper.     Some  of  the  goods  were  accompanied 

by  delivery  notes,  as  follows: — 

"  Mr.  Abington, 

<<  Please  to  receive  50  *  Coloured  Panoramic  View,' 

300  *  Panoramic  View.* 

<<From        William  ComisL* 

Corresponding  receipts  were  signed  by  the  defendant 
In  other  instances  the  delivery  notes  were  from  Gorer. 
The  plaintiff  said  that  he  did  not  supply  the  goods  on  the 
credit  of  Gover.   Gover  left  the  plaintiff  *s  service  in  March 
1858.    About  two  months  afterwards  the  plaintiff  called  on 
the  defendant  to  ask  him  when  it  would  be  convenient 
to  settle  hb  paper  account     The  defendant  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  it.  The  plaintiff  asked  if  he  had  not  receifed 
the  paper  and  the  account     The  defendant  sud  he  hid 
had  no  transactions  with  the  plaintiff:  he  owed  the  money 
to  Gover.    He  admitted  that  he  had  received  the  invoice  of 
the  paper,  which  amounted  to  297.,  and  produced  it    This 
invoice  charged  the  defendant  as  debtor  to  the  plaintiff 
The  plaintiff  said,  '*  I  have  received  large  sums  of  moo^J 
from  you.**    The  defendant  said,  ''I  have  received  Urge 
sums  of  money  for  Gover,  and  handed  the  money  to  him." 
Gover  being  re-called  stated,  that  as  the  plaintiff  would  not 
allow  him  to  publish  himself,  he  told  the  defendant  be  was 
about  to  publish  a  Map  of  India,  and  that  as  the  plaiotiff 


Abington. 
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would  not  allow  him  to  have  it  printed  at  his  office  it  must 

be  entered  in  the  defendant's  name,  to  which  the  defendant 

Cornish 

said  he  had  no  objection,  and  he  accordingly  took  the  order.      ^     f- 
Gover  also  said  that  he  used  to  supply  paper  to  the  defend- 
ant and   to  produce  to  the  defendant  receipts   from  the 
plaintiff,  shewing  that  he  was  paying  ready  money. 

The  defendant  stated,  that  in  1856  and  1857  Gover  had 
applied  to  him  to  publish  various  works  and  maps  for  him- 
self, which  the  defendant  agreed  to  on  receiving  the  usual 
commission,  and  that  he  had  paid  over  to  Gover  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  only  deducting  the  commission.  That 
on  receiving  the  invoice  for  the  paper  in  January  1858,  he 
asked  Gover  for  an  explanation;  Gover  said:  **That  fool 
Cornish  has  been  making  out  invoices  himself  and  has 
charged  you  instead  of  me.  I  will  see  him  on  the  subject : 
he  wilUit  once  see  that  it  is  an  error,  and  you  will  hear  no 
more  about  it"  The  defendant  said  that  he  was  satisfied 
with  this  explanation,  and  he  heard  no  more  about  it  till 
the  interview  with  the  plaintiff  above  mentioned.  The 
defendant  said  that  Gover  had  no  authority  to  pledge  his 
credit  to  the  plaintiff.  It  was  not  disputed  that  as  between 
Gover  and  the  defendant  the  account  was  settled. 

The  learned  Judge  suggested  that  a  count  in  trover 
should  be  added.  The  defendant's  counsel  submitted  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of  a  conversion.  The  learned  Judge 
asked  the  jury ;  first,  did  the  defendant  authorize  Gover  to 
use  his  name  in  ordering  the  work  to  be  done  ?  The  jury 
answered  this  question  in  the  negative.  Secondly:  was 
the  manner  in  which  the  defendant  signed  the  receipts 
Boch  as  to  induce  the  plaintiff  to  think  that  he  was  buying 
the  goods  on  his  own  account  ?  The  jury  found  that  it 
was.  Upon  which  the  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict 
to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to  the  de- 
fendant to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him. 


COBNIBH 
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1869.  Sheey  Seijt,  in  Hilary  Tenn  (Jan.  12),  obtained  a  nde 

to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that 
».  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  the  plaintiflTs  daim,  either 

AbINGTOV.  ,,  1  J    J  u     *u 

on  the  record  as  it  originally  stood,  or  as  amended  by  tne 
Judge  at  the  trial ;  that  the  Judge  had  no  power  to  add 
the  count  in  trover,  or  that  such  power  should  not  hafe 
been  exercised.  Or,  if  the  Court  should  think  that  the 
count  in  trover  was  properly  added,  why  the  plaintiff  should 
not  pay  to  the  defendant  such  costs  as  the  Court  should 
think  fit. 

Prentice  now  shewed  cause. — If  Gover  obtained  the 
goods  fi-om  the  plaintiff  by  false  pretences  the  property  in 
them  remains  in  the  plaintiff,  and  he  is  entitled  to  recover 
in  trover.  But  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  verdict  on  the 
declaration  as  it  stood  originally.  Gover  was  a  fordpvi  in 
the  employment  of  the  plaintiff  The  evidence  shews  that 
the  defendant  knew  who  he  was.  Gover  entered  orders  in 
the  order  book  which  purport  to  be  on  account  of  the  de- 
fendant The  defendant  received  the  goods,  and  so  con- 
ducted himself  as  to  induce  the  plaintiff  to  believe  that  he 
was  buying  the  goods  on  his  own  account  The  case  fidls 
within  the  principle  laid  down  in  Pickard  v.  Sears  (a)  and 
Gregg  v.  Welh  {b\  that  "where  one  by  his  words  or  con- 
duct wilfidfy  causes  another  to  believe  in  the  existence  of 
a  certain  state  of  things,  and  induces  him  to  act  on  that 
belief  so  as  to  alter  his  own  previous  position,  the  former  is 
concluded  from  averring  against  the  latter  the  existence  of 
a  different  state  of  things  as  existing  at  the  same  time.** 
IBramtcelly  B. — I  am  not  sure  that  "  wilfully,**  in  the  role 
referred  to,  means  anything  more  than  *•  voluntarily."]    To 

(a)  6  A.  &  £.  469. 

(6)  10  A.  &  E.  90.    See  also  Clarke  v.  Hartj  7  H.  L.  688. 
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say  the  least,  the  defendant  acted  very  negligently,  if  not        1859. 
improperly.     In  Freeman  v.  Coohe  {a)  Parke,  B.,  in  deli-      coehish 
vering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  pointed  out  that  "  if,  9- 

whatever  a  man's  real  meaning  may  be,  he  so  conducts 
himself  that  a  reasonable  man  would  take  the  representation 
to  be  true,  and  believe  that  it  was  meant  that  he  should  act 
upon  it,  and  did  act  upon  it  as  true,  the  party  making  the 
representation  would  be  equally  precluded  from  contesting 
its  truth ;  and  conduct  by  negligence  or  omission,  where 
there  is  a  duty  cast  upon  a  person  by  usage  of  trade  or 
otherwise  to  disclose  the  truth,  may  often  have  the  same 
effect"  [PoDockf  C.  B. — Here  the  sending  of  the  invoice 
charging  the  defendant  says  distinctly,  **  Sir,  I  am  furnish- 
ing these  goods  on  your  account"]  In  Kinffsfard  v. 
Merry  (b)  the  delivery  order  was  obtained  by  firand. 
\_Bramoell,  B. — That  case  was  not  put  by  the  defendant's 
coontel  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintifis  had  in  truth  licensed 
the  conduct  of  the  defendant] — The  count  in  trover  was 
properly  added.  [Martin,  B. — The  question  is,  whether  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  trial.  He 
gets  the  benefit  of  a  fresh  action  in  tort]  Assuming  that 
trover  is  maintainable,  the  plaintiff  is  at  liberty  to  waive 
the  tort  and  sue  for  goods  sold  and  delivered :  Faster  v. 
Stewart  (c),  Smith  v.  Hodson  {d), 

J.  J.  Powell  (with  whom  was  Lush),  in  support  of  the 
rule. — First,  suppose  Gover  was  the  plaintiff's  agent  The 
plaintiff  has  been  paid :  he  received  the  bills  of  exchange 
through  Grover,  which  shews  that  Gover  was  the  authorized 
i^nt  of  the  plaintiff  to  receive  payments.  The  plea  of 
payment  was  therefore  proved,  because  it  was  shewn  that, 

(a)  2  Exch.  654.  ((Q  4  T.  R.  21 1 ;   and  see  2 

(h)  1  H.  &  N.  503.  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  p.  100. 

(c)  3  M.  &  Sel.  191. 
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1859.  AS  between  Gover  and  the  defendant,  the  account  was 
^J^  settled.  [Martifiy  B. — To  sustain  the  plea  of  payment, 
^     <"•  a  payment    to  Gover  as  agent  of  the  plaintiflp  must  be 

shewn.]  Secondly,  suppose  that  Gover  was  dealing  as 
principal.  If  the  plaintiff  chooses  to  come  forward  and  say 
that  he  is  an  agent,  he  must  take  to  the  account  subject  to 
all  rights  against  Gover :  George  v.  Clagett  (a).  \JBTamw^ 
B. — Gover  had  no  right  to  receive  payments  for  the  plain- 
tiff. What  is  there  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff  acted  so  as 
to  hold  out  Gover  as  a  person  having  such  authority?] 
The  defendant  did  not  know  that  Gover  was  not  the  prin- 
cipal {ChanneUy  B.— I  suppose  you  would  say  he  was 
agent  for  all  purposes,  or  agent  for  none ;  if  he  was  agent 
for  all  purposes  the  rules  as  to  undisclosed  principals  apply.] 
The  plaintiff  was  not  induced  to  supply  the  goods  by  the 
signing  of  the  receipts. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — At  the  trial  the  jury  found  that  the 
defendant  so  conducted  himself  as  to  induce  the  plaintiff 
to  believe  that  he  was  dealing  with  the  defendant  There- 
fore the  rule  must  be  discharged.  My  brother  Marim  bad 
some  doubt  whether  any  case  had  gone  to  the  extent  of 
deciding  that  a  party  might  be  liable  where  he  had  no 
intention  of  creating  the  erroneous  impression,  and  gave 
the  plaintiff  liberty  to  amend  by  inserting  a  count  in  trover. 
But  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
recover,  without  having  recourse  to  the  count  in  trover, 
under  the  count  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  The  ground 
of  my  opinion  is  this : — The  jury  having  found  that  the 
defendant,  whether  intentionally  or  not,  led  the  plaintiff  to 
form  an  opinion  that  he  was  dealing  with  the  defendant, 
and  induced  him  to  furnish  goods  to  the  defendant,  the 
defendant  must  pay  him  for  them.     No  exception  is  taken 

(ii)  7  T.  B.  369. 
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to  the  finding  of  the  jury.     lo  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings the  plaintiff  sent  an  invoice  to  the  defendant^  charging 
the  defendant  as  debtor  to  him  for  the  price  of  the  goods.      ^     v. 
The  defendant  called  on  Gover  for  an  explanation.    Gover 
replied,  "  That  fool  Cornish  has  been  making  out  invoices 
himself  and  has  charged  you  instead  of  me."    The  send- 
ing of   the    invoice    was  equivalent  to    notice   that   the 
defendant   was  not  dealing   with    Gover,    but   with   the 
plaintiff.     If,    after  that,   the   defendant  chose   to  accept 
the  explanation  of  Gover,  when  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  satisfied  without  communication  with  the   plaintiff, 
he   must   take   the   consequences.     Lord   Wensleydale^  in 
Freeman  v.   Cooke  (a),  commenting  on  the  earlier  case  of 
Pkhard  v.  Sears  (ft),  pointed  out  a  limitation  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule ;  viz.  that  '^  in  most  cases  to  which  the  doc- 
trine in  Pickard  v.  Sears  is  to  be  applied,  the  representation 
is  such  as  to  amount  to  the  contract  or  licence  of  the  party 
making  it."    No  doubt,  unless  the  representation  amounts 
to  an  agreement  or  licence,  or  is  understood  by  the  party 
to  whom  it  is  made  as  amounting  to  that,  the  rule  would 
not  apply;   but  although   the  case  of  Freeman  v.  Coohe 
limited  the  application  of  the  rule  to  this  extent,  the  Court 
point  out  that  the  word  '*  wilfully,"  in  the  rule  as  laid 
down  in  Pickard  v.  SearSy  means  nothing  more  than  ''  vo- 
luntarily."    Lord   Wsnsleydale,  perceiving   that  the  word 
"  wilfully"  might  be  read  as  opposed  not  merely  to  "  invo- 
luntarily" but   to  '*  unintentionally,"  shewed   that  if  the 
representation  was  made  voluntarily,  though  the  effect  on 
the  mind  of  the  hearer  was  produced  unintentionally,  the 
same  result  would  follow.     If  a  party  uses  language  which, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  and  the  general  sense  in 
which  words  are  understood,  conveys  a  certain  meaning, 

(a)  2  Exch.  654.  (b)  6  A.  &  £.  469. 

VOL.  IV. — K.  8.  CO  EXCH. 
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1859.        be  cannot  afterwards  say  he  is  not  bonnd  if  another,  so 
^Jj^      understanding  it,  has  acted  upon  it.     If  any  person,  by  a 
••  course  of  conduct  or  by  actual  expressions,  so  conducts 

himself  that  another  may  reasonably  infer  the  existence  of 
an  agreement  or  licence,  whether  the  party  intends  that  he 
should  do  so  or  not,  it  has  the  effect  that  the  party  using 
that  language,  or  who  has  so  conducted  himself,  cannot 
afterwards  gainsay  the  reasonable  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  his  words  or  conduct  In  the  present  case  the  plaintiff 
had  distinctly  given  notice  that  he  understood  that  the  de- 
fendant was  dealing  with  him.  The  defendant  gave  no 
answer.     He  ought  to  have  sent  back  the  invoice. 

Bramwell,  B. — The  question  is  whether  the  verdict  was 
satisfactory.  I  think  it  was  quite  right  It  is  a  strong  fact 
that  the  plaintiff  for  a  long  time  supposed  himself  to  be 
dealing  with  the  defendant.  When  this  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  defendant  he  was  content  to  take  the  word 
of  the  servant  who  was  defrauding  his  master.  Taking  the 
finding  of  the  jury,  that  the  plaintiff  supposed  that  he  was 
dealing  with  the  defendant,  and  that  the  defendant's  con- 
duct was  such  as  reasonably  to  induce  that  belief  then 
the  rule  referred  to  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  applies. 
The  rule  is,  that  if  a  man  so  conducts  himself,  whether 
intentionally  or  not,  that  a  reasonable  person  would  infer  that 
a  certain  state  of  things  exists  and  acts  on  that  inference,  be 
shall  be  afterwards  estopped  ft^m  denying  it  That  being  so, 
there  was  a  prima  facie  case  against  the  defendant  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  Mr.  Powell  that  the  estoppel  applies 
to  the  entire  transaction.  But  the  case  is  not  in  the  dilemma 
presented  by  him,  that  Gover  had  either  a  general  authority 
or  none  at  alL  He  may  have  had  a  partial  authority.  Mr. 
Powell  says  that  he  had  received  both  bills  and  money  for 
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the  plaintiff  in  settlement  of  the  former  account.  Now,  if 
the  defendant  had  handed  the  price  of  the  goods  in  money 

to  Gover  the  case  might  have  been  different ;  but  he  settled  •• 

°         ^  ^  Abingtoh. 

the  amount  in  account  with  him  ;  and  there  is  no  ground 
for  saying  that  Gover  had  authority  to  do  that,  or  that  the 
plaintiff  so  conducted  himself  as  to  induce  the  defendant  to 
believe  that  he  had.  As  to  the  last  count,  I  think  that  if 
any  costs  have  been  occasioned  by  the  amendment  the 
defendant  ought  to  have  them. 

CuANNELL,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  My  brother 
Martin  is  satisfied,  and  I  agree  with  him  in  thinking  the 
finding  of  the  jury  right.  Applying  the  doctrine  enunciated 
in  Freeman  v.  Coohe  to  the  facts  of  the  present  case,  there 
was  clearly  evidence  to  support  the  count  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered.  Then,  taking  the  defendant  to  be  the  purchaser 
of  the  goods,  has  he  discharged  himself?  I  think  not. 
Where  payment  to  an  agent  is  relied  upon  as  payment  to  a 
principal,  the  authority  of  the  agent  to  receive  payment  must 
be  shewn.  Here  there  was  none  in  point  of  fact. .  If  any  is  to  be 
presumed  it  must  be  gathered  from  what  was  done  by  the  plain- 
tiff as  a  recognition  of  Gover's  authority.  I  do  not  say  that, 
if  there  had  been  a  payment  to  Gover  in  money  or  by  bills, 
there  would  have  been  no  evidence  against  the  plaintiff  of 
his  authority  to  receive  payment  in  that  way.  But  there 
was  nothing  but  a  settlement  in  account  between  Gover 
and  the  defendant  It  is  unnecessary  to  consider  the  count 
in  trover.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  addition  of  that  count 
occasioned  no  expense  to  the  defendant,  and  is  no  ground 
for  the  allowance  of  any  costs.  It  occasioned  no  additional 
expense  at  the  trial,  nor  has  it  caused  any  here  to-day. 

Martin,  B. — There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 

o  o  2 
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1859.       defendant  acted  otherwise  than  as  an  honest  man,  and  the 
ir'^^^      case  is  somewhat  hard  upon  him.     We  oueht,  when  he  b 

Ck>BllI8H  *^  O     ^ 

V,  called  upon  to  pay  a  second  time,  to  see  that  he  is  clearlj 

liable.  No  reflection  can  be  cast  on  the  plaintiff's  conduct; 
there  was  no  negligence  or  misconduct  of  any  sort  on  his 
part  Gover  was  taken  into  the  plaintiff's  employ  in  1857. 
He  dealt  with  Abington,  and  entered  the  transactions  in 
Cornish's  books  as  between  Cornish  and  Abingtoa.  Cornish 
was  paid  by  two  bills  drawn  by  him  and  accepted  by  Ab- 
ington.  It  was  communicated  to  Abington  that  he  was 
treated  as  the  buyer  of  the  goods.  He  takes  no  notice, 
except  by  communicating  with  Gover.  Abington  went  cm 
dealing  with  Gover,  knowing  that  he  was  Cornish's  foreman, 
and  dealing  with  him  as  if  he  were  a  principal,  receiving finom 
time  to  time  articles  in  which  his  master  dealt.  The  goods 
were  accompanied  by  delivery  notes  from  Cornish  which 
were  signed  by  Abington.  It  was  said  that  coming  from  t 
printer  or  publisher  the  delivery  notes  could  not  be  treated 
as  shewing  who  was  the  vendor.  But  witnesses  said  it 
would  be  quite  irregular  if  the  notes  did  not  shew  firom 
whom  the  goods  really  came  as  owner.  In  other  cases 
the  party  estopped  has  intended  to  produce  the  fisJse  im- 
pression. Here,  however,  I  believe  that  the  defendant  did 
not  intend  to  produce  any  false  impression  on  the  mind  of 
the  plaintiff.  Then  it  was  said  that  the  goods  were  paid 
for.  But  the  defendant  never  paid  or  intended  to  pay  this 
debt,  of  which  he  was  ignorant 

Rule  dischai^ged. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER    CHAMBER. 

{Appeal  fiom  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


9  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  tbe  Court  of  Hsld  io  the 
Exchequer,  making  absolute  a  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  chtnber, 
for  the  defendant  pursuant  to  leave  reserved  at  the  trial,  jud^ent'  " 
(Reported  2  H.  &  N.  443).   The  caee  stated  on  appeal  was  ^^  ^^^^^ 
f so  &r  as  material)  as  follows : —  ihw  tbo  lit 

^  '  AectLOD  of 


of  plainlin,  as  against  the  defendant,  an  execution  creditor  doei  not  Biipl; 
of  one  Daniel  Selwyn.     The  issue  was  tried  at  the  Spring  tbe  Krit  of 
Assizes,  1857,  for  the  county  of  Gloucester,  before  IfiUes,  J.  beenlw^iwl 
Upon  the  trial  it  was  proved  that  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.,  at  the  t^*4ih«* 
suit  of  the  defendant  against  the  said  Daniel  Selwyn,  issued  ^<^  puwd- 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1858,  for  an  amount  greater  than 
tbe  value  of  tbe  steers,  viz.  for  99/.  19*.  6d.     On  the  9tb 
day  of  May,  1856,  a  levy  was  made  on  the  goods  of  the 
Biud  Daniel   Selwyn  under  tbe  said  writ  and  the  sum  of 
2/.  lOf.  was  realized  thereunder ;  and  the  said  writ  remained 
in  the  bands  of  the  sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  unexecuted 
and  unsatisfied  (save  as  aforesud)  until  tbe  seizure  by  him 
of  tbe  steers  as  hereinafWr  mentioned.     In  the  month  of 
June,  1856,  the  said  Daniel  Selwyn  purchased  the  eteers, 
the  subject  of  the  said  issue,  and  had  such  steers  in  the 
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county  of  Gloucester  within  the  bailiwick  of  the  siud  sheriff 
of  Gloucestershire,  and  liable  to  seizure  under  the  said 
writ  of  a.  fa.,  in  the  said  month  of  June  1856.  On  the 
26th  day  of  August  following  the  steers  were  bought  bj 
the  plaintiff  from  the  said  Daniel  Selwyn,  not  in  market 
overt  but  within  the  said  sheriff's  bailiwick.  On  the  9th 
day  of  December,  1856,  the  steers  were  seized  by  the 
sheriff  of  Gloucestershire,  within  his  bailiwick,  under  the 
said  writ  of  fi.  fa.  at  the  suit  of  John  Smith,  the  above 
named  defendant,  as  and  for  the  goods  of  the  said  Daniel 
Selwyn.  On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  evidence  was  given 
that  he  purchased  the  cattle  for  a  valuable  consideration 
and  bona  fide. 

The  learned  Judge  left  the  question  to  the  jury,  who 
found  that  the  sale  was  bona  fide,  and  thereupon  his  lord- 
ship directed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to 
the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  him,  on  the 
ground  that,  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  having  been  delivered  to  the 
sheriff  previously  to  the  passing  of  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  97, 
the  first  section  of  that  statute  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
case. 

Pigottt  Seijt,  {H.  James  with  him),  for  the  plaintiff*.— 
The  writ  of  fi.  fa.  not  having  been  executed  at  the  time  the 
19  &  20  Vict,  c  97  passed,  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  goods 
is  rendered  valid  by  the  first  section  of  that  Act.  The 
object  of  the  legislature  was  to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
of  a  bona  fide  purchase  being  defeated  by  the  previous 
delivery  of  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  to  the  sheriff.  At  common  law  a 
fi.  fa.  had  relation  to  its  teste^  and  bound  the  goods  from 
that  time.  This  relation  being  productive  of  great  mischief 
to  purchasers,  the  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  s.  16,  enacted,  that  a 
writ  of  execution  should  only  bind  the  goods  from  the  time 
of  its  delivery  to   the   sheriff.      That   in   some   measure 
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remedied  the  mischief,  but  the  object  of  the  19  &  20  Vict 
c.  97,  8.  I,  was  to  put  an  end  to  all  inquiry  as  to  when 
the  writ  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff.  Unless  that  statute  be 
construed  as  applicable  to  cases  where  the  writ  has  been 
delivered  to  the  sheriff  before  it  passed,  great  inconvenience 
will  arise  from  the  124th  section  of  the  Common  Law  Pro- 
cedure Act,  1852,  which  allows  writs  of  execution  to  be 
renewed  from  year  to  year  until  executed     It  is  clear  that 
the  attention  of  the  legislature  was  directed  to  the  time 
when  the  several  provbions  of  the  Act  should  take  eSect, 
for  the  3rd  section  uses  the  words,  **  no  special  promise  to 
be  made  by  any  person  after  the  passing  of  this  Act^  &c. 
The  6th  section  enacts,  "  that  no  acceptance  of  any  bill  of 
exchange,  whether  inland  or  foreign,  made  after  the  Slst  of 
December,  1856,"  &c.   Again,  the  9th  section,  with  respect 
to  the  limitation  of  actions  for  merchants*  accounts,  uses 
the  words  "after  the  passing  of  this  Act"     [Crawder^  J. — 
When  does  the  4th  section  come  into  operation?]     It  is 
prospective  only.    [Williams^  J. — The  difficulty  here  is  that 
the  writ  had  bound  the  goods  before  the  statute  passed; 
and  the. rule  is,  that  statutes  must  not  be  construed  so  as  to 
defeat  vested  rights.]   The  construction  contended  for  does 
not  give  a  retrospective  operation  to  the  Act.  The  plaintiff 
acquired  a  title  to  the  goods,  subject  to  its  being  prejudiced 
by  the  writ  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff.     The  Act  says  that 
the  title  shall  not  be  affected  by  that  circumstance.     The 
words,  "no  writ  of  fi.  fa.  shall  prejudice  the  title  to  goods," 
mean  in  effect  that  no  bond  fide  purchaser  need  search  the 
sheriff's  office  for  a  writ     A  fieri  facias  only  bound  the 
goods  as  against  the  debtor  and  those  claiming  under  him : 
it  might  be  defeated  by  a  sale  in  market  overt,  by  the 
execution  of  a  subsequent   writ,  by  bankruptcy,  or  the 
removal  of  the  goods  from  the  county :  Payne  v.  Drewe  (a). 

(a)  4  East,  523. 
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county  of  Gloucester  within  the  Iwt: 

■  1               / 

-J 

of  Gloucestershire,  and  liable   j- 

f' 

writ  of  (i.  fa.,  in  the  said  r  ;  ..;' 

7                           W 

26th  day  of  August  follo'^  ;  .    ;. 

aids 

the  plaintiff  from  the          V   ."- 

I.,  in 

overt  but  within  the        -    *    ■-. 

Kmv. 

day  of  December      J  - 

ppljU) 

sheriff  of  Glou^  /  .            ,'  ' 

he  Act 

said  writ  of  ^.   ' 

^inenced  after 

named  defr 

s,ii  TTumpsan  ▼.  ^oiA- 

Selwyn.                                  construed  the  14th  section  as 

that  b'                       o  operation. 

[»^fc«,  J.— Thatintcr- 

and  *                overruled  in  Jackson 

T.  WooUey  (c).]    There 

.  instances  in  which  a  retrospective  effect  has  been 
.n  to  new  statutes :   Tawler  ▼.  Chatterion  (/),  Freeman 
r.  Moi/es  (g). 

Macnamara  appeared  for  the  defendant,  but  was  not 
called  upon  to  argue. 

Ehle,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed  The  Ist  section  of  the 
19  &  20  Vict  c.  97  has  no  retrospective  effect  in  respect  of 
writs  delivered  to  the  sheriff  before  that  Act  passed.  The 
words  of  the  section  are,  **  that  no  writ  of  fieri  facias  or 
other  writ  of  execution,  and  no  writ  of  attachment  agunst 
the  goods  of  a  debtor,  shall  prejudice  the  title  to  such 
good9  acquired  by  any  person  bon&  fide  and  for  a  valuable 
consideration  before  the  actual  seizure  or  attachment  thereof 
by  virtue  of  such  writ,  provided  such  person  had  not,  at  the 

(a)  1  CI.  &  F.  438.  474.  (e)  3  Drew.  628. 

(h)  10  M.  &  W.  42.  47.  (/)  6  Bing.  258. 

(c)  8  £.  &  B.  784.  (g)  I  Adol.  &  £.  338. 

[d)  8  £.  &  B.  429. 
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^  such  title,  notice  that  such  writ,  or  any        1859. 

le  of  which  the  eoods  of  such  owner  ^^^~^^ 

^  Williams 

'tached,  had  been  delivered  and  re-  ». 


^  hands  of  the  sheriff,  undersheriflF 
%  Gained  some  doubt,  because  I 

-   -^  he  statute  was  to  validate  all 

sing ;  and  if  the  language 

%\%       '^  Ne  valid,  notwithstand- 

^     "^  aelivered  to  the  sheriff," 

^.Auion  that  purchases  would  be 
coe  writ  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff 
wC  passed.  But  the  words  of  the  statute  are, 
.vrit  shall  prejudice  the  title  to  such  goods;**  and, 
according  to  the  general  rule  of  construction  laid  down  in 
Moon  v.  Durden  (a),  a  statute  is  not  to  have  a  retrospective 
operation  unless  the  intention  is  clear  and  express.  We 
gave  great  consideration  to  this  subject  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  because  Vice  Chancellor  KindersUy^  in 
TTunnpson  v.  fFaithman  (i),  gave  to  the  14th  section  a 
retrospective  effect,  and  in  deference  to  a  Court  of  co- 
ordinate jurisdiction  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen*s 
Bench  in  Jackson  v.  Woolley  was  in  accordance  with  that 
view ;  but  all  the  Judges  were  of  the  opinion  which  was 
afterwards  affirmed  in  the  Court  of  Error.  We  are  bound 
by  the  decision  of  that  Court  in  Jackson  v.  Woolleyy  and 
consequently  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
this  case  must  be  affirmed. 

Williams,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  fi.  fa. 
had  begun  to  operate  before  the  statute  passed,  and  was  in 
fiiil  vigour  at  that  time.  We  cannot  give  the  statute  a 
retrospective  effect,  so  as  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  any 
right  he  possessed  under  his  writ. 

(a)  2  Exoh.  22.  (6)  3  Drew.  628. 


Smith. 
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The  property  in  the  goods  was  not  altered  bj  the  delivery 
of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff:  Per  Littledale,  J.,  in  Luceu  ▼. 
Nochelb  (a) ;  and  the  only  meaning  of  the  goods  being 
bound  was,  that  notwithstanding  a  sale  of  them  afterwards 
no  property  passed  to  the  purchaser:  Per  Parke,  B.,  in 
Harding  v.  Hall  (b).  [fFUliams,  J.,  referred  to  Jaektan  y. 
Woolley  (e).]  The  10th  section  has  been  held  to  apply  to 
cases  where  the  cause  of  action  accrued  before  the  Act 
came  into  operation  and  the  action  is  commenced  after 
that  time :  Comill  v.  Hudson  (d).  In  Thompson  t.  fFaiik' 
man  (e),  Kindersley,  V.  C,  construed  the  14th  section  as 
having  a  retrospective  operation*  [WUIes^  J. — That  inter- 
pretation was  overruled  in  Jackson  v.  WooUey  (e).]  There 
are  other  instances  in  which  a  retrospective  effect  has  been 
given  to  new  statutes :  Towkr  t.  ChaUerUm  (/),  Freeman 
V.  Moyes  {g), 

Macnamara  appeared  for  the  defendant,  but  was  not 
called  upon  to  argue. 

Erle,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed.  The  1st  section  of  the 
1 9  &  20  Vict  c.  97  has  no  retrospective  effect  in  respect  of 
writs  delivered  to  the  sheriff  before  that  Act  passed.  The 
words  of  the  section  are,  **  that  no  writ  of  fieri  fecias  or 
other  writ  of  execution,  and  no  writ  of  attachment  against 
the  goods  of  a  debtor,  shall  prejudice  the  title  to  such 
good?  acquired  by  any  person  bon&  fide  and  for  a  yaluable 
consideration  before  the  actual  seizure  or  attachment  thereof 
by  virtue  of  such  writ,  provided  such  person  had  not,  at  the 

(a)  1  CI.  &  R  438.  474.  (e)   3  Drew.  628. 

lb)  10  M.  &  W.  42.  47.  (/)  6  Bing.  258. 

(c)  8  £.  &  B.  784.  (jg)  1  Adol.  &  £.  338. 

(d)  8  E.  &  B.  429. 
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time  he  acquired  such  title,  notice  that  such  writ,  or  any        1859. 
other  writ  by  virtue  of  which  the  goods  of  such  owner     ^^^^^ 

W^ILLIAMS 

might  be  seized  or  attached,  had  been  delivered  and  re-  v- 

mained  unexecuted  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  underaheriff  '■""•• 
or  coroner.**  I  have  entertained  some  doubt,  because  I 
thought  that  the  intention  of  the  statute  was  to  validate  all 
purchases  from  the  time  of  its  passing;  and  if  the  language 
had  been,  ^*  that  all  purchases  shall  be  valid,  notwithstand- 
ing a  writ  of  fieri  facias  has  been  delivered  to  the  sheriff,*' 
I  should  have  been  of  opinion  that  purchases  would  be 
validated  although  the  writ  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff 
before  the  Act  passed.  But  the  words  of  the  statute  are, 
'<no  writ  shall  prejudice  the  title  to  such  goods;**  and, 
according  to  the  general  rule  of  construction  laid  down  in 
Moan  V.  Durden  (a),  a  statute  is  not  to  have  a  retrospective 
operation  unless  the  intention  is  clear  and  express.  We 
gave  great  consideration  to  this  subject  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  because  Vice  Chancellor  Kindersley,  in 
TTiompson  v.  Wcuthman  (i),  gave  to  the  14th  section  a 
retrospective  effect,  and  in  deference  to  a  Court  of  co- 
ordinate jurisdiction  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  Jackson  v.  Woolley  was  in  accordance  with  that 
view ;  but  all  the  Judges  were  of  the  opinion  which  was 
afterwards  affirmed  in  the  Court  of  Error.  We  are  bound 
by  the  decision  of  that  Court  in  Jackson  v.  Woolley^  and 
consequently  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
this  case  must  be  affirmed. 

Williams,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  fi.  fa. 
had  begun  to  operate  before  the  statute  passed,  and  was  in 
full  vigour  at  that  time.  We  cannot  give  the  statute  a 
retrospective  effect,  so  as  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  any 
right  he  possessed  under  his  writ. 

(a)  2  Exch.  22.  (6)  3  Drew.  628. 
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CBOMPTONy  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  In  Jackson 
▼.  Woolky  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  were  unanimous  in 
giving  the  Act  the  construction  afterwards  put  upon  it  in 
the  Court  of  Error ;  but  they  thought  that,  out  of  deference 
to  the  Vice  Chancellor,  they  ought  to  give  judgment  in 
accordance  with  his  view. 

Crowdeb,  J. — I  think  that  the  principle  acted  on  in 
Jackson  V.  WooUey  with  respect  to  the  14th  section  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  1st  section.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
language  of  Rolfe^  B.,  in  Moon  v.  Durden  (a),  where,  refer- 
ring to  the  general  rule  stated  by  Lord  Coke  (6),  '*  Nova 
constitutio  futuris  formam  imponere  debet,  non  prseteritis,* 
he  says,  ''and  the  principle  is  one  of  such  obvious  conve- 
nience and  justice  that  it  must  always  be  adhered  to  in  the 
construction  of  statutes,  unless  in  cases  where  there  is 
something  on  the  face  of  the  enactment  putting  it  beyond 
doubt  that  the  legislature  meant  it  to  operate  retrospec- 
tively." Here^  so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  it  seems  to 
me,  from  the  very  language  of  the  1st  section,  that  it  was 
meant  to  operate  prospectively  only. 

WiLLESy  J.,  and  Hill,  J.,  concurred. 

Judgment  afiirmed. 

(a)  2  Ezch.  22,  33.  (6)  2  Inst  298. 
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1859. 


IN   THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 
{Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer,) 


Phillips  v.  Natlor  and  Others.  Ma^n. 

JL  HIS  was  an  appeal  against  the  judgment  of  the  Court  On  the  24th 
of  Exchequer  making  absolute  a  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  the  plaintiff  ' 
for  the  defendants,  pursuant  to  leave  reserved  at  the  trial  ^^d  buik'. 
The  pleadings  and  facts  fully  appear  in  the  report  of  the  [JJJe  he^ow^' 
case  in  the  Court  below  (3  H.  &  N.  14).  ^'^o  poor-rates, 

^  ^  and  on  the 

31st  January 
he  was  assessed 

Z>.  D.  Keane^  for  the  plaintiff  (a). — There  was  evidence  to  a  third  rate. 

On  the  5th 

of  malice.     The  power  given  by  the  12  &  13  Vict.  c.  14  to  February  he 
parish  officers  to  enforce  payment  of  poor  rates  was  meant  protection, 

-t  .J...  •  ii»        under  the 

to  be  exercised  against  contumacious  persons,  who,  being  ]  12th  section 
able,  refuse  to  pay  their  rates.     It  is  in  the  discretion  of  yLt  ilw  '*''* 
parish  officers  whether  they  will  enforce  payment  of  a  rate,  ?°J''^a49*°" 
and  if  they  decline  to  do  so,  no  indictment  will  lie  airainst  J?***  ?*®  ?^.^, 

"  °  March,  which 

protection  was 
extended  to  the  7th  April.  On  the  5th  March  all  his  goods  were  sold.  In  February,  the  rates 
were  demanded  of  him  by  one  of  the  defendants,  who  was  assistant  overseer,  and  a  notice  was  left 
for  payment  in  ten  days,  or  leg^l  proceedings  would  be  taken  to  enforce  them.  On  the  13th 
February  the  same  defendant  applied  to  the  justices  and  obtained  a  summons  in  the  usual  form, 
leqoiring  the  plaintiff  to  appear  before  them  for  the  non-payment  of  the  rates.  The  plaintiff 
wrote  upon  the  summons  that  his  ffoods  were  under  the  protection  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
and  Uie  rates  would  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  and  left  it  at  the  defendant's  house.  The  plamtiff 
did  not  appear  before  the  justices,  and  they  granted  the  usual  distress  warrant.  Tnis  waa 
returned  nulla  bona,  and  on  the  1 6th  March  a  warrant  was  issued  bv  the  justices  commanding 
another  of  the  defendants,  a  constable,  to  arrest  the  plaintiff  and  keep  him  in  gaol  for  one  month, 
nnless  the  rates  were  sooner  paid.  On  the  16th  March  the  constable  arrested  him,  when  he 
produced  his  protection  and  was  released.  On  the  23rd  March  he  was  again  arrested,  and  kept 
m  custody  until  the  7th  of  April,  when  he  was  discharged  by  order  of  a  Commissioner  of 
Bankruptcy. — Heldt  in  the  Excnequer  Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer), tnat  there  was  no  want  of  reasonable  and  probable  cause  for  the  arrest  and  no  efidence 
of  malice. 

(a)  Before  JErie,  J.,  Williams^  J.,  Crowder^  J.,  Crampton,  J.,  WUles^  J., 
and  Hill,  J. 
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them.     Here  the  defendants,  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
facts,  caused  the  plaintiiF  to  be  imprisoned.     There  was  no 
V.  object  to  be  attained  by  the  imprisonment  except  some  purpose 

of  their  own.  There  was  also  a  want  of  reasonable  and  pro- 
bable cause.  Hope  ▼.  Fenner  (a)  shews  that,  in  considering 
whether  or  not  there  is  want  of  reasonable  and  probable 
cause,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  surrounding  circumstances 
and  to  the  law,  and  not  merely  to  what  was  operating  on 
the  mind  of  the  party.  The  1 12th  section  of  The  Bankrupt 
Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  is  interposed  between  the  act 
of  the  magistrates  in  granting  the  warrant  of  commitment 
and  the  act  of  the  defendants  in  putting  it  in  force.  The 
section  does  not  prohibit  the  issuing  of  a  warrant,  but  only 
an  arrest  under  it  The  warrant  was  in  the  nature  of  civil 
process,  arid  the  defendants  should  have  abstained  from 
executing  it.  It  was  no  more  mandatory  than  an  order 
for  the  removal  of  a  pauper,  as  to  which  the  oyerseere  have 
a  discretion.  The  112th  section  relates  to  arrest  by  a 
creditor,  the  113th  to  arrest  by  an  oflScer.  The  creditor 
is  prohibited  from  arresting;  the  o65cer  may  arrest,  but  he 
is  bound  to  discharge  on  production  of  the  bankrupt's  pro- 
tection. Lloyd  V.  Heathcote  {b)  and  Ex  parte  The  Church' 
wardens  and  Overseers  of  tlie  Parish  of  Burwash  (c)  are 
authorities  that  the  overseers  are  creditors  in  respect  of  a 
poor  rate,  and  may  prove  it  under  a  commission  in  bank- 
ruptcy. It  is  alleged  that  at  all  events  the  plaintiff  was 
liable  to  be  arrested  for  the  rate  which  became  due  after 
his  bankruptcy,  and  the  case  of  Grace  v.  Bishop  (d)  is  relied 
on.  Reference  was  there  made  to  Darky  v.  Baugham  {e)t 
where  it  was  held  that  a  bankrupt  could  not  be  arrested  on 
a  bill  of  exchange,  which  became  due  after  his  bankruptcy 

(a)  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  387.  (d)  11  Exch.  424. 

Ih)  2  Bred.  &  B.  368.  \e)  5  T.  R.  209. 

(c)    1  L.  M.  &  P.  60. 
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during  the  time  allowed  him,  by  the  5  Geo.  2,  c.  30,  s.  6, 

for  attending  the  Commissioner  to  be  examined ;  and  the 

Court  seemed  to  have  considered  that  in  that  case  the  debt  «• 

Natlob. 

was  proveable  under  the  commission,  whereas  the  power 
to  prove  such  a  debt  was  first  given  by  the  49  Geo.  3, 
c  126,  s.  9.  It  is  true  that  in  this  case  the  debt  arises 
from  the  obligation  which  the  law  casts  on  the  parish 
officers  of  making  a  rate;  but  the  164th  section  of  The 
Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  enables  '*  every 
creditor  of  the  bankrupt"  to  prove  under  the  fiat  whether 
his  debt  arises  from  contract  or  is  created  by  operation  of 
law.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  debt  is  demandable  at  the 
time  of  proof. — He  also  referred  to  the  17  Geo.  2,  c.  3,  s.  1, 
and  17  Gea  2,  c.  38,  s.  12. 

Couch  appeared  for  the  defendants,  but  was  not  called 
upon  to  aiigue. 

Erle,  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed.  The  inquiry  to 
which  our  attention  has  been  directed  is  more  to  the  due 
appreciation  of  the  evidence  than  as  to  laying  down  any 
principle  of  law.  The  action  is  brought  by  the  plaintiff, 
from  whom  three  poor-rates  were  due,  against  the  parish 
officers  for  what  they  did  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  pay- 
ment of  the  rates ;  and,  unless  they  acted  maliciously  and 
without  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  the  first  count  can- 
not be  supported.  I  cannot  find  any  evidence  of  malice, 
or  that  the  defendants  acted  from  a  corrupt  motive,  and  the 
plaintiff  could  only  succeed  if  he  proved  an  absence  of 
reasonable  and  probable  cause,  which  would  be  some  evi- 
dence of  acting  maliciously.  The  rates  were  due  from  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  parish  officers  only  applied  to  the  proper 
tribunal  of  the  county,  the  magistrates,  to  exercise  the 


Natlob. 
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1859.        power  of  the  law  in  enforcing  payment.     It  should  be 
^^^^''^^      observed  that  parish  officers  are  diflGerent  from  ordinary 
»-^_       creditors,  who  try  to   obtain  payment  of  a  debt  for  the 
benefit  of  themselves.     Parish  officers  seek  no  benefit  to 
themselves  but  act  in  discharge  of  their  duty  to  the  rate- 
payers, who  would  suffer  in  case  of  their  neglect.    The 
defendants  go  to  the  magistrates,  who  order  the  plaintiff  to 
be  summoned  to  shew  cause  why  he  does  not  pay  the  rates. 
The  plaintiff  chooses  to  take  no  notice  of  the  summons, 
but  leaves  the  magistrates  to  enforce  payment  by  due  course 
of  law.     The  magistrates  issue  a  distress  warrant,  which  is 
returned  nulla  bona;  and  then,  as  authorized  by  statute, 
they  issue  a  warrant  to  take  the  body  of  the  plaintiff;  and 
that  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  defendants.    So  far  it  is 
impossible  to  maintain  that  the  defendants  acted  without 
reasonable  and  probable  cause,  since  they  acted  in  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  magis- 
trates.  Then  can  it  be  said  that  they  acted  without  reason- 
able and  probable  cause  in  enforcing  the  warrant?    It  is 
contended  that  the  sum  due  for  the  rates  was  a  debt,  and 
that  parish  officers,  like  other  creditors,  ought  to  prove 
under  the  bankruptcy.     We  abstain  fix>m  giving  any  judg* 
ment  on  that  point,  because  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  case,  the  question  being  whether  the  defendants 
acted  without  reasonable  and  probable  cause.     It  is  con- 
tended that  they  have,  because  it  is  assumed  that  they 
knew  that  a  poor-rate  is  proveable  under  a  bankruptcy,  and 
therefore  that  the  12  &  13  Vict  c.  106,  ss.  112,  113,  gave 
protection  to  a  person  declared  bankrupt ;  but,  having  beard 
the  argument  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  we  think  that  the 
parish  officers  cannot  be  said  to  have  acted  without  reason- 
able and  probable  cause   because  they  had  not  formed  a 
clear  opinion  upon  a  matter  which  an  astute  lawyer  took 
considerable   time  to  enforce  upon   the  Court.     On  the 
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whole,  thereforey  we  are  of  opiDion  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  a  want  of  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  and  no 
evidence  of  malice,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below 
must  be  aflSrmed.  I  might  say  that  there  are  other  objec- 
tions to  this  action,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  state  the  grounds 
I  have  mentioned. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Phillips 

V, 

Natlor. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 
(Error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


Henderson  v.  Elizabeth  Broomhead. 

XIjRROR  on  a  bill  of  exceptions. — The  declaration  stated, 
that  the  defendant  falsely  and  maliciously  composed  and 
wrote  and  published  of  and  concerning  the  plaintiff,  in 
relation  to  his  calling  as  an  attorney's  clerk,  and  in  relation 
to  his  conduct  while  he  was  clerk  to  one  Henry  Broomhead, 
who  was  the  husband  of  the  defendant,  in  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  an  affidavit  by  the  defendant  in  an  action  wherein 
Ellen  Winter,  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
the  said  Henry  Broomhead,  was  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
in  this  action  was  the  defendant,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following: — **  I,  Elizabeth  Broomhead,  &c.,  make  oath  and 
say:  1.  That  the  exhibit  marked  A  is  a  copy  of  the  writ  of 
summons  in  this  action,  and  that  there  are  no  particulars 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  indorsed  therein.  2.  That  this 
action  is  brought  by  the  plaintiff  (meaning  the  said  Ellen 
Winter),  as  executrix  of  my  late  husband  Henry  Broomhead, 
to  recover  goods,  household  furniture,  &c.,  as  alleged  in  the 
declaration  in  this  cause.     3.   That  I  have  never  been 


J(%  18. 


No  action  lies 
affainst  a  partj 
who,  in  the 
courie  of  a 
cause,  makes 
an  affidafit  in 
support  of  a 
summons  taken 
out  in  such 
cause,  which 
is  scandalous, 
false  and 
malicious, 
though  the 
person  scanda- 
lised, and  who 
complains,  is 
not  a  party 
to  the  cause. 


570  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

1859.        served  with  any  demand  or  particulars  of  the  goods  for 

^-^^''"^       which  this  action  is  brought.     4.  That  my  said  husband 
Hekde&son  °  ,  . 

V.  cohabited  with  the  siud  Ellen  Winter  for  a  long  time  pnor 

to  his  death  at  Sandon  Place,  during  which  time  I  resided 
with  my  daughter,  £.  M.  Ward,  apart  from  my  husband. 
5.  That  my  husband,  a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  turned 
the  plaintiff  (meaning  the  said  Ellen  Winter)  out  of  the 
house  at  Sandon  Place,  and  at  the  repeated  and  uigent 
solicitations  of  my  husband,  who  was  then  on  his  death  bed 
and  was  desirous  of  becoming  reconciled  to  me  and  to  his 
children,  I  removed  with  my  said  children  to  the  house  in 
Sandon  Place,  and  remained  with  my  husband  till  his  death 
which  took  place  on  the  28th  of  July  last.  6.  That  my 
husband  being  in  a  dying  state  repeatedly,  in  the  presence 
of  myself  and  children,  requested  his  clerk,  Thomas  Hen- 
derson (meaning  the  plaintiff),  to  go  down  to  his  oflSce  and 
destroy  the  will  he  had  made  in  favour  of  the  said  plainUff 
(meaning  the  said  Ellen  Winter),  and  to  make  another  in 
favour  of  his  Ssunily,  &c.  7.  That  the  draft  of  such  will 
was  subsequently  found  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Thomas 
Henderson  (meaning  the  plaintiff).  8.  That  the  said 
T.  Henderson  made  several  pretences  for  not  destroying 
the  said  will,  and  delayed  the  making  of  the  firesh  will. 
9.  That  at  the  request  of  my  said  husband,  who  doubted 
the  integrity  of  the  said  T.  Henderson,  I  sent  a  telegram 
to  my  son,  Henry  Broomhead,  to  come  to  SheflBeld  and 
receive  his  father's  last  instructions,  but  my  husband  expired 
before  he  arrived.  10.  That  the  said  plaintiff  (meaning 
the  said  Ellen  Winter)  has  resided  with  the  said  T.  Hen- 
derson (meaning  the  plaintiff)  since  my  husband's  death, 
&c.  11.  That  when  I  left  the  house  in  Sandon  Place,  I  took 
away  what  furniture  I  was  advised  I  was  entitled  to  remove, 
and  no  more.  12.  That  I  do  not  know  for  what  qiecific 
goods  and  chattels  the  plaintiff  is  proceeding,  and  I  am 
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advised  that  I  cannot  safely  proceed  with  my  defence  till        1859, 

such  particulars  are  ffiven.     13.  That  I  am  advised  and       ''-^v^-^ 

*  °  Hendebsoh 

believe  that  I  have  a  good  defence  to  this  action  on  the  «• 

.  ^  Bbooxbead. 

merits.  The  defendant  thereby,  amongst  other  things, 
intending  and  meaning  that  the  said  Henry  Broomhead 
had  requested  the  plaintiff  to  destroy  the  said  will  of  the 
said  Henry  Broomhead  to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be 
thereby  cancelled,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  purposely  and 
fraudulently  and  dishonestly,  and  with  a  view  of  preventing 
the  said  will  from  being  cancelled,  and  with  a  view  of 
thereby  benefiting  the  said  Ellen  Winter,  and  of  prejudicing 
the  defendant  and  her  family,  contrary  to  the  wish  and 
intention  of  the  said  Henry  Broomhead,  delayed  to  destroy 
the  said  will  of  the  said  Henry  Broomhead  in  his  lifetime, 
and  delayed  to  prepare  for  the  said  Henry  Broomhead  in 
his  lifetime  another  will,  in  favour  of  the  defendant*s  family, 
in  order  that  the  said  Henry  Broomhead  might  execute  the 
same  in  due  form  of  law,  and  so  devise  and  bequeath  his 
property  to  the  defendant's  family  instead  of  to  the  said 
Ellen  Winter ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  made  false,  fraudu- 
lent and  dishonest  pretences  to  the  said  Henry  Broomhead 
for  not  destroying  his  will;  and  that  the  said  Henry 
Broomhead  doubted  the  integrity  of  the  plaintiff,  &c. ; 
whereby,  &c. 

Pleas. — First :  Not  guilty.  Secondly :  That  the  alleged 
libel  is  true. 

Whereupon  issues  were  joined. 

Afterwards,  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1858,  at  Liver- 
pool,  before  Sir  Samuel  Martin,  Knight,  &c.,  came  the 
parties,  &c. ;  and  the  jury,  &c.,  as  to  the  first  issue  within 
joined,  say  that  the  defendant  is  not  guilty,  and  thereupon 
the  jury  were  discharged  from  giving  any  verdict  as  to  the 
second  issue.     The  plaintiff  assigned  error  upon  the  record 

VOL.  IV.— N.  S.  P  P  EXCH. 


572 


EXCHEQUER  REPORTS. 


and  bill  of  exceptions.      The  defendant  alleged  that  there 

was  no  error  therein. 

^'  The  bill  of  exceptions  stated  that,  to  maintain  the  issne 

Broom  BEAD.  '^ 

above  joined,  the  plaintiff  proved  that,  at  the  times  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  he  was  an  attorney's  clerk,  and  that 
one  Henry  Broomhead  formerly  was  an  attorney  and  prac- 
tised at  Sheffield :  that  the  plaintiff,  for  a  long  time  before 
and  at  the  death  of  Henry  Broomhead,  was  the  confidential 
clerk  of  Henry  Broomhead :  that  the  said  Henry  Broom- 
head died  on  the  28th  of  July,  1857,  having  first  duly  made 
his  will,  whereby  he  appointed  Ellen  Winter  executrix,  and 
that  the  defendant  was  the  widow  of  Henry  Broomhead; 
but  that  she  had  lived  separate  and  apart  fi*om  him  for 
many  years  before  his  death:  that  on  the  31st  of  July, 
1857,  the  defendant  caused  a  caveat  to  be  entered  in  the 
proper  Court  against  probate  of  the  said  will  being  gnuited 
to  Ellen  Winter :  that  on  the  31st  of  December,  1857,  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  between  W.  Unwin,  acting  as 
solicitor  for  the  defendant  and  by  her  authority,  and  R 
Anderson,  acting  as  solicitor  for  Ellen  Winter  and  by  her 
authority,  as  follows: — 

'*Mem.  31  Dec.  1857. 
**Re  Broomheady  deceased. — In  order  to  end  all  dispntefli 
&c.,  between  the  executrix  Ellen  Winter  and  the  next  of  kin 
of  Henry  Broomhead,  deceased,  it  is  agreed  (inter  alia)  that 
the  will  shall  be  proved  in  solemn  form :  that  the  next  of 
kin  shall  offer  no  opposition :  that  Ellen  Winter  shall  paj 
to  Mrs.  Broomhead  700/. 

Signed     ''  W.  Unwin. 

"Henry  Andeison.' 

That  before  the  signing  of  such  agreement,  on  the  16lh 
of  September,  1857,  EUen  Winter,  as  executrix  of  Heniy 
Broomhead,  had  commenced  the  action  in  the  declaration 
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mentioned,  and  on  the  21st  of  June,  1858,  declared  in  the 

said  action  against  the  defendant  in  trover  and  detinue  for 

the  goods  of  the  plaintiff  as  executrix.     That  on  the  25th  «• 

Broomhbao. 
of  June,  the   defendant  caused  to  be  issued  out  of  the 

Court  a  summons  for  particulars  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
claimed  in  the  declaration.  In  support  of  the  summons, 
the  defendant  swore  and  signed  the  affidavit  set  out  in  the 
declaration,  and  afterwards  the  same  was  delivered  to  the 
attorney  for  the  purpose  of  being  used,  and  the  same  was 
used  by  the  defendant's  attorney  in  support  of  the  said 
summons.  That  the  summons  was  heard  before  Bramwells 
B.,  when  the  attorney  for  the  defendant,  as  her  agent,  pro- 
duced and  read  aloud  the  said  affidavit  On  reading  the 
affidavit,  and  hearing  the  attomies  on  both  sides,  Bramwell^ 
B.,  made  an  order  that  particulars  of  the  goods  for  which 
the  action  was  brought  should  be  delivered  to  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  acted  as  clerk  to  the  plaintiff's  attorney  in  the 
action  of  Winter  v.  Broomheady  and  had  the  management 
thereof. 

The  plaintiff,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his  cause  of 
action,  and  to  entitle  himself  to  the  verdict  of  the  jury  on 
the  issue  first  joined  between  the  parties,  offered  to  give  evi- 
dence that  the  matters  contained  in  the  alleged  libel,  so  far 
as  they  related  to  himself,  were  false,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
the  composing  of  the  alleged  libel,  and  from  thence  to  the 
time  of  the  same  being  read  and  used  as  aforesaid,  the  de- 
fendant well  knew  the  same  were  false.  Whereupon  the 
said  Justice  refused  to  receive  such  evidence  for  the  purpose 
above  mentioned,  and  directed  the  jury  that  it  was  not 
admissible  for  that  purpose,  although  it  would  be  admissible 
for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  damages  in  the  event 
of  the  plaintiff  having  a  lawful  cause  of  action  against  the 
defendant;  and  the  said  Justice  directed  the  jury  that  the 
composing  and  publishing  the  said  alleged  libellous  matter 

pp  2 
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1859.        i°  manner  aforesaid  was  not  a  legal  subject-matter  of  this 

J^""^^      action.     Whereupon  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  made  his 

Henderson  *  * 

V-  exception,  &c. 

BEOOMnSAD.  *■ 

T.  Jones  (with  whom  was  S.  Temple)  argued  for  the 
plaintiff  (a). — The  evidence  was  admissible.    The  object  of 
it  was  to  shew  that  the  defendant  was  actuated  by  express 
malice,  and  that  the  matter  of  the  libel  was  utterly  felse 
—  a  mere  invention  of  the  defendant,  without  any  sort  of 
foundation.     It  is  not  disputed  that,  as  regards  the  parties 
to  a  suit,  neither  can  maintain  an  action  against  the  other 
in  respect  of  a  false  allegation  in  a  proceeding  had  between 
them.     In  such  cases   the   rule  that   an  action  shall  not 
grow  out  of  an  action  applies.     But  there  is  no  case  which 
decides  that  an  action  will  not  lie,  though  the  libel  is  made 
in  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceeding,  where  the  party  com- 
plaining is  a  stranger,  when  there  is  malice  in  fact,  an  indirect 
motive  on  the  part  of  the  libeller,  and  the  libel  is  wholly 
irrelevant.     In  the  present  case  the  summons  was  for  parti- 
culars.     In  support  of  that  summons  the  defendant  made 
an  affidavit  that  the  now  plaintiff  had  behaved  himself  in  a 
treacherous  way.     That  was  not  material  to  the  quesdon 
whether  the  defendant  in  the  action  of  Hunter  v.  Broomkead 
was  entitled  to  particulars.     Bromage  v.  Prosser  {h)  shews 
that  where  the  publication  of  the  libellous  matter  is  primi 
facie  excusable,  evidence  of  ill-will  and  malice  in  fact  maj 
be  given.     The  existence  or  non-existence  of  such  malice 
in  fact  is  the  basis  of  the  distinction  between  privileged 
and  unprivileged  communications.    There  is  neither  neces- 
sity nor  any  ground  of  convenience  for  holding  that  a  party 
to  an  action  may,  in  the  course  of  such  action,  publish 
slanders  on  third  persons  with  impunity.     In  Hodgson  v. 

(a)  Before  Erle^  J.,  WiliiamSy      and  Willes^  J. 
J.,  Crampton,  J.,    Crotcder,    J.,  (6)  4  B.  &  C.  247. 
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Scarlett  (a)  it  was  held  that  an  action  does  not  lie  against        1859. 
a  barrister  for  words  spoken  by  him  as  counsel  in  a  cause.    ^^^^     ' 

^  -^  Henderson 

pertinent  to  the  matter  at  issue.     It  was  not  argued  that  »• 

,     ,  ,  ,         Broomhbad. 

the  words,  being  used  in  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceeding, 

were  privileged.     Had  that  been  the  case,  the  inquiry  as 
to  their  relevancy  would   have  been  out  of  place.     An 
aflSdavit,  or  a  speech  by  a  party  to  the  cause  stands  on  the 
same  footing  as  a  speech  by  counsel.   In  Buckley  v.  Wood(J>) 
it  was  resolved  that  for  words  not  examinable  in  the  Court 
in  which  they  are  published  an  action  lies,  for  that  cannot 
be  in  a  course  of  justice ;  and  the  reason  is  given,  *^  for  the 
(^ourt  has  no  power  or  jurisdiction  to  do  that  which  apper- 
tains to  justice,  nor  to  punish  the  said  offences;  and  if 
such  matters  may  be  inserted  in  bills  exhibited  in  so  high 
and  honourable  a  Court  (c),  in  great  slander  of  the  parties, 
and  they  cannot  answer  it  to  clear  themselves,  nor  have 
their  actions  as  well  to  clear  themselves  of  the  crimes  as  to 
recover  damages  for  the  great  injury  and  wrong  done  to 
them,  great  inconvenience  will  ensue;  but  the  said  libel, 
without  any  remedy  given  the  party,  will  remain  always 
on  record,  to  his  shame  and  infamy,  which  will  be  full 
of  great  inconvenience."    The  privilege  of  defaming  an- 
other  in  the  course  of  a  cause  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
necessity  of  the  case.     [Cromptouy  J. — It  must  not  be  as- 
sumed  that   the   matters  contained   in   this   affidavit  are 
irrelevant     WiUiams^  J.,  referred  to  Lake  v.  King  (rf),  and 
the  note  to  that  case.]     In  Lake  v.  King  the  distinction 
between  cases  where  there  is  malice  in  fact  and  an  indirect 
object,  and  cases  where  there  is  merely  malice  in  law,  is 
not  adverted  to.     Holroyd^  J.,  in  Hodgson  v.  Scarlett  (a), 
said,  if  words  spoken  in  a  course  of  justice  **  be  fair  com- 
ments on  the  evidence,  and  be  relevant  to  the  matter  in 

(a)  1  B.  &  Aid.  232.  (d)  1  Wms.  Saund.  131  b,  and 

(b)  4  Rep.  14  b,  note  1,  ib. 

(c)  The  Star  Chamber. 
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1859.        issue,  then,  unkss  express  maUce  be  sheum^  the  oocanon 
Hehdbrsoh   j^'*fi®8  them.     If,  however,  it  be  proved  that  thej  were  not 
^'  spoken  bona  fide,  or  express  malice  be  shewn,  then  they 

may  be  actionable."  In  Revis  v.  Smith  (a),  which  was  an 
action  brought  in  conformity  with  a  suggestion  in  the  note 
to  Hodgson  v.  Scarlett  {b)^  for  making  the  imputation  fiilsely 
and  without  reasonable  or  probable  cause,  there  was  no 
averment  that  the  defendant  acted  ma]&  fide,  or  that  he 
knew  the  imputation  to  be  untrue ;  and  several  of  the  Judges 
advert  to  this  in  their  judgments.  In  Astky  v.  Young  (c) 
there  was  no  question  as  to  express  or  direct  malice.  In 
Boulton  V.  Clapham  (d)  the  words  spoken  were  a  chaige  by 
one  party  against  the  other.  All  proceedings  in  Courts  of 
justice  may  be  fireely  published  everywhere.  If  it  were  allow- 
able for  any  person  to  utter  in  Court  slanderous  matters 
irrelevant  to  the  questions  before  the  Court,  for  which  he 
could  not  be  indicted  for  peijury,  a  person  might  publish 
any  slander  he  pleased,  ensuring  to  it  the  widest  circuIatioD, 
with  entire  impunity.  [Erie,  J. — Lord  Mai^field  meets  the 
diOBcnlty  alluded  to  by  saying  that  **  the  Court  before  whom 
the  indignity  is  committed  by  immaterial  scandal  may  order 
satisfaction,  and  expunge  it  out  of  the  record,  if  it  be  upon 
record  (e)."] 

Manistt/y  for  the  defendant,  was  not  called  upon  to  aigue. 

Erle,  J. — The  Court  is  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  below  must  be  aflSrmed.  The  question  is,  whe- 
ther an  action  will  lie  against  a  party  who  in  the  course  of 
a  cause  made  an  affidavit  which  contained  matter  scan- 
dalous to  the  present  plaintifi^  ftnd  which  was  fidse  and 

(a)  18  C.  B.  126.  (d)  Sir  W.  Jones,  481. 

[h)  1  B.  &  Aid.  232.  245.  (e)  2  Burr.  810. 

(c)  2  Burr.  807. 
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malicious.     That  is  the  full  extent  to  which  the  allegations 

can  be  made  out     I  do  not  assent  to  the  proposition  that    „ 

the  matters  which  form  the  subject  of  this  charge  were  «• 

,  Bkoomhead, 

irrelevant.  I  can  easily  see  how  they  might  be  relevant. 
Upon  the  record  there  is  a  clear  charge  of  perjury  in  the 
course  of  an  action.  I  assume  the  charge  to  be  true.  The 
question  then  is.  whether,  instead  of  prosecuting  the  person 
who  made  the  affidavit,  for  perjury,  the  party  aggrieved  has 
a  right  to  bring  a  civil  action.  An  action  will  not  lie  for 
defamatory  words  spoken  in  the  course  of  litigation  which 
are  relevant  to  that  litigation.  The  authorities  are  col- 
lected in  the  note  to  L€Jte  v.  King^  1  Wms.  Saund.  131  &, 
note  1,  and  the  general  rule  is  there  stated:  <*No  false  or 
scandalous  matter  contained  in  articles  of  the  peace  exhi- 
bited to  justices  of  the  peace,  or  in  any  other  proceeding 
in  a  regular  course  of  justice,  will  make  it  libellous.'* 
Several  authorities  are  cited ;  they  extend  over  many 
centuries  down  to  the  time  when  the  learned  annotator 
collected  them.  In  Astley  v.  Young  (a),  where  such  an 
action  was  brought  in  the  Court  of  Ring's  Bench  in  Lord 
Matufield^s  time,  that  learned  Judge  endeavoured  to  stop 
the  counsel  by  saying,  **  Shew  that  a  matter  given  in  evidence 
in  a  Court  of  justice  may  be  prosecuted  in  a  civil  action  as 
a  libel.  The  Court,  indeed,  before  which  such  evidence  is 
given  may  censure  it''  The  party  may  be  punished,  and 
the  abuse  repressed  by  a  prosecution  for  perjury,  the  result 
of  which  is  to  make  the  defendant  infamous  if  he  is  con- 
victed. It  is  said  that  the  civil  remedy  should  be  allowed 
for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  party  injured.  But 
the  balance  of  inconvenience  is  strong  against  such  an 
action.  Witnesses  would  be  subjected  to  peril.  A  party 
might  be  allowed,  by  his  own  single  testimony  against  the 
oath  of  the  witness,   to  obtain  a  verdict  and   get  large 

(a)  2  Burr.  810. 
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1859.       damages,  whereas  the  rule  of  law  is  that  an  oath  sbtll 
—^^^"^^^      never  be  deemed  false  or  the  witness  penured  on  the  i«- 

Hekdesbov  ... 

9'  supported  testimony  of  a  sinele  witness.     But  if  this  action 

lies,  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence  would  apply  to  it.  Toe 
case  of  Bems  v.  Smith  (a)  is  a  very  recent  authority  that 
though  an  affidavit  made  in  a  judicial  proceeding  is  false, 
slanderous  and  malicious,  no  action  will  lie  against  the 
party  making  it  We  have  therefore  a  large  collection  of 
cases  where  from  time  to  time  parties  have  attempted  to 
get  damages  in  cases  like  the  present,  but  in  no  one  in- 
stance has  the  action  ever  been  held  to  be  maintainable. 
If  for  centuries  many  persons  have  attempted  to  get  a 
remedy  for  injuries  like  the  present,  and  there  is  an  entire 
absence  of  authority  that  such  remedy  exists,  it  shews  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  those  who  have  held  the  place  which 
we  do  now,  that  such  an  action  is  not  maintainable.  The 
direction  of  the  learned  Judge  was  therefore  right,  and  the 
verdict  properly  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Williams,  J. — I  will  only  add  one  reason  why  the  rule 
of  law  may  have  been  established  as  it  now  is.  In  Cutler 
V.  Dixon  (b)  it  was  adjudged  that  if  one  exhibits  articles  to 
justices  of  the  peace,  **  in  this  case  the  party  shall  not  have 
for  any  matter  contained  in  such  articles  any  action  upon 
the  case,  for  they  have  pursued  the  ordinary  course  of  jus- 
tice in  such  cases,  and  if  actions  should  be  permitted  in 
such  cases,  those  who  have  just  cause  for  complaint  would 
not  dare  to  complain  for  fear  of  infinite  vexation."  So 
here,  if  this  action  could  be  maintained,  it  would  tend  very 
much  to  discourage  witnesses  from  giving  evidence  by  the 
fear  of  infinite  vexation. 

Crompton,  J.— I  also  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment 
(a)  18  C.  B.  126.  (6)  4  Rep.  14*. 
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in  the  Court  below  was  right.     Evidence  was  tendered  to       1859. 
shew  express  malice  on  the  part  of  the  defendant     My      ^— ^-v^-^ 

*^  ^  •  "^     Henderson 

brother  Martin  held  that,  even  if  the  slanderous  matter  o. 

Bboomuead. 

was  proved  to  be  malicious  and  false  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  defendant,  the  action  would  not  lie.  No  action  will 
lie  for  words  spoken  or  written  in  the  course  of  any  judicial 
proceeding.  In  spite  of  all  that  can  be  said  against  it,  we 
find  the  rule  acted  upon  from  the  earliest  times.  The  mis- 
chief would  be  immense  if  the  person  aggrieved,  instead  of 
preferring  an  indictment  for  perjury,  could  turn  his  com- 
plaint into  a  civil  action.  By  universal  assent  it  appears 
that  in  this  country  no  such  action  lies.  CressweU^  J., 
pointed  out,  in  Revis  v.  Smith  (a)y  that  the  inconvenience  is 
much  less  than  it  would  be  if  the  rule  were  otherwise. 
The  origin  of  the  rule  was  the  great  mischief  that  would 
result  if  witnesses  in  Courts  of  justice  were  not  at  liberty 
to  speak  freely,  subject  only  to  the  animadversion  of  the 
Court.  The  attempts  to  obtain  redress  for  defamation 
having  failed,  an  effort  was  made  in  Itevis  v.  Smith  to  sus- 
tain an  action  analogous  to  an  action  for  malicious  prose- 
cution. That  seems  to  have  been  done  in  despair.  The 
rule  is  inflexible  that  no  action  will  lie  for  words  spoken  or 
written  in  the  course  of  giving  evidence. 

Crowder,  J. — The  case  of  Revis  v.  Smith  was  argued 
most  elaborately.  The  question  was  put  and  was  un- 
answered— Is  there  any  authority  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  action  for  defamation  in  respect  of  matters  given  in 
evidence  in  a  judicial  proceeding?  That  was  an  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  the  difiiculty  as  to  the  action  for  defamation ; 
but  the  Court  thought  that  it  was  a  matter  of  public  policy 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  an  action.     It  was  a 

(a)  18  C.  B.  126. 
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r. 
Broom  HEAD. 


novel  attempt  to  obtain  a  civil  remedy  fcNr  that  which  had 
never  been  allowed  to  be  the  ground  of  an  action. 


WiLLE8»  J.,  had  left  the  Court. 


Judgment  aflBrmcd 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER, 

{Error  Jram  tlie  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


JmiulB 


Tub  New  Brunswick  akd  Canada  Land  and  Railway 
Company  (Limited)  v.  Muggeridge. 

J.  HIS  was  a  proceeding  in  error  upon  the  judgment  of  die 
Court  of  Exchequer,  on  a  special  case.  The  case  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  below  will  be  found  anie^  p.  160. 

Schedule, 

TaUe  B.  ( 1,)  '^  No  person  shall  he  deemed  to  have  aooeoted  any  share  in  the  Company,  nnloi 
be  has  testified  his  acceptance  thereof  by  writing  nndar  his  naiid  in  inch  form  ■■  the  Company  from 
time  to  time  directs."  In  July  1856,  a  prospectus  of  a  Company  was  issued  at  the  foot  of  which 
was  a  form  of  application  for  shares.  By  the  prospectus  it  was  stated  that  all  applieatioas  mast 
be  accompanied  by  a  remittance  of  2/.  per  share  oeposit  on  the  number  of  sbarea  applied  fcr ; 
and  should  any  less  number  be  allotted  the  amount  paid  in  excess  would  be  retoiiied.  The 
defendant  paid  to  the  bankers  of  the  proposed  Company  60(UL,  and  filled  op  and  teat  to  ^ 
directors  the  printed  form  at  the  foot  of  the  prospectus,  as  follows  : — **  Gentlemen,— Hafing 


By  the  Joint 
Stock  Com- 
panics  Act, 
1856,  (19  &  20 
Vict.  c.  47,) 


nim  lOOiL  the  balance  of  his  deposit.  In  August,  1 856,  a  printed  copy  of  the  memorandom  and 
articles  of  association,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  form  of  memorandum  to  be  aagaed  by  a  penoa 
accepting  shares  and  consenting  to  be  registered  as  a  shareholder,  was  sent  to  the  defcndaaL 
The  Company  was  registered,  and  a  certificate  of  incorporation  was  given  under  the  Joint  Stock 
Companies  Acts,  18^  1857,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1856.  In  April  1857,  the  secretary 
of  the  Company  wrote  to  the  defendant  that  the  warrant  for  interest  on  his  shares  was  ready, 
and  offering  to  forward  it  on  receiving  the  articles  of  association  signed.  The  defendant,  by 
letter  signed  by  him,  applied  for  the  interest  warrant  and  hb  share  certificates.  The  secretary 
wrote  in  answer  enclosing  a  printed  copy  of  the  articles  of  association  for  tbe  defendant^  ffgv&- 
ture,  stating  that  on  receipt  of  it  he  would  forward  the  share  certificates  and  interest  warrants. 
The  defendant  lurer  signed  the  memorandum  of  consent  to  be  a  skartkolder^  but  bis  name  wm 
placed  on  the  register  of  shareholders  in  respect  of  the  shares  allotted  to  him.  In  an  action  for 
calls : — He/dy  by  tbe  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Cowt  of 
Exchequer),  that,  assuming  it  to  be  found  as  a  fact  that  tbe  Company  haio  directed  tbe  accept- 
ance of  shares  to  be  in  the  form  appended  to  the  articles  of  association,  the  defendant  was  not  a 
shareholder  in  the  Com^^any. 
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Bavillf  with  whom  was  Macaulay^  now  argued  for  the        1859. 
plaiDtifik — The  question  is,  whether  the  defendant  was  a      ^'^     ' 
shareholder  in  the  Company.     By  the  Joint  Stock  Com-    Brunswick 

AND 

panics  Act,  1856,  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47,  s.  9,  the  memoran-       Canada 

J  p  '  \'  1  -ji  •!/•  Railway  Co. 

dum  ot  association  may  be  accompanied  by  articles  oi  asso-  «. 

ciation,  signed  by  the  subscribers  to  the  memorandum  of  ^^®■'^^'^■• 
association ;  but  if  no  such  regulations  are  prescribed,  or  so 
far  as  the  same  do  not  extend  to  modify  the  regulations 
contained  in  the  Table  marked  B.  in  the  schedule,  such 
regulations  are  to  be  deemed  the  regulations  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  shall  bind  the  Company  to  the  same  extent  as  if 
they  had  been  inserted  in  the  articles  of  association,  and  such 
articles  had  been  registered.  The  1 9th  section  enacts  that 
<<  every  person  who  has  accepted  any  share  in  a  Company 
registered  under  that  Act,  and  whose  name  is  entered  in 
the  register  of  the  shareholders,  shall  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act  be  deemed  to  be  a  shareholder.'*     In  Table  B., 

Regulations  for  the  management  of  the  Company"  (1). 

No  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  accepted  any  share  in 
the  Company  unless  he  has  testified  his  acceptance  thereof 
by  writing  under  his  hand,  in  such  form  as  the  Company 
from  time  to  time  directs."  By  section  16  the  Company  is 
to  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  the  shareholders,  and  the 
shares  held  by  each  of  them.  And  by  section  26  the 
register  is  made  evidence  of  any  matter  by  the  Act  directed 
or  authorized  to  be  inserted  therein.  Here  the  name  of  the 
defendant  is  on  the  register.  That  is  evidence  that  he  is  a 
shareholder.  The  defendant  answers  that  he  has  not  ac- 
cepted the  shares  in  the  manner  prescribed.  If  he  is  right, 
a  person  who  has  received  dividends  and  paid  calls  for  many 
years  may  turn  round  and  say  that  he  is  not  a  shareholder 
on  account  of  some  informality  in  the  signing  of  the  con- 
sent to  become  a  shareholder.     [Cromptoriy  J. — All  these 
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1859.  inconveniences  are  incurred  because  the  legislatare  thoaght 
^^^  '  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  a  line  drawn  de- 
Bbuxswick  fining  accurately  who  are  and  who  are  not  shareholders.  ] 
Canada  The  defendant  comes  within  the  definition  of  a  sbare- 
9.  '  holder  in  the  16th  section.  It  is  clear  that  he  has  accepted 
shares  in  the  Company,  because  he  received  back  100/. 
of  his  deposit,  was  content  with  the  250  shares  allotted  to 
him,  and  applied  for  his  interest  and  share  certificates  in 
respect  of  them.  In  YellandCs  Case  (a)  a  joint  stock  Com- 
pany having  been  completely  registered,  Yelland  applied 
for  and  accepted  shares,  and  paid  a  deposit  The  Com- 
pany's deed  required  that  on  its  execution  the  names  of  the 
parties  executing  should  be  entered  on  the  list  of  share- 
holders and  be  returned  to  the  Stamp  Office,  and  thence- 
forth they  should  have  the  privileges  and  be  subject  to  the 
liabilities  of  shareholders.  Yelland  did  not  execute  the  deed, 
but  the  directors  entered  and  returned  his  name.  Vice 
Chancellor  Parker  held  that  his  name  was  properly  placed 
on  the  register  of  shareholders.  [fFilks,  J. — The  question 
there  was,  whether  the  petitioner-  was  liable  as  a  contribu- 
tory. A  person  may  be  a  contributory,  though  not  a 
shareholder.  When  the  case  came  before  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  Lord  Cranwarth  treated  the  petitioner  as  not 
being  a  shareholder,  and  expressly  said  that  he  was  not 
liable  at  law.]  It  does  not  appear  in  the  present  case  that 
the  form  testifying  acceptance  of  shares  had  been  pre- 
scribed by  the  Company.  The  case  does  not  state  that 
there  was  any  general  regulation  of  the  Company,  or  anv 
provision  in  the  articles  of  association  to  that  effecL  To  the 
articles  of  association  a  form  of  assent  was  appended,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  subscription  to  this  was  deemed  abso- 

(a)  5  De  Gex  &  S.  395  ;  S.  C.  on  appeal,  21  L.  J.  Chan.  852. 
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lulely  essential  by  the  Company.  [  Willes,  J. — The  case  shews        1859. 
that  the  form  was  sent  to  the  defendant  by  the  authority  of      ^'^    ' 
the  Company.]     The  Company  are  a  different  body  from     Bbdkswxck 
the  directors,  or  the  secretary.     [^CromptoUy  J. — From  time       Canada 
to  time  they  issued  a  printed  form,  with  directions  how  it  9. 

was  to  be  filled  up.]  Supposing  that  the  defendant  is  not 
a  shareholder,  he  may  be  estopped  from  setting  up  that  as 
against  the  plaintiffs :  The  Cheltenham  and  Great  Western 
Union  Railway  v.  Daniel  (aj,  The  Sheffield^  Ashton-under- 
hyne  and  Manchester  Railway  Company  v.  Woodcock  (£). 
[^Crompton^  J. — In  none  of  those  cases  were  there  negative 
words  like  those  in  the  present  case,  viz.,  that  no  person  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  accepted  shares  unless  he  has  accepted  in 
a  particular  form.]  The  words  may  be  satisfied  by  holding 
them  to  mean  that  the  party  shall  not  be  entitled  to  divi- 
dends unless  he  accepts  in  the  manner  prescribed,  but  the 
Company  may  waive  it  In  the  Waterford^  Wexford^  Wick- 
low  and  Dublin  Railway  Company  v.  Pidcoch  (c)  the  shares 
were  allotted  only  on  condition  that  the  deed  should  be  ex- 
ecuted.— They  also  referred  to  Ex  parte  Coohney  (d). 

Vernon Har court  {yiiih  whom  was  ^W^),  for  the  defendant, 
was  not  called  upon  to  argue. 

Erle,  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  ought 
to  be  affirmed.  It  must  be  assumed  that  the  Court  below 
found  as  a  fact  that  the  Company  had  directed  that  the  accept- 
ance of  shares  should  be  in  the  form  appended  to  the  articles 
of  association.  The  judgment  in  the  Court  below  proceeds 
on  that  ground.  The  argument  of  Mr.  Bovill  was  directed 
to  the  question  of  fact.     Assuming  the  fact  to  be  found,  we 

(a)  2  Q.  B.  281.  (c)  8  Exch.  279. 

{h)  7  M.  &  W.  574.  (cO  28  L.  J.,  Chan.  12. 


584  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

1859.        di^  bound  to  give  the  same  judgment  here.     This  case  is 

^"tr^"*^      distinguishable  from  those  where  persons  have  been  held 

Brunswiok    liable  as  shareholders  by  estoppel,  because  in  none  of  the 

AHD  ^  . 

Canada       acts  of  parliament  under  which  the  questions  have  arisen 
9.       '  has  there  been  language  similar  to  that  here,  viz.,  that  **no 
person  shall  be  deemed  a  shareholder  "  unless  he  has  com- 
plied with  the  requisitions  of  the  Act. 

Williams,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  we 
must  assume  that  the  Company  had  directed  the  acceptance 
of  shares  to  be  in  the  form  appended  to  the  meroorandam 
of  association. 

Crompton,  J.,  Crowdeb,  J.,  and  Willes,  J.,  concurred 

Judgment  affirmed. 


(Bxcffttiun  iSitpovts. 
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Solomon  v.  The  Master,  Wardens  and  Freemen  and        1859. 
Commonalty  of  the  Mystery  of  Vintners  in  the      V^'"^ 

June  1. 

City  of  London. 

JL  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated  that,  before  the  The  plaintiff 
grievances,  &c.,  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  two  houses  ad-  of  a  boose 
joining  each  other,  known  as  2,  Pilgrim  Street,  and  3,  Pilgrim  ha?ingVde- 
Street,  under  leases  thereof  respectively,  as  tenant  thereof  JhewMt^ Next 
for  certain  terms  of  years  then  unexpired,  which  said  houses  J?JMp^**°" 
then  were  ancient  houses,  and  more  than  twenty  years  old ;  *^°®  belonging 

•^  -^  to  another 

and,  at  and  before  the  commission  of  the  grievances,  the  said  penon,  which 

adjoined  a 

houses,  and  each  of  them,  of  right  leant  on  and  were  sup-  bouse  belong- 
ported  by  certain  houses  and  buildings  of  the  defendants ;  d^endants. 
and  the  plaintiff,  in  respect  of  his  possession  of  the  said  th^rty^ean 
houses  respectively,  then  of  right  had  and  enjoyed,  and  hotisM^had 
still  of  right  ought  to  have  and  enjoy,  support  from  the  **^"  ^dl  *^ V*** 

leaning  to- 
irirds  the  west.  There  was  no  evidence  how  the  leaning  originated,  bnt  it  might  have  been 
seen  bv  any  person  passing  in  the  street.  It  did  not  appear  when  the  houses  were  built,  or  that 
there  nad  been  any  connection  between  them  either  in  title,  possession,  or  occupation.  The 
lease  of  the  defendants'  house,  which  was  the  lowest  or  westernmost,  having  expired,  and  the 
boose  being  out  of  repair,  the  defendants  agreed  with  one  R.  that  R.  should  pull  down  the 
boose  and  rebuild  it,  and  that  the  defendants  would  then  grant  R.  a  lease.  R.  pulled  down  the 
defendants*  bouse.  The  house  adjoining  sank  further  towards  the  west,  and  the  plaintiff's  house, 
having  lost  its  support,  then  fell  down. 

Held,  that,  the  defendants*  house  not  adjoining  the  plaintiff's  house,  the  plaintiff  had  acquired 
10  right  to  have  his  house  supported  by  the  defendants*  house. 

Qtutre,  whether  he  would  have  acquired  any  such  right  if  the  plaintiff's  house  had  immediately 
•&>ined  the  defendants*  house. 

P6r  Bnxmwelly  B.,  that  there  was  nothing  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff's  enjoyment  of  support 
for  hit  house  by  the  defendants'  house  had  Men  open  and  as  of  right. 
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1859.        said  houses  and  buildings  of  the  defendants:  Yet  the  de- 

^^""^     '      fondants  pulled  down  and  caused  to  be  pulled  down,  and 

,^    »  removed  and  took  away  and  caused  to  be  removed  and 

Vintners'  "^ 

Com  PANT,  taken  awaj,  the  support  which  the  plaintiff  of  right  had, 
whereby,  and  by  such  removal  of  the  support,  the  defend- 
ants caused  the  plaintiff's  two  houses  to  fall  down,  and  in 
the  fall  the  houses  broke  and  destroyed  the  plaintiff's  goods 
then  in  the  said  houses,  whereby  the  plaintiff  not  only  lost 
his  goods  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  houses  during  the 
term,  but  has  become  liable  to  the  landlords  under  the 
covenants  in  his  leases  to  keep  and  leave  in  repair  the  said 
houses. 

Second  count — That  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  griev- 
ances, was  possessed  of  a  house,  known  as  2,  Pilgrim  Street, 
as  tenant  thereof  for  a  term  of  years  then  unexpired,  whidi 
said  house  was  then  an  ancient  house  more  than  twenty 
years  old:  that  the  house  of  the  plaintiff  then  of  right 
leaned  on  and  was  supported  by  a  certain  ancient  house 
thereto  next  adjoining  called  or  known  as  1,  Pilgrim  Street, 
and  the  plaintiff,  in  respect  of  the  possession  of  his  house 
2;  Pilgrim  Street,  then  of  right  had  and  enjoyed,  and  still 
of  right  ought  to  have  and  enjoy,  support  from  the  house 
then  next  adjoining,  called  1,  Pilgrim  Street ;  and  the  boose 
called  1,  Pilgrim  Street,  was  an  ancient  house  and  more 
than  twenty  years  old;  and  the  said  house  called  1, 
Pilgrim  Street  then  of  right  leaned  on  and  was  supported 
by  certain  houses  and  buildings  of  the  defendants  next 
adjoining  thereto,  and  of  right  had  and  enjoyed,  and  still 
of  right  ought  to  have  and  enjoy,  support  from  the  said 
houses  and  buildings  of  the  defendants.  And  the  plaintiff's 
house  called  2,  Pilgrim  Street  then  of  right  leaned  on 
and  was  supported  by  the  said  houses  and  buildings  of  the 
defendants  through  the  said  house  1,  Pilgrim  Street 
And   the   plaintiff,   in    respect  of  his   house    2,   Pilgrim 
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Street,  then  of  right  had  and  enjoyed,  and  still  of  right 
ought  to  have  and  enjoy,  support  for  his  house  from  the 
said  houses  and  buildings  of  the  defendants  through 
the  said  house  1,  Pilgrim  Street:  Yet  the  defendants, 
knowing  the  premises,  negligently  and  improperly  pulled 
down,  and  caused  to  be  pulled  down  the  said  houses  and 
buildings  of  the  defendants,  and  removed  and  took  away, 
and  caused  to  be  removed  and  taken  away  the  support 
which  the  said  house  1,  Pilgrim  Street  then  of  right  had, 
and  the  support  which  the  plaintiff  then  of  right  had  for 
his  said  house ;  whereby,  and  by  which  removal  of  the  sup- 
port, and  by  the  careless,  negligent  and  improper  manner 
in  which  the  houses  of  the  defendants  were  pulled  down, 
the  defendants  caused  the  said  house  1,  Pilgrim  Street, 
to  give  way,  and  thereby  deprived  the  plaintiff  of  the  sup- 
port which  his  house  2,  Pilgrim  Street  then  had  firom  the 
house  1,  Pilgrim  Street  aforesaid  and  from  the  defendants* 
houses  and  buildings,  and  by  so  depriving  the  plaintiff's 
said  house  of  such  support  caused  it  to  fall  down,  and  in 
the  said  fidl  the  house  broke  and  destroyed  the  plaintiff's 
goods. — There  was  a  third  count  which  was  similar  to  the 
second,  relating  to  3,  Pilgrim  Street 

Pleas. — First :  Not  guilty.  Second :  That  there  was  no 
such  right  of  support  as  alleged.  Whereupon  issues  were 
joined. 

At  the  trial,  before  Martin^  B.,  at  the  London  Sittings 
after  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  defendants  were 
the  owners  of  two  houses,  12  and  13,  Broadway,  the 
back  of  which  abutted  on  the  west  side  of  I,  Pilgrim 
Street  The  plaintiff  was  the  lessee  and  occupier  of  Nos.  2 
and  3,  Pilgrim  Street  The  whole  block  of  houses  in 
Pilgrim  Street  had  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  leaned  con- 
siderably from  east  to  west,  and  rested  against  the  de- 
fendants* houses  in  Broadway.     It  was  proved  that  the 

VOL.  IV. — V.  8.  Q  Q  BXCH. 
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defendants'  houses  were  out  of  the  perpendicalaTy  leaning 
to  the  westward,  the  top  of  the  wall  OTcrhanging  about 
fifteen  inches  in  that  direction.  The  condition  of  the 
houses  in  this  respect  was  obvious  to  persons  passing  in  the 
street,  and  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  Companj 
had  been  particularly  called  to  it  about  four  years  pre- 
Tiously.  The  projection  of  the  defendants*  houses  was  said 
to  have  been  caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  houses  in  Pil- 
grim Street  The  houses  12  and  13,  Broadway,  being  out 
of  repair,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  defendants, 
dated  the  14th  of  May,  1857,  by  which  the  defendants 
agreed  with  one  Robins  that,  when  12  and  13,  Brosd- 
way  should  have  been  pulled  down  and  new  houses  should 
have  been  built  on  the  sites  thereof  they  would  grant  him 
a  lease  of  the  premises  for  sixty  years,  and  Robins^  *'&r 
himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  awaigns,  did 
thereby  agree  with  J.  Lomas,  as  agent  duly  authorised  and 
appointed  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  and  his 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  that  Robins  would  at 
his  own  costs  pull  down  the  said  messuages,"  &c.  And 
Robins  further  covenanted  **  that  he  would  indemnify  and 
keep  indemnified  the  said  Company,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  firom  all  costs,  charges,  damages  and  expenses 
attending,  or  which  may  be  incurred  by  the  pulling  down 
the  said  messuages  or  tenements  and  the  party  walls  thereof 
or  any  or  either  of  them,  or  in  any  wise  relating  thereta" 
In  pursuance  of  this  agreement  Robins  pulled  down 
12  and  13,  Broadway,  and  in  consequence  of  the  with- 
drawal  of  the  support  afforded  by  these  houses,  the  plain- 
tifi^s  houses,  2  and  3,  Pilgrim  Street,  cracked  and  fell  in, 
destroying  the  plaintiff's  stock  in  trade.  Upon  this  evidence 
the  learned  Judge  intimated  his  opinion  that  the  defend- 
ants were  not  liable,  and  directed  a  nonsuit  to  be  entered, 
reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict; 
the  Court  to  have  power  to  make  any  amendment  in  the 
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pleadings  that  might  be  necessary  to  impose  any  liability 
upon  the  defendants  which  could  be  legally  imposed,  if  they 
were  not  liable  on  the  pleadings ;  it  being  to  be  assumed, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  motion,  that  the  houses  fell  by  reason 
of  the  negligent  acts  of  Robins. 

BlackbttrUf  in  Easter  Term  (April  16),  having  obtained 
a  rule  nisi  accordingly. 
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Hawkins  and  Keane  (with  whom  was  Edwin  James)  now 
shewed  cause. — The  first  question  is,  whether,  assuming 
that  the  plaintiff  had  acquired  a  right  of  support,  and  that 
some  person  is  liable  to  him  for  the  damage  he  has  sustained, 
that  liability  attaches  to  the  defendants  or  to  Robins.  Robins 
was  not  the  agent  of  the  defendants,  he  was  acting  for  him- 
self, and  for  his  own  benefit  in  pulling  down  the  houses  in 
Broadway.  The  plaintiff's  right  of  support  was  not  a  right 
against  a  particular  person  (a).  Robins*s  covenant  imposed 
on  him  the  duty  of  taking  down  the  houses  in  a  proper 
manner^  which  would  imply  a  duty  to  put  up  all  proper 
shores  to  prevent  the  adjacent  houses  firom  being  prostrated 
by  his  operation&  If  he  failed  to  put  up  such  shores  it  was 
an  act  of  negligence  on  his  part  for  which  he  may  be  liable, 
but  with  which  the  defendants  had  nothing  to  do.  This 
action  is  therefore  not  maintainable,  unless  upon  the  ground 
that  the  defendants  had  no  right  at  all  to  pull  down  their 
own  old  houses  and  rebuild  new  houses  instead.  But  it  is 
incontestable  that  they  would  have  been  at  liberty  to  do  so 
if  proper  shores  had  been  put  up  to  support  the  adjacent 
houses  during  the  repairs. — Secondly,  the  plaintiff's  houses 
had  acquired  no  right  of  support  No  legal  origin  of  such  a 
right  was  proved,  as  possibly  might  have  been  the  case  had 
it  been  shewn  that  the  plaintiff's  and  the  defendants'  houses 
had  been  built  by  the  same  person,  or  originally  held  under 
(a)  Gale  on  Easements,  313 ;  Dig.  book  8,  tit  5,  c  6,  s.  2. 
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one  title  (a),  or  that  they  ever  had  been  under  a  commcm 

roof  (£).     If  any  easement  exists  at  all  it  is  not  such  as  to 

9.  prevent  the  defendants  from  repairing.     The   Civil  Law 

Vintners*  .  .  .       .  , 

Com  PANT,  recognised  the  "servitus  oneris  ferendi,"  which  imposed  on 
the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement  the  obligation,  not  only 
of  supporting  the  dominant  edifice,  but  also  of  keeping  his 
own  buildings  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  should  enable 
them  to  sustain  the  pressure.  The  mutual  rights  of  the 
dominant  and  servient  tenement,  in  case  it  became  neces- 
sary to  do  repairs  to  the  servient  tenement,  are  thus  stated 
in  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  313 : — ^*  This  obligation  to  repair 
was  however  strictly  construed,  and  did  not  carry  with  it  as 
an  incident  any  obligation  to  furnish  support  to  the  domin- 
ant tenement  during  any  necessary  reparation  of  the  servient 
tenement.  In  this  respect  the  owner  of  the  dominant 
tenement  was  bound  to  take  care  of  himself,  by  shoring  or 
other  means,  or,  if  he  neglected  to  do  so,  *  he  might  take 
down  his  own  house  and  rebuild  it*  when  the  wall  was 
restored  **  (c).  But  in  fact  no  grant  of  any  easement  can 
be  presumed.  According  to  the  law  of  England  it  is  not 
enough  to  raise  a  presumption  of  a  grant  of  a  right  of  sup- 
port, to  shew  that  the  defendants  might  have  known  that 
these  houses  were  all  leaning  one  upon  the  other,  unless  it 
could  be  shewn  that  the  defendants  knew  it  and  had  the  means 
of  resisting  the  exercise  of  the  supposed  right.  In  Gale  on 
Esaements  it  is  said(d) : — ^  Supposing,  however,  that  some 
deviation  from  the  perpendicniar  should  originally  have 
existed,  or  have  been  caused  subsequently  by  the  imperfect 
state  of  the  building,  but  to  so  small  an  extent,  or  in  such 
a  position  as  not  to  be  apparent  to  the  owner  of  the  adjoin- 
ing house,  the  ignorance  of  the  neighbour  would  exclude 

(a)  See  Peyton  v.  The  Mayor  (b)  Grale  on  Easements,  p.  229, 

of  London,  9  B.  &  C.  725  :    per  note  a. 

Lord  Tenterden,  ib.  736.    Gale  on  (e)  Citing  Dig.  bk.  8,  tit.  5, 1. 8. 

Easements,  229.  (d)  Page  229. 
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the  presumption  of  that  'negligence  and  patience'  from 
which  alone  his  consent  to  the  imposition  of  the  easement 
could  be  inferred." 

Blackburn  and  Hanyman,  in  support  of  the  rule. — It 
was  proved  that  for  thirty  years  the  block  of  houses  in 
Pilgrim  Street,  two  of  which  are  the  plaintiff's  houses,  were 
supported  by  the  defendant's  houses  as  a  buttress,  in  a  manner 
which  was  obvious  and  visible  to  every  one  who  passed  by. 
The  defendants  made  a  contract  with  Robins  by  which  he 
was  bound  to  pull  down  the  buttress  houses,  and  the  sup- 
port being  thus  taken  away  the  plaintiff's  houses  fell.  Now 
the  right  of  support  of  land  in  its  natural  state  is  an  incident 
of  property.  A  right  of  support  for  a  house  by  the  adjacent 
natural  soil  is  an  easement  which  may  be  acquired  by 
twenty  years'  enjoyment.  And  in  like  manner  a  right  to 
artificial  support,  that  is  by  another  house,  may  be  gained 
by  twenty  years'  enjoyment.  On  this  subject  Mr,  Gale 
says  (p.  228): — ''A  question  of  equal  practical  importance^ 
but  presenting  greater  difficulties,  and  not  elucidated  by 
any  direct  authority,  arises  where  the  owner  of  an  ancient 
house  claims  a  right  to  have  it  lean  against  and  be  sup- 
ported by  the  house  of  his  neighbour.  The  obstacle  to  the 
acquisition  of  this  easement  by  user  arises  from  the  natural 
secrecy  of  the  mode  of  its  enjoyment  and  the  consequent 
difficulty  of  shewing  that  it  has  been  had  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement  *  *  *  If  the 
manner  of  imposing  the  pressure  be  of  such  a  manifest  and 
visible  nature  as  to  afford  the  requisite  indication  to  the 
adjoining  owner,  it  would  appear  that  an  easement  of  this 
kind  may  be  acquired  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other 
easements."  [Pollock,  C.  B. — The  instance  he  puts  of  a 
beam  inserted  into  a  neighbour's  wall  is  a  very  different 
matter.]  There  was  ample  evidence  of  the  defendants' 
knowledge  of  the  support  which  the  plaintiff's  houses  were 
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enjoying.    It  would  h«?e  been  no  answer  diat  the  defend- 
ants could  not  have  interfieied  with  the  support  without 
pulling  down  their  own  houses.    In  Goj/fmrd  t.  iWcisBr(fl) 
Lord  Waaleydale  said,  "^  This  is  not  a  case  in  which  the 
plaintiff  has  the  right  to  the  support  of  the  defendant^  soil 
(which  in  that  case  was  made  giound)^  either  by  Tiitne  of 
a  twenty  years*  occupation,  or  by  reason  of  a  praaumed 
grant  or  by  a  presumed  reserration  where  both  houses 
were  originally  in  the  possesion  of  the  same  ownerr  i^ft- 
plying  that  in  each  of  those  cases  a  grant  might  hsve  beea 
presumed.     The  efiect  of  the  dedsions  in  BumiMAam  ▼. 
WUMon  (6)   and  Humpkriei  v.  Brogdem  (e)  is  that,  prim! 
iade,  the  right  of  support  must  be  presumed  to  be  absolute, 
though,  if  evidence  be  given  that  the  right  is  qualified,  the 
qualification  is  effectuaL     It  is  not  to  be  preanmed  that 
the  grant  of  support  by  the  defendants  was  subject  to  any 
exception.   The  leaning  of  the  several  houses  on  eadi  other 
was  as  obvious  as  the  pressnre  of  a  set  of  chamben  on  the 
top  floor  of  ahouseupon  the  several  floors  below.  If  insodi 
a  case  the  ground  floor  was  pulled  down  and  the  rooms  above 
prostrated,  the  owner  of  the  top  floor  would  have  a  right  of 
action  against  theowner  of  the  ground  floor.    A  similar  right 
of  support  has  been  acquired  in  the  pnesent  case.  For  the  pur- 
poses of  this  rule  itmust  be  taken  to  be  proved  that  for  twenty 
years  the  plaintiff's  houses  leant,  through  No.  1,  Pilgrim 
Street,  on  the  defendants*  houses.  [  ChamuUf  B. — ^In  the  ease 
of  chambers,  the  floors  are  built  at  the  same  time.]    It  is  a 
fidlacy  to  suggest  that  the  defendants  could  not  have  re- 
sisted the  encroachment  by  the  pkintiff^s  houses.     They 
could  have  done  so  by  means  of  the  old  writ  **guod  per^ 
mittatJ'    BateiCs  Case  (d)  shews  that  in  order  to  have  the 
encroachment  removed,  it  would  have  been  enough  to  shew 


(a)  9  Exch.  702.  708. 
(6)  6  E.  &  B.  593 ;   S.  C.  in 
error,  8  E.  &  B.  133. 


(c)  12  Q.  B.  739. 

(d)  9  Eep.  53b.  See  also 
rmddodes  Ctue^  5  R^  101  b. 
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that  it  overhung  the  defendant's  land.  [Martin,  B« — ^The 
plaintiff  did  not  build  into  any  part  of  the  aerial  space  ex- 
tending over  the  ground  belonging  to  the  defendants.]  The 
Vintners'  Company  might  have  declared,  in  an  action  on  the 
case,  that  they  were  owners  of  a  house,  and  that  the  now 
plidntiff  maintained  a  house  in  such  a  position  as  to  push 
the  intervening  house  upon  them.  [Martin,  B. — That  decla- 
ration would  shew  no  cause  of  action  at  all.]  An  action 
would  have  been  maintainable  by  the  defendants  for  the 
original  displacement  of  No.  1  by  No.  2,  against  the  owner 
of  No.  2.  The  right,  having  been  enjoyed  de  &cto,  must 
be  presumed  to  have  had  a  legal  origin,  if  there  ever  was 
any  means  of  resisting  it,  and  a  possible  legal  origin.  If, 
without  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  the  plaintiff  maintained  his 
houses  in  such  a  position  as  to  press  and  weigh  upon  the 
houses  in  Broadway,  that  would  be  ground  for  a  ''quod 
permittat.*  [Bramwellf  B. — Suppose  the  leaning  over  was 
caused  by  the  houses  in  Broadway  giving  way  and  dragging 
with  them  the  plaintiff's  houses,  would  you  say  that  the 
Vintners'  Company  would  have  had  a  cause  of  action  ?] 
An  action  might  have  lain  for  continuing  the  consequent 
encroachment,  though  the  original  trespass  might  have 
been  excused,  as  in  case  of  a  continuing  trespass  when 
the  original  trespass  is  excusable  as  occasioned  by  the 
defect  of  the  plaintiff's  fences.  [PoUock,  C.  B. — If  I 
build  a  wall  at  the  extremity  of  my  land,  and  my 
neighbour  plays  rackets  against  it  for  twenty  years,  is  it 
contended  that  he  would  acquire  a  right  to  have  it  kept 
up  ?  Bramwell,  B.-— Probably  a  right  not  to  have  it  pulled 
down,  if  he  had  used  it  for  that  purpose  as  of  right. 
BramweU,  B.,  referred  to  Rex  v.  Ronetoell  {a)  and  Chauntler 
V.  Robinson  {b)y  and  Pollock,  C.  B.,  to  Arkwright  v.  G^//(c).] 
If  the  weight  of  the  plaintiff's  houses  de  facto  rested  upon 
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the  defendants'  houses  in  Broadway,  the  case  comes  within 
the  Prescription  Act    That  point  did  not  arise  in  Bq/im 
Y.  The  Mayor  of  London  (a>     In  Brown  ▼.  Windwar  (ft)  the 
defendant,  having  twenty-seven  years  previously  given  kave 
to  the  plaintiff  to  rest  his  house  on  the  defendants  waD, 
carelessly  made  an  excavation  by  which  he  weakened  his 
wall  and  consequently  injured  the  plaintiff's  house :  and  it 
was  held  that  an  action  was  maintainable  for  such  injury. 
[Bramwell^  R—  Suppose  the  owner  of  Na  1,  Pilgrim  Street 
had  acquired  a  right  against  the  defendants  and  afterwardi 
released  it,  could  the  plaintiff  have  prevented  him  from 
doing  so  ?]     In  Stamett  v.  JoUard  (c)  Lord  JEBembifnmgk 
held  that  where  a  man  had  built  to  the  extremity  of  hii 
soil,  and  had  enjoyed  his  building  above  twenty  years,  upoo 
analogy  to  the  rule  as  to  lights  he  had  acquired  a  right  to 
a  support,  or  as  it  were  of  leaning  to  his  neighbour's  soil, 
so  that  his  neighbour  could  not  dig  so  near  as  to  remove 
the  support;  but  that  it  was  otherwise  of  a  house  newly 
built.     That  is  in  accordance  with  Palmer  v.  Fleshee$  (i() 
and  Hide  v.  Thomborough  {e)  and  the  observations  of  Lord 
Campbell  in  Humphries  v.  Brogden  (/).     The  presumption 
of  a  grant  of  a  right  of  support  in  case  of  a  house  leaning  on 
adjoining  soil  and  acquiring  a  right  of  support  by  such  mA\ 
is  stronger  than  that  which  is  necessary  here.     It  is  not 
easy  to  see  bow  the  owner  of  land  can  prevent  a  build- 
ing erected  on  his  neighbour's  land  adjoining  hb  own 
from   enjoying  support  by   his  own   land.     But,   in  the 
present  case,  the  Vintners'  Company  might  have  effectually 
interfered  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  enjoyment  of 
support.     If  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  of  support,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  support  is  a  wrong  for  which  an  action  lies 
independently  of  any  consequential  damage:   NickUn  v. 


(a)  9  B.  &  C.  725. 

(b)  1  C.  &  J.  20. 

(c)  Selwjn^fl  Nisi  Prius,  435. 


(d)  1  Siderfiii,  167. 

(e)  2Car.  &K.  25a 
(/)  12  Q.  B.  739.  74?. 
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ffilUanu  (a\  Bonomi  ▼.  Backhouse  (A).  If  the  act  is  itself 
unlawful  the  employer  is  responsible^  and  it  is  unimportant 
whether  it  was  done  by  a  contractor  or  a  servant :  Ellis  v. 
The  Sheffield  Gas  Consumers^  Company  (c).  In  ordering 
Robins  to  pull  down  the  house,  the  defendants  should  have 
taken  care  that  in  removing  the  support  of  the  plaintiff's 
house  he  provided  a  substitute.  [Po/foc/l,  C.  B.— Does  it 
amount  to  more  than  this  ? — *'  Take  the  house  down.  Re- 
spect other  people's  rights,  and  make  the  best  of  it.*^ 
Robins  indemnifies  the  Company.  The  defendants  had  a 
right  to  have  their  houses  taken  down  on  certain  conditions, 
which  have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  as  by  the  taking  down 
of  the  wall,  and  not  by  any  negligence  on  Robins's  part,  the 
plaintiff's  houses  were  thrown  down,  the  defendants  are 
liable :  Trawer  v.  Chadwick  (d).  The  defendants  have  pre- 
vented the  enjoyment  of  the  easement  granted  by  them- 
selves, which  they  cannot  lawfully  do:  Gale  on  Easements, 
234, 248.  It  is  su^ested  that  such  an  easement  as  that  now 
claimed  is  unknown  to  the  law  of  England:  the  answer 
is  that  such  an  easement  was  recognised  in  Richards 
V.  Rose  (e)f  where  Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  delivering  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  said: — '*It  seems  to  be  clear  that 
where  a  number  of  houses  are  built  upon  a  plot  of 
ground,  all  the  houses  belonging  to  the  same  person 
being  all  built  together,  and  each  requiring  the  mutual 
support  of  its  neighbours  for  their  common  protection 
and  security,  such  right  of  mutual  support  equally  exists 
whether  the  owner  parts  first  with  one  house  and  then 
with  the  other,  or  with  two  together,  the  ownership  of 
the  latter  being  afterwards  divided."  In  Jh/er  v.  Carter  (/) 
the  existence  of  the  easement  was  less  apparent  than  in  the 
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present  case,  and  yet  it  was  held  that  the  owner  of  the 
servient  tenement  was  bound  to  ascertain  what  easements 
the  owner  of  the  adjoining  hoose  exercised. 

Cur.  adv.  vulL 


The  following  judgments  were  now  delivered 

PoLixxx,  C.  B. — I  have  to  deliver  the  judgment  of 
myself  my  brother  Martin,  and  my  brother  Chammdl;  my 
brother  BrammeU  does  not  difiier  in  the  result,  but  I  beliefe 
he  will  express  his  own  views.  He  agrees  with  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  but  does  not  adopt  all  the  reasons  upon 
which  our  judgment  proceeds. 

The  plainti£P  complained  of  an  injury  oocaaoned  to  his 
dwelling-house  by  the  taking  down  and  removal  of  two 
houses,  the  defendants*  property,  under  the  circumstances 
after  mentioned.  The  fieu^ts  proved  were  these: — ^The 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  a  house  in  Klgrim  Street  in 
the  city  of  London.  His  house  was  built  on  a  hill  having 
a  descent  towards  the  west.  There  was  a  house  next  below 
his  and  adjoining  to  the  plaintiff's  house  beloi^Uig  to  a 
third  person,  and  the  defendants  were  the  owners  of  the 
two  houses  next  adjoining.  One  of  the  defendants'  booses 
was  a  comer  house  of  the  street  For  upwards  of  thirty 
years  the  four  houses  were  all  of  them  out  of  the  perpendi- 
cular, leaning  to  the  west,  and  this  might  have  been  seen 
by  any  one  passing  by.  There  was  no  evidence  how  or 
when  this  occurred  or  when  the  houses  were  built,  or  that 
there  was  any  connexion  between  the  houses  either  in  title, 
occupation,  possession  or  otherwise.  In  1857  the  lease  of 
the  defendants*  houses  expired^  and  they  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Robins,  that  he  should 
pull  them  down  and  erect  two  other  houses  in  their  place, 
and  that,  upon  this  being  done,  they  would  grant  him  a 
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lease  at  an  agreed  rent  Robins  proceeded  to  pull  down 
the  houses  and  in  consequence  damage  was  caused  to  the 
plaintiff's  house.  And  the  question  is  whether  these  fSacts 
shew  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendants.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  argument,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  Robins 
acted  with  negligence.  The  defendants  contended  that  the 
fiicts  before  stated  afforded  no  evidence  that  the  plaintiff 
had  acquired,  or  had,  as  alleged  by  his  declaration,  a  right 
to  have  his  house  in  any  way  supported  by  the  house  of 
the  defendants;  and  that  they  were  not  liable  for  the 
n^igence  of  Robins,  their  contractor,  in  taking  them  down 
under  the  contract  referred  to.  The  plaintiff,  on  the  other 
hand,  contended  that  upon  the  &cts  proved  he  had  acquired 
a  right  to  the  support  of  the  defendants'  houses,  and  that 
if  the  defendants,  by  themselves  or  their  servants,  had 
taken  the  houses  down  and  deprived  the  plaintiff  of  the 
support,  the  very  act  of  removing  the  support  to  which  he 
was  entitled,  however  carefully  done,  would  entitle  him  to 
maintain  an  action  against  the  defendants ;  and  that  the 
taking  down  being  an  act  done  by  Robins  by  their  autho- 
rity and  direction,  was  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  done  by 
themselves.  It  was  admitted  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff  that,  on  the  existing  authorities,  the  defendants 
would  not  be  responsible  for  the  mere  negligence  of  Robins. 
My  brother  Martin  at  the  trial  was  of  opinion  that  the 
defendants  were  not  liable,  and  directed  a  nonsuit,  with 
leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  him, 
in  which  event  it  was  agreed  that  all  further  questions 
should  be  referred  to  an  arbitrator.  A  rule  was  accord- 
ingly obtained  which  came  on  for  argument  in  the  course  of 
last  Term. 

It  seems  now  to  be  well  settled  that  the  right  of 
one  man's  land  to  support  from  the  adjoining  land  is  not 
an  easement  or  in  the  nature  of  an  easement  at  all  but 
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a  natural  right,  like  the  right  to  the  flow  of  the  water  in  a 
natural  river :  Bawbatkam  ▼•  WUion  (a).  But  the  right  to 
support  for  one  building  from  an  adjoining  building  is  ca- 
tainly  not  a  natural  right  It  may  arise  in  different  wa^ 
In  Partridge  v.  ScaU{b\  Alderson,  B.,  in  delivering  die 
judgment  of  the  Court  with  regard  to  a  rig|ht  very  analo- 
gous,  saysy  that  '<  rights  of  this  sort  if  they  can  be  established 
at  all  roust  have  their  origin  in  grant.**  In  RyUm  ▼•  Tke 
Mayor  of  London  (c)  Lord  TerUerden  intimated  that  if  it 
appeared  that  both  houses  were  originally  built  by  the  same 
owner  the  right  to  support  might  exist  In  lUehards  r. 
Rose  (d)  this  Court  held  that,  in  the  latter  case,  such  t 
right  or  easement  did  exist,  and  the  right  was  thus  recog- 
nised by  the  civil  law. 

If  the  house  removed  had  been  the  next  adjoining  the 
plaintifi^'s  we  should  have  felt  much  embarrassed  by  some 
cases  and  dicta.  In  StarueU  v.  Jollard  {e)  and  Hide  v.  7%0ni- 
borougli  {/)  such  a  right  of  support  is  stated  to  be  gained  if 
the  houses  have  stood  for  twenty  years;  and  in  Humphrut 
V.  Brogden  (g)  Lord  Campbell  refers  to  these  cases.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  to  see  how  the  circumstance  of  the  houses 
having  stood  for  twenty  years  makes  any  difference,  or 
creates  a  right  where  houses  are  supposed  to  have  been 
built  by  different  adjoining  land-owners,  each  with  its  own 
separate  and  independent  walls,  but  upwards  of  twenty 
years  ago  one  of  them  got  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and 
leaned  upon  and  was  supported  in  part  by  the  others^ 
so  that  if  the  latter  were  removed  the  other  would  £sill: 
it  cannot  be  a  right  by  prescription,  which  supposes  a  state 
of  things  existing  before  the  time  of  legal  memoiy. 


(a)  8  E.  &  B.  123. 
(h)  3  M.  &  W.  220. 

(c)  9  B.  &  C.  736. 

(d)  9  Exch.  218. 


(e)   Selwyn's  Nisi  Prius,  435. 
(/)  2  Car.  &  K.  250. 
ig)  12  Q.  B.  749. 
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Nor  does  it  seem  to  us  to  be  a  right  under  the  Prescription 
Act,  2  &  3  Wm.  4,  c.  71,  which  has  been  hitherto  confined 
to  rights  in  their  nature  of  a  perpetual  and  permanent 
character,  and  the  ownership  of  which  is  in  fee  simple. 

It  seems  to  us  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  as  to 
origin  or  grant,  the  only  way  in  which  such  a  right  can  be 
supported  is  that  suggested  by  Lord  Campbell  in  Humphries 
▼•  Brogdeny  namely,  an  absolute  rule  of  law  similar  to  that 
which  is  stated  to  have  existed  in  the  civil  law.  But  there 
b  no  authority  for  any  such  rule  to  be  found,  at  least  none 
was  stated  to  us.  Lord  Campbell  compares  it  to  a  right  to 
light  But  that  right  is  created  by  the  express  enactment 
of  the  3rd  section  of  the  statute  before  referred  to.  And 
it  seems  contrary  to  justice  and  reason  that  a  man,  by 
building  a  weak  house  adjoining  to  the  house  of  his  neigh- 
bour, can,  if  the  weak  house  gets  out  of  the  perpendicular 
and  leans  upon  the  adjoining  house,  thereby  compel  hb 
neighbour  either  to  pull  down  his  own  house  within  twenty 
years,  or  to  bring  some  action  at  law,  the  precise  nature  of 
which  is  not  very  clear;  otherwise  it  is  said,  an  adverse 
right  would  be  acquired  against  him. 

But  these  questions  we  refer  to  because  they  were 
matters  of  argument  at  the  bar.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
decide  them  in  the  present  case.  The  defendants'  houses 
were  not  next  adjoining  the  plaintiff's ;  there  was  an  inter- 
mediate one,  and  it  is  necessary  to  consider  whether  any 
of  the  grounds  suggested  as  creating  a  right  are  supporteil 
by  the  evidence.  As  to  any  right  arising  from  the  non- 
removal  of  the  defendants'  houses  (assuming  it  to  be  that 
a  man  who  has  a  house  suitable  for  his  own  purposes  must 
pull  it  down  within  twenty  years,  otherwise  his  neighbour, 
whose  house  may  lean  upon  it,  would  gain  an  adverse  right 
of  support),  the  evidence  is  defective,  for  it  is  plain  that, 
during  much  the  greater  part  of  the  thirty  years  during 
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which  the  houses  were  oat  of  the  perpendicular,  the  de- 
fendants' houses  were  in  the  possession  of  tenants  under 
leases.  The  defendants  could  not  have  pulled  them  down 
if  they  had  been  disposed  to  do  so. 

But  it  was  strongly  argued  that  the  defendants  n^|it 
have  maintained  an  action  against  the  plaintiff  during  tin 
first  twenty  years  of  the  leaning  of  his  house.    Whaa 
a  house  built  upon  the  edge  of  a  man's  land  gets  out 
of  the  perpendicular,  and  leans  or  hangs  over  his  wS^ 
hour's  land,  it  no  doubt  occupies  a  space  belonging  to  Ui 
neighbour,  the  rule  of  law  being,  cufus  ett  sobtm  gia  0i 
usque  ad  caelum.    But,  assuming  the  neighbour  could  nuit* 
tain  an  action  to  recover  the  space,  or  for  interfering  wi& 
it,  the  defendants  could  not  have  maintained  an  acdoi 
for  the  plaintiff's  use  of  the  projection  over  the  soS  sf 
the  intervening  owner.    It  was  said,  however,  that  [xiorf0 
the  1st  of  June,  1835,  now  twenty-four  years  ago^  a  writof   j 
quod  permittat  might  have  been  brought;  but  even  if  Ail    ' 
were  so  it  would  be  of  no  avail,  for  during  fourteen  of  % 
twenty  years  this  action  has  been  abolished.    It 
that  since  then  an  action  on  the  case  might  have 
brought    But  we  apprehend  that,  upon  the  evidenoe  ift 
thb  case,  the  defendants  could  have  maintained  nonk 
action.  There  was  no  evidence  how  the  leaning  originsliL 
It  may  have  been  that  the  defendants'  houses  were-  thi 
first  to  give  way,  and  that  this  was  caused  by  Bomt 
vation  in  the  street  for  which  they  were  in  no  wise 
sible,  and  that  the  getting  out  of  the  perpendicular  of  thi 
plaintiff's  house  originated  from  the  same  cause.    Ui 
such  circumstances  we  think  the  defendants  could  not 
maintained  an  action  on  the  case  against  the  plaintiS    S 
the  only  evidence  had  been  that  in  this  case,  we  enleitaa 
no  doubt  the  Judge  would  have  been  bound  to  have  held 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury. 
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The  question  therefore  really  comes  to  this — is  there  any 
authority  in  the  law  for  the  existence  of  such  a  right  as  that 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff  ?  We  find  none  where  the  houses 
do  not  adjoin^  and  although  we  possibly  might  have  acted 
upon  the  cases  before  referred  to^  if  the  circumstances  had 
been  the  same,  we  are  not  disposed  to  extend  the  principle 
further  than  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  by  authority.  IS 
there  be  such  a  rule  of  law  as  that  suggested  by  Lord 
Campbell  in  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  the  plaintiff's  contention 
may  be  right  But,  as  already  observed,  we  have  not  been 
referred  to,  and  are  not  aware  of  any  authority  to  this 
effect,  llie  rule,  therefore,  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit  will  be 
discharged. 
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Solomon 

9, 
ViNTNBRB' 

CoMPAirr. 


Bra  M WELL,  B. — I  think  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
chai^d,  and  I  do  not  dissent  from  any  reason  given  by  my 
Lord  for  discharging  the  rule.   But  the  reasons  there  given 
seemto  roe  to  involve  questions  of  very  great  difiSculty  and 
importance,  and  I  would  rather  not  pronounce  an  opinion 
on  them  without  a  great  deal  more  consideration  than  I 
have  been  able  to  give  them.    I  certainly  would  not  do 
it  in  any  case  without  some  necessity  for  so  doing,  which 
I  do  not  see  here,  because  there  is  ground  upon  which 
the  defendants  are  entitled  to  our  judgment ;  and  it  is  this. 
Where  a  house  leans  as  this  does,  the  owner  of  it  may 
make  two  claims  in  respect  of  it  upon  his  neighbour,  one  a 
general  right  to  impend  over  and  occupy  a  portion  of  his 
ground  as  it  were,  and  to  hang  over  and  occupy  a  portion 
of  air  or  the  space  over  it ;  the  other  right,  a  right  to  sup- 
port from  the  walls  of  the  house  of  his  neighbour.     Now 
the  former  claim  is  here  out  of  the  question,  because  the 
plaintiff's  house  did  not  impend  over  the  defendants'  land ; 
therefore  the  question  is  limited  to  the  latter;   and  ac- 
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1859. 

SOLOMOH 

9. 
ViXTKEBB* 
COMPAVT. 


cordinglj  Mr.  BlacUntnCs  contention  was,  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  a  right  to  have  his  house  supported  by  the  inters 
mediate  house  which  the  plaintiff  said  leaned  upon  the 
defendants'  house.  The  right  so  claimed,  as  I  understand 
it,  was  this,  viz.  a  right  to  have  the  support  while  the  de- 
fendants' house  stood  there,-- to  have  the  defendants'  hooae 
continue  to  stand  there  to  give  that  support, — and,  when  the 
defendants'  house  would  no  longer  stand  of  itself  a  right  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  go  in  and  repair  it,  and  make  it 
sufficient  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  plaintiff's  house.  Now 
that  is  a  claim  which  to  my  mind  is  extravagant  upon  the 
very  enunciation  of  it ;  but  for  aught  I  know  it  is  one  which 
may  exist  in  point  of  law.  Supposing  it  does  exist  it  most 
be  either  as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  or  as  a  matter  of 
prescription,  or  under  the  Prescription  Act,  or  as  founded  on 
some  supposed  lost  grant  In  any  of  these  cases  it  ctn 
only  exist  if  the  benefit  was  one  that  was  enjoyed  as  d> 
right,  which  cannot  be  unless  it  was  openly  and  viably 
enjoyed.  An  enjoyment  must  neither  be  vi^  precario  nor 
clam^  it  must  be  open.  Now  when  one  house  visibly  leans 
towards  another,  a  person  may  make  a  tolerably  shrewd 
guess  that  it  is  partly  supported  by  the  other;  but  it  will 
be  only  a  conjecture.  No  one  can  say  but  that  both  may 
have  slipped  and  both  stand.  I  think  the  expression  is, 
**  upon  the  square,"  self-supporting.  But  it  may  turn  out  Co 
be  the  fact,  that  the  house  which  leans  towards  the  other, 
affords  as  much  support  to  that  other  by  their  mutual  co- 
hesion as  the  other  affords  to  it.  In  fact  it  is  impossible 
to  say  which  house  is  being  supported.  It  is  true  that 
in  this  case  when  the  defendants'  house  was  removed 
the  plaintiff's  house  fell  in;  but  probably  nobody  who 
saw  the  block  of  buildings  would  have  guessed  that  sudi  a 
result  would  have  followed.   If  any  one  had  done  so  it  wookl 
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have  been  but  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Therefore,  sup- 
posing that  the  plaintiff,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  had 
an  enjoyment  which  he  says  now  ought  to  continue,  it 
was  an  enjoyment  clanif  not  open,  and  consequently  not  as 
of  right  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  on  that  ground 
there  has  been  nowhere  that  which  is  called  adverse 
enjoyment  or  enjoyment  as  of  right,  of  that  which  Mr, 
Blackburn  claimed  for  his  client ;  consequently  that  no  title 
was  gained  under  any  of  the  different  ways  in  which  it  has 
been  surmised  it  might  have  been  gained.  It  seems  to  me 
on  that  ground  (of  course  I  bear  in  mind  that  there  is 
an  intermediate  house)  that  the  defendants  are  entitled  to 
our  judgment. 


1859. 

Solomon 

r. 
Vintners' 
Com  PANT. 


Martin,  B. — If  I  had  been  one  of  the  jury  I  should 
certainly  have  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendants  on  the 
ground  stated  by  my  brother  BramwelL  But  it  strikes  me 
that,  in  that  view  of  the  case,  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury 
and  not  one  of  law. 

Rule  discharged. 


LiVERSIDGE   v.    BrOADBBNT. 


June  3. 


T 


H£  declaration  stated  that,  at  the  time  of  the  making  The  defendant 
the  agreement  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  defendant  was  to  C.  in  a  sum 
indebted   to  one  William   Clapham  in  a  sum  of  money  and  C.  being 

indebted  to  the 
plaintiff  on  two  bills  of  exchange  for  60/.  and  53/.  13# ,  one  of  which  was  dishonoared  and  the 
other  about  to  become  doe,  the  plaintiff  requiring  some  security  proposed  to  C.  that  the  defend- 
ant sbonld  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  bills,  when  C.  signeo  the  following  document : — **  I 
iMreby  agree  to  authorise  B.  (the  defendant)  to  pay  L.  (the  plaintiff)  or  his  order  the  sum  of 
lis/.  13#.,  the  amount  of  two  acceptances,  towaros  my  account  for  building  the  cottages  at  W. 
B.  to  debit  my  account  with  the  above  money :  also  L  's  receipt  to  B.  I  acknowledge  shall  be 
binding  between  myself  and  B.  in  the  contract.  **  At  the  foot  of  this  document  the  defendant 
wrote  **  acknowledged/*  with  his  signature. — Hetd,  that  the  plaintiff  could  maintain  no  action 
against  the  defendant  to  recover  the  money,  since  the  document  was  merely  an  assignment  of  a 
chose  in  action,  and  there  was  no  consideration  for  a  promise  to  pay,  inasmuch  as  the  debt  due 
from  C  to  the  plaintiff  was  not  eitinguished. 


VOL.  IV. — N.  8. 


R  R 


SXGH. 
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1850.        exceeding  11321  ISs,  and  the  interest  and  expenses  here- 

^^"^^^    '      inafter  mentioned.     And  the  said  W.  Clapham  was  then 

V-  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the 

Broadbknt.  •     a 

sum  of  113/.  ISs,  and  the  interest  and  expenses  heremafter 
mentioned,  for  which  said  sum  of  113iL  ISs.  the  plaintiff 
then  held  two  several  bills  of  exchange  for  6021  and  631 13i; 
respectively  drawn  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  said  W.  Clapham 
and  accepted  by  him  payable  to  the  plaintiff,  and  then 
unpaid ;  and  the  said  several  debts  and  the  said  two  bills  of 
exchange  with  the  said  interest  and  expenses  being  wholly 
unpaid,  it  was  agreed  by  and  between  the  plaintiff,  the  de- 
fendant and  the  said  W.  Clapham,  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  that  is  to  say, — ''Wetherby,  22nd  September, 
1858.    I  hereby  agree  to  authorize  Mr.  Stephen  Broadbent, 
of  Wetherby  (meaning  the  defendant),  to  pay  Mr.  William 
Liversidge  (meaning  the  plaintiff),  or  his  order,  the  sum 
of  11321  135.  the  amount  of  two  acceptances  (meaning  the 
said  two  bills  of  exchange),  together  with  the  expenses  oo 
the  said  two  bills  (meaning  the  said  two  bills)  and  interest 
thereon  towards  my  account  for  building  the  cottages  at 
Wetherby.     Mr.  Broadbent  (meaning  the  defendant)  to 
debit  my  account  (meaning  the  said  W.  Clapham's  account) 
with  the  above  money,  also  Mr.  Liversidge's  (meaning  the 
plaintiff)  receipt  to  Mr.  Broadbent  (meaning  the  defend- 
ant), I  (meaning  the  said  W.  Clapham)  acknowledge  shall  be 
binding,  between  myself  and  the  said  Mr.  Broadbent,  in 
the  contract.    William  Clapham.     Acknowledged,  Stephen 
Broadbent." — Averments :  that  on  the  making  of  the  said 
agreement  the  plaintiff  accepted  the  same  in  full  satis&ctioa 
and  discharge  of  the  said  debt  so  due  and  owing  to  him  by 
the  said  W.  Clapham ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Clapham  also 
accepted  the  same  in  full  satisfaction  and  dischaif^  of  the 
said  debt  so  due  and  owing  to  him  by  the  defendant ;  and 
that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  said  W.  Clapham  have  at 


TRINITY  TERM,    22    VICT. 

any  time  demanded  their  said  several  debts  so  discharged 

as  aforesaid ;  and  that  all  conditions  precedent  have  been    . 

fulfilled  and  everything  has  been  done  and  has  happened    _     "• 

•'        "  "^"^  Beoasbskt. 

to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the  sum  of  113/.  13^.,  and  the 
said  sum  of  1132.  \S$.  is  still  wholly  unpaid  to  the  said 
W.  Clapham,  and  the  said  several  bills  are  also  wholly  un« 
paid. — Breach:  non-payment  of  the  said  sum  of  113/.  13«. 
— There  were  also  counts  for  money  payable  by  the  de- 
fendant for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  and  money  due  on  an 
account  stated. 

Pleas  (inter  alia). — First:  that  it  was  not  agreed  by  and 
between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  and  the  said  W.  Clap- 
ham,  nor  did  the  said  W.  Clapham  give  any  such  authority 
as  in  the  alleged  agreement  mentioned. — Secondly:  that 
the  plaintiff  did  not  accept  the  said  agreement  in  full  satis- 
faction and  discharge  of  the  alleged  debt  alleged  to  have 
been  due  and  owing  to  him  by  the  said  W.  Clapham ; 
nor  did  the  said  W.  Clapham  accept  the  said  agreement  in 
full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  said  alleged  debt  alleged 
to  have  been  due  and  owing  to  him  from  the  defendant. 

Issues  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  fVilks^  J.,  at  the  last  Yorkshire 
Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  contracted  with  a 
builder,  named  Clapham,  for  the  erection  of  some  cottages  at 
Wetherby.  Clapham  being  indebted  to  the  plaintiff,  who  wasa 
timber  merchant,  had  accepted  two  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  the  plaintiff  on  him.  One  of  these  bills  which  was  for 
602.  became  due  on  the  18th  September,  1858,  and  was  dia- 
honoured ;  the  other  bill  which  was  for  532.  ISs.  was  not 
due  until  the  15th  of  October  foUowing.  The  plaintiff, 
requiring  some  security  for  his  debt,  proposed  to  Clapham 
that  the  defendant  should  guarantee  the  payment,  and  on 
the  22nd  September  the  plaintiff  and  Clapham  went  to  the 
defendant  when  the  following  document  was  signed. 

BB  2 
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«  Wetherby,  22  Sept  1858. 
**  I  hereby  agree  to  authorize  Mr.  Stephen  Broadbent,  of 
^  Wetherby,  to  pay  to  Mr.  W.  Liversidge,  or  his  order,  the 

sum  of  113/.  \3s.^  the  amount  of  two  acceptances,  together 
with  the  expenses  on  the  bilk  and  interest  thereon,  towards 
my  account  for  building  the  cottages  at  Wetherby;  Mr. 
Broadbent  to  debit  my  account  with  the  abore  money: 
also  Mr.  Uyeisidge  receipt  to  Mr.  Broadbent  I  acknow- 
ledge shall  be  binding  between  myself  and  Mr.  Broadbent 

in  the  contract. 

"*  William  Clapham. 

**  Acknowledged, 

«<  Stephen  Broadbent.' 

It  was  objected,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  the 
agreement  was  no  extinction  of  the  debt  doe  from  the 
defendant  to  Clapham,  and,  consequently,  there  was  no 
consideration  for  the  promise.  The  learned  Jod^  directed 
a  nonsuit,  reserring  lemve  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter 
the  Terdict  for  him. 

EihnrrJ  «Xnws,  in  last  Easter  Term,  obouned  a  nde  nia 
accordinglT :  against  which 


7.  nhmfs  (MmiOf  with  him)  now  sliewvd  csokl — ^Tfaeie 
are  two  objections  to  the  maintmaDce  of  this  action :  first, 
a  chose  in  actioQ  b  not  assignable  at  law ;  and,  secoodhr, 
there  is  no  coassderatkHi  to  Kipport  die  agfeeaaettt.  As  no 
debt  w;it$  doe  firom  the  defendant  to  tfae^plamtill^  it  matlL 
appear  euhier  that  the  debt  doe  feom  the  defendant  go 
datptttm  hiK  been  tracafeiied  to  tbe  pfethnfTtF  by  the  cookoc 
of  the  three  pucties;.  ixr  dbafi  tbere  »  good  fiarwfciarinn  bt 
tbue  defeoiv^c  F^5^°¥  the  pJatnciiF  thac  debc  An  actioa 
for  oftLHxeT  hdfci  aasi  received  wSL  wot  Ge,  hifiw  there  hm 
been  oc  gjmAg  glf^  t&e  debc     ta  larmtt  ▼.  Ana^fat  im\ 

\*t)  IB. 
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where  it  was  held  that  such  afi  action  was  maintainable^ 

there  was  a  good  consideration  to  support  the  promise,  viz. 

the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  from  the  defendant  to  9- 

Bboadbbnt. 

the  third  party.  Moreover,  the  authority  of  that  case  has 
been  doubted.  The  present  case  resembles  Wharton  v. 
Walker  (a),  where  one  Lythgoe,  being  indebted  to  the 
plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  4/.  5^.,  gave  him  an  order  upon  the 
defendant,  who  was  his  tenant,  to  pay  that  sum  out  of  the 
next  rent  that  became  due.  The  plaintiff  transmitted  the 
order  to  the  defendant,  but  had  not  any  direct  communica- 
tion with  him  upon  the  subject  When  the  next  rent  became 
due  and  was  demanded  by  Lythgoe,  the  defendant  produced 
the  order,  the  amount  of  which  he  promised  to  pay  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  paid  Lythgoe  the  difference  between  that  and 
the  sum  due  for  rent,  and  thereupon  Lythgoe  gave  him  a 
receipt  for  the  whole  sum.  It  was  held  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  the  amount  of  the  order  from  the  de- 
fendant in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received  or  upon 
an  account  stated.  [Martin^  B.,  referred  to  Cuxon  v. 
Chadley  (&).]  Here  there  was  no  agreement  between  the 
three  parties,  which  operated  as  an  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  fix)m  the  defendant  to  Clapham.  IPoUocky  C.  6. 
— The  whole  matter  was  in  fieri.] 
The  Court  then  called  on 

Edward  James  and  Cleasby  to  support  the  rule. — The 
document  in  question  is  not  simply  an  acknowledgment  of 
a  debt,  but  an  authority  to  the  defendant  to  debit  Clapham's 
account  with  the  113/.  13«.  It  was  an  equitable  assignment 
of  the  debt  which  Clapham  could  not  revoke  :  Crowfoot  v. 
Gumey  (c).  [BramweU^  B. — The  marginal  note  of  that 
case  is  not  warranted  by  the  decision.]     The  existence  of 

(a)  4  B.  &  C.  163.  (b)  3  B.  &  C.  591. 

(c)  9  Biug.  372. 
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a  debt  and  the  forbearance  of  the  plaintiff  to  soe  Clapham 
for  it,  is  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  the  agreedaeot 

V  [Bramwelly  B.,  referred  to  Olderskaw  ▼•  King  {a\    Martin^ 

Broadbent. 

B. — Suppose  the  plaintiff  had  sued  Ciaphaniy  what  answer 
would  he  have  had  ?]  A  Court  of  equity  would  enforce 
the  agreement,  and  that  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that 
Clapham*8  debt  was  extinguished  by  it.  It  is  sufficient  if 
the  defendant  was  constituted  an  agent  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  over  the  money  to  the  plaintiff.  In  UUy  v.  Hay9{b) 
a  debtor  of  the  plaintiff  transmitted  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  defendant,  who  admitted  having  received  it,  and  being 
afterwards  informed  that  it  was  meant  to  be  paid  to  the 
plaintiff,  said  he  would  so  pay  it.  These  statements  were 
communicated  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant's  authority; 
and  it  was  held  that,  on  his  failing  to  pay,  the  plaintiff 
might  sue  him  for  money  had  and  received,  and  that  the 
defendant  could  not  allege  a  want  of  consideration  moving 
from  the  plaintiff  to  himselC  Patieson,  J.,  there  said: 
*^  Suppose  that  a  debtor  sent  money  to  a  general  agent  for 
the  creditor,  would  there  be  any  doubt  that  as  soon  as  the 
agent  received  it  he  would  be  accountable  to  the  credi« 
tor  for  it,  as  money  had  and  received  to  his  use  ?  Would 
it  be  an  answer  that  there  was  no  consideration  moving 
from  the  creditor  to  the  agent  ?  Or  is  it  not  a  consideration 
if  the  money  is  sent  to  a  general  agent  for  the  creditor  and 
received  by  him,  he  informing  the  creditor  of  it?"  So  here, 
if  the  defendant  had  told  the  plaintiff  that  he  had  the 
money  in  a  drawer  at  his  house  and  would  pay  it  over  to 
him,  if  the  defendant  afterwards  refused,  the  plaintiff  might 
have  recovered  it  in  action  for  money  had  and  received  to 
his  use.  Here  the  defendant  does  not  in  express  terms 
say  that  he  will  pay  over  the  money,  but  he  acknowledges 
the  authority  to  pay.     That  amounts  to  an  appropriation 

(a)  2  H.  &  N.  399 ;  in  error,  ib.  517.  (6)  5  A.  &  £.  54S. 


lilYEBftlDOK 
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of  the  money,  irrevocable  except  by  the  consent  of  all  par- 
ties :  Walker  v.  Bastron  (a),  Hamilton  v,  Spottuwoode  (J). 
WtUon  y.  Caupland  (c)  is  an  authority  that  this  transaction  «• 

amounts  to  a  transfer  of  the  debt. — They  also  referred  to 
Chitty  on  Contracts,  p.  543,  6th  ed. 

Pollock,  C.  B.— We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
ought  to  be  discharged.  Looking  at  the  document  alone, 
I  do  not  know  what  passed,  but  there  was  evidence  that 
Liversidge,  the  plaintiff,  wanting  some  security  for  a  bill 
of  exchange  which  was  overdue,  and  for  another  bill  which 
was  about  to  become  due,  got  Clapharo,  his  debtor,  to 
sign  this  paper :  **  I  hereby  agree  to  authorize  Mr.  Stephen 
Broadbent,  of  Wetherby,  to  pay  to  Mr.  Liversidge,  or  his 
order,  the  sum  of  113/.  13«.,  the  amount  of  two  accept- 
ances, together  with  the  expenses  on  the  bills  and  interest 
thereon."  Now  the  mode  by  which  Clapham  would  naturally 
authorize  the  defendant  to  pay  the  money  to  the  plaintiff  or 
his  order  would  be  by  drawing  on  him  a  bill  of  exchange  pay- 
able to  the  plaintiff's  order.  In  this  respect  the  case  differs 
from  those  relied  upon  by  the  plaintiff.  The  document  goes 
on — 'towards  my  account  for  building  the  cottages  at  Weth- 
erby. Mr.  Broadbent  to  debit  my  account  with  the  money.'' 
That  does  not  mean  ^*  instanter,"  so  as  to  transfer  the  debt, 
but  *' debit  my  account  with  the  money  when  you  have 
paid  it"  All  that  the  defendant  does  is  to  add  the  word 
**  acknowledged,"  with  his  signature,  which  may  only  mean 
that  he  has  received  the  agreement,  and  that  when  he  gets 
the  authority  he  will  act  upon  it  I  cannot  see  that  there 
is  any  distinct  agreement  whatever, — at  least  to  the  effect 
stated  in  the  first  count     The  debt  due  from  Clapham  to 

(a)  9  M.  &  W.  41 1.  (&)  4  Exch.  200. 

(c)  5  B.  &  Aid.  228. 
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1859.        ^^^  plaintiff  is  not  extinguished,  and  there  is  nothing  io 
,  ^-^^^^^^      the  document  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  suinir  Clapham 

LlVKBSlDOK     ^  r  r  or 

o-  instanter  on  the  bills  of  exchange.     No  plea  founded  on 

Bboadbbht.  , 

that  document  would  afford  any  defence  to  the  action.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  go  through  the  cases  cited  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  because  none  of  them  apply.  For  these 
reasons  I  think  that  the  learned  Judge  was  right  in  directing 
a  nonsuit. 

Martin,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  There  are  two 
legal  principles  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  never  been 
departed  from :  one  is  that,  at  common  law,  a  debt  cannot 
be  assigned,  so  as  to  give  the  assignee  a  right  to  sue  for  it 
in  his  own  name,  except  in  the  case  of  a  negotiable  instru- 
ment ;  and,  that  being  the  law,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
Clapham  could  not  assign  to  the  plaintiff  the  debt  due 
from  the  defendant  to  him.  That  a  debt  may  be  assigned  in 
equity  there  is  no  doubt,  and  I  should  rejoice  if  the  scandal 
did  not  exist  of  there  being  one  rule  at  law  and  another 
in  equity.  The  other  principle  which  would  be  infringed 
by  allowing  this  action  to  be  maintained,  is  the  rule  of  law 
that  a  bare  promise  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  ao  action : 
^^Ex  nudo  facto  nan  oritur  actio/*  Applying  those  princi- 
ples to  the  present  case,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
action  cannot  be  maintained.  The  document  begins,  ^  I 
hereby  agree  to  authorize  Mr.  Stephen  Broadbent,  of 
Wetherby,  to  pay  to  Mr.  W.  Liversidge,  or  his  order, 
the  sum  of  113L  13«.''  That  is  nothing  more  than  an 
agreement  to  authorize  the  defendant  to  pay  to  the  plain- 
tiff, or  some  one  in  his  stead;  and  the  signature  of  the 
defendant  has  no  other  meaning  than  that  pointed  out 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron.  Nevertheless  I  will  assume 
that  the  defendant  did  promise  to  pay  the  money  to  the 
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plaintiff;  then  there  is  the  objection  of  a  want  of  con-        1859. 
sideration  to  support  the   promise.     The  document  iroes    ^^"^^     ' 
on,    '*  Mr.   Broadbent  to   debit    my    account    with    the  ». 

above  money.  If  I  thought  that  meant  this — ^^  You 
may  now  take  a  pen  and  write  down  113^1  I3«.  to  my 
debit,  and  thereby  extinguish  so  much  of  your  debt,**  I 
should  agree  with  the  plaimiff*s  counsel  But  that  is  not 
the  meaning  of  the  document.  The  following  words,  ^^also 
Mr.  Liversidge  receipt  to  Mr.  Broadbent  I  acknowledge 
shall  be  binding  between  myself  and  Mr.  Broadbent  in  the 
contract,"  clearly  shew  what  the  real  meaning  is,  viz.  that 
when  the  defendant  has  paid  the  money  to  the  plaintiff 
and  got  his  receipt  for  it,  then,  and  not  before,  he  is  to 
debit  Clapham*s  account  with  the  money  so  paid.  No  doubt 
a  debtor  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  promise  to  pay  his  debt  to  a 
person  other  than  his  creditor,  and  if  there  is  any  conside- 
ration for  the  promise  he  b  bound  to  perform  iL  But  here 
there  was  none  whatever.  There  was  no  agreement  to  give 
time,  or  that  the  debt  of  Clapham  should  be  extinguished, 
— no  indulgence  to  him  or  detriment  to  the  plaintiff.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  consideration  moving  from 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  but  a  mere  promise  by  the  de- 
fendant to  pay  another  manV  debt.  No  doubt,  there  are 
cases  in  which  the  Courts  have  been  desirous  to  give  their 
sanction  to  arrangements  of  this  kind.  Amongst  others, 
ZtV/y  V.  Hays  (a)  was  cited.  But  in  that  case  the  defendant 
had  a  sum  of  money  in  his  hands  which  he  admitted  that 
he  held  for  the  plaintiff's  use,  and  promised  to  pay  to  him ; 
so  that  he  was  in  the  situation  of  an  agent  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  on  that  ground  it  was  held  the  plaintiff  might  recover 
it  as  money  received  to  his  use.  The  same  observation 
applies  to  the  case  of  Walker  v.  Rostron{b).     There  the 

(a)  5  A.  &  £.  548.  (h)  9  M.  &  W.  41 1. 
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agent  far  the  purchaser  of  goods  undertook,  by  an  agree- 
ment to  which  the  vendor  and  purdiaser  were  also  partiesi 
^     '*  to  pay  bills  of  exchange,  given  tar  the  price  of  the  goods, 

out  of  certain  specified  funds  which  he  expected  to  receive, 
and  that  was  held  to  be  an  appropriation  of  the  funds, 
irrevocable  except  by  the  consent  of  all  parties.  The  same 
principle  prevails  with  respect  to  bankers.  A  banker  is  m 
the  position  of  a  person  having  in  hb  hands  the  monej 
of  another  which  he  is  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay,  and  the  Courts  have  grasped  at  that  to  make 
a  contract  between  the  banker,  his  customer  and  a  third 
party,  for  the  payment  of  money  to  the  latter,  operate  as  a 
transfer  of  the  money,  so  that  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received  can  be  maintained  for  it  Here  there  is  do  money 
had  and  received  to  the  use  of  the  plainti£  In  Itrad  v. 
Daufflas  (a\  there  was  a  consideration  to  support  the  pro- 
mise. Here  there  is  nothing  more  than  a  transfer  of  a 
chose  in  action;  and,  without  violating  the  two  rules  of 
law  to  which  I  have  adverted,  this  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained. 

BaAMW£LL,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Where  the 
action  for  money  had  and  received  is  maintainable,  it  is 
because  certain  facts  exist,  which,  if  fully  stated  on  the 
record,  would  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  an  action. 
Whether  the  count  for  money  had  and  received  is  the 
proper  form,  or  not,  is  immaterial  if  there  is  a  right  of 
action.  Test  it  in  this  way : — Suppose  the  jury  retnmed  a 
special  verdict,  it  would  then  be  seen  whether  money  had 
and  received  was  maintainable.  I  am  by  no  means  dear, 
whether  my  Lord's  doubt  as  to  there  being  any  ag^reement 
by  the  defendant  is  well  founded ;  but  I  do  not  decide  on 

(a)  1  H.  Black.  239. 
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that  groundy  because  it  seems  to  me  a  question  for  the  jury. 
My  judgment  proceeds  on  the  grounds  stated  by  my  brother 
Martin,  viz.,  that  no  man  can  be  made  liable  on  a  contract  «• 

Bboadbkht. 

without  a  consideration  to  support  it,  and  that  a  chose  in 
action  b  not  asagnable  at  law.  I  construe  this  document, 
not  as  an  agreement  that  the  defendant  shall  forthwith 
debit  Clapham  with  the  amount  of  the  bills,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  shall  give  up  his  claim  upon  him,  but  as  an 
authority  to  the  defendant  to  pay  the  plaintiff  that  amount, 
and,  when  he  has  done  so,  to  debit  Clapham's  account  with 
the  money.  Then  what  consideration  is  there  for  a  pro- 
mise by  the  defendant  to  pay  Clapham's  debt  ?  The 
defendant  must  be  liable  (if  at  all)  by  reason  of  some  duty 
arising  from  contract ;  and  that  must  be  founded  on  a  good 
consideration.  In  2  Wms.  Saund.  p.  137  ^,  it  is  said :  "  The 
consideration  to  support  an  assumpsit  must  move  from  the 
plaintiff.^  Again,  at  p.  137 A,  ''Any  act  of  the  plaintiff 
from  which  the  defendant  or  a  stranger  derives  a  benefit  or 
advantage,  or  any  labour,  detriment,  or  inconvenience  stis- 
tained  by  the  plaintiff,  however  small  the  benefit  or  incon- 
venience may  be,  is  a  sufficient  consideration,  if  such  an 
act  is  performed  or  such  inconvenience  suffered  by  the 
plaintiff  with  consent  express  or  implied  of  the  defendant." 
Here  the  plaintiff  was  under  no  obligation  to  do  any  act, 
or  to  forbear,  or  to  suffer  any  inconvenience.  I  cannot  see 
any  consideration  whatever  for  the  promise,  and  therefore 
it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  action  is  not  maintainable. 
Then  as  to  the  authorities :  Crowfoot  v.  Chimey  (a)  is  a  good 
authority  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  marginal  note ;  but,  if  the 
law  is  to  be  read  from  the  body  of  the  case,  it  is  against 
him,  because  the  Court  say  that  there  was  merely  an  equi- 
table assignment  of  the  debt  Walker  v.  Rostron  (b)  may  be 
supported  on  this  grouud,  that  there  was  an  agreement 
(<f)  9  Bing.  372.  (b)  9  M.  &  W.  411. 
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between  the  three  parties  that  certain  monies  which  the 
defendant  expected  to  receive  should,  when  received,  be 
held  by  bim  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff.  If  I  direct  my  agent 
to  receive  my  rent  about  to  become  due,  not  on  my  account 
but  for  C.  D.,  and  that  is  assented  to  by  all  parties,  when 
the  rent  is  paid  it  would  be  received  on  account  of  C.  D. 
In  Walker  v.  Rastran  (a),  Parke,  B.,  in  the  course  of  the 
argument,  makes  use  of  this  expression :  *'  Is  not  an  equi- 
table assignment  of  a  chose  in  action  the  same  in  equity  as 
the  assignment  of  a  chattel  at  law  ?  Then  this  is  the  case 
of  a  plaintiff  suing  the  party  who  has  agreed  to  become  his 
agent  for  the  amount  of  that  equitable  lien."  That  must 
be  the  principle  upon  which  that  judgment  f»oceedcd.  At 
first  I  was  inclined  to  think  that  Hamilton  v.  Spotiiswoode{b) 
was  in  the  plaintiff's  favour,  but  now  I  think  it  is  not, 
because  in  that  case  there  was  a  consideration  moving 
from  the  plaintiff.  The  declaration  is  ingeniously  drawn, 
and  contains  an  averment  that  the  plaintiffii  have  waited  for 
payment  until  the  days  mentioned  in  the  order. 

Watson,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  rule  oi^t 
to  be  discharged.  Israel  v.  Dauglae  (c)  is  relied  upon 
as  an  authority  that  money  had  and  received  may  be 
maintained,  but  the  correctness  of  that  decision  has  been 
doubted  in  several  subsequent  cases.  In  order  to  nuuntain 
an  action  for  money  had  and  received,  the  money  must  have 
been  received  actually  or  constructively  for  the  use  of  the 
plaintiff.  Then,  as  to  the  first  count :  it  alleges  that  the 
plaintiff  and  Clapham  accepted  the  agreement  in  satisfaction 
and  discharge  of  their  debts.  That  averment  is  necessary 
in  order  to  render  the  declaration  good,  for  all  the  cases 
proceed  on  the  ground  that  the  debt  due  from  the  third 

(a)  9  M.  &  W.  411   419.  (b)  4  £xch.  200. 

(c)  1  H.  Black.  239. 
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partj  to  the  plaintiff  was  extinguished,  and  therefore  there 
was  a  good  consideration  moving  from  him  to  support  the 
defendant*s  promise.  Here  there  was  no  extinguishment  of 
Clapham's  debt  The  agreement  is  acknowledged  by  the 
defendant,  but  it  is  the  document  of  Clapham ;  and  there 
is  nothing  whatever  in  it  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  suing 
Clapham.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  total  want  of 
consideration  for  the  defendant's  promise,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  has  failed  to  prove  his  case. 

Rule  discharged. 


1869. 

LiVEBSIDOB 
O. 

Broadbent. 


Mytton  V,  The  Midland  Railway  Company. 


June  13. 


X  HE  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated,  that  the  defend-  The  plaintiff 
ants,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  committing  by  them  of  the  Newport 
grievances,  &c.,  were  and  still  are  common  carriers  for  hire  of  SoSh^Wales* 
passengers  and  their  luggage,  goods  and  chattels,  upon  their  ^nlT/tic^eiT" 
railway;  and  the  plaintiff  heretofore,  to  wit,  on,  &c.,  at  the  from  Newport 
request  of  the  defendants,  became  and  was  a  passenger  on  tam,  for  which 

^  ^  \         ^       ^       he  paid  the 

a  journey  extending  over,  upon,  and  along  their  said  rail-  entire  fare. 
way;  and  the  defendants  as  such  common  carriers  received   Wales  Railway 
the  plaintiff  as  such  passenger  into  one  of  their  carriages  Newport  to 
upon  their  said  railway,  and  a  portmanteau  and  its  con-  ^iiei°or*^* 
tents,  being  the  luggage  of  the  plaintiff,  was   then   also  ^^tchlatter 
received  bv  them,  as  such  common  carriers  as  aforesaid,  to  distanceis 

•  traversed  on 

the  Great 
Western  Railway ;  and  the  Midland  Railway  Company  have  a  line  from  Gloucester  to  Bir- 
mingham. By  arrangement  between  the  three  Companies  tickets  are  issued  for  the  entire 
distance,  and  die  fares  are  divided  between  them  according  to  the  mileai^e  travelled  on  each 
line.  At  Gloucester  the  plaintiff  took  his  portmanteau  from  the  South  Wales  railway  carriage 
and  delivered  it  to  a  guard  of  the  Midland 


Birmingham  the  portmanteau  was  missing. 


laving  sued  the  Midland  Railway 


idland  Railway  Company.     On  the  arrival  of  the  train  at 
portmanteau  was  missing.     The  plaintiff  hr 
Company  for  the  loss  i-^Held^  that  the  contract  was  an  entire  contract  with  the  South  Wales 
Railway  Company  to  convey  the  whole  distance  from  Newport  to  Birmingham,  and  conse* 
quendy  the  Midland  Railway  Company  were  not  liable. 
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be  by  them  safely  and  aecnrely  conveyed,  kept,  carried  and 
conveyed  by  the  defendants,  as  such  carriers  as  aforesaid,  to 
•'  wit,  from  Gloucester  to  Birmingham,  and  at  the  end  of  the 

Aailwat  Co.  said  journey  to  be  delivered  to  the  plaintiff,  for  reasonable 
reward  by  the  plaintiff  paid,  to  wit,  to  the  defendants  in  that 
behalf.  Yet  the  defendants  did  not  so  safely  or  securely 
keep,  carry,  convey,  or  deliver  the  plaintiff's  said  luggage  as 
aforesaid,  and  by  the  reason  of  the  negligence,  carelessneai, 
wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  default  of  the  defendants  in  that 
behalf  and  not  otherwise,  the  said  luggage  became  and  was 
and  still  is  wholly  lost  ^o  the  plaintiff. — There  was  a  second 
count,  omitting  the  allegation  that  the  defendants  were 
common  carriers. 

The  defendants  pleaded,  not  guilty,  together  with  pleas 
denying  that  the  plaintiff  became  such  passenger  as  alleged 
and  that  the  defendants  received  the  portmanteau  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

The  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings  after  last  Hilary  Term 
when  a  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  562L,  subject 
to  the  following  case: — 

The  South  Wales  Railway  Company  have  a  line  of  rail- 
way from  Newport,  in  Monmouthshire,  to  Grange  Court, 
about  twelve  miles  from  Gloucester ;  and  from  thence  they 
run  over  a  portion  of  the  Great  Western  line  of  railway 
into  the  city  of  Gloucester,  and  into  a  station  there  of  the 
Great  Western  Company.  The  defendants  have,  adjoining 
that  station  and  under  the  same  roof,  but  as  separate 
property,  a  station  of  their  own,  and  from  this  station  they 
have  a  line  to  Birmingham ;  but  as  their  line  is  a  narrow 
gauge  line  and  the  lines  of  the  other  companies  are  broad 
guage  lines,  there  is  necessarily  a  change  of  carriages  at  the 
Gloucester  station. 

Arrangements  having  been  made  by  the  traflSc  managers 
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of  the  said  railways,  bj  means  of  which  passengers  from  1859. 
Newport  can  be  and  are  booked  through  from  that  place  to  myttoh 
Birmingham  and  vice  versft,  these  arrangements  were  and  »• 

are  regularly  acted  upon  by  the  Companies,  and  the  fares  Railway  Co. 
paid  are  divided  by  the  Companies  amongst  themselves 
according  to  the  mileage  travelled  over  each  line,  at  a 
clearing-house  where  the  clerks  of  the  said  Companies  meet 
for  that  purpose.  The  fare  is  paid  at  the  office  of  starting 
where  the  ticket  is  issued. 

On  the  18th  of  August  last  the  plaintiff  took,  at  the  office 
of  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company  at  Newport,  two 
third  class  through  tickets  for  Birmingham,  to  go  by  the 
said  South  Wales,  Great  Western  and  defendants'  lines,  and 
paid  to  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company  the  fares  de- 
manded ;  and  these  fares  were  in  fact  afterwards  divided  in 
the  due  proportions  between  the  three  Companies.  The 
plaintiff  delivered  his  portmanteau  to  the  porter  of  the 
South  Wales  Railway  Company  at  Newport,  who  placed  on 
it  a  ticket  marked  **  S.  W.  R.,  via  Midland  from  Gloucester. 
Newport  to  Birmingham." 

No  charge  was  made  or  paid  for  the  carriage  of  the  port- 
manteau or  its  contents  beyond  the  usual  charge  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers.     The  plaintiff  and  his  wife  tra- 
velled to  Gloucester ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  there, 
the  plaintiff  took  his  portmanteau  from  the  South  Wales 
railway  carriage,  in  which  it  had  been  placed,  and  delivered 
it  to  the  guard  of  the  defendants,  the  Midland  Railway 
Company,  who  placed  it  in  the  luggage  van  of  the  defend- 
ants* train,  which  was  just  starting  for  Birmingham ;  and 
the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  got  into  a  third  class  carriage  of 
the   Midland  Railway  Company  and   were  conveyed   to 
Birmingham  in  their  train.     On  the  arrival  of  the  train  at 
Birmingham  the  plaintiff's  portmanteau  was  missing,  but  it 
was  afterwards  found  by  the  Birmingham  police  in  a  street 
in   Birmingham  broken  open  and  part  of  its  contents 
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1859.        gone.     The  portmanteau  contained  the  plaintiflTs  personal 
^j;^      luggage  (a). 

By  « the  South  Wales  Railway  Act,  1845,"  (8  &  9  Vict 

Midland  v  .     . 

Railwat  Co.  c.  cxc.)  8.  50,  it  is  enacted  as  follows : — **  Every  passenger 
travelling  upon  the  railway  may  take  with  him  at  his  own 
risk  his  ordinary  luggage  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds 
in  weight  for  6rst  class  passengers ;  sixty  pounds  in  weight 
for  second  class  passengers,  and  for^  pounds  in  weight  for 
third  class  passengers,  without  any  chai^  being  made  for 
the  carriage  thereoC" 

By  the  204th  section  of  the  Midland  Railways  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1844,  (7  &  8  Vict  c.  xviii.)  it  is  enacted,  **  That 
every  passenger  travelling  upon  the  railway  in  a  first  class 
carriage  may  take  with  him  his  ordinary  luggage  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  pounds  in  weight ;  and  every  passenger 
travelling  in  a  second  class  carriage  may  take  with  him  his 
ordinary  luggage  not  exceeding  sixty  pounds  in  weight; 
and  every  passenger  travelling  in  a  third  class  carriage  may 
take  with  him  his  ordinary  luggage  not  exceeding  forty 
ponnds  in  weight,  without  any  chaige  to  be  made  for  the 

m 

carriage  thereof." 

The  defendants  contend  that  the  contract  of  convevance 
from  Newport  to  Birmingham  was  made  by  the  plaintiff 
with  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  and  that  the 
defendants  are  not  liable  to  this  action. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  ia,  whether 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  value  of  the  port- 
manteau or  its  contents. 

• 

(a)  The  case  also  stated  that  was  whether  these  iketches  were 

the  portmanteau  contained  cer-  paintings  within  the  meaning  of 

tain  sketches,  made  bj  the  plain-  the  Carriers  Act,   10  Geo.  4  & 

tiff,  who  was  an  artist,  in  South  1  Wm.  4,  c.  68.     The  decision  of 

Wales,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Court  renders  it  unnecessarj 

from  them  finished  pictures ;  and  to  notice  this  point, 
another  question  raised  by  the  case 
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Mihoard  {Hawkins  with  him)  argued  for   the  plaintiff        1869. 

(June  8). — The  only  authority  bearing  on  the  point  is  that      '^^^ 

of  Collins  V,  Hie  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway  Company  (a),  »• 

Midland 

but  that  does  not  conclude  this  case.  Here  there  was  a  Railway  Co. 
contract  by  the  plaintiff  with  the  defendants,  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  to  carry  him  and  his  Uiggage  from 
Gloucester  to  Birmingham.  The  case  is  distinguishable 
from  Scothom  v.  The  South  Staffordshire  Railway  Com- 
pany {b)y  because  here  the  three  Companies  divided  the 
fares  according  to  the  mileage  travelled  over  each  line. 
The  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  to  whom  the  entire 
fare  was  paid,  were  the  agents  of  the  two  other  Companies, 
for  the  purpose  of  binding  them  by  a  contract  with  the 
plaintiff  to  carry  him  on  their  lines.  The  portmanteau  was 
not  delivered  to  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company  to  be 
by  them  carried  from  Newport  to  Birmingham,  for  the 
plaintiff  took  possession  of  it  at  Gloucester  and  delivered 
it  to  a  servant  of  the  defendants.  In  that  respect  also  the 
case  differs  from  Scothom  v.  The  South  Staffordshire  Rail- 
way Company.  The  ticket  also  points  to  the  separate 
responsibility  of  each  Company.  Marshall  v.  The  York^ 
Newcastle  and  Berwick  Railway  Company  (c)  and  The  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  v.  Shepherd  (d)  are  authorities 
that  a  railway  Company  is  liable  for  the  loss  of  a  passenger's 
goods. 

Phipson  {Melhr  with  him),  for  the  defendants. — There  is 
no  decision  as  to  what  is  the  nature  of  the  contract  with  a 
railway  Company,  which  undertakes  to  carry  passengers  to  a 
place  beyond  their  own  line ;  but  it  is  submitted  that  there 
18  no  distinction  in  that  respect  between  passengers  and 

(a)  I  H.  &  N.  517.  (c)  11  C.  B.  655. 

(I)  8  Exch.  341.  \d)  8  Exch.  30. 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  8  8  EXCH. 
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1859.       goods.     The  contract  is  made  with  the  Company  which 

"^T^    ^      receives  the  fare  and  gives  the  passenger  the  ticket   In  the 

».  case  of  a  refusal  to  carry,  who  is  to  be  sued  ?    The  Com- 

BailwatCo.  pany  who  receives  the  money  may  be  the  agent  for  the 

others,  but  there  is  no  joint  contract  between  them  and  the 

passenger.     Muichamp  v.  The  Lancafier  and  PreUon  Jume- 

turn  Railway  Company  (a)  and  WUby  ▼•  The  West  CormoaO 

Baihcay  Company  (b)  are  authorities  that  the  contract  was 

with  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  to  carry  the  whole 

distance  from  Newport  to  Birmingham.     This  is  not  like 

the  case  of  several  coach  proprietors  each  of  whom  provided 

horses  for  the  coach  for  a  certain  distance,  but  all  shared  in 

the  profits  and  were  therefore  partners. 

Alilwardy  in  reply. — Suppose  a  Company  contracted  to 
carry  from  London  to  Berlin,  that  could  not  be  one  contract^ 
for  there  would  be  different  regulations  and  conditions  on 
different  parts  of  the  journey.  So,  here,  the  bye-laws  and 
regulations  of  these  Companies  vary. 

Cur.  ado,  mJL 

Martin,  B.,  now  said : — This  was  a  special  case  argued 
before  us  a  few  days  ago.  The  material  &ct8  are  these : — 
The  plaintiff,  desiring  to  go  from  Newport  to  Birmingham, 
took  a  ticket  at  the  Newport  Station  of  the  South  Wales 
Railway  Company.  That  Company  s  line  extends  to 
a  point  within  a  few  miles  of  Gloucester,  were  it  meets 
the  line  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  and  the 
defendants,  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  have  a  line 
from  Gloucester  to  Birmingham.  The  South  Wales  Railway 
Company  had  an  arrangement  with  the  Ghreat  Western 
Railway  Company   and   the  defendants   to  issue   tickets 

(a)  8  M.  &  W.  421.  (h)  2  H.  ft  N.  70S. 
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and   convey  passengers  the  entire  distance.     The  plain-        1859, 

tifF  delivered  his  portmanteau  to  a  porter  of  the  South       *^^^^ 

*  *  Mytton 

Wales  Railway  Company  at  Newport,  who  placed  on  it  »• 

.  Midland 

a  ticket  marked  "  S.  W,  R.  via  Midland  from  Gloucester,    Railway  Co. 

Newport  to  Birmingham."  The  plaintiff  proceeded  on  his 
journey,  and  arrived  with  his  portmanteau  at  Gloucester. 
He  there  took  the  portmanteau  from  the  South  Wales 
Railway  carriage  and  delivered  it  to  the  guard  of  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company.  On  his  arrival  at  Birmingham 
the  portmanteau  was  missing,  but  was  ultimately  found  in 
a  street  in  Birmingham,  broken  open  and  part  of  its  con- 
tents gone.  The  plaintiff  has  thought  fit  to  bring  his 
action  against  the  Midland  Railway  Company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  port- 
manteau ;  indeed  he  was  obliged  to  do  so  if  he  could 
recover  at  all,  because  the  act  of  parliament  which  incor- 
porates the  South  Wales  Railway  Company  contains  a 
provision  by  which  every  passenger  travelling  on  the  rail, 
way  is  to  take  his  luggage  at  his  own  risk ;  but  there  is  no 
such  enactiqent  in  the  Midland  Railway  Company^s  Act* 
Upon  these  facts  the  only  question  is,  whether  there  was 
any  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company,  or  whether  the  contract  was  not  an  entire 
contract  with  the  South  Wales  Railway  Company  to  convey 
the  plaintiff  the  whole  distance  from  Newport  to  Birming- 
ham. We  are  of  opinion  that  there  was  but  one  contract, 
and  that  that  contract  was  with  the  South  Wales  Railway 
Company,  and  not  with  the  Midland  Railway  Comiiany. 
There  was  one  sum  paid  and  one  ticket  given  for  the 
entire  journey,  and  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  any 
privity  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company  to  that  contract, 
except  that,  by  arrangement  with  the  South  Wales  Rail- 
way Company,  they  conveyed  on  their  line  passengers 
booked  from  Newport  to  Birmingham.     We  think  that  the 
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In  Mat  1891,      1  HIH  wan  an  action  to  recover  2000iL  opoo  two 

IIm  l^lltfM  of  ft 

boii4  bf'Hiftit     Hy  consent  of  the  parties  and  order  of  a  Judge,  a 
11  •gaififti  t£f     stated  for  tlie  opinion  of  this  Court,  without 
^II!r«f  tifir  •mbslanco)  as  follows  :— 

In  January,  \H2\^  John,  afterwards  Earl  of 
exc'ciitLul  a  bond  in  the  |>enal  sum  of  lOOCML 
for  payment  by  liinii  liis  heirs,  executors  or  adnninistrnoi^ 
to  J.  Uartlyi  liis  executors,  administrators  or  asaignsty  of  die 
sum  of  AGO/,  with  interest  at  5/.  per  cenL  within 
calendar  months  next  after  the  decease  of  John  J 
(then)  Karl  of  Kgn)ont ;  and  a  like  bond  in  the  penal  som 
of  1000/.  conditioned  for  payment  of  500/1,  with  interest, 
within  eighteen  months  after  the  death  of  the  said  John 
James  Karl  of  Egmont. 


ftliAtud  l)y  ib« 
d««tli  of  ibtf 
uhWatw  III  !>(». 
MniiMr  IhIiA, 
Th«  obligor 
Uh  ft  will, 
wbiuh  WAi 
not  urovud. 
On  tb«  IHib 
Mfty,  I H67, 
ftilmiulktrfttion 
of  tbft  f  wmJi 
ftnd  nfTtiou  uf 
tbft  oblif  or 
witb  bit  will 
ftiiiittivd  wft« 
arftiitod  to  tbft 

firmont  da. 
uiidmit.     Ill 

Murob  \\\f\%  tlio  obll|rt«tf  putltloned  tbo  Iniolvcnt  Court,  ftnd  hit  eflfbcU  veBted  in  the  provisioiial 
MMitfiiDtt,  ibtf  |ir«»oiit  piftiiiiitr.  who  oommonoed  thii  ftotion  on  tho  bond  ftgftintt  the  defendant  oo 
the  )7ili  Miiy,  I  HAH — //Wd.  tbftt  the  right  of  ftotion  wu  not  bftrred  by  the  Sutate  of  Limhft* 
tioni,  a  A  4  Wm.  «!,  c.  4'i,  •.  3. 
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John  James,  Earl  of  Egmont,  died  in  February,  1822,        1859. 
and  the  said  John  then  became  Earl  of  Egmont.  s'Tois 

On  the  24th  May,  1831,  J.  Hartly  commenced  an  action  «• 

1^  AH  ELL 

upon  the  said  bonds  against  John  Earl  of  Egmont.  (The 
case  then  stated  that  J.  Hartly  declared  in  the  action ;  that 
the  Earl  of  Egmont  pleaded;  that  issue  was  joined  and 
notice  of  trial  given ;  and  that  afterwards  two  attempts  were 
made  to  settle  all  questions  between  the  parties  by  arbitra- 
tion, which  proved  abortive,  and  on  the  30th  October,  1835, 
J.  Hartly  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  proceed  in  the 
action.) 

John  Earl  of  Egmont  died  on  the  31st  December,  1835, 
and  the  said  action  thereby  abated.  By  his  will,  dated  the 
4th  April,  1824,  he  appointed  his  son  Henry,  who  suc- 
ceeded him  as  Earl  of  Egmont,  his  sole  executor.  The 
said  Henry  Earl  of  Egmont  never  proved  the  will,  and 
died  in  December  1841.  By  his  will,  dated  the  11th 
December,  1841,  he  devised  and  bequeathed  all  his  real 
and  personal  estate  to  Sir  K  Tiemey  absolutely,  and  ap- 
pointed the  said  Sir  E.  Tiemey  his  sole  executor.  His 
will  was,  on  the  7  th  January,  1843,  duly  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  in  Ireland  by  the  said  Sir  E.  Tiemey ; 
but  not  in  England.  Sir  E.  Tiemey,  by  his  will,  dated 
the  28th  April,  1855,  and  certain  codicils  thereto,  devised 
his  real  estates,  and  gave  the  residue  of  his  personal  estate 
to  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Sir  W.  Darell,  the  present 
defendant,  and  appointed  his  daughter  and  the  defendant 
executrix  and  executor  of  his  will. 

Sir  E.  Tiemey  died  on  the  11th  May  1856,  and  his  will 
and  the  codicils  thereto  were  proved  by  the  defendant  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  on  the  21st  July, 
1856.  On  the  16th  May,  1857,  administration  of  all  and 
singular  the  goods,  chattek,  and  which  were  of  the  said 
Henry  Earl  of  Egmont  at  the  time  of  his  death,  with  the 
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will  of  the  said  Henry  Earl  of  Egmont  annexed,  were 
granted  to  the  defendant  bj  the  Prerogative  Coon  of 
Canterbury. 

On  the  18th  May,  1857,  administration  of  all  and 
singular  the  goods,  chattels,  and  credits  which  were  of  the 
said  John  Earl  of  Egmont  at  the  time  of  his  death,  with 
the  will  of  the  said  John  Earl  of  Egmont  annexed,  was 
granted  to  the  defendant  by  the  same  Court, 

In  the  year  1852,  the  said  J.  Hartly,  being  a  prisoner 
for  debt,  petitioned  the  Court  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors  in  England  under  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  and,  by  an 
order  of  that  Court,  dated  the  3l8t  March,  1852,  all  his 
estate  and  effects  became  vested  in  the  provisional  assignee, 
the  present  plaintiff. 

The  writ  in  this  action  issued  on  the  17  th  May,  1858. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Court  shall  be  at  liberty  to  draw  all 
such  inferences  of  fact  as  a  jury  ought  to  or  might  have 
drawn. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is  whether  the 
plaintiff*s  right  of  action  is  or  is  not,  under  the  said  circum- 
stances, barred  by  the  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c  42,  s.  3.  If  the 
Court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  action  is  not  barred  by 
the  said  statute,  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  plaintiff. 
If  the  Court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  action  is  barred 
by  the  said  statute,  judgment  shall  be  entered  for  the 
defendant. 

• 

H,  Mills  argued  for  the  plaintiff  (June  1). — The  action 
against  John  Earl  of  Egmont  abated  by  his  death;  and 
there  never  was  any  one  who  could  be  sued  until  the  de- 
fendant obtained  administration  of  his  effects ;  and  within 
twelve  months  from  that  time  this  action  was  commenced. 
Curlewis  v.  The  Earl  of  Momington  (a)  is  an  express  autho- 

(a)  7  £.  &  B.  283 ;  affirmed  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  June  15, 
1858. 
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lity,  that  if  an  action  on  a  simple  contract  is  commenced        1859. 
within  six  years,  and  abates  by  the  death  of  the  defendant,       o*^^^ 
the  plaintiff  may  bring  a  fresh  action  against  his  adminis-  r. 

Darell. 

trator,  provided  he  do^  so  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
the  grant  of  administration.  There  ffilKams,  J.,  thought 
that  the  case  mtght  fall  within  the  old  law  as  to  journeys 
accounts  {a).  The  21  Jac.  1,  c.  16,  s.  3,  prescribes  a  certain 
period  within  which  actions  must  be  brought  on  contracts, 
without  specialty.  The  4th  section  introduces  three  excep- 
tions, viz.,  where  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  is  reversed  by 
error ;  where,  on  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  the  judg- 
ment is  given  against  the  plaintiff;  and  where  the  defend- 
ant, being  outlawed,  reverses  his  outlawry ;  in  such  cases 
the  plaintiff  may  commence  a  new  action  within  a  year 
after  judgment  reversed,  or  judgment  given  against  the 
plaintiff,  or  outlawry  reversed.  The  Courts  have  also  held 
that  certain  cases  are  within  the  equity  of  the  4th  section, 
as  where  an  action  commenced  within  six  years  abates  by 
the  death  of  the  plaintiff:  Kinsey  v.  Heyward{b);  where 
an  action  is  commenced  in  an  inferior  Court  within  the 
six  years,  and  is  removed  by  the  defendant  to  a  Superior 
Court :  Matthews  v.  Phillips  (c) ;  ahd  where  a  feme  sole 
commences  an  action  within  the  six  years  and,  pending  the 
suit,  marries:  Lord  Middleton  v.  Forbes {d).  [^fVatson,  B., 
referred  to  Murray  v.  The  East  India  Company  («).]  In 
that  case  the  bill  of  exchange  was  not  accepted  until  after 
the  death  of  the  testator,  and  therefore,  until  administration 
was  granted  to  the  plaintiff,  there  was  no  person  capable  of 
suing.  The  7th  section  of  the  21  Jac  1,  c.  16,  introduces 
a  further  exception  in  the  case  of  disabilities  of  plaintiffs ; 
the  4  Anne,  c.  16,  s.  19,  extended  that  provision  to  dis- 

(a)  See  Davies  dem.,  Lowndes         (c)  2  Salk.  424. 
ten.,  7  Man.  &  G.  762.  (d)  WUles,  259,  note. 

(b)  1  Ld.  Rajm.  432.  (e)  5  B.  &  Aid.  204. 
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abilities  of  defendanU.  The  3  &  4  Wol  4»  c.  42,  wludi 
limits  the  time  for  bringing  actions  on  specialties,  is  in  pari 
materi  with  the  21  Jac.  I,  c.  16,  and  ought  to  receive  the 
same  construction.  The  3rd  section  of  the  3  &  4  Wm.  4, 
c.  42,  corresponds  with  the  3rd  section  of  the  21  Jac.  1, 
&  16;  and  the  6th  section  of  the  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c  42, 
contains  verbatim  the  same  exceptions  as  the  4th  section  of 
the  21  Jac.  1,  c  16.  The  4th  section  of  the  3  &  4  Wm.4, 
c  42,  embodies  the  provisions  both  of  the  7th  section  of  the 
statute  of  James  and  the  19th  section  of  the  statute  of  Anne. 
Rhodes  v.  Smethurst  (a)  is  distinguishable  on  the  ground 
adverted  to  by  Lord  Campbell  in  Curlewis  v.  Lard  Mont- 
infftan  (b)y  viz.,  that  the  original  action  was  not  commenced 
within  the  six  years. 

Skinner  {K  E.  Turner  with  him),  for  the  defendant. — The 
21  Jac.  1,  c.  16,  has  been  construed  with  reference  to  some 
supposed  equity — a  construction  which  would  not  be  put 
upon  it  at  the  present  day.     There  are  certain 


rules  for  the  construction  of  acts  of  parliament,  consistendy 
with  which  the  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c.  42,  cannot  receive  an 
equitable  construction.  In  Gwynne  v.  BurreU  (c)  Cok' 
ridge,  J.,  said :  '*  I  cannot  concede  that  we  are  at  liberty, 
upon  any  ground  whatever,  to  add  a  new  term  to  the 
statute.  In  saying  this  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  dicta 
to  be  found  in  our  books,  nor  of  decisions  upon  old  statutes^ 
which  seem  to  warrant  a  more  iree  dealing  with  the  written 
law;  and  whenever  acts  of  parliament  shall  again  be  framed 
with  the  generality  and  conciseness  with  which  the  legisla- 
ture spoke  some  centuries  since,  it  may  be  fit  to  consider 
the  soundness  of  that  principle  of  interpretation  which 
they  involve;    but  it  is  enough  to  say  that  it  is  wholly 

(a)  4M.&W.42;  affirmed  in  {b)  7E.&B.291. 

Exch.  Ch.,  6  M.  &  W.  351.  (r)  1  Scott,  N.  S.  711.  739. 
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inapplicable  to  a  modern  statute  in  which  the  legislature 
is  careful  to  express  all  it  intends  in  so  many  words  that  to 
go  beyond  their  necessary  implication  is  to  make,  not  to 
interpret,  law.**  The  21  Jac.  1,  c.  16,  and  3  &  4  Wm,  4, 
c.  42,  are  not  in  pari  materia,  as  the  one  relates  to  simple 
contracts,  the  other  to  specialties.  The  3  &  4  Wm.  4, 
c  42,  s.  3,  includes  actions  for  penalties,  and  therefore  the 
law  as  to  specialties  must  apply  to  penalties ;  for  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  put  a  different  interpretation  on  different 
parts  of  the  same  section ;  but  penal  statutes  are  strictly 
construed :  Adam  ▼•  Tlie  Inhabitants  of  Bristol  (a).  [PoU 
lock,  C.  B, — There  may  be  a  wide  difference  between  the 
construction  give  to  a  statute  which  limits  a  new  right,  and 
a  statute  which  limits  a  right  which  already  exists.  In  the 
case  of  an  action  against  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  to  recover 
damages,  as  to  which  there  was  no  common  law  right,  unless 
the  plaintiff  brings  himself  within  the  words  of  the  statute 
creating  the  right  he  cannot  sue.]  Rhodes  v.  Smethurst  {b) 
is  an  authority  that  if  the  statute  has  once  begun  to  run,  it 
will  continue  to  run,  notwithstanding  there  is  no  person 
who  can  be  sued.  In  Bradling  v.  Barrington  (c)  Lord 
Tenterden  observed  *^  that  there  is  always  danger  in  giving 
effect  to  what  is  called  the  equity  of  a  statute,  and  that  it 
is  much  safer  and  better  to  rely  on  and  abide  by  the  plain 
words,  although  the  legislature  might  possibly  have  provided 
for  other  cases  had  their  attention  been  directed  to  them.'' 
In  CurUwis  v.  771^  Earl  of  Momington  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  proceeded  on  the  ground 
that  the  case  was  concluded  by  the  construction  already 
put  on  the  21  Jac.  1,  c.  16.  Besides,  the  6th  section  of 
the  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c.  42,  only  gives  the  right  to  bring  a  new 
action  to  the  '*  plaintiff,  his  executors  or  administrators." 

(a)  2  A.  &  £.  3S9.  Exch.  Ch.,  6  M.  &  W.  351. 

(&)  4  M.  &  W.  42 ;  affirmed  in  (c)  6  B.  &  C.  467.  475. 
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Here  there  has  been  a  change  of  both  parties,  and  there 
is  no  identity  of  interest,  as  in  the  case  of  executors^  for 
the  plaintiff  is  the  assignee  of  the  insdvent  obligor,  and 
therefore  a  mere  stranger. — He  also  referred  to  HcweuU  ?• 
Bon8er{a), 

H,  MiUs,  in  reply,  referred  to  Spencer^s  Que  {b) ;  Com. 

Dig,  "  Abatement"  (P.), 

Ctir.  adv.  vult 

Bramwell,  B.,  now  said: — This  was  an  action  on  a 
bond  by  the  assignee  of  the  obligee,  who  bad  taken  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act,  and  the  question 
was,  whether,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  a  special 
case,  the  right  of  action  was  barred  by  the  Statute  of  limi- 
tations. On  the  24th  May,  1831,  the  obligee  commenced  an 
action  on  the  bond  against  the  obligor,  and  issue  was  joined 
and  notice  of  trial  given  in  that  action ;  but  it  abated  by  the 
death  of  the  obligor  on  the  Slst  December,  1835.  He  left 
a  willy  which  was  not  proved  by  the  executor  named 
therein,  and  there  was  no  person  who  could  be  sued  until 
the  18th  May,  1857,  when  administration  of  the  obligor^s 
effects,  with  his  will  annexed,  was  granted  to  the  defend- 
ant. Within  a  year  afterwards,  viz.  on  the  17th  May,  1858, 
the  present  action  was  commenced. 

In  the  course  of  the  argument  it  was  suggested  that  the 
case  might  fall  within  the  old  law  as  to  journeys  aocounts; 
but  a  little  consideration  will  shew  that  cannot  be  so,  be- 
cause a  proceeding  by  journeys  accounts  is  in  truth  the 
same  action  continued.  Here,  indeed,  the  action  abated 
by  the  death  of  the  defendant ;  but  if  it  had  not,  upon  the 
insolvency  of  the  plaintiff  the  defendant  might  have  pleaded 
in  bar  that  the  cause  of  action  had  vested  in  the  plaintiff's 
.  assignee;  and  it  seems  to  me  impossible  to  say  that  this  is 
(a)  3  Exch.  491.  500.  (h)  6  Bep.  9  6. 1 1  a. 
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a  coDtinuation  uf  an  action  to  which  such  a  plea  would 
have  been  a  good  plea  in  bar.  That  being  so,  the  principle 
of  the  proceeding  by  joomejs  accounts  is  inapplicable.  I 
notice  this  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  supposed  that  we 
have  overlooked  or  treated  with  indifference  the  observations 
of  Williams  J.  in  Curlewis  v.  Lord  Momingtonf  where  he 
says  that  the  judgment  in  that  case  might  be  justified  on 
the  ground  that  the  proceeding  by  journeys  accounts 
applied. 

The  question  therefore  is,  whether,  upon  the  facts  stated, 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover.  Now  there  are  very 
cogent  considerations  both  ways.  The  modern  rule  is  that 
statutes  must  be  construed  according  to  their  plain  and 
natural  meaning,  neither  adding  to  or  subtracting  from 
them;  and  if  we  were  now  called  upon  for  the  first  time 
to  construe  the  21  Jac  1,  c.  16,  there  would  be  difficulty 
in  putting  an  equitable  construction  upon  the  4th  section, 
and  saying  that  a  case  like  that  of  Curleuns  v.  Lard  Mor- 
ningion  was  within  the  equity  of  the  statute.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  21  Jac.  1,  c.  16,  has  for  many  years  been  so 
construed.  The  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c.  42,  is  certainly  in  pari 
materia  with  that  Act,  and  had  it  been  framed  in  this  way, 
— that  all  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  James  shall 
extend  to  actions  on  specialties,  with  this  difference,  that 
such  actions  shall  be  brought  within  twenty  years  of  the 
cause  of  action  instead  of  six  years,  it  could  scarcely  have 
been  said  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  statute  of 
James  did  not  apply  to  cases  arising  under  the  statute  of 
William.  It  seems  to  us  that  these  considerations  are 
almost  of  equal  value.  On  the  one  hand  it  may  be  said 
to  be  strange  that  the  legislature,  which  must  be  taken  to 
have  known  how  the  21  Jac.  1,  c  16,  has  been  construed, 
if  they  did  not  intend  the  3  &  4  Wm.  4,  c.  42,  to  receive 
a  similar  construction,  should  not  have  said  so.     On  the 
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Other  hand  it  may  appear  strange  that,  if  the  legislature 
intended  the  same  construction  to  be  put  on  the  statute  of 
William  which  had  been  put  on  the  statute  of  James,  thej 
did  not  insert  a  prov^ision  to  that  effect.  The  arguments  on 
the  one  side  and  on  the  other  are  of  almost  equal  weight. 
There  is,  however,  one  consideration  which  induces  us 
to  think  that  we  ought  to  give  judgment  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  that  is  this — the  great  hardship  and  unreasonableness 
of  holding  that  time  runs  against  a  person  who  can  do 
nothing  to  prevent  it,  and  saying  that  though  there  is  no 
person  in  existence  whom  he  can  sue,  yet  because  the 
statute  has  run  for  a  day  or  a  month,  during  which  there 
was  a  person  whom  he  sued,  it  still  continues  to  run. 
Possibly  the  legislature  might  say,  **  We  have  deliberately 
considered  that,  and  we  think  upon  the  whole  it  is  advis- 
able to  apply  the  general  principle,  although  it  may  work 
hardship  in  particular  cases.**  They  have  not,  however, 
said  so  in  words,  and  the  consideration  that  there  has  been 
a  uniform  course  of  decisions  upon  the  earlier  statute  for 
nearly  two  hundred  years  makes  us  think  that,  if  this 
matter  is  to  be  otherwise  determined,  it  should  be  so 
in  a  Court  of  error.  Our  judgment  is  therefore  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


TRINITY  TERM^    22    VICT.  631 

1869. 


GOODWYN   V.    ChEVELEY.  June  U. 

Trespass  for  seizing,  taking  and  impounding  certain   Where  cattle 

o»  o  re?  passing  along 

bullocks  of  the  plaintiff.  »  P«Wic  high. 

■^  ,  way  stray  into 

Plea  (inter  alia). — That  the  defendant  was  possessed  of  an  adjoining 

"I-.  1  t  field,  through 

a  certain  close,  situate  in  the  county  of  ELssex,  and  because  defect  of 

fences  the 

the  said  bullocks  were  wrongfully  in  his  said  close  doing  owner  of  the 

damage  therein,  he,  the  defendant,  seized  and  took  the  said  toremorethem 

bullocks  as  a  distress  for  the  said  damage,  and  drove  them  ^naWeMme- 

out  of  the  said  close  to  a  pound  in  the  county  aforesaid,  "^  '^^^f* "  • 

^  ./  '  reasonable 

where  he  impounded  them,  &c.  time  is  not  to  be 

determined  by 

Replication. — That,  before  and  at  the  said  time  when,  &c.,  the  Judge,  bat 

.       is  a  question 

the  close  in  the  plea  mentioned  did  lie,  and  still  does  lie,  for  the  jury, 

J  J-   •    •  ^  •  1    ^^^  reference 

contiguous  and  next  adjoining  to  a  certain  common  and  to  all  the 
public  Queen's  highway ;  that  the  fence  between  the  close  chpcumstaSces, 
of  the  defendant  and  the  said  highway,  before  and  at  the  said  ^^^  ^^ 
time  when,  &c.  was  ruinous  and  out  of  repair ;  and  that,  ^v,  *?^  ^2*<»"- 
by  reason  of  the  fence  being  so  ruinous  and  out  of  repair,  ««'A  B.,  dis- 

,  ,  sentiente.) 

the  said  bullocks  then  being  lawfully  passing  and  being      In  the  month 
driven  along  the  said  highway,  without  the  knowledge  of  between  fife  ' 
the  plaintiff,  and  against  his  will,  and  without  any  negli-  iq  the  erenlng, 
gence  on  the  part  of  himself  or  his  servants,  escaped  into  drovere  wero' 
the  close  of  .the  defendant,  and  were  there  seized  and  taken  ^"^buflock"^" 
by  the  defendant  before  the  plaintiff  had  any  notice  of  their  ?!<*°if  •  P"**}'® 

•^  r  .^  highway,  when 

thirteen  of 
them  strayed  into  the  defendant's  field  through  a  gap  in  the  fence.  The  drovers  left  them  in 
the  field  and  drove  the  other  twenty-three  to  the  nearest  public-house,  where  they  lodged  them 
for  the  night.  In  about  an  hour  the  drovers  returned  to  the  field  for  the  thirteen,  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  defendant  had  impounded  them.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  drovers  from 
immediately  driving  them  out  of  the  field  except  that  they  wished  to  take  care  of  the  others.  The 
plaintiff  having  brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  defendant  for  impounding  his  bullocks, 
the  learned  Jud^c  ruled  that  as  the  drovers  did  not  at  once  proceed  to  drive  the  builocks  out  of 
the  defendant's  field,  but  left  them  there  while  they  took  the  others  to  a  place  of  safety,  they 
did  not  remove  them  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant— JTc/cf,  a 
misdirection.    (Per  PoUoek,  C.  B.,  Marlin,  B.,  and  ChanneO,  B.     Bramweil,  B. ,  dissentiente. ) 
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SO  being  in  the  close  of  the  defendant,  and  before  the  plain- 
tiff could  drive  them  out 
e.  Rejoinder. — That,  before  the  committing  of  the  trespasses 

Cheyelxt* 

and  grievances  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  and  whilst  the 
said  bullocks  were  wrongfnlly  in  and  upon  the  said  close, 
the  plaintiff,  hisservants  and  agents,- in  that  behalf,  had  know* 
ledge  and  notice  that  the  said  bullocks  were  so  in  the  sdd  close 
as  aforesaid.  And  the  defendant  further  says  that  a  reason- 
able time  for  the  plaintiff,  his  servants  and  i^nts,  to  drive, 
and  during  which  they  might  and  ought  to  have  driven,  the 
said  bullocks  out  of  the  said  close,  elapsed  after  the  plain- 
tiff,  his  servants  and  agents,  had  such  knowledge  and  notice 
as  aforesaid,  and  before  the  committing  of  the  said  ties- 
passes  and  grievances,  but  the  said  bullocks  were  not  driven 
out  of  the  said  close,  but  remained  therein  until  the  com- 
mitting of  the  said  trespasses  and  grievances  by  the  neglect 
of  the  plaintiff,  his  servants  and  agents^  in  that  behalf  and 
without  anv  fault  of  the  defendant 

Issue  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Bramwelly  R,  at  the  Essex  Sammer 
Assiies,  1858,  the  following  Acts  appeared : — The  plaintiff 
was  a  cattle  dealer,  and  about  half  past  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  12th  of  November  hb  drover,  aaristed  bj 
another  man,  was  driving  thir^-six  bollocks  akxig  the 
highway  from  Widford  to  Sooth  Weald,  when  thirteen  of 
the  bollocks  strayed  into  the  defendant's  field  throogh  a 
gap  in  the  fence.  The  drover  left  them  in  the  field,  and 
drove  the  other  twenty-three  bollocks  to  the  nearest  poblic 
boose,  where  he  lodged  them  far  the  night.  In  aboot  an 
hoar  he  retamed  to  the  defendant's  field  far  the  thirteen 
bollocks^  but  in  the  mean  time  die  defendant  had  taken 
and  impounded  them.  The  drover,  who  w«b  a  witneas^ 
stated  that  nothing  ebe  pi  evented  him  from  imiiie£ately 
gettii^  the  thirteen  bollocks  cot  of  the  defendanl's  field 
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except  that  while  he  was  looking  after  them  he  might  have 
lost  the  twenty-three. 

It  was  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  the  v. 

plaintiff  had  not  removed  his  cattle  from  the  defendant's 
field  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  therefore  the  defendant 
was  justified  in  impounding  them.  The  learned  Judge 
told  the  jury  that,  as  the  plaintiff's  servant  stated  and  the 
fact  was,  instead  of  at  once  proceeding  to  drive  the  thirteen 
bollocks  out  of  the  defendant's  field,  he  left  them  there 
while  he  drove  the  others  to  a  place  of  safety,  he  did  not 
remove  them  within  a  reasonable  time;  and,  nnder  his 
Lordship's  direction,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant 

Ltuhf  in  last  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for 
a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection ;  against  which 

Hawkins  and  A  E.  Turner  shewed  cause  in  last  Easter 
Term  (April  21,  28). — The  ruling  of  the  learned  Judge 
was  correct  The  plaintiff  was  bound  to  remove  his  cattle 
from  the  defendant's  field  within  a  reasonable  time,  that  is, 
within  such  time  as  they  could  have  been  driven  out,  and 
there  was  evidence  that  they  might  have  been  removed 
sooner  than  they  were.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — A  "reasonable 
time"  means  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit.]  The 
drovers  ought  not  to  have  left  the  cattle  in  the  field  while 
they  drove  the  others  to  a  place  of  safety.  [PMock,  C.  B. 
— The  cattle  got  into  his  field  through  the  plaintiff's  neg- 
lect to  keep  up  his  fences,  and  he  has  no  right  to  require 
the  drovers  to  neglect  their  duty  in  taking  care  of  the  other 
cattle.]  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  men  from  im- 
mediately driving  the  cattle  out  of  the  field,  but  instead  of 
doing  so  they  wait  an  unreasonable  time.  [Pottocky  C.  B. 
— If  the  other  cattle  had  been  left  in  the  road  a  person 
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driving  in  the  dark  might  have  driven  ctwer  them.  Bnwh 
toell^  B. — Suppose  a  person  gives  an  order  to  m  tailor  to 
make  him  a  coat,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  the  tailor  saji 
that  he  has  laige  orders  and  cannot  finish  it  for  six  months.] 
That  would  of  itself  be  an  unreasonable  time  to  wait,  with- 
out reference  to  extrinsic  circumstances.  It  was  a  tiespan 
to  allow  the  cattle  to  remain  in  the  defendant's  field  after 
notice :  2  Wms.  Saund.  285  b^  note  4.  [PdOoek,  C.  B.-* 
Suppose  a  dense  fog  had  come  on,  or  an  accident  had 
happened  to  the  drover.  What  is  a  reasonable  time  mmt 
depend  on  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.] 


HomymajHj  in  support  of  the  rule. — A  *<  reasonable  time* 
means  the  time  within  which  the  cattle  might  have  been 
driven  out  of  the  field,  with  reference  to  the  surroonding 
circumstances^  The  defendant  is  in  one  sense  a  wrong- 
doer, since  the  cattle  got  into  the  field  through  his  neglect 
to  keep  up  his  fences.  [BramnoeB,  B. — A  peiBoo  is  not 
bound  to  fence  his  bnd.  PMad^  C  B. — On  the  one  hand 
he  b  not  bound  to  fence ;  on  the  other,  the  owner  of  the 
cattle  is  not  a  tirwyiaaMi  ontil  he  refuses  to  remove  them 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  notice.]  A  contract  by  a 
manu&ctorer  to  ftmiidi  oettain  specified  goods  ^  as  soon  as 
possible^  means  **  within  a  reasonable  time,*  regard  being 
had  to  the  mannfectnrer*s  ability  to  produce  diem  and  the 
orden  he  may  aboKly  haiv  in  hand :  AiiwooJ  ▼•  JEmKTy(a). 
What  is  a  reasonable  time  may,  in  some  cases,  be  a  qoestioo 
fcr  the  Judge,  as  in  the  case  of  nolioe  of  dishooonr  of  a  bill 
of  exchanpp;  hot  where  the  qoestioo  depends  on  a  variety 
of  csirmnstances  it  oc^t  to  be  left  to  the  jory :  Faeej^  v. 
BmdMm  ti  k  In  an  action  against  an  overseer,  under  the 
IT  Geo.  3«  c.  3v  &  ^  far  not  gnin^  to  an  inhabitant  of  the 

i«>  :  c.  R.  X.  s.  n«L  (ft)  s  B.  1^  c.  21s. 
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township,  as  directed  by  section  2,  a  cop;  of  a  rate  ^'  forth- 
with" upon  demand  and  offer  of  payment,  it  was  held  that 
it  was  the  Judge's  duty  to  tell  the  jury,  as  a  direction  in  «• 

point  of  law  on  the  facts  proved,  that  the  copy  was  or  was 
not  given  forthwith,  but  that  he  was  right  in  leaving  it  to 
them  to  say  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it  had  or 
had  not  been  given  in  reasonable  time,  and  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  reasonable  construction,  *' forthwith:"  Tennant 
V.  Bell  (a).  [Channelly  6.— In  MuUick  v.  RadakUsenib)  it 
was  held  that  a  bill  of  exchange  must  be  presented  in  a 
reasonable  time,  with  reference  to  the  interest  of  the 
drawer  to  put  the  bill  into  circulation,  or  the  interest  of 
the  drawee  to  have  the  bill  speedily  presented,  and  that 
what  constitutes  a  reasonable  time  is  a  mixed  question  of  law 
and  fact  for  the  determination  of  the  Court  and  the  jury.] 
PhilUps  V.  Irving  {c)  decided  that,  in  a  policy  on  a  seeking 
ship,  a  detention  for  a  reasonable  time  for  the  purposes  of 
the  seeking  adventure  must  be  allowed ;  and  whether  the 
time  is  reasonable  is  to  be  determined  by  the  state  of  things 
at  the  port  where  the  ship  happens  to  be.  Burton  v. 
Griffiths  (d)  and  Temple  v.  PuOen  {e)  are  also  authorities 
that  what  is  a  reasonable  time  is  a  question  for  the 
jury. — He  also  referred  to  1  Taylor  on  Evidence,  p,  36, 

3rd  ed. 

Cur.  adv.  vulL 

Bramwbll,  B.,  now  said : — In  this  case,  which  was  tried 
f)etbre  roe,  we  are  not  all  agreed.  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  alone  in  the  opinion  I  entertain — an  opinion  which 
I  expressed  at  the  trial  and  which  I  now  abide  by.     But  in 

(a)  9  Q.  B.  6S4.  (d)  11  M.  &  W.  S17. 

(h)  9  Moo.  P.  C.  46.  (tf)  S  Exch.  3S9. 

(c)  7  Man.  &  G.  325. 

VOL.  IV. — N.  8.  T   T  SXGH. 
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order  to  render  the  judgmeDt  which  I  am  aboat  to  deUm 
more  iDtelligible,  I  will  shortly  state  what  the  queatioo  wil 
The  plaintiff  complained  that  the  defendant  took  and  is- 
poanded  his  cattle.  The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  took 
them  damage  feasant  in  bis  dose.  The  plaintiff  replied 
that  the  cattle  were  passing  along  a  highway,  and  that  they 
escaped  into  the  close  in  consequence  of  the  fence  being 
oat  of  repair.  The  defendant  rejoined  that  afker  the  plain- 
tiff had  notice  that  the  cattle  were  in  the  doae,  a  rcanonahla 
time  elapsed  during  which  they  might  and  ooght  to  hate 
been  driven  out,  but  were  not.  Upon  that  the  plaintiff 
took  issue.  At  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  pUintiffli 
drover,  assisted  by  another  man,  was  drtring  thirty-az 
oxen  along  a  highway.  It  was  dark,  and  there  waa  a  gap 
in  the  fence  <^  the  defendant's  field,  who  was  not  shewn  to 
have  been  under  any  obligation  to  fence,  and  through  this 
gap  thirteen  of  the  cattle  strayed  into  the  field.  Th$ 
plaintiff's  men,  thinking  it  better  to  leave  them  safely 
where  they  were  than  to  leave  the  other  cattle  in  the  road 
unprotected,  drove  the  latter  on  to  the  neamt  house  where 
they  lodged  them  for  the  night,  and  with  all  oonveoieot  speed 
returned  to  the  defendant's  field.  When  they  arrived  theve^ 
the  catde  which  had  strayed  into  it  had  been  taken  and 
impounded.  The  drover,  who  was  a  witness,  said:  **Thal 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  driving  the  cattle  off 
the  defendant's  field,  except  that  he  preferred  taking  care 
of  those  which  had  not  esc^ied.*  It  was  about  an  hour 
between  the  time  when  the  cattle  got  into  the  defendant  a 
field  and  the  plaintiff's  men  were  enabled  to  come  back  to 
take  them  away.  It  is  not  necessary,  however^  to  be  paiti* 
cular  as  to  the  time,  because  it  was  admitted  by  the  plain- 
tiff*s  men  that  they  could,  had  they  thought  fit»  hne  got 
the  cattle  out  of  the  defendant  s  close  befbie  they  were 
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impoonded.  Upon  these  facts  I  ruled  that  it  appeared 
upon  the  plaintiff's  case,  and  was  indeed  admitted,  that  his 
men  had  not  removed  or  tried  to  remove  the  cattle  within  9, 

CUEVBLET. 

a  reasonable  time,  and  consequently  that  the  defendant  had 
not  impounded  them  before  a  reasonable  time  for  their 
being  removed  had  elapsed.  Accordingly  I  directed  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  and  my  ruling  has  been  ques- 
tioned by  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
direction. I  now  propose  to  shew  why  I  think  that  ruling 
was  correct. 

In  cases  of  this  description  there  is  always  some  con- 
fusion as  to  how  far  the  question  is  one  of  law  or  of  fact. 
In  my  opinion  these  cases  raise  two  questions ;  first,  what 
is  the  rule  of  law  to  determine  what  is  or  is  not  a  reason- 
able time ;  secondly,  whether  the  facts  are  within  that  rule  ? 
I  do  not  know  a  better  illustration  than  that  mentioned  in 
the  course  of  the  argument.     A  person  gives  a  tailor  an 
order  for  a  coat     The  coat  is  brought  home  at  the  end  of 
six  months.     The  person  who  ordered  it  refuses  to  take  it, 
upon  which  an  action  is  brought ;    and  the  question  is, 
whether  the  coat  was  tendered  within  a  reasonable  time. 
We  will  suppose  the  plaintiff  to  admit  that  the  ordinary 
time  within  which  a  coat  is  made  and  delivered  is  a  week 
cyr  ten  days,  at  all  events  that  six  months  is  a  great  deal 
longer  than  the  ordinary  time.   In  such  a  case  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  Judge  might  direct  a  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant    He  might  say  to  the  jury,  *'  The  law  is  that  a 
tradesman  is  bound,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  to  deliver  or 
tender  the  article  within  a  reasonable  time ;  and  a  reason- 
able time,  in  the  absence  of  anything  to  controul  the  parti- 
cular contract,  is  the  ordinary  time.     That  being  the  law, 
and  it  being  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  that  he  did   not 
deliver  the  coat  within   that  time,   you  must  find  your 
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verdict  for  the  defendaDt.*'  So  here,  it  seems  to  me  (as 
I  held  at  the  trial  aod  still  think),  that  a  reasonable  time 
means  a  reasonable  time  to  do  the  act  without  reference  to 
extrinsic  circumstances ;  and  that,  as  it  was  admitted  that 
the  act  could  have  been  done  within  that  time,  but  longer 
time  was  taken  because  extrinsic  circumstances  made  it 
desirable,  I  was  right  in  directing  a  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant No  doubt  there  are  cases  in  which  the  question 
must  be  left  to  the  jury.  For  instance — to  put  again  the 
case  of  the  coat — suppose  some  witnesses  stated  that  the 
usual  time  to  deliver  a  coat  is  a  week,  and  others  said  it  is  a 
month,  the  Judge  could  only  say  to  the  jury,  **  I  role  that 
it  ought  to  be  delivered  within  a  reasonable  time ;  and  it  is 
for  you  to  determine  what  that  time  is."  But  it  seems  to 
me  that,  where  it  is  admitted  that  the  time-  exceeds  that 
which  b  by  law  a  reasonable  time,  the  Judge  is  not  only 
warranted  but  is  bound  to  direct  a  verdict  for  the  defend- 
ani^  in  the  same  way  as  he  would  be  bound  to  direct  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  if  the  coat  had  been  delivered  in 
the  ordinary  time. 

Then  was  I  right  in  holding  that  a  ^'reasonable  time* 
means  a  reasonable  time  to  do  the  act  without  reference  to 
extrinsic  circumstances  ?  I  think  I  was,  and  I  will  proceed 
to  shew  why.  The  plaintiff  was  not  justified  in  allowing 
his  cattle  to  trespass  on  the  defendant's  land.  He  had  a 
right  to  take  his  cattle  along  the  highway ;  and,  when  cattle 
are  driven  along  a  highway,  if  there  are  no  fences  to  the 
adjoining  land  it  is  certain  that  the  cattle  will  stray.  That 
is  an  unvoidable  injury  which  persons  whose  lands  border 
on  a  highway  must  sustain.  But  the  immunity  of  the  plain- 
tiff extends  no  further  than  necessity  requires ;  and,  as  there 
was  no  necessity  for  his  cattle  remaining  on  the  defendant's 
land  any  longer  than  the  time  required  to  drive  them  off, 
it  seems  to  me  manifest  that  they  remained  there  an  unrea- 
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sonable  time,  and  consequently  that  the  defendant  did  not 
distrain  them  before  a  reasonable  time  for  their  removal 
had  elapsed.     The  fallacy  of  the  argument  on  the  other  v. 

side  is  in  considering  the  question  of  reasonableness  with 
reference  to  the  situation  of  the  plaintiff.  I  admit  that,  if 
the  plaintiff  had  complained  of  his  men  for  leaving  the 
cattle  in  the  defendant's  field  instead  of  at  once  driving 
them  out,  and  had  said,  ^^  Your  behaviour  was  not  reason- 
able behaviour,*'  they,  as  his  servants,  would  have  had  an 
excellent  answer,  because  they  would  have  been  at  liberty 
to  say,  "  It  was  the  best  thing  we  could  do  for  you."  But 
here,  the  question  is  not  what  was  the  best  thing  they  could 
do  for  the  plaintiff,  but  what  was  the  best  thing  they  could 
do  for  the  defendant  upon  whose  land  the  plaintiff's  cattle 
had  trespassed.  In  like  manner,  it  may  be  that  the  public 
would  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  drovers  in  leaving  the 
cattle  safely  browsing  upon  the  defendant's  pasture  while 
they  took  the  others  to  a  place  of  security,  rather  than  leave 
them  unprotected  in  the  road  to  wander  about  and  possibly 
do  mischief.  But  it  is  the  case  of  the  defendant  that  is  to 
be  considered,  not  that  of  the  public.  If  the  question  was 
whether  the  drovers  ought  to  be  punished  for  what  they 
did,  I  should  say  they  ought  not.  But  the  question  is,  whnt 
is  the  defendant's  right  in  the  matter  ?  His  right  is  to  have 
his  land  trespassed  upon  as  little  as  possible;  that  is,  to 
no  greater  extent  than  is  absolutely  unavoidable.  I  there- 
fore think  that  a  reasonable  time  was  such  as,  and  no  more 
than  w&s  required  for  the  act  of  driving  the  cattle  out  of 
the  field.  The  case  was  argued  as  though  there  had  been 
some  hardship  on  the  plaintiff  in  having  his  cattle  distrained 
and  impounded,  but  there  is  none.  Was  the  defendant  to 
have  his  crops  grazed  upon  until  the  plaintiff  could  get 
a  convenient  time  to  remove  the  cattle  ?  If  so,  they  might 
have  continued   in   the  defendant's  field  for  twenty-four 
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hours  because  the  drovers  could  not  sooner  hare  housed 
the  other  cattle.     If  the  question  be  whether  the  defend- 
V-  ant's  herbage  is  to  be  grazed  upon  bj  the  plainuff*8  cattle 

without  any  compensation,  until  it  is  conyenient  for  the 
drovers  to  remove  them,  or  whether  the  plaintiff  b  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  inconvenience  of  getting  his  cattle  out  of  the 
pound ;  it  seems  to  me  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  bear  the 
loss,  for  he  had  no  right  to  have  his  cattle  in  the  defend- 
ant's field,  and  his  immunitj  from  the  consequence  of  his 
cattle  having  trespassed  on  the  defendant^  land  only  ex- 
tended so  far  as  was  necessary,  and  there  was  no  physical 
impossibility  in  their  being  immediately  driven  out.  Another 
consideration  will  shew  the  hardship  on  the  defendant  He 
finds  cattle  grazing  in  his  field :  he  has  no  notice  that  they 
will  be  taken  away,  nor  is  there  anything  to  indicate 
whether  he  may  or  may  not  impound  them.  How  long 
is  he  to  let  them  remain?  What  is  he  to  do?  Is  he 
to  inquire  of  everyone  he  meets  whether  he  has  seen  any 
persons  driving  other  cattle  along  the  road  with  the  appear- 
ance of  an  intention  to  return  and  remove  the  cattle  fix>m 
his  field?  He  can  do  nothing  but  impound  them.  For 
these  reasons  I  think  that  my  ruling  was  right.  At  the 
trial  I  thought  it  a  clear  case,  and  I  think  so  how.  I  am 
sorry  to  differ  fix>m  the  rest  of  the  Court,  but  this  being  my 
opinion  I  am  bound  to  express  it. 

Martin,  B. — In  my  opinion  this  point  is  essentially  a 
question  for  the  jury,  and  not  a  question  for  the  Judge.  It 
is  said  that  the  defendant  was  not  to  blame :  I  do  not  say 
he  was.  I  am  not  aware  that  he  could  be  mdicted  for 
not  fencing  bis  field  from  the  road,  as  most  people  in  this 
country  do.  But  if  a  person  will  neglect  to  fence  he  must 
put  up  with  the  inconveniences  consequent  upon  it;  and 
one  is,  that  cattle  being  driven  along  the  road  will  ooca- 
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tiooally  stray.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  plaintiff's  man        1859. 
did  all  that  he  conld  be  reasonably  required  to  do.     I      q^^^^ 
think  he  was  under  no  oblisation  to  leave  the  rest  of  his     ^     •- 

^  Cbeyblby. 

master's  cattle  to  stray  at  nightfall  upon  the  road^  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  defendant  from  the  consequence  of 
bis  neglect  to  fence  his  field.  However,  all  I  say  is  that 
this  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  and  not  a  question  as  to 
which  a  Judge  can  take  upon  himself  to  direct  absolutely  a 
verdict  one  way  or  the  other. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  think  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  abso- 
lute. My  brother  BramweWs  direction  was  in  substance 
this,— that  if  more  time  was  taken  to  remove  the  cattle 
from  the  defendant's  field  than  was  reasonably  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  only,  without 
reference  to  extrinsic  circumstances,  then  the  cattle  weiie 
not  removed  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  the  defendant 
had  a  right  to  distrain  them.  In  my  opinion  that  is  not 
the  law.  It  certainly  is  not,  according  to  any  authority 
which  has  been  cited.  The  question  is,  whether  the 
owner  of  land  adjoining  a  highway,  who  neglects  to 
fence  it  against  the  encroachments  of  cattle  passing  along 
the  highway,  is  entitled  to  require  the  drovers  (whom  on 
this  occasion  I  will  assume  were  the  proper  number)  to 
remove  the  cattle  which  have  strayed  on  his  land,  without 
reference  to  any  other  consideration  whatever.  If  the  cattle 
remaining  in  the  highway  had  injured  any  person  so  that 
he  was  in  peril  of  his  life,  or  if  a  sheriff  called  on  the 
drovers  in  the  Queen's  name  to  arrest  a  felon  in  the  field, 
or  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace,  these  and  similar  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  suggested,  are  to  have  no  weight  whatever, 
and  the  owner  of  the  land  has  a  right  to  the  instant  atten- 
tion of  the  drovers,  in  neglect  of  every  other,  even  a  public 
duty,  to  remove  from  his  land  the  cattle  which  he  might 
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have  exclnded,   if  he   had -taken  the  ordinary  roeana  of 


fencing  it  from  the  highway.     I  think  that  the  owner  of 

V.         .  land  adjoining  a  highway,  opon  whose  property  cattle  hate 

Ohktblbt 

strayed,  has  a  right  to  have  them  removed  within  a  reason- 
able time  with  reference  to  all  the  circomstances  of  the 
transaction  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence ;  and  that,  inss- 
moch  as  cattle  on  a  highway  require  some  care,  both  ai 
regards  the  public  and  the  cattle  themselves^  especially  at 
night,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  if  the 
cattle  on  the  highway  can  be  taken  to  a  place  of  safiety 
within  a  reaaonaUe  time,  the  drovers  may  do  so  and  return 
to  drive  off  the  land  those  which  have  strayed.  Whether 
the  time  is  reasonable  may  be  fiurly  submitted  to  the  jury. 
If  the  cattle  on  the  highway  caimoc  be  put  in  a  place  of 
safety  (or  many  bourse  it  may  be  a  qnestioo  for  the  jury 
whether  the  cattle  in  the  6eld  ought  not  to  be  removed  more 
immediately.  Here,  the  jury  have  ixA  bad  it  submitted  to 
them  whether,  with  reference  to  aD  the  circnmstanoes^  a  rea- 
sonable time  elapsed  without  the  cattle  being  reoKived  600 
the  defendant*s  field.  I  therefore  think  that  there  on^t 
to  be  a  new  trial  My  brother  Ckammdl  is  of  the 
opinion. 

Rule  abaolote  («). 


(«)  TW  canae  euae  oa  apua      tke  Tmwi  Smmmupr  Kmmu  I859i, 
fcr  oral  befcre  fffi  !<■  ■.  J^  at      vkenajarar  was 
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HoRTON  V.  William  Sater,  Executor  of  the  last  Will  and       /»««  b. 

Testament  of  Edward  Sater. 

JLIECLARATION,  bj  a^ignee  of  the  reversion,  on  an  To  in  action 
indenture  of  lease,  whereby  one  John  Stokes  demised  to  of  covenant 
the  defendant's   testator  a  coal  mine  for  a  term  of  sixty  ^^i^denture 
years,  from  the  8th  of  February,  1842,  at  a  certain  yearly  S^fi*",^^^**'® 
rent  or  royalty;  and  the  defendant's  testator  covenanted  to  pleaded  that 

"       "^  It  vras  agreed 

raise  annually  4000  tons  of  coal. — Breach  :  that  the  defend-  by  and  between 

.  *ne  parties  to 

ant  s  testator  did  not  annually  raise  4000  tons  of  coal.  the  indenture, 

Plea. — That  it  was  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  diflference, 
to  the  above  mentioned  indenture  of  lease,  that  if  at  any  troversy,' doubt, 
time  or  times  during  the  said  term  thereby  granted  and  gbo^ldlJ^ro 
demised,  or  intended  so  to  be,  or  at  or  after  the  expire-  **^|!J^Y**®i, 
tion  or  other  sooner  determination  thereof,  any  difference,  ^^S  ^^  «>o- 

•^  ccmmg  any 

variance,  controversy  or  doubt,  or  question  should  arise,  covenant, 

^  ^  clause,  proviso, 

happen  or  be  raised  between  the  said  parties  thereto,  of  matter  or 
their  respective  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  said  indenture 

,  .     •  .        1  •  .  contained, 

or  Other  representatives,  toucliing  or  concerning  any  cove-  then  all  and 
nant,  clause,   proviso,  word,  matter  or  thing  in  the  said  matter'indiffer- 
indenture  expressed  or  contained,  or  the  meaning  or  con-  ^^di^„^ 
struction  thereof,  then  and  in  such  case,  and  so  often  as  the  r"°l^®**  •"^, 

finally  ended 

same  should  happen,  all  and  every  the  matters  in  difference,  by  arbitrators 

chosen  as 

vanance,   controversy,  doubt  or  question,  should  be  dis-  therein  pro- 
cussed,  resolved,  and  finally  settled,  ended  and  determined  the  parties  to 
by  two  indifferent  persons,  or  arbitrators,  and  one  of  the  ^^^  should 
said  arbitrators  should  be  nominated  and  chosen  by  the  "°1  ?!]?r^I!*® 

•^  any  suit,  or 

seek  any 
remedy  either 
in  law  or  equity  for  relief  in  the  premises  without  first  submitting  to  such  arbitration  and  refer- 
ence.— Averments :  that  the  plaintiflT's  claim,  and  the  defendant's  defence  thereto,  was  a  matter 
in  difference  which  arose  touching  and  concerning  the  covenants  in  the  said  indenture,  and  that 
the  defendant  was  ready  and  willmg  to  submit  the  same  to  arbitration,  and  had  done  all  things 
necessary  to  entitle  him  to  have  the  same  submitted : — Hild,  that  the  plea  was  bad,  since  tbe 
covenant  was  an  absolute  agreement  to  oust  the  superior  Courts  of  their  jurisdiction,  and 
therefore  void. 
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said  John  Stokes,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administratorai 
and  the  other  of  the  said  arbitrators  should  be  nominated 
and  chosen  by  the  said  Edward  Sajer,  his  executors,  admi- 
nistrators or  assigns,  within  two  calendar  months  next  after 
any  such  difference,  variance,  controversy,  doubt  or  ques- 
tion should  arise,  happen  or  be  moved  as  aforesaid ;  and  in 
case  either  party  should  receive  from  the  other  party  notice 
in  writing,  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  to  nominate 
and  choose  a  person  as  an  arbitrator  for  the  parpoeea  afor^ 
said,  and  should  n^lect  or  refuse  for  the  space  of  two 
calendar  months  after  such  notice  should  have  been  received 
to  nominate  and  chooee  a  person  as  an  arbitrator,  then  and 
in  such  case,  and  so  often  as  the  same  diould  happen,  it 
should  be  lawftil  for  the  other  party,  at  the  expiration  of 
said  last  mentioned  two  calendar  montfaa,  to  nominate  and 
choose  both  the  persons  to  be  arbitrators  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  in  case  the  two  persons  to  be  nominated  and 
chosen  to  be  such  arbitrators  by  any  of  the  means  afore- 
said cannot  Bnally  agree  in  opinion  in  regard  to  the  matteis 
to  be  referred  to  them  firom  time  to  time,  within  one  calendar 
month  next  after  the  same  should  be  so  referred  to  them^ 
then  and  in  every  such  case  the  same  should  be  discussed 
and  Bnally  settled,  ended  and  determined  by  such  one  indif- 
ferent person  as  the  said  two  arbitrators  for  the  time  being 
should  for  that  purpose  finom  time  to  time  nominate  and 
appoint  as  um^Hie  in  the  same  matters,  who  should  finally 
end  and  determine  the  same  within  one  calendar  month 
next  after  the  matter  in  dispute  should  be  referred  to  him 
as  such  umpire,  and  such  umpire  should  be  named  and 
appcnnted  before  the  two  arbitrators  should  proceed  to  coi»- 
»der  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  whatsoever  award, 
order,  or  determination  the  said  two  arbitrators,  or  the  said 
umpire,  within  the  respective  times  aforesaid,  should  make 
of  or  concerning  the  matter  so  to  be  referred  to  them  or 
him  as  aforesaid  between  the  parties  in  difference,  variance. 
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controversy,  doubt  or  question,  be  tbe  said  Jobn  Stokes,  for 
himself,  bis  beirs,  executors  and  administrators,  covenanted, 
promised  and  agreed  witb  and  to  tbe  said  £.  Sayer,  bis 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  stand  to,  obey,  per- 
form, and  keep ;  and  be  tbe  said  E.  Sayer,  for  bimself,  his 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  covenanted,  promised 
and  agreed  witb  and  to  tbe  said  Jobn  Stokes,  bis  beirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  stand  to,  obey, 
perform  and  keep.  And  it  was  further  agreed  and  de- 
clared by  and  between  tbe  parties  to  tbe  aforesaid  inden- 
ture, that  every  such  award,  order,  or  determination  should 
be  binding  and  conchisive  to  all  intents  and  purposes  upon 
tbe  said  parties  thereto  and  each  of  them,  their  and  each 
of  their  beirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  or 
other  representatives,  so  as  to  preclude  all  further  difference, 
variance,  controversy,  doubt  or  question  in  or  about  the 
matters  lastly  aforesaid ;  and  it  was  thereby  further  declared 
and  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  to  tbe  said  inden- 
ture, that  tbe  several  submissions  to  such  award,  order,  or 
determination  to  be  made  by  the  said  arbitrators  or  umpire 
as  aforesaid,  should  be  made  a  rule  of  her  Majesty's  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  at  Westminster,  if  tbe  parties  to  tbe  said 
indenture,  or  either  of  them,  their  or  either  of  their  beirs, 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  or  other  representatives 
should  require  it,  and  the  justices  for  the  time  being  of  tbe 
said  Court  should  think  fit  so  to  do;  and  that  the  parties 
thereto,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  their  or  any  or  either  of 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  or  other  . 
representatives,  should  not  commence  or  prosecute  any 
action  or  suit,  or  seek  any  remedy  either  in  law  or  equity 
for  relief  in  tbe  premises  without  first  submitting  to  such 
arbitration  and  reference  as  aforesaid  all  matters  in  difier- 
ence,  variance,  controversy,  duubt,  or  question,  according 
to  tbe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  indenture.    And 
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the  defendant  sajs  that  the  plaintiflP*8*daini  in  ihia  actioo 
and  the  defendant's  answer  and  defence  thereto  always  froa 
the  time  of  the  arising  thereof  was  and  is  a  diflereooe  and 
matter  in  difference  which  arose  between  the  (daiotiff  and 
defendant  before  this  suit,  touching  and  concerning  the  sud 
covenant  in  the  said  indenture  contained,  and  a  matter  so 
agreed  to  be  referred  to  arbitration,  and  the  determination 
of  which  always  from  time  of  the  arising  thereof  depended, 
and  stilk  depends,  on  the  meaning  or  constroction  <if  (tiveis 
of  the  covenants,  clauses  and  things  in  the  said  indenture 
contained ;  and  the  defendant  says  that  he  was  always  ready 
and  willing  to  have  the  said  diflRnnence  and  matter  in  differ- 
ence submitted  to  such  arbitration  and  reference  as  afioresskl 
from  the  time  when  the  same  so  arose  to  the  commencement 
of  thb  suit,  and  still  is  so;  and  that,  after  the  same  so  arose, 
and  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  to  wit,  on  the 
7th  March,  1859,  he  gave  notice  in  writii^  under  his  hand 
to  the  plaintiff  of  snch  hb  readiness  and  willingness,  and 
that  he  nominated,  as  in  bet  he  did  nominate  and  choose, 
one  Henry  Bed^ett,  a  fit  person  in  that  behalf  as  an  arbi- 
trator, on  the  part  of  him  the  defendant,  to  determine  the 
said  difierence  and  matters  in  difierence  according  to  the 
said  agreement,  and  required  the  plaintiff  to  nominate  and 
choose  an  arbitrator  on  his  part  for  the  like  purpose.  And 
the  defendant  says  that  he  has  always  done  all  things  neeea* 
sary  to  entide  him  to  have  the  said  difference  amd  matta*  in 
difference  submitted  to  soch  arbitration  amd  reference  m 
afecesaid ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  commenced  this  action 
within  two  calendar  months  after  the  plaintiff  rcceired  the 
said  notice  to  nominate  and  choose  a  person  aa  an  arbitiator 
as  aforesaid,  and  while  the  said  difference  and  matter  in 
difierence  ought  to  have  been  and  before  it  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  <uch  arbitncion  and  reference  as  aforesaid. 
Demurrer,  and  joinder  thereuiL 
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DowdesweUy  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — It  is  an  estab- 
lished principle  that  an  agreement  to  refer  matters  in  dispute 
to  arbitration  does  not  oust  the  Courts  of  their  jurisdiction : 
ISU  V.  HolUster  (a),  Thompson  v.  Chamock  (i),  Tattersale  v. 
Groote{c\  and  Watson  on  Arbitration,  p.  10,  3rd  ed.     That 
principle  was  recognised  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  Scott  v. 
Avery  {d)y  where  this  distinction  was  drawn,  that  any  person 
may  covenant  that  no  right  of  action  shall  accrue  till  a  third 
person  has  decided  on  any  difference  that  may  arise  between 
himself  and  the  other  party  to  the  covenant     In  the  course 
of  the  argument  of  Scott  v.  Avery  {e)  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, Parke,  B.,  referred  to  Co.  Litt.  53  &,  where  it  is 
said:    ^*If  a  man   make   a   lease  for  life,  and   by   deed 
grant  that   if  anji  waste  or  destruction  be  done,  that  it 
shall    be    redressed  by  neighbours    and   not   by   suit  or 
plea,   notwithstanding,  an  action   of  waste  shall  lie,  for 
the   place  wasted  cannot  be  recovered   without   a  plea." 
And  Martin,  B.,  explained  the  principle  by  reference  to 
this  passage  in  Sheppard's  Touchstone,  p.  373,  ^^  When  the 
condition  of  an  obligation  in  the  matter  of  it  is  repugnant 
to  the  obligation  itself,  there  the  condition  is  void  and  the 
obligation   good."     The,  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scott  V.  Avery  {e)  was  reversed  on  the  ground 
that  the  agreement  did  not  oust  the  Court  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion, since  it  did  not  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  right  to 
sue,  but  only  rendered  it  a  condition  precedent  that  the 
amount  to  be  recovered  should  be  first  ascertained  by  a 
committee  or  arbitrators.     This  is  not  the  case  of  a  cove- 
nant for  the  breach  of  which  the  covenantor  is  to  pay  such 
a  sum  as  an  arbitrator  shall  award  as  the  amount  of  damage, 
but  it  is  a  covenant  to  refer  to  arbitration  a  cause  of  action 

(a)  1  Wils.  129.  (d)  6  H.  L.  Gas.  811. 

(b)  8  T.  R.  139.  (e)  8  Ezch.  487.  497. 

(c)  2Bo6.  &P.  131. 
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which  may  be  enforced  id  a  Court  of  law.  Where  a  rig^ 
of  action  exists,  it  is  against  the  policy  of  the  law  to  give 
eflfect  to  an  agreement  that  such  a  right  diall  not  be  eofiRoed 
throi]^  the  mediam  of  the  ordinary  trSNinala :  8eM  ▼•  21r 
Carporaikm  af  Uoerpool  (a).  In  one  sense  die  agp cedent 
is  not  invalid,  for  an  action  may  be  muntaincd  far  the 
breach  of  it:  LhmiffMtm  y.  JZalS(»>.  This  is  not  a 
nant  wUch  rons  with  the  land ;  bnC  it  is  fike  a 
not  to  sne  far  a  limited  time,  irfiich  is  not  plradaHp  in  bar: 
TkimbUyw.BarTm{e},FmJw.Bigdk{Jj.—HeJbomgaBi 

that  the  covenant  did  not  extend  to  the  aaamee  of  the 
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instrumeDt  must  be  read  together  in  order  to  see  whether 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  no  action  should 
be  brought:  Lady  Foley  v.  Fletcher  {a).  This  is  not  a 
mere  agreement  to  refer ;  but  on  the  face  of  it  there  is  the 
express  intention  of  the  parties  that  no  action  shall  be 
brought  until  after  an  arbitrator  has  determined  whether 
the  defendant  has  got  the  agreed  quantity  of  coah  This  is 
not  an  independant  covenant,  but  an  agreement  qualifying 
the  effect  of  the  previous  covenant 

DawdesweU  replied 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  judgment.  Except  for  the  case  of  Scott  v* 
Avery,  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  matter.  That 
case  decided  that  where  a  covenant  creates  a  sort  of  con- 
dition  precedent  to  the  bringing  an  action  for  the  breach  of 
it,  the  remedy  in  the  Courts  of  Westminster  Hall  cannot 
be  resorted  to  until  the  condition  precedent  is  fulfilled.  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  case  is  dbtinguishable  from  Scott  v. 
Avery  ;  but  it  is  suflBcient  to  say  that,  not  being  governed  by 
Scott  V.  Avery,  it  falls  within  the  rule  which  has  been  acted 
on  for  above  a  century,  and  according  to  which  the  superior 
Courts  of  law  cannot  be  ousted  of  their  jurisdiction  by  the 
mere  agreement  of  the  parties ;  or,  in  other  wonk,  that  an 
agreement  to  refer  does  not  prevent  the  parties  from  resort* 
ing  to  a  Court  of  law  to  enforce  their  rights  or  redress  their 
wrongs.  But,  even  before  the  case  of  Scott  v.  Avery,  there 
was  a  form  in  which  a  covenant,  or  condition,  or  proviso 
might  be  framed,  which  would  prevent  the  parties  from 
maintaining  any  action  until  the  amount  to  be  paid  was 
ascertained  by  a  third  person ;  for  instance,  if  there  was  a 

(a)  3  H.  &  N.  769. 
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covenant  to  pay  for  building  a  house,  or  for  the  perform- 
ance of  any  work,  such  a  sum  as  A.  B.  should  think  reason- 
able, with  a  stipulation  that  the  party  who  performed  the 
work  should  not  claim  anything  except  what  A.  B.  awarded; 
there  the  party  could  not  maintain  any  action  until  A.  B. 
had  found  what  was  due ;  for  there  would  be  no  contract 
to  pay  in  any  other  way.  In  this  case,  however,  the  deed 
discloses  nothing  more  than  an  agreement  generally  to  refer 
all  disputes  to  arbitration,  and  that  does  not  prevent  the 
plaintiff  from  maintaining  this  action. 

Martin,  B. — I  do  not  dissent ;  but  I  cannot  distinguish 
this  case  from  what  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Campbell  in  his 
judgment  in  Scott  v.  Avery.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  that 
judgment  is  right,  this  plea  is  good;  and  I  think  that  the  deci- 
sion in  Scott  V.  Avery  cannot  be  upheld  unless  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Campbell  is  right ;  although  I  may  observe  that  some 
of  the  learned  Judges  found  their  judgments  on  a  contrary 
principle.  Scott  v.  Avery  was  nothing  more  than  the  case 
of  a  policy  of  insurance,  with  a  clause  that,  in  the  event  of 
any  difference  between  the  underwriters  and  the  insured, 
it  should  be  referred  to  arbitration.  Lord  Campbell  cer- 
tainly held  that  an  agreement  to  refer  any  dispute  to  arbitra- 
tion is  binding,  and  that  no  action  can  be  maintained  until 
after  an  adjudication  by  the  arbitrator.  It  seems  to  me 
that  Scott  V.  Avery  has  overruled  all  the  previous  decisions 
on  the  subject  If  parties  choose  to  arrange  that,  before 
any  action  is  brought  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  an  arbitrator 
shall  ascertain  the  sum  to  be  paid,  that  seems  to  me  only  a 
circuitous  mode  of  saying  that  no  action  shall  be  brought 
I  am  glad  to  say  that,  by  the  11th  section  of  the  CommoQ 
Law  Procedure  Act,  1854,  if  an  action  is  commenced  after 
the  parties  have  agreed  to  refer  any  differences  to  arbitra- 
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tioD,  the  Court  or  a  Judge  may  stay  the  proceedings.        1859. 
That  enactment  renders  our  decision  in  this  case  of  less       horton 
importance  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  '* 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  judgment.     I  think  that   Scott  v.  Avery  was 
rightly  decided,  though  perhaps  I  may  have  some  bias  in 
consequence  of  my  having  been  counsel  for  the  plaintiff. 
The  principle  of  that  decision  is  very  intelligible.     If  a 
man  covenants  to  do  a  particular  act,  and  also  covenants 
that  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  in  respect  thereof  it  shall  be 
referred  to  arbitration,  that  is  the  case  with  reference  to 
which  the  Courts  have  used  the  unfortunate  expression 
that  **  their  jurisdiction  is  ousted  by  the  agreement  of  the 
parties.**    On  the  other  hand  if  a  man  covenants  to  do  a 
particular  act  and  that,  in  the  event  of  his  not  doing  it, 
the  other  party  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such   a  sum 
of  money  as  they  shall  agree   upon,  or,  if  they  cannot 
agree,  such  an  amount  as  shall  be  determined  by  an  arbi- 
trator, there  is  no  debt  which  can  be  sued  for  until  the 
arbitrator  has  ascertained  what  sum  is  to  be  paid.      For 
instance,  if  a  person  covenants  to  farm  land  in  a  particular 
manner,  or  pay  such  a  sum  of  money  as  a  third  person 
shall  award  as  the  damages,  no  obligation  to  pay  attaches 
until  the  amount  has  been   fixed   by  the  referee.     Mr. 
MelKsh  says  that,  assuming  that  to  be  so,  looking  at  the 
whole  of  this  deed  the  case  falls  within  that  principle.     I 
think  it  does  not.     There  is  a  distinct  and  unqualified 
covenant  by  the  defendant  that  he  will  do  a  particular  act ; 
and  also  a  covenant  that  if  any  difference  shall  arise  it  shall 
be   referred   to  arbitration.      The  parties  might,  if  they 
thought  fit,  have  so  framed  the  covenant  that  there  would 
be  no  cause  of  action  until  af^er  arbitration ;  but  they  have 

VOL.  rv.— N.  8.  U  U  BXCH. 
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to  be  for  the  plaintiS 

Watsom,  B. — I  am  entirelj  of  the  same  opinion.  The 
question  turns  upon  the  construction  of  the  deed.  The 
defendant  covenants  that  he  will  raise  a  certain  quantity  of 
coal  yearly,  and  pay  a  certain  rent  or  royalty ;  then  there 
is  a  covenant  that  all  disputes  shall  be  referred  to  arbitnh 
tiooy  and  the  question  is  whether  that  is  a  qoalificadon  of 
the  former  covenant  as  to  payment  of  rent,  or  an  abaolote 
agreement  to  oust  the  Courts  of  their  jurisdiction.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  an  independent  covenant.  It  is  fiur  wider 
than  the  covenant  in  SeoU  v.  Avery,  and  extends  to  all 
matters  in  difference  between  the  parties^  at  any  time 
during  or  after  the  term,  '^  touching  or  concerning  any 
covenant,  clause,  proviso,  word,  matter  or  thing  in  the 
indenture  expressed  or  contained,  or  the  meaning  or  con- 
struction  thereof"  That  would  apply  to  covenants  lor  tide 
and  for  further  assurance.  It  is  not  that  the  plaintiff  shall 
not  sue  until  an  arbitrator  has  ascertained  the  amount  to 
be  paid,  but  that  every  matter  in  dispute  shall  be  referred 
to  arbitration.  I  agree  with  the  construction  put  upon  the 
deed  in  Scoit  v.  Avery  by  the  majority  of  the  Judges.  That 
was  only  a  covenant  not  to  sue,  in  this  sense — that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  sue  on  the  policy,  but  the  amount  to  be 
paid  was  to  be  ascertained  by  an  arbitrator,  and  then  he 
could  sue  on  the  award.  This  covenant  is  very  different : 
it  is  an  absolute  covenant  that  no  action  whatever  shall  be 
brought. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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Duckworth,  Administrator  of  Ingle  Duckworth,  juue  4. 

deceased,  v.  Johnson. 

J.  HIS  was  an  action  on  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93,  s.  2.   The  in  an  icUon, 
declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiff  was  administrator  of  vict  c.  93, 
one  Ingle  Duckworth,  deceased,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  l^^^esulting 
negligence  of  the  defendant  a  certain  wall  of  the  defendant  oTws  wn^Tt^ 
fell  on  the  said  Incle  Duckworth  and  caused  his  death;  "ppwedthat 

^    ^  the  father  was 

whereby  the  plaintiff,  being  the  father  of  the  said  Ingle  a  working 

mason  and  that 

Duckworth,  was  put  to  great  expense,  and  the   plaintiff  the  son  was  a 
and  the  mother  of  the  said  Ingle  Duckworth  were  deprived  years  of  age 
of  and  lost  much  pecuniary  and  other  assistance  which  but  4^.  i^  ^eek  for 
for  the  premises  the  said  Ingle  Duckworth  would  have  J^bu/tt^hT 
rendered  and  given  to  them.  dSSi^lo" 

Plea:  Not  guilty.  without  em- 

^       ''  ployment. 

The  following   plea  was  added  at  the  trial :  That  the  There  was  no 

evidence  of  the 

plaintiff  and  the  mother  of  the  deceased  were  not,  nor  was  cost  of  board- 

ing  and  cloth* 

either  of  them,  deprived  of,  nor  did  they,  or  either  of  them  ids  the  boj. 
lose  any  such  pecuniary,  or  other  assistance  as  in  the  decia-  having ^eft  it 
ration  alleged,  nor  did  they  or  either  of  ihem  sustain  any  J^y  whether*^ 
pecuniary  loss  by  reason  of  the  matter  in  the  declaration  ^JgJJn^*^™^ 
complained  o£ — Issue  thereon.  peconiary  lost 

^  by  the  death 

At  the  trial,  before  Byles  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool  Spring  of  his  son, 

and  the  jurj 

Assizes,  the  following  facts  appeared  : — The  plaintiff  was  a  having  found  a 
working  mason,  who  had  lived  at  Manchester  until  a  few  20/.  damages : 
days  previous  to  the  accident,  when  he  went  to  Liverpool  ^ere  was  * 
in  search  of  work,  leaving  his  wife  and  six  children  at  J2|^  J"^^  ^^ 
Manchester.     Up  to  the  time  he  left  Manchester,  and  for  Pjj*|"|^^  ^" 
a  year  or  two  previously,  the  deceased,  who  was  a  boy  of  'J?'^*?  the  ver- 

full  amount. 
Such  an  action  cannot  be  maintained  without  some  evidence  of  actual  pecuniary  damage. 

u  u  2 
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fourteen  years  of  age,  had  been  employed  in  a  paintert 
shop,  where  he  received  the  wages  of  4*.  a  week.     The 
9.  plaintiff  returned  to  Manchester,  and  took  the  deceased 

with  him  to  LiverpooL  He  sent  him  to  a  pawnbroker  to 
pawn  a  coat,  in  order  to  raise  funds  to  bring  the  rest  of  the 
family  from  Manchester  to  Liverpool,  and  as  he  was  re- 
turning a  wall  of  the  defendant's  timber  yard  fell  upon  and 
killed  him.  The  fall  of  the  wall  was  occasioned  by  its 
being  in  a  ruinous  and  dangerous  condition ;  and  it  was 
admitted  that  the  accident  arose  from  the  negligence  of 
the  defendant 

It  was  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  no 
such  pecuniary  loss  had  resulted  to  the  plaintiff  from  the 
death  of  the  deceased  as  entitled  him  to  maintain  the 
action.  The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  they  ought 
to  consider  whether  any  damage  was  shewn,  and,  if  any, 
to  what  amount :  that  they  ought  not  to  give  any  damages 
for  wounded  feelings,  but  must  confine  themselves  strictly 
to  pecuniary  loss:  that  the  question  was,  whether  the 
parents  had  sustained  any  pecuniary  loss  by  the  death  of 
this  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  earning 
48.  a  week,  bearing  in  mind  that  they  had  to  lodge,  clothe 
and  feed  him.  And  he  told  them  that,  if  no  pecuniary 
damage  was  sustained,  they  must  find  for  the  defendant 
The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  20L  dami^es; 
and  leave  was  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter 
the  verdict  for  him. 

Atherton^  in  last  Easter  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
enter  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  pursuant  to  the  leave 
reserved,  or  to  reduce  the  damages  to  a  nominal  amount, 
on  the  ground  that  no  such  loss  or  damage  was  shewn  to 
have  resulted  from  the  death  of  the  intestate  as  would 
entitle  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  the  action,  or  to  recover 
more  than  nominal  damages. 
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Edward  James^  Milward  and  McCuIlach  shewed  cause 
(June  3). — First,  assuming  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
actual  damage,  still   the  action  is  maintainable,  it  being  »• 

JOBHSOV. 

admitted  that  the  death  of  the  plaintiff's  son  was  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  the  defendant.  The  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93, 
8.  1,  recites  that  **  whereas  no  action  at  law  is  now  main- 
tainable against  a  person  who  by  his  wrongful  act,  neglect, 
or  default  may  have  caused  the  death  of  another  person** 
&C. ;  it  then  enacts  ^*  that  whensoever  the  death  of  a  per- 
son shall  be  caused  by  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  default, 
and  the  act,  neglect,  or  default  is  such  as  would  (if  death 
had  not  ensued)  have  entitled  the  party  injured  to  maintain 
an  action  and  recover  damages  in  respect  thereof,  then  and 
in  every  such  case  the  person  who  would  have  been  liable 
if  death  had  not  ensued  shall  be  liable  to  an  action  for 
damages,  notwithstanding  the  death  of  the  person  injured" 
&c.  Here  there  was  negligence  which  would  have  entitled 
the  boy  to  maintain  an  action  if  he  had  not  been  killed,  and 
therefore  the  defendant  is  liable  in  this  action  for  nominal 
damages  at  the  least.  [Pollocky  C  B. — The  recital  in  the 
1st  section  of  the  Act  goes  on,  ''and  it  is  oftentimes  right 
and  expedient  that  the  wrongdoer  in  such  case  should 
be  answerable  in  damages,'* — not  always.  That  means,  if 
damages  have  been  sustained ;  if  not,  the  action  is  not 
maintainable.]  The  enacting  part  of  the  1st  section  gives 
a  right  of  action  in  every  case  where,  if  the  deceased  had 
survived,  he  might  have  maintained  an  action;  and  that 
enactment,  being  clear  and  express,  cannot  be  restrained 
by  the  recital. — Secondly,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  retain 
the  verdict  for  the  full  amount  recovered.  The  jury,  having 
been  properly  directed,  have  found  that  the  plaintiff  has 
sustained  damage,  and  the  evidence  justifies  that  finding. 
In  order  to  maintain  the  action  it  is  not  necessary  that 
there  should  be  an  actual  loss;  it  is  sufficient  if  there  was 
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a  reasoDable  expectation  of  pecuniary  advantage  from  the 
continuance  of  the  life  of  the  deceased :  FranUin  v.  The 
V.  South  Eastern  Bailtoay  Company  (a).     That  principle  was 

recognised  and  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
the  case  of  Dalton  v.  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Com' 
pany  (J). 

Atherton^  in  support  of  the  rule. — In  order  to  support  an 
action  of  this  kind  there  must  be  substantial  and  not  merely 
nominal  damage,  and  the  jury  in  estimating  it  cannot  take 
into  consideration  mental  sufiering,  but  must  give  compen- 
sation for  pecuniary  loss  only  :  Blake  v.  The  Midland  RaU' 
way  Company  (c).  The  principle  laid  down  in  the  cases 
of  Franklin  v.  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company  and 
Dalton  V.  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company  is  not  dis- 
puted; but  here  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  reasonable 
expectation  of  pecuniary  benefit  firom  the  life  of  the  de- 
ceased. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  without  employ- 
ment, and  it  was  not  proved  that  the  cost  of  boarding  and 
clothing  him  did  not  exceed  4«.  a  week;  so  that,  from 
anything  which  appears,  he  might  always  have  been  a 
burden  to  his  parents.  The  argument  for  the  plaintiff 
would  go  to  this  extent,  that,  though  a  child  had  never 
earned  anything^  the  jury  might  take  into  consideration 
the  probability  of  its  doing  so  at  some  time  or  other. 

Cur.  ado*  mdt* 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  now  said : — This  was  an  action  by  a 
father,  as  administrator  of  his  deceased  son,  to  recover 
damages  by  reason  of  the  son,  a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age, 
having  been  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  wall  in  consequence 
of  the  defendant*s  negligence ;  and  the  question  was,  whe- 

(fl)  3  H.  &  N.  211.  (h)  4  0.  B.,  N.  S.  296. 

(c)  18  Q.  B.  93. 
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ther  the  plaintiff  had  sustained  any  damage  by  the  death 
of  hb  son,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action  under 
Lord  Campbeirs  Act,  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93.    It  was  admitted  v, 

^  Johnson, 

that  the  damage  must  be  a  pecuniary  damage.  It  appeared 
that,  a  day  or  two  before  the  accident,  the  father  had 
brought  the  boy  from  Manchester  to  Liverpool,  and  that 
for  two  years  and  a  half  before  he  left  Manchester  he  had 
earned  4«.  a  week;  and  the  question  was,  whether  that 
circumstance  gave  the  &ther  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
life  of  the  boy,  his  earnings  having  always  been  brought 
into  what  may  be  called  the  common  stock  of  the  family. 
The  questions  are  whether  a  verdict  can  be  entered  for  the 
defendant,  on  the  ground  that  the  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained, or  the  damages  reduced  to  a  nominal  amount,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  a  right  of  action  but  that  no  damage 
was  sustained  My  opinion  is  that,  looking  at  the  act  of 
parliament,  if  there  was  no  damage  the  action  is  not  main- 
tainable. It  appears  to  me  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
Act  to  give  compensation  for  damage  sustained,  and  not  to 
enable  persons  to  sue  in  respect  of  some  imaginary  damage, 
and  so  punish  those  who  are  guilty  of  negligence  by  making 
them  pay  costs.  That  disposes  of  the  question  as  to  reducing 
the  damages  to  a  nominal  amount. 

The  jury  found  that  the  plaintiff  sustained  damages  to 
the  extent  of  20/.  Can  we  set  aside  that  verdict  and  enter 
it  for  the  defendant?  I  think  not.  There  was  evidence, 
which  very  likely  satisfied  the  jury  as  to  the  matter  of 
profit  and  loss,  quite  apart  from  any  consideration  of 
parental  affection.  It  is  true  that  no  distinct  evidence 
was  given  of  the  value  of  the  boy^s  services,  and  the  cost  of 
boarding  and  clothing  him;  but  as  to  that  the  jury  were 
better  able  to  judge  than  we  are.  Probably  they  thought 
that  there  would  be  some  balance  every  week  in  favour  of 
the  father,  the  value  of  which  might  amount  to  20L     It 


^^B  EXCHEQUER  REPORTS. 

1859.        having  been  decided  that  a  reasonable  prospect  of  pecuniary 

^^**''''     '      benefit  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  impossible  for 

,    «»•  US  to  say  that  the  jury  were  not  warranted  in  finding  the 

JOBMSON.  •'       •'  ill 

verdict  which  they  have  done.     The  result  is  that  the  rule 
must  be  discharged. 

Martin,  B. —  I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  clear  that 
we  cannot  enter  the  verdict  for  the  defendant,  because  the 
evidence  was  that  for  two  years  and  a  half  before  the  acci- 
dent the  boy  earned  4«.  a  week.  It  is  true  that  he  was  not 
in  any  employment  at  the  time  he  was  killed,  having  lately 
come  from  Manchester  to  reside  with  his  parents  at  Liver- 
pool ;  but  how  can  it  be  said  that  there  was  no  evidence 
of  pecuniary  damage.  We  cannot  enter  a  verdict  for 
nominal  damages,  because  the  jury  had  a  right  to  say 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary  loss.  It  was  allied 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  proved  that  the  cost  of  boarding 
and  clothing  the  boy  did  not  exceed  4s.  a  week  ;  but  that 
was  a  question  for  the  jury  to  determine.  If  damages  are 
to  be  given,  I  think  that  20/.  is  not  too  much. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opiniou.  The  doubt 
I  had  was  whether  such  evidence  should  not  have  been 
given  as  my  brother  Martin  has  adverted  to ;  for,  if  the 
jury  are  solely  to  judge  in  such  matters  in  every  case 
where  a  child  is  killed,  it  will  be  diflScult  to  prevent  them 
from  giving  damages  by  way  of  solatium ;  whereas,  if  the 
plaiutifiF  is  compelled  to  give  evidence  of  the  value  of  the 
child's  services,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  him,  it  might 
keep  the  matter  straight  and  prevent  injustice  being  done. 
I  own  I  have  considerable  difficulty  on  this  point;  but 
I  am  quite  reconciled  to  discharging  the  rule,  because  I 
do  not  think  that  this  specific  objection  was  taken  at 
the  trial. 
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Watson^  B.  —I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought        1859. 

to  be  discharged.     On  one  part  of  the  case  I  have  no   ^^^^^""^^ 

^  *  Duckworth 

doubt,  namely,  that  no  action  can  be  maintained  under  v. 

Johnson. 
the  9  &  10  VicL  c.  93,  unless  the  plaintiff  proves  actual 

damage.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  negligence  alone, 
without  damage,  does  not  create  a  cause  of  action.  If 
was  pointed  out  in  the  course  of  the  argument  that  it  is 
only  for  pecuniary  loss  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  main- 
tain the  action,  and  that  he  is  not  to  be  compensated  for 
any  pain  or  suffering  arising  from  the  loss  of  the  deceased. 
As  to  the  other  point  I  had  some  doubt,  and  that  doubt 
is  not  quite  removed  from  my  mind ;  but,  upon  the  whole, 
I  think  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  withhold  the 
matter  from  the  jury.  The  law  has  been  laid  down  in  one 
case  in  this  Court,  and  in  another  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  that  anticipated  benefit  may  be  the  subject-matter  of 
damage  in  this  action.  Here  the  plaintiff  had  a  son,  of 
the  age  of  fourteen,  who  had  been  earning  4s,  a  week ; 
what  was  the  value  of  this  to  the  father  was  a  matter 
to  be  submitted  to  the  jury.  No  doubt  in  places  where 
the  father  works  with  the  children  there  is  great  advantage 
to  a  father  in  having  many  children  who  obtain  work ;  and 
the  death  of  any  one  of  them  may  be  a  pecuniary  loss  to 
him ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  suffer  no  loss  whatever. 
But  there  must  be  some  evidence  of  a  prospect  of  benefit, 
llie  jury  found  that  the  plaintiff  has  sustained  damage ; 
and,  in  asserting  this,  they  aflSrm  that  the  loss  is  not  a  mere 
surmise,  but  a  loss  of  actual  pecuniary  advantage.  On  these 
grounds,  although  I  have  entertained  some  doubt,  I  think 
that  the  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 
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May  26.  Richards  v.  Johnston. 

A  sheriff  who     iNT£RPLEAD£R.— The  queslion  was  whether,  oo  the 

comet  to  seiie  ^  . 

the  goodf  of  a  18th  of  October,  1858,  certain  g^oods  seized  in  execution  by 
a  writ  of  ei»-  the  sheriff  of  Hertfordshire,  under  a  writ  of  fi«  fii.  directed 
boand  h^  an  ^  ^^^  ^aid  sheriff  for  having  execution  of  a  judgment  reco- 
S^SK"**  vered  by  WUIiam  Johnston  against  R.  U.  MarUn,  were  the 
S^l]t^  hbi^  property  of  Geoige  Richards  as  against  the  said  William 
from  clwmiog    Johnston. 

the  foods. 

M.  being  the  At  the  trial  befoie  CkameU,  B.,  Richards,  the  claimant, 
procnred  U.  an  auctioneer  residing  in  London,  proved  that  in  May  1858, 
by  bill  of  sale  one  Hord,  who  was  the  father-in-law  of  Martin,  applied  to 
an  adVance  of  ^^^  ^OT  a  loan,  and  offered  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  furniture 
to^titegowb  *'  ^^^*  Cottage,  Stevenage.  Richards  went  down  to 
booA  fide,  and  Stevenage  and  took  the  inventory  which  was  read  over 
Ibl^ttL  *Ld«  ^  Martin  and  Hord,  who  were  both  present  and  living  in 
belonged  to  H.  the  house.     A  bill  of  sale  of  the  furniture  in  question,  in 

The  goods  ,  tt     j  ^  - 

wereafterwards  favour  of  Richards,  was  executed  by  Hord,  as  the  assignor, 
a  fi.  fa.  as  the    in  Martin's  presence,  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  duly  regis- 

ff  ooda  of  M 

On  the  trial  of  tered  on  the  1st  of  June,  1858.  Martin  stated  to  Richards 
ime  b^wmnT  ^^^^  ^®  goods  were  Hord's,  and  went  with  Hord  before  a 
R.  and  the       magistrate,  when  Hord,  in  Martin's  presence,  made  a  statu- 

creditor,  the  torv  declaration  that  the  goods  were  his  (Hordes)  own  pro- 
jury  foood  that        •'  °  . 

there  had  been  perty.     On  their  return  Richards  again  asked  whether  the 

no  actual  trans- 
fer of  the  goods  goods  were  Herd's,  when  Martin  answered,  ''Do  you  think 

"HddiihatR.  I  would  allow  Hord  to  perjure  himself?^     Richards  then 

had  acquired         «  i  .i 

no  tidiTto  the    advanced  the  money. 

fheex€x:tiSon**       '^^   defendant,   the   execution   creditor,   who   was   an 

creditor.  upholsterer,  proved  that  the  goods  seized  had  been  sold 

and  supplied   by  him   to  Martin,  and  were  seized   under 
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the   fi.  fii.   against  Martin  at  his  suit  on   the    I8th    of 
October,  1858. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  learned  Judire  asked  the  jury  ,  ^' 
whether  there  had  been  any  dealing  between  Hord  and 
Martin  so  as  to  make  the  furniture  the  property  of  Hord  as 
between  himself  and  Martin ;  and,  if  not,  whether  in  point 
of  fact  there  had  been  an  actual  transfer  of  the  goods  from 
Martin  to  Hord.  The  jury  found  that  there  had  been  no 
actual  transfer  from  Martin  to  Hord  before  the  27  th  of  May, 
1858.  The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  to  be  entered 
for  the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move 
to  enter  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

Lushf  in  Easter  Term,  obtained  a  rule  to  set  aside  the 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  and  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defend- 
ant, on  the  ground  that  the  bill  of  sale  did  not  pass  the 
property  to  the  plaintiff;  that  the  defendant  was  not  bound 
by  it,  and  that  such  a  transaction  is  contrary  to  the  policy  of, 
and  avoided  by  the  Act  for  the  registration  of  Bills  of  Sale 
(17  &  18  Vict.  c.  36). 

Huddleston  BXkdBeasky  now  shewed  cause. — Martin  would 
not  have  been  permitted,  as  against  the  plaintiff,  to  say  that 
the  g^oods  were  not  Hordes.  The  case  fulls  within  the  rule 
of  law  stated  in  Pickard  v.  Sears  {a\  that  '*  where  one  by 
his  words  or  conduct  wilfully  causes  another  to  believe  in 
the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  things,  and  induces  him 
to  act  on  that  belief  so  as  to  alter  his  own  previous  position, 
the  former  is  concluded  from  averring  against  the  latter  a 
different  state  of  things  as  existing  at  the  same  time.*' 
That  doctrine  was  confirmed  in  Gregg  v.  WeUs  {b\  Howard 
V.  Hudson  (c),  Clarke  v.  Hart(d)y  and  Freeman  v.  Cooke  {e), 

(a)  6  A.  &  £.  469.  ^d)  6  H.  L.  683. 

lb)  10  A.  &  E.  90.  (e)  2  Exch.  654. 

(c)  2  E.  &  B.  I. 
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1859.  It  would  have  been  enough  to  estop  Martin  if  he  had  simplj 
,y^  '  stood  by  and  allowed  Hord  to  deal  with  the  goods  as  bis 
,     »•  own ;  but  Martin  did  more,  for  he  asserted  that  they  were  so. 

Martin  being  estopped  from  denying  Hord's  title,  Hord 
must  be  taken  to  have  had  authority  as  Martin's  agent  to 
transfer  the  property :  Waller  v.  Draheford  {a\  The  execu- 
tion creditor  can  be  in  no  better  position  than  Martin. 
\^ChanneU,  B. — It  is  clear  that  Martin  wonld  have  been 
estopped.  But  why  should  Martin's  creditors  be  estopped?] 
All  parties  and  privies  are  estopped.  Johnston,  as  execu- 
tion creditor,  can  have  no  better  title  than  the  execution 
debtor,  whose  goods  he  has  seized  and  now  claims.  [Mar^ 
tin,  B.,  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in  Heane  v. 
Rogers  (&)].  In  Morewood  v.  The  South  Eastern  RaUwaj/ 
Company  {c\  BramweU,  B.,  told  the  jury  **  It  is  immaterial 
whether  the  property  was  bona  fide  transferred  from  Watson 
to  Morewood  •  •  If  A.,  the  owner,  professes  to  sell  to  B. 
and  does  not  really  do  so,  and  then  A.  stands  by  while 
B.  sells  the  same  goods  to  C,  then,  as  against  A.  and  B., 
the  second  assignee  C.  has  a  good  title.  If  the  assignment 
to  Baine  was  bona  fide,  that  is,  without  any  private  baigain 
between  him  and  Morewood,  the  claimant  Baine  is  entided 
to  your  verdict"  [  Watson,  B. — ^There  the  assignment  was 
good  as  between  the  parties.]  The  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  36,  s.  1, 
which  provides  that  bills  of  sale  shall  be  void  unless  a  copy 
is  filed  within  twenty*one  days  does  not  affect  the  question, 
because  the  plaintiff's  title  as  against  Martin's  creditors 
depends  upon  the  estoppel  and  not  upon  the  existence  of  a 
bill  of  sale  fi'om  Martin.  [Martin,  B. — The  execution 
creditor  claims  adversely  to  Martin.     Pollock,  C.  B. — Is 

(a)  1  £.  &  B.  749.  S.  C.    nom.   Morewood    t.    The 

(b)  9  B.  &  C.  577.  Satith  Yorkshire  Railway  cmd  River 

(c)  1  Fost.  &  Finl.  308.     See     Dun  Company,  3  H.  &  N.  798. 


V. 

Johnston. 
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there  any  authority  that  an  execution  creditor  cannot  claim 
any  property  which  the  execution  debtor  has  disabled  him- 
self from  claiming.]  The  goods  could  only  be  taken  as 
Martin's  goods ;  consequently,  if  Martin  had  no  title,  there 
is  an  end  of  the  right  of  the  sheriff  to  seize  them. 

Lttsh  and  JET.  James^  in  support  of  the  rule. — There  is  no 
authority  that  an  execution  creditor  claims  under  the  execu- 
tion  debtor.  In  Harris  v.  Rickett{a\  BramtoeUf  B.,  suggests 
that  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  claim  adversely  to  the 
bankrupt,  and  are  therefore  not  bound  by  written  admis- 
sions made  by  him.  A  fortiori  execution  creditors  are  not 
estopped  by  the  language  or  conduct  of  the  execution 
debtor.  Were  they  so,  execution  creditors  would  be  barred 
by  the  frauds  of  execution  debtors,  perpetrated  with  intent 
to  prejudice  their  rights.  [Martin^  B. — Suppose  an  action 
against  the  sheriff  for  not  seizing  goods  assigned  by  a  frau- 
dulent bill  of  sale :  It  is  clear  that  though  the  execution 
debtor  might  be  estopped  by  the  bill  of  sale,  it  would  be  no 
answer  for  the  sheriff.] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  absolute.  It  is  possible  that  a  different  view  might 
have  been  taken  if,  instead  of  the  present  rule,  an  applica- 
tion had  been  made  on  the  ground  that  something  different 
ought  to  have  been  lefl  to  the  jury,  or  that  the  jury  ought 
to  have  found  something  other  than  that  which  they  did 
find.  We  have  to  dispose  of  the  question  as  it  arises  upon 
the  rule,  and  I  think  it  must  be  absolute  on  the  ground 
stated  by  the  defendant's  counsel ;  viz.  that  a  sheriff  who 
comes  to  seize  the  goods  of  a  debtor  armed  with  a  writ  of 
execution  in  favour  of  a  creditor,  is  not  bound  by  estoppels 

(a)  4  H.  &  N.  1.     See  p.  6. 
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1859.        which  might  have  prevented  the  debtor  himself  from  claim- 
ing the  goods. 

Martin,  6. — I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  absolute, 
though  I  should  have  been  more  satisfied  if  the  claimant 
had  succeeded.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Martin  stood 
by  and  assented  while  his  father  in  law  assigned  the  goods 
to  the  claimant,  who  lent  his  money  and  took  the  asstgn- 
ment  honestly.  But  Martin  was  no  partjr  to  the  assign- 
ment There  was  therefore  only  a  title  by  estoppel  as 
against  him.  Tn  Heane  v.  Bopers  (a)  Bayky,  J.,  in  de- 
livering the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says: — ** There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  express  admissions  of  a  party  to 
the  suit,  or  admissions  implied  from  his  conduct,  are 
evidence,  and  strong  evidence,  against  him ;  bat  we  think 
that  he  is  *  *  *  not  estopped  or  concluded  by  them,  unless 
another  person  has  been  induced  by  them  to  alter  his 
condition.  In  such  a  case  the  party  is  estopped  from 
disputing  their  truth  with  respect  to  that  person  and 
those  claiming  under  him  and  that  transaction ;  but  as  to 
third  persons  he  is  not  bound.  It  is  a  well  establbhed  rule 
of  law  that  estoppels  bind  parties  and  privies,  and  not 
strangers*'  (b).  It  is  clear  that,  if  an  action  of  trover  had 
been  brought  against  Martin  by  the  present  claimant, 
Martin  would  have  been  estopped.  But  no  authority  has 
been  cited  to  shew  that  a  judgment  creditor  is  party  or 
privy  to  the  acts  of  the  judgment  debtor.  The  fL  is. 
directs  the  sheriff  to  seize  the  goods  of  the  debtor.  Tbe 
sheriff  is  a  stranger  to  the  debtor,  and  the  only  question 
for  him  is — Are  these  goods  the  goods  of  the  debtor  or 
not  ?     '^Therefore,  on  this  nile,  we  must  say  that  the  sheriff 

(a)  9  B.  &  C.  577.     See  p.  586. 

(b)  Citing  Co.  Litt.  352  a. ;  Com.  Dig.  Estoppel  (C). 
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and  the  execution  creditor  are  not  bound  bj  the  estoppel 
ivhich  would  affect  the  execution  debtor.  I  should  have 
been  better  pleased  if  the  jury  had  found  that  there  had  •- 

*  JOHSISTOll. 

been  a  gift  of  the  g^oods  by  Martin  to  Hord. 

Watson^  R — ^I  agree  that  the  rule  roust  be  absolute. 
The  law  is  clear.  Martin  purchased  the  goods;  but  he 
represented  Hord  to  be  the  person  to  whom  the  goods 
belonged.  Then  was  there  a  yalid  transfer?  No:  because, 
though  Martin  may  be  estopped,  there  was  no  transfer  of 
any  kind,  no  pretence  of  any  transfer  from  Martin  to 
Hord :  therefore  the  property  did  not  pass  at  all.  The 
interpleader  issue  is  merely  a  substitute  for  an  action 
against  the  sheriff,  and  the  question  here  is  the  same  as  it 
would  haye  been  in  such  action. 

Channbll,  B. — The  question  is,  whether  the  goods 
were  the  goods  of  the  plaintiff  as  against  the  execution 
creditor.  It  was  contended,  and  rightly,  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  case  as 
•gainst  Bfartin,  there  was  no  estoppel  which  could  prevail 
against  the  execution  creditor.  The  jury  found  distinctly 
that  there  was  no  transfer  by  Martin  to  Hord.  I  therefore 
think  that  the  rule  must  be  absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 
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•^•»"«  1^  In  re  William  Parker,  Deceased. 

A  beqaest  of     xN  this  case  a  writ  of  summons  issued,  by  consent,  under 

money  for  the  , 

parpoM  of  the  47th  and  48ih  sections  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act, 

church  and  1853,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Court 

Emum!^  wd  of  ^  to  whether  money  left  by  the  testator  for  bailding  and 

lepia^sff  t^  endowing  a  church  was  liable  to  legacy  duty  or  succession 

S^'to  k'le'^M  ^"^y-     "^^  ^^^  appeared  in  an  affidavit  of  W.  Nanson, 

doty  of  \0L  used  on  shewinff  cause,  the  material  parts  of  which  are  as 

percent.  ^  '^ 

follows: — 

1.  I  am  one  of  the  executors  and  trustees  of  the  will  of 
William  Parker,  late  of  Skirwith  Abbey,  in  the  parish  of 
Kirkland,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  deceased,  the 
testator  in  this  matter. 

2.  In  the  year  1855,  the  said  W.  Parker  being  desirous 
of  building  and  endowing  a  church  in  the  township  of 
Skirwith,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkland,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township,  and  of  annexing  the  p&tnmage 
or  advowson  thereof  to  his  Skirwith  Abbey  estate,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese,  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Carlisle,  as  patrons  of  the  advowson  of  the  parish  of 
Kirkland,  to  the  Rev.  J.  Huntley,  the  vicar  of  the  parish, 
a  proposal  for  that  purpose,  and  requested  them,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  8  &  9  Vict,  c  70,  and  the  11  &  12  Vict 
c.  37,  to  vest  the  right  of  nominating  the  minister  of  the 
said  church  in  him  the  said  W.  Parker,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
in  perpetuity. 

3.  The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  by  an  agreement, 
dated  the  23rd  June,  1855,  and  made  between  the  Bishop 
of  Carlisle  of  the  first  part,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Cai^ 
lisle  of  the  second  part,  the  Rev.  J.  Huntley  of  the  third. 
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part,  and  the  said  W.  Parker  of  the  fourth  part,  the  several        1859. 

parties  thereto  of  the  first,  second  and  third  parts,  bj  virtue       ^T^*""^ 

and  in  exercise  of  the  powers  and  authorities  in  the  said      William 

'^  Pabksb. 

Acts  contained,  did  solemnly  and  absolutely  declare,  pro- 
mise, and  agree  to  and  with  W.  Parker,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  that  when  and  as  soon  as  the  said  intended  new 
church  so  proposed  to  be  erected  and  endowed  by  the  said 
W.  Parker  should  have  been  duly  consecrated,  then  thence- 
forth the  right  of  nominating  a  minister  to  the  said  church, 
at  all  times  whenever  it  should  be  requisite,  should  for  ever 
be  in  and  be  exercised  by  the  said  W.  Parker,  his  heirs  and 
assigns. 

4.  By  a  deed  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Church 
Building  Acts,  and  dated  the  12th  September,  1855,  the 
said  W.  Parker  conveyed  to  her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
for  building  new  churches,  a  piece  of  land  in  the  township 
of  Skirwith  for  the  site  of  the  said  church. 

5.  The  said  W.  Parker  also  provided  the  endowment 
fund  for  the  proposed  church  by  the  purchase  in  his  own 
name  of  3370/.  I6s.  2d.  Three  per  cent.  Bank  Annuities. 

6.  The  said  W.  Parker  had  not  at  the  time  of  his  death 
commenced  the  erection  of  the  said  church  and  parsonage, 
but  he  had  employed  an  architect  with  reference  thereto, 
and  had  in  a  great  measure  arranged  the  plans. 

7*  The  said  W.  Parker  made  a  codicil  to  his  will,  dated 
the  10th  October,  1855,  which,  after  reciting  the  before 
mentioned  agreement,  contains  the  following  directions  :— 
<*  I  do  hereby  direct  that,  in  case  I  shall  in  my  lifetime  have 
begun  to  erect  and  build  the  said  church  and  parsonage- 
house,  or  either  of  them,  and  the  same  respectively,  or  cither 
of  them,  shall  not  be  completely  finished  and  fitted  up  at 
the  time  of  my  decease,  the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time 
being  of  my  will  shall,  immediately  upon  my  decease,  pro- 
ceed to  complete  and  finish  and  fit  up  the  same  respectively, 

VOL.  rV. — v.  S.  XX  XXGH. 
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1859.  ^^  accordance  with  the  plans  which  I  may  have  adopted, 
y^"^*^^  with  such  variation  only  therein  as  unforeseen  circnmstanoes 
William  may  render  necessary,  and  the  said  trustees  or  trustee,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  or  his  discretion,  shall  consider  at  adTisable 
to  make ;  but,  in  case  the  erection  of  the  said  church  and 
parsonage-house,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  hawe  been 
commenced  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  then  I  diieet  that 
my  trustees  or  trustee  shall,  immediately  upon  my.  decease 
proceed  with  the  erection  and  fitUng  up  thereof  or  soch  of 
them  as  shall  not  have  been  begun  to  be  built;  and  I  cBieet 
that  such  church  and  parsonage-house  shall  be  buik  in 
accordance  with  the  plans  which  I  may  have  'selected  and 
adopted.  But,  in  case  I  shall  not  have  selected  any  jrian 
for  the  erection  of  such  church  and  parsonage-house^  or 
either  of  them,  then  I  direct  that  the  same  shall  be  erected 
and  built  accordmg  to  such  plans  as  the  trustees  or  trustee 
for  the  time  being  of  my  will  shall,  in  the  exercise  of  dieif 
or  his  discretion,  think  fit  to  adopt;  and,  as  some  guide  to 
my  trustees  in  selecting  and  adopting  any  {dan,  but  not  9b 
as  in  any  manner  to  confine  them  within  any  limit,  I 
estimate  the  cost  of  erecting  and  building  and  fitting  up 
the  church  at  the  sum  of  lOOOil,  or  firom  that  sum  to  1200/^ 
and  the  cost  of  erecting  and  fitting  up,  but  not  of  fiimishiog 
the  parsonage-house,  at  the  sum  of  500/.,  or  fix>m  that  sum 
to  60021 ;  and  I  authorize  and  empower  and  expresdy  direct 
the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  of  this  m  j  will,  to 
apply  so  much  and  such  part  of  my  p^nsonal  estate,  as  in 
their  or  his  judgment  shall  be  requisite  or  necessary  (having 
regard  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  respective  estimates  above 
mentioned),  in  erecting  and  building  and  fitting  up^  or,  ai 
the  case  may  be,  in  completing  and  finishing  and  fitting  up 
the  said  church  and  parsonage-house,  whether  the  cqH 
thereof  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  sums  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned as  the  estimated  or  probable  amount  thereof  so  and 
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in  such  manner  as  that  the  same  church  may,  as  soon  as  1859. 
practicable,  be  made  ready  for  consecration,  and  the  said  ^T"'''^^ 
paiBonage-house  may  be  made  fit  for  habitation ;  and  for  Wiixiax 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  endowment  fund,  in  case  I  shall 
not  haTe  provided  one  in  my  lifetime,  I  give  unto  the 
trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  of  my  will,  the  sum  of 
33702.  Three  per  cent.  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  upon 
trust  that  my  said  trustees  or  trustee  do  and  shall,  either 
retain  the  same  in  their,  or  his  names,  or  name,  upon  the 
trusts  and  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  declared,  or  at  their, 
or  his  discretion  transfer,  assign,  or  make  over  the  said  bank 
annuities  to  the  governors  of  the  bounty  of  Queen  Anne, 
to  be  held  by  such  governors  upon  the  same  trusts,  and  for 
the  same  purposes  as  the  same  would  have  been  subject,  or 
liable  to,  in  case  the  same  had  been  retained  by  the  said 
trustees  or  trustee  in  their,  or  his  own  names  or  name. 
And  I  direct  that  my  said  trustees,  or  trustee  shall  stand 
possessed  of  and  interested  in  the  said  sum  of  33702.  Three 
per  cent.  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  upon  trust  to 
accumulate  the  dividends  thereof  until  a  minister  shall  be 
appointed  to  the  said  church ;  and  then,  and  from  thence- 
forth to  pay  the  dividends  of  the  said  accumulated  fund, 
when  and  as  such  dividends  shall  accrue,  unto  the  minister 
for  the  time  being  of  the  said  church,  or  at  his  request  to 
authorise  and  empower  him  to  receive  the  same,  so  long  as 
he  shall  continue  the  minister  thereof,  with  a  proportionate 
part  thereof  for  the  time  which  may  have  elapsed  between 
the  last  half-yearly  day  of  payment  thereof,  and  the  day 
of  his  resignation  or  death ;  and  on  the  nomination  and 
af^intment  of  any  new  or  succeeding  minister,  to  pay  the 
^^dends  to  him  during  the  term  of  his  incumbency, 
together  with  any  dividends  which  may  have  accrued  due 
between  the  day  of  the  death,  or  resignation  of  his  pre- 
decestor,  and  die  day  of  his  own  appointment    And  for 
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1859.  ^  purpoK  of  profidiiig  a  fond  finr  the  repair  of  the  nid 
churchy  ID  case  I  shall  not  hare  provided  one  in  mj  lifetime, 
I  gire  onto  the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  of  my 
will  such  a  sum  in  the  Three  per  cent.  Consolidated  Annui- 
ties as  at  the  market  price  thereof  at  the  time  of  pforidiog 
the  said  fund  shall  be  equal  in  amount  to  5L  sterling  of 
CTerj  lOOiL  sterling  of  the  original  cost  of  the  erecdng  snd 
fitting  up  the  said  church.  And  I  direct  that  my  said 
trustees  or  trustee  shall  either  retain  the  same  in  their,  or 
his  names,  or  name,  upon  the  trusts,  and  for  the  purposes 
hereinafter  expressed,  or  at  their,  or  his  discretion,  either 
immediately  upon  my  decease,  or  at  any  time  thereafter, 
transfer  the  same  into  the  Incorporated  Society  for  Promo- 
ting the  Enlargement,  Building  and  Repairing  of  Churches 
and  Chapels,  to  be  by  them  applied  in,  or  towards  the  keep- 
ing the  said  church  in  repair,  in  case  the  said  society  shall 
be  willing  to  undertake  the  trusts  thereof;  or,  if  my  said 
trustees  or  trustee  shall  think  proper  so  to  do^  to  transfer 
the  same  into  the  names  of  three  persons  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say,  the  incumbent,  or  minister  for  the 
time  being  of  the  said  intended  new  church,  the  Ticar  for 
the  time  being  of  the  parish  church  of  Eirkland  aforesaid, 
and  the  incumbent,  or  minister  for  the  time  being  of  the 
church  or  chapel  of  Culgairth,  in  the  said  parish  of  Kirk- 
land,  to  be  held  by  such  three  persons  and  their  soccesson, 
the  ministers  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  respective 
churches,  upon  the  trusts  hereinafter  declared.  And  I 
direct  that  the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  of  my 
will,  in  case,  and  so  long  as  the  said  sum  of  Three  per  cent. 
Consolidated  Bank  Annuities  shall  be  retained  by  them  in 
their,  or  his  own  names,  or  name ;  and  in  like  marmer  the 
ministers  for  the  time  being  of  the  sud  respective  churdies, 
in  case  the  said  bank  annuities  shall  be  transferred  into 
their  names,  shall  stand  possessed  of,  and  interested  in  the 
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said  sam  of  Three  per  cent  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,        1859. 
upon  trust  to  lay  out  and  apply  the  dividends  thereof  in,      ^T*"^*^ 
pr  towards  the  repairing  and  keeping  the  said  church  in      William 
substantial  and  necessary  repair,  and  to  accumulate  the 
unapplied  dividends  by  investing  the  same  in  the  funds,  but 
the  whole  of  such  accumulation  shall  be  liable  to  be  applied 
and  paid  from  time  to  time,  when  and  as  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  thereto,  for  the  same  purposes  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  dividends  arising  from  the  said 
original  fund." 

8.  By  the  same  codicil  the  said  W.  Parker  devised  the 
perpetual  right  of  nominating  a  minister  to  the  intended 
new  church,  to  certain  persons*  upon  the  same  trusts  as  were 
by  his  will  declared  concerning  his  estate  called  Skirwith 
Abbey  Estate. 

9.  Afler  the  death  of  the  said  W.  Parker,  I  and  my 
co-executors  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
said  church  and  parsonage-house,  for  the  sum  of  2893/.,  and 
the  same  are  now  in  the  course  of  erection,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  entire  cost  thereof  when  completed,  together 
with  the  repair  fund,  will  amount  to  about  3000/. 

Bavitt  and  P.  Thompson  now  shewed  cause. — First,  the 
sums  directed  by  the  testator  to  be  applied  to  the  building 
of  the  church  and  parsonage-house,  and  the  endowment 
and  repair  of  the  church,  are  not  subject  to  legacy  duty. 
The  Acts  relating  to  legacy  duty  are  the  36  Geo.  3,  c  52, 
and  the  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184,  Schedule,  Part  3,  tit.  ^^  Legacy." 
The  latter  imposes  a  duty  on  *'  every  legacy,  specific  or 
pecuniary,  or  of  any  other  description,  of  the  amount  or 
value  of  20iL  or  upwards,**  &c.,  and  the  duty  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  relationship  between  the  testator  and 
the  legatee.  It  was  never  intended  that  a  person  should 
pay  legacy  duty  unless  he  became  beneficially  interested 
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1869.  in  the  legacy.  If  a  legacy  be  given  to  trustees  in  tnnt  far 
a  third  person,  the  duty  is  chargeable  accordiiig  to  the 
degree  of  relationship  to  the  testator  of  the  peraoo  so  bene- 
ficially interestedt  and  not  of  the  trustees.  There  moirtf 
however,  be  aome  person  to  be  benefited.  The  only  caie 
which  militates  sgainst  that  principle  is  Im  re  PrasMm» 
Chariiy  (a).  There  the  tesUtor  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of 
a  parish  50L  a  year,  to  be  laid  out  at  Christmas  in  bread, 
and  distributed  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens  to  the 
most  needy  objects  of  the  parish;  and  Sir  £0.  ShMhwOf, 
V.  C,  held  that  legacy  duty  attached.  But  in  Ex  jmrU 
fPUkauoM  (b),  where  there  was  a  bequest  of  m  residoe  io 
trust  to  divide  the  interest  among  poor  pious  persoos^  msle 
and  female,  old  or  infirm,  in  sums  of  lOL  or  15L  as  the 
trustees  should  see  fit,  not  omitting  laige  and  ai^  families 
of  good  charaeter,  this  Court  held  that  legacy  doty  was 
not  payable ;  and  that  decision  was  afterwards  affirmed  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chancier :  Tke  Ajimmg  Gtmend 
V.  JViu*(c>  [BMoek^  C  B.— It  proceeded  on  the  ground 
that  no  one  received  a  legacy  of  the  amount  of  2O1L  Is  not 
a  legacy  duty  of  lOL  per  cent,  paid  upon  bequests  to  hos- 
pitals ?]  It  is :  and  the  reason  is  that  the  entire  control 
and  power  over  the  legecy  is  vested  in  the  govemors  of  the 
hospital,  and  therefore  they  are  considered  as  takii^  the 
beneficial  interest  U,  in  this  esse,  the  trustees  were  a 
body  assodated  togecher  for  the  purpose  of  oonfeniog  a 
qiiritual  or  pecuniary  benefit  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish,  and  the  testator  had  left  them  this  money  for  carry- 
ing out  their  own  views^  the  case  would  have  foUen  within 
that  principle.  The  grounds  of  the  judgment  in  Ik  nt 
ffllkmsfm  are  equally  applicable  to  diis  esse.  There  is  no 
person  who  takes  any  pecuniary  or  hmefirial  interest  in 

(«>  3  r  4  J.  Mk  (»)  1  C.  M.  &  R.  Itt. 

(c)  lM.lKW.i37. 
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din  legacy,  inasmuch  as  it  is  devoted  to  ecclesiastical  pur-  1^59. 
poses,  except  so  far  as  the  advowson  or  right  of  presentation  "^^^-^ 
may  be  the  subject  of  sale.  The  trustees  have  no  power  William 
to  apply  me  money  in  any  other  way  than  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  testator  with  the 
patron  and  ordinary.  ^Martin,  B. — In  re  Griffiths  (a) 
seems  to  be  conclusive.]  The  duty  ought  not  to  be  im- 
posed by  a  strained  construction  of  the  acts  of  parliament, 
but  only  by  clear  and  unambiguous  words,  and  the  esta- 
blisbed  principle  is  that,  unless  there  is  a  beneficial  interest, 
no  duty  is  payable.  \Polhckf  C.  B. — Suppose  a  person 
left  10,0002.  to  gild  the  dome  of  St.  PauFs,  would  that  be 
Kable  to  legacy  duty  ?]  It  would  not ;  for  no  one  would 
take  any  beneficial  interest  in  the  legacy.  The  real  effect 
of  this  transaction  is,  that  the  testator  provided  land  and 
money  for  the  purchase  of  an  advowson  or  right  of  pre- 
sentation, and  the  duty  should  have  been  assessed  on  its 
talue  under  die  24th  section  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act, 
1863.  [Martin^  B. — Do  you  mean  that,  if  a  person  leaves 
10,000il  in  trust  to  buy  an  estate,  the  duty  is  to  be  charged 
ttpon  the  land  and  not  upon  the  money  ?]  That  is  provided 
fiHT  by  the  30th  section  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act,  1853. 
[The  SdHeitor  General  referred  to  the  19th  section  of  the 
M  Geo.  3,  c.  52.]  The  6th  section  of  the  36  Gea  3,  c.  54, 
shews  that  there  must  be  a  benefit  to  some  person.  [PoU 
hek,  G.  B. — There  may  be  a  case  in  which  a  legacy  is  not 
beneficial  to  anybody,  still  I  think  it  would  be  liable  to 
duty.  For  instance,  suppose  a  legacy  of  10,000/.  to  A  B. 
to  purchase  a  celebrated  picture  for  the  National  Gallery, 
or,  as  I  before  said,  to  gild  the  dome  of  St.  PauPs,  or 
improve  a  public  walk  by  laying  down  pavement  instead  of 
gravel,  in  such  and  the  like  cases  I  think  that  legacy  duty 
wonld  be  payable.    Martin,  B. — The  gilding  of  the  dome 

(a)  14M.&W.510. 
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1869.        of  St  Paul's  would  not  be  beneficud  to  mnjbodj  but  the 
workmen  employed  to  do  it.]     In  the  cue  of  21ke  AUonof 
Gtmtral  v.  Fitzgerald  (a),  where  the  testator  gave  lus  rai- 
duary  estate  to  his  executors,  **  to  be  by  them  mppropckted 
to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor  in  Ireland, 
principally  those  in  and  about  the  city  of  Limerick,''  Sir 
L.  Shadwell,  V.  C,  held  that  legacy  duty  was  payable; 
but  his  judgment  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
gift  for  the  benefit  of  some  portion  of  the  human  race,  and 
was.  therefore  assessable  as  a  legacy  for  the  benefit  of  per- 
sons, strangers  in  blood  to  the  deceased;  and  moreover  it 
was  so  given  that  it  did  not  &11  within  the  11th  section  of 
the  36  Geo.  3,  c.  52,  or  within  the  reasoning  of  the  Judges 
in  /a  re  HHkhuotu     In  In  re  Gr^gHiks  (b),  where  there  was 
a  bequest  of  a  sum  of  money  to  trustees  to  apply  the 
dividends  in  establishing  and  supporting  a  school,  the 
judgment  of  Iktrke,  B.,  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the 
case  was  the  same  as  if  the  money  had  been  bequeathed 
to  the  trustees  of  an  existing  school,  who  have  been  consi- 
dered as  taking  a  beneficial  interesL     Here  the  trustees 
merely  lay  out  the  money  in  the  purchase  of  a  right  of 
presentation.     [fFaisam^  B. — ^The  gift  is  beneficial  in  pro- 
viding a  church  for  the  district  and  saving  the  inhabitants 
the  expense  of  building  one  or  of  enlarging  the  parish 
church.]     That  benefit  does  not  arise  finom  the  gift  alone, 
but  also  from  the  bargain  between  the  ordinary,  the  patron 
and  the  testator. — They  also  referred  to  the  27th  and  28th 
sections  of  the  36  Gea  3»  c.  52. 

Secondly,  the  bequest  does  not  fidl  within  the  16th 
section  of  the  Succession  Duty  Act,  1853,  as  property 
"subject  to  a  trust  for  charitable  or  public  purposes.**  It 
is  a  gift  in  fulfilment  of  the  agreement  and  for  the  purpose 
of  obuining  the  right  of  presentation.  Where  property  is 
(•)  15  Sim.  83.  (*)  14  M.  &  W.  510. 
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left  for  charitable  or  public  purposes  the  trustees  are  em-  1859. 
powered  to  raise  the  duty  on  the  security  of  the  property ;  ^T"*'"^ 
but  in  this  case  they  cannot,  for  the  property  is  devoted  to  William 
ecclesiastical  purposes  for  ever.  The  executors  are  bound 
to  expend,  in  building  and  endowing  the  church,  the  whole 
amount  given  by  the  testator;  but  if  duty  is  chargeable 
they  must  raise  it  from  the  residue,  so  that  the  burthen 
will  fall  on  the  residuary  legatee,  who  ought  not  to  bear  it 
Moreover,  this  property  will  be  doubly  taxed,  inasmuch  as, 
if  the  right  of  presentation  is  sold,  duty  must  be  paid  on 
the  purchase  money.  [Martin^  B. — The  right  of  presenta- 
tion is  a  new  species  of  property  arising  out  of  the  church : 
it  is  essentially  different  from  the  property  in  the  church 
itself]  Under  the  20th  and  21st  sections  of  the  Succession 
Duty  Act  duty  is  only  payable  when  the  party  comes  into 
possession  and  is  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  the  property. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  Beavan  appeared  in  support  of 
the  rule,  but  were  not  called  upon  to  argue. 

• 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  question  is,  whether  certain  sums 
of  money,  directed  by  the  testator  to  be  laid  out  in  build- 
ing, endowing  and  maintaining  a  church,  arc  liable  to 
legacy  duty.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are.  The  money 
is  not  given  in  discharge  of  any  obligation  binding  the 
testator  or  his  estate,  but  there  is  merely  a  direction  that 
it  shall  be  laid  out  in  that  particular  way ;  and  it  appears 
to  me  that,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Legacy  Duty 
Acts  and  the  construction  which  they  have  received  in 
previous  decisions,  we  are  bound  by  authority  to  hold  that 
the  funds  in  question  are  liable  to  legacy  duty.  Mr.  BovHl 
founded  his  argument  chiefly  on  the  case  of  In  re  fViUdn' 
Man  (a),  decided  in  this  Court,  and  afterwards  confirmed  in 

(a)  1  C.  M.  &  R.  142. 
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1859.  ^  Court  of  Excbequer  Cbmber  in  The  f  iiw  aiy  Gmarwl 
^t"^*^^  Y.MmA(a\  The  decisioD  of  this  Court  ondosbtedlT  pi»- 
ceededoD  thegroiiiid  that  uhioMtcly  the  moBcy  iroold  be 
applied  io  ghnng  to  eedi  of  aefcrd  penoo^  at  die 
of  the  irwtecfl^  a  flooi  of  monej  ondcr  MI.;  and  the 
aioQof  the  Court  of  Eacdieqocr  Chamber  appeanio 
proceeded  on  the  ome  ground.  Thtt  wftiefujf?  bj  Lorf 
Bammm,  in  delivering  the  judgn«it  of  diat  Couit,  to  dw 
lllh  KCtioD  of  the  36  Gcou  3»  e.  5^  wtam  to  aw  to 
that  dear,  and  but  far  that  dmaioo,  fcanded  aa  it  ia 
that  section*  I  should  not  have  thooght  it  neeeasaiy  is 
oocupT  tnne  in  czplnnng  whj  I  am  pRpared  to  gi^ 
judgment  far  the  Chowa.  Hie  11th  aeciioQ  pravido^ 
« that  if  any  benefit  shdD  be  giwen  bj  anj  w31  or 
ssencai^r  msDUBBenc«  ^a  sncn  semM  uiaft  me 
TahKof  such  benefit  canenhr  bei 

time  bj  the  actual  appBratinn  far  that  pmpuae  of  the  tmi 

attotteu  scMr  socn  puBirpose  ar  ^aaoe  cnsBBeaoie  meve^rnaL  er 

if  the  amount  or  value  of  anj  benefit  giptn  bj  an j  viB  er 

testa Hifntm  instruasent  csnnntj  br  leaaon  of  the  farm  sod 

of  the  gift,  be  so  ssmtained  diat  Aedn^canbc 

tnercon  unocr  sn «  omer  or  me  onecDona  neRsa 

then  and  in  cverranch  case  such  dntr  shall  be 

upon  the  sevenl  snam  of 

sUI  be  ^ppGcd  finaa  tkw  »  mw  ftr 

tmct  kcacscs  or  bei|ueBB^  snd  dhsK  be  paid  oua  of  the 


dKsaaK.**    k  is  dblrok  toaardrnt  dK  11th 

not  ^fatd  »e^  icaaim  6r  the  jm%mM  of  tlb  Court  in 

bras  campeiMt  to  dw  C 
tobape  ssai 


C«>   I  3L  &  W.  97. 
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in  asoertaining  the  doty,  for  a  laige  sum  of  money  being  1869. 
ieft  te  trostees  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  in  a  parti- 
cnlar  manner,  and  for  the  benefit  of  persona  strangers  in 
bkxxl  to  the  testator,  lOL  per  cent,  must  be  deducted  from 
that  amount.  In  a  very  elaborate  judgment  Baron  Parke 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  persons  intended  to  be 
lienefited  were  the  poor  people,  and  that,  as  they  never 
would  receive  so  mndi  as  20L  each,  no  legacy  duty  was 
chaigeable  upon  their  portions,  and  as  the  whole  fimd 
would  be  eadiausted  by  the  distribution  amongst  such  per- 
sons no  legacy  duty  whatever  was  payable.  Lord  DenmaHf 
in  his  judgment  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  remarks  that 
the  11th  section  of  the  36  Gea  3,  c  52,  was  not  brought 
binder  the  notice  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  \n  Inre  FramktaCM 
Charity,  The  practice  of  charging  the  duty  on  bequests 
to  charitable  corporations  or  societies  was  not  questioned. 
Where  money  is  bequeathed  to  an  hospital,  the  practice 
has  been  universal  for  the  Crown  to  claim  the  doty  of  IQH 
p»  oent.,  and  that  claim  has  always  been  acquiesced  in. 
It  may  be  said  that  no  one  receives  any  pecuniary  benefit 
ficom  being  admitted  into  an  hospital,  but  nevertheless  there 
is  A  beneficial  interest  in  respect  of  which  the  executors 
sie  bound  to  pay  legacy  duty.  In  the  subsequent  case  of 
bk  re  Oriffiths  (a)  it  appears  to  me  that  Baron  Parhe 
rather  doubts  the  correctness  of  his  decision  in  Inre  WU' 
Ammr,  and  he  expressly  says  that  the  subject  has  under- 
gooe  further  consideration  by  the  Vice  Chancellor  in  the 
case  of  The  Attorney  General  v.  Fitzgerald  (6).  There  the 
Vice  Chancellor  upheld  his  former  <q)inion,  and  in  the 
case  o(  In  re  Griffiths  Baron  Parhe  adopted  the  prin- 
dfrfe  that  where  money  is  bequeathed  for  some  public 
purpose,  either  to  the  committee  of  a  charity,  or  the  per- 
sons administering  it,  or  to  trostees,  in  order  that  it  may 
(a)  14  M.  &  W.  510.  (6)  IS  Sim.  S3. 
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ly  BE 


be  applied  to  sach  purpose,  it  must  be  oonaidered  m  t 
legacy  for  the  benefit  of  stnuigers  in  blood  to  the  tettator, 
wii^u  and  liable  to  the  duty  of  1  (ML  per  cent.  That  appean  to 
me  the  true  state  of  the  law  on  this  subject.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a  legacy  may  posriUy  be  beneBdal  to  no 
one ;  but,  if  so,  I  doubt  whether  the  ezecntota  would  be 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  directions  of  the  testator.  It 
may  therefore  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  wbeie 
money  is  bequeathed,  whether  to  those  who  administfr  a 
charity,  or  who  administer  funds  for  any  public  purpose, 
ecclesiastical  or  otherwise,  it  b  subject  to  a  legpcy  duty  of 
lOL  per  cent,  inasmuch  as  it  is  to  be  considered  a  legacy 
for  the  benefit  of  persons  strangers  in  blood  to  the  testator. 
For  these  reasons  I  think  that  in  this  case  the  Crown  if 
entitled  to  legacy  duty. 

Martdt,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  question 
for  our  determination  ]a,  whether  the  direction  in  the 
codicil  of  the  testator,  to  apply  a  certdn  part  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  in  building  a  church  and  parsonage  and  creating 
an  endowment,  renders  that  portion  of  his  estate  chargeable 
with  legacy  duty.  If  this  had  been  a  new  question  I  should 
have  thought  it  veiy  aiguaUe,  but  it  has  been  decided  fat 
many  years  that  such  a  gift  is  chargeable;  and  I  find  it 
stated  by  Vice  Chancellor  Shadwett  that  there  had  been, 
by  the  general  assent  of  mankind,  a  construction  put  upon 
these  statutes  so  as  to  charge  such  bequests  with  doty. 
Therefore  I  consider  the  matter  setded.  In  ^  re  fViJkmum 
it  was  said  by  Parke^  B.,  that  there  must  be  some  person 
who  derives  a  benefit  firom  the  bequest.  Here  the  persons 
who  would  derive  a  benefit  from  the  first  sum,  that  is^  the 
money  to  be  expended  in  building  the  church,  would  be 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  where  it  is  erected.  As  to 
tbe  second  sum,  the  337(NL  16«.  2dL  consols,  there  b  an 
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obyious  party  to  be  benefited^  yiss.  the  clergyman  who  is  to        1859. 

receire  the  proceeds  of  it  for  his  income.     If  any  benefit  is      ^^'T^'^^ 

required  that  is  as  direct  a  benefit  as  can  be ;  but  it  seems      William 

Parker. 
to  me  that  when  it  has  been  decided  that  a  bequest  of 

money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  school  in  Limerick^ 
and  another  bequest  of  stock  for  the  instruction  of  twenty 
boys  at  Newtown,  are  liable  to  legacy  duty,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  duty  is  not  payable  in  this  case.  In  my  opinion 
there  is  no  distinction  between  a  bequest  of  money  for  the 
erection  of  a  church  and  a  bequest  of  money  for  the  in- 
struction of  poor  children — the  one  is  to  promote  religion, 
the  other  education.  Therefore  I  think  that  these  sums  are 
clearly  liable  to  legacy  duty. 

This  is  the  conclusion  to  which  I  should  have  arrived  if 
the  Succession  Duty  Act  had  not  passed ;  but  nothing  can 
be  plainer  than  the  language  of  that  Act  It  begins  by 
defining  the  term  ^'real  property  ;"*  it  then  defines  the 
term  **  personal  property,"  and  it  then  proceeds  to  define 
the  term  "  property,"  which  is  to  "  include  real  property 
and  personal  property."*  By  the  16th  section  it  is  enacted, 
that  where  "property"  (that  is  real  or  personal  property) 
"  shall  become  subject  to  a  trust  for  any  charitable  or  public 
purpose.*' — Now  perhaps  this  would  be  a  charitable  purpose, 
but  it  is  certainly  a  public  purpose,  viz.  to  erect  a  church 
to  which  the  public  would  have  a  right  to  go  and  receive 
religious  instruction,  and  for  the  support  of  a  minister 
to  officiate  in  that  church.  If  one  were  asked  what  a 
public  purpose  was,  the  first  instance  he  would  give 
would  probably  be,  "to  build  a  church  and  endow  it." 
The  16th  section  proceeds — "under  any  past  or  future 
disposition,**  it  shall  be  subject  to  "  a  duty  at  the  rate  of 
lOL  per  cent  upon  the  amount  or  principal  value  of  such 
property.**  I  have  no  doubt  that  section  was  enacted  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  any  difficulty  which  might  exist 
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1859.  by  reason  of  the  cases  which  have  been  referred  to^  where 
this  Coort  and  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  took  a 
somewhat  different  view  from  Vice  Chancellor  Sftadbefll 

It  was  ai^ed  that  the  24th  section  of  the  Soocessloii 
Duty  Act  shews  that  this  is  not  the  proper  mode  of  levyn^ 
the  duty.  It  is  only  necessary  to  read  that  section  to  see 
that  it  has  not  the  slightest  application  to  this  matter.  It 
saysy  **a  successor  shall  not  be  chaigeable  with  daty  in 
respect  of  any  adrowson  or  church  patronage  comprised  in 
his  succession,  unless  the  same,  or  some  right  of  presenta- 
tion, or  some  other  interest  in  or  out  of  sudi  advowaon  or 
church  patronage,  shaU  be  disposed  of  by,  or  in  concert  with 
him  for  money .^  That  section  is  dealing  with  an  ad?owBon 
properly  so  called — an  existing  thing.  A  portion  of  this 
money  was  to  be  applied  in  the  erection  of  a  church,  and 
another  portion  was  for  the  support  of  the  cleigyman ;  but 
the  advowson  or  ri^t  of  presentadon  is  a  totally  diflerent 
thing,  it  is  a  new  species  of  property  arising  from  the  right 
which  the  testator^s  successor  would  have  to  appmnt  the 
cleif^man  to  this  choroh.  He  has  no  direct  interest  in  die 
money  expended  on  the  church,  nor  in  the  sum  for  the 
support  of  the  clergyman,  but  only  the  right  to  appmnt 
For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opmion  that  the  Crown  is  entitled 
to  judgment. 


Watson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  tiiat 
the  case  comes  within  the  Legacy  Duty  Acts^  and,  in  the 
view  which  1  take,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  parti- 
cular expressions  used  in  them.  It  is  aigued  that  these 
Acts  do  not  apply  unless  some  person  takes  a  benefidal  or 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  bequest  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Acts  to  that  efiect,  the  chaige  is  a  general  chaige  upon  d' 
legacies.  If  a  person  leaves  a  part  of  his  proper^  to  his 
children,  and  a  part  to  found  an  institntion,  the  doty 
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equally  attaches  upon  the  money  left.  The  6th  section  1859. 
has  been  altogether  misconceived.  It  provides  for  the 
mode  in  which  legacy  duty  is  to  be  charged.  Persons 
beneficially  interested  are  to  pay  it,  not  their  trustees.  No 
doubt  some  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the  decisions  on  the 
subject  and  the  expressions  used  in  them,  but  all  difficulty 
is  obviated  by  the  Succession  Duty  Act.  That  Act  renders 
all  legacies  liable  to  duty  which  were  not  liable  under  the 
Legacy  Duty  Acts.  Whether  the  erection  of  a  church 
can  be  called  a  charitable  purpose  or  not,  it  is  certainly  a 
public  purpose.  There  is  no  doubt  that  legacy  duty  is  pay* 
able  under  one  Act  or  the  other.  I  think  that  it  is  payable 
under  the  Legacy  Duty  Act;  but,  if  not,  it  is  clearly  within 
the  Succession  Duty  Act. 

Rule  abaohite. 


Allaway  and  Another  i;.  Wagstaff.  •^««<  i^* 


D 


'ECLARATION  upon  an  award,  made  by  John  Atkin-  By  •*  An  Act 

for  regQUtin^ 

son,  Esq.,  deputy  gaveller  of  the  Forest  of  Dean,  dated  the  the  opening 
28th  of  May,  1858,  made  by  him  under  the  provisions  of  the  of  mines  anS 
68lh  section  of  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  43,  being  «  An  Act  for  lo'^^f  dS!L 

and  Hundred  of 
St.  BriaTels,** 
1  &  3  Viet.  c.  43, 1.  68,  it  IB  onaoted  that  e^erj  free  miner  and  otiier  penoD  who  ii  or  may  be 
entitled  to  anv  gale,  pit,  level  or  work  within  any  enclosed  land  of  the  Hundred  of  St  Briavels, 
•hall  be,  aad  ne  ia  herel^  required  to  pay  to  the'ownert  of  anj  such  enclosed  lands  full  and  fair 
compensation  for  any  surface  dama^  by  the  opening  or  sinking  of  any  gale»  pit*  level  or  work 
therein  or  thereon,  which  compensation  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  gaTeUer  or  deputy  meller. 
The  plaintiff  being  the  owner  of  a  house  sunding  on  an  open  common  within  the  Hundred,  but 
adjoinin|^  on  one  side  a  yard  of  the  plaintiff  enclosed  by  a  wall,  the  defendant,  a  free  miner, 
in  working  his  gale,  gpt  the  coal  from  under  the  house*  in  consequence  of  which  a  subsidence 
took  place,  the  foundation  of  the  house  sank  and  the  walls  cracked. 

HeU,  thai  the  defendant  was  liable  to  an  action  for  causing  a  subsidenoe  of  the  surface ;  but 
that  the  damage  so  done  to  the  plaintiff's  house  was  not  *'  surface  damage  **  within  the  meaning 
of  the  68th  section,  and  that  the  deputy  gaveller  had  no  jurisdiction  to  award  compensation. 

iSnm^,  that,  the  house  standing  on  uninclosed  land  of  the  Hundred  and  being  open  on  thrae 
sidea,  was  not  **  inclosed  land  **  within  the  meaning  of  the  68th  section. 
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1859.  regulating,  the  opening  and  working  of  mines  and  qoairies 
in  the  Forest  of  Dean  and  Hundred  of  St.  Briarels,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,**  to  recover  the  sum  of  60iL  awarded 
by  him  to  the  plaintifiis  for  surfieu^e  damage  to  certain  land, 
mill-house,  and  premises  belonging  to  them  bj  the  work- 
ing of  the  defendant's  colliery  under  the  mill-boaae  and 
premises  (a). 

Pleas. — First:  that  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  award 
were  not  enclosed  lands  within  the  meaning  of  tbe  statute. 
Secondly :  that  the  said  alleged  sur&ce  damage  to  the  lands 
of  the  plaintiffs  was  not  done  or  occasioned  by  reason  or  by 
means  of  the  opening  or  working  of  the  said  gale  therein 
or  thereon,  and  that  the  said  gale  was  never  opened  or 
worked  in  or  on  the  said  lands  or  any  of  them  or  otherwise 
than  under  the  said  lands.  Thirdly:  that  tbe  plaintiflb 
were  not  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  said  sor&oe 
damage,  according  to  the  said  statute;  and  that  John 
Atkinson  was  not  empowered  under  or  by  virtue  of  the 
said  statute  to  ascertain  or  determine  the  said  compensa- 
tion.  Fourthly :  nul  tiel  agard.  Fifthly :  setting  out  the 
award,  and  alleging  that  it  was  void. 

The  plaintifls  took  issue  on  all  the  pleas. 

At  the  trial,  before  CkanmeO,  B.,  at  the  Spring  Assises 
at  Gloucester,  it  appeared  that  the  pIainti£B^  the  Cinder- 
ford  Iron  Company,  were  the  owners  of  a  miU^house,  in- 
habited by  a  miller,  and  premises^  situate  in  Abbotts  Wood 
in  Ruspidge  Common  in  the  Forest  of  Dean.  The  defimd- 
ant,  a  free  miner,  who  carried  on  bosineas  as  the  Cindef&fd 
Bridge  Colliery  Company,  in  the  course  of  working  a  gale 
in  the  Forest,  got  the  coal  under  the  plaintiffs*  jaid,  and  in 
front  of  their  mill-house,  the  effect  of  which  vras  that  a 
subsidence  of  the  surfiKe  took  place,  and  the  walls  of  tbe 

(«)  Sec  the  report  of  the  ai^gament  on  thedeaiuner  to  the  5ik  plea, 
p.  307. 
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plaintifis'  house  cracked.   The  plaintiffs  called  on  the  deput;        i859. 
gaveller  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  compensation  to  which      ^^ZJ^^ 
they  were  entitled,  and  the  deputy  gaveller  ultimately  made  »• 

the  award  which  was  set  out  in  the  5th  plea  (see  anti^  p. 
309).     It  was  proved  that  the  whole  of  the  Forest  of  Dean 
is  within  the  Hundred  of  St.  Briavels ;  but  the  Hundred 
extends  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Forest     The  plaintifls' 
premises  are  in  the  Hundred  of  St.  Briavels,  and  within 
the  Forest  of  Dean ;  they  consisted  of  the  miller's  residence, 
a  yard  and  two  small  outbuildings.     The  fencing  does  not 
extend  round    the   house ;    but   there    is  a    wall  round 
the  yard;    the  yard  adjoins  the  North  East  end  of  the 
house,   and   the   outbuildings   look   into   the   yard.     The 
Cinderford  Bridge  Colliery  is  on  Crown  land,  about  200 
yards  from  the  plaintifis'  house,  separated  from  it  by  the 
enclosed  lands  of  other  proprietors.     The  damage  in  re- 
spect of  which  the  award  was  made  consisted  of  fissures 
in  the  walls  of  the  house.     There  were  deep  cracks  in  the 
floor  of  the  kitchen,  so  that  a  stick  could  be  thrust  to  some 
depth  into  the  soil  between  the  stones.     The  plaintiffs' 
house  had  been  built  in  1836. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict 
to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs,  reserving  leave  to  the  de- 
fendant to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  in  his  favour. 

Henry  James,  in  Easter  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  on  the  grounds  that  the 
deputy  gaveller  had  no  power  or  jurisdiction  to  make  the 
award  declared  upon ;  that  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
pkuotifls  was  not  surface  damage  within  the  statute ;  that 
the  house,  &c,  damaged  were  not  inclosed  lands,  and  were 
not  in  the  Hundred  of  St.  Briavels  but  within  the  Forest 
of  Dean ;  and  that  the  declaration  was  not  proved  by  the 
award. 

-VOL.  rv.— N.  8.  Y  Y  EXCH* 
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1859.  P^oUy  Seijt.,  and  Pkip»on  shewed  cause  (a)  and  MamMtg 

j^^^2^^      and  Henry  James  were  heard  in  snppcMrt  of  the  rule. 

Waoi'taff.  Cur.  adv.  vuH. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  wa8  now  delivered  by 

Watson,  B. — This  was  an  action  on  an  award,  made  by 
the  deputy  gaveller  of  the  Forest  of  Dean,  for  non-payment 
of  the  sum  awarded.  The  case  was  tried  at  the  list 
Gloucester  Assizes  before  my  brother  Channett,  when  a 
▼erdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiffs  with  liberty  to  the  de- 
fendant to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit  or  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  The  case  was  argued  before  us  this  TeniL 
The  question  was  whether  the  deputy  gaveller  had  juris^ 
diction  to  make  this  award.  The  plaintifls  were  the 
owners,  not  the  occupiers,  of  a  house  and  yard  standing  on 
uninclosed  land,  in  the  hundred  of  St.  Briavels,  in  the 
Forest  of  Dean.  Tlie  defendant  was  a  free  miner  of  the 
Hundred,  and,  as  such,  occupied  and  worked  a  colliery  in 
the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  in  the  course  of  working  he  worked 
out  the  coal  which  belonged  to  him,  by  ootstroke,  to  and 
under  the  plaintifis'  house  and  premises,  and  thereby  left 
them  without  supports.  The  plaintifis'  house  and  land 
under  it  were  cracked  and  injured  by  the  subsidence  of  the 
soiL  The  plaintifis  called  in  the  deputy  gaveller,  who  made 
an  award  of  die  amount  sought  to  be  recovered. 

Tlie  objection  raised  by  the  defendant  was  that  the 
award  was  vmd,  as  not  within  the  powers  of  the  deputy 
gaveller.  This  turns  on  the  true  meaning  of  the  act  of 
parliament  1  &  2  Vict  c  43,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  regu- 
lating the  opening  and  woiking  of  mines  and  quarries  in 

(a)  Maj  SI.    Before  FoOodk^  C.  B.,  HortM,  B^  Waimm,  B^  sad 
OUnoMO^B. 
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the  Forest  of  Dean  and  the  Hundred  of  St  Briavels  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester  "(a).  The  68th  section  is  the  clause 
on  which  this  question  turns,  by  which  it  is  enacted,  **  That 
every  free  miner  and  other  person  who  is  or  may  be  en- 


(«)  The  learned  Judge  then 
went  through  the  seyeral  provi- 
siouB  of  the  Act,  as  follows : — 

The  Act  recites  that  the  Queen, 
in  right  of  her  Crown,  is  sebed  of 
the  0oil  of  the  Forest  of  Dean,  and 
of  all  mines  and  minerals  within  or 
under  the  Forest,  subject  to  cer- 
tain alleged  rights  of  common  and 
other  rights  claimed  in  or  over 
the  same  or  some  part  thereof; 
and  is  also  seised  of  divers  inclo- 
Bures  iHthin  and  upon  the  Forest, 
freed  and  discharged  from  all 
claims  so  long  as  they  remain  so 
inclosed.  And  in  addition  to  the 
mines  and  minerals  within  or 
under  the  Forest,  her  Majesty  if, 
or  ckmn»  to  he  »ei$ed  of  all  other 
miaes  and  nuMeraU  which  are  within 
or  wider  any  part  of  the  Hundred 
of  St.  BriaveU^  except  such  mines 
as  have  been  granted  by  the  Crown 
and  still  remain  not  re-conveyed« 
And  that  certain  privileges  were 
claimed  by  certain  persons  in  the 
Hundred  of  St.  Briavels,  calling 
themselves  free  miners,  to  open 
nines  and  quarries  in  the  open 
Unda  of  the  Forest ;  and  also  to 
i^pen  mines  in  all  lands  within 
the  said  Hundred  of  St.  Briavels 
(except  in  churchyards,  gardens 
and  orchards,  and  in  such  inclo- 
anrea  as  have  been  made  by  the 
Crown,  under  30  Car.  2»  c.  3,  and 
48  Geo.  S,  c  72,  and  except  in 
lands  within  or  under  which  the 
mines  and  minerals  have  been 
granted  to  any  subject),  and  to 
work  the  mines  and  quarries  ac- 


cording to  certain  alleged  cus* 
toms:    And    that    the    customs 
were  undefined  and  that  it  was 
expedient  to  amend  the  same,  and 
to  enable  the  free  miners  to  get 
the  deep  coal ;  and  that  difficul- 
ties had  arisen  as  to  ascertaining 
and  collecting  the  share    dues, 
rents  and  royalties    payable  to 
her  Majesty,  and  that  disputes 
had  arisen  between  free  miners 
and  others  touching  the  working 
of  the  mines:    And  that  there 
were  officers  called  the  gaveller 
and    deputy    gaveller :    It    was 
enacted  that  for  these  purposes 
certain  Commissioners  should  be 
appointed.  Sections  1  to  12  regu- 
late the  appointment,  oath  and 
meetings  of  the  Commissioners. 
Section   13  vests    the  office    of 
gaveller    in   the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Woods  £^d  Forests. 
By  section  14,  free  miners  are 
persons  who  are  inhabitants  of 
St.  Briavels,  who  have  worked  a 
year  and  a  day  in  mining.    Sec- 
tion 15  contains  a  similar  provi- 
sion as  to  quarrymen.    By  sec- 
tbn  16,  the  gaveller  or  deputy 
gaveller  is  to  make  a  register  of 
free  miners.    The  following  sec- 
tions to  22  are  for  the  regulation 
of  free  miners,  and  of  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  gaveller  or  de- 
puty gaveller.   Section  23.  Grales 
to  be  granted  to  free  miners,  who 
may  sell,  assign  or  dispose  of  the 
same.   Section  24.  Commissioners 
to  make  an  award  and  to  set  out 
gales.   Section  29.  Commissioners 

Y  2 
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1859.        titled  to  any  gale,  pit,  level  or  work  within  any  inclosed 


All  AW  AT 


land  of  the  Hundred,  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to 

V-  pay  to  the  owner  of  any  such  inclosed  lands  a  (all  and  fiur 

Waqstapf.      ^  '^  ■' 

compensation  in  money  for  any  sur&ce  damage    by  **iht 

opening  or  working  any  gale,  pit,  level  or  work  therein 

or  thereon,  which  compensation  shall  be  ascertained  and 

determined"  by  the  Commissioners  till  making  the  award, 

and  by  the  gaveller  or  deputy  gaveller  after  making  the 

award ;  the  compensation  to  be  paid  within  ten  days  after 

making  the  award.     No  person  to  proceed  in  the  opening 

or  working  of  any  gale  till  compensation  for  surface  damage 

is  paid.     By  section  69,  no  steam  engine  or  dwelling  house 

is  to  be  erected  in  the  inclosed  land  of  the  Hundred  with- 

out  consent  of  the  owner. 

It  was  argued,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiSa,  first,  that  the 

place  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  deputy  gaveller. 

We  think  it  is  within  the  Hundred  of  St.  Briavels,  and 

therefore  it  is  within  the  limit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 

deputy  gaveller.     Indeed,  the  defendant,  whatever  be  did 

at   the  trial,  did   not,  as  we  understood,  contend  to  the 

contrary  in  the  course  of  the  aif^ument 

to  make  rules  how  gales  are  to  be  under  inclosed  lands  of  the  Qaeea 

worked,  and  breach  of  rules  to  — not  to  prevent  free  miners  from 

work  a  forfeiture.     Section  31.  working  gale  under  such  inclosed 

Afler  award    made    customs  to  lands,  so  as  no  damage  be  done  to 

cease.     Sections   41    to   46    are  such  inclosed  lands  or  the  fences, 

clauses  respecting  the  settlement  or  trees.    Section  65.  Air  shafts 

of  rent  to  be  made  by  Commis-  may  be  granted  and  sunk  in  the 

sloners.    Section  47.  In  case  of  Queen*s  incloeures.    Section  66. 

difference  as  to  rent,  the  dispvte  Commissioners  may  hear  and  deier* 

to  be  seided  by  an  arbitrator  to  be  mine  questions  respecting  the  »ark» 

appointed  by  the  gaveller  or  deputy  ing  and  extent  of  gales — empowered 

gaveller.    Section  48.    The  arbi-  to  hear  evidence  and  oAmhuster  an 

trator  to  have  power  to  examine  oath.    Section  67.    One  half  of 

witnesses  and  administer  an  oath,  galeage  rent  in  the  Hundred  in 

Section  52  provides  for  the  re-  future  to  be  paid  to  owner  of 

coverj  of  the  money  awarded,  inclosed  land.    In  case  of  dispute, 

Sections  58  to  68  regulate  the  to  be  decided  by  arbhntor  tp- 

grant  and  assignment  of  gales,  pointed  bj  the  gavdler  or  deputy 

Section  64.  No  gale  to  be  granted  gaveller. 
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But  it  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant :        1859. 
first,  that  this  house  and  yard,  standing  on  uninclosed  land      iT^"^^ 
of  the  Hundred  and  open  on  three  sides  to  it,  was  not    _    »• 
inclosed  land  within  the  meaning  of  the  68th  section  of 
the  Act.     Secondly,  that  this  damage  arising  to  the  house 
and  land  by  sinking,  caused  by  improper  working,  was  not 
within  the  meaning  of  the  68th  section  of  the  Act,  and 
that  the  injury  was  not  surface  damage  but  permanent 
damage  to  the  house  and  land.     No  doubt,  a  house  is  in- 
closed land  in  one  sense,  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  that  it  is 
80  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act,  which  gives  power  to 
open  mines  and  work  the  minerals  on  such  land. 

But,  Vithout  putting  our  decision  on  this  point,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  this  matter  was  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  deputy  gaveller.  The  free  miners  have  the 
power  to  open  mines  within  the  Hundred,  and  work  mines 
and  quarries  therein ;  that  is  to  say,  to  sink  shafts,  raise  the 
minerals,  make  heaps  and  roads,  and  do  all  other  acts  to  work 
mines  and  quarries  on  the  land  (except  erecting  steam  engines 
and  dwelling  houses  without  leave  of  the  owner).  This 
working  the  miners  may  lawfully  do.  There  is  no  provision 
in  the  act  of  parliament  to  enable  the  free  miners  to  leave 
the  soil  without  support  so  as  to  cause  a  subsidence,  nor  is 
there  any  clause  from  which  such  a  licence  can  be  inferred. 
It  follows  that  a  free  miner,  whether  working  the  coals  under 
inclosed  land  from  shafts  sunk  therein,  or  by  outstroke  from 
other  land,  and  causing  a  subsidence,  to  the  damage  of 
the  owner  of  the  land,  would  be  liable  to  an  action  :  Hum- 
phries  v.  Brogden  (a).  We  think  that  the  68th  section  is 
confined  to  the  assessment  of  compensation  for  the  damage 
done  to  the  surface,  and  sinking  shafts  and  making  roads, 
&c.  on  the  surface,  in  exercise  of  the  powers  granted,  and 
not  to  enable  the  gaveller  to  try  the  question  whether  the 
defendant  by  his  acts  is  liable  to  pay  damages,  and  then  to 

(a)  12  Q.  B.  739. 
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1859.  award,  first,  the  damage  done  to  the  tenant,  and,  aeoondlj, 
^;^^  the  damage  done  to  the  reversioner,  which  is,  in  fcct.  tiymg 
the  cause.  No  power  is  given  to  summon  witnesses  or  to 
administer  an  oath.  Contrasting  thai  provi«on  with  the 
sections  above  referred  to,  where  the  CommisBioners  and 
the  arbitrator  to  be  appointed  by  the  gaveller  in  certain 
cases  have  the  power  to  examine  witnesses  and  administer 
an  oath,  it  would  appear  that  he  has  not  the  means  of 
inquiring  into  and  deciding  such  a  question. 

The  surface  damage,  on  the  other  hand,  that  ia,  injury 
to  crops  or  destruction  of  grass,  is  a  mere  matter  of  ocular 
observation  and  computation.  The  computation  can  be 
made  and  the  amount  of  damage  ascertained  aiM  deter- 
mined by  the  view  of  the  gaveller.  Sur&ce  damage,  again, 
must  mean  damage  to  the  sur&ce.  The  expression  **  sur- 
face damage**  is  a  term  well  known  in  the  north  of  England 
in  the  Colliery  districts,  it  is  damage  to  the  crops  by  wdng 
the  surface,  or  by  the  smoke  coming  from  the  colliery 
works,  or  pit  heaps,  in  respect  of  which  compensation  is 
payable  under  leases,  or  reservations  of  coal,  or  where  lords 
work  coal  by  custom  under  copyhold  lands.  It  is  diffictilt 
to  say  that  the  injury  to  the  foundations  of  a  house  extend* 
ing  to  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  house,  or  the  subsidence 
of  the  soil  partially  or  wholly  destroying  the  future  fertility 
of  the  soil,  is  a  surface  damage :  it  may  be  damage  to  the 
house  and  land,  but  not  surfiice  damage.  Again,  the  clause 
in  this  same  section,  which  prevents  a  person  who  has 
neglected  or  refused  to  pay  the  compensation  awarded,  from 
continuing  bis  working  until  the  compensation  is  paid, 
applies  more  to  the  case  of  damage  to  the  land,  by  working 
and  getting  the  coal  therein,  than  to  injury  by  reason  of 
leaving  the  land  without  support. 

The  decided  cases  seem  to  support  this  view.     Smart  v. 
Morton  (a),  where  the  owner  of  land  and  coal  conveyed 

(a)  5  E.  &  B.  so. 


TKINITY  TERM,    22    VICT.  689 

the  land,  with  reservation  of  the  coal  and  power  to  get  and  1859. 
win  the  same,  with  a  covenant  that  if  the  covenantor  at  ^^'^^ 
any  time  should  sink,  diir  for.  work,  win  or  get  the  coal  in  ^  •- 
any  part  of  the  premises,  he  should  pay  such  sum  of  money 
as  should  amount  to  treble  the  damages,  loss  or  prejudice 
which  the  covenantee  should  sustain  by  reason  of  such  dig- 
ging, working,  sinking  or  breaking  of  ground,  wayleave  or 
other  matter  or  thing  used  or  exercised  in  working  or  loading 
the  coal  there.  The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  thought  that 
this  clause  extended  only  to  the  proper  working  the  coal 
on  the  land,  and  not  to  injury  by  reason  of  depriving  the 
plaintiff's  land  of  support  Lord  Campbell  there  says : — 
**  The  right  to  compensation  may  well  be  contemplated  as 
extending  only  to  injuries  which  may  arise  from  mining, 
the  mining  being  carried  on  in  such  a  manner  as  that  the 
surfifiure  is  still  left  to  enjoy  a  sufficient  support "*  Again,  the 
case  of  Harris  v.  Ryding  (a)  bears  strongly  on  this  point 
There  a  person,  owner  of  land  and  coal,  conveyed  the  land, 
reserving  the  coal  and  right  to  win  and  get  the  coal,  making  a 
fiur  compensation  to  the  grantee  of  the  land  for  the  damage 
to  be  done  to  the  surface  of  the  said  premises  and  the  pas- 
ture and  crops  growing  there;  the  Judges  expressed  an 
opinion  that  such  covenant  was  for  compensation  for  acts 
done  on  the  surface  of  the  land,  all  these  things  being 
authorized  by  the  deed,  and  did  not  extend  to  damages  by 
reason  of  the  improper  working  of  the  coals  and  injuring 
the  land  by  subsidence. 

These  decisions  are  very  strong  authorities  in  support  of 
our  judgment  It  is  true  the  decisions  there  turned  upon 
the  true  construction  of  the  respective  deeds,  but  the  section 
of  the  act  of  parliament  is  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  pro- 
visions in  those  two  deeds.  In  the  Act,  as  in  the  deeds, 
provision  is  made  for  compensation  to  persons  whose  land 

(a)  5  M.  &  W.  60. 
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1659.        had  been  iDJared  bj  the  aerdat  of  the  paver  of  wxldng. 
2^]][^      For  these  R9BCIDB  we  think  thai  the  vcfdicf  dioiiU  be  eniered 

V    '-  for  the  defimdant,  and  thcrelbfe  the  nik  moat  be  abaolote. 

Rok  abaolote. 


1^  BcaJiABY  r.  Bamsbt. 

Bj  iiiiiiiiL,  J[  HIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  to  leeorer  poaarwinn  of 

dated  iaiaiS,  "^                                       *" 

R,  ■  co«-  a  cottage  and  orchard,  garden  and  premiaes,  at  Hangarton* 

aiMU  cwicyd  in  the  county  of  Leicester. 

ks  hdn.'  At  the  trial,  before  Lord  CawKpbdk  C.  J.,  at  the  Leicester 


hiMeirfcrlife^  Spring  Assizes^  it  appeared  that,  prior*  to  1822,  the  pre- 


totheMeof      ^^'^'^  ^  qoestioo  were  in  the  poflBciion  of  one   John 
^"  "^.^ri.T!?  Barabj,  and  thai  bj  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated 


^  fiVh^  ^^  ^°^  ^^  Febniaiy,  1822,  made  between  the  said  John 

hein  wad  BsTsbj  and  Saiah  his  wife  of  the  first  part,  Francis  Nedham 

ci«r:aaditwat  and  Geoi^gie  EaglesfieM,  orerseeiB  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 

declared  that  

theavmcen  of  HongartcMi,  and  Samuel  Woodford,  chordiwarden  of  the 

mttof  pariih  same  parish,  of  the  second  part,  and  William  Canrer  of  the 

!h^i!b^^  third  part;  reciting  that  the  said  F.  Nedham,  G.  EaglesfieU 

^^^^^?  and  S.  Woodford  had  contracted  with  John  Barri>y  for  the 

^^|3°^<^  absolute  purchase  of  the  messuage  and  premises  therein  de» 


to  be  scribed,  subject  to  the  estate  for  life  of  the  said  John  Barri>T 

nsedasapoor 

booaa  to  place  and  Sarah  his  wife ;  In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  302.  (the 

beio^ngto  purchase  money)  to  John   Barsby  paid  by  F.  Nedham, 

of  H^^Heid  G-  Eaglesfield  and  S.  Woodford,  and  of  5s.  by  Carrer ; 

tue  ocn-  f£^^  ^*  J  John  Barsby  and  Sarah  his  wife,  granted,  bar^ 


St  l^t^^   gained,  sold,  released,  and  confirmed  to  Carver,  his  heirs 
mortnam.         and  assigns,  the  messuage,  garden  and  premises,  to  hdd 

the  same  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  John  Barsby 
and  Sarah  his  wife  for  and  during  the  term  of  their  natural 
lives,  subject  to  the  proviso  thereinafter  contained;  and 
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from  and  immediately  after  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of       1859. 
tbem,    to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  F.  Nedham, 
G.  Elaglesfield  and  S.  Woodford,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever.    Proviso:  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  F. 
Nedham,  G.  Eaglesfield  and  S.  Woodford,  at  any  time 
during  the  lives  of  the  said  John  Barsby  and  Sarah  his 
wife,  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  garden  belonging  to  the  said  messuage,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  and  building  thereon  any  house  or  houses  for  the 
use  of  the  parish  of  Hungarton,  without  making  any  further 
acknowledgment  or  satisfaction  for  the  same.    And  the  said 
F.  Nedham,  G.  Eaglesfield  and  S.  Woodford  did  declare 
that  the  said  sum  of  SOL,  the  consideration  money,  was  part 
of  the  monies  of  and  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish  of  Hungarton,  and  that  the  messuage  and  pre- 
mises conveyed  to  F.  Nedham,  G.  Eaglesfield  and  S.  Wood- 
ford, their  heirs  and  assigns,  were  so  conveyed  in  trust  only 
that  they  should  permit  the  premises  thereby  granted  to  be 
used  and  enjoyed  as  a  poor  or  parish  house,  to  place  such 
pauper  or  paupers  therein  of  or  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
Hungarton  for  the  time  being;   or  to  any  other  use  or 
purpose,  as  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  parishioners 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  assembled  at  a  parish  or 
vestry  meeting,  should  think  fit    The  plaintiff  claimed  by  a 
conveyance  from  the  parish  officers,  dated  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, 1857.     John  Barsby  remained  in  possession  till  his 
death  in  1843,  and  Sarah  his  wife  till  her  death  in  1848. 
The  defendant's  counsel  objected  that  the  conveyance  of 
1822  was  void  under  the  statutes  of  mortmain.    The  learned 
Judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  claimant,  reserving  leave 
to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him. 

Field,  in  Blaster  Term,  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  ac- 
cordingly. 
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MeUor  and  BeU  shewed  cause  (a).— The  oonTeyance  is 
not  void  under  the  statutes  of  mortmain.  The  9  Gea  % 
c.  S6,  8.  1,  enacts  that  no  manon»  lands^  &c^  shall  be 
giTen,  granted^  aliened,  &c.,  or  otherwise  conveyed  or 
settled,  to  or  upon  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate  or  otherwise^  for  any  estate  or  interest  whatsoever, 
&&,in  trust  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  charitable  oaea;  unles 
such  gift,  conveyance,  &c^  be  and  be  made  by  deed,  indented, 
sealed  and  delivered,  &a,  and  inrolled,  &c,  and  unless  the 
same  be  made  to  take  effect  in  possession  fbr  the  charitable 
uses  intended  immediately  firom  the  making  thereof,  and  be 
without  any  power  of  revocation,  reservation,  &c^  fx  the 
benefit  of  the  donor  or  grantor,  or  of  any  penoos  claiming 
under  him.  By  section  3,  grants  made  in  any  other  manner 
than  directed  by  the  Act  are  to  be  absolutely  void.  The 
9  Grea  4,  &  85,  s.  1,  provides  that  where  lands  have  been 
purchased  for  a  valuable  consideration  in  trust  or  for  the 
benefit  of  any  charitable  uses  whatsoever,  and  such  full  con- 
sideration shall  have  been  actually  paid,  every  deed  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  such  lands  for  the  benefit  of  such 
charitable  uses  (if  made  to  take  effect  in  possession  for  the 
charitable  uses  intended  immediately  firom  the  making 
thereof,  and  without  any  reservation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
grantor),  shall  be  good.  The  question  however  does  not 
turn  upon  these  Acts,  because  the  conveyance  is  not  in 
trust  for  ''a  charitable  use."  The  59  Gea  3,  c  12,  s.  8, 
enacts,  that  in  any  parish  not  having  a  workhouse,  ftc,  the 
churchwardens  may  purchase  or  take  on  lease  any  ground 
within  the  parish  for  the  purpose  of  such  building,  which, 
by  section  17,  is  to  be  conveyed  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  and  their  successors  in 
trust  for  the  parish.  Previously  to  that  statute,  by  the 
9  Geo.  ],  c.  7,  s.  4,  for  the  greater  ease  of  parishes  and  the 


(a)  Majr  31.    Before  PoUodt^  C.  B^  Martin,  B^  WaiMou^  B^  and 
CMmneil,  B. 
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relief  of  the  poor,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  were 
empowered  to  purchase  or  hire  any  house  or  houses  in  the 
parish  for  the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining  and  employing 
of  the  poor.  [Martin,  B. — The  conveyance  is  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers,  their  heirs  and  assigns;  by  the 
59  Geo.  3,  c.  12,  s.  17,  it  should  have  been  to  them  and 
their  successors.]  The  conveyance  is  good  under  the 
earlier  statute.  There  was  no  charitable  gift.  There  was 
an  actual  purchase^  and  the  money  was  paid  by  the  parish, 
for  parish  purposes,  out  of  parish  funds. 

Field,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  power  to  purchase 
lands  given  to  parish  officers  by  the  8th  section  of  the 
59  Gea  3,  c.  12,  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Mortmain  Acts.  By  the  7  &  8  Vict,  c  101,  s.  73,  it  is 
enacted,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  messuages,  lands  or 
hereditaments,  or  any  estates  or  interest  therein,  have  or 
bath  been  conveyed  or  assured,  either  gratuitously  or  for 
valuable  consideration,  to  or  in  trust  for  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  workhouse,  &c.,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poor,  &c., 
any  such  conveyance  shall  be  good  notwithstanding  that  such 
conveyance  hath  not  been  enrolled  pursuant  to  9  Geo.  2,  c.  36. 
That  statute  dispenses  with  one  only  of  the  requisites  of 
the  Mortmain  Acts.  It  shews  what  construction  the  legis- 
lature put  upon  the  9  Geo.  2,  c.  36.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — It 
is  the  province  of  Courts,  and  of  the  Courts  only,  to  con- 
strue statutes.]  Those  uses  are  deemed  charitable  in  the 
superior  Courts  which  the  43  Eliz.  c.  4  enumerated,  or 
which  are  deemed  within  its  spirit — such  as  *' bequests 
for  the  use  of  aged  poor  and  impotent  people."  Therefore 
providing  lodging  for  the  poor  is  a  charitable  use  within  the 
Mortmain  Acts  (a).     [Martin,  B.— It  might  be  different 

(a)  On  this  point  he  referred      note  a,  and  p.  428,  note  a,  and 
to  Chitt 7*8  Statutes,  vol.  1 ,  p.  426,      cases  there  cited. 
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1859.        if  it  were  in  the  waj  of  charitj.     Here  the  puiiliHf  wh 

made  by  the  a^exBcen  fbr  the  purpose  of  pnmdiiig  lawM 

relieC]     The  aigoment  on  the  other  side  ii^  duit  59  Gea  X 

c  12,  s.  8,  takes  porchases  of  gnrand  fix*  wotkhooaes  out  cf 

the  statutes  of  martmaiii.     The  answer  is^  that,  howetfr 

that  might  be  if  the  deed  had  operated  ondo'  the  statnt^ 

in  the  present  case  the  power  in  that  statute  is  not  par> 

sued ;  and  therefore  the  deed  is  left  as  before  the  statute, 

and  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  7  &  B  Vict.  c.  101, 

s.  73,  would  hare  required  enrolment     [/Ubdl,  C.  B. — 

Before  the  59  Gea  3,  c.  12,  parish  oflBcers  mi^  hate 

purchased  houses  for  lodging  the  poor  and  caused  them 

to  be  conyejed  to  trustees ;  or  they  might  haTe  acqiured 

by  gift,  unless  the  case  was  within  the  statutes  of  mortnuuD. 

The  effect  of  the  8th  section  was  to  empower  them  to 

take  as  other  people  could    ^^i/lioa,  &— The  word ''may' 

means  '^  without  reference  to  the  Mortnuun  Acts.*] — He 

referred  also  to  The  ChHrchwardemg  rf  SL  XidMu  Bqfifcri 

▼.  Sketckky  (a> 

Cmr.  ado.  vmtL 


Watson,  B.,  now  said. — This  was  an  action  of  ejectment 
At  the  trial,  before  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  a  deed  was  put  in 
conveying  the  land  in  dispute  to  certain  trustees,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  for  a  poorhouse.  The 
sole  question  raised  was  whether  this  deed  was  rendered 
▼Old  by  the  statutes  of  mortmain.  The  9  Geo.  2,  c.  36, 
and  the  9  (Sea  4,  c.  85,  were  cited  to  shew  that  it  was  so. 
It  was  signed  that  it  was  a  charitable  use  within  those 
statutes.  The  defendant's  counsel,  in  the  course  of  the 
argument,  was  asked  by  the  Bench  whether  there  were  any 
authorities  to  shew  that  a  grant  of  land  to  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  a  parish  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
workhouse,  or  to  trustees  for  that  purpose,  was  a  conveyance 

(a)  8  Q.  B.  594. 
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to  a  charitable  use  within  those  statutes;  and  no  authority 
could  be  cited  upon  that  point,  because  no  authority  exists. 
The  statutes  59  Geo.  3,  a  12,  s.  8,  and  the  9  Gea  1,  c.  7, 
enabled  parishes  to  build  workhouses,  to  take  lands  by  way 
of  lease  or  by  conveyance  in  fee.  They  had  the  right, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  pariiament,  of  selling 
those  lands  when  they  were  no  longer  useful  for  the  pur- 
pose (a).  We  are  of  opinion,  after  looking  through  the 
statutes,  that  this  does  not  come  in  any  way  within  the 
description  of  '^  charitable  uses,"  as  enumerated  in  the 
statute  43rd  of  Elizabeth.  The  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers purchased  for  a  limited  purpose  with  a  power  of  con- 
veying away;  the  land  was  not  to  remain  to  them  for  ever: 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  of  Elizabeth  to  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  use  would  be  a  charitable  use  within 
the  meaning  of  that  Act.  The  purchase  was  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  says  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  churchwardens  and  overseers  to  purchase 
and  to  sell  again.  For  these  reasons  we  think  it  does  not 
fidl  in  any  way  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes  of  mort- 
main.    Therefore  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 

(a)  See  59  Geo.  3,  c.  12,  s.  9. 
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Dick  v.  Alexandre  Tolhausbn  and  Anna  hb  Wife.      /««<?,  i858. 

Declaration.— Henry  Dick,  by  &a,  his  attorney,  Mttter  which 
sues  Alexandre  Tolhausen  and  Anna  (sued  as  Emily)  his  for  t  wnt  of 
wife,  who  have  been  summoned  &c. :  For  that  the  plaintiff,  pi^^jed  in  bar 

to  an  ictioa  on 
a  judgment 
Therefore,  where  to  an  action  against  husband  and  wife,  on  i  iudffment  igiinst  the  wife,  the 
defendants  pleaded  that  she  was  covert  when  the  action  in  which  the  judgment  was  recovered 
was  commenced  snd  thence  until  the  judgment,  and  that  her  husband  was  not  a  partj  to  the 
judgment  *3ir  a  defendant  in  the  action : — HM,  that  the  plea  was  bad. 
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heretofore,  to  wit  oq  &c.,  in  this  Court,  by  the  judgment 
of  this  Court,  recovered  against  the  said  Emily  9L  12«.  8<t, 
«•  which  judcnnent  remains  in  force.  &c. 

Plea. — That  at  the  time  the  action,  in  which  the  said 
jodgroent  was  so  recovered,  was  commenced,  and  thence 
until  the  said  judgment  was  so  recovered  as  therein  alleged, 
the  defendant  Anna  was  the  wife  of  the  defendant  Alex- 
andre Tolhausen;  and  that  the  last  mentioned  defendant 
was  not  any  party  to  the  said  judgment  or  a  defendant  in 
the  action  in  which  the  same  was  obtained. 
Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

TrevefyoHf  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  plea  is  bad, 
inasmuch  as  the  subject-matter  affords  ground  for  a  writ  of 
error,  and  therefore  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar.  In  2  Wms. 
Saund.  p.  101  b.,  note,  it  is  said  that  a  writ  of  error  may 
be  brought  in  the  same  Court  for  an  error  in  fiurt,  **  at 
where  the  defendant,  being  under  age,  appeared  by  attor- 
ney, or  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  was  a  married  woman  at 
the  time  of  commencing  the  suit"  Again,  at  p.  101  £,  note, 
it  is  said,  **  K  an  action  be  brought  against  A.  as  a  feme 
sole,  who  is  in  truth  a  feme  covert,  and  she  plead  to  issue 
as  a  feme  sole,  and  afterwards  judgment  be  given  against 
her,  and  she  be  taken  in  execution,  she  and  her  husband 
together  may  bring  a  writ  of  error."  The  law  is  stated  in 
similar  terms  by  Blackstone,  J.,  in  Hatchett  v.  Baddeley  (a). 
And  in  Maclean  v.  Dottglas  {b)  the  Court  refused  to  set 
aside  a  judgment  entered  up  on  a  warrant  of  attorney  given 
by  a  married  woman,  since  she  might  reverse  it  by  writ  of 
error.  A  form  of  assignment  of  error  in  such  case  is  given 
in  T]dd*s  Forms,  p.  544,  8th  ed.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
coverture  at  the  time  of  action  brought  is  ground  of  error. 
Then  in  Com.  Dig.  tit  "Pleader"  (2  W.  39),  it  is  laid 

(a)  2  W.  Black.  1079,  1082.  (b)  8  Bos.  &  P.  128. 
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dowD  that  a  defendant  cannot  "  plead  in  bar  error  in  the        1868. 
original  judgment."     Again,  tit.  "  Error"  (D),  it  is  said,       *^'^ 
"  So  error  in  the  principal  judsment  is  no  plea  in  scire  v, 

-      .  .  ,  TOLHAtJBKH. 

facias  against  the  heir  or  bail."  Also  in  Vin.  Abr.  tit 
"Debt"  (X),  pi.  3,  it  is  said, "  In  debt  upon  a  judgment  it  is  no 
plea  that  there  is  an  error  in  the  original  process  or  record  of 
the  first  judgment,  for  he  is  put  to  his  writ  of  error  for  that." 
In  Horsy  v.  Daniel  {a)  there  was  "judgment  against  baron 
and  feme,  executors,  quod  recuperent  debittim  de  bonis  (omit- 
ting testatoris)  and  damages  de  bonis  propriis  of  the  husband. 
And  in  debt  upon  this  judgment,  declaring  of  a  devastavit, 
it  was  resolved  that,  though  the  first  judgment  be  ill,  yet  it 
is  well  enough  to  maintain  this  action  until  it  be  reversed, 
for  no  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  error  while  it  remains 
unreversed."  The  principle  which  governs  these  cases  is 
that,  so  long  as  the  judgment  remains  in  force,  no  new 
action  can  be  brought  for  the  same  cause  :  Higgens^s 
Case  (4> 

r 

The  Court  then  called  on 

C  Pollock  to  support  the  plea. — It  does  not  appear  by 
the  declaration  whether  the  wife  was  sued  in  respect  of  a 
contract  made  before  coverture  or  during  coverture.  In 
Bac  Abr.  tit  "Abatement"  (G),  it  is  said,  "If  a  writ  be 
brought  against  a  feme  covert  as  sole,  she  may  plead  her 
coverture;  but  if  she  neglect  to  do  it,  and  there  be  a 
recovery  against  her  as  a  feme  sole,  the  husband  may  avoid 
it  by  writ  of  error,  and  may  come  in  at  any  time  and  plead  itJ* 
The  right  of  a  husband  to  bring  a  writ  of  error  is  limited 
to  cases  where  the  plaintiff  has  elected  to  take  the  wife  in 
execution.     In  Haytoard  v.  Williams  (c)  "  a  feme  was  sued 

(a)  2  Lev.  161.  (&)  6  Rep.  44.  b. 

(tf)  Stjle,  2S0. 

VOL,  IV. — N.  8.  Z  Z  EXCH. 
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as  a  feme  sole,  but  by  the  surname  of  ber  husband^  she 
being  then  covert.  The  feme  appears  and  pleads,  and 
judgment  is  given  against  her,  and  the  baron  and  feme  join 
in  a  writ  of  error  to  reverse  this  judgment.  The  question 
was,  whether  the  baron,  who  was  a  stranger  to  (he  record, 
might  join  in  the  writ  to  reverse  the  judgm^iU  It  was 
moved  divers  times,  and  the  Court  advised;  and  at  last 
thej  said  that  a  stranger  to  the  record  may  not  bring  a 
writ  of  error  to  reverse  it,  but  that  is  only  where  he  may 
have  another  remedy  to  avoid  the  prejudice  be  aiay  receive 
by  it ;  but  in  this  case  the  baron  hath  no  other  remedy,  for 
his  wife  is  taken  in  execution,  and  by  this  means  he  shall 
lose  her  society."  When  that  case  was  ai^gued  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  (a),  iZo24  C.  J.,  said»  **  How  can  the  baron 
bring  a  writ  of  error  here,  who  is  no  party  to  the  record, 
neither  is  chargeable  by  the  judgment?*  [WaUtn^  B.-<- 
In  Chitty  on  Pleading,  voL  1,  p.  67,  7  th  ed.,  it  is  kud  down 
that  if  the  wife  be  sued  alone  upon  ber  contract  befiue 
marriage,  she  must  plead  her  coverture  in  abatement,  or 
bring  error  coram  nobis.  Here  there  b  nothing  to  shew 
that  she  did  not  plead  in  abatement,  and  that  the  plea  was 
found  against  her.] — He  also  referred  to  Lean  v.  Sckyiiz{h\ 


Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  (c)  of  opinion  that  the  plea 
is  bad.  Tlie  defendant  may  have  liberty  to  amend ;  other- 
wise, judgment  for  the  plaiotiiF. 

Rule  accordingly  (d). 


(«)  Style,  254. 

{¥)  2  W.  Black.  1196. 

(c)  PoUoek,Cj.B,,Bramw€U,B,, 
and  WaUoH,  B. 

(d)  This  case  was  decided  in 
Trinity  Term  1858  (June  7),  but 
its  publication  has  been  delayed 
in  consequence  of  the  rule  not 


haying  been  drawn  up;  the  Ckmrt 
having  intimated  to  the  defend- 
ants* counsel,  that  as  another 
point  in  the  same  case  stood 
in  the  paper  lor  ai^g^tunent^  he 
might,  on  its  being  heard,  inform 
the  Court  whether  or  no  he  elected 
to  amend. 
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Lindsay  and  Others  v,  Janson.  June  3, 7. 

J_JECLARATI0N  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  whereby  Declamtion 

1  I   .     ./«.  11  **°  *  policy  of 

the  plaintiffs  *^  caused  themselves  to  be  insured,  lost  or  not  insurance  on 

lost,  at  and  from  Swan  River  to  Mauritius,  and  for  thirty  ••Sha^ti," 

days  after  arrival,"  upon  any  kind  of  goods ;  and  also  upon  Rjyer  to 

the  body,  tackle,  apparel,  &c.,  of  and  in  the  good  ship  or  foi^hirtydlys 

vessel  called  the  "  Shanghai,"  4,500/.  on  ship  so  valued.—  *J^^^][^^ 

The  declaration,  after  setting  out  the  policy,  averred,  that  '?^  u    u-* 

the  ship  sailed  from  the  Swan  River  on  the  voyage,  that  wm  unnecei- 

sarily  deUj^ed 

the  risk  attached,  and  during  its  continuance  and  before  and  abandoned, 
thirty  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Mauritius,  it  was  from  her 
by  perils  insured  against  wholly  lost:    that  the  plaintiffs  wu*proYed 
were  interested  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  policy  to  the  bound  fw  the 
value  of  the  monies  insured  thereon,  and  that  all  condi-  i^*^*'"Jj|, 
tions  precedent,  &c.,  had   been  fulfilled. — Breach:  Non-  cargoes, pener- 

*  ally  speaking, 

payment.  go  into  the 

,  harbour  of 

Plea. — That  after  the  said  ship  had  sailed  on  her  said  Port  Louis. 
voyage,  and  before  the  happening  of  the  loss,  the  ship  was  or  seeking 
unnecessarily  delayed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  voyage ;  ^|!^omary  for 
and  was  improperly  navigated  and  taken  out  of,  and  did  it  Uie^BcU^ 
then  abandon,  depart,  and  deviate  from  the  course  of  the  ?"°7'  '''*.'^^i_ 

'       r      '  ig  a  buoy  m  the 

said  voyace. — Issue  thereon.  ™»'°  «»*"»  * 

■'   '^  ^  ^         few  miles  from 

*At  the  trial,  before  Byles^  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool  Spring  the  harbour 
Assizes,   it  appeared   that  in  the  year  1856  the  barque  ** Shanghai** 
^'Shanghai"  sailed  from  London  for  the  Swan  River.     In  in  ballast  from 
the  course  of  her  voyage  she  met  with  tempestuous  weather  ^he  Mauritiufl 

on  her  arriyal 


tnebored  at  the  Bell  Buoy  and  remained  there  fourteen  days,  awaiting  the  arriyal  of  money  to  pay 
a  bottomrr  bond,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  she  was  wredLcd. — Held,  that  it  was  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  jury  whether  the  ship  had  arriyed  at  the  Mauritius. 


Per  Curiam,  the  question  is,  whether  it  was  an  arrival  at  the  place  at  which  ships  of  her 
character  ordinarily  anchor. 

zz  2 
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and  was  obliged  to  pat  into  the  Mamitios  hr  repabs.  Tbe 
master  gave  a  bottomry  bood  for  2000/.,  pajaUe  within 
thirty  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  reasel  at  Port  Loais  in 
the  Maoritios.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  Swan  River, 
when  the  policy  in  question  was  eflFected.  Having  db- 
charged  her  cargo,  she  sailed  in  ballast  for  the  Maoritios, 
and  arrived  on  the  14th  January,  1857.  She  anchored  at 
the  Bell  Buoy,  where  the  master  awaited  the  arrival  of 
money  to  pay  the  bottomry  bond.  The  vessel  remained  at 
the  Bell  Buoy  until  the  28th  of  January,  when  the  osoal 
signal  was  made  from  the  shore  of  a  change  in  the  weather, 
and,  whilst  the  vessel  was  proceeding  out  to  sea,  she  parted 
her  cable,  struck  on  a  coral  reef  and  became  a  total 
wreck.  The  Bell  Buoy  is  a  buoy  with  a  bell  on  the  top  of 
it  in  the  open  ocean,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
shore.  It  lies  off  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  channel  leading  to 
tbe  harbour  of  Port  St.  Louis.  The  anchorage  there  is  good, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  prevailing  trade  winds  is  generally 
under  the  lee  of  the  land.  There  was  evidence  that  it  was 
usual  for  vessels  on  their  arrival  at  the  Mauritius  to  anchor 
at  the  Bell  Buoy,  whether  about  to  enter  Port  Louis  or 
not;  but  it  was  said  to  be  dangerous  to  remain  there  in 
the  hurricane  months,  which  are  from  December  to  ApriL 
There  was  some  evidence  that  the  harbour  was  not  safe  at 
such  times.  Vessels  in  ballast  always  anchored  at  the  Bell 
Buoy  in  order  to  save  the  port  dues.  It  is  the  common 
practice  for  ships  arriving  at  the  Mauritius  that  have  to 
wait  for  pratique,  for  American  whalers  coming  to  sell  their 
oil  and  get  supplies,  and  for  vessels  seeking  cargoes  or  calling 
for  orders,  to  remain  there.  Pilots  are  taken  on  board  there. 
Vessels  coming  to  the  Mauritius  to  land  a  small  portion 
of  their  cargoes  oflen  discharge  it  there  into  lighters.  It 
is  common  for  ships  to  take  on  board  or  land  passengers 
there  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.     In  answer  to  a  question 
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put  on  cross-examination,  one  of  the  plaintiflls'  witnesses, 
a  captain  who  knew  the  harbour  well,  stated  that  be  did 
not  consider  himself  at  sea  if  be  anchored  outside  the  Bell 
Buoy.  The  defendant's  witnesses  stated  that  they  did  not 
consider  it  as  part  of  the  harbour. 

It  was  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  first, 
that  the  vessel  had  not  arrived  at  the  Mauritius  within 
the  meaning  of  the  policy :  secondly,  that  she  had  stayed 
an  unreasonable  time  outside  the  harbour  so  as  to  amount 
to  a  deviation.  The  learned  Judge  said,  that  the  words 
in  the  policy  *Uo  the  Mauritius"  meant  the  same  thing 
as  the  words  in  the  bottomry  bond  *'to  Port  Louis  in 
the  Mauritius;''  because,  if  a  vessel  is  bound  to  any 
country,  it  means  bound  to  some  port  there ;  therefore 
the  question  was  whether  the  Bell  Buoy  was  part  of  the 
port  of  Port  Louis.  He  expressed  his  opinion  that,  taking 
the  evidence  to  be  true,  the  question  whether  this  vessel 
bad  arrived  was  one  of  law ;  but  he  left  it  to  the  jury 
to  say,  first,  whether  the  Bell  Buoy  was  part  of  the  Mauri- 
tius :  secondly,  supposing  it  was  not,  whether  there  was  an 
unusual  and  unreasonable  delay,  looking  at  the  object  which 
the  master  had  in  going  there.  His  lordship  at  the  same 
time  intimated  that  in  his  opinion  the  vessel  had  arrived  at 
the  Mauritius,  and  that  under  the  circumstances  there  was 
no  unreasonable  delay.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiffs  on  both  points,  and  leave  was  reserved  to  the 
defendant  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  him. 

AthertoUy  in  last  Easter  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accord- 
ingly, or  for  a  new  trial,  against  which 

Wilde  and  Blackburn  now  shewed  cause. — First,  the  vessel 
bad  arrived  at  the  Mauritius  within  the  meaning  of  the 
policy.  If  that  is  question  of  law,  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  Judge  was  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff;   if  it  is  a 
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1859.       question  of  fact,  it  was  properly  left  to  the  jmyt  M^d  tliey 
^ — "^^      found  that  the  Bell  Buov  was  part  of  the  Blamitiiia.    In 
9.  the  case  of  a  policy  on  a  vessel  finooi  a  ibreign   poft  to 

London,  if  a  question  arose  as  to  whether  the  TesBel  tna 
arrived  in  London,  that  would  depend  oq  whether  she  hid 
come  to  the  place  in  tiie  port  of  London,  where  it  wis 
usual  for  such  vessels  on  such  a  voyage  to  renuio.  It  » 
not  requisite  that  the  vessel  shoold  go  into  the  dodo. 
Here  the  only  object  of  returning  to  the  Mauritios  was  to 
pay  the  bottomry  bond ;  and  there  was  no  reaaon  why  the 
vessel  should  enter  Port  Loaisw  Secondly,  assnnung  that 
the  Bell  Buoy  is  not  part  of  the  Mauritios.  there  was  no 
unusual  or  unreasonable  dday  so  as  to  aroonnt  to  a  dem- 
tion.  It  is  not  the  question  whether  it  vras  pradent,  with 
reierence  to  the  safety  of  the  veasd,  to  anchor  at  the  Bdl 
Buoy  at  that  season  of  the  year;  far  the  mere  negligence 
of  the  master  will  rnit  diaAaige  the  onderwiiDen;  but 
whether,  lookii^  at  the  snnxNmdiog  drcnmataooes*  tboe 
was  an  anasoal  or  unreasonable  dday,  and  the  jnry  haie 
fMmd  that  there  wwsnoc 


Athatim^  Eimari  J^ama  and  mRdfc,  in  aippuil  of  the 
rule. — The  BeB  Boot  is  no  pan  of  the  haihoor  of  Port 
Louis.  The  port  is  the  ptaoe  in  which  diips  lie  far  taking 
in  car^x  and.  Ijnng  within  whidu  they  bccpme  Ixahle  to  port 
dues.  The  cspeam.ncA  being  soppBed  with  Booey  to  satisfy 
tbe  bcctosnr  hooid.  delayed  goox^  into  the  port  as  he  shooU 
have  d<«»e«  in  order  thai  rbe  lime  mig^  not  begin  to  ran  on 
the  S.-od.  The  Jnc^  siionld  have  dfacded  the  jury  that 
axicbcruK  <'«oxsade  the  hariican  vras  unreasonable,  instmd  of 
tcHn^  them,  as  ht  did,  thai  in  Ainminif^  the  qoettion 
Uier  migh:  ctomader  the  nasoreof  dieToycage  and  theotyect 
tht  masQt?  had  ix;  i>scai^  there.  The  rnk  as  to  the  con- 
$cmr:)oii  «)f  wniH<z:  d<«nimeus  is  dns  staled  in  AMsna  v. 


TRINITY  TERM.    22    VICT. 


703 


Harford  («) :  <<  The  construction  of  all  written  instruments 
belongs  to  the  Court  alone,  whose  dutj  it  is  to  construe  all 
such  instruments^  as  soon  as  the  true  meaning  of  the  words 
in  which  they  are  couched,  and  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances, if  any,  have  been  ascertained  as  facts  by  the  jury." 
The  moment  the  meaning  of  the  terms  of  art  is  settled, 
the  construction  of  the  document  is  a  matter  of  law  for 
the  Court.  The  Court  must  define  what  is  arrival  at 
the  Mauritius.  The  Bell  Buoy  is  in  no  sense  the  Mauri- 
tius. It  is  below  low  water  mark  on  the  main  ocean. 
Every  country  is  considered  to  terminate  below  low  water  in 
the  main  ocean,  except  in  the  case  of  bays,  when  a  line  must 
be  drawn  from  headland  to  headland  (6).  \Bramwell^  B. — 
Suppose  a  policy  on  a  vessel  bound  for  DeaL  Your  ai^gu-* 
fluent  would  shew  that  no  vessel  ever  did  arrive  at  Deal.] 
If  she  arrived  off  Deal  that  might  be  considered  as  an 
arrival  at  Deal,  or  she  might  be  beached.  The  ship  was 
entitled  to  complete  her  voyage.  Suppose  she  had  had  a 
caxgo,  and  had  been  insured  till  she  had  arrived  at  the  Mauri^ 
tins  and  anchored  safely  for  twenty ^four  hours,  ^'anchored 
aafely*  would  mean  anchored  at  the  ordinary  place  within 
the  harbour  where  vessels  dischai^.  The  assured  might 
have  selected  any  place  within  the  harbour  at  which  they 
might  have  anchored,  but  if  the  vessel  had  been  lost  twenty- 
four  hours  after  her  arrival  at  the  Bell  Buoy,  the  under- 
writers would  have  been  liable  (c).  Therefore  the  under- 
writers had  a  right  that  she  should  proceed  with  all  con- 


1859. 


(a)  a  M.  It  W.  806.  828. 

(6)  See  jR<^*fia  Y.  Ctotntfij^Aam, 
BeU  C.  C.  R.  72. 

(c)  On  this  point  they  referred 
to  Dickey  y.  !%€  United  Insurance 
Company^  11  Johnson's  (Ameri- 
can)  Reports,  358.  In  1  Phillips 
on  Insurance,  p.  536,  s.  969,  the 


role  is  thus  stated : — ^^  The  risk 
on  a  vessel  under  a  policy  to  a 
place  generally,  without  any  pro- 
vision as  to  her  safety  there,  ter- 
minates on  the  vessel  being  safely 
anchored  at  her  port  of  destina** 
tion  in  the  usual  place  and 
manner.** 
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Tenient  speed  to  her  place  of  destination,  and  that  the  risk 
should  not  be  increased  by  delaj  in  a  dangeroos  pomtioo, 
such  as  the  Bell  Buoy  was  admitted  to  be  during  the  hurri- 
cane months. — [WUde  referred  to  DalgleUh  v.  Brooke {a).'\ 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  discharged.  The  question  is  one  of  Act,  and  wss 
answered  by  the  jury  as  I  should  have  answered  it.  It 
involves  no  proposition  of  law.  Whether  a  vessel  has 
arrived  within  a  harbour  is  purely  a  question  of  £EM:t;  I 
do  not  think  it  can  be  compared  to  the  question  which 
frequently  arises  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  specification  of  a 
patent.  The  meaning  of  a  specification  is  just  as  much  a 
matter  of  law  as  the  construction  of  a  will  is.  But  the 
present  question  is  purely  one  of  fact,  as  every  other  ques- 
tion must  be  which  involves  an  inquiry  as  to  time  or  place. 
In  a  question  of  time,  the  Judge  may  explain  the  meaning 
of  terms,  as  mean  time,  or  solar  time,  or  central  time  (as  in 
the  case  of  railways  which  observe  London  time).  Upon  a 
point  of  that  kind  a  Judge  may  be  called  upon  to  direct  a 
jury.  But  this  is  a  question  of  fact;  and  applying  my  own 
mind  to  it,  I  think  that  the  vessel  had  arrived,  and  that 
there  is  no  ground  for  disturbing  the  decision  of  the  jury. 


Martin,  B. — I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  dischaiged. 
The  vessel  was  insured  from  Swan  River  to  the  Mauritius, 
and  for  thirty  days  after  arrival.  The  facts  are  these : — 
The  Mauritius  is  an  island  having  one  port,  viz.  St.  Louis. 
It  appears  that  ships  coming  loaded  with  cargoes,  generally 
speaking,  go  into  the  harbour ;  if  in  ballast,  seeking  cargo, 
it  is  customary  for  them  to  anchor  at  the  Bell  Buoy  a  few 
miles  from  the  harbour  itself.  In  the  present  case  there 
was  a  bona  fide  intention  to  go  and  remain  there  for  that 

(a)  \6  East,  295. 
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pnrpose  alone.     It  is  clear  that  this  was  an  arrival  at  the        1859. 
Mauritius ;  it  was  an  arrival  at  the  place  at  which  ships  of      l'^^'^^ 
her  character  ordinarily  anchor.     Underwriters  must  take       ,   ^' 

.  ...  JAH805. 

notice  of  the  usual  practices  prevailing  in  such  cases. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  There  are 
two  questions^one  of  law,  the  other  of  fact.  If  the  plain- 
tiff had  demurred  to  a  plea  setting  out  the  circumstances 
leading  to  the  inference  that  the  vessel  had  arrived,  no  judg- 
ment could  have  been  given  whether  there  was  an  arrival  at 
the  Mauritius  or  not,  because  we  could  not  know  the  fact. 
A  question  as  to  the  identification  of  a  place,  or  a  person 
named,  is  a  question  of  fact.  Thus,  it  was  a  question  of  fact 
here,  what  was  the  Mauritius.  It  is  said  that  there  cannot  be 
two  sorts  of  arrival  at  the  Mauritius ;  that  some  vessels  do  not 
arrive  until  they  get  into  port.  The  argument  is  ingenious  but 
fallacious.  A  similar  argument  would  apply  to  vessels  coming 
to  London.  Probably  an  oyster  smack  would  not  be  said 
to  arrive  till  she  comes  to  the  point  where  she  lands  her 
cargo.  It  may  be  an  arrival  when  she  gets  to  that  place 
where  vessels  of  her  class  usually  anchor.  I  agree  in  the 
correctness  of  the  proposition  of  law  stated  by  my  brother 
MarHuy  and  wholly  approve  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  jury  decided  the  question. 

Watson,  B. — This  is  a  mere  question  of  fact  The  ques- 
tion is,  what  is  the  Mauritius?  That  depends  on  the 
usage— not  upon  the  question  of  high  or  low  water  mark. 
The  harbour  is  the  port  of  destination  for  vessels  bound  to 
the  Mauritius ;  but  it  was  proved,  that  arrival  in  the  harbour 
is  not  the  only  sort  of  arrival  at  the  Mauritius. 

Rule  discharged. 
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May -26,  Jones  v.  Williams. 

Brewing  j[  ^  JONES  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  on  the  plaiDtiff 

uteniils,  hops, 

ftcbaYtnar       to  shew  cause  why  all  proceedings  in  this  action  should 

been  teizea 

under  a  warrant  not  be  Stayed* 

from Vcounty  It  appeared  from  the  affida^ts^  that  the  defendant,  Wil- 
S!?^^!>^s'of  R.,  liftons,  having  recorered  judgment  against  one  Bead  in  the 
b *o*ne^j!"*^  County  Court  of  Cheshire,  holden  at  Birkenhead,  a  waiTMit 
On  tbe  5tb  of    Qf  execution  was  issued  from  the  county  of  Lancashire, 

October  the  ^  •'  ^ 

bailiff  caused     holden  at  Liverpool,  under  which  some  brewing  otensib^ 

an  interpleader  *  ^  .  .  i_ 

iummons  to  hops,  &c.,  and  ale  were  seized  upon  the  premises  in  which 

calling  on  the  Read  was  carrying  on  business  as  a  brewer,  his  name  ap« 

appew  on  the  poariug  ovcr  the  door  as  licenced  owner.     Shortly  after  the 

cfi^  wou7d^^''  execution  had  been  levied,  the  plaintiff  Jones  claimed  die 

be  adjudk^ted  g^^  seized, — and  tbe  brewing  utensils,  hops,  &a,  as  hit 

County  Court  ^^^^  having  been  purchased  by  him ;  and,  as  to  the  ale, 

that  the  goods  that  it  had  been  manufisustured  by  him  and  his  partner 

were  the  pro- 

perty  of  J.  Read,  but  that   Read,  being  indebted  to  the  partnerabip, 

having  been  had  no  interest  in  the  ale.     On  tbe  5th  of  October  tbe 

TOTnmenced  bailiff  caused   to   be  issued  out  of  the  County  Court  of 

affatnstThe  Lancashire  an  interpleader  summons,  reciting  that  Jones 

"®J?J"*^°  ^  had  made  a  claim  to  the  goods,  and  calling  on  Williams 

damages,  for  ^o  appear  at  a  court  to  be  holden  on  the  18th  of  October, 

WTongfuUj  *  * 

depriving  him    when   the  Said   claim   would  be  adjudicated   upon.    Go 

of  the  poFses- 

tion  of  the  the  hearing  of  the  interpleader  summons,  the  judge  decided 
whereof  he  that  all  the  goods  claimed  by  Jones,  except  the  ale,  were 
from^carrying    ^^^  property,  and  should  be  delivered  up  to  him  ;  but  as  to 

on  his  trade 

as  a  brewer,  alle^^ing  special  damage.    The  Court  refused  to  iDterUere  to  stay  the  proeeedii^s 

at  the  instance  o?  the  defendant. 

Setnble,  that  the  power  to  sta^  proceedings,  under  the  9  &  10  Vict  c  95,  s.  1 18,  is  confined 
to  at^tions  brought  before  the  adjudication  by  the  County  Court  judge. 

SemUe,  that,  if  the  proceedings  on  the  interpleader  summons  constituted  a  defence  to  tk« 
action,  it  should  have  been  pleaded. 


Willi  AMI. 
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the  ale  the  claim  was  dismissed.     After  the  decison  of  the 
case  the  bailiff  withdrew,  an  arrangement  having  been  made 
with  him  that  3i,  the  supposed  profit  on  the  ale,  should  be     ^^^f; 
paid  by  Jones  into  his  hands.     A  few  days  afterwards 
Williams  was  served  with  the  writ  of  summons  in  this  action ; 
and  a  declaration  was  subsequently  delivered,  which  alleged 
*'that  the  defendant  wrongfully  deprived  the  plaintiff  of 
the  use  and  possession  of  hb  goods,  to  wit,  household  furni- 
ture, brewing  utensils,  &c.,  hops,  isinglass  and  malt     By 
means  of  which  premises,  and  for  the  want  of  the  said  goods, 
the  plaintiff  was  hindered  and  prevented  from  exercising 
and  carrying  on  the  trade  and  business  of  a  brewer  which 
he  before  then   had  used  and   carried  on   upon  certain 
premises  in  which  the  said  acts  were  committed ;  and  was 
prevented  from  brewing  and  making  divers  large  quantities 
of  ale,  porter  and  beer  which  he  might  and  otherwise  would 
have  made,  and  firom  selling  and  disposing  of  the  same  at 
laige  profits;  and  thereby  the  plaintiff  lost  divers  customers, 
to  wit  Felix  M'Cowill,  &c.,  who  had  been  used  to  deal  with 
him  in  his  said  trade,  and  who  would  otherwise  have  con- 
tinued to  do  so;   and  other  persons,  to  wit  John  Sharpe, 
&c.,  who  would  have  become  customers  and  dealt  with  the 
plaintiff,  refused  to  do  sa     And  thereby  the  plaintiff  was 
deprived  of  divers  gains,"  &c. 

The  defendant  Williams  swore,  that  he  never  personally 
interfered  in  the  levy  or  the  proceedings  thereunder,  but  that 
the  levy  and  the  whole  management  of  the  execution  were 
solely  left  to  the  bailiff  of  the  County  Court:  that  the 
goods  were  never  removed  from  the  premises  but  remained 
there  as  before :  that  he  never  interfered  in  stopping  the 
trade  or  business  of  the  brewery,  but  he  was  informed, 
and  believed,  that  it  went  on  as  usual;  and  that  at  the 
hearing  of  the  interpleader  no  claim  was  made  in  respect 
of  any  damages  for  the  seizure  of  the  goods,  and  after  the 
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1859.  decision  of  the  Court  be  never  in  anj  way  interfered  with 

V^'^^  the  bailiff  or  detained  the  ffood& 
Jokes  ® 


V. 

Williams. 


Milward  now  shewed  cause. — By  the  9  &  10  Vict  a  95, 
s.  118,  if  any  claim  be  made  to,  or  in  respect  of  any  goods 
taken  in  execution  under  the  process  of  a  County  Court, 
by  any  person  not  being  the  party  against  whom  such  pro- 
cess has  issued,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  clerk  of  the  Court, 
upon  application  of  the  oflScer  charged  with  the  execution 
of  such  process,  **  to  issue  a  summons  calling  before  the 
said  Court  as  well  the  party  issuing  such  process  as  the  party 
making  such  claim,  and  thereupon  any  action  which  shall 
have  been  brought  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  superior  Courts 
of  record,  or  in  any  local  or  inferior  Court,  in  respect  of  such 
claim,  shall  be  stayed  ;  and  the  Court  in  which  such  action 
shall  have  been  brought,  or  any  Judge  thereof^  on  proof  of 
the  issue  of  such  summons,  and  that  the  goods,  &c.,  were  so 
taken  in  execution,  may  order  the  party  bringing  such  action 
to  pay  the  costs  of  all  proceedings  had  upon  such  action 
after  the  issue  of  such  summons  out  of  the  County  Court; 
and  the  judge  of  the  County  Court  may  adjudicate  upon 
such  claim  and  make  such  order  between  the  parties  in 
respect  thereof,  and  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings  as  to 
him  shall  seem  fit."     First,  the  power  to  stay  does  not  apply 
to  actions  brought  after  the  adjudication  in  the   County 
Court.  Secondly,  if  the  power  to  stay  applies  to  such  actions, 
inasmuch  as  the  present  action  is  for  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff's 
business,  by  removing  his  goods  and  stopping  his  trade,  while 
the  claim  before  the  County  Court  was  only  in  respect  of  the 
property  in  the  goods,  this  cause  of  action  is  not  one  upon 
which   the   County   Court  judge  has  adjudicated.      The 
cases  of  Foster  v.  Pritcliard  (a)  and  Mercer  ▼.  Stanbury  {b) 
are  authorities  that  under  such  circumstances  proceedings 
(a)  2  H.  &  N.  151.  (b)  2  H.  &  N.  155. 
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will  not  be  stayed.  Winter  v.  Bartholomew  (a)  arose  under  1859. 
the  Interpleader  Act  (1  &  2  Wm.  4,  c.  58,  s.  fJ),  for  the  "^J^^ 
relief  of  sheriffs,  which  differs  from  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95,  ^  ^' 
&  118,  inasmuch  as  it  empowers  a  Judge  of  the  superior 
Courts  not  only  to  deal  with  the  question  of  property,  but 
to  make  such  rules  and  decisions  as  shall  appear  to  be  just, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  In  Jessap  v. 
Crawley  (^),  where  there  was  an  order  to  stay  proceedings 
under  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95,  it  was  not  suggested  that 
there  was  any  damage  beyond  that  of  entering  the  pre- 
mises to  seize  the  goods.  [Martiuy  B. — Is  there  any 
instance  where  a  plaintiff  has  been  held  entitled  to  recover 
damages  in  trover  beyond  the  value  of  the  goods?]  In 
JBodley  v.  Reynolds  (c),  it  was  held  that  damages  might  be 
given  for  seizing  carpenters*  tools,  if  specially  laid  in  the 
declaration.  The  special  damage  there  laid  was,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  hindered  from  working  at  his  trade.  The  same 
doctrine  was  recognized  and  acted  upon  by  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  and  afterwards  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber,  in  Wood  v.  BeU  (rf).  In  that  case  there  were  no 
pleadings,  but  if  there  had  been  the  declaration  would  have 
naturally  been  in  trover.  [^Martin^  B.,  referred  to  Reid  v. 
Fairbanks  {e\  Sedgwick  on  Damages,  p.  78,  c.  3,  and  Mayne 
on  Damages,  p.  209.]  In  Davis  v.  Oswell  (/),  Parke,  B.,  ruled 
that  special  damage  might  be  recovered  in  trover  if  laid  in 
the  declaration.  Here  the  cause  of  action  in  the  declara- 
tion is,  that  for  want  of  the  goods  seized  the  plaintiff  was 
hindered  and  prevented  from  carrying  on  his  trade  of  a 
brewer.  In  Cater  v.  ChigneU{g\  after  a  decision  of  the 
County  Court  judge  in  favour  of  the  claimant,  it  was  held, 

<a)  1 1  Exch.  704.  in  error,  6  E.  &  B.  Z66, 

(ft)  15  Q.  B.  212.  (e)   13  C.  B.  692. 

(c)  8  Q.  B.  779.  (/)  7  C.  &  P.  804. 

(cO  5  E.  &  B.  772.  See  S.  C.  Or)  15  Q.  B.  217. 
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1859.       that  the  claimant  was  entitled  to  proceed  in  an  actkm  fan 

^"^^'^^^      special  damage  by  breaking  and  entering  bb  preoiiaes.    In 

V.  Tinkler  v.  SSlder  (a\  the  Court  seemed  to  be  of  opinioo 

that  the  question  of  damages  might  come  mthin  the  joris- 

diction  of  the  County  Court  judge. 

T.  Janes,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  claim  in  the 
declaration  is  a  claim  in  respect  of  the  goods^  The  tioe 
construction  of  the  9  &  10  Vict  a  95,  t.  1 18,  is  that  gpfca 
to  it  by  Parke,  B.,  in  Tinkler  v.  HOder  (a).  IMariim,  &— 
The  power  to  stay  proceedings  under  that  section  seeins  to 
be  confined  to  cases  where  the  acUon  is  brought  before  the 
adjudication  by  the  County  Court  judge.]  Under  the 
Interpleader  Act,  it  b  dear  that  the  Coort  will  stay  m 
action  brought  by  a  claimant  who  has  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing his  claim :  Winter  v.  Bartholomew  {b).  The  Covti 
have  an  absolute  jurisdiction^  which  they  will  exercise.  The 
Act  is  purely  perroissiTe:  the  party  is  not  hoond  to  make 
a  daim,  but  if  he  does  so,  he  most  content  himaelf  with 
the  remedy  which  the  legislature  has  pcovided  for  Ubl 
The  expression,  ^  every  action  which  shall  have  been 
brought,"  refers  to  actions  brou^t  at  the  time  ci  the  9f^ 
cation  to  stay.  [Mortal,  B. — If  the  adjudication  by  the 
County  Court  judge  constitutes  a  defence  it  oo|^t  to  be 
pleaded]  That  construction  would  not  cany  into  effect  the 
object  of  the  legislature,  viz.  to  prevent  any  actum  being 
broughL  IfFatsom,  B. — ^The  words  **  therenpon  any  sneh 
action  which  shall  have  been  broi^t,*'  refer  to  suits  then 
existing.]  In  Abbott  v.  BiduardB{e\  which  was  a  esse 
under  the  Interjdeader  Act,  Bolfe,  B.,  doubted  whether  the 
l^islature  intended  that  there  should  be  any  interpleader 
at  all,  unless  the  interpleader  disposed  of  everything  and  he 

(a)  4  Exch.  1^7.  (h)  11  Ezdi.  704. 

(r)  15  IL  &  W.  194.  197. 


TRINITY  TERM,    22   VIOT.  711 

poiDted  out  that  there  was  do  analogy  for  allowing  a  party        1859, 
to  split  bis  claim  into  two  parts.     The  same  principle  of      ^T^*^*^ 
construction  applies  to  the  provision  now  under  considera-    ^    «>• 

^^  \  ^  Williams. 

tion.  It  may  well  be  that,  if  there  is  a  claim  to  damages 
otherwise  than  <<in  respect  of  the  goods,"  the  plaintiff  may 
be  at  liberty  to  go  on.  In  Cater  v.  Chignell{a)  the  Court 
held  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  proceed  for  special 
damage  by  taking  the  goods.  [Martitiy  B. — That  case  is 
against  you.  Mr.  WUlss  merely  said  that  he  would  be  con- 
tent that  the  averment  of  special  damage  in  the  second 
count  should  be  transferred  to  the  first] 

PoLLOOK,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  dischaiiged.  The  construction  is  far  too  doubtful 
to  warrant  us  in  staying  the  proceedings.  It  may  be  fiairly 
contended  that  the  remedy  in  the  superior  Court  is  intended 
to  extend  to  all  complaints  connected  with  the  seizure  of  the 
goods^  but  that  the  power  of  the  Coouty  Court  judge,  who 
cannot  inquire  where  title  to  land  is  in  question,  ia  less 
extensive. 

MabtiNj  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion*  We  ought  to 
put  such  a  construction  on  the  language  of  the  legislature  as 
pves  fiill  effect  to  the  expressions  used,  but  I  think  that  this 
is  a  doubtfiil  matter.  My  impres^on  is,  that  the  power  to 
stay  proceedings  extends  only  to  actions  brought  before  the 
interpleader  summons  in  the  (/ounty  Court,  and  that  the 
question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  adjudication  oa  any  action 
afterwards  brought  must  be  raised  by  plea  and  not  by  an 
application  to  stay  the  proceedings.  The  Court  does  not 
interfere  summarily  except  the  case  is  clear. 

Watson,  B.,  and  Cuannell,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged  without  costs. 

(a)  15  Q.  B.  212. 
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•^«»«  ^  Brooks  v.  Hodokjnson  and  Butt. 

A  defendant  X  RESPASS  for  assaulting  and  imprisoning  the  plaintiff, 
in  execution  Plea. — That  before  the  committing  of  the  trespasses  the 

of  ca.  sa.  issued  defendant,  W.  Hodgkinson,  by  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
fwtenilim'^  of  Qocen's  Bench,  recovered  against  the  now  pUdntiff 
^'o'!6w''o(  ^^^  ^>  whereof  the  now  plaintiff  was  convicted,  &c. ;  and 
^J"^""  "^^^  thereupon,  the  said  judgment  being  in  fall  force,  and  the 
cause,  may        gaid  amount  beinir  justly  due  and  remaining  unpaid,  aAer- 

maintaiD  an  ac-  o  .r        ./  o        r        ^ 

tion  of  treepass  wards  and  before  the  said  time  when,  &c,  the  said  W. 

af^ainst  the 

plaintiff  and  Hodgkinson,  for  having  satisfaction  of  the  said  judgment, 
altlioogh  the  bj  the  defendant  R.  Butt,  as  his  attorney,  caused  to  be 
been  set  aside,   issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  a  writ  of  capias 

ad  satisfaciendum,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Hertfordshire, 
&C. — The  plea  set  out  the  writ,  which  commanded  the 
sheriff  to  take  the  plaintiff  to  satisfy  the  sum  of  13/.  2s. 
and  interest,  &c.,  and  justified  the  imprisonment  of  the 
plaintiff  under  the  writ. 

Replication. — That  the  judgment  was  for  a  sum  less  than 
20il,  exclusive  of  costs,  and  was  recovered  after  the  passing 
of  an  act  of  parliament  passed,  &c.  (7  &  8  Vict  a  96  V  in 
an  action  brought  by  the  defendant,  Hodgkinson,  for  the 
recovery  of  a  debt  due  to  him  from  the  now  plaintiff.  That 
the  judgment  so  recovered  was,  duly  and  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
for  want  of  an  appearance  in  the  said  action  by  the  now 
plaintiff;  and  no  order  to  take  or  detain  the  now  plaintiff 
in  execution  upon  the  said  judgment  was  ever  at  any  time 
made  under  or  in  pursuance  of  the  proviso  in  that  behalf 
contained  in  the  said  statute. 

Rejoinder. — That  the  said  writ  of  ca.  sa.  at  the  said  time 
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when  &c.,  was  in  full  force  and  was  not  then  or  at  anj  other 
time  reversed,  annulled,  or  set  aside. 


BaooKf 


Demurrer  and  joinder  therein.  _     ^ 


HODOKIV8OV. 


Montague  Smith,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  re- 
joinder is  bad.  The  defendants,  having  caused  the  plaintiff 
to  be  arrested  under  a  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued  on  a  judgment 
for  less  than  20/.,  are  liable  in  this  action,  although  the  writ 
has  not  been  set  aside.  By  the  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  96,  s.  57,  '*  no 
person  shall  be  taken  or  charged  in  execution  upon  any 
judgment  obtained  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  superior  Courts, 
or  in  any  County  Court,  Court  of  Requests,  or  other  inferior 
court,  in  any  action  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt,  wherein 
the  sum  recovered  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  20/.,  exclu- 
sive of  the  costs  recovered  by  such  judgment."  The  59th 
section  enables  the  Judge  who  tried  the  cause  to  order  the 
defendant  to  be  taken  in  execution,  if  it  appears  that  he 
has  obtained  credit  from  the  plaintiff  under  felse  pretences 
&C.  The  effect  of  those  enactments  is  to  abolish  the  writ 
of  ca.  sa.  where  the  judgment  is  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  20/., 
and  the  case  is  the  same  as  if  the  plaintiff  had  been  impri- 
soned without  any  writ  having  issued.  The  rule  of  law  is  thus 
stated  by  De  Grey,  C.  J.,  in  Barker  v.  Braham  (a) : — "  A 
sheriff  or  his  officers,  or  any  acting  under  his  or  their 
authority,  may  justify  themselves  by  pleading  the  writ  only, 
because  that  is  sufficient  for  their  excuse,  although  there 
be  no  judgment  or  record  to  support  or  warrant  such  writ ; 
but  if  a  stranger  interposes,  and  sets  the  sheriff  to  do  an 
execution,  he  must  take  care  to  find  a  record  that  warrants 
the  writ,  and  must  plead  it;  so  must  the  party  himself  at 
whose  suit  such  an  execution  is  made."  In  Collett  v. 
Faster  (b)  it  was  held  that  the  defendant  was  liable  in 
tresj3ass  for  the  act  of  her  attorney  in  causing  the  plaintiff 
(a)  8  WUs.  86S.  376.  (b)  2  H.  &  N.  356. 

VOL.  IV. --N.  8.  AAA  EXCH. 
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1869.       to  be  arrested  under  a  ca.  sa.  issued  on  a  judgment  upon 

^^'"^^      a  warrant  of  attorney  under  which  20i  was  not  due,  the  ca. 

„     ^-  sa.  having  been  set  aside  by  a  Judire.     There  judiraient  was 

signed  for  60^1,  so  that  there  was  a  judgment  which  priiD& 

iacie  authorized  the  writ :  here  judgment  was  recoTered  for 

1 3/.  only. 

Finder^  contra. — The  writ  is  not  void,  but  only  irregular, 
and  whilst  it  continues  in  force  operates  as  a  protection  to 
all  persons  acting  under  it :  Blanclienay  y,  Burt  (a).     The 
defect  might  have  been  taken  advantage  of  by  writ  of  error: 
Prentice  v.  Harrison  (i),  Com.  Dig.  "Pleader"  (3  R  1);  or 
the  ca.  sa.  might  have  been  set  aside.     In  the  latter  event 
trespass  might  have  been  maintained  against  the  defendant 
In  Barker  v.  Braham  (c)  there  was  no  judgment  to  warrant 
the  writ ;  for  the  action  was  against  an  administratrix,  and  she 
was  taken  in  execution  without  any  suggestion  that  she  had 
been  guilty  of  a  devastavit   De  Grey^  C.  J.,  said  that  where 
a  judgment  is  set  aside  trespass  will  lie,  "  for  by  the  vacating 
of  the  judgment  it  is  as  if  it  had  never  been,  and  not  like  a 
judgment  reversed  by  error."    The  81st  section  of  the  Irish 
Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  3  &  4  Vict  c  107,  enacts,  *'that 
no  person  who  shall  have  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
that  Act,  &c.  shall  at  any  time  thereafter  be  imprisoned  by 
reason  of  the  judgment  so  as  aforesaid  entered  up  against 
him,"  &c.,  but  that,  upon  arrest,  a  Judge  may  release  him 
from  custody ;  and  the  82nd  section  provides,  '*  that  after 
any  person  shall  have  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that 
Act  by  any  such  adjudication,  no  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfii- 
ciendum,  fieri  facias,  or  other  writ  of  execution  against  the 
body,  goods,  or  chattels  of  such  prisoner,  shall  issue  on  any 
judgment,"  &c. ;  yet  it  has  been  held  that  trespass  will  not 

(a)  4  Q.  B.  707.  (6)  4  Q.  B.  S52. 

(c)  3  Wils.  368.  876. 
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lie  against  a  creditor  who  without  malice  sues  out  a  ca.  sa.        1859. 
upon  a  judgment  regularly  obtained  by  him  against  his      ^^^     ^ 
debtor  after  the  debtor's  discharge  under  that  Act :  Ewart  v- 

V.  Jones  (a).  In  Parsons  v.  Loyd  (b)  the  writ  was  a  mere 
nullity,  nevertheless  it  was  set  aside  before  the  action  of 
trespass  was  brought  against  the  party  who  sued  it  out. 
Whether  the  writ  be  set  aside  or  not,  the  sheriff,  and  all 
persons  acting  under  him,  may  justify  under  it,  however 
irregular,  provided  it  be  not  void  on  the  face  of  it,  or  did 
not  issue  from  a  Court  without  jurisdiction :  ChiL  Arch. 
Prac  p.  689,  9th  cd.  In  Cameron  v.  Lightfoot  (c),  where 
De  Grey^  C.  J.,  says  *Uhat  for  all  arrests  made  without 
lawful  authority  trespass  and  false  imprisonment  will  lie," 
he  gives  these  instances — ^*  as  if  there  be  no  writ,  or  a  void 
writ." — He  also  referred  to  Johnson  v.  Harris  {d). 

Montague  Smith  replied. 

PoLix)CK,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  maintain  this  action:  therefore  our  judgment 
upon  this  demurrer  must  be  for  the  plaintiff.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  get  over  the  words  of  the  67th  section  of  the  7  &  8 
Vict.  c.  96,  which  says  that  *^  no  person  shall  be  taken  or 
charged  in  execution  upon  any  judgment  &c.  whereon  the 
sum  recovered  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  202."  Here  the 
sum  recovered  did  not  exceed  20Z.,  and  therefore  the  de- 
fendants had  no  right  to  take  the  plaintiff  in  execution.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  say  more  than  that,  the  Act  being  express 
and  unambiguous,  we  must  decide  according  to  its  terms. 

Martin,  6. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  cases 
which  have   been  cited  are   inapplicable.     The  question 

(a)  14  M.  &  W.  774.  (c)  2  W.  Black.  1189. 

(6)  3  Wils.  341.  Id)  15  C.  B.  357. 

A  A  A   2 
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depends  on  the  enactment  of  the  kgidatorey  and  all  we 
have  to  do  18  to  cany  it  into  effect  The  legialalure  has 
said  that  no  person  shall  be  taken  in  execution  upon  a 
jadgment  whereon  the  som  recovered  shall  not  exceed  20L 
The  plain  meaning  of  that  is,  that  he  shall  not  be  imprisoned 
under  a  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued  on  such  a  judgment.  Then, 
if  he  is  imprisoned  contrary  to  law,  he  is  entitled  to  uuin- 
tain  an  action  of  trespass  against  the  person  who  has  caused 
him  to  be  imfmsoned. 


BrAjiwblLi  B. — I  am^of  the  same  opinion. 


Watson,  B.— It  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  thou^  the 
sheriff  might  justify  under  the  writ,  the  defendants,  who 
have  caused  the  plaintiff  to  be  taken  in  execution,  are  liable 
in  this  action.  In  my  opinion,  the  writ  is  not  merely  irre- 
gular, but  absolutely  void,  because  it  has  issued  contraiy 

to  law. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


June  2. 


Hickman  o.  Maceun. 

U  SE  and  occupation. — Plea :    Never  indebted. — The 

particulars  claimed  five  quarters  rent  up  to  Christmas  1858. 

At  the  trial,  before  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  at  the  Spring 

Assizes  at  Warwick,  it  appeared  that   one  Beager  being 

in  possession  of  the  premises,  on  the  10th  of  February 

■greed  to  take, 

A  lease  of  oertaiii  premises;  the  defendant,  until  the  letM  should  be  granted,  to  hare  the  um 
and  occupation  thereof  as  tenant  from  year  to  year.  There  was  a  provision  for  payment  of 
costs  of  B.  and  the  mortgagees.  The  mortgagees  assented  to  the  agreement  though  they 
were  not  parties  to  it  The  defendant  entered  and  paid  rent  to  B.  up  to  Michaelmas  1857. 
On  the  12th  of  December,  1857,  B.  assigned  to  the  plaintiff.     In  April,  1858,  the  mortgaeeet 

Kve  notice  to  the  defendant  to  pay  the  rent  due  to  tbem,  but  no  rent  was  in  fact_paid  to  them 
,  the  defendant  The  plaintiff  sued  for  the  rent  due  from  Christmai  1867. — AeM,  that  the 
notice  by  the  mortgagees  to  the  defendant  to  pay  rent  to  them  was  no  answer  to  the  action  for 
the  rent  due  either  before  or  since  the  notice. 


In  1856,  B., 
a  mortgagor 
in  possession, 
^reed 
that  be  and 
all  necessarr 
parties  would 
execute,  and 
the  defendant 
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1854  mortgaged  his  interest  therein  but  remained  in  posses-        1859. 

sion.     On  the  8th  of  March,  1856,  he   entered  into  an      ^^'^ 

agreement  in  writine  with  the  defendant,  Machin,  whereby  ^' 

°  •'        Machiv. 

It  was  agreed  that  Beager  and  all  necessary  parties  should 
execute,  and  Machin  agreed  to  take,  a  lease  of  the  premises 
for  twenty-five  years  from  the  28th  of  March  then  next 
ensuing:  and  it  was  further  agreed  that  till  the  said  lease 
should  be  granted  Machin  should  have  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  premises  as  tenant  from  year  to  year  on 
the  terms  thereof.  There  was  a  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  costs  of  Beager  and  his  mortgagees*  The  mort- 
gagees were  not  parties  to  the  agreement,  though  they  were 
cognizant  of  and  assented  to  it  Machin  entered  and  paid 
to  Beager  six  quarters  rent.  On  the  18th  of  June,  1857, 
the  mortgagees'  attorney  sent  to  the  defendant  a  draft  lease 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  making  Beager  and 
the  mortgagees  parties,  and  reserving  the  rent  to  the 
latter.  The  draft  was  afterwards  returned  but  no  lease  was 
executed.  By  indenture,  dated  the  12th  of  December, 
1857,  Beager  assigned  all  his  estate  and  interest  to  the 
plaintiff  by  a  deed  reciting  the  mortgage.  On  the  10th  of 
A{ml,  1858,  the  mortgagees  gave  notice  to  the  defendant 
to  pay  them  the  rent  due.  He  had  paid  no  rent  since 
Michaelmas  1857. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  reserving  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move 
to  enter  a  verdict  for  him. 

Brewer  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter  the  verdict 
accordingly,  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  no  use  and 
occupation  by  permission  of  the  plaintiff;  that  the  use  and 
occupation  was  under  a  contract  with  Beager  and  his  mort- 
gagees and  not  with  the  plaintiff,  and  that  no  contract  was 
proved  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  to  enable 
the  plaintiff  to  sue. 
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1859.  Hajfe$^  Seijt,  and  Fidd  now  shewed  caose. — ^The  notice 

^r^    '      by  the  mortgagees  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the  mortgagor 
V.  against  his  tenant     The  mortgage  haymg  been  prior  to 

the  demise  to  the  defendant,  the  defence  amounts  to  a  plea 
of  **  nil  habuit  in  tenementis."    It  is  said  that  .the  mort- 
gagecs  should  have  been  plaintifis,  bat  the  agreement  was 
between  Beager  and  the  defendant    The  stipulation  that 
all  necessary  parties  should  join  in  granting  the  lease  does 
not  affect  the  agreement  which  is  with  Beager  alone.    If 
the  present  action  cannot  be  maintained   the   defendant 
will  escape   the   payment  of  rent  altogether,  because  he 
is  not  liable  for  mesne  profits ;  he  might  say,  in  answer 
to  an  action  of  trespass  brought  by  the  mortgagees  to  recover 
them,  **  I  occupied  by  your  licence/    As  long  as  a  tenant 
remains  in  possession  he  must  pay  rent  to  the  party  of  whom 
he  took  the  premises.     The  notice  by  the  mortgagees  had 
not  the  effect  of  altering  the  existing  tenancy:   WiUon  v. 
Dunn  {ay   [Martin^  B. — That  case  applies  only  to  rent  due 
before  the  notice  by  the  mortgagee.    It  merely  decides  that 
after  the  debt  had  become  due  the  mortgagee's  notice  could 
not  afiect  a  vested  right  of  action.     Watson^  B. — Mere 
notice  cannot  alter  the  contract  so  as  to  make  the  defend- 
ant tenant  to  the  mortgagees.     In  the  note  by  WiUes^  J., 
to  Moss  V.  Galtimore(b)j  it  is  said: — '^The  cases  on  this 
subject  might  be  reconciled  to  ordinary  principles,  without 
straining  after  any  peculiar  rule  applicable  to  the  case  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  by  observing  that  a  tenant  of  the 
mortgagor,  whose  tenancy  has  commenced  since  the  mort- 
gage, may  in  case  of  an  eviction  by  the  mortgagee  either 
actual  or  constructive,  (for  instance,  an  attornment  to  him 
under  threat  of  eviction  (c)),  dispute  the  mortgagor's  title  to 

(a)  17  Q.  B.  294.  314;   Doe  d.  Mayor  of  PooU  v. 

(h)  1   Smith's  Leading  Cases,  Whitt,   15   M.  &   W.  571.     See 

p.  479,  4th  ed.  Delaney  v.  Fox,  2  C.  B.,  N.  S., 

(c)  Referring  to  Doe  d.  Hig-  76S. 
ginbotham  v.  Barton,  11  A.  ^  £. 
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either  the  land  or  the  rent  (which  is  no  more  than  any        1859. 
tenant  may  do  upon  an  eviction  by  title  paramount) ;  and      ^^""^^ 
further^  that  he  may,  although  there  has  been  no  eviction,  ^- 

defend  an  action  for  rent  by  proof  of  a  payment  under  con- 
straint, in  discharge  of  the  mortgagor's  claim  (a)  (which  right 
is  analogous  to  that  of  an  ordinary  tenant  in  respect  of  pay- 
ments on  account  of  rent-charges  and  other  claims  issuing 
out  of  the  land  of  which  examples  are  cited  in  the  note  to 
Lampleigh  v.  Bratkwatt(b))i  so  that  a  tenant  who  has 
come  in  under  the  mortgagor  after  the  mortgagee,  and  has 
neither  paid  rent  to  the  mortgagee  nor  been  evicted  by 
him,  either  actually  or  constructively  before  the  day  of  pay- 
ment, cannot  defend  an  action  by  the  mortgagor  for  that 
rent.T 

Brewer^  in  support  of  the  rule. — In  this  case  Beager, 
the  mortgagor,  entered  into  the  agreement  with  the  de- 
fendant as  agent  of  the  mortgagees,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
mortgagees  as  well  as  of  himself.  On  paying  rent  the 
defendant  paid  it  not  to  Beager  alone  but  to  the  mortgagees. 
On  the  face  of  the  agreement  it  is  shewn  that  Beager  waa 
only  mortgagor.  Churchward  v.  Ford  (c)  is  an  authority, 
that  in  order  to  maintain  the  present  action,  it  is  necessary 
to  shew  a  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant. 
Here  there  was  no  such  contract  and  no  occupation  by  the 
plaintiff's  permission.  But  there  was  evidence  that  the 
defendant  occupied  by  permission  of  the  mortgagees. — On 
this  point  he  referred  to  the  judgment  o{ Parke,  B.,  in  Turner 
V.  CameroiCs  CoaJbrook  Steam  Coal  Company  {d). 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 

(a)  Citing  Johnson  v.  Jones,      p.  131,  4th  ed. 

9  A.  &  £.  809.  (c)  2  H.  &  N.  446. 

(b)  1  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  [d)  5  Exch.  932.    See  p.  937. 


719 


720 


18^.  iniist  be  diachaiged.  The  ficlB  lie  in  a 
^^^^^  Beager,  the  mortgagor  in  ponenon,  entered  inlo 
^^^^^^  menty  bj  mhkh  it  was  pionded»  thai  the  fkfcndif  ahoold 
have  a  lease,  and  in  the  nwantiBie  hold  aa  tenant  firaai 
jear  to  jear.  Undn  thia  agreement  the 
entered  and  paid  rent  to  Beager.  Beager 
interest  to  the  plaintiff  and  therenpon  the  p**^*^^ 
the  leasor  and  the  drfrwlant  the  kane  of  the 
ttom  jear  to  jear.  The  mortgi^geea  afipear  to 
notice  to  the  drfrwlant  to  pay  rent  to  theai,  fasti 
waspaid.  XotJcebrainiBlgiii^n  joatennD^i  alfii% 
topaT  rent  tothemannRc^haanot  the  cCsctof  an 
aaeuL  it  naa  oeen  Qecnen 
tcnocbiBg:  it  is  no  answer  to 
Hera««n  ihe  iiodkad  and  tbe  tcoMtL  Conpfed  wish 
nmt  it  is  En  sabscaace  eccvafient  tt» 


J 


s  2S  ace  »«oc  tosesBC; 


nnc  Tvoxc  ;!iK  iiLgtLSjat  ^*  3ie  joKnec  Jaoee 


It  ^iK  anae  «ciiiim^ 

>K3i  r?«x^£  as  ±''  IWiacet  wen  :3ie  ^lauxcC.     I 

>!«  Tur^'Liu^aasirikK-siixiaie  iiTTsxiL  S^ol  JBRonmic  :3nc  die 
TUkiTuif  suoii^  St  ^  snmr  luiBciaL  »  Sssvs^  w3bc  i 
:rrttf  mnsniiK  ic  ax  ^aun.aLi*     I\i£  ScMfsr  as  hl  i^ 
VtoiaK^rcasacteiciic  :aif  laoeioaDsiss?     I  amk  lis 


ant  «  ^  ^joosK!:  al  HBJadT  ic  Jleacisr  TiTniM»K 
X!nactt  A  x^^  ^x  ji  aonetL  ie:nuuL  ^ir 


TRINITY  TERM^    22    VICT.  721 

not  between  the  mortgagees  and  Machin.    I  agree  with  my        IS59. 
brother  Hayes  that,  as  long  as  a  tenant  remains  in  possession,      ^^^^"^"^ 
he  must  pay  rent  to  the  person  of  whom  he  took.  If  the  rule  ©. 

were  otherwise  it  might  materially  affect  the  title  to  rents. 
I  collect  from  the  language  oi  Parhe^  B.,  in  Gouldswarth  v. 
Knights  {a\  referring  to  Doe  d.  Higginbotham  v.  Barton  (i), 
that  he  thought  that  notice  was  equivalent  to  eviction. 
That  was  merely  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  not  a 
judgment 

Bbamwbll,  B. — The  case  has  been  aigued  as  if  Beager 
were  the  plaintiff,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  recover.  I  have  always  understood  that  in 
a  case  like  the  present,  a  defendant  could  only  get  rid  of  the 
tenancy  by  shewing  a  notice  by  the  mortgagee  and  payment 
of  rent  to  him,  which  operates  either  as  determining  his 
landlord's  interest  and  so  is  equivalent  to  eviction ;  or,  if 
notice  is  given  and  acted  upon,  it  may  be  considered  an 
answer  to  the  claim  for  rent,  in  the  same  way  as  the  pay- 
ment of  any  other  charge  would  be.  But  the  defendant  has 
not  paid,  and  if  the  answer  he  now  makes  were  a  good  one 
a  tenant  might  always  say  *^  some  one  else  has  claimed." 
Suppose  Beager  had  brought  an  action  and  declared  in 
debt  on  the  demise,  the  defendant  could  not  deny  the  de- 
mise or  his  own  entry  under  it.  I  think  Beager*s  interest 
was  capable  of  assignment  in  accordance  with  the  opinion 
of  Parksy  B.,  in  Gouldsworth  v.  Knights  (a).  Suppose  the 
declaration  alleged  that  Beager,  being  seised  in  fee,  assigned 
to  the  plaintiff:  if  the  defendant  pleaded  that  he  was  not 
seised,  that  would  amount  to  **nil  habuit  in  tenementis:" 

(a)  11  M.  &  W.  337.  See  1  case  it  appears  that  the  defend- 
Smith*s  Leading  Cases,  p.  66,  ants  offered  to  prove  that  rent 
4th  ed.  had  been  actually  paid  by  them 

(b)  3  P.  &  D.  194.    In  this  to  the  mortgagee. 
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1859.        ^^^  ^*  Baxter  (a).  If  that  point  had  been  pressed  I  should 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  it.     Another  point. 


HlCKMAR 


9.  yiz.  that  the  assignee  of  the  reyersion  of  a  parol  lease  cannot 

Machih. 

sue  for  the  rent,  is  disposed  of  by  the  case  of  Standeit  y. 

Chrismas  (&)• 


Watson,  6.  —I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  dischaiged. 

I  giye  no  opinion  as  to  how  far  a  lease  by  estoppel  is  good 

so  as  to  enable  the  assignee  of  the  lessor  to  sue.    That  point 

is  not  raised.     I  decide  the  case  on  the  ground  that  the 

letting,  if  a  letting  by  deed,  would  be  good  by  estoppel 

The  mortgagees  haye  given  notice  to  the  tenant.     Is  that 

enough  to  determine  the  contract  between  the  landlord  and 

the  tenant?   Many  loose  expressions  are  to  be  found  in  the 

books  as  to  the  position  of  a  mortgagor.    Sometimes  he  it 

said  to  be  the  agent  of  the  mortgagee ;  sometimes  to  be 

tenant  to  him.     The  case  is  put  upon  the  true  ground  in 

the  last  edition  of  Smith's  Leading  Cases  (c).  The  mortgagor 

is  not  a  tenant  at  all ;  he  has  no  interest.     Applying  that 

principle  to  the  present  case  there  is  a  lease  good  by  way 

of  estoppel,  and  the  defence  amounts  to  **  nil  haboit  in 

tenementis." 

Rule  discharged  (if). 

(a)  1  H.  &  N.  568.  (d)  See  Cutkbertmm  y.  Irriag, 

(b)  10  Q.  B.  135.  past,  p.  742. 

(c)  Vol.  1,  p.  479,  4th  ed. 
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Howe  v.  Scarrott. 

Sharp  v.  Scarrott.  Afny  28. 

X  UESE  were  actions  of  t^plevin  tried  before  Crowderp  J.,  By  marriage 

at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  at  Winchester.  real  estates 

In  Howe  v.  Scarrott  the  plaint  stated  that  the  defendant,  ^  miM^T^ 

in  a  certain  dwelling  house,  37,  Havant  Street,  took  the  |^*^^/^™'* 

goods  of  the  plaintiff  and  unjustly  detained  them,  &c.  receive  t^e 

Avowries. — First:  The  defendant  well  avows  the  taking  sole  use  inde- 

,  ...  ,       pendently  of 

of  the  said  goods  in  the  said  dwelling  house,  because  the  ber  bosb&nd. 

plaintiff,  duridg  all  the  time  when   the  rent  hereinafter  marriage  the 

mentioned  to  have  been  distrained  for  was  accruing  and  the  premises 

becoming  due,  and  when  it  became  due,  and  from  thence  [L^ia^j^J^f 

until  and  at  the  said  time  when  &c.,  held  and  enjoyed  the  "®"  "  ^^, 

'  ''  •'  perty  m  which 

dwelling  house  in  which  &c.,  as  tenant  thereof  to  the  de-  P"  ^^^^  ^^ 

^  ^  ^  mterestcd. 

fendant  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  certain  demise  thereof  to  The  wife 

,  received  the 

the  plaintiff  theretofore  made  by  the  defendant  and  Eliza  rents  during 
his  wife,  since  deceased,  at  and  under  a  certain  rent,  to  wit  /re^i^thatitwas 
the  yearly  sum  of  14i,  payable  quarterly,  on  the  25th  of  fa?t*in  what 
March,  the  24th  of  June,  the  29th  of  September,  and  the  hMbanTlet^'' 
25th  of  December  in  each  year,  by  equal  and  even  portions  J^h^J^e™^*' 
in  every  year  durins  the  said  tenancy,  and  because  a  larire  *8®"*  ^^^  *^® 

•f  J  o  •' '  o      trustees  or  as 

sum  of  money,  to  wit  7/.,  of  the  rent  aforesaid,  for  two  dealing  vrith 

his  wife*s  pro- 

quarters  of  a  year  ending  on  the  29th  of  September,  1858,  perty;  and 

and  from  thence  until  and  at  the  said  time  when  &&,  was  due  death  of  the 

and  in  arrear  from  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  the  same  ^ere  not 

having  accrued  due  after  the  death  of  the  said  Eliza,  the  den^ng  that" 

defendant  well  avows  the  takinfi;  &c.,  as  a  distress  for  the  J**®  °"™"d 

^  '  had  any  m- 

said  sum  of  7i  &C.  terest,  unlws 

It  was  found 

Second. — That  the  plaintiff,  when  the  rent  distrained  for  that  he  let  in 

his  own  name. 

was  accruing  and  became  due,  and  from  thence  &c,  held 
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HOWB 

o. 

SO^&BOTT. 

Sharp 

V. 
SOASKOR. 


and  enjoyed  the  dwelling  house  as  tenant  thereof  to  the 
defendant  by  virtue  of  a  demise  to  the  plaintiff  made  by 
the  defendant  at  a  certain  rent,  payable  &c.,  and  becnoe 
7/.  was  due  and  in  arrear  the  defendant  avows  the  taUng 
of  the  goods,  as  a  distress  &c. 

Pleas  in  bar  to  the  first  avowry, — Plrst :  That  the  de- 
fendant did  not  hold  the  said  dwelling  house,  in  which  ftc, 
as  tenant  thereof  to  the  defendant  under  the  sud  suppoied 
demise.  Secondly :  That  no  part  of  the  said  supposed  rent 
was  in  arrear. — Similar  pleas  were  pleaded  to  the  aeoond 
avowry. 

Whereupon  issues  were  joined. 

In  Sharp  v.  Scarrott  the  taking  of  the  goods  wluch  vsb 
Complained  of  was  in  a  dwelling  house,  14,  King  Street, 
Kingston,  in  the  parish  of  Portsea. 

The  pleadings  were  similar  to  those  in  Howe  ▼•  ScamtL 

At  the  trial  of  Sharp  v.  Scarrott  the  defendant  proved 
that,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1858,  the  plaintiff  and  his 
wife  called  on  the  defendant  and  agreed  to  take  the  boose 
in  King  Street,  Portsea.  The  rent  asked  was  102.  a  yetr. 
The  defendant  admitted  that,  the  plaintiff  wishing  to  take 
the  house  at  9/.,  he  said  he  and  his  wife  would  consider 
of  it 

The  plaintiff  proved  that,  prior  to  1844,  the  house  was 
the  property  of  Eliza  Bolt,  and  that,  by  a  settlement  made 
on  the  marriage  of  the  defendant  with  the  said  Eliza  Bolt, 
dated  the  8th  of  July,  1844,  it  was,  with  other  property, 
conveyed  to  William  Scott  and  John  Pamell,  their  hein 
and  assigns,  in  trust,  after  the  solemnization  of  the  marriage^ 
that  W.  Scott  and  J.  Pamell,  or  the  survivor,  would  assure 
the  messuage  thereby  granted  unto  and  to  the  use  of  such 
persons  as  £.  Bolt,  notwithstanding  her  coverture,  at  any 
time  during  the  life  of  the  defendant  and  E.  Bolt  his  iD- 
tendcd  wife,  should  appoint ;  and  until  such  appointment 
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upon  trust  that  W.  Scott  and  J.  Parnell  should  receive  the 
rents  when  the  same  should  become  payable,  and  pay  them 
during  the  joint  lives  of  the  defendant  and  £.  Bolt  to  such 
persons  as  £.  Bolt  should,  notwithstanding  her  coverture, 
appoint;  and  in  default  of  such  appointment  should  pay 
Buoh  rents  into  the  proper  hands  of  £.  Bolt,  or  otherwise 
permit  her  to  enjoy  the  same,  for  her  own  sole  and  separate 
use  and  benefit,  exclusive  of  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff 
swore  that,  when  he  took  the  house,  the  defendant  told  him 
that  his  wife  had  bought  it  before  her  marriage,  and  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  let  the  house  for  9/.  if  the  plaintiff 
could  agree  with  Mrs.  Scarrott  There  were  no  children 
of  the  marriage,  and  the  plaintiff's  wife,  who  was  illegiti^ 
mate,  died  in  May,  1868,  intestate. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  learned  Judge  said  that  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  defendant  had  let  the  house  merely  as 
agent,  and  that  there  was  no  estoppel*  Whereupon  a  ver- 
dict was  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  leave  being  reserved  to 
the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him. 

In  Howe  v.  Scarrott  the  defendant  proved  that,  after  the 
execution  of  the  marriage  settlement  above  mentioned,  the 
defendant  and  his  wife  let  the  house,  37,  Havant  Street, 
(which  had  been  his  wife's  property  before  her  marriage, 
and  which,  subject  to  a  mortgage  thereon,  was  comprised 
in  the  settlement),  to  the  plaintiff  at  liL  a  year.  No  one 
but  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  and  his  wife  were  present, 
and  the  trustees  of  the  settlement  were  not  mentioned. 
The  defendant  said  that  he  assented  to  his  wife's  receiving 
the  rent,  which  she  generally  did,  and  that  after  his  wife's 
death  he  demanded  the  rent  due,  but  the  plaintiff  refused 
to  pay  it  to  him.  On  cross-examination,  he  stated  that  it 
vna  he  who  let  the  house. 

The  plaintiff's  witnesses  stated  that  it  was  Mrs.  Scarrott 


1859. 


Howe 

soarrott* 
Sharp 

V, 
SOABROm 


Suu- 
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who  let  the  house  and  receiTed  the  rent,  and  tl 
derendsDt  did  not  interfere.  The  lean>ed  Jndg 
offieriag  to  leave  an;  question  to  (be  jury,  directed  a 
to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  reserring  leaTe  to  the 
ant  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  ior  him. 

KmlaJie,  in  Easter  Tenn,  obtained  a  rule  nin  I 
the  verdict  for  the  defendant,  on  the  groood  tl 
avowries,  or  one  of  them,  were  proved,  and  that  th 
no  evidence  of  an;  letting  by  Hr&  Scarrot^  or  by  1 
the  defendant,  as  agent  or  ^ents  for  the  tnisteea;  1 
plaintiff  was  estopped  from  denying  that  tbere  was  ■ 
to  her  by  the  defendant :  or  for  a  new  trial,  oo  the 
of  misdirTCtion,  the  Judge  having  held  that,  in  letti 
parties  letting  acted  as  agents  lor  the  triMteea^  ai 
there  was  no  esto[^l ;  against  which 


Haya  Strju  and  J.  D.  Coltri^  now  Viewed  c 
The  qoestioo  is,  wbether  the  defeodant  can  dai 
which  accrued  after  bb  wife's  death.  Hit  admitted  i 
vM  the  plaintiff  that  his  wife  was  to  receive  tbe  rent 
defendant  had  no  title  to  the  lenL  The  traateea 
trust  to  pay  the  rents  into  the  bands  of  tbe  wife,  or 
ait  her  to  receive  them  to  her  separate  nae  dni 
life.  In  letting  tbe  premises  to  the  plaioti^  tbe 
were  acting  in  pamaoce  of  that  permiasioa.  The 
sioQ  by  the  husband  aiid  wife  was  in  coofarmitj  w 
setilemeoL  Tbe  question  was  simply  one  of  i 
A  pan;  wbo  takes  from  a  cestui  que  trust  is  aC 
to  shew  that  the  cestui  que  trust  let  aa  agent 
trustee.  In  Caflaaaev  v.  San^t  (a),  in  case  far  inj 
his  reversioo,  the  plaintiff  dedaied  that  the  premM 
in  the  occupation  of  S.  P.  m  tenant  to  him ;  it  wi 
that  die  auegatioo  was  sufficiently  proved  by  slwic 


TRINITY  TERM^    22    VICT. 

S.  P.  had  been  let  into  possession  by,  and  paid  rent  to,  a 
cestui  que  trust,  to  whom  the  plaintiff  was  trustee.  Sup- 
pose the  trustee  of  a  marriage  settlement  allows  his  cestui 
que  trust  to  let  premises  comprised  in  the  settlement,  he 
cannot  treat  the  tenant  as  a  trespasser.  Even  where,  upon 
a  letting  by  deed,  the  husband  and  wife  demise,  and  the 
reservation  of  rent  is  to  the  husband  and  wife  and  the  heirs 
of  the  wife,  the  tenant,  after  the  death  of  the  wife,  may 
shew  that  the  husband  has  no  interest :  Hill  v.  Saunder8{a). 
It  was  a  question  of  fact  under  what  title  the  plaintiff  came 
in. 
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MofUoffue  Smith  and  Karslake,  in  support  of  the  rule. — 
The  learned  Judge  said  that  he  thought  that  the  letting 
was  a  letting  by  the  wife  as  the  agent  of  the  trustees.  But 
the  trustees  never  interfered.  It  must  be  assumed,  as  be- 
tween the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff,  that  the  defendant 
was  seised  in  fee.  That  being  so,  the  trustees  could  not, 
by  giving  notice,  alter  the  position  of  the  parties  to  the 
contract :  Delaney  v.  Fox  (i).  In  Churchward  v.  Ford  (c) 
a  cestui  que  trust  let  in  her  own  name ;  it  was  contended 
that,  notice  having  been  given  by  the  trustees  to  the  tenant, 
they  had  a  right  to  claim  rent  from  him :  but  it  was  held 
that  they  could  not  do  so  successfully.  Here  the  trustees 
never  claimed,  nor  were  their  names  ever  mentioned : 
therefore  it  must  be  assumed  that  when  the  defendant  and 
his  wife  let  the  premises  they  did  so  in  virtue  of  some  right, 
and  the  plaintiff  was  estopped  from  denying  that  they 
demised  jointly. 

In  Sharp  v.  Scarroit,  Karslake  had  obtained  a  similar 
rule,  which  he  was  now  called  upon  to  support. 

(a)  4  B.  &  C.  629.  (b)  2  C.  B.,  N.  S.,  768. 

(c)  2  H.  &  N.  446. 
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HOWB 

ScABEorr. 
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Karslake^  in  sopport  of  the  rule. — ^In  the  erne  of  Skm 
v.  ScarroU  the  plaintiff  dealt  with  the  defendant;  an 
though  he  talked  of  the  estate  as  one  in  which  his  wi 
had  an  interest,  there  was  no  eridenoe  that  he  let  as  aga 
merely,  and  in  fiurt  the  trostecs  had  no  legal 


J.  D.  Cokridge^  eontii,  was  not  called  opon  to 


Pollock,  C.  R — In  these 
plained  that  the  defendant  distrained  their 
defendant  avowed  as  landlord;   the  fects 
property  was  the  separate  property  of  the 
the  wife  was  dead  hefcre  the  tent  accnied. 
the  qoestioQ  was  not  distinctly  sobmitted  to 
was  the  real  contract ;  hot  we  are  to  asy, 
the  fecta^  whether  there  was  efidence  lo 
ing.   IthinkthatthcTiewtakenbythe 
correct.     Suppose  the  plaintifl^  when  he  took 
made  inquiiies  as  lo  who  was  letting  it. 
hate  been  ^  We  are  letting^*  that  ii^  the 
The  pUntiff  would  here  si 

dbe  piopcffty  is  vested  in  the 
tt.*    The  reply  woold  here  been,  •>  We 
ritT  of  the  umttix*    If  k  is  iMinin  to 


•n 

tk 
dH 


At 

the 


wfa 
ofs 


to  d 


I  think  it 


If  let  withoot  the 
lee  s  the  wife's 


X.&BTiSy  BL — In  Bimr  t. 

ficxal  ewnercf  che  eqottj  of 
<&au5ed  09  the  plamci£    The 
on  %  anesdun  of  fecc    If  it 


redsnptioQy  the  hnsfanaLi  and  wii 
c&ct  of  dfee 
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an  estoppel  arises,  and  he  and  the  tenant  are  equally  estopped 
from  setting  up  the  real  state  of  the  title.  But  I  think  it  was 
let  by  the  husband  and  wife,  and  in  that  case  the  estoppel  is 
excluded.  On  the  death  of  the  wife,  there  being  no  tenancy 
by  the  courtesy,  the  interest  of  the  husband  ceased  ;  there- 
fore, whoever  else  may  have  a  title  to  the  rent,  the  defendant 
has  not 
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Watson,  B. — I  agree  that  the  question  is,  was  the 
letting  a  letting  by  the  husband  and  wife,  or  by  the  hus- 
band alone  ?  On  the  evidence,  the  husband  admitted  to 
the  persons  who  took  the  houses  that  he  held  them  as  the 
property  of  his  wife.  It  was  not  necessary  that  he  should 
use  precise  language  as  a  conveyancer  would,  if  he 
clearly  intimated  that  the  property  was  his  wife's.  There 
is  the  strongest  evidence  that  the  trustees  assented  to  the 
letting.  A  letting  by  a  cestui  que  trust,  when  the  trustee 
allows  the  cestui  que  trust  to  deal  with  the  property,  is  like 
a  letting  by  a  mortgagor  in  possession.  In  Churchward  v. 
Ford  (a)  the  effect  of  a  letting  by  a  cestui  que  trust  is  put 
on  the  true  ground.  In  that  case  the  cestui  que  trust  had 
let,  and  the  question  was  whether  the  tenant  occupied  by  the 
permission  of  the  trustees,  but  the  trustees  had  no  title 
to  the  property.  In  Vallance  v.  Savage  {b)  the  question 
of  estoppel  did  not  arise.  Here  there  is  no  evidence  to 
raise  an  estoppel. 


Channell,  6. — I  also  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  must 
be  discharged.  The  property  in  question  was  settled  to 
the  separate  use  of  the  defendant's  wife,  who  had  therefore 
an  equitable  estate :  she  and  her  husband  let  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the  avowry  is 


(a)  2  H.  &  N.  446. 
VOL.  IV. — N.  8. 


B  BB 


{h)  7  Bing.  5d5. 
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supported.  I  think  it  is  a  question  of  fact.  If  the  letting 
had  been  a  letting  by  the  husband  alone,  I  should  agree 
with  the  defendants  counsel  that  an  estoppel  would  hafe 
been  created. 

Rule  discharged. 


May  31.      Jane  Birrett,  Ezccutrix  of  JoHN  BiRKETT,  deceased,  V. 

The  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company. 


B.  took  a 
ticket  from 
Workinffton 
to  Carlisle 
from  the 


Declaration.— That  the  defendants,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  happening  of  the  injury  hereafter  men- 
tioned, were  common  carriers  of  passengers  by  railway  for 
JuucSorSul.  reward  to  the  defendants  in  that  behalf,  to  wit,  by  a  certain 
fo  oiSer*to"^'  train  of  carriages  of  the  defendants,  to  wit,  firom  Workington 
arriTe  at  the      jq  Carlisle ;  yet  the  defendants  so  carelessly  and  negligently 

platform  at  •'  .f  ^   <?       ^ 

the  sution  at     behaved  themselves  in  and  about  the  said  train  and  the 

Maryport  the 

trains  pass  over  management  thereof,  and  in  and  about  the  sending  and 
Maryport  and  forwarding  of  the  said  John  Birkett  on  his  said  jonmey 
way.  On  that  from  Workington  to  Carlisle,  that  owing  to  the  n^ligence 
acting  swTtch  ^^^  carelcssncss  of  the  defendants,  and  their  bad  manage- 
lnff*carriaffw  ^  ment  and  want  of  care  in  respect  of  the  premises,  the  said 
into  a  siding,  train,  whilst  on  the  said  journey,  ran  against  and  came  into 
siding  were       collision  with  certain  trucks  and  carriages,  and   the  said 

the  property  of  , 

the  Maryport    John  Birkctt  beini/  in  the  said  train  on  the  said  joumev*  by 

and  Carlisle  ®  J  J      J 

Railway  Coro« 

J>any ,  but  used  exclusively  b^  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company.  The  switch  is  aboot 
bur  yards  from  a  gate  which  is  on  the  line  of  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company,  a  serviat 
of  which  Company  was  in  the  habit  of  occasional) v  looking  over  the  gate  to  see  that  the  switch 
was  in  proper  order.  It  was  proved  that  all  switches  are  liable  to  get  out  of  order.  A  train  of 
the  MThitehaven  Junction  Railway  coming  slowly  up  to  the  station,  in  consequence  of  the  poiats 
being  turned  the  wrong  way,  ran  into  the  siding  and  came  in  collision  with  some  coal  tracks, 
whereby  B.  was  killed.  The  Judge  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  there  was  negligence  oi 
the  part  of  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company.  The  jury  found  that  there  was. — HM, 
that  the  question  was  properly  left  to  the  jury ;  that  there  was  evidence  of  such  negligence,  aad 
that,  upon  such  finding,  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company  were  liable,  under  the 
9  &  10  Vict  c  93,  to  an  action  by  the  personal  representative  of  B. 
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reason  thereof,  then  received  such  hurts  and  injuries  as        1859. 
shortly  after  caused  his  death,  which  happened  within  twelve       b^kot 

calendar  months  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  &c.   ^,      ^' 

Whitehaten 

Pleas  (inter  alia). — Not  guilty.  Junctioh 

^  ^  ^       J  Railway  Co. 

At  the  trial,  before  Byles,  J.,  at  the  Spring  Assizes  at 

Carlisle,  it  was  proved  that  the  deceased  John  Birkett,  who 
was  a  draper  and  kept  a  post  office,  on  the  16th  of 
June,  1857,  took  a  ticket  for  Carlisle  at  the  Workington 
Station  on  the  defendants'  railway.  On  getting  to  Mary- 
port  the  train  ran  off  the  line  into  a  siding,  when  it 
came  into  collision  with  some  coal  waggons  in  consequence 
of  a  switch  being  turned.  The  train  was  going  about 
three  miles  an  hour.  The  switch  was  on  the  line  of  the 
Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company,  who  kept  it  in 
repair ;  but  both  the  switch  and  the  siding  were  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  defendants.  The  points  were  self- 
acting.  Had  they  been  right,  the  train  would  have  gone 
straight  forward  into  the  station.  John  Armstrong,  the 
traffic  manager  of  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway, 
stated,  that  it  was  ^'  the  duty  of  one  Hodden,  a  servant  of 
the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company,  to  open  the 
gate  leading  to  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Station,  and 
to  attend  to  the  switch  which  was  within  the  Maryport 
Station,  about  four  yards  from  the  gates  which  are  on  the 
line  of  the  Whitehaven  Company.  The  switch  was  under 
the  control  of  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway  Com- 
pany. The  Whitehaven  Railway  Company  paid  rent  to  the 
Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company  for  the  use  of  the 
station  and  switch.  It  was  the  practice  for  Hodden,  the 
defendants*  gateman,  to  look  at  the  switch  and  see  that 
it  was  right.  The  switch  was  a  self-acting  one;  but 
no  points  are  safe  without  a  man  to  attend  to  them.*' 
John  Birkett  died  of  softening  of  the  brain,  which  the 
plaintiff's   witnesses  stated  to  have  been  caused  by  the 

B  B  B  2 
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1869.       collision.     It  was  proved  that  he  had  been  in  the  receipt  of 

^j^~^^^      50L  a  year  from  the  post  office,  and  did  basiness  amoontiog 

e.  to  SySOOL  a  year,  the  estimated  profit  in  which  was  2\0L 

Junction      After  his  death  it  tamed  out  that  he  was  insolvent,  his 

lUiLWAT  Co.  .       ,  /»     ^  .   .      1  1 

estate  paying  los,  6d.  m  the  pound. 

The  defendants'  witnesses  proved  that  the  deceased  had 
been  in  bad  health  before  the  accident,  suflPering  from 
dyspepsia  and  difficulty  of  breathing :  that  in  January,  1857, 
his  memory  had  become  defective  and  his  temper  irritable. 
Medical  witnesses  proved  that  the  symptoms  were  those  of 
softening  of  the  brain ;  but  they  admitted  that  a  blow  on 
the  head  might  have  produced  disease  and  soflening  of  the 
brain. 

On  this  evidence  the  learned  Judge  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
say,  first,  whether  the  collision,  allied  to  have  been  the 
proximate  cause  of  death,  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
the  defendants.  He  said  that  though  the  switch  was  on  the 
line  of  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway,  even  that  Com- 
pany had  the  care  of  it,  which  was  not  the  case,  the  de- 
fendants would  have  been  answerable  to  the  plaintiflP  for  its 
negligent  management.  If  the  care  of  the  switch  was  en- 
trusted to  Hodden,  the  man  stationed  at  the  gates,  and  he  was 
the  servant  of  the  defendants,  was  it  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants  that  Hodden  did  not  take  care  to  see  that 
the  switch  was  right?  Secondly,  was  the  death  of  the 
deceased  caused  by  the  accident  ?  If  he  had  a  fatal  disease 
which  would  be  sure  to  kill  him,  but  his  death  was  precipi. 
tated  by  the  collision,  the  defendants  were  liable.  As  to 
the  damages:  that  the  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  recover 
for  actual  pecuniary  loss.  If  sound,  the  deceased  might 
have  lived  for  several  years;  if  unsound  he  would  have 
died  in  a  short  time,  or  a  year  or  two,  and  the  amount  of 
damages  would  be  less. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict   for  the  plaintiff,  with  200/. 
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damages.  In  answer  to  further  questions  by  the  learned 
Judge ;  firsty  whether  there  was  negligence  in  the  defendants' 
servant  not  havinjr  attended  to  the  switch,  they  stated  that  ^      «• 

°  "^  ^  WHITEHAYEir 

they  were  not  satisfied  that  there  was  any  one  at  the  switch ;      Juncttom 

,,         ,      -         -  ,.  _  -    ,        Railway  Co. 

secondly,  whether  there  was  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 

Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company,  they  found  that 

there  was. 

Edward  James,  in  Easter  Term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 

enter  a  nonsuit  or  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  there 

was  no  evidence  of  such  negligence :  that  the  defendants 

had  no  duty  imposed  upon  them  to  look  ader  the  switch, 

and  that  the  damages  were  excessive. 

S.  Temple  and  Crompton  Hvtton  now  shewed  cause. — 
First:  it  is  said  that  there  was  no  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants,  the  points  having  been  under  the  control 
of  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company  ;  but  even 
in  that  case  the  defendants  are  liable.  [Bramwell,  B. — 
Would  you  so  contend  if  the  switch  had  been  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Company  ? 
Suppose  that  Company  had  taken  up  a  rail  a  mile  from 
the  junction,  would  the  Whitehaven  Company  have  been" 
liable  unless  It  was  shewn  that  they  chose  to  go  on  know- 
ing that  the  rail  had  been  taken  up?  Pollock,  C.  B. — No 
doubt,  if  a  person  employs  a  contractor  to  build  a  bridge,  or 
construct  a  wall,  the  responsibility  for  damage  from  negli- 
gence does  not  attach  to  the  party  employing  the  contractor, 
but  to  the  contractor.  But  when  a  contractor  agrees  to  do 
certain  work,  for  instance,  if  he  contracts  to  build  a  house, 
and  then  employs  another,  who  is  liable  for  the  default  of 
the  sub- con  tractor?]  Here  the  defendants  contracted  to 
carry  the  deceased  to  Carlisle,  and  in  order  to  fulfil  their 
contract  they  must  have  a  control  over  the  line  to  Carlisle. 
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Where  a  contract  is  made  by  a  railway  Company  to  carry 
passenger  irom  London  to  some  distant  place,  if  the  passenge 
is  carried  by  the  contracting  Company  over  lines  belong 
to  other  Companies,  and  an  accident  happens  by  tfa 
default  of  such  Companies,  the  contracting  Company  i 
liable :  they  contract  that  there  shall  be  no  n^ligence  a 
the  part  of  such  other  Companies :  see  per  Balfic,  6.,  ii 
Mutchamp  v.  The  Lancaster  ami  PresUm  BaUway  Cam 
pany  (a).  [Bramwdl^  B. — If  the  Maryport  Railway  Com 
pany  took  up  a  rul,  knowing  that  the  carriages  of  tb 
Whitehaven  Company  were  coming,  an  action  would  li 
against  them  by  every  passenger  injured*]  The  Whitehavei 
Company  undertook  to  do  that  which  the  MarypcM  Com 
pany  were  perhaps  bound  to  do:  WiB^g  ▼•  The  Wet 
Cornwall  Baiboajf  Company  (&).  [Bramaodl^  B. — A  carrie 
who  undertakes  to  cany  goods  and  passengers,  in  the  caa 
of  injury  to  passengers,  is  only  liable  fior  nei^igenoe ;  ba 
he  is  liable  for  not  carrying  goods  safely,  even  withou 
negligence.]  SeecNddly,  there  was  evidence  for  the  jmy 
and  they^  eflfect  found  that  the  switch  was  under  tbi 
direction  of  the  defendants.  It  was  the  du^  of  the  de 
fendants  to  employ  a  man  to  look  after  iu  They  wen 
entitled  to  do  so  because  they  paid  rent  for  the  station 
indudiog  the  switdi.  It  was  proved  thitf  the  Maiypon 
and  Carlisle  RaOway  Company  never  had  any  one  to  lool 
after  the  switch :  the  evidence  was,  that  the  man  at  the  gate 
leadii^  to  the  Maijpoct  Station  looked  to  it.  [^raanceffyB 
— If  one  railway  Company  mns  its  trains  over  the  line  of  an< 
other,  and  has  notice  that  there  is  danger  at  a  particular  point, 
the  Company  jhooki  cn^iloy  a  man  to  look  out.  It  must  be 
assumed  that  some  one  was  guilty  of  negI%enoe;  prinul 
fedie  it  was  the  man  at  the  siritdi.]    The  danger  arose 


(a)  >  M.  1^  W.  421.  4Ml 
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from  the  switch,  which  was  only  used  by  the  defendants, 

being  out  of  order.     Whether  the  defendants'  undertaking 

bound  them  to  have  a  man  there  or  not,  or  the  points  were  o. 

,-       .  ,  ,  111*  Whitbhaveh 

self-actmg  and  not  in  order,  it  was  the  defendants  own  act   ^Junction 

which  sent  the  train  into  the  siding.     They  had  a  servant 

at  the  gates  within  sight  of  the  switch,  who  might  and  ought 

to  have  looked  after  it. 

Edward  James  and  Overend,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The 
learned  Judge  ruled  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendants 
to  take  care  of  the  switch.  If  he  was  wrong  in  that,  he 
was  wrong  in  leaving  the  question  of  negligence  to  the 
jury.  The  action  under  the  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93,  is  not 
founded  on  the  contract  to  carry,  but  upon  the  negligence, 
and  should  have  been  brought  against  the  Maryport  and 
Carlisle  Railway  Company  as  owners  of  the  line  and 
switch,  the  defect  in  which  caused  the  accident  That 
Company  would  have  been  responsible  upon  the  principle 
on  which  Famabt/  v.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company  (a) 
and  Manley  v.  The  St.  Helenas  Canal  and  Railway  Com" 
pony  (ft)  were  decided.  The  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Rail- 
way Company's  Act  empowers  any  person  to  travel  on  the 
line  on  payment  of  tolls;  the  railway  is  therefore  a  public 
highway.  The  89th  section  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Con- 
solidation Act,  1845  (8  &  9  Vict  c.  20),  which  is  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Railway  Company's  Act, 
provides  that  the  Company,  as  carriers^  shall  not  be  liable 
to  any  greater  extent  than  stage  coach  proprietors  or 
common  carriers  would  be  liable.  The  Maryport  and  Car- 
lisle Railway  Company  would  have  been  responsible  to 
any  person  lawfully  travelling  on  the  line.  The  contract 
of  a  passenger  with  the  defendants  would  not  affect  his 

(fl)  1 1  A.  &  E.  223. 230.  (h)  2  H.  &  N.  840. 
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right  to  sue  the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Company :  DafyeU 
V.  Tyrer  (a).     The  defendants  contracted  in  two  capacities 

r.  — as  carriers  and  as  proprietors  of  the  entire  line  of  railway. 

Whiteuaven    a  .  . 

Junction      As  to  their  own  line,  they  may  have  contracted  that  it  should 

Railway  Co.    ,      . 

be  m  proper  order;  that  is  a  matter  under  their  own  con- 
trol. But  they  do  not  so  contract  as  to  the  line  of  another 
Company  over  which  they  have  merely  power  to  mo. 
Here  the  defendants  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  switch, 
which  was  on  the  line  and  under  the  control  of  the  Mary- 
port  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company.  No  doubt,  if  the  man 
stationed  at  the  gate  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  it 
had  seen  anything  wrong,  he  would  have  put  the  switch 
right;  but  whatever  he  did  would  not  have  been  as  the 
servant  of  the  defendants,  but  as  a  mere  volunteer.  [^Bram* 
welU  B. — After  the  verdict,  it  must  be  taken  that  self-acting 
points  arc  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  and  that  the  defendants 
knew  it  Were  they  not  then  bound  to  see  that  they  were 
right  before  coming  over  them  ?] 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  rule  must  be  discharged.  Many 
points  were  discussed  on  the  argument  upon  which  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  give  an  opinion.  It  was  argued,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that  a  railway  Company  carrying  pas- 
sengers over  the  line  of  another  Company  is  responsible  for 
any  accident  that  may  happen  in  consequence  of  the  negli- 
gence of  such  other  Company.  On  that  point  I  give  no 
opinion.  The  rule  must  be  discharged,  on  the  ground  that 
the  question  of  negligence  was  left  to  the  jury  and  found  by 
them  against  the  defendants.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  by 
the  jury  appears  to  have  been  well  founded,  and  not  open 
to  any  objection.  As  to  the  question  of  damages  there  is 
no  ground  for  interfering  with  the  verdict.     There  is  no 

(a)  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  52. 
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evidence  that  the  plaintiff  was  unfit  to  travel.     A  man  may 

be  in  such  a  state  of  disease  that  he  ought  not  to  venture 

into  the  streets  at  all ;  and  a  person  who  travels  on  a  railway  v. 

should  be  fit  for  the  journey.     But  there  is  nothing  to  lead      Junction 

to  the  inference  that  the  deceased  was  in  such  a  state  as  to 

be  unfit  for  the  journey. 

Martin,  6.— I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 
I  give  no  opinion  on  the  question  whether  the  Maryport  and 
Carlisle  Railway  Company  are  liable  to  the  plaintiff.  The 
plaintiff  took  a  ticket  for  Carlisle  from  the  Whitehaven  Junc- 
tion Railway  Company.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Company  to 
take  care  to  carry  the  deceased  safely.  In  consequence  of 
a  defect  in  the  switch  there  was  a  collision.  If  there  was 
negligence  in  not  attending  properly  to  the  switch  the 
defendants  are  liable,  because  one  of  the  obligations  which 
the  defendants  undertook  was  cai*e  in  passing  over  that 
which  was  known  to  be  dangerous.  The  possible  liability  of 
the  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Railway  Company  has  no  bearing 
on  the  question.  The  learned  Judge  thought  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  man  stationed  at  the  gates  to  take  care  of 
the  switch :  he  did  not  decide  it  as  matter  of  law,  but  left 
it  to  the  jury  as  a  question  of  fact  The  jury  seem  not  to 
have  agreed  with  him,  but  to  have  thought  that  there  was 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  in  not  having 
a  man  to  look  after  the  points. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  discharged 
for  the  reasons  given  by  my  lord.  It  is  conceded  that  there 
was  negligence  on  the  part  of  somebody;  and  that  such 
negligence  was  with  reference  to  the  points  which  ought  to 
have  been  looked  after  by  someone.  There  was  danger  in 
coming  over  them  without  extraordinary  precautions,  and 
the  defendants,  not  having  taken  such  precautions,  were 
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1859.       gu^l^y  of  negligence.     Therefore  I  think  that  the  qaestion 
was  rightly    decided,  on   the  ground  that  the  defendants 
V.  brought  their  train  where  the  points  were  not  looked  after, 

Whitehaysk  . 

JuHOTioN     knowing  there  was  danger  in  doing  so.     As  to  the  point, 

whether  a  railway  Company  undertakes  for  the  safety  of 

other  lines  over  which  their  trains  travel,  I  give  no  opinioD. 

Watson,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  dischaiged. 


J^^  W-  M^Kewan,  Public  Officer,  &c.,  v.  Rolt. 

Under  the  51st   (jtARTH  had  obtiuned  a  rule  calling  on  the  plaintiff  to 

lection  of  the 

Common  Law  shew  cause  why  interrogatories  should  not  be  exhibited  to 
Act,  1854,  him,  pursuant  to  the  51st  section  of  the  Common  Law 
mayte^aST**  Procedure  Act,  1854. 

Se  JnbH^  ^'^  The  plaintiff  sued  as  the  Public  Officer  of  the  Ix)ndon 
***^beha?f  of  a  *°^  County  Banking  Company,  united  in  copartnership, 
banking  Com-   fo^  i}^q  purpose  of  carryinir  on  the  business  of  bankers, 

pany,  carrying  ■■       *•  ./      o 

on  business  in    pursuant  to  7  Geo.  4,  C.  46. 

copartnership, 

under  the 

7  Geo.  4  c.  46.  

fV.  G.  Harrison  now  shewed  cause. — The  public  officer 
of  a  banking  Company,  carrying  on  business  under  7  Geo. 
4,  c.  46,  is  merely  the  nominal  plaintiff — ^not  **  the  opposite 
party"  within  the  meaning  of  those  words  in  the  5l8t  sec- 
tion. That  section  makes  provision  for  administering  in- 
terrogatories  to  the  officer  of  a  corporation  when  a  corpo- 
ration is  party  to  a  suit ;  but  such  a  banking  Company  is 
not  a  corporation.  The  shareholders  are  the  real  parties 
to  the  suit,  and  the  public  officer  is  a  mere  nominal  plain- 
tiff whom  the  legblature  enabled  to  sue,  to  avoid  the 
inconvenience  which  would  result  if  all  the  shareholders 
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were  named  in  the  proceedings  (a).  [Martin^  B. — ^Tbe 
plaintiff  is  a  party  to  the  suit ;  one  proof  of  which  is,  that 
execution  may  issue  against  him  without  a  scire  facias,  if  he 
is  a  shareholder  (b).  My  impression  is,  that  interrogatories 
might  be  delivered  both  to  the  plaintiff  on  the  record  and 
to  the  other  members  of  the  copartnership.] 

Garth,  who  appeared  in  support  of  the  rule,  was  not 
called  on. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  rule 
must  be  absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 

(a)  He  referred  to  Chapman  v.     9  C.  B.  661. 
MUvaitiy  5   Exch.  61,  and  The         (Jbi)  Harwood  v.  Law^  7  M.  & 
Bank  of  Australasia  v.  Harding^     W.  203. 


Batson  r.  Kino.  •^■•'^  16. 


A 


CTION  for  money  paid. — Plea :  Never  indebted.  One  Dtlton 

A        1         •   1  •  •       wanting 

At  the  trial,  before  [Pollack,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sit-  money,  he  and 
tings  in  Easter  Term,  it  was  proved  that  one  Dalton  applied  to 
wanting  to  raise  money  to  commence  business  as  a  betting  to  drew^a  bill, 
house  keeper,  one  Brittain  agreed  to  advance  the  money  bylhatoaand 
on  the  security  of  a  bill  drawn  by  the  plaintiff,  accepted  by  Jht^defendLt. 
Dalton  and  indorsed  by  the  defendant;  to  which  the  plain-  jndthede- 

*^  *  fendant  pro- 

tiff  agreed  to  become  party  on  the  defendant's  promise  that  ^^^^  the 

s^       -^  *  plaintiff  that 

he  should  not  be  called  on  to  pay.    When  the  bill  became  due  ne  should 

not  be  called 

the  plaintiff  was  compelled  to  pay  it.  The  defendant's  counsel  upon.    The 

jury  found 
that  Dalton 
and  the  defendant  were  both  principals  in  the  transaction  : — Held,  that  the  plaintiff,  having  paid 
the  bill,  was  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  without  proof  of  a  promise  in  writing  under  the  4th 
section  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 
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objected  that  this  promise  was  within  the  4th  section  of  the 
Statute  of  Fraads,  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  and  cited  Green  ▼. 
Cresswell  (a).  The  learned  Judge  lefl  it  to  the  jury  to  saj 
whether  the  defendant  was  liable  jointly  with  Dalton  at 
principal,  and,  the  jury  having  answered  the  question  in  the 
affirmative,  he  reserved  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to 
reduce  the  verdict  by  one  half. 

Huddkstony  in  this  Term  (May  28),  moved  accordinglj. 
— As  to  one  half  the  amount  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  he  cannot 
recover  it  as  contribution,  but  only  on  the  special  promise 
of  the  defendant  to  indemnify  him  against  the  default  of 
Dalton.  [Channell^  B. — You  would  say  that  if  the  obliga- 
tion arises,  not  from  the  position  of  the  party  as  a  surety 
called  on  to  pay,  but  from  an  express  promise,  it  is  within 
the  statute.]  In  Crreen  v.  Cresswell  (a)  it  was  held  that,  ii 
a  person  becomes  bail  for  a  stranger  in  consideration  d 
another's  request  and  of  the  latter  promising  to  indemnify 
the  former  against  the  consequences,  no  action  lies  upon 
such  promise,  unless  it  be  in  writing  under  the  statute. 
[Pollochy  C.  B. — If  a  man  says  to  another,  "If  you  will 
at  my  request  put  your  name  to  a  bill  of  exchange  I  will 
save  you  harmless,'*  that  is  not  within  the  statute.^  It  is 
not  a  responsibility  for  the  debt  of  another.  It  amounts  to 
a  contract  by  one,  that  if  the  other  will  put  himself  in  a 
certain  situation  the  first  will  indemnify  him  against  the 
consequences.  In  Green  v.  Cresswell  (a),  Lord  Denrmm 
pointed  out  a  distinction  between  that  case  and  one  where 
the  defendant  is  a  co-surety.  I  do  not  think  that  the  case 
itself  was  rightly  decided.  Martin^  B. — If  the  argument 
for  the  defendant  were  well  founded,  it  would  apply  to  all 
cases  of  joint  suretyship.  In  Reynolds  v.  Doyle  {b)  it  was 
held,  that  the  implied  promise  by  a  person  who  requests 
(a)  10  A.  &  E.  453.  (h)  1  Man.  &  G.  753. 


TRINITY  TERM,    22    VICT.  741 

another  to  lend  bis  acceptance,  to  indemnify  him  against  1859. 

the  consequences  of  nonpayment,  was  binding;  and  that  ^^^^"^^ 

the  Statute  of  Limitations  ran  from  the  time  of  the  payment  o. 
of  the  money.] 

A  rule  nisi  having  been  granted,  Joyce  now  appeared  to 
shew  cause,  but  the  Court  called  on 

Finlasoriy  to  support  the  rule. — The  defendant's  liability 
was  collateral  to  that  of  Dalton,  the  acceptor,  who  would 
be  bound  in  the  first  instance  to  indemnify  the  plaintiff,  the 
accommodation  drawer.  Therefore  the  promise  of  the 
defendant  was  to  answer  for  the  de&ult  of  another,  viz. 
Dalton,  the  acceptor. 

Martin,  6. — The  rule  must  be  discharged.  As  between 
the  holder  of  the  bill  of  exchange  and  the  parties  whose 
names  were  on  it,  Dalton  as  acceptor  was  primarily  liable, 
and  the  drawer  and  indorser  stood  in  the  relation  of  sureties 
for  him.  But  as  between  the  parties  it  may  always  be 
proved  what  is  the  real  nature  of  the  transaction.  As 
between  themselves  Dalton  and  the  defendant  were  the 
real  principals.  The  plaintiff,  having  paid  the  bill,  had  a 
right  to  sue  the  defendant  for  money  paid  to  his  use.  The 
Statute  of  Frauds  has  no  application  to  the  case ;  and  the 
question  in  Green  v.  Cresswell  did  not  arise  here.  It  might 
have  been  otherwise  if  Dalton  had  been  entirely  separate 
from  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  had  become  respon- 
sible for  Dalton,  upon  the  defendant's  promise  to  indem- 
nify him.  Dalton  and  the  defendant  being  both  principals, 
the  only  answer  which  the  defendant  had  was  by  a  plea  in 
abatement  for  the  non-joinder  of  Dalton. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Watson,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 
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CUTHBERTSON    V.    IrVINO. 

Ifinyeiuto  O  OVEN  ANT.— The  declaration  stated  tha^  bynk 

passes  from  denture  made  between  John  Biglands  of  the  first  pirt,tki 

his  rod'^e  defendant  of  the  second  part,  and  Williani  Inring  of  tk 

th^o?^  third  part,  the  said  John  Biglands  demised,  leased  and  I 

lease,  there  can  fjg^^jj^  {^^  ^^^^  ^^  defendant  certain  lands,  and  also  a  ceitn 

be  DO  estoppeL 

h^  *  ^^f**      water  com  mill,  called  Birkby  Mill,  with  all  and  singoli 

and  the  leasee 

be  ericted  by  title  paramount,  he  may  plead  that  as  a  defence  to  an  accioii  bj  tbe  lessor. 

But  so  long  as  a  lessee  cootinaes  in  possession  ander  the  lease,  he  owinoC  set  op  any  idm 
founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  lessor  "nil  habuit  in  tenementis ;"  and  upon  the  execBdoacli 
lease  there  is,  in  contemplation  of  the  law,  created  in  the  lessor  a  rerersion  m  fee  simpb  I 
estoppel  which  passes  by  descent  to  his  heir  and  by  purchase  to  his  assignee  or  daiiies,whsi 
sue  on  the  covenants  in  the  lease. 

J.  B.,  being  mortgagor  in  possession,  on  the  22nd  of  February,  1 840,  by  indenture,  eieeili 
by  him  and  the  defendant,  demised  to  the  defendant  certain  premises  for  sereo  yean  at  a  ptd 
rent.  The  lease  contained  a  oorenant  by  the  defendant  with  B.,  his  heirs  and  ass»s,  to  nft 
the  premises,  J.  B.  finding  iron  and  wood  for  that  purpose.  Oa  the  2Dd  of  FeSmaiy,  18S 
J.  B.  executed  an  indenture,  whereby,  after  reciting  that  the  premises  were  mortip^^  aiid  A 
he  had  sold  the  equity  of  r^emption  to  the  plaintiS^  he  '*  granted,  barj^ined  aura  sold,  ahess 
released  and  surrendered  the  premises,  and  all  his  estate,  right  and  title,  both  at  law  asd  i 
equity  therein,  to  the  plamtiff  t  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever."  Tl 
defendant  paid  rent  to  J.  B.  until  the  execution  of  this  indenture,  and  after  that  time  to  d 
plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  sued  the  defendant  for  a  breach  of  the  covenant  to  repair ;  asd  d 
declaration,  after  stating  the  lease  and  covenant,  alleged  that  J.  B.  by  deed  assigned  the  fn 
mises  to  the  plaintiff;  whereby  the  reversion  thereof,  subject  to  the  term  created  by  the  ksi 
vested  in  him.  The  defendant  pleaded,  secondly,  that  J.  B.  did  not  assign  the  premises  to  tl 
plaintiff;  nor  had  he  at  the  time  of  making  of  the  lease  any  reversion  of  and  in  the  premises;  • 
did  any  reversion  in  the  premises  come  to  the  plaintiff.  Fourthly,  that  J.  Bw  did  not  nor  wosi 
nor  did  nor  would  the  plaintiff,  find  iron  and  wood,  as  in  the  covenant  mentioned. 

Hddt  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have  the  verdict  on  the  second  plea  entered  for  hiiB,i 
the  defendant  was  estopped  from  disputing  that  J.  B.  was  seised  of  an  estate  in  reversioB ;  m 
as  there  were  apt  words  in  the  assignment  to  convey  a  le^al  estate  in  fee  in  reversion  to  d 
plaintiff,  the  estoppel  continued  in  his  favour,  notwithstanding  the  assignment  to  him  shewed  d 
want  of  title,  and  consequently  he  might  sue  on  the  c<yvenants  in  the  lease  as  assigace  of  d 
reversion. 

Held  also,  on  demurrer  to  the  fourth  plea,  that  it  was  bad ;  and  that,  although  the  dedaritii 
was  informal  for  not  alleging  that  J.  B.  was  seised  of  some  estate  which  by  assignment  woal 
pass  to  the  plaintiff  as  assignee,  yet  sufficient  appeared  in  the  declaration  to  shew  that  tJ 
plaintiff  claimed  to  be  assignee  of  an  estate  in  reversion,  and  therefore,  formerly,  the  ob^eettc 
would  only  have  been  open  ( if  at  all )  on  special  demurrer ;  and  now  the  remedy  was  by  i 
application  under  the  52nd  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act  1852. 
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the  going  gear  and  machineTj  thereto  belonging  and  then        1859. 
used  therewith,  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  which  has  since  ex-  ^  ^— ^^^-^ 

•^  ^        CUTHBEBTSON 

pired,  at  a  certain  annual  rent  of  90/.  And  the  defendant  did  9. 

Ibvimo* 

thereby,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 
coyenant  with  the  said  John  Biglands,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
that  he  the  defendant  would  from  time  to  time  during  the 
continuance  of  that  demise,  at  his  or  their  own  costs  and 
charges,  repair,  support,  maintain  and  keep  the  said  water 
com  mill,  brickwork,  &c.,  machinery  and  going  gear  to  the 
said  mill  belonging,  in  good,  substantial  and  tenantable 
repair,  order  and  condition ;  the  said  John  Biglands,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  finding  iron  and  wood  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  defendant  finding  workmanship  (damage  by  fire 
and  flood  only  excepted);  and  in  such  repair,  order  and 
condition  should  and  would  leave  and  deliver  up  the  same 
to  the  said  John  Biglands,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  the 
expiration  or  other  sooner  determination  of  that  demise. 
And  the  said  John  Biglands  afterwards,  and  during  the 
said  term,  by  a  certain  deed  by  him  duly  made  in  that 
behalf,  assigned  the  premises  in  the  said  indenture  com- 
prised to  the  plaintiff,  whereby  the  reversion  thereof,  sub- 
ject to  the  said  term,  came  to  and  vested  in  the  plaintiff. 
And  although  the  plaintiff  has  always  since  that  time  per- 
formed all  things  and  conditions  precedent  on  his  part  to 
be  performed,  and  all  things  and  conditions  precedent  to 
the  defendant's  liability  hereinafter  mentioned  always  took 
place  and  were  done,  and  no  damage  happened  by  fire  or 
flood,  yet  the  defendant  did  not  nor  would,  during  the  said 
term,  repair,  support,  maintain  or  keep  the  said  mill  works 
in  good,  substantial  and  tenantable  repair,  order  and  condi- 
tion, or  in  such  repair,  order  and  condition  leave  and  deliver 
up  the  same  to  the  plaintiff  at  the  expiration  of  the  said 
demise,  according  to  his  said  covenant.  And  the  plaintiff 
says  that  the  said  mill  works  were,  after  the  said  reversion 


Ietixg. 
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1S59.  came  to  him  as  afivesud,  and  until  and  at  the  end  of  the 
said  term,  and  ontil  the  same  were  ddivered  op  as  here- 
inafter  mendoDed,  soffered  to  be,  and  woe  left  bj  the 
defendant,  in  a  bad  and  minooa  conation,  and  gresdj 
pcostnOe,  dilapidated  and  spoiled  fcr  want  of  the  doe 
keeping  and  perfimning  bj  the  defendant  of  his  said  cote 
nanL — There  wme  abo  breadies  alleging  that,  aikcr  the 
reiersion  came  to  the  plainti^  parts  of  die  marhinrrT  sod 
gear  were  polled  down  by  the  defendant;  and  dat  the 
deloidant  did  not  detirer  up  poesession  of  the  miD  imc3 
two  months  after  the  expiiatioo  of  the  term. 

Second  plea.— That  die  said  John  ^^nds  Ad  not 
assign  the  premises  in  the  said  indentore  iusB|sia  d  to  the 
pbintijSr;  nor  had  the  said  John  Kgbnds»  at  the  tiae  of 
the  malring  of  the  said  lease,  sdt  reiersuo  trf*  and  in  the 
said  premises;  nor  <fid  anj  icveisijBi  in  the 
to  cc  vest  in  the  plaintiff 

Foorth  plea. — As  to  so  flsneh  of  the 
to  the  cofienant  to  repair,  soppon. 


» 


t»Q:  the  said  John  B^bufa,  lus  hens 
iroa  and  wood  Cir  that  porpoEe:  and 

GO  kwie  and  de£ver  sd  the 


Joca  Rqr.imii 
CT  ct  ko^  bms  or  ^BurasL  nor  dki  nor  woaU  die 


L*  - 


uorr^EC  39  ne  innm. 

TVf  iague^  3l  !»c  cmae  ;]&  6r  crm  beixe  Ajml  X,  at 

WlCa    ilK    ^SUK    3L   JAW   SUCIl   3V  Ctt 

wttn.  jwwc«r  ax  icme  a  ^wcbbl  case  fee  the 
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opinion  of  this  Court     At  the  request  of  both  parties,  the 
following  case  was  stated  : — 

On  the  22nd  February,  1848,  the  lease  in  the  declaration 
mentioned,  being  a  lease  of  a  mill  and  premises  for  seven 
years  from  the  1st  August,  1848  (which  is  to  be  taken  as 
part  of  this  case  (a) ),  was  duly  executed  by  John  Biglands, 


1859. 

CUTHBERTSON 
r. 

Irving. 


(a)  The  material  parts  of  tbis 
lease  are  as  follows : — 

**  This  indenture,  made  the  22nd 
daj  of  February,  a.d.  1848  :  Be- 
tween John  Biglands,  of  &c.,  of 
the  first  part;  John  Irving,  of 
&c.,  of  the  second  part,  and  Wil- 
liam Irving,  of  &c.,  of  the  third 
part:  Witnesseth,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  yearly  rent 
hereby  reserved  and  of  the  co- 
venants and  agreements  herein- 
after contained,  and  by  or  on  the 
part  of  the  said  John  Irving  and 
William  Irving,  their  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  to  be 
paid,  observed  and  performed, 
he,  the  said  John  Biglands,  Doth 
hereby  demise,  lease,  and  to  farm 
let  unto  the  said  John  Irving, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns.  All  those  pieces  or  parcels 
of  arable  and  meadow  land,  &c., 
situate  and  being  in  the  town- 
ship  of  Birkby,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  commonly  called  or 
known  by  the  names  of  East 
Brow,  West  Brow,  &c. ;  And  also 
all  that  water  com  mill,  called 
Birkby  Mi!!,  situate  in  the  town- 
ship of  Birkby  aforesaid,  with  all 
and  singular  the  going  gear 
and  machinery  thereto  belong- 
ing and  now  used  therewith,  all 
which  said  premises  are  now  in 
the  occupation  of  the  said  John 
Irving:  To  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  hereby  demised  premises 

VOL.  IV. — N.  8.  C  C 


unto  the  said  John  Irving,  his 
executors,  &c.,  from  Lammas  Day 
next,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
seven  years  from  thence  next 
ensuing  and  fully  to  be  completed 
and  ended.  Yielding  and  paying 
therefore  yearly  and  every  year 
during  the  said  term  hereby  de- 
mised unto  the  said  John  Big- 
lands, his  heirs  and  assigns,  the 
rent  or  sum  of  90/.  sterling,  free 
and  clear  of  and  from  all  taxes, 
&c.,  and  to  be  paid  by  even  half- 
yearly  payments  on  Candlemas 
Day  and  Lammas  Day  in  every 
year.  And  the  said  John  Irving 
and  William  Irving  (the  said 
William  Irving  as  surety)  for 
themselves  severally,  and  for  their 
several  and  respective  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, &c.,  do  and  each  of  them 
doth  hereby  covenant  with  the 
said  John  Biglands,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  manner  following,  &c. 
(then  followed  covenants  for  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  and  taxes).  And 
also,  that  he  the  said  John  Irving, 
his  executors,  &c.,  will,  from  time 
to  time  during  the  continuance  of 
this  dembe,  at  his  and  their  own 
costs  and  charges,  repair,  support, 
maintain,  and  the  said  water  corn 
mill,  brickwork,  brass,  iron,  wood 
works,  and  other  works,  bins, 
tackle,  materials,  utensils,  imple- 
ments, stones,  machinery,  and 
going  gear  to  the  said  mill  be- 
longing, in  good,  substantial,  and 
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1859. 


CUTHBERTSON 
V. 

laviNG. 


the  lessor,  who  was  then  mortgagor  in  possession  of  the 
demised  premises,  and  by  the  defendant  John  Irving,  the 
lessee.  At  the  time  of  making  the  above  lease,  the  defend- 
ant was  in  possession  of  the  said  mill  and  premises  under  a 
previous  lease  between  the  same  parties,  for  fire  years  from 
the  1st  August,  1843;  and  he  continued  in  possession 
during  the  whole  of  the  term  granted  by  the  lease  of  1848. 
On  the  2nd  February,  1854,  the  deed  referred  to  in  the 
declaration  as  an  assignment  of  the  reversion  to  the  plaintiff 
(which  is  also  to  be  taken  as  part  of  this  case  (a)  )  was  made. 


tenantable  repair,  order,  and  con- 
dition, the  said  John  Biglands, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  finding  iron 
and  wood  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  said  John  Irving  finding 
workmanship  (damage  by  fire  or 
flood  only  excepted),  and  in  such 
repair,  order,  and  condition,  shall 
and  will  leave  and  deliver  up  the 
same  to  the  said  John  Biglands, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  the  ex- 
piration or  sooner  determination 
of  this  demise,**  &c« 

(a)  The  material  parts  of  this 
deed  are  as  follows : — 

**  This  indenture,  made  the  2nd 
day  of  February,  a.d.  1854  :  Be- 
tween John  Biglands,  of  &c.,  of 
the  first  part;  Benjamin  Biglands, 
of  &c.,  of  the  second  part ;  Joseph 
Cuthbertson,  of  &c.,  of  the  third 
part,  and  Henry  Huthwaite,  of 
&c.,  of  the  fourth  part :  Whereas, 
by  an  indenture,  dated  the  7th 
day  of  June,  1844,  and  made  be- 
tween Thomas  Mawson,  therein 
described,  of  the  first  part,  the  said 
John  Biglands  of  the  second  part, 
George  Rae,  therein  described, 
of  the  third  part,  and  the  said 
Benjamin  Biglands  of  the  fourth 
part,  the  customary  hereditaments 


hereinafter  described  were  duly 
appointed,  conveyed,  released  and 
surrendered  unto  and  to  the  use 
of  the  said  Benjamin  Bigland?, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  way  of 
mortgage  for  securing  to  the  said 
Benjamin  Biglands,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  pay- 
ment by  the  said  John  Biglands, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors or  assigns,  of  S6002.  and  in- 
terest at  the  rate  and  in  manner 
therein  mentioned.  And  whereas 
by  an  indenture,  dated  the  29th 
day  of  June,  1844,  and  made 
between  the  said  John  Biglands 
of  the  one  part,  and  the  said 
Benjamin  Biglands  of  the  other 
part,  the  said  customary  heredita- 
ments were  duly  charged  with  the 
payment  unto  the  said  Benjamin 
Biglands,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  of  the  further 
sum  of  4^0/.,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  afler  the  rate  and  at  the 
time  therein  mentioned.  And 
whereas  there  is  now  due  and 
owing  upon  the  said  recited 
security  the  principal  sum  of 
3000/.  only.  And  whereas  the 
said  John  Biglands  has  sold  the 
equity  of  redemption  of  the  said 


TRINITY   VACATION,    2  3    VICT. 


747 


It  was  executed  by  the  said  John  Biglands,  but  by  no  other        1859. 
person.     It  is  admitted  that  the  recitals  of  the  said  last   cjj!J!^^^^ok 
mentioned  deed  are  true,  and  that  the  said  mill  and  pre- 
mises were  mortgaged  by  John  Biglands,  as  therein  men- 


V. 

Ibyino. 


customary  hereditaments  to  the 
said  Joseph  Cuthbertson  for  the 
sum  of  3050/. :  Now  this  inden- 
ture witnesseth,  that  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  3050/.  to  the 
said  John  Biglands  this  day  paid 
by  the  said  Joseph  Cuthbertson 
(the  receipt  whereof  the  said 
John  Biglands  doth  hereby  ac- 
knowledge), he  the  said  John 
Biglands,  in  exercise  of  all  powers 
enabling  him,  hereby  directs, 
limits,  and  appoints.  That  all  the 
customary  hereditaments  herein- 
after described,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, shall  henceforth  be  and 
remain  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Joseph  Cuthbertson,  his  heirs  and 
assigns;  and  he  the  said  John 
Biglands  Doth  hereby  grant,  bar- 
gain, sell,  alien,  release  and  sur- 
render unto  the  said  Joseph 
Cuthbertson,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs all  that  customary  messuage 
and  tenement,  hereditaments  and 
premises  situate  within  and  parcel 
of  the  manor  of  Little  Broughton 
and  Birkby,  &c.  (describing  it). 
All  which  said  messuage,  tene- 
ments, &c.,  hereditaments  and 
premises  are  now  held  by  Thomas 
Rae  of  Lieutenant  General  Henry 
Wyndham,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Little  Broughton  and  Birkby,  as 
a  customary  estate  of  inheritance 
and  parcel  of  his  said  manor,  &c., 
at  the  yearly  customary  fineable 
rent  of  eight  shillings,  now  ap- 
portioned to  seven  shillings  and 
seven  pence.   And  also  the  water 

C  C 


com  mill,  messuage,  dwelling- 
house  and  other  premises,  with 
tackling,  machinery,  and  other 
fixtures  in  the  said  mill,  lately 
erected  by  the  said  John  Biglands 
on  the  closes  called  Park  Meadow 
and  East  Brow,  or  some  part 
thereof.  All  which  last  described 
closes,  inclosures,  or  parcels  of 
land,  hereditaments  and  premises 
are  now  held  by  the  said  Thomas 
Rae  of  the  said  Henry  Wynd- 
ham  as  a  customary  estate  of  in- 
heritance and  parcel  of  his  said 
manor  of  Little  Broughton  and 
Birkby,  by  payment  of  the  ap- 
portioned yearly  customary  fine- 
able  rent  of  three  shillings  and 
sixpence,  &c.  And  all  the  estate, 
right,  title,  interest,  customary  or 
tenant  right,  estate  of  inheritance, 
use,  trust,  property,  possession, 
claim,  and  demand  whatsoever, 
both  at  law  and  in  equity,  of 
him  the  said  John  Biglands  iu 
and  to  the  same :  To  have  and  to 
hold  the  said  hereditaments  and 
all  and  singular  other  the  pre- 
mises hereinbefore  described,  with 
their  and  every  of  their  appurte- 
nances, unto  and  to  the  use  of  the 
said  Joseph  Cuthbertson  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  said  manor :  Subject  to 
and  charged  and  chargeable  with 
the  payment  of  the  said  principal 
sum  of  3000/.  due  and  owing 
upon  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
recited  security :  And  also  sub- 
ject to  the  said  yearly  customary 
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tioDed,  in  1844,  and  prior  to  the  making  bj  him  of  the 
lease  of  1848.  It  is  also  admitted  that  the  premises  in 
question  are  of  the  tenure  described  in  the  said  deed  of 
the  2nd  February,  1854. 

The  defendant  paid  the  rent  reserved  by  the  lease  of 
1848  to  the  lessor,  John  Biglands,  until  the  making  of  the 
said  deed  of  1854,  and  was  treated  by  him  as  his  tenant: 
after  that  time  and  until  the  end  of  the  term,  the  defend* 
ant  paid  the  rent  reserved  by  the  said  lease  to  the  plaintiff 
and  was  treated  by  the  plaintiff  as  his  tenant. 

No  act  of  interference  by  the  mortgagee  appeared  to 
have  taken  place. 

The  questions  for  the  Court  are — First:  Whether  tbe 
verdict  on  the  second  issue  is  to  be  entered  for  tbe  plaintiff 
or  for  the  defendant  Second :  Whether  judgment  on  the 
demurrer  is  to  be  given  for  the  plaintiff  or  for  the  defendant 


CrompUm  Hutton  argued  for  the  plaintiff  (June  23). — 
First,  the  verdict  on  the  second  issue  ought  to  be  entered 
for  the  plaintiff.  The  lease  of  the  22nd  Februaiy,  1848, 
created  a  reversion  in  fee  by  estoppel  in  John  Biglands, 
which  he  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  indenture  of  the 
2nd  February,  1854.  In  order  to  create  an  estoppel  two 
things  are  requisite :  first,  the  lease  must  not  disclose  the 
title  of  the  lessor;  and,  secondly,  the  lessor  must  have  no 
legal  interest  in  the  premises  demised.  Both  these  requi- 
sites^ exist  in  the  present  case.     The  lease  of  the  22nd 


fineable  rents  of  leren  shillings 
and  seven  pence,  and  three  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  and  all  other 
rents,  fines,  &c.,  due  bj  the  cos- 
tom  of  the  said  manor.  And  also 
subject,  as  to  the  said  water  com 
mill  and  the  closes  called  East 
Brow,  West  Brow,  Parkfitt*8  Mea* 


dow,  to  a  lease  granted  to  the 
said  John  Inring,  dated  the  22nd 
daj  of  February,  1848,  for  the 
term  of  seven  years  from  Lammas 
Day  1848,  and  to  the  covenants, 
conditions  and  provisoes  therdn 
contained,**  &c. 
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February,  1848,  does  not  recite  the  title  of  John  Biglands;        1859. 
and  the  indenture  of  the  2d  February,  1854,  shews  that  at  _  ^'^^"^^^ 
the  time  he  granted  the  lease  hej^was  only  mortgagor  in  v- 

possession.  A  reversion  in  fee  by  estoppel  has  all  the 
common  law  incidents  of  an  estate  in  fee,  and  binds  all 
privies  in  estate,  so  that  both  the  lessor  and  his  assignee 
and  the  lessee  and  his  assignee  are  precluded  from  alleging 
anything  contrary  to  the  statements  in  the  lease :  Parker 
v.  Manning  (a).  A  reversion  in  fee  by  estoppel  may  be 
defeated  by  the  owner  acquiring  the  legal  fee,  Blake  v. 
Faster  {b)  shews  that  where  any  legal  interest,  however 
small,  passes  by  the  demise,  there  is  no  estoppel.  Goulds- 
worth  V.  Knights  {c)^  2  Wms.  Saund.  418  c,  note,  and  Webb 
Y.  Austin  (d),  are  authorities  that  in  this  case  the  plaintiff 
has  a  good  title  by  estoppel. 

Secondly,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment  on  the 
deumrrer  to  the  fourth  plea.  The  obligation  of  the  defend- 
ant to  repair,  and  of  the  plaintiff  to  find  iron  and  wood, 
are  independent  obligations.  [C/it/a//,  for  the  defendant, 
conceded  that  the  plea  was  bad,  but  submitted  that  the 
declaration  was  bad  for  not  alleging  tide  in  the  lessor.] 
The  same  objection  was  taken  in  Parker  v.  Manning  (a) ; 
but  the  Court  thought  there  was  no  weight  in  it,  and  that, 
if  there  were,  the  defendant  should  have  demurred  specially. 

Udall,  for  the  defendant. —First,  the  plaintiff  has  no 
reversion  in  the  premises  which  entitles  him  to  maintain 
this  action.  He  is  no  party  to  the  covenants,  and  therefore 
could  only  sue  as  assignee  of  the  reversion  under  the 
32  Hen.  8,  c.  34 ;  but  the  lessor  had  no  legal  estate  in  the 
premises  at  the  time  he  granted  the  lease,  and  consequently 
there  was  no  reversion  to  assign  to  the  plaintiff.     A  party 

(a)  7  T.  R.  537.  (c)  11  M.  &  W.  387. 

(6)  8  T.  R.  487.  («0  7  Man.  &  G.  701. 
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and.  the  defendant  would  have  set  them  out  on  oyer,  and 
thereby  have  shewn  that  the  lessor  had  merely  an  equity  ^ 

of  redemption.     In  Lyn  v.  l^^yn  (a)  Sir  O.  Bridgman  said :  »• 

**  In  Nohes  C(zse  (to  another  purpose  reported  by  my  Lord 
Coke)  it  was  resolved  that  an  assignee  of  a  lease  by  estoppel 
shall  not  take  advantage  of  any  covenant  (for  in  truth  there 
was  no  lease,  and  so,  in  truth,  he  no  assignee  of  that  which 
was  not),  nor  can  lessee  by  estoppel  assign  anything  over." 
[AfartiUf  B. — That  point  is  discussed  in  1  Smith's  Lead. 
Cas.  p.  66, 4th  ed.]  In  Cora.  Dig.  "  Covenant"  (B.  3)  it  is 
said,  *^  So,  an  assignee  of  a  lease,  which  appears  to  be  good 
only  by  estoppel,  shall  not  have  covenant:  R.  Cro.  Eliz. 
437,  Mo.  419."  The  legal  estate  in  the  premises  having 
vested  in  the  mortgagee,  and  the  lessor  having  a  mere  equity 
of  redemption,  the  plaintiff  was  not  assignee  of  the  rever- 
sion within  the  meaning  of  the  issue  raised  by  the  plea : 
The  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Blamire  {b)j  Doe  d.  Prior  v. 
Ongley  (c).  Doe  d.  Pargeter  v.  Harris  (d),  and  Whitton  v. 
Peacock  (e). — He  also  referred  to  2  Smith's  Lead.  Cas. 
p.  607. 

Crompton  Hutton,  in  reply,  referred  to  Sturgeon  v.  fVtng- 
feld  (/),  and  Webb  v.  Russell  {g). 

Cur.  adv.  vulL 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Martin,  B. — This  is  an  action  of  covenant  by  the  plain- 
tiff, the  assignee  of  an  alleged  reversion,  against  the  defend- 
ant, a  lessee,  for  breach  of  a  covenant  to  repair,  and  some 

(a)  Orlan.  Bridg.  131.  (e)   2  Bing.  N.  C.  411. 

(&)  8  East,  487.  (/)  15  M.  &  W.  224. 

(f)  10  C.  B.  25.  32.  (g)  3  T.  R.  393. 
(rf)  7  Q.  B.  708. 
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1859.        other  covenants  which  in  ordinary  circumstances  would  ran 
^  ^^^^     '      with  the  reversion.     The  declaration,  after  statinir  the  lease 

CUTBBERTSON  ^ 

V'  and  covenants,  alleges  that  John  Bielands,  the  lessor,  by  a 

deed,  assigned  the  premises  comprised  in  the  lease  to  the 
plaintiff;  whereby  the  reversion  thereof,  subject  to  the  term 
created  by  the  lease,  came  to  and  vested  in  the  plaintiff. 
The  second  plea  states  that  John  Biglands  did  not  assign  the 
said  premises  to  the  plaintiff,  nor  had  he  at  the  time  of  the 
making  the  lease  any  reversion  of  and  in  the  said  premises, 
nor  did  any  reversion  in  the  premises  come  to  the  plaintiff. 
Tliere  were  other  pleas,  to  one  of  which  there  was  a  de- 
murrer. The  issues  in  fact  came  on  to  be  tried  at  the 
Carlisle  Spring  Assizes  1859,  when  the  cause  was  referred 
to  a  gentleman  at  the  bar  to  state  a  special  case  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Court 

The  following  are  the  material  facts  stated  by  him : — 
John  Biglands,  being  mortgagor  in  possession,  on  the  22nd 
February,  1848,  by  an  indenture  of  lease,  executed  by  him 
and  the  defendant,  demised  the  premises  to  the  defendant 
for  seven  years,  from  the  1st  August,  1848,  at  a  rent  of  90iL 
per  annum.  The  lease  contains  the  covenants  declared  on, 
and  they  are  stated  to  be  made  with  John  Biglands^  his  heirs 
and  assigns.  At  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  lease  the 
defendant  was  in  possession  under  a  former  lease,  and  has 
continued  in  possession  during  the  whole  term  demised. 
On  the  2nd  February,  1854,  John  Biglands  executed  a 
deed,  which  purported  to  be  made  between  him  of  the  first 
part,  Benjamin  Biglands  of  the  second  part,  the  plaintiff 
of  the  third  part,  and  one  Huthwaite  of  the  fourth  part, 
which  recited  that  by  an  indenture  of  the  7th  June,  1844, 
the  premises  demised,  and  others,  were  conveyed  by  way  of 
mortgage  to  Benjamin  Biglands  to  secure  a  sum  of  money 
then  unpaid,  and  that  John  Biglands  had  sold  the  equity 
of  redemption  to  the  plaintiff  for  3050L     The  deed  then 


laviMO. 
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witnessed^  that  John  Biglands  granted,  bargained  and  sold,        1859. 
aliened,  released  and  surrendered  the  premises  (by  the  same      v^-^^r^-^ 

*  "^  ^  CUTHBERTSOM 

description  as  in  the  lease),  and  all  his  estate,  right  and  title,  ^  v, 
both  at  law  and  equity,  therein  to  the  plaintiff,  to  have  and 
to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Little  Broughton  and  Birkby, 
subject  to  the  customary  fineable  rent  otZs.Sd.  per  annum. 
The  tenure  of  the  land  is  stated  in  the  deed  to  be  as  follows : 
**  All  which  premises,  &c.,  are  now  held  by  Thomas  Rae  of 
Henry  Wyndham,  as  a  customary  estate  of  inheritance  and 
parcel  of  his  manor  of  Little  Broughton  and  Birkby,  by 
payment  of  the  apportioned  yearly  customary  fineable  rent 
of  Ss,  6d.  i**  and  it  is  found  by  the  arbitrator  that  this  is  the 
true  tenure,  and  that  the  mortgage  is  truly  recited  in  the  deed. 
The  deed  was  executed  by  John  Biglands,  but  by  no  other 
person.  The  defendant  paid  his  rent  to  John  Biglands 
until  the  execution  of  the  deed,  and  after  that  time  to  the 
plaintiff;  and  he  was  treated  by  them  respectively  as  their 
tenant  The  questions  submitted  to  the  Court  are,  first, 
how  the  verdict  as  to  the  second  issue  is  to  be  entered. 
Secondly,  what  the  judgment  ought  to  be  on  the  demurrer. 
Two  points  were  made  by  the  defendant  It  was  admit- 
ted that  the  plea  demurred  to  was  bad;  but  it  was  contended 
that  the  declaration  was  bad  also,  for  not  alleging  that  the 
lessor  was  seized  of  some  estate  which  by  assignment  would 
pass  to  the  plaintiff  as  assignee.  The  precedents  are  uniform 
in  containing  such  an  allegation,  and  the  departure  from 
accustomed  form  is  to  be  deprecated.  We  think,  however, 
sufficient  appears  in  the  declaration  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff 
claims  to  be  assignee  of  an  estate  in  reversion,  and  therefore 
this  objection  would  only  have  been  open,  if  at  all,  on  a 
special  demurrer.  As  we  stated  during  the  argument,  the 
remedy  for  the  defendant  was  by  an  application  tinder  the 
52nd  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852. 


754  EXCHEQUER  REPOB18. 

The  jadgment  on  the  demarrer  therefore  to  be  for  the 
plaintiff. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  case  shews  that  the 
lessor  had  no  legal  estate  in  the  premises  demised  at  the 
time  of  the  lease,  and  therefore  had  no  estate  in  reTcrsioo 
to  assign ;  and,  consequently,  the  pkintiff  was  not  an 
assignee  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  32iid  Hen.  8, 
c.  34 ;  and  as  the  deed  of  assignment  to  the  plaintiff,  under 
the  old  system  of  pleading,  would  haye  shewn  on  oyer  the 
want  of  legal  title,  and  the  objection  would  then  haTC 
appeared  on  the  record,  and  as  now,  of  necesrity,  it  ap- 
peared in  evidence  on  the  plaintiff's  own  case,  there  could 
be  no  estoppel. 

Upon  consideration,  we  think  the  authorities  shew  that 
the  defendant  is  estopped  from  disputing  that  the  lessor  was 
seised  of  an  estate  in  reversion,  and,  as  there  are  apt  words 
in  the  assignment  to  convey  a  legal  estate  in  fee  in  reversion 
to  the  plaintiff,  the  estoppel  continues  in  his  favour  notwith- 
standing the  assignment  to  him  shews  the  want  of  tide. 
The  estate  in  reversion  by  estoppel  was  created  before 
the  assignment  was  executed,  and  in  our  opinion  was  not 
destroyed  by  it. 

It  would  have  been  otherwise  if  the  want  of  title  had 
appeared  on  the  face  of  the  lease  itself;  in  that  case,  the  true 
facts  being  there  disclosed,  there  would  be  no  estoppel  at  all : 
Pargeter  v.  Harris  (a\  There  are  some  points  in  the  law 
relating  to  estoppels  which  seem  clear.  First,  when  a  lessee 
without  any  legal  estate  or  title  demises  to  another,  the 
parties  themselves  are  estopped  from  disputing  the  validity 
of  the  lease  on  that  ground ;  in  other  words  a  tenant  cannot 
deny  his  landlord's  title,  nor  can  the  lessor  dispute  the 
validity  of  the  lease.  Secondly,  where  a  lessor  by  deed 
grants  a  lease  without  title  and  subsequently  acquires  one, 

(«)  7  Q.  B.  708. 
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the  estoppel  is  said  to  be  fed,  and  the  lease  and  reversion        1859. 
then  take  effect  in  interest  and  not  by  estoppel;  and  an  q^"^^*^^ 
action  will  lie  by  the  assignee  of  the  reversion  against  the  t^- 

XSVIHQ* 

tenant  on  the  covenants  in  the  lease,  fVebb  v.  Austin  (a) ; 
and  by  the   tenant  against  the  assignee  of  the  reversion : 
Siurffean  v.  Wingfield  (b).     A  question  which  further  arises 
is  that  in  the  present  case,  viz.,  whether  the  assignee  of  a 
lessor  in  a  lease  by  deed,  who  has  no  estate  in  the  land,  has 
a  reversion  by  estoppel  as  against  the  lessee.     This  ques- 
tion arises  not  unfrequently,  as  in  the   present  instance, 
where  a  mortgagor  makes  a  lease  by  deed  and  assigns  his 
equity  of  redemption  with  words  that  would  pass  a  legal 
reversion  in  fee.     It  seems  clearly  established,  that  upon  a 
mortgage  of  lands,  whatever  the  title  of  the  mortgagor  may 
be,  his  subsequent  possession  or  occupation  is  at  the  will  of 
the  mortgagee,  and  he  has  nothing  in  the  land  whereoul 
any  interest  can  pass  to  a  tenant,  so  as  to  affect  the  right  of 
the  mortgagee ;  and  that  in  the  present  instance  no  further 
or  other  interest  passed  to  the  defendant  than  by  estoppel. 
Thus  far  seems  plain :  but  upon  the  remaining  part  of  the 
question  the  authorities  unfortunately  are  not  uniform.     In 
the  first  case  on  the  subject,  Noke  v.  Auder  (c),  it  was  supposed 
to  be  established  that  covenant  never  lay  by  the  assignee  upon 
the  assignment  of  an  estate  by  estoppel     This  is  adopted 
in  Com.  Dig.  Covenant  (B.  3),  and  in  several  other  books. 
The  question  however  did  not  arise,  and  was  not  necessary 
for  the  decision  of  the  case :  see  Palmer  v.  Ekins  {d\  and 
the  note  of  the  learned  editor  of  Smith's  Leading  Cases, 
vol  1,  38  c,  Spencer's  Case.     In  Whitton  v.  Peacock  (e), 
which  was  a  case  out  of  Chancery  sent  to  the  Court  of 
Common  Fleas^  and  where  the  reasons  arc  not  given  for  the 

(a)  7   Man.  &G.  701,    and  S  (c)  Cro.Eliz.  436;  Moore,  419. 

Scott,  N.  R.  419.  {d)  2  Lord  Raym.  1550. 

(ft)  15  M.  &  W.  224.  (tf)  2  Bing.  N.  C.  41 1. 
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judgment ;  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  facts  and  the  argii- 
mentSy  that  the  judgment  proceed  on  the  groand  that  the 
assignee  of  a  reversion  by  estoppel  could  not  maintain  an 
action  for  breach  of  the  covenants  in  the  lease.  In  a  sub- 
sequent case,  GauUsworth  v.  Knights  (a),  Parie^  B*,  sajs^ 
Whitton  V.  Peacock  was  correctly  decided,  but  not  for  the 
reason  supposed,  but  for  that  the  reversion  by  estoppel  was 
not  of  a  copyhold  nature  and  could  not  pass  by  surrender 
and  admittance,  and  there  being  no  deed  by  which  the  rever- 
sion by  estoppel  could  pass  to  the  assignee,  the  judgment  was 
right.  (Sec  also  the  subsequent  case  of  Webb  v.  Austen  (i), 
and  the  observations  there  of  Tindal^  C.  J.,  upon  the  case  of 
Gouldswarth  v.  Knights;  and  also  the  elaborate  ai^goment  in 
the  case  of  Pargeter  v.  Harris  {c\  and  the  dictum  of  Wight- 
man^  J.,  at  page  722,  '*  that  several  cases  shew  that  in  leases 
by  estoppel  the  assignee  does  not  take  the  legal  right  to  sue 
on  covenants.") 

The  case  of  Carvick  v.  Blagrave  (</),  cited  on  the  argu- 
ment, only  shews  that  the  allegation  of  the  interest  of  the 
lessor  in  the  declaration  is  traversable,  and  does  not  afiect 
the  present  question.  Later  cases  however  have  laid  down 
that  the  estoppel  on  a  lease  by  indenture,  where  the  lessor 
has  no  title,  extends  to  the  assignee  of  the  lessor  and  that  he 
takes  a  reversion  by  estoppel,  and  is  capable  to  sue  on  the 
covenants  in  the  lease  as  an  assignee  of  the  reversion.  The 
case  of  Gouldsworth  v.  Knights  (a),  is  to  this  effect : — "  It 
was  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year:  the  lessors  (trustees)  had 
assigned  their  interest  to  the  defendant :  it  was  assumed  the 
legal  estate  was  not  in  them,  and  a  question  was  raised 
whether  the  defendants,  assignees  of  the  lessor,  could  dis- 
train. Parke,  B.,  said : — « ITie  tenant  is  estopped  from  dis- 
puting the  title  of  the  old  trustees,  and  is  he  not  estopped 

(a)  1 1  M.  &  W.  337.  (c)  7  Q.  B.  708. 

ib)  7  Man.  &  G.  701.  (d)  1  Brod.  &  Bing.  531 


TRINITY   VACATION,    2  3    VICTF.  757 

as  to  the  title  assigned  to  the  new  trustees?^  And  this  view        1859. 
b  assented  to  and  affirmed  by  the  judgment  of  the  Court.       ^^^     ' 

•^  "^  ^        CCTHBERTSOM 

In  Sturgeon  v.  Wingjield  the  same  view  will  be  found  laid  v. 

I&VIMO 

down  by  the  same  learned  Judge.  That  was  a  case  where 
the  lease  by  indenture  was  originally  good  only  by  estoppel, 
and  the  supposed  reversion  was  assigned  to  the  defendant, 
together  with  a  subsequently  acquired  legal  term  for  years 
which  fed  the  estoppel.  His  lordship  said,  that  taking  it 
that  in  point  of  fact  the  lessor  had  no  interest  originally, 
there  was  an  estate  by  estoppel,  and  that  the  estate  was 
prima  facie  an  estate  in  fee  simple.  Palmer  v.  Ekins  (a) 
was  an  action  by  the  assignee  of  the  reversion  against  the 
lessee  for  nonpayment  of  rent  Plea :  That  the  lessee, 
before  making  the  lease,  conveyed  his  estate  to  another :  it 
was  held  that  the  plea  simply  amounted  to  a  special  *'  nil 
habuit  in  tenementis,"  and  was  bad ;  and  Lord  Raymond^ 
in  giving  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  expressly  says,  **  that 
the  assignee  shall  take  advantage  of  the  estoppel."  The 
note  of  SerjL  Williams  to  Walton  v.  Waterhouse^  in  2  Saund. 
p.  418  a,  is,  *' where  the  grantor  or  lessor  has  nothing  in  the 
land  at  the  time  of  the  grant  or  lease,  and  therefore  no  interest 
passes  out  of  him  to  the  grantee  or  lessee  by  the  grant  or 
lease,  but  the  title  begins  by  the  estoppel  which  the  deed 
creates  between  the  parties,  such  estoppel  runs  with  the  land*' 
(and  it  is  presumed  with  the  reversion  also),  **  into  whose 
hands  soever  it  comes,  whether  heir  or  assignee."  We 
adopt  this  note  as  the  right  statement  of  the  law,  and  in 
that  the  following  propositions  may  be  laid  down : — First, 
if  any  estate  or  interest  passes  from  the  lessor,  or  the  real 
.title  is  shewn  upon  the  face  of  the  lease,  there  is  no  estoppel 
at  all.  Secondly,  if  the  lessor  have  no  title,  and  the  lessee  be 
evicted  by  him  who  has  title  paramount,  the  lessee  can  plead 
this  and  establish  a  defence  to  any  action  brought  against 

(a)  2  Lord  Rajin.  1550. 
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him :  Doe  d.  Higginbotham  t.  Barton  (a) ;  but,  thirdly,  so  long 
as  the  lessee  continues  in  possession  under  the  lease,  the 
law  will  not  permit  him  to  set  up  anj  defence  founded  upon 
the  fact  that  the  lessor  ''nil  habuit  in  tenementis  ;**  and  that 
upon  the  execution  of  the  lease  there  is  created  in  con- 
templation of  law  a  reversion  in  fee  simple  by  estoppel  in 
the  lessor,  which  passes  by  descent  to  his  heir,   and  by 
purchase  to  an  assignee  or  devisee.     A  pleading  test  may 
be  applied.     Had  the  plaintiff  declared  that  Biglands  was 
seised  in  fee  and  demised  to  the  defendant  and  assigned  his 
reversion  to  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  could  not  effectually 
have  traversed  the  assignment     Could  he  the  seisin  ?  The 
plaintiff  would  have  made  a  prima  facie  case  by  shewing  the 
lease  to  the  defendant,  and  possession  taken  and  enjoyed 
under  it     The  defendant  could  not  have  shewn  any  other 
estate  in  Biglands.     He  must  therefore  have  said  Biglands 
'^  nil  habuit  in  tenementis.^   We  are  of  opinion  that  the  law 
will  not  permit  him  to  do  so.     This  state  of  law  in  reality 
tends  to  maintain  right  and  justice,  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  contracts  which  men  enter  into  with  each  other  (one  of 
the  great  objects  of  all  law) ;  for  so  long  as  a  lessee  enjoys 
everything  which  his  lease  purports  to  grant,  how  does  it 
concern  him  what  the  title  of  the  lessor,  or  the  heir  or  assignee 
of  his  lessor,  really  is.     All  that  is  required  of  him  is,  that 
having  received  the  full  consideration  for  the  contract  he 
has  entered  into,  he  should  on  his  part  perform  it     For 
these  reasons  we  think  the  verdict  on  the   second  issue 
ought  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  it  would  appear  from 
the  deed  of  conveyance  of  the  2nd  February,  1854,  that  the- 
lands  were  customary  lands  of  a  tenure  common  in  Cumber- 
land, and  that  the  legal  estate  was  in  Thomas  Rae.  The 
estate  both  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  would  therefore  be 

(a)   11  A.  &£.  307. 
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equitable  estates,  and  according  to  the  opinion  of  Baron        1859. 
Parke,  expressed  in  Gouldsworth  v.  Knights^  the  reversion  by       ^^'^"^ — ' 
estoppel  would  be  an  estate  in  fee  simple,  and  it  was  not  con-  ». 

I  &  VI  HO 

tended  that  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  was  not  suflScient 
to  pass  such  a  reversion,  had  it  really  existed. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Barber  v.  Pott.  /mm  a,  23. 

i-N  this  action  the  plaintiff  declared  for  money  had  and  re-  The  plaintiff, 
ceived,  money  paid  and  on  an  account  stated.  The  defendant  at  Liverpool, 
pleaded  "never  indebted." — Upon  which  issue  was  joined,     a'commlssion 


The  cause  came  on  for  trial  before  Byles,  J.,  at  the  Liver-  ^ester^to**"' 
pool  Spring  Assizes  1859,  when  a  verdict  was,  by  consent,  purchase  goods 
entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  108/.  7^.  7rf.,  subject  purchased 

goods  of  rari- 

to  the  opinion  of  the  Court  upon  the  following  case : —  ous  persons. 

The  plaintiff  is  a  merchant  residing  at  Liverpool  and  them.ofW.and 

trading  under  the  firm  of  "A.  Barber  &  Co."  The  defend-  out  invoices  in 

ant  is  the  official  assignee  under  the  bankruptcy  of  Thomas  and^drew  Simm 

E.  Pickford,  a  commission  agent,  residing  at  Manchester.  f^t^^""^*^ 

The  plaintiff,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1857,  occa-  '^^p  *»«»"§ 

sionally  employed  T.  E.  Pickford  to  purchase  goods  for  him  180/.  7«.  id. 

due  from  the 

from  different  manufacturers;  and  in  the  month  of  August  plaintiff  for 

goods  bought 

in  that  year,  the  plaintiff  employed  T.  E.  Pickford  to  pur-  of  W.  and  Co., 
chase  for  him  on  his  own  account  120  pieces  of  baize  at  accepted  a  bill 

nck     n  J  •  of  exchange 

695.  6rf.  per  piece.  drawn  byV. 

for  payment 
to  his  order  of  that  amount  at  three  months  date.  P.  not  havin?  paid  W.  and  Co.  they  claimed 
payment  from  the  plaintiff,  but  he  denied  all  knowledge  of  them  m  the  matter.  P.  became  bank, 
rupt.  At  that  time  the  bill  of  exchange  was  in  his  hands  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  his  official 
assignee  who  indorsed  it  and  depo^tited  it  in  a  bank,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bankrupt 
Law  Consolidation  Act,  1 849.  When  the  bill  became  due,  it  was  presented  by  the  bankers  and 
paid  by  the  plaintiff  W.  and  Co.  afterwards  sued  the  plaintiff  for  the  goods  sold  by  them,  and 
the  plaintiff  compromised  the  action.  The  plaintiff  then  brought  an  action  against  the  official 
assignee  to  recover  back  the  amount  of  the  bill. — Hdd^  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  either 
for  money  had  and  received  or  money  paid  to  his  use. 
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T.  E.  Pickford  accordingly  purchased  the  buze,  as  well 
as  certain  other  goods  which  he  had  also  been  employed  by 
the  plaintiff  to  purchase  for  him  ;  and  sent  the  plaintiff  four 
several  invoices  in  respect  of  the  baize  and  other  goods 
which  had  been  so  purchased  by  him  on  the  plaintiff*8 
account. 

The  first  of  the  invoices,  dated  the  18th  of  September^ 
18579  was  for  440/.  19«.9  and  comprised  48  pieces  of  the 
120  pieces  of  baize  so  ordered  as  aforesud  as  well  as  other 
goods.  The  second  invoice,  dated  24th  of  September,  1857, 
was  for  83il  8#.  lOd.f  and  comprised  other  goods  only.  The 
third  invoice,  dated  the  8th  of  October,  1857,  was  for 
250iL  17#.  3d,f  and  comprised  the  remaining  72  pieces  of 
baize  and  no  other  goods.  The  fourth  invoice,  dated  the 
17lh  of  October,  1857,  was  for  S2L  18#.  4d.,  and  com- 
prised other  goods  only.  The  baizes  and  other  goods  were 
delivered  according  to  the  invoices. 

T.  £.  Pickford  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  1857,  sent 
the  plaintiff  the  following  statement  of  account  with  refer- 
ence to  the  first  mentioned  invoice : — 

Messrs.  Barber  &  Co.  7S,  Greorge  Street,  !&Ianchester, 

LiverpooL  2l8t  Sept.  1857. 

To 

Thos.  £.  Pickford. 

1857,  To  goods  as  p>er  inyoice    .    £440  19  0 

Sept.  18th.        M    n     1  •/'  extra  disooant         4    8  2 

£436  10  10 

£.  £.    Manchester,  20th  September,  1857.  £436  10  10 

Thos.  £.  Pickford. 

This  statement  of  account  was  accompanied  by  a  bill  of 
exchange,  date  2l8t  September,  1857,  drawn  bj  the  said 
T.  E.  Pickford  on  the  plaintiff,  payable  six  months  after 
date  for  the  said  sum  of  436il  10#.  10^  This  bill  the  plain- 
tiff accepted  payable  at  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  and  Co.,  London, 
and  returned  the  same  so  accepted  to  T.  E.  Pickford. 

On  the  10th  October,  1857,  T.  E.  Pickford  drew  a  second 


Oct.  8th.        „  „  „  „       £250 

13 


4     0) 
3    3J 


250  17     3 


17th.        „  „  „  „         ...  82  18     4 


417    4     5 
Bj  draft  drawn  formerly  236  16  10 


£180    7    7 
Bj  accompanying  draft  .        .        .     £180    7    7 

T.  E.  P.    Manchester,  22nd  Octr.  1857. 

The  bill  of  exchange  for  180/.  7#.  7d.  was  dated  the  22nd 
October,  1857,  and  was  drawn  by  T.  E.  Pickford  on  the 
plaintiff,  payable  three  months  after  date,  to  the  order  of 
Pickford.  This  bill  the  plaintiff  accepted  payable  at  Messrs. 
Glyn,  Mills  and  Co.,  liondon,  and  returned  the  same  so 
accepted  to  T.  K  Pickford. 

There  was  a  custom  between  T.  K  Pickford  and  the 
plaintiff,  that  the  former  should  advise  the  plaintiff  when 
he  procured  the  discount  of  any  of  the  acceptances  of  the 
plaintiff.  This  course  was  usually  but  not  always  pursued. 
T.  E.  Pickford,  by  letter  dated  the  15th  October,  1857, 

VOL.  IV. — N.  S.  D  D  D  EXCH. 
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bill  of  exchange  on  the  plaintiff,  payable  four  months  after  1859. 
date,  for  the  sum  of  236/.  16*.  lOrf.,  as  appears  by  the  state- 
ment of  account  hereinafter  set  out  and  enclosed  in  the 
letter  of  the  22nd  of  October  hereinafter  mentioned.  This 
bill  also  the  plaintiff  accepted  payable  at  Messrs.  Glyn  and 
Co.,  London,  and  returned  it  so  accepted  to  the  said  T.  E. 
Pickford. 

On  the  22nd  of  October,  1857,  T.  E.  Pickford  sent  to  the 
plaintiff  a  letter  enclosing  a  bill  of  exchange  for  180/.  7s.7d. 
(which  he  requested  the  plaintiff  to  accept),  and  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  account : — 

Messrs.  Alfred  Barber  &  Co.  Manchester,  22nd  Oct.  1857 

To 

Thofl.  E.  Pickford. 

£    s,    d. 
Sept.  24.        To  goods  as  per  invoice  .        .  83  18  10 


Pott. 
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1869.        advised  the  plaintiff  of  bis  having  discounted  the  two  bills 
"r^^^      for  436/.  10*.  lOi  and  236/.  16i.  IW. 

Barbkb 

»j_  T.  E.  Pickford,  in  bis  own  name,  purchased  the  120 

pieces  of  baize  of  Messrs.  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.,  manofiBur 
turers  at  Manchester,  and  they  had  invoiced  the  baizes  to 
him.  None  of  the  other  goods  comprised  in  the  invoices 
were  purchased  of  Williams,  Scott  and  Co. 

T.  £.  Pickford  not  having  paid  Williams,  Scott  and  Ca 
for  any  of  the  baizes,  they  obtained  from  bim  the  name 
of  his  principal ;  and  on  discovering  that  the  baizes  had 
been  purchased  on  account  of  the  plaintifl;  they  by  letter, 
bearing  date  the  19th  November,  1857,  claimed  of  the 
plaintiff  payment  for  the  baizes,  and  inclosed  to  him  the 
following  invoice:  — 

1867.  £    t.    d. 

Sept.  15.        To  Goods.    P.  B 208  10    0 

Oct     6.  «        „  „ 208  10    0 


£417    0    0 


Terms : — Approved  bills  at  3  months  in  14  days  or  1|  */•  cash. 

The  plaintiff  wrote  letters  to  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.  on 
the  20th  and  23rd  of  November,  1857,  denying  knowledge 
of  them  in  the  matter,  and  denying  all  liability  to  them, 
and  refusing  to  pay. 

On  the  10th  December,  1857,  T.  £.  Pickford  was  ad- 
judicated bankrupt  by  the  Manchester  Conrt  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. 

The  bill  of  exchange  for  180/.  7s.  Td.  remained  in  the 
hands  of  T.  E.  Pickford  up  to  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy, 
and  was  then  taken  possession  of  by  the  defendant,  being 
official  assignee,  who  indorsed  the  bill  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing — ''Jas.  S.  Pott,  official  assignee  to  the  estate  of 
T.  K  Pickford," — and  deposited  -the  same  in  the  Bank  of 
England  at  Manchester  (that  being  the  proper  bank  into 


TRINITY    VACATION,    23    VICT.  763 

which  an  official  assignee  under  a  bankruptcy  in  the  Man-         1859. 

Chester   Court  of  Bankruptcy  should  pay  money  or  bills       )^^^    ' 

belonging  to  such  bankrupt's  estate),  to  the  credit  of  the  ». 

Accountant  in  Bankruptcy  for  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt. 

It  became  due  on  the  25th  January,  1858.     The  plaintiff 

had,  some  days  before,  provided  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  and 

Co.  with  funds  to  pay  that  bill,  as  well  as  other  acceptances 

of  the  plaintiff  payable  at  their  bank.     Accordingly  the 

said  bill  for  1802.  7s.  7d.  was  paid  on  presentment,  as  well 

as  the  other  bills,  in  the  regular  course  of  business. 

No  evidence  was  given  that,  at  the  time  when  the  bill 
of  exchange  for  1807.  7^.  7d.  was  presented  and  paid,  the 
plaintiff  was  aware  that  the  bill  had  remained  in  the  hands 
of  T.  E.  Pickford  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  or  that 
the  defendant  had  taken  possession  of  it,  unless  the  Court 
think  that  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  any  facts  herein  stated. 
The  presentment  of  the  bill  for  ISOi  7s.  7d.  was  made  by 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  whom  the  same  had  been  sent  for 
that  purpose  by  the  Bank  of  England  at  Manchester,  and 
the  amount  remitted  by  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  Bank 
of  England  at  Manchester,  who  placed  the  amount  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  Accountant  in  Bankruptcy  for  the  estate 
of  the  said  bankrupt. 

Williams,  Scott  and  Co.  commenced  an  action  against 
the  plaintiff  on  the  7th  of  May,  1858,  to  recover  the  said 
sum  of  417/.,  the  amount  of  their  aforesaid  claim.  The 
plaintiff  defended  the  action  for  some  time,  but  on  the  12th 
of  August,  1 858,  paid  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.  the  sum  of 
375/.  in  settlement  of  their  claim. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  present 
action  is  the  amount  of  the  bill  for  180/.  7^.  7d.  so  paid  as 
aforesaid  by  Glyn  and  Co.  on  account  of  the  plaintiff  to 
the  Bank  of  England. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether 

D  D  D   2 
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tbe  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the 
said  aom  of  ISOL  7«.  7iL,  or  any  part  thereof.  If  '*  jea,' 
the  verdict,  which  has  been  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  is  to 
stand  for  the  said  som,  or  for  so  much  thereof  as  the  Court 
may  think  fit  If  ^  nay,"  the  verdict  entered  for  the  plain- 
tiff is  to  be  set  aside,  and  a  verdict  entered  for  tbe  defendant 
The  Court  is  at  liberty  to  draw  any  inferences  of  tacL 


Manisty  {Baylis  with  him),  for  the  plaintiff. —  It  is  so 
established  rule  of  law,  that  where  a  person  employs  an 
agent  to  purchase  goods  for  him,  and  the  seller  deals  with 
the  agent,  supposing  him  to  be  a  principal,  although  the 
seller  has  debited  the  agent,  he  may,  upon  discovering  the 
principal,  resort  to  him  for  payment :   Thomson  v.  Daveit' 
part  (a).     Applying  that  rule  to  thb  case,  the  plaintiff,  as 
an  undisclosed  principal,  was  liable  to  Williams,  Scott  and 
Co. ;  and,  having  been  compelled  to  pay  them,  he  is  en- 
titled to  recover  back  from  the  defendant  the  ISOL  7s.  Id. 
which  he  paid  in  respect  of  the  bill  of  exchange  given  to 
Pickford.     [Martin^  B. — Suppose  the  plaintiff  had  given 
Pickford  money  to  pay  for  the  goods,  could  Williams,  Scott 
and  Ca  have  recovered  against  the  plaintiff?]     Heald  v. 
Kenworthy  {b)  decided  that,  where  a  principal  authorizes 
his  agent  to  pledge  his  credit,  and  the  latter  makes  a  pur- 
chase on  his  behalf  and  thereby  creates  a  debt,  the  principal 
is  not  discharged  by  payment  to  the  agent  if  the  money  is 
not  paid  over  to  the  seller,  unless  the  latter  by  his  conduct 
makes  it  unjust  that  the  principal  should  be  sued ;  as,  for 
example,  where  the  seller  by  his  words  or  conduct  induces 
the  principal  to  believe  that  a  settlement  has  been  come  to 
between  the  seller  and  the  agent,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  principal  pays  the  amount  of  the  debt  to  the  agent. 
Here,  Pickford  merely  held  the  bill  as  the  plaintiff's  agent, 
(a)  9  B.  &  C.  78.  (h)  10  Exch.  739. 


Babber 
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and  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his  debt  to  WUliams,  Scott       1359. 

and  Co.     At  the  lime  of  Pickford's  bankruptcy  it  was  not 

discounted,  Bnd  he  had  no  equitable  title  to  it  which  would  v. 

Pott. 
pass  to  his  assignees.     The  defendant,  when  be  deposited 

the  bill  in  the  bank,  should  have  given  the  plaintiff  notice 

of  the  deposit,  in  pursuance  of  the  41st  section  of  the 

12  &  13  Vict.  c.  106. 

Wilde  {Aspland  with  biro),  for  the  defendant. — The  bill 
was  not  given  to  Pickford  for  the  purpose  of  dischai^ng 
any  debt  due  to  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.,  but  upon  a  run- 
ning account  in  respect  of  goods  bought  by  Pickford  and 
invoiced  to  the  plaintiff.  When  Williams,  Scott  and  Co. 
called  upon  the  plaintiff  to  pay  for  the  goods,  he  refused, 
alleging  that  the  transaction  was  between  him  and  Pickford ; 
and  when  the  bill  became  due  he  paid  it.  That  was  a 
voluntary  payment,  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  consequently  the  money  cannot  be  recovered 
back :  Gibson  v.  Bruce  (a).  It  is  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff 
to  establish  that,  when  he  paid  the  bill,  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank  under  such  circumstances  that  he  had  no 
defence  to  their  claim :  Bradshaw  v.  Bradshaw  (b).  It  is 
not,  however,  shewn  that  he  was  under  ahy  obligation  to 
pay  the  bill.  The  defendant,  as  official  assignee,  dealt  with 
the  bill  in  manner  required  by  the  39th  and  41st  sections 
of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849,  and  there- 
fore an  action  for  money  had  and  received  will  not  lie 
against  him :  Murik  v.  Clarke  (c),  Priestley  v.  Watson  (rf), 
Horsfall  v.  Handley  (e).  Money  paid  will  not  lie  because 
there  is  no  privity  between  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff. 

Mamsty,  in  reply. — Bize  v.  Dickason  (f)  is  an  authority 

(a)  6  Man.  &  6.  399.  (d)  2  C.  &  M.  691. 

(b)  9  M.  &  W.  29.  (e)   8  Taunt.  136. 

(c)  10  Bing.  102.  (/)  1  T.  R.  285. 
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that  an  action  for  money  bad  and  received  will  lie  in  this 
case.  Then,  with  respect  to  the  coant  for  money  paid,  the 
indorsement  of  the  bill  by  the  defendant  was,  in  effect,  t 
request  to  pay  it  to  the  indorsees.  If  this  had  been  an 
accommodation  bill  in  the  hands  of  the  bankropt^  the  pUo- 
tiff  might  clearly  have  recovered  the  amount  as  money  paid 
for  his  use ;  and,  there  being  no  consideration  for  the  bill, 
it  is  the  same  as  an  accommodation  bill.  Neither  the 
bankrupt  nor  the  defendant  had  any  right  to  any  part  of 
the  money,  and  the  case  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  bill  de- 
livered to  the  bankrupt  for  a  special  purpose.  There  is  a 
privity  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  arising  oat  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  obtained  and  the  circumstance 
of  its  being  indorsed,  when  there  was  nothing  due  from  the 
plaintiff:  Bkaden  v.  Charles  {a). 

Martin,  B. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is 
not  entitled  to  recover.  The  facts  are  these : — The  plaintiff, 
a  merchant  at  Liverpool,  employed  one  Pickford,  a  com- 
mission  agent  at  Manchester,  to  purchase  goods  for  him. 
Pickford  bought  goods  of  varionv  persons,  and  amongst 
others  of  Williams,  Scott  and  Company ;  and  the  way  in 
which  he  dealt,  was,  to  make  out  invoice^s  of  the  goods  in 
his  own  name  and  draw  upon  the  plaintiff  for  their  amount: 
therefore,  so  far  as  appeared  by  the  documents,  Pickford 
was  the  seller  and  the  plaintiff  the  buyer  of  the  goods.  In 
October,  1857,  there  was  a  balance  due  from  the  plaintiff 
of  180/.  7#.  Id.  for  goods  which  had  been  purchased  of 
Williams,  Scott  and  Co.,  and  on  the  22nd  October  the 
plaintiff  accepted  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  Pickford, 
for  payment  to  bis  order  of  that  amount  three  months  after 
date.  Pickford  not  having  paid  Williams,  Scott  and  Ca 
for  the  goods,  they  claimed  payment  from  the  plaintiff;  but 

(a)  7  BiDg.  246. 
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he  denied  all  liability  to  them.  On  the  10th  December, 
1857,  Pickford  became  bankrupt.  At  that  time  the  bill  of 
exchange  was  in  his  hands,  and  it  was  taken  possession  of 
by  the  defendant,  his  official  assignee,  who  indorsed  it  and 
paid  it  into  the  proper  bank,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  Bankrupt  Act  The  plaintiff  was  possibly  not  bound  to 
pay  the  bill ;  and,  assuming  that  he  had  a  good  defence  to 
an  action  upon  it,  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  avail  him- 
self of  it,  but  has  voluntariFy  paid  the  money  to  a  person 
claiming  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  with  full  knowledge  of 
ail  the  facts.  It  is  a  clear  principle  of  law  that  money  so 
paid  cannot  be  recovered  back,  and  this  is  a  complete  answer 
to  any  action  against  the  defendant  to  recover  back  the 
amount  so  paid.  Then,  what  subsequently  occurred  ?  Wil- 
liams, Scott  and  Co.  sued  the  plaintiff  for  the  goods  sold, 
and  he  thought  (it  to  compromise  that  action.  If  the  plain- 
tiff was  in  the  situation  of  a  surety  for  Pickford,  his  right  of 
action  would  be,  not  against  the  defendant,  but  against  Pick- 
ford. It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  no  action  either  for 
money  had  and  received,  or  money  paid,  can  be  main- 
tained in  this  case.  I  also  think  that  the  doctrine  laid 
down  in  Thomson  v.  Davenport  (a)  applies ;  viz.  that  if  the 
principal  has  paid  the  agent,  or  if  the  state  of  accounts 
between  them  would  make  it  unjust  that  the  seller  should 
call  upon  the  principal  for  payment,  that  would  be  an 
answer  to  the  claim.  Therefore  Williams,  Scott  and  Co. 
could  not  resort  to  the  plaintiff  after  he  had  paid  Pickford. 
I  decline,  however,  to  give  judgment  on  that  ground,  since 
it  is  an  answer  to  the  action  that  the  payment  of  the 
bill  was  a  voluntary  payment,  with  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  circumstances. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  our  judgment 

(a)  9  B.  &  C.  78. 
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1859.       ought  to  be  for  the  defendant,  on  the  groand  that  the 
^^^^      plaintiff  has  no  cause  of  action.     I  gire  do  opinion  as  to 
^tf.  whether  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.  could  have  enforced  their 

claim  against  the  plaintiff.     Assuming  that  they  conld,  still 
this  action  is  not  maintainable,  because  at  the  time  the 
plaintiff  paid  the  bill  he  knew  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  official  assignee,  and  he  pdd  it  Toluntarilj.    That  being 
so,  it  is  a  well  known  rule  of  law  that  a  person  who  volun- 
tarily pays  money  to  another  cannot  recover  it  back.    If 
Pickford  had  continued  solvent,  and  the  plaintiff  had  paid 
him  the  amount  of  the  bill,  probaUy  the  plaintiff  would 
have  been  at  liberty  to  say  to  Pickford,  **  I  gave  you  this 
money  to  pay  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.,  and  not  having 
done  so  I  am  entitled  to  call  upon  you  to  give  it  me  back." 
But  under  existing  circumstances  all  he  could  have  said  to 
the  defendant  is,  '*  I  gave  a  bill  for  money  which  I  thought 
I  owed  Pickford,  and  you  are  his  assigpnee  and  have  posses- 
sion of  the  bill."     Therefore  this  case  cannot  be  decided 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  by  saying  that  if  Pickford  had 
received  the  money  it  might  have  been  recovered   back 
from  him.      It   appears  to  me  thattthis  was  a  voluntary 
payment  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  of  money  which 
the  plaintiff  might  have  refused  to  pay,  and  having  paid  it 
he  cannot  recover  it  back  again. 

Watson,  6. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Looking  at  all 
the  circumstances,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  On  the  22nd 
October,  1857,  an  account  having  been  stated  between  the 
plaintiff  and  Pickford,  this  bill  was  given  for  that  specific 
account.  On  the  19th  November,  Williams,  Scott  and  Co. 
made  a  claim  upon  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  the  goods 
sold  by  them,  and  on  the  20th  and  23rd  the  plaintiff  wrote 
letters  denying  all  liability  to  them.  On  the  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  Pickford  became  bankrupt     At  this  time  the 
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bill  was  in  his  bands,  and  his  official  assignee  took  posses- 
sion of  it  as  part  of  his  estate.  The  plaintiff  had  knowledge 
of  all  these  circumstances,  and  he  knew  whether  be  had 
authorized  Pickford,  as  his  agent,  to  purchase  of  Williams, 
Scott  and  Co.,  so  as  to  make  him  liable  to  them.  When 
the  bill  was  presented  to  him  he  must  have  known  that  it 
had  never  been  in  circulation,  because  there  was  no  indorse- 
ment upon  it  except  that  oif  the  official  assignee ;  therefore 
with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  he  elected  to  pay  it 
Then  is  he  entitled  to  recover  the  money  ?  Now,  it 
is  a  clear  rule  of  law  that  if  a  person,  with  the  know- 
ledge of  all  the  facts,  voluntarily  pays  money,  he  has  no 
right  to  recover  it  back  again.  If  a  person  pays  money 
under  compulsion  when  he  is  not  bound  to  pay  it,  he  may 
recover  it  in  an  action  for  money  paid  to  his  use.  But  how 
does  that  apply  here?  If  this  money  was  paid  to  the  use 
of  anybody  it  was  paid  to  the  use  of  the  bankrupt,  who 
ought  to  have  paid  Williams,  Scott  and  Co.  I  therefore 
think  that  neither  the  action  for  money  had  and  received 
nor  for  money  paid  will  lie. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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NFORMATION.— That  the  defendant,  before  and  at  S.  wis  a  partner 
the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  was  one  of  several  L.,L.andCo.; 

be  resided  at 
Nottingham,  the  other  partners  residing  at  New  York  in  the  United  States,  where  their  prin- 
cipal business  was  carried  on.  At  Nottingham  the  defendant  transacted  the  business  of  the  firm 
in  England  which  consisted  of  purchasing  and  shipping  goods  for  exportation.  No  money  was 
received  in  England  except  from  New  York,  l^he  profits  were  made  by  the  resale  of  goods  at 
an  increased  price  in  America.  A  large  part  of  the  profits  of  the  firm  in  America  was  made  by 
the  resale  of  goods  purchased  in  America,  France  ana  Germany. 

Held: — First,  that  the  firm  was  liable  to  pay  income  tax  upon  the  profits  realized  in  America 
upon  the  resale  of  goods  purchased  in  England  and  exported  from  thence. 

Secondly.— That  S.,  the  partner  resident  in  England,  was  bound  to  make  a  return  of  such 
profits  on  behalf  of  the  firm. 
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penoDS  carrying  on  jmnllj  and  in  copartoerdiip  a  ccftaio 
general  trade  or  businesB,  to  wit,  of  geneiml  merchants  and 
dealers,  in  Great  Britain,  to  wit,  at  the  Nmth  Ward  Sooth 
in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Nottinebam,  luider  the  name^ 
8  yie  and  firm  of  Lottimer,  Laige  and  Co. :  and  that  the 

defendant,  &c«,  before  and  at  the  several  times  resided  at 

in  Nottingham.  And  that  the  other  perscms  so  carrying  oo 
the  said  trade  and  business,  and  whose  names  are  onknown, 
before  and  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  readed 
in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  and  not  within  or  in  any  part  of 
the  United  ELingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  wit, 
at  New  York,  in  the  United  Sutes  of  America.  That  the 
said  copartnership,  before  and  at  the  several  times  hereb- 
after  mentioned,  were  chargeable  and  liable  tor  and  in 
respect  of  certain  of  the  duties  imposed  (by  16  &  17 
VicL  c.  34;  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  10;  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  24,  and 
18  &  19  VicL  c.  20X  for  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1S56,  in  respect  of  certain  profits  and  gains  arising  to 
them  as  such  copartnership,  according  to  Schedule  (D.) 
of  the  first  mentioned  Act,  the  said  trade  having  been  so 
carried  on  for  more  than  three  years  next  before,  and  ending 
on  the  5th  of  April,  1856 :  and  that  after  the  passing  of  the 
said  Acts,  and  within  the  time  directed  by  the  precept  of 
the  Commissioners,  one  Thomas  Underwood,  then  being 
an  assessor  of  the  duties  by  the  said  Act  imposed  in  and  for 
the  said  ward  within  which  the  said  E.  Sulley  so  resided, 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  April,  1856,  did  as  such 
assessor  leave  at  the  dwelling-house  and  place  of  residence 
of  the  said  Edward  Sulley,  within  the  said  ward,  a  certain 
notice,  such  as  by  the  said  Acts  and  the  Acts  incorporated 
therewith,  or  referred  to  therein,  is  required,  signed  by 
him,  and  requiring  the  said  E.  Sulley  to  prepare  and  deliver 
to  the  said  assessor,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  district  at  King's  Place,  in  Nottingham,  in  manner  by  the 
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said  Acts  directed  a  list,  declaration,  and  statement  which 
the  said  E.  SuUey  was  required  to  deliver  by  the  said  Acts, 
within  a  certain  time,  in  the  said  notice  mentioned  in  that 
behalf:  and  although  the  said  E.  Sulley,  according  to  the 
said  Act,  was  liable  to  prepare,  make  out  and  deliver,  and 
could  and  might  and  ought  to  have  prepared,  made  out  and 
delivered  to  the  said  assessor,  or  at  the  office  of  the  said 
ComroiGsioners,  a  true  and  correct  statement,  such  as  by 
the  said  Acts  is  required,  stating,  amongst  other  things,  the 
balance  of  the  profits  and  gains  arising  to  the  said  copartner- 
ship from  the  said  trade  and  business  so  by  them  carried  on 
as  aforesaid,  and  in  respect  of  which  said  balance  of  profits 
and  gains  certain  of  the  duties  by  the  said  Acts  imposed 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  April,  1856,  under 
Schedule  (D.)  of  the  said  first  mentioned  Act,  were  then 
chargeable  and  payable  to  her  Majesty :  and  although  the 
time  in  the  said  notice  has  long  since  elapsed,  of  which 
E.  Sulley  had  notice,  yet  the  said  K  Sulley  did  not  prepare, 
make  out  and  deliver  to  the  said  assessor,  or  the  Commis* 
sioners  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  or  to  their 
clerk,  &c.,  such  a  statement  as  aforesaid,  or  any  list,  de- 
claration or  statement  whatsoever,  &c.,  contrary  to  the  said 
Acts;  whereby  and  by  force  of  the  statutes,  &c.,  the  said 
E.  Sulley,  not  having  been  assessed  in  treble  the  duty  at 
which  he  ought  to  be  charged,  has  for  his  said  offence 
forfeited  the  sum  of  50/. 

Plea. — The  general  issue. 

The  question  was  raised  by  a  special  verdict  which  stated, 
that  after  the  passing  of  18  &  19  Vict,  c  20,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1855,  and  from  thence  until  the  exhibiting  the  infor- 
mation, the  defendant  resided  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  parish 
of  Lenton,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  did,  during  all 
that  time,  under  the  name,  style  and  firm  of  ^^  Lottimer,  Large 
and  Co.**  carry  on  business  in  copartnership  with  six  other 
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15^^^        penonSy  all  of  wham  £d,  dning  aD  that 
New  York,  id  the  United  Stales  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  in 
a  place  of  hamem  at  New  York,  in  the  United  Statei  of 


America,  where  thej  cany  on  boaineai  under  the  naaie  of 
**  Lottimer,  Laige  and  Co.;*  and  thej  ako  hnve  a  place 
of  bonnes  within  the  North  Ward  Sooth,  in  Nottingfan 
(in  wbidi  neig^boorfaood  the  defrndant  dwelli)^  owiMHiiig 
of  a  coonting-hooae  and  wairiioase%  with  the  name  of 
''Lottimer,  Larg^  and  Co.*  on  the  door,  and  whidi  are 
occopied  by  the  defendant,  and  br  clerks  and  aerrants 
employed  bj  him  on  bdialf  of  the  sud  oc^iartnershipy  for 
theporpoK  of  carrying  on  the  bisinesof  the  copartneidiip 
in  Efigbmd.  Books  of  acooont  are  kept  at  the  place  of 
bnsiiiefli,  which  merely  shew  the  |wiirhawiij  warehoose  ex- 
penses, and  the  remittances  made  from  New  York  to  pay 
these  itemsb  No  monies  are  erer  receired  in  England 
except  from  New  York.  The  copartnership  has  a  hanking 
account  in  their  name  of  **  Lottimer,  Laige  and  Col,* 
the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Banking  Company  in 
ham.  The  buriness  of  the  copartnership  in  England  is 
carried  on  by  the  defendant  and  other  persons  pnrdianng 
for  the  said  firm  goods  at  Nottingham  and  elsewhere  in 
England,  and  shipping  them  for  exportation.  All  goods 
are  sent  direct  to  the  port,  except  Nottingham  goods  and 
small  quantities  insufficient  in  themselves  for  a  package. 
The  goods  so  purchased  are  in  some  cases  sent  direct  by 
the  vendors,  on  behalf  of  the  said  copartnership,  to  the 
nearest  port  in  England  and  are  then  shipped  for  exporta- 
tion; and  in  other  cases  are  sent  by  the  vendors  to  Nottii^- 
ham  to  the  said  place  of  business  there  of  the  said  co- 
partnership,  and  are  there  packed  and  afterwards  exported 
by  the  defendant  on  account  of  the  said  copartnership. 
The  goods  so  purchased  are  in  no  case  manufiurtured  or 
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resold  in  England  prior  to  their  shipment  and  exportation, 
nor  is  any  profit  made  by  the  said  copartnership  by  means 
of  any  manufacture  or  resale  of  goods  in  England ;  the  pro- 
fits of  the  said  copartnership,  in  respect  of  goods  purchased 
in  England,  consisting  entirely  of  the  increase  in  price  or 
value  obtained  by  the  resale  in  America  of  such  goods  so 
purchased  by  them  in  England  and  exported  as  above  men- 
tioned. A  large  part  of  the  profits  of  the  business  carried  on 
by  the  said  copartnership  at  New  York  aforesaid,  is  obtained 
from  goods  purchased  in  France,  Germany  and  America. 
Remittances  are  from  time  to  time  made  by  the  copartner- 
ship at  New  York  to  defendant,  and  by  him  paid  to  the  said 
bankers  at  Nottingham  to  the  credit  of  the  copartnership ; 
and  payment  for  the  goods  purchased  in  England,  and 
for  the  cost  of  packing,  shipping  and  exporting  such  goods, 
and  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  said  business  premises 
of  the  copartnership  at  Nottingham,  and  of  carrying  on  so 
much  of  the  said  business  as  is  carried  on  in  England,  is 
made  by  means  of  checks  drawn  by  the  defendant  for  and 
in  the  name  of  the  said  copartnership  on  the  said  bankers 
at  Nottingham. 

It  was  further  found  that  profits  and  gains  have  arisen 
and  accrued  to  the  copartnership  from  the  trade  so  by  them 
carried  on  during  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1856, 
and  during  each  of  the  two  preceding  years  (the  trade 
having  been  during  all  that  time  carried  on),  to  a  large 
amount,  viz.  10,000/.  And  that,  if  all  the  persons  of  whom 
the  copartnership  consisted  had  resided  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  if  the  business  of  the  copartnership  had  been 
wholly  exercised  within  the  United  Kingdom,  the  copart- 
nership would  have  been  chargeable  and  liable  jointly  and 
in  one  sum  for  and  in  respect  of  the  duties  mentioned  in 
Schedule  (D.)  of  the  first  mentioned  Act,  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  5th  of  April,  1856,  in  respect  of  their  said 
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profits  and  gains.  And  further,  that  after  the  passing  of 
the  Acts  and  within  the  time  limited  by  the  precept  of  the 
Commissioners,  viz.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1855,  T.  Under- 
wood, an  assessor  in  and  for  the  ward  within  which  the 
defendant  carried  on  the  said  business  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  5th  of  April,  1856,  did,  as  such  assessor, 
leave  at  the  said  place  of  business  of  the  defendant  and 
personally  deliver  to  him,  within  the  said  ward,  a  notice 
requiring  the  defendant  to  prepare  and  deliver  to  him 
within  a  certain  time  a  list,  declaration  and  statement  which 
should  contain,  amongst  other  things,  an  account  and  return 
of  the  profits  and  gains  arising  to  the  copartnership  of 
Lottimer,  Large  and  Co.,  in  respect  of  the  bosiness  so  by 
them  jointly  carried  on  as  aforesaid  made  and  stated  bj 
and  on  behalf  of  him  the  defendant,  and  the  several  other 
persons  so  as  aforesaid  forming  and  constituting  the  same 
copartnership,  jointly  and  in  one  sum,  and  separately  and 
distinctly  from  any  other  duty  chargeable  on  the  same  per- 
sons or  either  or  any  of  them.  And  that,  although  the 
time  for  the  defendants  complying  with  the  said  notice, 
&c.,  elapsed  before  the  exhibiting  of  this  information,  the 
defendant  has  always  neglected  to  prepare  such  return. 
And  that  the  defendant  has  not  been  assessed  in  treble  the 
duty  at  which  he  ought  to  be  charged  by  virtue  of  the  said 
Acts,  in  case  he  ought  bylaw  to  have  prepared  and  delivered 
such  an  account  and  return.     But  whether  or  not,  &c. 


The  Attorney  General  (Sir  F.  Kelly) ^  with  whom  was 
Beavany  argued  for  the  Crown  (a). — The  question  is,  whether 
a  mercantile  firm  of  seven  partners,  of  whom  six  reside  at 
New  York  and  one  in  this  country,  is  liable  to  be  assessed 
to  the  income  tax,  in  respect  of  the  profits  of  the  firm,  under 


(rt)  In  Trinity  Term,  June  16.     Before  Pollock^  C.  B.,  Martin,  B., 
and  Watson,  B. 
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the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  35.  The  trade  consists  of  buying  and 
selling.  The  buying  is  carried  on  here  ;  the  selling  at 
New  York.  The  member  of  the  copartnership  residing 
here  has  a  warehouse  or  counting-house  for  his  clerks,  but 
only  for  the  purposes  of  buying  goods,  which  are  exported 
and  sold  in  a  foreign  country.  By  the  16  &  17  Vict  a  34, 
8.  2,  it  is  enacted,  that  the  duties  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
granted  and  made  payable  yearly  in  respect  of  the  several 
properties,  profits  and  gains  [comprised  in  Schedule  (,D.), 
'*  in  respect  of  the  annual  profits  or  gains  arising  or  accru- 
ing to  any  person  residing  in  the  United  Kingdom,  fi'om 
any  profession,  trade,  employment  or  vocation,  whether  the 
same  shall  be  respectively  carried  on  in  the  United  King- 
dom or  elsewhere."  By  this  the  duty  is  imposed  on  all 
persons  residing  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  it  applies  to 
all  trades  carried  on  by  such  persons  either  within  or  out  of 
the  Kingdom.  Under  this  part  of  the  Schedule  the  part- 
ner resident  here  would  be  chargeable.  The  Schedule 
goes  on  to  make  duties  payable  '^  in  respect  of  the  annual 
profits  or  gains  arising  or  accruing  to  any  person  whatever^ 
whether  a  subject  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  although  not 
resident  within  the  United  Kingdom,  from  any  property 
whatever  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  profession,  trade, 
employment  or  vocation  exercised  within  the  United  King- 
dom." This  would  impose  duties  on  the  partners  resident 
in  America,  in  respect  of  their  business  carried  on  here, 
subject  to  the  question,  whether  a  trade  carried  on  partly 
here  and  partly  in  America  is  included?  The  fifth  section 
of  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  34  provides  that  the  duties  thereby 
granted  shall  be  assessed,  raised,  levied  and  collected  under 
the  regulations  and  provisions  of  the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  35.  By 
the  100th  section  of  the  last  mentioned  Act:  ^' First  Case. 
— Duties  to  be  charged  in  respect  of  any  trade,"  &c.  Rule 
second.      **  The  duty  shall  extend  to  every  person,  body 
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politic  or  corporate,  fraternity,  fellowship,  company  or  soci- 
ety, and  to  every  art,  mystery,  adventure  or  concern,  canried 
on  by  them  respectively,  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere." 
That    is   intended  to   gnard   against    any   distinction  in 
assessing  the  duties  on  firms  or  individuals.     In  the  same 
section,  by  Rule  the  Third  of  the  **  Rules  applying  to  bath 
preceding  cases^  it  is  provided  that  *Uhe  computation  of 
duty  arising  in  respect  of  any  trade,  manufacture,  adventure 
or  concern,  &c.,  carried  on  by  two  or  more  persons  jointly, 
shall  be  made  and  stated  jointly  and  in  one  sum,  and  sepa- 
rately and  distinctly  from  any  other  duty  chargeable  on  the 
same  persons  or  any  or  either  of  them :  and  the  return  of 
the  partner  *  *  who  shall  be  resident  in  Great  Britdn  (and 
who  is  hereby  requhred,  under  the  penalty  herein  contained 
for  de&ult  in  making  any  return  required  by  this  Act,  to 
make  such  return  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  part- 
ners, &c.),  shall  be  sufficient  authority  to  charge  such  partners 
jointly.'*  It  then  provides  that  if  no  partner  resides  in  Great 
Britain,  their  agent  shall  make  a  return.     Thus,  in  the 
present  case,  if  all  the  partners  resided  at  New  York  their 
agent  would  have  been  bound  to  make  a  return.     The 
Fiftli  Rule  abo  shows  how  the  return  should  have  been  made 
by  the  defendant  for  his  partners,  as  well  as  for  himaelC 
Any  doubt  that  might  exist  as  to  whether  the  duties  are 
charged  in  respect  of  a  trade  carried  on  partly  in  one  conn- 
try  and  partly  in  another,  is  set  at  rest  by  section  106, 
which  provides  that  every  person  engaged  in  any  trade, 
manufacture,  adventure  or  concern,  shall  be  charged  by  the 
Commissioners  acting  for  the  parish  where  such  trade  shall 
be  carried  on,  whether  such  trade  shall  be  carried  on  whaOy 
or  in  part  only  in  Great  Britain.     The  words  in  this  sec- 
tion, *'  where  such  trade  shall  be  carried  on,"  include  trading 
carried  on  partly  here  and  partly  abroad.     Acts  of  buying 
alone  are  sufficient  to  constitute  a  trading,  though  no  goods 
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be  sold  ID  the  country.  Allen  v.  Cannon  (a)  shews  that 
such  a  trading  will  render  the  trader  liable  to  the  bankrupt 
laws.  Alexander  v.  Vaughan  (b)  and  Bird  v.  Sedgwick  (c) 
are  to  the  same  effect.  It  may  be  said  that  the  profits  con- 
sist of  money  received  in  the  United  States.  But  profit 
consists  in  buying  at  one  price  and  selling  at  a  higher  price. 
The  difference  between  the  buying  and  the  selling  price  is 
the  proBt.  Buying  and  selling  are  both  essential  to  the 
making  of  proGts  by  trading. 
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it  E.  Turner,  for  the  defendant — The  partners  of  the 
firm  of  Lottimer,  Large  and  Co.,  resident  at  New  York, 
are  not  liable  to  be  assessed  to  the  income  tax  in  this 
country,  and  therefore  the  defendant  is  not  liable  under 
the  5  &  6  Vict  c.  35,  s.  55,  for  having  omitted  to  make  a 
retara  of  their  profits.  The  question  is,  whether  a  trade 
can  be  said  to  be  exercised  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  consists  only  in  buying  goods  here.  Suppose  the 
owners  of  an  iron  foundry  in  the  United  Slates  employed 
a  person  to  buy  coals  here  for  the  use  of  their  furnace, 
would  that  be  a  trading  here  so  as  to  render  them 
liable  to  income  tax  ?  [Martin,  B. — Probably  not,  because 
their  trade  does  not  consist  in  buying  and  selling  coals.] 
The  words  of  Schedule  (D.)  of  16  &  17  Vict  c.  34,  "profiu 
or  gains  arising  or  accruing  to  any  person  residing  in  the 
United  Kingdom,**  shew  that  under  the  first  clause  of 
Schedule  (D.)  the  defendant  is  only  chargeable  in  respect 
of  his  own  share  of  the  profits.  As  to  the  second  clause, 
the  duties  are  granted  in  respect  of  trades,  &c.  ^*  exercised 
within  the  United  Kingdom."  A  trade  is  exercised  or 
carried  on  where  the  principal  business  of  the  firm  is  carried 


(a)  4  B.  &  AM.  418. 

lb)  Cowper,  398. 

(c)  1  Salk.  110;  and  see  Dod^ 
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on,  or  where  the  money  profits  are  realized.  Acts  impos- 
ing duties  should  be  construed  strictly.  IfFcUsan^  B. — Sup- 
pose a  merchant  buys  wines  abroad,  at  Bordeaux,  and 
imports  them  into  London,  he  carries  on  business  at  Bor- 
deaux. Carrying  on  business  does  not  consist  only  in 
realizing  the  profits.]  Here  nothing  is  sold  in  this  country. 
There  is  no  interchange  of  commodities,  as  would  probably 
be  the  case  in  the  instance  put.  '' Exercised  within  the  United 
Kingdom**  means  a  complete  exercise  of  the  trade  here. 


The  Attorney  General^  in  reply. — When  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  trade  is  buying  and  selling,  each  person  who 
takes  part  in  either  operation  is  a  trader.  If  the  defendant's 
argument  were  well  founded,  the  seven  gentlemen  in  ques- 
tion are  traders  neither  here  nor  in  America* 

Cur.  adv.  wit 


The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Martin,  B. — The  learned  counsel  on  both^sides  in  this 
case  have  stated  to  us,  in  writing,  the  question  upon  which 
they  desire  our  judgment,  viz.,  whether  the  defendant  is 
liable  to  make  a  return  of  the  whole  of  the  profits  earned 
by  the  firm  of  which  he  is  partner,  by  the  exportation  of 
goods  from  England,  and  the  sale  of  them  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  whole  firm  to  the 
income  tax.  The  material  facts  stated  in  the  special  ver- 
dict are  these :  The  defendant  was  a  partner  in  a  firm  of 
Lottimer,  Large  and  Co.  He  resided  near  Nottingham, 
the  other  partners  resided  at  New  York,  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  firm  had  a  place  of  business  there, 
and  also  a  place  of  business  at  Nottingham,  viz.,  a  counting- 
house  and  warehouse.  The  name  of  the  firm  was  over  the 
door,  and  they  had  clerks  and  servants  to  carry  on  the 
business,  and  had  a  banking  account  with  the  Nottingham 
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and  Notts  Banking  Company.  Books  were  kept  at  Not- 
tingham, but  they  merely  shewed  the  purchases  in  England, 
the  warehouse  expenses  and  the  remittances  from  New 
York.  No  money  was  ever  received  in  England,  except 
from  New  York.  The  business  of  the  firm  in  England 
was  carried  on  by  the  defendant  and  others  purchasing  and 
shipping  goods  for  exportation  ;  all  the  goods  were  shipped, 
and  none  were  manufactured  or  resold  in  England.  No 
profits  were  made  in  England ;  the  profits  arose  from  the 
increased  prices  obtained  on  the  resale  of  the  goods  in 
America.  A  large  part  of  the  profits  of  the  firm  was  ob- 
tained by  the  resale  of  goods  in  America,  purchased  there 
and  in  France  and  Germany.  Remittances  were  from  time 
to  time  made  from  New  York,  and  were  paid  to  the  Not- 
tingham and  Notts  Banking  Company.  The  goods  pur- 
chased, and  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  incurred  in 
England,  were  paid  for  by  checks  drawn  by  the  defendant 
in  the  copartnership  name.  The  substantial  question  is, 
Whether  the  firm  are  liable  to  pay  income  tax  upon  the 
profits  earned  by  them  on  the  sale  of  goods  in  America, 
bought  in  and  exported  from  England  in  manner  above 
mentioned. 

In  the  writing  signed  by  the  learned  counsel  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  defendant  is  liable  to  pay  income  tax  upon 
the  whole  of  the  profits  which  he  received  from  the  business 
of  the  firm,  and  the  first  part  of  Schedule  (D.)  in  the  se- 
cond section  of  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  34,  is  conclusive  upon 
the  point. 

The  point  in  controversy  depends  upon  the  second  part 
of  the  same  Schedule :  by  it  the  duty  is  granted  for  and  in 
respect  of  the  annual  pro/Us  accruing  to  any  person  what* 
soever,  whether  a  subject  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  and  although 
not  resident  within  the  United  Kingdom^  from  any  trade 
exercised  within  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  be  charged  for 
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every  20#.  of  the  annual  amount  of  such  profits*  Now 
supposing  the  firm  in  question  was  composed  of  a  single 
individual,  and  he  resided  in  New  York  and  employed  an 
agent  in  England  who  acted  in  the  same  manner  in  the 
purchase  of  goods  as  the  defendant  did,  we  think  there  is 
uo  doubt  that  he  would  exercise  a  trade  within  the  United 
Kingdom— he  would  exercise  in  England  the  trade  of  buy- 
ing goods  for  exportation  and  resale,  though  the  resale  was 
out  of  England,  a  well  known  and  extensive  trade.  There 
is  a  provision  made  in  the  100th  section  of  the  5  &  6 
Vict.  c.  35,  for  the  return  or  statement  to  be  made  under 
such  circumstances.  In  the  present  case  a  partner  was  the 
acting  manager,  and  we  think  it  quite  clear  that  every  ex- 
ercise of  the  trade  by  him  is  an  exercise  of  it  by  the  whole 
firm  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  that  they  all  exercise 
it  within  the  United  Kingdom.  This  is  corroborated  by 
sect  106  of  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  35,  by  which  it  appears  that 
there  may  be  a  trade  carried  on  partly  in  and  partly  out  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  yet  be  within  the  enactment.  It 
was  said  that  the  buying  without  selling  was  not  trading, 
but  we  think  buying,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  special 
verdict,  with  the  intention  of  selling,  was  trading.  The 
cases  cited  on  the  argument  shewed  that  the  defendant  was 
subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws  as  a  trader.  Suppose  the 
question  asked,  '*  Did  the  defendant  carry  on  trade  ?  "  the 
obvious  answer  would  be  in  the  affirmative,  that  "  he  carried 
on  the  trade  of  buying  goods  for  exportation." 

The  third  rule  of  the  third  set  of  rules  to  the  1 00th  sec- 
tion of  the  same  statute  shews  how  the  return  or  statement 
is  to  be  made.  It  must  be  made  by  the  defendant  being 
the  partner  resident  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  one  sum;  hot 
upon  payment  credit  should  be  given  for  the  payments 
made  by  the  defendant  in  respect  of  his  part  of  the  profits 
in  the  English  trade,  he  being  chai^d  with  that  in  the 
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amount  of  duty  imposed  upoD  himself  by  the  first  part  of 
the  Schedule  (D.) ;  or  perhaps  the  belter  way  would  be 
that  the  firm  should  be  assessed  for  the  profits  of  the  English 
trade,  and  the  defendant  separately  for  his  share  of  the 
German,  French  and  American  profits. 

For  these  reasons  we  are  of  opinion,  in  answer  to  the 
question  submitted  to  us,  that  the  defendant  is  liable  to 
make  a  return  of  the  whole  of  the  profits  earned  by  the 
firm  of  which  he  is  a  partner,  by  the  exportation  of  goods 
from  England  on  the  sale  of  them  in  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  whole  firm  to  the  income 
tax. 

Judgment  for  the  Crown. 
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(.'oRNMAN  V.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company.      •'«*•«  22. 

JJeCLARATION.— That  the  defendants,  at  the  time  The  defend- 

of  the  grievances,  were  the  owners  of  a  railway  on  which  J^ompany,  had 

they  were  used  and  accustomed  to  carry  passengers  and  f^J^^^g^J^fj^n- 

parcels  for  hire,  and  were  also  possessed  of  a  railway  station  "gainst  a  pillar 

*  r  ./  which  passen- 

and  platform  abutting  on   the  railway,  upon,  along,  and  gers  passed  in 

going  to  and 

over  which  all  persons  lawfully  being  at  the  said  station  coming  from 
were  used  and  accustomed  and  were  authorized  by  the  portable  weigh- 
defendants  to  pass  and  repass ;  and  whereas,  at  the  time  of  which  was  used 
the  committing  of  the  grievances,  the  plaintiff  was  expecting  p^ngen*^ 
and  about  to  receive  a  parcel  then  carried  by  a  certain  train  ^hf  foj^of" 
by  the  defendants  at  their  request  for  reward,  and  to  receive  y^^^j  Pf®", 

J  T  '  jected  about 

six  inches  aboYO 
the  level  of  the  platform.  It  was  unfenced  and  had  stood  in  the  same  position,  without  any 
accident  having  occurred  to  persons  passing  it,  for  about  five  years.  The  plaintiff,  being  at  the 
station  on  Christmas  day  inquiring  for  a  parcel,  was  driven  by  the  crowd  against  the  machine, 
caught  his  foot  in  it  and  fell  over  \t.—Heidy  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  negligence  to  go  to  the 
jury  on  the  part  of  the  company,  the  machine  being  in  a  situation  in  which  it  might  have  been 
seen,  and  the  accident  not  being  shewn  to  be  one  which  could  have  been  reasonably  anticipated. 
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:  ^id  platform  with  the  consent  of  the  defendants, 

^n  account  of  the  defendants*  careless  and  neglipat 
.onduct  and  want  of  due  precautions  cast  and  thrown  on 
the  weighing  machine,  &c. 

Plea,  not  guilty. 

At  the  trial  before  ChanneU^  B.,  at  the  London  Sittingi 
in  Trinity  Term,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1858,  he  went  to  the  luggage  counter,  at  the 
arrival  platform  of  the  defendants*  railway,  to  get  a  parcel, 
and  while  he  was  standing  there  a  train  arrived ;  the  pas- 
sengers from  the  train,  who  were  very  numerous,  pressed 
him  forward,  and  he  was  driven  against  a  weighing  machine 
on  the  platform  which  he  did  not  see ;  his  foot  caught  the 
comer  of  the  machine;  he  fell  and  broke  his  kneecapii 
The  machine  stood  against  a  pillar ;  he  would  not  have 
fallen  had  the  machine  not  been  there.  It  was  proved  that 
when  there  were  large  numbers  of  passengers  they  passed  on 
each  side  of  the  weighing  machine.  A  witness  stated  that 
at  the  Great  Northern,  North  Western,  Great  Western, 
South  Eastern  and  South  Western  Railway  Stations  the 
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weighing  machines  are  flush  with  the  floor.     At  the  Great        1859. 
Western    Station    they   are   inclosed  by   railings.      The 
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weighing  machine  which  was  used  for  weighing  passengers'  v. 

Eastern 

luggage  had  been  in  the  same  situation  for  five  years.  It  Counties 
was  a  portable  machine,  which  is  convenient  for  weighing 
passengers*  goods.  A  model  was  produced  shewing  that 
the  foot  on  which  goods  were  placed  for  the  purpose  of 
being  weighed  was  six  or  eight  inches  above  the  level  of 
the  floor  of  the  platform. 

The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury  that  the  weighing 
machine  was  a  thing  which  any  person  on  the  platform 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  and  therefore  that 
the  case  did  not  resemble  that  of  accident  from  falling 
into  an  unfenced  hole ;  that  one  Company  was  not  bound 
to  adopt  all  the  arrangements  of  another:  and  he  asked 
them  whether  they  thought  that  the  machine  was  so 
constructed,  and  in  such  a  position  as  that,  without  any 
negligence  of  persons  coming  on  the  platform,  accidents 
might  occur.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintifl^. 
Leave  was  reserved  to  the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  a 
nonsuit  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury. 

Ballantine,  Serjt.,  having  obtained  a  rale  nisi  accordingly, 

Parri/y  Serjt.  and  H.  James  now  shewed  cause. — Upon 
the  pleadings  it  must  be  taken  that  the  plaintiff  was 
lawfully  on  the  platform  with  the  consent  of  the  defend- 
ants. It  was  negligence  in  the  Company  to  place  a  weigh- 
ing machine  in  such  a  position  that  persons  on  the  plat- 
form are  liable  to  sustain  injury  by  being  driven  against 
it  by  the  pressure  of  great  crowds,  such  as  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  congregate  in  such  a  place  at  certain  times. 
The  verdict  of  the  jury  shews  that  the  plaintiflF  did  not 
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1859.       contribate  to  the  acckleot  bj  any  negUgenoe  of  his  awn. 

^^^'      [Bramwellf  B. — In  a  case  against  the  Sooth  Eastern  Bail- 
V.  way  Company,  tried  be&re  me,  in  which  my  brother  HiO 

CorxTiEs  was  counsel  for  the  Company,  two  flaps  on  the  platform  had 
been  imperfectly  turned  back ;  the  plaintiff  passing  along 
the  platform  tripped,  and  fell  in.  I  suggested  that  there 
was  no  defence ;  he  was  so  entirely  of  that  opinion,  that  be 
snbmitted  to  a  verdict]  If  a  dangerous  bridge  fall  in,  it 
would  be  no  answer  to  an  action  for  negligence  against  the 
person  who  put  it  up  that  ninety-nine  persons  had  previously 
passed  over  it,  if  it  gave  way  with  the  hundredth.  In 
Martin  v.  The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  {a\  the 
plaintiff,  in  running  along  the  platform  of  the  railway  to  get 
into  the  train,  fell  over  a  switch  handle ;  it  was  held  that 
there  was  evidence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants. The  plaintiff  there  was  on  a  part  of  the  platfonn 
where  he  ought  not  to  have  gone.  [Bramwetty  B. — That  case 
will  not  help  this  plaintiff,  because  there  was  evidence  that 
there  was  not  light  enough  to  enable  a  person  unacquainted 
with  the  premises  to  move  about  in  safety.  Watson^  B. — I 
have  always  thought  that  decision  wrong,  but  perhaps  it  may 
be  supported  on  that  ground.]  In  SouthcoteY.  Stanley  {b)  the 
distinction  between  a  visitor  and  a  person  invited  as  a  customer 
into  a  shop,  or  a  passenger  to  a  railway  station,  was  adverted 
to ;  but  it  was  said  that  a  person  in  the  house  of  another, 
either  as  a  visitor  or  on  business,  has  a  right  that  the  owner 
of  the  house  shall  take  reasonable  care  to  protect  him  from 
inj^iry,  for  instance  that  he  shall  not  allow  a  trap-door  to 
be  open  through  which  the  visitor  may  fall.  The  public  in 
general  know  that  the  platform  is  above  the  rails ;  therefore 
they  would  be  on  their  guard  against  falling  off  the  platfonn. 
The  real  question  is,  whether  the  property  of  the  defendants 
was  so  arranged  as  to  be  likely  to  produce  danger  to  a 
(a)  16  C.  B.  179.  (ft)  1  H.  &  N.  247. 
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person  situated  as  the  plaintiff  was.     [Bramwelly  B. — In  a 

case  in  which  I  was  counsel,  the  plaintiff  came  to  a  shop  to 

measure  a  picture  for  a  frame,  and  followed  the  defendant  9. 

Easterit 

over  a  counter.     He  dropped  through  a  skyh'ght.     There      Countibb 

,.«,,.     .^         ,  1  .     Railway  Co. 

was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  a  rule  to  enter  a  nonsuit 

was  refused.    The  difficulty  here  is  that  the  Company  could 

not  have  reasonably  anticipated  the  sort  of  accident  which 

happened.     The  weighing  machine  had  been  in  the  same 

situation  for  years  without  causing  any  accident  to  any 

one.]     That  was  a  question  for  the  jury. — They  referred 

also  to  Barnes  v.  Ward{Q\  and  T'oomey  v.  The  London^ 

Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  Company  (i). 

Ballantiney  Serjt.,  and  Holland^  appeared  in  support  of 
the  rule,  but  were  not  called  on. 

Martin,  B. — The  rule  must  be  absolute.  We  are  all 
of  opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  negligence  to  go 
to  the  jury.  The  railway  Company  had  a  station  which 
they  had  used  for  a  long  time.  They  had  placed  on  the 
platform  a  weighing  machine  for  the  purpose  of  weighing 
luggage  carried  by  the  trains.  It  was  a  large  machine  which 
any  one  might  see.  The  defendant,  on  Christmas  day  of 
last  year,  went  to  the  place  where  it  was,  and  fell  over  it. 
There  is  an  averment  in  the  declaration  that  he  was  lawfully 
there,  but  the  accident  happened  eitherfrom  his  being  pressed 
upon  by  other  people,  or  by  his  own  misfortune.  There  is 
no  evidence  of  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Company. 
No  doubt  if  there  had  been  an  open  place  on  the  platform 
through  which  any  one  might  have  fallen  without  per- 
ceiving it,  that  would  have  been  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  Company.    Here  however  the  platform  was  in  the  same 

(a)  9  C.  B.  392.  (A)  3  C.  B..  N.  S.  146. 
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1859.  condition  in  which  it  had  been  for  five  years.  The  accident 
was  one  of  those  misfortones  which  will  occsaionallj  occur, 
and  of  which  people  must  bear  the  conseqaences.  If  the 
CouvTiBi  accident  had  occurred  in  a  timber  yard,  or  in  any  other 
place  than  in  the  station  of  a  railway  Company,  no  one 
would  have  thought  of  bringing  an  action. 

Bramwell,  B. — I  ha^e  felt  considerable  doobt  whether 
the  rule  should  be  made  absolute,  not  fix>m  any  want  of 
inclination  to  take  care  that  railway  Companies  are  &irly 
treated,  but  because  I  think  that  all  the  ingredients  to 
make  out  a  case  of  negligence  against  the  Company  exist, 
except  that  proof  is  wanting  that  the  mischief  which  happened 
was  one  which  could  have  been  foreseen.  In  such  a  case  it 
is  always  a  question  whether  the  mischief  could  have  been 
reasonably  foreseen.  Nothing  b  so  easy  as  to  be  wise  after 
the  event.  But  here  no  witness  stated  that  he  would  have 
known  that  the  position  of  the  weighing  machine  was  likely 
to  cause  danger.  I  adopt  the  rule  stated  by  WUUanUy  J., 
in  Toomey  ▼.  The  Brighton  Railway  Company — **  It  is  not 
enough  to  say  that  there  was  some  evidence  ;  a  scintilla 
of  evidence,  or  a  mere  surmise  that  there  may  have  been 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  clearly  would  not 
justify  the  Judge  in  leaving  the  case  to  the  jury  ;  there  must 
be  evidence  on  which  they  might  reasonably  and  properly 
conclude  that  there  was  negligence.**  Here  the  evidence  was 
that  the  Company  might  reasonably  have  anticipated  that  no 
mischief  could  occur,  since  no  mischief  had  resulted  from 
keeping  the  machine  in  the  position  in  which  it  stood  for 
so  long  a  period. 

Watson,  B. — It  is  necessary  for  a  railway  Company  to 
have  a  weighing  machine.     In  the  present  case  thb  ma- 
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chine  was  close  up  to  the  side  of  the  railway,  quite  out  of 

the  course  of  the  transit  of  passengers  from  the  carriages  to 

the  outlet  from  the  station.     It  may  be  that  on  this  parti-  »• 

Eastern 

cular  occasion,  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of     Counties 
passengers,  the  plaintiff  was  driven  against  the  machine  ;  if 
so,  the  cause  of  the  accident  was  the  pressure  of  the  crowd. 
If  there  was  a  pitfall  in  the  direct  road,  or  close  to  the  road, 
the  cases  cited  might  have  applied. 


Channell,  B. — I  agree  that  the  rule  must  be  made  abso- 
lute. At  the  conclusion  of  the  plaintiff's  case  my  brother 
Ballantine  objected  that  there  was  no  evidence ;  I  was  of 
that  opinion ;  but  as  it  is  often  a  most  difficult  question 
whether  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  which  ought  to 
go  to  the  jury,  I  refused  to  withdraw  it  from  their  consi- 
deration. Some  of  the  cases  put  in  the  argument  have  no 
bearing  on  the  question.  If  the  accident  had  happened 
from  the  platform  being  so  constructed  as  to  be  insufficient 
to  carry  the  weight  of  the  persons  who  might  come  in  great 
numbers  on  a  particular  day,  that  no  doubt  would  have 
been  evidence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Company. 

Rule  absolute. 
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accBt  ID 
LoodoBof 
•oaelbreifw 
(mmtnoi  the 
stcaai'-sbfp 
«  B^''  being 
imCnietra  to 


X^ECLABATION. — Firat  ooont  an  a  policy  of  insoraooe 
io  the  usual  fomi,  dated  the  19th  of  Jaooarj,  1857, 
whereby  the  plaintiff  caused  himself  to  be  insured,  "  lost  or 
not  lost,  at  and  from  the  21st  day  of  January,  1857,  to  the 
20th  day  of  January,  1858,  both  days  ioclusiTe,  being  fiir 
bTiDs^Xr  ^^®  space  of  twelve  calendar  months,  in  port,  at  sea,  and 
at  all  ports  and  places  whatsoever  for  any  purposes  whatever, 
with  liberty  to  tow  vessels,  upon  any  kind  of  goods  and 
merchandize;  and  also  upon  the  body,  tackle,  apparel, 
ordnance,  munition,  artillery,  boat,  and  other  furniture  of 
and  in  the  good  ship  or  vessel  called  the  '  Butjadingen,* 
&c ;  the  hull  and  materials  valued  at  7000/. ;  machinery 

"th^d'SJdT^  at  4000i,"  the  assurers  acknowledging  themselves  to  be 

paid  the  consideration  at  and  after  the  rate  of  eight  guineas 
[)er  cent.,  to  return  lis.  Sd.  per  cent  per  month  for  each 
month  she  might  be  laid  up  or  be  in  port,  and  20«.  per 

capuin  of  the    ^cnt  for  uot  going  in   to  the  Baltic,  or  if  cancelled  notice 

•hip  mfomning 

him  that  the  Teuel  bad  been  agruimd  and  bad  received  some  wery  heavy  blovrs.  and  had  made  her 
wajr  in  a  sinkinii^  state  to  the  port  of  Carthagena,  where  she  then  was.  On  the  same  daj  the  plaintiff 
communicated  this  letter  to  H.  and  Co.,  bat  U.  and  Co.  did  not  communicate  it  to  the  defendant.  On 
the  1 6th  the  defendant  SCTced  to  become  an  inf  nrer  for  3000/.,  and  debited  H.  and  Co.  for  the 
premium.  On  the  22nd  the  plaintiff,  finding  that  no  notice  of  the  accident  had  reacbed  Loodoa, 
sent  an  extract  from  the  captain's  letter  to  Lloyd's.  The  defendant,  who  was  tben  for  the  first 
time  informed  of  the  fact  that  the  ship  had  been  on  shore,  wrote  to  U.  and  Co.  as  follows  :— 
•*  Understanding  that  the  ship  '  B.*  has  been  on  shore,  I  do  not  consider  that  mj  risk  oomnienees 
tintil  the  vessel  has  been  surveyed  and  repaired.**  This  letter  was  not  answered  bj  U.  and  Co. 
The  debit  of  H.  and  Co.  in  the  books  of  the  defendant  remained  till  after  the  losa.  The  ship 
was  surveyed  and  repaired  and  reported  to  be  perfectly  tight,  and  in  a  condition  to  undertake  a 
voyage  of  any  description  on  the  2drd  of  ApriL  After  several  intermediate  voyages  she  was 
totally  lost  on  the  9th  of  October,  1857. 

Held: — First,  that  the  concealment  of  the  information  received  from  the  captain,  that  the  ship 
had  been  on  shore,  was  a  concealment  of  a  material  fact  which  vitiated  the  policy 

Secondly. — That,  assuming  that  the  defendant's  letter  of  the  2'2nd  of  January  was  an  offer 
to  insure  on  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  such  offer  was  not  shewn  to  have  been  accepted  by 
H.  and  Co.  or  the  plaintiff. 

Qvare,  whether  H.  and  Co.  would  have  had  any  authority  to  accept  such  offer. 


to 

policy 
fiora  year^froa 
theaUtoT 
January,  1857, 
employed  U. 
and  Co.,  insur- 
ance brokers, 
to  eff4*ct  the 
tnsnrance. 
On  the  15th  of 
Janoary  H. 
and  Co  app 
to  the  defend 
ant  to  become 
%u  insurer. 
On  that  day 
the  plaintiff 
received  a 
letter  from  the 


TRINITY   VACATION,    2  3    VICT. 


'89 


to  that  effect  to  be  given  in  writing. — (There  was  a  running 
down  clause,  and  a  warranty  that  the  ship  should  not  sail  to 
certain  places  named). — Averments :  that  the  policy  was  un-  » 

Th  ORNTOlf 

derwritten  by  the  defendant  for  3000/.,  and  the  plaintiff  paid 
the  premium;  that  Unimo  Lubben,  H.  G.  Fantzen  and  others 
were  interested  for  the  said  period  of  twelve  months  and 
at  the  time  of  the  loss  after  mentioned ;  that  all  things 
happened  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the  benefit  of  the  as- 
surance ;  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  risk  the 
ship,  by  the  perils  of  the  seas,  was  wholly  lost.  Breach : 
that  the  defendant  hath  not  paid  the  said  sum  of  3000/1 

Second  count. — That  the  policy  being  so  made  and 
underwritten  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  amount  being  so 
paid  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  a  certain  fact,  to  wit, 
the  fact  of  the  said  vessel  having  been  aground,  and  being 
in  the  port  of  Carthagena,  requiring  certain  repairs,  had 
not  been  communicated  by  the  plaintiff  or  any  person 
interested  in  the  said  policy  to  the  defendant  at  the  time  of 
the  making  thereof,  by  reason  whereof  the  validity  of  the 
said  policy  was  questioned  by  the  defendant,  and  thereupon 
it  was  agreed  by  and  between  the  plaintiff,  to  wit,  on  behalf 
of  the  persons  interested  in  the  said  vessel  and  the  defendant, 
that  the  defendant  should  retain  and  keep  the  premium, 
and  that  the  policy  should  become  a  valid  and  binding 
policy  and  contract  of  assurance,  and  that  the  risk  under- 
taken by  the  defendant  should  commence  so  soon  as  the 
vessel  was  surveyed  and  the  repairs  required  properly  done, 
and  should  continue  from  thence  until  the  completion  of 
the  said  period  in  the  policy  mentioned ;  that  afterwards 
and  during  the  said  period  the  vessel  was  surveyed  and  the 
repairs  required  well  and  properly  done,  and  the  vessel  was 
then  in  a  sound  and  seaworthy  state,  and  thereupon  from 
that  time  until  the  happening  of  the  loss  the  policy  became 
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ISS9.  sod  vas  a  Ta£d  and  fitwling  apccflKiU  sid  contxact  of 
■■III  incg  to  the  ankxmt  of  ZOOOL ;  that  ibe  said  peraoos  m 
tbe  first  oocmt  meDtiooed  were  iotexcsted,  ftc;  that  vhile 
the  said  policr  and  agreemeot  vere  in  foil  (brce  tbe  iiup 
was  « boll T  loet.  Breach:  ooDpaTmentof  the^OOlM.  Third 
ooaot:  fbrmooeT  had  and  receiTed  and  CO  an  aocooct  stated. 

m 

Pleas:  Fint,  to  the  fint  eoont. — That  beibre  the  de- 
fendant became  an  assumi  on  the  policj^  the  plaintiff  and 
the  penons  interested  in  the  policjy  or  some  or  one  of 
them,  had  received  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the  Tessd 
informing  him  that  the  said  Tesael  had  been  agroond  and 
sostained^serioos  damage,  and  was  then  Ijing  in  Cafthagein 
barboor  needing  repair,  and  had  other  infarmation  as  to  tbe 
then  state  of  the  Tcssel,  whidi  was  material  to  the.  ridL,  and 
which  was  not  known  to  the  defendant,  and  the  said  letter 
and  information  might  and  ooold  and  ought  to  haTe  beeo 
communicated  to  the  defendant  before  he  became  an  assorer, 
and  the  said  letter  and  information  were  concealed  from  tbe 
defendant,  and  the  defendant  became  an  insurer  and  sub- 
scribed the  said  policy  in  ignorance  that  the  plaintiff  and 
the  persons  interested  or  some  or  one  of  them  had  received 
such  letter. 

Thirdly. — As  to  the  residue  of  tbe  claim :  the  defendant 
brought  into  Court  252L 

Fourthly. — As  to  tbe  second  count:  that  it  was  not 
agreed  as  alleged. 

Fifthly. — To  the  second  count:  that  the  validity  of  tbe 
policy  was  not  questioned  as  alleged. 

Seventhly. — That  a  fact  known  to  the  assured  and  not 
known  to  the  defendant  was  concealed  from  the  defendant, 
and  was  not  communicated  to  bim^  viz.  that  the  plaintiff  at 
the  time  of  making  the  policy  had  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  the  sbip^had  been  aground  and  was  in  the  port  of 
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Carthagena  requiring  repairs,  and  had  then,  knowing  it, 
concealed  that  fact  from  the  defendant,  the  same  being  a 
material  fact  to  be  communicated  to  him.  Thoenton 

Replication. — The  plaintiff  took  issue  on  the  first,  fourth, 
fiflh  and  seventh  pleas,  and  took  the  252/.  out  of  Court. 

Second  replication  to  the  first  plea. — That  afler  the 
making  of  the  policy,  and  after  the  defendant  knew  of  the 
concealment  in  that  plea  mentioned,  the  defendant,  for 
certain  good  and  sufficient  considerations,  agreed  to  waive, 
and  did  waive,  all  objection  to  the  validity  of  the  said  policy 
by  reason  of  such  concealment.  And  the  said  policy  be- 
came and  was  by  virtue  of  such  agreement  and  waiver, 
before  and  at  the  time  of  the  happening  of  the  loss,  a  good 
and  valid  contract  of  assurance,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
cealment in  the  plea  mentioned. 

The  plaintiff  also  demurred  to  the  seventh  plea. 

The  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  before  fVilks,  J.,  at  the 
Surrey  Summer  Assizes,  1858,  when  a  verdict  was  taken 
for  the  plaintiff  for  3500/.,  subject  to  the  following  special 
case : — 

The  plaintiff,  a  shipping  agent,  was  the  agent  in  London 
for  certain  persons  residing  at  Brake,  in  the  duchy  of  Olden- 
burg, owners  of  the  iron  screw  steam-ship  **  Butjadingen,'^ 
built  at  Shields  in  1855,  and  classed  A.  1.  at  Lloyd's.  In 
January  1857  the  said  owners  instructed  the  plaintiff  to 
renew  a  then  existing  policy  of  insurance  on  the  ship, 
which  would  expire  on  the  28th  of  January,  1857.  The 
plaintiff  desired  Messrs.  Hodges  and  Johnson,  insurance 
brokers,  to  effect  the  insurance.  Hodges  and  Johnson  pro- 
ceeded to  effect  the  insurance,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
15th  of  January  applied  to  the  defendant's  agent  to  become 
an  insurer,  but  he  did  not  then  agree  to  do  so.  On  the 
16th  of  January  he  agreed  to  take  3000/.,  and  the  usual 
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1859.        dip  was  theo  signed  bj  him ;  and  on  the  19th  of  Janoarj, 
18579  the  policj  mentioned  in  the  dedaratioo  was  duly 


»•  simed  by  the  defendant.     The  defendant  had  not  been 

TaoKSTos.     .  . 

in  the  risk  before.     He  had  no  notice  or  knowledge  that 


the  ship  had  been  on  Aare,  or  received  injoij  either  before 
or  at  the  time  of  taking  the  risk  or  subscrilHog  the  policj. 
The  steam-ship,  on  the  2nd  of  January,  sailed  from  Gibraltar 
to  Genoa,  and  on  the  same  daj  got  aground  on  the  Spanish 
coast.  On  the  15th  of  Janoaiy  the  plaintiff  receiTed  fron 
Mr.Wierichs,  the  master  of  the  ^  Butjadingen^*  the  following 

letter: — 

^January  6, 1857. 

^  Mr.  G.  RosselL  **  Carthagena  Harbour,  Spain. 

"  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  again  that  we  have  met 
with  a  very  serious  misfortune.  Under  way  from  Gibraltar 
our  ship  got  aground  on  the  2nd  instant,  about  9  p.m.,  on 
the  Spanish  coast,  at  a  place  called  Point  St.  Elena,  about 
the  south-western  limit  of  the  Bay  of  Almeira :  she  receiTed 
some  very  heavy  blows,  and  shaked  to  such  a  degree  that 
caused  the  ship  to  spring  a  very  serious  leak,  filled  the  aft 
part  of  the  ship  under  the  cabin  level  with  the  sea :  all  our 
pumps  were  only  sufficient  to  keep  her  afloat;  she  had 
stuck  fast  aground  for  about  twenty-two  hours,  when  a  sea 
came,  and  swung  her  round,  thus  moving  her  firom  her 
former  position.  The  engines  were  immediately  put  at  fiill 
speed,  which  enabled  her  to  get  free ;  and  once  more  under 
way,  and  in  a  sinking  state,  we  made  the  best  way  to  the 
first  port,  viz.  Carthagena,  where  we  thought  it  safest  and 
most  likely  for  repairs;  for  to  proceed  further  on  the  passage 
would  have  been  at  a  great  risk;  the  pumps  might  have 
become  choked  while  under  way,  and  then  no  doubt  the 
ship  would  sink. 

**  During  the  time  the  ship  was  aground  a  great  quantity 
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of  cai^o,  &c.,  was  thrown  overboard  to  save  the  ship.     We 

had  very  little  hopes  of  saving  her  at  the  time  the  sea  swung  ^^^^ 

her  round.  &c.  „     «'• 

Thorntok. 

"  Yours,  &c.,  in  haste, 
"To  Mr.  G.  Russell."  "  J.  H.  Wierichs." 

This  letter  was  not  shewn  to  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  on  the  same  day  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter 
to  the  owners,  accompanied  by  one  from  himself,  in  which 
be  said :  '^  In  the  absence  of  more  detailed  particulars,  it  is 
impossible  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  as  to  the  extent  of 
damage  she  has  received ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
Wierichs'  letter,  the  expense  of  repairs,  &c.,  whatever  they 
may  be,  will  fall  on  the  underwriters.  I  am  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  it  will  make  her  reinsurance  very  difficult,  and 
the  sooner  I  hear  from  you  on  this  point  the  better."  The 
plaintiff  communicated  to  Hodges  and  Johnson  the  fact  of 
his  having  received  the  master's  letter,  and  left  the  same 
with  them. 

In  January,  1857,  there  was  a  daily  post  from  Carthagena 
to  London.     The  average  course  of  post  was  eight  days. 

The  plaintiff,  on  the  22nd  of  January,  forwarded  to 
Lloyds  the  following  paper : — 

"Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Carthagena,  January  6th, 
1857,  from  (yaptain  Wierichs,  of  the  "  Butjadingen,"  to 
George  Russell,  the  owner's  agent  in  London. 

"  That  about  9  p.  m.  the  2nd  instant,  the  above  vessel  got 
aground  on  Port  St.  Elena,  on  the  Spanish  coast  (South 
Western  promontory  of  the  Bay  of  Almeira),  filling  the 
after  part  of  the  ship  under  the  cabin  level  with  the  sea ; 
but  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-two  hours  she  was.  again  afloat, 
and  in  a  sinking  state  made  Carthagena.  During  the  time 
the  vessel  was  aground  a  great  quantity  of  the  cargo  was 
thrown  overboard  to  save  the  ship." 
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Tbe  pTTirahn  of  Am 
eJjtd  the  '^  Canakr  Book, 


Od  tht  2Sik1  the  defendaif  s  leeat  ssw  the  nocacje  jd  Vbt 
Cmoahj  Book,  aad  cog.Mnniratrd  the  SHBe  i»  tfae  defead- 
am.  On  tiae  sune  ikj  the  dcieniiot  vroce  to  Hodges  sad 
JohxBOQ  a  ktter,  of  vhich  the  tiBumu^  is  a  copr. 

-Old  Swan  Whar^  2±Dd  Janoaij,  1S57. 
**Mf!flRrL  Hodges  and  Johiwnn, 

^Dear  Sn: — Understanding  that  the  steamer  'Bitt^ 
dmgen  *  has  been  on  shote,  I  do  not  cmridfr  that  bbt  lisk 
eommences  ontfl  the  vcasel  has  been  suneied  and  icyaiicd. 


«T.  Thornton.* 

This  ktter  was  icceiTcd  br  Hodges  and  Johnson  on  tfae 
same  daj,  and  was  not  answocd. 

The  defimdant,  on  the  16th  of  Jannaij,  1857,  driiited 
Mesas.  Hodges  and  Johnson  on  account  with  240£,  the 
amount  of  the  premiom,  the  balance  of  the  account  then 
being  in  fiiTonr  of  the  defendant.  This  debit  remained  tiD 
Aprn^  1858y  when  Hodges  and  Johnson  handed  to  the  de- 
fendant a  check  for  the  amount,  in  consequence  of  a  letter 
firom  the  defendant  infonning  them  that  he  was  adrised  to 
paT  the  amoont  into  Court. 

The  defendant  was  not,  prior  to  effecting  the  insoranee, 
aware  that  the  plaintiff  had  received  infonnation  of  the  ac- 
cident, nor  did  he  know  the  tact  tSL  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  action.  Until  the  22nd  of  Janoanr,  1857,  no 
information  had  been  received  at  Llojds  of  this  aocidenL 

The  ship  jnoceeded  from  Carthagena  to  Genoa,  and  then 
discharged  her  caigo.  She  coold  not  be  repaired  at  Genoa. 
She  therefore  proceded  to  La  Sejne,  near  Toolon  in  France, 
where  she  was  surveyed  and  repaired.  On  the  4th  of 
March,  1857,  she  was  surveyed  by  M.  Vidal,  a  sorfeyor 
appointed  by  the  agent  of  Lloyds  at  Toulon.     (The  case 
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set  out  the  surveyor's  report,  which  stated  that  the  repairs        1859. 
throughout  had  been  done  perfectly  effectively,  and  that  on       xT^^^^ 

the  26th  of  March  the  vessel  was  perfectlv  tiirht,  and  in  a  v. 

,    ,  Thoknton. 

condition  to  undertake  a  voyage  of  any  description.  The 
report  was  dated  the  2nd  of  April,  1857.) 

After  the  survey  the  ship  sailed  from  La  Seyne,  and 
arrived  in  London  on  the  26th  of  April,  and  after  several 
intermediate  voyages,  was  wholly  lost  by  the  perils  of  the 
sea  on  the  9th  of  October,  1857. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Court*  might  draw  any  inferences 
of  fact  which  a  jury  might  draw. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether, 
under  the  circumstances  before  mentioned,  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover  under  the  first  or  second  count  of  the 
declaration. 

Honyman  (with  whom  was  Maudt)  argued  for  the  plain- 
tiff (June  22). — As  to  the  first  count,  it  lies  upon  the  de- 
fendant to  shew  that  the  letter  was  material  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  defendant.  At  the  time  when  the  letter  was 
written  the  vessel  was  safe  in  a  port,  where  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed there  was  every  opportunity  of  doing  such  repairs 
as  might  have  been  necessary  to  enable  the  ship  to  proceed  in 
safety.  [  Watson^  B. — It  was  clearly  material  to  the  risk  that 
the  vessel  had  been  twenty-two  hours  on  shore  and  her  hull 
beaten  about.  The  defendant  ought  to  have  had  the  op- 
tion of  determining  whether,  after  that,  he  would  undertake 
the  risk.  In  Holland  I  believe  that  they  never  class  a  vessel 
after  she  has  been  on  shore.] — As  to  the  second  count:  the 
plaintiff  having  received  the  captain's  letter  sent  it  to 
Hodges  and  Johnson.  They  did  not  communicate  it  to 
the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  then  finding  that  no  intel- 
ligence had  reached  London  from  Carthagena,  sent  an 
extract  fix)m  the  captain's  letter  to  Lloyds.    The  defendant, 

F  F  F  2 


796  EXCHEQUER   REPORTS. 

informed  of  this,  wrote  to  Hodges  and  JohnsoQ,  "  I  do  not 
consider  that  any  risk  commences  until  the  vessel  has  been 
«»•  surveyed  and  repaired."     The  plaintiff  expressed  no  dis- 

sent,  and  allowed  the  defendant  to  retain  the  premmm. 
It  was  an  offer  to  which  silence  gave  consent  There  was 
from  that  time  a  new  contract  that  the  defendant  should 
keep  the  240/.,  and  that  the  risk  should  commence  from 
the  time  when  the  ship  should  be  surveyed  and  repaired. 
[Watson,  B. — It  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff,  at  any 
time  before  the  loss,  communicated  to  the  defendant  that 
the  ship  had  been  surveyed  and  repaired.]  Suppose  twelve 
months  had  elapsed  and  no  casualty  had  happened,  could 
it  have  been  contended  that  the  plaintiff  might  demand 
back  the  premium  ?  [Bramtoett,  B. — Suppose  there  had 
been  a  loss  before  the  vessel  was  repaired,  the  plaintiff 
might  have  said,  "  I  never  accepted  the  offer,"]  The  re- 
tention of  the  letter  is  evidence  of  an  agreement  to  waive 
the  first  policy.  The  plaintiff  has  been  prevented  from 
reinsuring  the  vessel  elsewhere.  There  is  evidence  from 
which  the  Court  may  draw  an  inference,  as  a  jury  would^ 
of  an  assent  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant's  proposal. 

As  to  the  demurrer.  Assuming  that  the  contract  in  the 
original  policy  was  avoided  by  shewing  that  any  material 
fact  was  concealed,  the  fact  of  the  plaintiff's  knowledge 
was  not  material  to  the  risk  the  defendant  incurred  by 
entering  into  the  agreement  on  the  second  count.  It  could 
not  be  material  that  the  defendant  should  be  informed  by 
the  plaintiff  of  that  which  he  knew  already  from  other 
sources. 

Bovill  (with  whom  was  C,  E.  Pollock^  for  the  defendant, 
did  not  argue  in  support  of  the  seventh  plea,  and  was  not 
called  upon  to  ai^ue  the  other  points. 

Cur.  (zdv.  vult 
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The  following  judgments  were  now  pronounced.  1869. 

Russell 

Bramwell,  6. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  «»• 

^  ^       ^  Thobntoh. 

18  entitled  to  judgment.     The  first  question  is,  whether  the 
letter  of  the  6th  of  January,  1857,  was  a  material  one  to 
be  communicated  to  the  defendant  by  the  plaintiff.     As  to 
that,  there  really  is  no  doubt  about  it.     It  is  impossible 
to  contend  that  a  letter  stating  the  fact  of  the  vessel  having 
been  on  shore  for  twenty-two  hours,  beaten  about  by  the 
winds  and  the  waves,  and  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  in  a 
sinking  state  when  she  was  got  off,  is  immaterial ;  or  that 
the  fact  was  one  upon  which  the  underwriters  had  not  a 
right  to  form  an  opinion  in  taking  a  risk  upon  a  policy 
in   which   there   was   to   warranty   of  seaworthiness.     It 
would  have  been  all-important,  even  if  there  had  been  a 
warranty  of  seaworthiness.     The  underwriters  might  well 
say,  **  You  may  patch  her  up,  and  make  her  seaworthy,  but 
she  will  never  be  as  good  a  ship  as  she  was  before  she  met 
with  this  calamity."    It  was  therefore  obviously  a  letter 
that  ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  defendant. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  has  made  out 
a  contract,  as  alleged  in  the  second  count.  It  seems  to  me 
that  he  has  not.  To  this,  as  to  all  other  contracts,  there 
must  be  two  contracting  parties.  Now  what  are  the  facts 
of  the  case?  The  original  policy  was  void,  and  con- 
sequently the  plaintiff  (there  being  no  fraud  suggested) 
was  entitled  to  receive  back  his  premium.  The  defend- 
ant writes  a  letter,  and  says,  "  Understanding  that  the 
steamer  had  been  on  shore,  I  do  not  consider  that  my  risk 
commences  until  the  vessel  has  been  surveyed  and  repaired." 
ITiat  was  an  offer  by  him  to  be  an  insurer  for  the  year ; 
that  is,  to  the  end  of  the  original  year,  for  the  premium 
which  he  had  received,  but  conditionally  on  the  vessel  being 
surveyed  and  repaired,  and  the  risk  commencing  from  that 
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time  only.    Therefore  it  was  a  proposal  for  an  entirely  new 
contract.     Now  whether,  if  this  had  been  accepted  by  the 
^     «"•  plaintiff,  it  would  have  constituted  a  sood  contmct  of  in- 

Thoenton.  .     .  . 

surance,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say.     Assuming,  however, 

that  if  it  had   been  communicated   to  the  plaintiff,  and 
assented  to  by  him,  it  would  have  been  a  good  contract  of 
insurance,  it  never  was  communicated  to  the  plaintiff,  but 
only  to  Messrs.  Hodges  and  Johnson,  the  plaintiOTs  bro- 
kers, who  effected  the  original  insurance.    I  doubt  whether 
they  were  competent  to  make  this  new  contract  on  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff,  because  they  could  only  do  so  upon  the 
terms   that    the  original  policy  of   insurance  should  be 
considered  as  vacated.     I  doubt  whether  they  had  any 
authority  from  the  plaintiff  to  agree  that  the  first^  policy 
was  void  for  the  reason  stated  by  the  defendant,  in  his 
letter  of  the  22nd  January,   1857.     But  assuming  that 
letter  to  have  been  written  to  the  plaintiff,  and  received 
by  him  when  it  was  received  by  Hodges  and  Johnson, 
neither  he  nor  they  took  any  notice  whatever  of  it ;  they 
give  no  answer  to  it  of  any  sort;  they  do  nothing,  and 
they  say  nothing.     Then  how  can  it  be  said  that  the  offer 
was  accepted?    Mr.  Honyman  says  silence  gives  consent 
In   some   cases   it  may;  for  instance,   where   there   is  a 
duty  to  speak,  and  the  party  does  not,  an  assent  may  be 
inferred  from  his  silence.     But,  in  this  case,  when  did  the 
silence  give  the  consent?     At  the  end  of  a  day,  a  week,  or 
a  month?     Why  at  one  of  those  times  more  than  another? 
If  not  at  the  end  of  a  month,  why  at  the  end  of  six  months? 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  has  been  no  assent  to 
the   proposition   contained  in  this  letter  of  the  22nd  of 
January.     Suppose,  before  the  vessel  had  been  surveyed 
and  repaired,  she  had  met  with  some  accident  either  on  her 
voyage  to  Genoa,  or  on  her  subsequent  voyage  to  the  port 
where  she  was  surveyed  and  repaired,  what  would  there 
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have  been  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  saying,  *^  I  never 
assented  to  the  old  policy  being  at  an  end,  and  I  insist 
that  it  is  still  in  force;  you  shall  pay  me  for  the  loss.'*  «»• 

There  is  nothing  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff  would  not  have 
been  at  liberty  to  say,  down  to  the  last  moment,  ^^  The 
policy  is  in  force,  and  I  insist  on  your  obligations  being 
fulfilled."  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that,  treating  the 
letter  of  the  22nd  January  as  an  offer  by  the  defendant,  it 
never  was  accepted  by  the  plaintiff,  and  consequently  there 
was  no  contract  between  the  parties.  Mr.  Hanyman  said 
it  is  inconceivable  that,  if  the  vessel  had  sustained  no 
damage  at  all,  after  the  year  was  out  the  plaintiff  might 
have  gone  to  the  defendant  and  insisted  upon  having  the 
premium  back.  But  I  think  the  plaintiff  would  have  heed 
at  liberty  to  do  so.  Therefore  in  my  opinion  the  plaintiff 
is  not  entitled  to  recover  on  the  second  count.  I  entertain 
great  doubt  whether  Hodges  and  Johnson  ever  intended 
to  accept  the  offer ;  and,  so  far  as  it  is  a  question  of  fact,  I 
should  have  found  the  contrary.  Looking  at  the  ordinary 
way  in  which  business  is  done,  it  is  inconceivable  that,  if 
they  intended  that  the  offer  should  be  accepted,  they 
should  not  have  communicated  it  to  the  plaintiff,  their 
principal,  and  that  they  should  not  have  written  to  the 
defendant.  The  inference  I  draw  is,  that,  knowing  that 
they  ought  to  have  communicated  the  captain's  letter  of  the 
6th  of  January  to  the  defendant,  they  did  not  like  to  tell 
the  plaintiff  what  had  taken  place,  or  to  shew  the  defend- 
ant's letter  to  him.  They  did  not  like  to  write  to  the 
defendant  and  say,  "  We  accept  your  offer,"  because  they 
knew,  if  they  did,  they  would  leave  the  vessel  uninsured 
until  after  she  should  have  been  surveyed  and  repaired.  I 
think  that  they  meant  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents ; 
that  it  would  not  be  found  out;  and  that  after  all,  if  it  were, 
the  defendant  was  wrong  in  saying  this  letter  was  material. 
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ROSSKLL 

V. 

Thoknton. 


Why  did  they  not  write  to  the  defendant  after  the  Tcaed 
was  surveyed  and  repaired?  They  might  have  said,  ** The 
ship  is  surveyed  and  repaired ;  we  can  now  accept  yoor 
offer."  As  I  said  before,  that  would  have  been  a  sort  of 
acknowledgment  on  their  part  that  they  had  done  some- 
thing wrong ;  so  they  thought  they  had  better  say  nothing 
about  it  If  this  be  a  question  of  fact,  I  do  not  find  that 
this  offer  was  accepted,  but  the  contrary.  I  cannot  believe 
that  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  Hodges  and  Johnson  to 
accept  it  they  would  have  acted  as  they  did.  Therefore^ 
whether  this  is  a  question  of  law  or  of  fact,  or  both,  I  hold 
that  the  plaintiff  has  not  made  out  his  second  count 

Then,  as  to  the  demurrer  to  the  seventh  plea.  If  the 
plea  amounts  to  anything  it  is  a  demurrer  to  the  declaration, 
because  it  does  not  add  a  new  fact  at  all ;  therefore  it  seems 
to  me  a  bad  plea.  Therefore  on  the  first  two  counts  there 
will  be  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  for  the  plaintiff  on 
the  demurrer  to  the  seventh  plea. 


Watson,  B. — As  to  the  first  count,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  judgment  must  be  given  for  the  defendant  on  the 
ground  of  concealment  Now,  in  order  to  sustain  a  defence 
on  that  ground,  it  must  be  shewn  that  a  material  fact  was 
concealed.  I  do  not  know  what  is  material  if  the  fiict 
here  concealed  was  not  so,  in  a  time  policy  where  there  is 
no  warranty  of  seaworthiness.  That  disposes  of  the  first 
count. 

The  second  count  is  supposed  to  be  supported  by  a 
letter  written  on  the  22nd  of  January,  the  policy  being 
dated  on  the  19th. — (His  lordship  read  the  letter.)  Now 
is  that  an  offer  to  the  plaintiff  that,  on  the  plaintiff's 
abandoning  the  insurance  quoad  the  time  between  the 
19th  of  January  and  the  time  of  the  repairing  of  the 
vessel,  the  insurance  should  stand  good  firom  that  time  and 
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afterwards?      I  think  not.      I  consider  it  is  merely  an 
expression  of  opinion  that,   inasmuch   as  the  vessel  was 

damaged,  the  policy  would  not  attach  until  she  was  repaired.  o. 

Tr  u  ......  Thobkton. 

It  ttiat  was  his  opinion,  it  is  an  erroneous  one,  because  the 
policy  was  void  ab  initio,  and  never  took  effect  at  all.  But 
take  it  most  favourably  for  the  plaintiff;  it  is  an  offer  that 
he  would  agree  to  stand  to  the  insurance  after  the  vessel 
was  repaired,  though  the  original  policy  was  void.  That  is 
a  new  contract  It  is  not  a  waiver  of  part  of  the  contract, 
but  it  is  substantially  a  new  contract.  "  Whereas  you  were 
insured  from  the  20th  of  January,  1857,  to  the  20th 
January,  1858,  and  that  policy  is  void:  I  will  agree  that 
there  shall  be  a  valid  and  subsisting  contract  from  the  day 
when  the  ship  is  repaired ;  that  is,  from  the  2nd  of  April, 
1857,  to  the  20th  of  January,  1858.  In  order  to  make  a 
contract,  two  parties  must  concur.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
any  assent  by  Hodges  and  Johnson  would  have  been  suflS- 
cient.  They  were  agents  to  effect  the  policy,  and  when 
they  had  done  so  their  duty  was  at  an  end,  according  to  my 
view  of  the  matter,  and  they  had  no  power  to  alter  a  con- 
tract from  the  20th  January,  1857,  to  the  20th  January, 
185S,  to  one  from  April,  1857,  to  January,  1858,  or  to 
release  the  defendant  from  the  20th  January  to  the  time 
the  ship  was  repaired.  But  suppose  they  had  such  authority, 
their  duty  would  have  been  to  communicate  with  the  de- 
fendant:— ^*  True  it  is,  we  admit  that  there  was  concealment ; 
the  policy  is  void,  but  you  may  keep  the  premiums,  and 
we  will  agree  to  accept  your  offer  that  from  the  time  of  the 
repairs  downwards  you  will  be  liable."  They  did  not  do  this. 
There  are  several  circumstances  which  lead  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  Hodges  and  Johnson  (I  infer  this  as  a 
matter  of  fact)  intended  to  hold  the  defendant  to  his  liabi* 
lity  on  the  original  policy.  The  vessel  was  to  undergo 
certain  repairs.     No  notice  was  ever  given  by  them  to  the 
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defendant  that  she  was  about  to  be  repaired,  or  was  under 
repair,  or  that  she  was  repaired ;  and  sarel  j,  when  a  Tessel 

^    '•  had  received  the  serious  injory  on  the  beach  that  this  Tessel 

Tboaktov.  ^  . 

had  previous  to  the  6th  of  January,  notice  should  have  been 
given  to  the  defendant  in  order  that  he  might  take  part  in 
inspecting  and  surveying  her,  and  seeing  whether  she  was 
property  repaired  before  he  would  hold  himself  liable  under 
the  terms  of  his  letter.  No  notice  was  ever  taken  of  the 
de£endant*s  offer  by  the  plaintiff  or  by  any  person  until  the 
loss  had  taken  place  in  October. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  the  defendant's  letter  as  a 
waiver  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  it  would  not  do.  It  was 
not  argued,  and  I  confess  I  am  satisfied  that  the  defendant 
must  have  judgment 

As  to  the  seventh  plea,  I  decline  to  give  any  opinion 
upon  it,  as  I  have  not  considered  it.  But  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  it  had  been  maintainable  in  the  least  degree,  Mr. 
Bavill  would  not  have  given  it  up. 

CnANKELL,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  judgment.  The  first  count  is  founded  on  a 
policy,  dated  the  19th  of  January,  1857,  which  is  a  time 
policy,  covering  a  risk  firom  the  20th  January,  1857,  to 
the  20th  January,  1858.  The  question  arises,  whether  or 
not  the  omission  to  communicate  the  information  conveyed 
by  the  letter  of  the  6th  January,  1857,  avoids  the  policy; 
or,  in  other  words,  whether  the  information  contained  in 
the  letter  was  material  to  be  communicated  to  the  defendant, 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  risk  he  was  taking  on 
himself.  I  agree  with  the  rest  of  the  Court,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  look  at  the  terms  of  the  letter  and  avoid  coming 
to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  most  material  to  be  commo- 
nicated  to  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  himself,  in  com* 
municating  and  sending  a  copy  of  it  to  his  own  agents, 
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Hodges  and  Johnson,  thought  the  information  most  mate- 
riaL  I  acquit  him  of  anj  charge  of  fraud.  I  rather 
remain  under   the  belief  that  the  plaintiff  expected  that  v, 

Thorntom 

his  brokers  would  have  communicated  the  letter  to  the 
defendant.  On  the  first  count,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
our  judgment 

The  question  as  to  the  second  count  turns  principally  on 
the  effect  we  are  to  give  to  the  letter  of  the  22nd  January, 
1857,  in  connection  with  what  preceded  it  and  immediately 
followed  it  If  that  letter  is  to  be  taken  as  an  expression 
of  the  defendant's  opinion,  an  opinion  which  may  have 
been  correct  or  incorrect,  as  to  his  liability  on  the  policy 
of  January,  1857,  then  the  whole  foundation  of  the  defen- 
dant's liability  on  the  second  count  entirely  fails.  If  it  gives 
the  plaintiff  a  right  at  all,  it  must  be  on  the  supposition  that 
it  was  intended  to  lead  to  a  new  contract  If  so,  it  is  simply 
a  proposal,  and  we  have  to  see  whether  or  not  that  pro- 
posal was  accepted.  That  may  involve  considerations  of 
law  or  fact,  or  a  mixed  consideration  of  law  and  fact.  I 
avoid  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  question  whether  or 
not,  if  Hodges  and  Johnson  had  distinctly  assented  to 
it,  it  would  have  been  binding  on  the  plaintiff.  If  the 
plaintiff  was  not  bound  by  the  contract,  the  defendant 
was  not.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  when 
they  had  once  made  a  contract  of  insurance,  valid  on 
the  face  of  it,  liable  to  be  defeated  only  by  their  fault 
in  not  having  communicated  something  material  to  the 
risk,  that  then  their  authority  was  at  an  end,  and  they 
had  no  right  to  make  a  new  contract  for  their  principal. 
But  supposing  that  they  may  have  had  authority,  what 
did  they  do  ?  They  neither  answered  this  letter,  nor  com- 
municated it  to  the  plaintiff.  But  it  is  said,  inasmuch  as 
the  premiums  had  been  credited  (it  is  never  pretended  that 
they  were  paid)  on  the  original  policy,  and  those  prcmi- 
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nms  haTiog  been  retained  for  a  certain  time — that  is,  the 

amoont  debited  to  Hodges  and  Johnson  not  having  been 

».  struck  out,  there  was  evidence  of  an  acceptance  of  the 

Thobvtos.  '^ 

contract  Bat  I  look  in  vain  for  any  evidence  that  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  one  hand,  or  Hodges  and  Johnson  on  the 
other,  ever  assented  to  the  proposition  that  the  premiums 
retained  should  be  retained  on  the  footing  of  that  which  is 
said  to  have  been  the  new  contract  In  order  to  make  a 
valid  contract,  there  must  be  not  only  a  proposition  on  the 
one  hand,  but  an  acceptance  on  the  other;  therefore  if  this 
is  matter  of  law,  the  conclusion  I  come  to  is  that  no  new 
contract  was  created  by  the  letter  of  the  22nd  of  January. 
But  if  the  question  is  one  of  fact,  I  decline  to  draw  any 
such  inference,  because  I  can  see  some  ground  why  Hodges 
and  Johnson  did  not  in  terms  accept  this  proposal,  and  why 
they  did  not  communicate  to  their  principal,  the  plaintiff, 
that  such  a  letter  had  been  received  until  after  the  defendant 
had  declined  to  settle  the  loss,  and  the  information  could 
no  longer  be  withheld.  On  these  several  grounds  I  am  of 
opinion  the  judgment  of  the  Court  should  be  in  fiivonr  of 
the  defendant 

On  the  seventh  plea  to  the  last  count  I  say  nothing.  I 
am  not  quite  satisfied  what  is  the  true  construction  to  be 
placed  on  the  language  of  the  plea ;  but  I  consider,  either 
that  it  is  withdrawn,  or  that  Mr.  BavUlasaents  to  our  giving 
judgment  against  him. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant  on  all  the  issues, 
except  those  on  the  second  and  sixth 
pleas;  and  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  de- 
murrer  to  the  seventh  plea. 
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1859. 


John  Habrison  v.  Hyde.  June  22. 


E 


JECTMENT  for  land  in  the  county  of  Northampton.  H-» '?  ^^<^* 

•^  *  purchased  a 

At  the  trial  before  Erk,  J.,  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  at  field  called 
Northampton,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  by  Clote,**  con- 
the  plaintiff,  as  heir  at  law  of   one  James  Harrison,  to  1  a.  2  &.  12  p. 
recover  a  piece  of  land  containing  1a.  2r.  12  p.,  which  was  copyhold 
formerly  belonged  to  the  said  James  Harrison.     The  de-  tTclwure!* 
fendant  began,  and  proved  that  in  the  year  1800  James  'eii**foJIIl|°® 
Harrison  purchased  from  one  Hartwell  the  land  in  question,  *f/^JJ*™ 
which  was  an  old  inclosure,  called  Tip  Brook  Close,  copy*  ^im  ^i  the 

Commissioners 

hold  of  the  manor  of  Raund.   It  was  bounded  on  the  north  under  an 
by  a  stream  called  Tip  Brook.     The  land  along  the  brook  The  testator 
was  often  called  Tip  Fields.     In  December  of  the  same  allotment.^ 
year  a  close,  containing  fourteen   acres,  was  allotted   to  contain^? 
James  Harrison  by  the  award  of  the  Commissioners,  under  ^^^l  ™*** 
an  Act  for  enclosing  Raund's  Fields,  in  respect  of  other  pro-  *^'^^®  ^^' 
perty.     Shortly  afterwards  he  divided  this  close  into  two  pasture,  and 

made  a  com- 
parts, and  converted  about  nine  acres  of  it  into  an  arable  munication 

field  called  Scaley  Close.     The  other  portion,  of  rather  the  old  inclo- 

more  than  four  acres,  he  converted  into  sward.     The  ex-  Jhort  passage, 

tremity  of  the  north-eastern  angle  of  this  latter  piece  adjoined  Jhcn^^'Jiii  1,1, 

the  south-western  angle  of  the  old  enclosure.     At  the  point  ^®*^*».^« 

o  *  occupied  and 

of  contact  he  destroyed  the  fence,  and  made  a  communica-  "^,  ***® 

*^  whole  as  one 

tion  between  the  piece  so  converted  into  sward  and  the  old  close  of  sward 

land,  and 

inclosure,  by  a  short  passage.     From  that  time  until  his  called  it 

.  •*  Tip."    By 

death  he  occupied  them  as  one  close  of  sward  land,  and  his  will, 
spoke  of  the  whole  as  Tip.  He  would  say,  ^^go  down  to  Tip  de^isedto  his 

son  James 
**  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  sward  land  in  Raund*s  Nether  Field,  called  '  Tip  Close,*  containing 
fix  acres,  more  or  less,  fretn^  pari  of  an  aUotment  awarded  6y  the  Commiisionerg  tome  ai^  time 
of  the  ineloture  of  RaumTe  FieU:** — Held,  that  there  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  that  not 
only  the  allotted  piece,  but  also  the  old  inclosure,  was  intended  to  pass  under  the  devise. 
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and  do  so  and  so;"*  others  spoke  of  it,  and  knew  it  bj  the 
MUDe  deacriptioo.  In  1825,  James  Hanisoo  made  hb  wiD, 
and  thereby  devised  ''all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  in 
Raund*s  Nether  Field,  called  Scalej  Cloee,  containing  nine 
acres  more  or  leasy  being  part  of  an  allotment  awarded  to  me 
bj  the  Commiflskynenat  the  time  of  tbeencloaiiFeof  Raond's 
Field,"  to  mj  son  James  Harrison.  ''And  all  thai  piece  or 
parcel  of  sward  land  in  Raund's  Nether  Field  called  Tip 
Close,  containing  six  acres,  more  or  leas^  being  alao  part  of 
an  allotment  awarded  by  the  CommissionefB  to  me  at  the 
time  of  the  inclosure  of  Bannd's  Field,*  to  my  son  William. 
By  a  codicil  to  his  will,  dated  the  17th  of  October,  1837,  the 
testator  revoked  the  devise  to  William,  and  devised  the  last 
mentioned  close,  by  the  same  descripticNi,  to  his  wife  Ann 
tot  life,  with  remainder  to  his  yoonger  son  Jamea.  Ann 
Harrison  was  dead,  and  James  Harrison  the  younger  de- 
fended as  landlord. 

On  these  fects,  the  plaintiff's  counsel  submitted  that 
there  was  no  evidence  that  Tip  Brook  Close  passed  under 
the  devise.  The  learned  Judge  directed  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant,  reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  him,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  fer  the 
defendant 

C.  G.  Merewether  having  obtained  a  role  nisi  accordingly. 

Field  shewed  cause,  in  Trinity  Term  (May  31). — It  is 
said  the  description  of  the  land  devised  as  being  "  part  of 
the  allotment  awarded  by  the  commissioners  to  me  at  the 
time  of  the  enclosure  of  Baund's  Field "  is  not  that  of  the 
whole  six  acres,  but  only  of  four  acres.  But  there  is  an 
adequate  description,  which  with  convenient  certainty  points 
to  the  whole  inclosure.  The  devise  is  of  •«  Up  Close* — 
it  is  shewn  that  the  whole  was  known  by  that  description ; 
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It  is  described  as  ^^  containing  six  acres,'*  which  is  true  of 
the  whole.  As  soon  as  there  is  an  adequate  and  sufficient 
definition  with  convenient  certainty  of  what  is  intended  to 
pass  by  the  devise,  any  subsequent  erroneous  addition  will 
not  vitiate  it :  Llewellyn  v.  The  Earl  of  Jersey  (a).  Doe  d. 
Hubbard  v.  Hubbard  (b)  does  not  touch  this  question,  be- 
cause in  that  case  if  the  description  supposed  to  be  erroneous 
bad  been  struck  out,  there  would  have  remained  no  descrip- 
tion of  the  cottages  intended  to  pass.  In  Day  v.  Trig  (c) 
where  one  devised  his  freehold  houses  in  Aldersgate  Street 
to  the  plaintiff  and  his  heirs,  and,  in  fact,  the  testator  had 
no  freehold  houses,  but  had  leasehold  houses  there,  it  was 
held  that  the  leasehold  houses  passed. 

Hayes,  Serjt,  and  C  G.  Merewether  were  now  heard  in 
support  of  the  rule.  In  Day  v.  Trig{c)  the  testator  pos- 
sessed nothing  which  answered  the  description  of  ^^  free- 
hold*' houses.  Here  there  was  property  which  the  lan- 
guage of  the  devise  described  truly.  It  is  therefore  not  a  case 
of  false  demonstration ;  and  the  words  in  question  must 
have  a  meaning  given  to  them  as  limiting  the  application 
of  the  earlier  part  of  the  description :  Morrell  y.  Fisher  {d). 
The  closes  merely  adjoining  each  other  at  the  angles,  and 
being  united  by  a  passage,  were  of  such  a  character  that  any 
one  looking  there  would  say  that  they  were  two  closes.  It 
is  at  least  ambiguous  whether  the  term  Tip  Close,  taken  by 
itself)  would  apply  to  one  or  both.  There  is  therefore  no 
such  certain  description  of  the  whole  as  the  term  '^  Trogues 
Farm  "  constituted  in  Goodtitle  d.  Radford  v.  Southern  (e). 
The  case  falls  within  the  rule  that  if  a  certain  description 
is  given  of  the  property  intended  to  pass,  which  does  apply 

(a)  11  M.  &  W.  183.  (d)  4  Exch.  591. 

lb)  15  Q.  B.  227.  (e)  1  M.  &  Sel.  299. 

(c)  1  F.  Wms.  286. 
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lo  pan,  bat  does  not  ^ip);  to  anodcr  pMt,  rfAc  Msa 
propgttj,  that  to  wiaA  a  does  not  a^ph-  dors  not  | 
i^e  d.  Tfma  T.  Lgfm^(m) 


JfAsm,  R — I  Ml  of  opinka  ikot  tW  nde  iHsi 
dJKhMi^tJ.  Ji^es  Hv^KM^  tbe  iLimui,  ms  ■  poi 
MOD  at  m  doae  i*— "i-^  1*.2b.  12r.  JMiiiy  on 
Bm^  It  «M  probaUr  calU  Up  Braok  CVw^  or 
Owe.  Voy  EUt  Ike  out  bc^Ukw  ^  lorn  b^ 
Tip  Cloee.  Voder  m  Aa.  jmrned  iar  ^AmiBf  Km 
Field,  the  Con^aiaMn  «&a(Md  to  tbe  tatMxx  d 
JwiifcLwanes.  T^b  ■HiiIm  ni  ■■!  iftridnd  TW  aest 
poi  into  cMx  fieU  a  pan»i  oflad  Scaler  Ook,  kv 
bar  acxc^  fioa  viik^  W  ■ode  a  iii«a»MirwinB  noo 
Oaae,  atdconiiaanl  u»  acoftr  the  wkdle  as  a  paai  S 
Henadeawia  ^tor  Ab  suieof  thinsr  had  cuadnaed 
aiboM  tmntr-fiw  vats ;  and  im  d>e  &tt  P^v  he  der 
Sakr  Ooae,  •iUk^  be  dcKi&ed  a 
acKs  to  lui  aaa  l—et;  d 
bad  aeca^wdk.  BeibeapH»ejeda»opie  taa^oiber  ob 
</Us  fanavT  -d  1^  pnee  of  nsd  had  b  Bam 
Xetber  Fa^  caBed  T^  Cl^  omai^n^  u  acres.  ■ 
«r  lei^  bcsig  aW  pst  of  ^  JlmaM.ai  awasxled  bj 
Cawnaraoeim  loweat  ^tiaeaf  ibeindaEaacafRaa 
F>eld."  FraMiWvw  1900  ibeteaatv  bad  occni^ed 
botd  »  cmeciLcneof  nvd,  sid  oDed  it  T^  Ooae. 
dcn&i  be  wems  ii^  tbe  wads  -^boag  port  of  an  al 
mtxA,"  to  BciUde  aaA  pat.  not  to  eonfrv  tbe  deria 
ibe  pan  of  die  ciose  afioord  to  Us.  He  fwobaUT  dm 
to  deobav  la^iBtkaDr  ^  ^-— *^"-  to  pus  tbe  wbole. 


G^L^mruA.  K— If  tbe  toatotor  bad  axniy  drvknl 

ibat  ]«(.i(J  «ft«a(d  land  noaanag  six  aocstoocc  orl 

4Cl  4]L*Sid.SiA. 
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being  part  of  an  allotment  in  Raund's  Field,  I  should  have 
had  a  difficulty  in  saying  that  my  brother  Hayei  argument 
was  not  well  founded,  and  should  have  doubted  whether 
the  devise  was  not  satisfied  by  holding  it  to  apply  to  the  piece 
allotted.  But  the  words  "  called  Tip  Close  "  shew  that  the 
testator  was  giving  a  close,  and  not  part  of  a  close.  I  think 
it  is  made  out  that  there  was  a  close  called  Tip  Close.  If 
there  had  been  two  closes  the  case  might  have  been  different. 
But  on  the  evidence  it  appears  that  there  was  one  close 
which  included  the  piece  of  land  in  dispute,  and  contained 
six  acres,  more  or  less.  The  words  "  part  of  an  allotment," 
&c.,  are  a  mere  falsa  demonstratio,  and  on  that  ground  I 
think  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Watson,  B. — The  testator,  who  was  possessed  of  two 
closes,  threw  them  together,  and  occupied  them  together  as 
one  close  of  sward  ground.  Having  thus  held  and  occupied 
the  land  for  many  years,  he  devised  ^^all  that  piece  or 
parcel  of  sward  land,'*  described  as  '^  containing  six  acres, 
more  or  less,**  which  just  coincides  with  the  measurement 
of  the  whole.  As  to  the  words  ^'  being  also  part  of  an 
allotment  awarded  to  me,'*  I  agree  with  my  brother  Martin 
that  either  means  that  the  allotted  part  is  to  be  taken  as 
part  of  "  Tip  Close,'*  or  is  a  "  falsa  demonstratio  quae  non 
nocet" 

Channell,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 
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IWnfterf    TmS  «s  ao  in«Flnder  kne  to  trr  t&e  aE»c 


%  ilb»  ;MA      gooik  duvKd  bj  die  pfainaff'  wider  m  biS 
i;^mmkLm»   br  die  sbertf  of  Haatpsbire 


j^^^  I4&C        ^"^  ^  Jf^^S""^  orH.iiinwi  br  die 


Tlie  uftuc  was  ia  die  fim  ivesoSbcd  bv*  thie 
of^ike  S  &  9  Vict,  c  IC^  sad  vas  tzied  bc&xe 
at  die  Ltfttdbn  anaacs  akr  ksi  Hbrr  Ti 
dfet  vas  fcood  &r  dv  defcadaat,  leaive 

die  pbcHtiff' a»  iM«e  a»  cMer  die  wnSct  fv 
Tena  die  pUacSf  vftraawd.  a  rafie  usL 

d  A  KoeaE  annier  &e  Udk  xcfias  «f  ^ 


1IC«^3» 


die  I5ft^  iei»a&  cf  d»  Ciiwiia  ii  Law  Ri^^ 


Lev  IV«xMic^  A.:c.  I$J^  jcvines  te  a  frqeaed  laiai  imaer 
^atmumrr   i  >  viora  -«:» .CKiaKi£  wive  cte  <L< 
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Procedure  Act  passed,  this  Court  held  that  a  writ  of  error 

would  not  lie  on  a  judgment  entered  on  a  feigned  issue  ^^^ 

under  the  Interpleader  Act.     The  general  language  of  the  "• 

x  ARKEK* 

34  ih  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854, 
has  not  altered  the  law  in  that  respect ;  and  the  reasons  for 
the  judgment  in  King  v.  Simmonds  are  still  applicable.  The 
Common  Law  Procedure  Acts  of  1852  and  1854  are  in 
pari  materia,  and  relate  to  proceedings  in  actions.  By  the 
interpretation  clause  of  the  Act  of  1852  (sect  227 ),  the 
word  "action"  shall  be  understood  to  mean  any  personal 
action,  brought  by  writ  of  summons  in  any  of  the  superior 
Courts  of  law.  That  definition  did  not  apply  to  replevin, 
and  therefore,  by  the  99th  section  of  the  Act  of  1854,  it  was 
extended  to  "  any  personal  action  in  any  of  the  said  Courts.*' 
The  151st  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act, 
1852,  provides  that  execution  shall  not  be  stayed  by  pro- 
ceeding in  error  unless  bail  be  given  ;  but  though  the  lan- 
guage of  that  section  is  general,  it  has  been  held  to  be  con- 
fined to  cases  where  the  plaintiff  in  error  was  defendant 
below :  James  v.  Cochrane  (a).  Probably  for  that  reason 
the  38th  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854, 
required  bail  "  to  pay  costs  where  the  appellant  was  plaintiff 
below.**  According  to  the  true  construction  of  the  34th 
section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854,  it  was 
not  intended  to  apply  to  cases  where  error  could  not  have 
been  maintained. 

Co//2>r  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance. — This  Court 
entertained  an  appeal  on  an  interpleader  issue,  their  atten- 
tion not  having  been  called  to  this  objection  in  Williams 
V.  Smith  (i).  The  provisions  in  the  Common  Law  Pro- 
cedure Acts,  with  relation  to  trials,  apply  to  interpleader 
issues.     By  the  1  &  2  Wpi.  4,  c.  58,  ss.  1>  6,  a  Judge  has 

(a)  9  Exch.  552.  (b)  Antiy  p.  559. 

Q  o  O  2 
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1S59.       power  to  order  that  the  parties  shall  proceed  to  the  trial  of  a 
^T^*"^  feigned  issue,  or  with  their  consent  he  may  determine  the 

»•  merits  of  their  claims  in  a  sammary  manner.     Here  a  trial 

has  been  ordered;  and  the  argument  on  the  other  side 
would  go  this  extent,  that  though  in  this  case  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Acts  apply,  yet 
others  do  not.  The  1 8th  section  of  the  Common  Law 
Procedure  Act,  1854,  which  enables  counsel,  "  upon  the 
trial  of  any  cause,"  to  sum  up  the  evidence,  clearly  applies 
to  an  interpleader  issue.  So  also  the  31st  section,  which 
provides  that  no  new  trial  shall  be  granted  by  reason  of  the 
ruling  of  a  Judge  with  respect  to  the  stamp  on  any  docu- 
ment The  33rd  section  requires  that  the  grounds  shall 
be  stated  in  every  rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial  or  to  enter  a 
verdict  or  nonsuit ;  and  can  it  be  contended  that  this  pro- 
vision does  not  apply  to  an  interpleader  issue  ?  All  these 
provisions  as  to  trials  being  applicable,  why  should  not  the 
34th  section  apply  ?  The  legislature  has  used  the  widest 
language,  so  as  to  include  all  cases  of  roles  to  enter  a 
verdict  upon  a  point  reserved  at  the  triaL  There  is  no 
difference  between  interpleader  issues  and  other  actions  as 
regards  the  terms  upon  which  a  new  trial  is  granted  when 
the  verdict  is  against  evidence:  Janes  v.  lVhUbread{ay 
The  only  effect  of  the  appeal  is  to  substitute  this  Court  for 
the  Court  of  Exchequer ;  and  further  proceedings  are  taken 
as  if  the  judgment  had  been  given  by  that  Court:  sect  41. 
An  appeal  under  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1854, 
is  materially  different  from  a  proceeding  in  error.  Rng 
V.  Simmonds  {b)  was  not  decided  on  the  2nd  section  of  the 
1  &  2  Wm.  4,  c.  58,  but  on  the  ground  that  in  a  feigned 
issue  there  is  no  process  by  summons,  and  the  judgment  is 
a  mere  interlocutory  proceeding  upon  which  the  Court  are 
subsequently  to  act  in  disposing  of  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
(a)  11  C.  B.  406.  (li)  7  Q.  B.  2S9. 
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In  Snook  V.  Mattock  (a),  which  was  a  feigned  issue,  this 
Court  quashed  a  writ  of  error  brought  on  a  special  case  ; 
but  Lord  Lyndhurst,  C.  B.,  observed  that  the  case  of  a 
special  verdict,  or  a  bill  of  exceptions  upon  a  feigned  issue, 
was  very  different.  Now  error  would  lie  on  a  special  case, 
under  the  32nd  section  of  the  Common  Law  Procedure 
Act,  1854. 

Bullar  argued  in  support  of  the  rule. 

WiGUTMAN,  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  this  appeal 
will  lie.  King  v.  Simmonds  and  Snook  v.  Mattock  were 
cases  of  writs  of  error;  but  the  Court  of  error  had  no 
authority  to  entertain  them,  because  there  was  no  judgment 
upon  which  a  writ  of  error  could  be  brought.  Under 
the  Interpleader  Act,  the  proceedings  are  uncertain  until 
the  final  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  and  before  it 
is  terminated  the  Judge  must  award  costs.  In  Thorpe  v. 
Plowden  (£),  Patteson,  J.,  said  that  King  v.  Simmonds^  and 
Snook  ▼.  Mattock^  **  proceeded  not  so  much  on  the  ground 
that  no  writ  was  to  be  issued  or  action  brought,  as  upon 
the  plain  intention  of  the  legislature  that  no  ordinary  judg- 
ment of  record  should  be  entered  up."  But  the  last  Com- 
mon Law  Procedure  Act  has  introduced  another  proceeding, 
viz.  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  in  the 
progress  of  a  suit.  The  34th  section  says,  ^'  In  all  cases  of 
rules  to  enter  a  verdict  or  nonsuit  upon  a  point  reserved  at 
the  trial,  if  the  rule  to  shew  cause  be  refused,  or  granted 
and  then  discharged  or  made  absolute,  the  party  decided 
against  may  appeal.**  The  35th  section  contains  a  similar 
provision  as  to  new  trials.  Therefore,  long  before  the 
case  is  ultimately  decided,  a  Court  of  error  may  entertain 
the  question  whether  the  verdict  ought  to  be  entered  upon 
(a)  5  A.  &  E.  239.  (b)  2  Exch.  387. 
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the  point  reserved,  or  a  new  trial  granted ;  and  that  is 
equally  applicable  to  interpleader  issues  as  to  other  suits. 
The  Court  of  appeal  simply  gives  such  judgment  as  to 
entering  the  verdict  or  granting  a  new  trial,  as  ought  to 
have  been  given  in  the  Court  below.  For  these  reasons 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  an  appeal  is  clearly  dis- 
tinguishable from  that  of  a  writ  of  error ;  and  that  it  was 
intended  by  the  legislature  to  give  a  right  of  appeal  in  ai] 
cases  of  rules  within  the  34th  section. 

Erle,  J. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  this  appeal  lies. 
The  Act  is  divided  into  chapters.  The  first  section  provides 
for  the  trial  of  any  issue  in  fact  by  the  Court  or  a  Judge. 
From  the  3rd  to  the  17th  section  is  a  chapter  relating  to 
compulsory  arbitration.  The  sections  from  the  18th  up  to 
the  35th  relate  to  the  trial  of  causes.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  legislature  foresaw  the  objection  now  taken,  and,  intend- 
ing to  meet  it,  have  used  words  which  apply  to  other  than 
personal  actions.  They  say,  **  upon  the  trial  of  anj  cause," 
that  is  upon  any  trial  which  can  come  legitimately  before  a 
Court  of  common  law.  The  same  language  is  found  in  the 
19th  section,  which  empowers  the  Court  to  adjourn  a  triaL 
Then  there  are  enactments  as  to  the  substitution  of  an 
affirmation  for  an  oath ;  as  to  witnesses,  the  stamp  on  docu- 
ments, and  a  variety  of  other  provisions,  until  we  come  to 
proceedings  after  the  trial.  Then  a  power  of  appeal  is 
given,  and  there  are  enactments  which  regulate  it  until  the 
rule  is  finally  disposed  of.  I  think  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended to  give  the  same  remedy  in  an  interpleader  as  in 
any  other  suit.  The  language  applies, — ^'  upon  the  trial 
of  any  cause,** — an  interpleader  cause  as  well  as  any  other 
cause.  The  mischief  to  be  remedied  is  as  great,  for  most 
important  rights  may  be  decided  in  an  interpleader  cause. 
The  reason,  therefore,  for  the  enactment  applying  and  the 
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words  applying  to  an  interpleader  cause,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  in  such  case  an  appeal  lies.  No  doubt  there  are  several 
sections  which  cannot  be  of  universal  application.  The 
legislature  has  provided  in  a  single  enactment  for  a  great 
variety  of  cases.  Some  of  the  provisions  are  applicable 
solely  to  plaintiffs  and  some  to  defendants ;  but  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  case  is  within  the  Act 
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1859. 


Withers 

V. 

Park£B. 


WiLUABfSy  J.,  Cboxpton,  J.,  Cbowder,  J.,  and  Btlbs,  J., 
concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


IN   THE  EXCHEQUER   CHAMBER. 
{Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


Harbison  and  Another  v.  Taylor. 


Junt  22. 


Ti 


HIS  was  an  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  The  plaintiffs 
Exchequer,  in  making  absolute  a  rule  to  enter  a  verdict  for  JI^^'p^'liJo 
the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintifis*  alleged  ^t(^^'?*. 
design  was  not  a  new  and  original  design  within  the  mean-  for  ornament- 
ing of  the  5  &  6  Vict  c.  100.     The  case  stated  on  appeal  fabrics,    l^e 

design  was 

(after  settmg  out  the  pleadmgs  (a))  was  as  follows : —  applied  to  a 

The  plaintifis  were  Manchester  warehousemen,  carrying  in  cells,  called 
on  their  business  in  partnership  in  London.     The  defendant  combVattern/' 

and  it  consisted 
of  a  combination  of  the  Itrge  and  small  honeycomb,  so  as  to  form  a  large  honeycomb  stripe  on  a 
small  honeycomb  ground.  The  large  honeycomb  was  not  new  and  the  small  honeycomb  was  not 
new,  but  they  had  never  been  used  in  combination  before  the  plaintiffs  registered  their  design. 
Other  fabrics  had  been  woven  with  a  similar  combination  of  a  large  and  small  pattern.  In  an 
action  against  the  defendant  for  infringing  the  plaintiffs*  copyright: — Held  (in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  reversing  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the  plaintiffs*  design  was  a 
**iiew  and  original  design**  within  the  meaning  of  the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  100. 

(a)  See  8  H.  &  N.  801. 
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was  a  fancy  woollen  manufacturer  in  Yorkshire.  The 
plaintiffs  produced  and  proved  at  the  trial  a  certificate  of 
the  registration  of  a  design,  with  the  said  design  thereto 
annexed,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  5  &  6 
Vict,  c  100. 

Cloths  or  woven  fabrics,  which  were  cellular  in  their 
character,  and  which  had  obtained  the  name  of  honey- 
comb cloths,  being  recently  introduced  in  England,  the 
plaintiffs,  by  weaving,  made  a  honeycomb  cloth,  with  celb 
upon  a  part  of  it  larger  and  deeper  than  the  cells  on  the  rest 
of  the  cloth.  The  plaintifis'  witnesses  described  what  was 
produced  by  the  above  combination  of  the  large  and  small 
cells  in  the  cloth,  as  a  new  and  original  design,  but  they 
said  the  only  novelty  consisted  in  putting  the  large  and 
small  size  cells  on  the  same  piece. 

Large  cell  honeycomb  cloth  similar  to  the  large  cell  por- 
tion of  the  plaintiffs'  cloth,  and  small  cell  honeycomb  cloth 
similar  to  the  small  cell  portion  of  the  plaintifis*  cloth,  had 
been  made  separately  and  apart  from  each  other  before  the 
plaintiffs  registered  their  alleged  design ;  but  the  plaintifis 
first  produced  a  combination  of  a  large  cell  honeycomb  and 
a  small  cell  honeycomb  in  one  and  the  same  woven  fabric, 
and  were  the  designers  thereof,  if  (which  the  defendant 
denies)  the  facts  disclosed  in  this  case  shew  a  design  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute. 

Cloths  composed  of  what  were  called  large  and  small 
hopsacks,  large  and  small  checks,  large  and  small  diamonds, 
were  made  (by  weaving)  in  England  before  and  at  the  time 
when  the  plaintiffs  registered  their  alleged  design.  The 
loom  which  makes  the  plaintifis*  cloth  will  also  make  the 
combined  hopsack  pattern  with  a  change  of  arrangement. 

A  specimen  of  the  large  and  small  honeycomb  in  combi- 
nation sold  by  the  defendant  is  annexed  and  forms  part  of 
the  case.     (This  pattern  was  the  same  as  the  plaintiffs'). 


V. 

Tat  LOB. 
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At  the  trial  the  jury  found  that  the  plaintiffs*  design  was        1859. 

a  new  and  original  desisrn,  and  a  verdict  was  entered  for      '^;^^     ^ 
,     ,  ,  Haebisoh 

the  plaintiffs^  leave  being  reserved  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  if  the  Court  should  be  of  a  contrary  opinion. 

Montague  Smith  {Brewer  with  him),  argued  for  the  plain-* 
tiff  (a). — The  jury  have  found  that  this  pattern  is  a  "de- 
sign/* and  that  it  is  new  and  original.  [CbcA^um,  C.  J. — 
This  is  not  a  question  of  "  patent,"  but  of  **  design."  Sup- 
pose a  manufacturer  took  small  circles  as  the  ground  of  his 
fabric,  and  made  large  circles  as  the  border ;  that  would 
not  be  an  "invention;"  but  it  would  be  a  new  design  or 
drawing.  The  Court  of  Exchequer  have  looked  at  it  as  a 
question  of  invention,  involved  in  the  consideration  of  a  pa- 
tent.] This  case  is  distinguishable  from  Norton  v.  Nicholh  (&), 
where  the  plaintiff  registered  a  shawl,  which  he  alleged 
was  new  in  respect  of  five  points  or  designs,  all  of  which 
bad  been  before  applied  to  shawls,  though  their  combination 
was  new.  [j&rfe,  J. — In  that  case  no  one  could  tell  whether  the 
plaintiff  intended  to  register  five  shawls  or  one  shawl.]  Lord 
Campbellj  C.  J.,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  that  the  Court 
adhered  to  their  decision  in  the  case  of  Regina  v.  Firmin  (c), 
"  that  a  new  and  original  combination,  to  be  protected  as  a 
design,  may  be  the  result  of  simultaneously  applying  two 
old  and  known  designs  to  the  ornamenting  of  the  button." 
In  Norton  v.  Nicholh  the  plaintiff  registered  the  shawl ; 
but  a  shawl  is  not  a  design.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff  has 
registered  his  design,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  100,  s.  15.  Here  is  a  design  producing 
an  effect  different  from  any  produced  before.  [^Cockbum^ 
C.  J. — To  the  eye  the  two  things  are  not  the  same.     The 

(a)  Before   Cockbum,    C.    J.,      ByleSy  J. 
Wightman,  J.,  Erie,  J.,  WiUiams,  (b)  28  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  225. 

J.,  Crompton^  J.,  Crowder,  J.,  and  (c)  Cited  3  H.  &  N.  804. 
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jadgment  of  the  Court  below  proceeded  on  the  groand  diit 
there  was  nothing  new  in  what  was  produced.  That  teat 
would  apply  if  thb  had  been  a  patent ;  but  in  this  case  we 
are  to  see  if  there  had  been  previooslj  any  like  design,— 
whether  a  draughtsman  would  say  that  the  combination  of 
these  two  things  was  a  new  design.] 


with  him),  for  the  defendant. — The  ques- 
tion is,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^design"  in  the 
6  &  6  Vict,  a  100.    To  come  within  the  protection  of  that 
Act,  there  must  be  a  new  and  original  design  applicable  to 
the  ornamenting  of  some  article  of  manufacture.    The 
plaintifls  have  taken  two  well  known  articles,  tiz.,  the  Uige 
and  small  honeycomb,  and  have  used  them  in  a  way  well 
known.     Each  article  is  old,  and  the  mode  of  deaHng  with 
them  is  okL   The  only  novelty  consists  in  doing  that  which 
has  already  been  done  with  analogous  fiibrics,  vis.,  patting 
the  laige  and  small  size  cells  on  the  same  piece.     That  is 
not  a  new  and  original  design  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act    [Cockbunif  C.  J. — Has  there  ever  been  such  a  design 
before  ?     Suppose  a  person  substitutes  squares  for  drdes, 
would  not  that  be  a  new  design?    There  is  no  novelty  in 
the  invention:    but  there  is  novelty  in  the  design.]    In 
Norton  v.  Nicholb,  Lord  Campbell^  C.  J.,  said,  **  The  star 
tute  does  not  mention  any  article  of  manufacture  being  a 
design,  but  considers  the  design  to  be  protected  as  appli- 
cable to  the  ornamenting  of  any  article  of  manufocture. 
The  design  is  always  considered  different  from  the  article 
manufactured,  or  the  substance  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied, 
and  amongst  these  are  shawls.     The  shawl  is  not  a  design, 
but  an  article  of  manufacture  to  which  the  design  is  to  be 
applied.*'    If  this  copyright  is  valid,  the  effect  will  be  to 
prevent  any  other  person  using  the  large  and  small  honej- 
comb  pattern   in   combination.     The   application  of  old 
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machioery  in  the  old  manner  to  an  analogous  subject  will        1859. 
not  support  a  patent :  Brook  v.  Aston{a).    The  same  prin-     ^^     * 
ciple  applies  to  a  design.  »• 

Montagtie  Smith  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

C0CKBU&N9  C.  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  must  be  reversed.    The  question 
is  one  of  fact,  viz.,  whether  this  b  a  new  and  original  design. 
The  5  &  6  Vict  c.  100  applies  to  matters  adapted  to  the 
ornamentation  of  any  article  of  manufacture ;  but  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  seem  to  have  dealt  with  the  subject  upon  the 
assumption  that  there  was  an  analogy  between  copyright  in 
a  design  and  a  patent  for  an  invention.     This  is  a  question 
to  be  determined  by  the  eye — b  it  a  design  in  the  sense  of 
drawing  ?    That  b  a  question  for  the  jury.     It  is  true  that 
in  thb  case  the  design  consists  in  using  the  honeycomb 
pattern  alternately  in  small  and  large  proportions,  and  I 
agree  that  it  would  not  have  been  competent  for  the  plain- 
tiff to  regbter  this  design  as  against  a  person  having  a  copy- 
right in  the  honeycomb  pattern ;  but  no  person  has  a  copy- 
right, and  as  the  matter  b  simply  one  in  which  the  public  at 
large  are  interested,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  plain- 
tiffs from   taking   the   original  pattern  and  varying  it  to 
a  certain  extent,   and   regbtering  the   whole  as  a  new 
design.     That  leads  to  the  question,  is  it  in  its  present 
shape,  viz.,  the  combination  of  large  and  small  patterns, 
a  new  design  ?    That  b  a  matter  of  which  anybody  may 
satisfy  himself  by  looking  at  it.     There  is  a  new  combinar 
tion,  which  is  in  substance  a  new  design.     The  question  of 
fact  was  left  to  the  jury,  and  they  were  warranted  in  their 
finding.     I  do  not  see  how  fault  can  be  found  with  it,  since 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  verdict 

(a)  8  £.  &  B.  478. 
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1859.  W1GHTMAN9  J. — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Court  of 

^"^^^     '      Exchequer,  in  their  decision,  proceeded  upon  a  supposed 

V.  analogy  between  the  case  of  an  invention  for  which  a  patent 

Taylor.       .,.,,,  1., 

IS  obtained,  and  a  design  which  comes  under  the  protection 

of  the  Act  for  amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  copyright 

of  designs  for  ornamenting  articles  of  manufacture.     The 

Act  uses  the  words  *'  any  new  and  original  design."    That 

is  not  a  project  or  idea  in  the  nature  of  an  invention,  but 

the  representation  of  something,  which  a  draughtsman  has 

for  the  first  time  produced.    If  that  be  the  true  meaning  of 

the  word  "  design,*'  there  is  no  doubt  in  this  case  that  there 

was  a  design;   for  there  was  a  drawing,  and  it  was  an 

original  drawing.     It  is  true  that  all  its  component  parts 

had  already  been  produced ;  but  no  one  had  produced  such 

a  pattern.    It  was  said  in  the  Court  below^  that  this  was  *'a 

mere  combination  in  a  manner  well  known ;"  so  it  is  with  a 

picture,  all  its  parts  maybe  old;  but  the  combination  forma 

a  new  design.     It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  properly  lefi  to 

the  jury  to  say  whether  this  was  substantially  a  new  and 

original  design ;  and  the  jury  have  found  that  it  was. 

CaoMPTON,  J. — The  case  comes  before  us  on  an  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  making 
absolute  a  rule  to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  defendant,  on 
the  ground  that  this  design  was  not  a  new  and  original 
design  within  the  meaning  of  the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  100.  By 
that,  I  understand  that  the  question  for  our  determination 
b,  whether  or  no  there  was  a  case  upon  which  a  verdict 
ought  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant,  looking  at  it  as 
a  matter  of  law  or  of  fact  The  Court  below  took  upon 
themselves  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  the 
verdict.  I  cannot  agree  with  them  that  this  was  such  a 
clear  question  of  law  that  it  ought  to  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  jury.    A  ''design"  means  something  in  the  nature 
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of  a  drawing,  picture,  or  diagram,  applicable  to  the  orna- 
mentation of  some  article  of  manufacture,  such  as  pottery 
ware,  linen  or  woollen  fabrics,  paper-hangings,  carpets,  &c. 
When  we  look  at  a  picture  or  drawing  we  can  say  whether  it 
is  an  original  design  or  the  same  as  one  which  has  been 
already  painted  or  drawn.  So  here,  it  is  not  a  question  of  law, 
but  of  fact,  whether  the  combination  of  things  already  known 
produced  a  new  and  original  design.     The  plaintiff  had  a 
right  to  use  any  combination  of  the  honeycomb  pattern,  for 
there  was  no  copyright  in  it     As  to  the  objection  that  this 
is  a  combination  of  two  old  things ;  that  is  always  the  case 
in  pictures  and  drawings.     It  was  left  to  the  jury  to  say 
whether  this  was  a  new  and  original  design ;  and  I  agree 
with  the  rest  of  the  Court  that  there  was  suflScient  evidence 
upon  which  they  might  act,  and  I  cannot  say  that  they  have 
drawn  a  wrong  conclusion. 

Crowder,  J. — I  also  think  that  this  was  a  question  for 
the  jury;  and  that  there  was  evidence  upon  which  they 
might  act  It  is  said  that  this  being  a  combination  of  two 
well  known  things,  is  not  a  new  and  original  design  within 
the  meaning  of  the  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  100.  I  agree,  that  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  appear  to  have  decided  this  case  upon 
a  supposed  analogy  between  the  patent  law  and  copyright  in 
designs.  But  in  this  case  the  question  is,  whether  there  is 
a  new  and  original  design,  and  that  can  only  be  decided  by 
looking  at  it.  Seeing  the  effect  produced  by  the  combina- 
tion, I  cannot  say  that  the  jury  have  come  to  a  wrong 
conclusion. 

Btles,  J. — The  learned  Judge  left  the  right  question  to 
the  jury,  and  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  support  their 
finding.  The  Court  of  Exchequer  seem  to  have  drawn  a 
distinction  between  a  new  design  and  a  variety  of  an  old 
design.     But  the  word  'design"  imports  configuration.    A 


821 


r. 
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1859. 
Harbison 

V. 

Tatloe. 


EXCHEQXJB* 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — ^I  can'^  the  parts  of  a  pattern 

Exchequer,  in  their  (*  .e  size  of  the  pattern  w 

analogy  between  th  ts  of  th^  same  fabric,  that 

is  obtained,  and  ./  combination  and  a  new 

of  the  Act  fr    ,  .cstion  for  the  jury,  it  has  been 

of  designs  .  it  is  a  question  of  law  whether  the 

Act  osr  .astitutes  a  new  design,  I  think  it  does. 

is  no' 

th^    .v'KDURN,  C.  J.— My  brothers  Erie  and  WilUanu,  who 

0tfe  left  the  Court,  concur. 

Judgment  reversed. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER   CHAMBER. 
{Appeal  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer.) 


JIIIM23. 


Browne  and  Another  9.  Hare  and  Another. 


The  defend-       J  HIS  was  an  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 

Ants,  merchants    t?i_  •j*i_'*  i^  .-ii  i« 

at  Bristol,         Exchequer  m  discharging  a  rule  to  set  aside  the  verdict 

through  a 

broker  contracted  to  buy  of  the  p1atntiffi^  merchants  at  Rotterdam,  ten  tons  of  the  best  refined 
rape  oil,  to  be  shipped  "free  on  board**  at  Rotterdam  in  September,  1857,  at  48/.  15«.  per  ton, 
to  bo  paid  for  on  delivery  to  the  defendants  of  the  bills  of  lading,  by  bill  of  exchange  to  ba 
accepted  by  the  defendants  payable  three  months  after  date,  and  to  be  dated  on  the  day  uf  ship- 
ment of  the  oil.     On  the  8th  of  September,  the  plaintiffs  (having  on  the  previous  day  advised 
that  the  shipment  would  be  made)  snipped  on  board  a  general  ship,  trading  between  Rotterdan 
and  Bristol,  five  tons  of  the  oil,  and  the  master  sign^  a  bill  of  lading  by  which  tbe  oil  wat 
deliverable  **  unto  shipper's  order,**  and  the  plaintiffs  indorsed  it  specially  to  the  defendants.  Ob 
the  same  day  the  plaintifb  inclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  broker  the  bill  of  lading,  inToice  and  bill  of 
exchange  drawn  on  the  defendants  in  accordance  with  the  contract.      On  the  night  of  the  9tli 
the  ship  with  the  oil  on  board  was  run  down  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  and  the  oil  totally  lost 
Tbe  plaintifl^'  letter  of  the  8th  arrived  at  Bristol  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1 0th  in  due  course  o( 
post,  but  afler  business  hours.     On  the  raoniing  of  the  1 1  th  the  broker  left  with  defendants  the 
bill  of  lading,  invoice,  and  bill  of  exchange  for  their  acceptance.     At  that  time  he  knew  of 
the  loss  of  the  ship.     In  about  two  hours  afterwards  the  defendants  returned  to  the  broker  tbe 
documents  left  with  them,  on  the  ground  that,  under  the  circumstances,  they  were  not  liable  to 
pay  for  the  oil.     In  an  action  for  not  accepting  the  bill  of  exchange,  and  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered,  the  jury  stated  that  in  their  opinion,  according  to  mercantile  usage,  the  risk  of  tbt 
loss  of  the  oil  was  on  the  defendants. — Heid,  in  the  Excnequer  Chamber  (affirming  the  jodg- 
ment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the  property  in  the  oil  passed  to  the  defendants  wkea 
it  was  placed  **  free  on  board  "  in  performance  of  the  contract. 

Held  also,  that  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  the  plaintiffs  so  shipped  tbe  oil  in  per^ 
formance  of  their  contract  to  place  it  "  free  on  board,**  or  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  a  cootrol 
over  it  and  continuing  to  be  owners  contrary  to  the  contract. 
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found  for  the  plaiotifis  and  enter  it  for  the  defendants,  pur-        1859. 

suant  to  leave  reserved  at  the  trial     The  pleadings  and  ^^"^'^^ 
material  facts  of  the  case  are  full;  stated  in  the  report  of  ^^ 

the  case  in  the  Court  below.  (3  H.  &  N.  484.) 

Raymond  argued  for  the  appellants  (the  defendants)  in 
last  Easter  Vacation  (a)  (May  17). — The  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  is  erroneous.  In  order  to  entitle  the 
plaintifis  to  succeed,  they  must  satisfy  the  Court  that  the 
oil  at  the  time  it  was  lost  was  the  property  of  the  defend* 
ants ;  or  that  they  delivered  to  the  defendants  the  bills  of 
lading  duly  indorsed,  so  as  to  have  a  right  to  call  on  them 
to  accept  the  bill  of  exchange.  It  appears  by  the  case  that 
Goolden  was  the  general  agent  of  Browne  and  Co. ;  but  it 
is  assumed  that  he  was  also  the  agent  of  Hare  and  Co.  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  shipping  documents.  First: 
no  property  in  any  specific  oil  passed  by  the  contract,  which 
would  be  performed  by  the  delivery  of  any  oil  of  the  parti- 
cular description  mentioned  in  it.  The  shipment  on  board  the 
**  Sophie  "  did  not  transfer  the  property.  The  "  Sophie"  was 
a  general  ship ;  and  if  there  had  been  simply  a  shipment  of 
oil  corresponding  with  the  contract,  that  might  have  been  a 
delivery  to  the  vendees ;  but  when  the  vendors  shipped  the 
oil,  they  took  from  the  master  bills  of  lading  making  it 
deliverable  *'  unto  shippers'  order  or  their  assigns."  Wiait  v. 
Baker  (b)  is  an  express  authority  that  under  such  circum- 
stances no  property  passed.  ICramptan,  J. — In  that  case 
the  vendor  kept  his  hand  upon  the  goods,  by  not  indorsing 
the  bill  of  lading  to  the  vendee.]  Lord  Statcellf  in  his 
judgment  in  the  case  of  The  Packet  de  Bilboa  (c),  said : — 
''  The  ordinary  state  of  commerce  is,  that  goods  ordered 

(a)  Before  Erie,  J.,  WiUiarM,  (b)  2  £xch.  1. 

J.,  Crowdevy    J.,   Crampton,  J.,  (c)  2  Rob.  Adm.  133,  134. 

Wmes,  J.,  and  HiO,  J. 
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1859.        ^^^  delivered  to  the  master  are  considered  as  deliTered 
'^^^'^^^      to  the  consignee,  whose  agent  the  master  is  in  this  respect ; 
9.  but  that  general  contract  of  the  law  may  be  varied  by  special 

agreement,  or  by]a  particular  prevailing  practice,  which  pre- 
supposes an  agreement  amongst  such  a  description  of  mer- 
chants." There  is  no  use  in  a  bill  of  lading  by  which  goods 
are  deliverable  ''to -shipper's  order,**  except  as  shewing  that 
he  reserves  to  himself  the  property.  [Crompton,  J. — Is  there 
any  difference  between  a  shipper  taking  a  bill  of  lading  in 
his  own  name  and  indorsing  it  over  to  the  consignee,  and 
putting  in  the  consignee's  name  at  fir^t  ?]  In  the  former 
case  the  property  in  the  goods  remains  in  the  shipper;  and 
the  master  undertakes  to  carry  and  deliver  for  him.  When 
the  consignee's  name  is  on  the  bill  of  lading,  it  is  a  con- 
tract by  the  master  to  carry  for  and  deliver  to  him.  Here 
the  shippers  would  have  committed  no  breach  of  contract  if 
they  had  assigned  the  bill  of  lading  to  any  third  person. 
The  vendees  had  no  power  to  compel  a  delivery  of  these 
specific  goods.  [  Wilks,  J. — The  vendors  sent  the  bill  of 
lading  to  Goolden,  the  common  agent  of  both  parties.  The 
jury  have  found  that  there  was  an  appropriation  in  fact, 
because  they  have  found  that  according  to  mercantile  usage, 
the  risk  of  the  loss  of  the  oil  was  on  the  vendees.]  It  is 
submitted  that  Goolden  was  not  the  agent  of  Hare  and  Co. 
The  documents  were  sent  to  him  to  deliver  to  them  upon 
their  acceptance  of  the  bill  of  exchange.  The  judgment  of 
the  majority  of  the  Court  below  proceeds  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  vendors  intended  to  pass  the  property;  but 
why  should  they  have  taken  a  bill  of  lading  by  which  the 
cargo  was  deliverable  to  themselves  unless  they  meant  to 
retain  a  control  over  it?  [Cromptany  J.,  referred  to  Fra" 
gano  v.  L(mg{a),'\  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  Goolden 
from  altering  the  disposition  of  the   goods,  if   they  had 

(a)  4  B.  &  C.  219. 
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arrived  and  the  vendees  had  refiised  to  accept  the  bill  of       1859. 
exchange.     But  the  oil  was  not  in  existence  at  the  time      g^^^JT^ 
Goolden  left  the  bill  of  lading  with  Hare  and  Co.,  and  »• 

therefore  was  incapable  of  being  transferred  :  Hastie  v. 
Couturier  (a).  It  is  incumbent  on  the  consignees  to  shew 
an  appropriation  by  consent  of  the  parties,  or  some  act 
which  per  se  transferred  the  property.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  consignors  they  were  at  liberty  to 
alter  it:  The  Aurora  {b)y  The  Josephine (c).  [Crompion^  J. 
— ^The  law  is  correctly  stated  by  Lord  Brougham  in  his 
judgment  in  Cowas-Jee  v.  Thompson  (cf),  viz.,  ^*  That  when 
goods  are  sold  in  London,  free  on  board,  the  cost  of  shipping 
them  falls  on  the  seller,  but  the  buver  is  considered  as  the 
shipper.'*]  Goolden  would  not  have  been  liable  if,  with  the 
authority  of  Browne  and  Co.,  he  had  refused  to  deliver  the 
bill  of  lading  to  Hare  and  Co. :  Brind  v.  Hampshire  («). 
[miles,  J.,  referred  to  WilUams  v.  Everett  (f).] 

Prideaux  {Butt  with  him),  for  the  plaintiffs  (May  18). — 
Goolden  was  the  broker  acting  for  both  parties.  [fVilles^J. 
— In  cases  where  the  broker  gets  a  commission  upon  sales, 
one  half  irom  one  party  and  the  other  half  from  the  other, 
it  is  the  common  practice  for  all  subsequent  matters  relating 
to  the  sale  to  be  transacted  through  the  broker.  Erie,  J. — 
If  Goolden  was  the  agent  of  both  parties  the  appellant's 
case  b  not  arguable.]  The  fifth  plea  was  not  proved ;  it 
states  that  the  '^  Sophie"  was  a  general  ship,  not  appointed 
or  in  any  way  denoted  by  the  defendants.  But  the  evi- 
dence is,  that  the  defendants  requested  the  plaintiffs  to 
send  part  of  the  oil  by  the  first  vessel,  and  that  the 
"  Sophie"   was   the  first  vessel     The  next  allegation  not 

(a)  9  Exch.  102.  (d)  6  Moo.  P.  C.  165.  173. 

(6)  4  Rob.  Adm  218.  (e)    1  M.  &  W.  365. 

le)  4  Rob.  Adm.  25  (/)  14  East,  582. 
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V. 

Haks. 


proved  is,  that  ^  before  the  iDdoisetnent  of  the  bill  of  Uditif 
the  ship  was  lost/'  The  plea  is  either  bad  or  a  denial  ol 
the  shipment  under  the  contracL  If  it  admits  a  shipmeni 
under  the  contract,  it  is  bad.  The  effect  of  the  shipment  is 
to  transfer  not  only  the  property,  but  the  possession  of  the 
goods.  But  it  would  be  suflScient  to  entitle  the  plaintiffis  to 
recover  if  the  property  in  the  goods  was  transferred  to  the 
defendants.  The  effect  of  the  contract  is,  that  the  defend- 
ants purchased  the  oil  free  on  board,  and  the  property  passed 
on  such  shipment,  though  payment  was  not  to  be  made 
until  the  delivery  of  the  bills  of  lading.  The  words  **  free 
on  board**  mean  that  the  oil  was  to  be  put  on  board  at  the 
expence  of  the  consignors,  and  when  on  board  to  be  at 
the  risk  of  the  consignees.  In  Cowas-Jee  t.  ThompsaM{a\ 
goods  contracted  to  be  sold  and  delivered  ^  free  on  board," 
to  be  pdd  for  by  cash  or  bills  at  the  option  of  the  pur- 
chasers, were  delivered  on  board,  and  receipts  taken  from 
the  mate  by  the  lighterman  employed  hy  the  sellers,  who 
handed  the  same  over  to  them.  The  sellers  apprised  the 
purchasers  of  the  delivery ;  the  purchasers  elected  to  pay  by 
bills,  which  they  accepted.  The  sellers  retained  the  mate*9 
receipts  for  the  goods,  but  the  master  signed  a  bill  of  lading 
in  the  purchasers*  names.  The  purchasers  became  insol- 
vent while  the  bill  was  running.  It  was  held,  that  on  the 
delivery  of  the  goods  on  board  the  vessel,  they  were  no 
longer  in  transitu,  and  therefore  could  not  be  stopped 
by  the  sellers.  The  case  of  Turner  v.  77^  Trustees  oj 
the  Liverpool  Docks  {I)  is  distinguishable  from  the  pre- 
sent case,  because  there  the  vendors  retained  the  goods 


(a)  5  Moo.  P.  C.  165.  In 
Couturier  y.  Hastier  5  H.  L.  673, 
it  was  said  : — ^  The  goods  are 
either  shipped  '  free  on  board* 
when  thej  are  thenceforward  at 
the  risk  of  the  vendee,  or  thejr 


are  shipped  *to  arriye*  whidi 
saves  the  vendee  from  all  risk 
till  thej  are  safelj  brought  iG 
port." 

(b)  6  Exch.  543. 
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under  their  own  control,  by  taking  bills  of  lading  making        1869. 
the   goods  deliverable  to   their  own  order,  and  indorsing      ^^^     ' 
them  to  their  own  agents.    The  distinction  between  the  two  v. 

classes  of  cases  is  pomted  out  by  Mr.  Blackburn  (a)  m  com- 
menting on  the  case  of  Fragano  v.  Long  {V).     [^Cromptariy 
J»— That  case  is  a  strong  authority  in  favour  of  the  plain- 
tiflfe.]     Risk  is  a  test  of  property.     From  the  time  of  the 
shipment  the  goods  were  at  the  risk  of  the  consignees.    If 
the  goods  had  been  shipped  without  taking  a  bill  of  lading, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  property  would  have  passed  at 
the  time  of  the  shipment.     Here  the  property  passed  at 
the  moment  when  the  goods  were  shipped  in  pursuance  of 
the  contract.     There  is  evidence  that  the  goods  were  so 
shipped,  and  the  jury  have  found  the  fact.     If  the  contract 
would  have  been  completely  fulfilled,  so  as  to  pass  the  pro- 
perty without  the  bill  of  lading,  the  taking  of  a  bill  of  lading, 
and   indorsing   it   to  the  defendants,  which   was  done  in 
furtherance  of  the  contract,  cannot  alter  the  position  of  the 
parties.     The  sending  of  the  bill  of  lading  so  indorsed  to 
Goolden  shewed  the  intent  of  the  plaintiffs  to  perform  their 
agreement.     It  is  said  that  in  Watt  v.  Baker  (c)  the  words 
•*free  on  board"  were  in  the  contract.     But  it  was  not 
shewn  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  vendor  to  fulfil 
the  contract     [  Williams^  J. — It  is  suflScient  for  your  argu- 
ment that  the  Court  viewed  it  in  that  way,]     Here  the 
plaintiffs  did  all  that  they  contracted  to  do.     [Crompton, 
J. — In  Turner  v.  27ie  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks  (d) 
the  Court  seem  to  affirm  the  proposition,  that  if  a  vendor 
says,  '^  I  will  send  goods  so  as  to  be  delivered  if  the  vendee 
pays  for  them,"  it  shews  that  he  is  shipping   to   himselC 
Williamsy  J. — The  argument  for  the  plaintifiB  may  be  nar- 

(a)  Blackburn  on  the  Contract  (c)  2  Exch.  1 . 
of  Sale,  128.  (d)  6  Exch.  543. 

(b)  4B.&C.  219. 

H  H  H   2 
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rowed  to  this — that  there  is  no  difference  whether  the 
bill  of  lading  makes  the  goods  deliverable  to  the  vendonf 
order,  and  they  indorse  it  to  the  consignees,  or  whether  it 
makes  the  goods  deliverable  to  the  consignees.]    It  is 
said  that  the  plaintiffs  might  have  struck  out  the  indorse- 
ment, and  Brind  v.  Hampshire  (a)  was  relied  upon.     But 
by  the  shipment,  in  performanee  of  the  contract,  the  pro- 
perty passed,  and  it  could  not  afterwards  be  divested  by  any 
act  of  the  plaintifis.     In  The  Packet  de  Bilboa  (Jb)  the  goods 
were  sent  at  the  risk  of  the  shipper,  and  the  [Mroper^  in 
them  had  not  passed  to  the  consignee.     In  The  Aurora  (c) 
and  The  Jatephine  {d)  there  was  nothing  to  take  the  pro- 
perty out  of  the  shippers;   the  shipments  were  not  under 
contracts. 

Raymond^  in  reply. — The  mere  fact  of  putting  goods  oo 
board  a  ship  amounts  to  nothing.  In  order  to  ascertain 
its  effect,  the  contract  and  character  of  the  shipment  must 
be  considered.  At  the  time  of  this  shipment  three  bills 
of  lading  {e)  were  taken,  making  the  goods  deliverable  to 
the  order  of  the  vendors  or  their  assigns.  The  taking  of 
such  bills  did  not  shew  an  intention  to  ship  the  goocb 
to  the  defendants  in  pursuance  of  the  contract  If,  after 
the  indorsement  of  one  bill  of  lading  and  before  it  was 
handed  to  the  defendants,  the  plaintifis  had  thought  it  con- 
venient to  alter  the  destination  of  the  shipment,  they  could 
have  done  so.  Down  to  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
bill  of  lading  the  plaintiffs  could  have  enforced  a  claim  to 
the  oil  as  against  the  defendants.  [WiUes^i. — Suppose  I 
order  of  a  person  goods  to  be  shipped  **  free  on  board," 
and  a  bill  of  lading  is  sent  by  post,  or  by  a  messenger,  and 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  365.  (e)  This  fact  does  not  appear 

Qi)  2  Rob.  Adm.  133.  in  the  report  of  the  case  in  the 

(c)  4  Rob.  Adm.  218.  Court  below. 

(d)  4  Rob.  Adm.  25. 
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before  it  reaches  its  destination  the  ship  is  lost    Erle^  J.        1859. 
—  There  the  bill   of  lading  would  be  out  of  the  legal      ^^""^ 
control  of  the  party,  and  the  property  would  pass.]     Here  »• 

there  was  a  contract  for  a  bill  of  lading  which  the  defend- 
ants were  to  have.  The  shipment  did  not  pass  the  pro- 
perty, because  the  plaintiffs  did  an  act  which  retained  the 
property  in  themselves  at  the  instant  of  the  shipment.  The 
expression  ^*  free  on  board**  means  only  that  the  vendor 
shall  pay  all  expenses  till  the  property  is  shipped.  It  is 
said  that  the  bill  of  lading  may  be  disregarded  ;  but  if  there 
had  been  none,  and  the  plaintiffs  had  wished  to  retain  the 
property  in  themselves,  they  would  have  said  to  the  master, 
**  You  diall  carry  the  goods  for  me.'*  That  is  in  fact  exactly 
what  they  have  now  done.  Merely  writing  the  defendant's 
name  on  the  bill  of  lading,  without  delivery,  was  no  indorse- 
ment :  Martton  v.  Allen  (a).  Wait  v.  Baher  ip)  shews  that 
the  defendants  could  not  have  maintained  trover  for  the  oil 
if  the  platdtifis  had  chosen  to  indorse  one  of  the  bills  of 
lading  to  some  one  else. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Erlb,  J. — In  this  case  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  below  should  be  affirmed. 

The  contract  was  for  the  purchase  of  unascertained 
goods,  and  the  question  has  been,  when  the  property 
passed.  For  the  answer  the  contract  must  be  resorted  to ; 
and  under  that  we  think  the  property  passed  when  the 
goods  were  placed  **  free  on  board,"  in  performance  of  the 
contract. 

In  this  class  of  cases  the  passing  of  the  property  may 
depend,  according  to  the  contract,  either  on  mutual  con- 
(a)  8  M.  &  W.  494.  (b)  2  £xch.  1. 


sent  of  both  parties,  or  on  the  act  of  the  render  commani- 
cated  to  the  purchaser,  or  on  the  act  of  the  Tendor  alone. 

Here  it  passed  by  the  act  of  the  Tendor  alone.  If  the 
bill  of  lading  had  made  the  goods  '^  to  be  deliTcred  to  the 
order  of  the  consignee,*  the  passii^  of  the  property  would 
be  clear.  The  bill  of  biding  made  them  *<  to  be  delivered 
to  the  order  of  the  consignor,"  and  he  ind€>rsed  it  to  the 
order  of  the  consignee,  and  sent  it  to  his  agent  for  the 
consignee.  Thos  the  real  question  has  been  on  the  inten- 
tion with  which  the  bill  of  lading  was  taken  in  this  form: 
whether  the  consignor  shipped  the  goods  in  performance 
of  his  contract  to  place  them  "fiee  on  board;**  or  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  a  control  over  them  and  continoing 
to  be  owner,  cootrarr  to  the  contract,  as  in  the  case  of 
fTak  ▼.  Baker  (a),  and,  as  is  explained  in  T\amer  t.  Tkt 
Tnuiea  of  the  Ucerpool  Doda  (&),  and  Vam  Coded  ▼. 
Boolter{c).  The  qoestion  was  one  of  &ct,aiid  must  be  taken 
to  haTe  been  disposed  of  at  the  trial ;  the  only  question 
before  the  Court  below  or  before  us  being,  whether  the 
mode  of  takii^  the  lull  of  lading  necessarily  prerented  the 
property  from  passing.  In  our  opinion  it  (Ud  not,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  therefore  the  judgment  must  be 
aflSrmed. 

Judgmoit  aflKrmed. 


(«)  %  Excb.  1. 


(r)  3  Exck  691. 


(h)  6  Exch.  549. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 
{Error  from  the  Court  of  Ezcliequer,) 


Garton  and  Another  v.  The  Bristol  and  Exeter        June  22, 23. 

Railway  Company. 


Ti 


HIS  was  a  proceeding  in  error  on  the  judgment  of  the  By  the  6  Wm. 

Court  of  Exchequer  for  the  plaintiff  upon  a  special  case  a'company  wag 

stated  by  an  arbitrator  for  the  opinion  of  that  Court  (re-  for  the  puqiose 

ported  (a).  a««^,  p.  33).  ^In:^'"^ 

Bristol  to 
Exeter.     By 

Kinglake,  Serjt.  {Butt  and  Montague  Smith  with  him)  JJ^^^"J'®„' 
argued  for  the  defendants  {b). — The  first  question  is,  under  ^»»  authorised 
what  act  of  parliament  are  the  Company  entitled  to  levy  reasonable 

charges  for  the 

toll,  whether  under  the  original  Act,  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.,  or  conveyance 

under  the  Act  which  authorized  them  to  make  the  junction  and  goods  on 

and  branch  railways,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.   The  I75th  section  as^theTmiSt 

of  the  6  Wm,  4,  c.  xxxvi.  regulates  the  tonnage  rates  to  be  ^1^™"^ 

taken  by  the  Company  for  goods  conveyed  on  their  railway.  ^*J^**""^  * 

The  176th  section  empowers  the  Company  to  demand  cer-  ^!*«  ^  &  9 

entitled  "  An 
Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,  and  to  authorise  the  formation 
of  a  junction  railway  and  several  branch  railways  connected  with  the  same,**  by  Fection  19  pro* 
▼ided  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  charge  in  respect  of  certain  foods  con- 
veyed on  the  railway  more  than  certain  sums  therein  specified — Held,  by  the  Court  of  £zchequet 
Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the  words  the  railway  in  the 
19th  section  of  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.  applied  to  the  whole  line,  including  the  junction  and 
branch  railways,  and  not  to  the  junction  and  branch  railways  only. 

(a)  The  special  case  as  there  struck  out. 

printed    requires    the   following  {b)  June  22  &  23.  Before  Cock- 

corrections  : — At  page  39,  line  1,  bunt,  C.  J.,  TVightmariy  J.,  Erie,  J., 

^^  extra"  should  be  inserted   be-  Williams^  J .,  Crompion,  J .,  Crow^ 

tween  "  no"  and  "risk :"  at  page  der^  J.,  nnd  Byles,  J. 
41,    line   13,    "wo/**    should    be 


IS59.       t*iD  ^oOa  in  respect  of  panengen,  beal^  cattle,  and  amK 

Jr"  ■  ""'      cuQ*ejed  ia  curiages  npoD  their  nilwaj.     The  178tli  i 

'■  tioo  uithorixes  the  CompuiT  to  ose  looomotive  eoKU 

BataroL  _  '      "' 

AID         and  iQ  carnages  propelled  thereby,  to  coavej  upon  ti 

BAawAi  Ca   railnraj  passenger^  cattle,  and  other  animaliy  goods,  & 

aod  to  make  each  reasonable  duugea  as  thej  may  frxim  a 

to  tiioe  detemuDe  npcHi,  not  exceeding  3^  a  mite  indi 

ing  the  toll  or  rate  thereinbefore  granted.     The  Ctmpi 

hare  changed  certain  toll,  as  allowed  by  the  I76th  aecU 

and  a  small  additional  sum  (or  looNnotiTe  power.     Sinai 

dausea  were  under  dJacmrioa  in  the  case  of  Anbr  t.  'j 

Gnat  Watrm  Ratheog  Cempamf{a).     Sectioa    187    f 

Tides  that  the  rates  and  tolls  shall  be  dnrged  eqmlly  i 

after  the  same  rate  per  ton  per  mile  througboat  the  wfa 

of  the  railway  in  reelect  of  the  aame  description  ol  aitic 

Also  the  3  VicL  c  xlviL,  s.  29,  provides  that  tbe  thMi 

for  the  carriage  vf  any  panenger,  good^  "■■■"■'■.  &&,  or 

the  use  of  any  steam-power,  shall  be  diarged  eqnaDy  to 

persons,  and   after  the  same  rate   per  mil^   or  per 

per  mile,  in  respect  of  all  passenger^   and  of  all  got 

animals,  or  carriages  of  a  like  description,  and  coave; 

or  propelled  by  a  like  carri^e  or  engioe,  passing  on 

same  porticNi  of  the  line  oidy,  and  under  the  same 

cumstances.     There  is  no  other  enactment  widi   re8[ 

to  tolb  until  the  8  &  9  McL  c  dv^  the  proviaoiu 

which  are  inconsistent  with  the  clansea  in  the  former  A 

By  tbe  3rd  section  of  tbe  8  &  9  VicL  c.  dv.,  the  Comp 

are  authorixed  to  make  a  junctiim  railway  and  three  braj 

railways.     The  ISlh  section  limits  the  charge  for  tbe  c 

Tcyance  of  paaengers.     Tbe  19th  section  enacts,  "  Thi 

shall  Dfrt  be  lawful  for  the  Company  to  duuge^  in  respec 

the  several  articles,  matten*  and  things  hereinafter  n 

tioned,  coDveyed  on  the  railway,  any  greater  sum,  indue 

(a)  11  C.B.S45. 
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the  charges  for  the  use  of  carriages,  waggons  or  trucks,  and 
for  locomotive  power,  and  all  other  charges  incidental  to 
such  conveyance,  &c.,  than  the  several  sums  hereinafter 
mentioned"    That  enactment  applies  only  to  the  junction 
and  branch  lines.     It  would  be  strange  if  by  the  8  &  9  Vict.    Bailw1t~Co. 
c  civ.,  which  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Company  to  construct  a  junction  and  branch  railways,  the 
Ic^slature,  without  reference  to  the  previous  tolls  and  with- 
out any  preamble,  should  have  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
tolls  over  the  whole  line  of  railway.     [Crompton^  J. — The 
title  of  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.,  is  '^An  Act  to  amend  the 
Acts  relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,  and  to 
authorize  the  formation  of  a  junction  railway,  and  several 
branch  railways  connected  with  the  same."]     The  sections 
from  the  3rd  to  the  20th  inclusive  have  reference  to  the 
junction  and  branch  railways.  The  term  *'  the  railway"  is  first 
used  in  the  6th  section;  and  in  that  and  the  7th,  8th,  9th, 
10th,  12th,  15th  and  16th  sections,  it  evidently  means  the 
junction  and  branch  railways.     Reading  the  19th  and  20th 
sections  in  connection  with  the  previous  sections,  the  same 
construction  ought  to  be  put  upon  them.     Whenever  the 
main  line  of  railway  is  meant  to  be  referred  to,  it  is  men- 
tioned in  express  terms,  as  in  the  46th,  48th  and  49th  sec- 
tions.    If  the  legislature  had  intended  to  alter  the  tolls  on 
the  main  line,  the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.  would  have  contained 
provisions  similar  to  the  28th  and  29th  sections  of  the  3  Vict 
c.  xlvii.    The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  proceeded 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  an  ambiguity  in  the  language 
of  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.,  which  the  Company  ought  to 
have  made  clear. 

The  second  question  is,  whether,  wheii  parcels  are  packed 
with  various  goods  of  a  different  description  so  as  to  cause 
any  extra  risk,  the  Company  is  entitled  to  make  an  addi- 
tional charge  in  respect  of  that.     Now  the  settled  law  as  to 


1859.  packed  parcels  is  not  disputed ;  but  it  is  sobmitted  that  ii 
some  cases  the  Company  are  warranted  in  making  an  addi 
tional  charge,  for  instance,  if  a  parcel  is  so  packed  as  ti 
create  an  extra  risk.  Here  a  cask  of  spirits  was  paired  a 
BailwItCo.  the  same  parcel  with  goods  which  might  have  been  damaged 
by  it  The  statute  authorizes  the  Company  to  classify  goods 
according  to  the  risk  of  carriage. 

CoOier,  for  the  plaintiflk — The  first  question  is.  whether, 
by  the  8  &  9  Vict  c.  civ.,  s.  19,  the  Bristol  and  Exeter 
Railway  Company  are  restricted  to  certain  charges  on  the 
main  line  as  well  as  on  the  junction  and  branches.  It  wooU 
be  highly  inconvenient  that  the  Company  should  be  restricted 
to  certain  charges  for  passengers  and  goods  on  the  junctioa 
and  branch  lines ;  but  that  their  charges  for  <x>nYeyance  oo 
the  main  line  should  not  be  limited.     No  reason  or  ground 
of  convenience  for  making  such  a  distinction  has  been  sug- 
gested; and  the  presumption  is  that  it  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  legislature.     By  the  6    Wm.   4,  c.   xxxvi., 
ss.  175,  176,  the  Company  are  empowered  to  take  certain 
limited   tolls  for  goods  and   passengers  carried    on    their 
railway  by  other  persons  using  the  railway  with  their  own 
carriages.     It  was  at  that  time  supposed  that  such  would  be 
the  mode  in  which  the  traffic  on  railways  would  be  chiefly 
carried  on.  It  is  believed  that  these  provisions  have  not  been 
repealed,  but  are  still  in  force  as  to  tolls  to  be  taken  under 
such  circumstances.  But  it  was  never  intended  that  railway 
Companies  should  be  at  liberty  to  make  arbitrary  charges 
for  the  use  of  their  line.     The  1  &  2  Vict  c.  xxvL,  "  for 
making  several  branches  in  the  county  of  Somerset  from 
the    line   of   the    Bristol   and    Exeter   Railway,   and    for 
amending  the  Act  relating  to  such  railway,*"  by  sect.  30 
enacted,  ^^  that  the  rates  or  tolls,  and  charges  to  be  made  for 
the  use  of  the  said  railway,  or  for  the  carriage  of  any  pas- 
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sengersy  &c.,  or  for  the  use  of  any  steam-power  or  carriage 

to  be  supplied^  &c,  should  be  charged  equally  throughout 

the  whole  railway  J*     [^Crompton,  J . — The  expression  "the  v. 

said  railway  ^  seems  to  be  used  in  the  3rd  section  of  the  and 

EXETBK 

1  Vict  c.  xxvi.  as  including  the  branches, — the  words  are  Railway  Co. 
"commencing  at  the  main  line  of  the  said  railway"]  The 
8  &  9  Vict,  c  civ.  is  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,**  and  not  merely  "  to 
authorize  the  formation  of  a  junction  railway  and  several 
branch  railways  connected  therewith.**  It  recites  all  the 
previous  Acts  and  must  be  taken  as  embodying  the  6  Wm.  4, 
c.  xxxvi.  [Crompton^  J. — The  only  clause  that  gives  power 
to  take  tolls  is  the  second,  and  that  is  done  by  making  the 
whole  one  railway  under  one  system.  The  18th  and  19th 
sections  merely  limits  the  power.] — He  was  then  stopped  by 
the  Court. 

Kinglake^  Serjt.,  in  reply. — By  the  interpretation  clause 
of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  &  9 
Vict.  c.  20,  s.  3,  which  Act  is  incorporated  with  the  8  &  9 
Vict.  c.  civ.,  it  is  enacted  that  "the  railway**  shall  mean  the 
railway  and  works  by  the  special  Act  authorized  to  be  con- 
structed. [Crompton^  J. — There  are  many  clauses  which 
refer  to  "the  junction  railway,"  and  "branch  railways** 
authorized  to  be  made.  Wightman^  J. — The  8  &  9  Vict, 
c.  civ.,  s.  20,  empowers  every  first  class  passenger  travelling 
upon  the  railway  to  take  with  him  his  ordinary  luggage  not 
exceeding  100  lbs.  in  weight.  The  quantity  allowed  by  the 
6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.,  s.  180,  was  only  40  lbs.  It  would  be 
highly  inconvenient  to  construe  the  words  "  the  railway,** 
in  the  20th  section,  as  applying  only  to  the  junction  and 
branch  railways.  In  the  46th  section  the  term  "  the  rail- 
way'* is  used,  applying  to  part  of  the  main  line.     The  48th 
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1859.       sectioQ  legislates  with  respect  to  **  the  said  railwaj,  juncticm 
^r""^''^*^      nulway  and  branch  nulwajs.*^ 

V. 

▲HO  CocKBUBN,  C  J.— -We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  ju(%- 

&ULWAT  Co»  ment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  mast  be  affirmed.  We 
have  to  determine  whether  the  18th  and  19th  sections  of 
8  &  9  Vict  c.  cIy.,  which  is  ^  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway,  and  to  anthoriie 
the  formation  of  a  junction  railway  and  several  branch  raiU 
ways  connected  with  the  same,**  are  applicable  generally  to 
the  whole  railway,  including  the  junction  and  branch  rail- 
ways, or  solely  to  such  junction  and  branch  railways.  There 
»  a  series  of  sections  leading  up  to  the  18th  in  which  ^the 
railway"  is  spoken  of  in  the  singular  number;  and  it  is  said 
to  refer  only  to  the  particular  part  of  the  proposed  new  jonc- 
tion  and  branch  railways.  The  defendants  would  put  a  noii- 
lar  limited  construction  on  the  18th  and  19th  sections.  But 
such  a  construction  would  lead  to  such  absurd  consequences 
that  we  cannot  safely  adopt  it  The  defendants  most  say 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  apply  to  the  junction  and 
branch  railways.  We  should  then  have  to  construe  the 
term  *^  the  railway  "  as  applying  to  three  or  four  railways. 
But  we  think  that  the  language  used  shews  that  the  legisla- 
ture contemplated  that  the  junction  and  branches  would 
form  one  undertaking  with  the  original  railway,  and  accord- 
ingly, after  passing  from  special  provisions  applicable  to  the 
junction  railway  or  one  or  other  of  the  bran<di  rulways, 
they  speak  of  the  whole  of  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway, 
with  the  branches,  as  one  railway.  That  view  of  the  case 
is  fortified  when  we  look  to  what  had  been  the  previous 
legislation  on  the  same  subject  The  I  Vict  c.  xxvi.  is 
*'An  Act  for  making  several  branches  in  the  county  of 
Somerset  from  the  line  of  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway, 
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and  for  amendiog  the  Act  relating  to  such  railway."  In 
the  earlier  sections  of  that  Act»  where  it  relates  to  making 
the  branches,  the  Act  applies  to  the  branch  railways  and      _  »• 

,  Bbistol 

gives  the  necessary  power  for  their  construction.     Then         and 

comes  a  general  provision  in  respect  of  tolls  for  the  use  of   Railwax  Co. 

the  **  said  railway "  (sect  30),  which  is  there  clearly  shewn 

by  the  context  to  apply  to  the  general  body  of  the  Bristol 

and  Exeter  Railway.     The  language  of  the  8  &  9  Vict. 

c.  civ.  is  similar,  the  provisions  are  analc^us,  and  the  titles 

of  the  two  Acts  are  nearly  the  same.  The  Acts  are  not  only 

in  pari  materia,  but  were  passed  for  similar  purposes.     And 

the  former  Acts  afford  us  a  means  of  construing  that  now 

in  question.     On  this  ground  the  judgment  of  the  Court 

below  must  be  aflBrmed.     It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the 

other  question  which  was  discussed,  but  at  the  same  time 

looking  at  the  grounds  of  the  decision  in  the  Court  below, 

I  think  it  was  correct. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.— I  agree  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  that 
the  word  *^  the  railway,'*  in  the  19th  section  of  the  8  &  9 
Vict,  c  civ.,  means  not  only  the  junction  and  branch  raiU 
ways,  but  the  whole  system  of  lines  of  which  the  Bristol  and 
Exeter  Railway  consists, — the  whole  in  fact  of  that  which  is 
referred  to  in  the  title  of  the  Act.  There  are  various  rea<» 
sons  for  this,  and  any  other  construction  would  lead  to  incon- 
venient and  absurd  consequences.  By  the  20th  section  of 
the  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.,  passengers  on  **the  railway"  are 
empowered  to  take  100  lbs.  weight  of  luggage,  whereas 
under  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.  they  could  only  take  40  lbs. 
It  can  hardly  be  contended  that  a  passenger  starting  by  the 
branch  line  with  100  lbs.  of  luggage  must  either  leave 
behind  him  or  pay  for  60  lbs.  of  it  when  he  comes  to  the 
mun  line.     By  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.,  s.  177,  the  Com- 
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IS^.  puiT  wne  cmpoweied  to  make  sodi  ihiiy  f  as  <^?  dkouu 
think  proper  for  providiii^  iocomotm  po  vcr,  in  aiiiiciuiL  i: 
die  fixed  folk  wliicti  dieT  voe  endbkd  to  tdke  W  tnc 
175di  SMtioo.  Tbe  8*9  Vict,  c  dr^  s.  119,  cii»  r*^ 
BjLmlxTx  <^  power  and  fixes  soa»  to  be  tiken  some  vlw  Isser  i^bd 
those  in  6  Wn.  4,c.  xxxiv  sl  17^  It  but  weO  be.  t&sic  fie 
k^!:isbtiire  intended  to  fix  a  naxiBaB  chaive  far 
fine.     It  wooU  be  diCcoh  to  spplj  the  Emited 

tioQ  of  the  t  ■  [Iff  nirni  ^  the  nSmar,*  rotitewdrd  $9r  bw  cte 

•  •  • 

delendutcs^  to  the  fhwwr^  prccccfiB^  the  ISdi,  bi 
set  of  aectkoB^  lebliiis  to  ooe 
far  iMiiiug  ''the  tmtwmj^  over  the  irver  Pieieg. 
in  the  lOdi  sectiao^  lebdo^  to  anodser  bnoch.  far 
it  mder  the  Grand  Wcstcni  CamL 
''the  railwmT*  does  boc  there  apptj  to  the 
kntmdk  riiAajii>  It  «caB»  therefare  in  these  seexlkjoft  tzi 
lelafie  to  the  general  si^eoa  of  ratlvsvs  as  farmingr 
Ths  viev  is  cuofirmed  bj  teference  to  the  I  Ties, 
and  S  Vict,  c  idhu.  la  dbe  factoer  of  these  JUts^  the  ticie 
of  which  B  ndar  to  dhac  of  the  »  &  9  Viet,  cl  dr^  the 
tera  *^  caSwaj"'  i»  osed  m  &e  soeniv;  aod  in  ^e  JOt& 
aectiun  of  chac  Act  and  &e  ±kh  aectiaa  of  the  Z  Vscc. 
c.  xira.  tc  i»  dear  thac  &e  whole  n&wsv  is  referred  to  b  j 
orac  cxpeeaBDQk  I  ntinkj  thaeface,  choc  the 
adopoed  bj  the  Conct  of  ExBheqKr  is 


X 


euucur  nt 


tsun  SBw  whether  c&e  omn  ***  dxe 
jectUHitf^  reflecs  to  the  ceneral 
JUrc  »  HOC  an  .\ct  mefvirtD  enable 
jmxccuo  and  bcaochesh.  bnc  to  j"'****^ 

the  conatrvrtiun 


CO 

rptafmg  to 
far  bv 
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plaintiffs  is  within  the  title  of  the  Act.     The  2nd  section        1859. 

enables  the  Company  to  take  tolls  on  the  branches  as  parts       );r^     ' 

\  *  Gartok 

of  the  general  railroad.     If  not,  there  is  no  clause  enabling  v. 

1  1  II  y  Bristol 

them  to  take  toll.     When  the  schedule  relating  to  the  sub-  akd 

scription  for  new  shares  is  looked  at,  it  appears  that  the  Railway  Co. 
legislature  have  designated  the  whole  line  with  the  branches 
and  junction  as  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway.  I  think 
the  effect  is  to  make  it  one  railway.  It  was  argued  that  in 
the  earlier  sections  the  term  "  the  railway  **  is  used  in  a  dif- 
ferent sense.  But  I  do  not  accede  to  that  argument  To 
make  out  their  case,  the  defendants  must  say  that  in  the 
19th  section  the  expression  means  three  branch  railways 
and  the  junction  railway.  But  the  term  "the  railway"  is 
not  used  in  the  earlier  sections  in  the  sense  the  defendants 
seek  to  put  upon  it  in  the  18th  and  19th  sections.  Wher- 
ever the  legislature  were  dealing  with  the  three  branch 
railways  and  the  junction  railway,  as  in  the  4th,  the  17th 
and  in  the  23rd  sections,  it  is  so  expressed.  The  inconveni- 
ences, pointed  out  by  my  brother  IFightman,  which  would 
result  if  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  defendants 
was  to  prevail,  are  extremely  great.  I  see  nothing  unrea- 
sonable in  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  plaintiffs; 
on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  very  unlikely  that  the  Company 
would  have  been  left  free  to  charge  as  they  might  please. 

Crowder,  J.,  concurred. 

Byles,  J. — I  agree  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  must  be  aflSrmed.  The  case  was  argued  as  if 
the  main  object  of  the  Act  was  to  enable  the  Company  to 
make  a  junction  and  branches.  But  the  title  may  be  looked 
at,  and  it  describes  the  Act  as  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating  to  the   Bristol  and   Exeter  Railway."     The  pre- 
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amble  recites  that  ''it  is  expedient  that  some  of  the  power 
and  provisions  of  the  said  Acts  should  be  amended  a» 
enlaiged."  That  evidently  shews  that  the  main  object  a 
the  iegisktore  was  to  amend  and  enlarge  the  poweis  am 
kJilwItCo.  provisions  of  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exetei 
Railway.  The  first  seclicm  incorporates  the  Lands  Claose 
Act,  1845,  and  part  of  the  Railway  Claoses  Act,  1845 
with  the  general  system  of  Acts  relating  to  the  Bristol  anc 
Exeter  Railway.  The  whcde  are  incorporated  together  and 
are  to  form  part  o(  the  AcL  The  Act  therefore  is  an  Ad 
relating  to  the  general  regolaUon  of  the  Bristol  and  Exetei 
Railway.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  my  brother  CWai^ 
torn  have  referred  to  the  2nd  section  as  shewing  that  thij 
Act  relates  to  the  whde  undertaking.  If  the  18th,  ISdi 
and  20th  sections  had  immediately  followed  the  2nd  sec- 
tion no  one  could  have  doubted  hot  that  the  term  ''the 
railway"  in  those  sections  referred  to  the  whole  railway 
But  they  are  more  properly  inserted  after  the  17th  section, 
because,  coming  after  the  series  of  sections  whidi  empowei 
the  Company  to  make  these  additions  to  their  undertaking 
it  is  more  dear  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been  that  the 
provisions  are  intended  to  extend  to  the  junction  and 
branch  railways. 

Judgment  aflBrmed. 
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MEMORANDA. 

In  Trinity  Term  Lord  Chelmsford  resigned  the  Great 
Seal,  and  it  was  delivered  to  Lord  Campbell  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench. 

John  Hinde  Palmer^  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Esquire ;  Archibald 
John  Stephensy  of  Graj's  Inn,  Esquire ;  and  William  David 
Lewis,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Esquire,  were  appointed  Her 
Majesty's  Counsel. 

In  Trinity  Vacation  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Alexander 
Edmund  Cockbum,  Bart.,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  The  Honourable  Sir  William 
ErUy  Knight,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Coiut  of  Queen's 
Bench,  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Colin  Blackburn^  of  the  Inner  Temple, 
Esquire,  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  and  gave  rings  with  the  motto  ^* Promere  Jura** 
He  afterwards  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly  and  Sir  Hugh  McCalmoni  Cairns , 
having  resigned  their  offices  of  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General,  were  succeeded  by  Sir  Richard  BethelU  Knight, 
and  Sir  Henry  Singer  Keating^  Knight. 
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ABATEMENT. 

Time  for  commencing  Action  after. 

See  LiiiiTATioK  or  Actioks. 

ACTION  (ON  THE  CASE)  FOE 
DECEIT. 

(1).  Dcunages^-Naturally    resulting 

from, 

A  declaration  alleged  that  the 
plamtiff,  defendant  and  C.  bad  en- 
tered into  a  joint  speculation  in 
railway  shares :  that  C.  had  advanced 
6000/.;  2000/.  on  his  own  behalf, 
2000/.  as  a  loan  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
2000/.  on  behalf  of  the  defendant : 
that  C.  was  desirous  of  retiring  from 
the  adventure,  and  the  defendant 
offered  to  take  upon  himself  the 
whole  of  the  adventure  and  debt  of 
6000/.,  provided  the  plaintiff  would 
consent  to  abandon  his  share  to  the 
defendant,  and  C.  would  accept  the 
defendant  as  his  debtor  in  the  place 
of  the  plaintiff  for  the  said  sum  of 
20001. ;  that  the  plaintiff  did  aban- 

I  I  I  2 


don  his  share  of  the  adventure  to 
the  defendant,  and  the  defendant 
agreed  to  take  upon  himself  the 
whole  adventure  and  become  debtor 
to  C.  for  the  whole  6000/.,  and  C, 
on  the  faith  and  in  the  belief  that 
such  an  arrangement  was  made,  con- 
sented to  accept  the  defendant  as 
such  debtor  in  the  place  of  the 
plaintiff.  Nevertheless,  the  defend- 
ant knowing  that  he  ^one  was  ca- 
pable of  proving  that  the  plaintiff 
had  assented  to  the  said  arrauge- 
ment,  fraudulently,  falsely,  and  ma- 
liciously, and  before  the  Evidence 
Act,  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  99,  and  in 
order  to  induce  C.  to  believe  that 
the  said  joint  adventure  had  never 
been  put  an  end  to,  and  to  induce 
C.  to  sue  the  plaintiff  for  the  2000/., 
and  to  deter  the  plaintiff  from  call- 
ing the  defendant  as  a  witness,  and 
to  destroy  his  credit  as  a  witness,  if 
so  called,  wrote  and  sent  to  C.  a 
letter,  purporting  to  be  addressed 
to  the  plaintiff  but  directed  to  C, 
wherein  he  fraudulently  and  falsely 
pretended  to  expostulate  with  the 
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plaintiff,  and  asserted  that  the  plain* 
tiff  had  positively  refused  to  concur 
in  tlie  said  arrangement.  By  means 
whereof  C.  was  induced  to  and  did 
believe  that  the  plaintiff  had  never 
agreed  to  retire  from  the  said  adven- 
ture, and,  acting  on  such  behalf,  C. 
brought  an  action  against  the  plain- 
tiff to  recover  the  2000/. :  that  the 
said  action  was  referred  to  an  arbi- 
trator, upon  the  terms  that  neither 
tlie  plaintifi  nor  the  defendant  should 
be  examined;  and  C.  recovered 
against  the  plaintiff  2,486/.,  which 
he  was  compelled  to  pay. — Held^ 
that  the  declaration  aiHclosed  no 
cause  of  action,  since  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  the  damage  to  the  plaintiff 
was  a  natural  result  of  the  wrongful 
act  of  the  defendant.  Collins  v. 
Obm,  225 

(2).  Against  Director  of  Company  for 

r^euring  false  Representation  to 
made  as  to  value  of  Shares. 

By  the  rules  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change Act  for  1853,  the  committee 
will  not  fix  a  settling  day  for  the 
shares  in  a  mining  Company,  or 
permit  the  same  to  be  inserted  in 
the  official  list,  unless  it  has  been 
represented  to  them  that  the  sub- 
scription list  is  full,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  such  shares  as  are  reserved 
for  special  purposes,  and  that  not 
less  than  two-thirds  of  the  scrip  have 
been  paid  upon.  The  defendant, 
one  of  the  directors  of  a  mining 
Company,  formed  to  consist  of 
100,000  shares  of  1/.  each  fully  paid 
up,  having  in  conjunction  with  others 
falsely  and  fraudulently  caused  it  to 
be  represented  to  the  committee  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  that  41,711 
shares  had  been  allotted,  and  that 
40,911/.  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Company's  bankers,  liaving  been 
paid  upon  the  scrip,  40,000  shares 
)eing  reserved  as  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  certain  land,  and  19,000  for 


distribution  in  the  colony,  the  com- 
mittee caused  a  settling  day  to  be 
appointed  and  the  shares  to  be  quoted 
in  the  official  list.  The  plaintiff 
knowing  the  rule  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change and,  from  seeing  the  shares 
Quoted,  believing  that  two-thirds  of 
tne  scrip  had  been  paid  upon,  bought 
on  the  Stock  Excnange  from  third 
persons  200  shares  in  that  belief. 
It  was  proved  that  no  more  than 
19,183  shares  were  allotted  and  only 
7000  were  ever  paid  upon,  and  that 
the  defendant  knew  this  at  the  time 
of  the  representation  to  the  Stock 
Exchange.  The  shares  turned  out 
to  be  valueless. — Held,  that  an  ac- 
tion was  maintainable  by  the  plain- 
tiff against  the  defendant  for  the 
false  and  ft^udulent  representation 
made  by  him.     Bedford  v.  Bagskaw, 

538 

ACTION  (ON  THE  CASE)  FOB 
NEGLIGENCE. 

See  UiGUWAr. 

Bailwat  asd  Canal  Tbattio 
Act. 

(1).  Evidence, 

(a).  B.  took  a  ticket  from  Working- 
ton to  Carlisle  from  the  Whitehaven 
Junction  Kailway  Company.  In 
order  to  arrive  at  the  platform  at 
the  station  at  Maryport  the  trains 
'  pass  over  the  line  of  the  Marj-port 
and  Carlisle  Railway.  On  that  line 
is  a  self-acting  switch  used  for  shunt- 
ing carriages  into  a  siding.  The 
switch  and  siding  were  the  property 
of  tiie  Maryport  and  Carlisle  Kail- 
way  Company,  but  used  exclusively 
by  the  Whitehaven  Junction  Eail- 
way  Company.  The  switch  is  about 
four  yaids  from  a  gate  which  is  on 
the  line  of  the  Whitehaven  Junction 
Railway  Company,  a  servant  of 
which  Company  was  in  the  habit  of 
;  occasionally  looking  over  the  gate  to 
I  see  that  the  switch  was  in  proper 
order.       It    was    proved    that    ail 
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Bwitchee  are  liable  to  get  out  of 
order.  A  train  of  the  Whitehaven 
Juactioa  Railway  coming  slowly  up 
to  the  station,  in  consequence  of  the 
points  being  turned  the  wrong  way, 
ran  into  the  siding  and  came  in  col- 
lision with  some  cool  trucks,  wliereby  ,' 

B.  was  killed.     The  Judge  left  it  to  I       ^,     ,  .»,..,      .  „         ..  ^ 

the  jury  to  say  whether  there  was  *  ^'  ^''''S^  *"?■  P'T j'"^™'  ,  t 
negligeiceon  the  part  of  the  White,  owner  of  goods  whicl  had  been  le 
ha?en  Junction  Railway  Company.  ^  ^"^  *°  °"^  T.  for  a  t«rm,  and 
The  jury  found  that  there  ^ 


Seld,  that  the  question  was  properly 
left  to  the  jury ;  thst  there  was  evi- 
dence of  such  negligence,  and  that. 
upon  such  finding,  the  Whitehaven 
Junction  Railway  Company  were.' 
liable,  under  the  9  .&  10  Vict.  c.  93. 
to  an  action  by  the  personal  repre- 
sentative of  B.     Jane  Birkett,  £xe- 


ACTION      (ON      THE     CASE) 
AGAINST  SHERIFF. 

Sy  Owner  for  teltinff  Qoodt  let    to 
execution  Debtor — Pleading— Da- 

First  count;  that  pluintiif  was th  ' 


^  _^    that  the  defendant   sold  the  goods 


id  dispersed  them  so  as  to  prevent 
the  same  being  foUowrd  or  found, 
whereby  plaintiff  w  as  injured  in  her 
reversionary  estate. 

Second  count :  Bimilar  to  the  first, 
except  that  it  alleged  that  the  goods 
were  let  to  T.  "  to  he  need  in  a  cer- 
tain house  and  not  otherwise  or  else- 
where :    that  T.  had  the  use  of  the 


eutrix  of  John  Birkett,  deceaeed,  v.  i         ,        ,-..,,  ■    .  ■  r 

The  Whitehaven  Junction    Saitway  \  fP^^^' "''^i'-^}  \}^''  "Pir^*'™ 
Ompany,  730    *¥  ^^^  «»■!  ^''^Je'^*  ^  th«  deter- 

'^     "  mination  of  the  term,  by  the  viola- 

tion of  the  terms  thereof." 
(6). The  defendants, arailway  Com- ,  Pleas:  that  the  defendant  seized 
pany,  had  on  their  plntforin,  stand-  and  took  and  sold  the  goods,  not  in 
ing  against  a  pillar  which  passengers  market  overt,  but  as  sherifi"  under  a 
passed  in  going  to  and  coming  from  writ  of  fi.  fn.  against  T.,  nnil  that  the 
the  trains,  a  portable  weighing  ma-  plaintiiFhad  notauataiued  andwould 
chine,  which  was  used  for  weighing  not  sustnin  any  damage  by  reason  of 
passengers'  luggage,  and  the  foot  of  the  premises —^eW,  that  as  the 
which  projected  about  sii  inches  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff 
ibove  the  level  of  the  platform.  It  were  the  foundation  of  the  action, 
was  unfenced  and  had  stood  in  the  the  pleas  were  an  answer  to  the 
■ame  position,  without  any  accident  action.  Dame  Harriet  Luey  Tanered 
having  occurred  to  persons  passing    r.  Allgood,  438 

it,  for  about  five  years.     The  plaintiff 
'    '  ig  at  the  station  on  Christmas  : 


day  inquiring  for  a  parcel,  was  driven 
by  the  crowd  against  the  machine, 
caught  his  foot  in  it  and  fell  over  it. — 
Held,  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
negligence  to  go  to  the  jury  on  the 
part  of  the  Company,  the  machine 
Deingin  a  situation  in  which  it  might 
have  been  seen,  and  the  accident  not 
being  shewn  to  be  one  which  could 
bare  been  reasonably  anticipated. 
Common  v.  The  Eatlem  Countiet 
Saitteay  Company,  781 


ADMINISTRATION  BOND. 
See  Bond. 

AGBBKUENT. 
Attignment  of  Debt — Oontideralion. 

The  defendant  being  indebted  to 
C.  in  a  sum  of  113i.  13*.,  and  C. 
being  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  on 
two  bills  of  exchange  for  60/.  and 
53/.    18*.,  one  of  which   was    di«- 
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AMENDMENT. 


APPRENTICE. 


honoured  and  the  other  ahout  to 
become  due,  the  plaintiff  requiring 
Bome  security  proposed  to  C.  that 
the  defendant  should  guarantee  the 
payment  of  the  bills,  when  C.  signed 
the  following  document : — "  I  hereby 
agree  to  authorize  B.  (the  defendant) 
to  pay  L.  (the  plaintiff)  or  his  order 
the  sum  of  113/.  13«.,  the  amount  of 
two  acceptances,  towards  my  account 
for  building  the  cottages  at  W.  B. 
to  debit  my  account  with  the  above 
money :  also  L.*s  receipt  to  B.  I 
acknowledge  shall bebindmg  between 
myself  and  B.  in  the  contract."    At 
the  foot  of  this  document  the  de- 
fendant wrote  "  acknowledged,"  with 
his  signature. — H.eld,  that  the  plain- 
tiff could  maintain  no  action  against 
the  defendant  to  recover  the  money, 
since  the  document  was  merely  an 
assignment  of  a  chose  in  action,  and 
there  was  no  consideration  for  a 
promise  to  pay,  inasmuch  as  the  debt 
due  from  U.  to  the  plaintiff  was  not 
extinguished.     Liversidge  v.  Broad- 
lent,  603 

AMENDMENT. 

CfFleading. 

A  declaration  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendant, by  falsely  representing  that 
he  was  paying  70/.  a  month  for  stock 
consumed,  and  was  taking  100/. 
a  month  as  receipts  from  his  busi- 
ness as  a  publican,  induced  the 
plaintiff  to  purchase  the  business. 
At  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  were  as  alleged, 
but  the  business  was  chiefly  out  door 
business,  and  that  the  representation 
was  that  it  was  done  over  the  coimter. 
The  Judge  amended  the  declaration 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  and  that 
the  business  was  a  bar  business 
carried  on  at  home  and  chiefly  over 
the  counter,  and  not  a  business  done 
elsewhere  or  out  of  the  house." — 
Held^  that  the  Judge  had  power  to 


make  the  amendment  under  the 
222nd  section  of  the  Common  Law 
Piooedure  Act,  1852.  BoUty.DamM, 
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APPEAL. 

(1).  In  Interpleader, 

See  CoioioK  Law  Proceoubs  Act, 
1854,  BECT.  34. 

(2).  JVofii  County  (hurt. 
See  CouKTT  Coubt,  (2). 

(1).  Convictum  by  Jueticee,  20  k  21 
Vust,  e.  43. 

(1).  An  appeal  lies  under  the 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43,  when  the  jus- 
tices have  dismissed  the  information 
or  complaint.  Davye^  -^PP't  Doughu^ 
Beep,,  180 

Braetice. 

(2).  On  appeal  under  the  20  ib  21 
Yict.  c.  43,  the  respondent  is  entitled 
to  begin.  The  Blackpool  Local 
Board  of  Health  v.  Bennett,        127 

APPRENTICE. 

Indenture  of  Apprenticeship — Cove' 
nante  in — What  are  Independent. 

To  an  action  on  an  indenture  of 
apprenticeship  for  a  breach  of  cove- 
nant by  the  master  in  not  instructing 
the  apprentice  and  providing  him 
with  K)od  and  lodging,  the  defendant 
pleaded  that  the  apprentice  con- 
ducted himself  in  so  dishonest  a 
manner  in  the  defendant's  business, 
and  defrauded  and  robbed  the  de- 
fendant, so  that  it  became  unsafe  for 
the  defendant  to  continue  him  in  his 
service,  whereupon  the  defendant 
dismissed  him. — Held,  on  demurrer, 
that  the  covenants  in  the  indenture 
were  independent  covenants,  and 
consequently  the  plea  was  bad. 
FhUlipe  and  Others  v.  C^,        168 


AKEEST. 


BANKRUPTCY. 
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AEBITEATION. 

Proviso  for  Beference  of  Disputes  to 
—  When  Pleadable  in  bar  of 
Action, 

To  an  action  for  a  breach  of  cove- 
nant contained  in  an  indenture  of 
lease,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  it 
was  agreed  by  and  between  the  par- 
ties to  the  indenture,  that  if  any 
difference,  variance,  controversy, 
doubt,  or  question  should  arise  be- 
tween the  parties,  touching  or  con- 
cerning any  covenant,  clause,  proviso, 
matter  or  thing  in  the  said  indenture 
contained,  then  all  and  every  such 
matter  in  difference  should  be  dis- 
cussed, resolved  and  finally  ended  by 
arbitrators  chosen  as  therein  pro- 
vided :  that  the  parties  to  the  said 
indenture  should  not  prosecute  any 
suit,  or  seek  «iy  remedy  either  in 
law  or  equity  for  relief  m  the  pre- 
mises without  first  submitting  to 
such  arbitration  and  reference. — 
Averments :  that  the  plaintiff^s 
claim,  and  the  defendant's  defence 
thereto,  was  a  matter  in  difference 
which  arose  touching  and  concerning 
the  covenants  in  the  said  indenture, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  ready 
and  willing  to  submit  the  same  to 
arbitration,  and  had  done  all  things 
necessary  to  entitle  him  to  have  the 
same  submitted: — Held,  that  the 
plea  was  bad,  since  the  covenant  was 
an  absolute  agreement  to  oust  the 
superior  Courts  of  their  jurisdiction, 
and  therefore  void.  Hortan  v.  Wil- 
liam Sayer,  Executor  of  the  last  Will 
and  Testament  of  Edward  Sayer,  643 

AEEEST. 

For  Debt  under  201. 

After  judgment  had  been  reco- 
vered for  a  debt  exceeding  20Z.,  the 
defendant  paid  certain  instalments 
to  the  plaintiff,  which  reduced  the 
ammmt  due  undor  the  judgment  to 
I8J.  ISs.—Reld,  that,  notwithstand- 


ing the  7  A  8  Vict.  c.  96,  s.  67,  the 
defendant  might  be  taken  in  execu- 
tion to  satisfy  such  sum.  Holberi 
V.  Starkey,  126 

See  Trespass,  (2). 

ASSAULT  AND  BATTEET. 
See  Trespass,  (1). 

ATTOENEY. 
See  Infant. 

(1).  How  far  bound  by  Statement  of 
Facts  in  an  Order  consented  to  by 
his  London  Agent, 

See  Shebipf,  (1). 

(2).  Delivery    of  Bill   to  Promoter 
of  Joint  Stock  Company, 

In  an  action  on  an  attorney's  bill 
against  three  defendants,  who  were 
promoters  of  a  Joint  Stock  Company, 
it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  sent  to 
one  of  them  in  a  letter  a  bill  headed 
"  To  the  promoters  of  the  L.  Com- 
pany."— Held  a  sufficient  delivery 
of  the  bill  within  the  6  &  7  Vict, 
c.  73,  s.  37.  Mant  v.  Smith  and 
Others,  324 

BANKEUPTCY. 

(1).  Act  of '—Assignment  of  all  Tra» 
der*s  Property  in  pursuance  of  prior 
parol  Agreement. 

A  trader  bein^  indebted  to  various 
persons  procured  from  A.  an  advance 
of  200/.,  for  which  he  verbally  agreed 
to  give  a  bill  of  sale  of  all  his  pro- 
perty if  called  upon  to  do  so.  On 
receiving  the  money  he  gave  to  A.  a 
promissory  note  for  200/.,  a  memo- 
randum of  agreement  to  assign  some 
Eroperty  expectant  on  the  death  6f 
is  wife's  father,  together  with  a 
policy  of  insurance,  and  also  another 
memorandum  of  agreement  to  pay 
10/.  yearly  as  bonus.  At  a  later 
period,  on  being  reauested,  he  exe- 
cuted abill  of  we  of  all  hia  property 
to  A.— J?^/i;  First,  that  such  bill 
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of  sale  having  been  executed  in  pur-  wife  pay  to  the  plaintiff,  as  a  trustee 
suance  of  the  original  agreement  was  for  her,  to  her  separate  use,  such 
not  an  act  of  bankruptcy. — Secondly,  sum  as  together  with  the  dividends 
that  evidence  of  the  original  verbal  and  interest  or  other  income  to  arise 
agreement  was  admissible,  inasmuch  from  948/.  6s,  4ad,  Bank  3  per  cent 
as  the  subsequent  written  agreement  Annuities,  or  from  other  funds  set- 
did  not  contain  and  was  not  intended  tied  or  which  might  be  settled  to 
to  contain  the  whole  agreement  be-  her  separate  use  and  which  might 
tween  the  parties.  Harrit  and  be  received  by  her,  would  make  one 
Others,  Assignees  qflbrman,  a  Bank'  clear  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  200/., 
rupt,  V.  Bickettf                           517  such  annuity  to  commence  from  the 

11th  January,  1854,  and  to  be  paid 

(2).  Beputed  Ownership,  by  four  even   and  equal  quarterly 

A  tnAet  executed  a  bUl  of  sale  of  P*y?ents :  Provided,  that  if  the  de- 

h>8  stock  in  trade  and  aU  his  other  T^    '^i        ^  tf                "J 

effects  to  the  defendant,   an  auc-  *»™«  ^tT^'  cohabit  as  man  and 

tioneer.     On  the  17th  of  June,  in  ^'^Jl  *^*  *5^°  *°^  from  thence- 

pursuance   of  an  arrangement  be-  ^^^°^  ^°®  ^*"  annuitv  should  cease, 

tween  the  parties,    the  defendant  ^,°./Hu^^^  Septemfcer,  1854,  «id 

came  on  the  premises  of  the  trader  *'»i?  **•«  defendant  and  his  ^e 

and  attempteS  to  seU  the  goods,  but  f ii'^ifd  to  bve  separate   the  de- 

there  werS  no  buyers  ani  nothing  {f  ^*;*    *^""?«  bankrupt— £*«, 

was  sold.    The  defendant  then  left  J*^,*  *^®  .?r'i''Tv  "°.  ~7T°It* 

the  premises,    and  the  trader  re-  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant  for  the 

main^  there  and  continued  to  carry  !f  P""*t  "?®  °i^'^l%'^  °  *."" 

on  business  tiU  the  22nd,  when  hi  VT""^^    within  the  176th  section 

committed   an  act   of   bankruptcy,  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  Consoidatioa 

The  sale  had  been  advertized,  but  it  ^•'*'  |?*^'  °°^,*  l^.^lryf^i!  "?**'' 

did  not  appear  that  the  goods  were  f.coDtJngency    ^'ttm  tlie  177th  sec- 

adrertizeJ  to  be  sold  as  the  goods  of  *'°°'  °'  *  "  l>abdity  to  pay  money 

the  defendant.-^eW,  that  notwith-  X°   *  ^ontrngency      withm    the 

standing    the    attempted    sale    the  178th  section ;  and  consequently  the 


uuu9c;ui/  ui    trie  true   owner  ar  tne  r     i        ,           t*     ?            -r 

time  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  there-  l>ankruptcy.     Parker  v.  Ince, 

fore  passed  to  his  assignees.     Rey^ 

nolds  and  Others,  Assignees  of  Bate,  W-     Bankrupt   Law   Consolidation 

a  Bankrupt,  v.  Hall,                    519  ^^^»  ^^^^  *•  2U^Protection ''till 

further  Order. ^* 

^^^j  /^tS^o"-'''  i^"'  .?rf,^^T  On  the  16th  of  July,  1848,  the 

^c^  1849,  ».  178-"  Ltabihty  to  defendants,  who  were  traders,  filed 

pay^ei,  upon  a  contingency  "-  j„  ^^^  ^ourt  of  Bankruptcy  a  peti- 

^Dcbt  payable  on  a  contingency:'  ^^^  fo,  arrangement,  p«ying  that 

their  persons  and  property  might  be 

By  deed  of  separation    between  protected  from  all  process  until  fur- 

the  defendant  and  his  wife,  the  de-  ther  order.      On   the   same   day  a 

fendant  covenanted  with  the  plain-  Commissioner  made  an  order  wtuch. 

tiff,  that  he  would  every  year  during  after  reciting  the  petition  and  prayer 

the  joint  lives  of  himself  and  his  for  protection   until  further  order, 
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proceeded — "  I  hereby  grant  such 
protection,  and  order  that  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  petitioners 
be  protected  from  process  until  the 
29th  of  July  next^"*  and  the  Com- 
missioners also  thereby  appointed  a 
meeting  on  the  29th  July  at  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  for  the  creditors  to 
assent  to  or  dissent  from  the  pro- 
posed arrangement.  About  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  29th 
July,  the  plaintiiSs  took  in  execution 
the  defendants'  goods  under  a  writ 
of  fi.  fa.  On  the  3rd  of  August  the 
defendants  were  adjudicated  bank- 
rupts. 

Held:  First,  that  the  order  was 
valid  within  the  211th  section  of  the 
Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act, 
1849,  which  enables  the  Court  to 
grant  protection  "  until  further 
order ^^^  and  to  renew  the  same  from 
time  to  time. 

Secondly,  that  the  protection  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  of  the  29th 
Julv. 

Thirdly,  that  the  order  being  valid 
the  assignees  under  the  bankruptcy 
were  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
execution.  JBellhou^e  and  Another 
V.  Mellor  and  Another,  Proudman 
and  Another  v.  Mellor  and  Another, 

116 

(5).  Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation 
Act,  1849,  *.  224— 2><?tfJ  of  Ar- 
rangement, 

A  deed  of  arrangement  under  the 
224th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Law 
Consolidation  Act,  1849,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  distribution  of  the 
debtor's  estate  in  the  same  manner 
"as  if  he  had  become  bankrupt^*  on 
a  certain  day,  is  void :  since  a  deed 
of  arrangement  must  provide  for  the 
distribution  of  all  the  debtor's  estate, 
but  a  bankrupt  is  entitled  to  retain 
certain  excepted  articles :  Per  Mar- 
tin, B.,  Watson,  B.,  and  Ghannell,  B.: 
Pollock,  C.  B.,  dissentiente.  Snodin 
V.  Boyce,  391 


BILL  OF  EXCHANGE. 

Notice  of  Dishonour, 

The  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
on  the  day  after  it  became  due, 
called  at  the  office  of  J.,  the  drawer, 
and  on  being  told  that  he  was  en- 
gaged, wrote  on  a  scrap  of  paper  and 
sent  in  to  him  the  following  notice : 
— "  B.'s  acceptance  to  J.,  500/.,  due 
12th  January,  is  unpaid :  payment 
to  It.  &  Co.  IS  requested  before  four 
o'clock." — Held,  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the 
notice  was  sufficient.  Paul,  Public 
Officer  of  Stucketfs  Somersetshire 
Banking  Company,  v.  Joel,  855 

BOND  TO  OEDINAET. 

20  Sf   21   Vict,    c,  77;     22    Vict. 

c.  95. 

An  administration  bond  given  to 
the  ordinary  before  the  20  A  21 
Vict.  c.  77  came  into  operation,  is  not 
assignable,  under  the  83rd  section  of 
that  Act,  so  as  to  entitle  the  assig- 
nee to  sue  upon  it  in  his  own  name ; 
and  the  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  95,  s.  15, 
has  not  a  retrospective  effect,  so  as 
to  enable  the  assignee  to  maintain 
an  action  commenced  by  him  in  his 
own  name  before  that  Act  passed. 
Young  v.  Hughes,  76 

BUILDING  SOCIETIES. 

Mortgage — Bight  to  Bedeem — Lia^ 
hility  to  pay  subsequent  Subscrip- 
tions, 

In  September,  1845,  a  Benefit 
Building  Society  was  established 
under  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32.  By 
the  Eules  of  the  Society  a  subscrip- 
tion of  \0s,  a  share  per  month  was 
payable  from  September,  1845,  until 
the  objects  of  the  Society  were  fully 
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accomplished.  One  of  those  objects 
was  the  formation  of  a  fund  from 
which  money  might  be  advanced  to 
the  shareholders  to  enable  them  to 
purchase  freehold  or  leasehold  pro- 
perty ;  and  they  were  declared  to  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  sums  men- 
tioned in  certain  tables.  One  of 
theae  tables  stated  the  amount  which 
a  shareholder  was  entitled  to  receive 
on  each  share  for  thirteen  years,  viz. 
60^.  daring  the  first  year,  120/.  at 
the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year,  and 
sums  Yarring  between  them  in  the 
intermediate  years.  The  rules  also 
declared  that  the  advance  should  be 
secured  by  a  mortgage,  and  that  if 
any  shardiolder  should  be  desirous 
of  satisfying  the  security  he  should 
be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  "  by  paving 
the  subscription  that  woiild  have 
become  due  on  the  shares  advanced, 
wp  to  ike  end  of  the  thirteenth  year :" 
also,  that  when  the  sum  of  120/.  for 
each  unadvanced  share,  with  all  the 
erpenaes  and  liabilities  of  the  Com- 
pany, should  be  fuUy  realized,  J^e 
Society  should  terminate.  In  June, 
1851,  the  defendant,  who  was  the 
owner  of  four  shares,  received  an 
advance  of  280/.,  and  executed  a 
mortgage  deed  in  which  he  coTe- 
nanted  to  pay  the  subscriptions  and 
interest  payable  on  his  shares  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  Society. 
By  the  6  &  7  Wm.  4,  c.  32,  s.  5,  an 
indorsement  on  the  mortgage  of  the 
monies  thereby  secured  vacates  the 
same. 

The  Society  sustained  losses,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year 
there  was  not  sufficient  funds  to  pay 
the  unadvanced  shareholders  120/.  a 
share. 

Held:  First,  that  the  defendant 
was  entitled  to  redeem  his  property 
in  July  1858  (the  thirteen  years  not 
terminating  until  the  following  Sep- 
tember) ;  but  that,  notwithstanding 
such  redemption,  his  liability  to  the 


payment  of  the  monthly  subscrip- 
tions continued  so  long  as  there  was 
not  realized  120/.  per  share  for  the 
unadtanced  shares. 

Secondly,  that  the  covenant  in  the 
mortgage  deed  extended  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  subscriptions  subsequent 
to  the  thirteen  years,  and  might  be 
sued  upon  although  the  security  was 
vacated.  Farmer  and  Othert  v. 
Smith,  196 

CANAL  COMPANY. 

(1.)  The  Monmouthehire  Canal  Qm- 
pany — Right  to  land  Goode  on 
Towing  Path  of. 

A  Canal  Act,  32  Geo,  3,  c.  102, 
empowered  the  lord  of  any  manor, 
Ac.,  and  the  owner  of  any  lands 
through  which  the  canal  should  be 
made,  to  erect  and  use  any  whar&, 
quays,  landing  places  or  warehouses 
in  or  upon  their  respective  lands  ad- 
joining or  near  to  the  said  canal,  and 
to  land  any  goods  or  other  things 
upon  such  wharf,  &c.,  or  upon  the 
banks  lying  between  the  same  and 
the  canal;  and  also  to  make  con- 
venient places  for  boats  to  lie  and 
turn  in,  so  that  the  making  or  using 
the  same  respectively  do  not  obstruct 
or  prejudice  the  navigation  of  the 
canal  or  any  towing  paths  or  sides 
thereof. — Held,  that  an  owner  of 
land  adjoining  the  towing  path  had 
a  right  to  erect  a  wharf  on  his  own 
soil,  and  to  land  goods  on  the  towing 

Eath  and  convey  them  across  it  to 
LB  own  wharf.  The  MonmoutJukire 
Canal  and  JEtaUway  Company  t.  Jamee 
Ria  and  W.  F.  Bati,  421 

(2.)  Right  of  to  Use  Water  for  Pwr- 
posee  other  than  the  Ocmal, 

See  Public  Compakt. 

CAPIAS. 
See  Amembt. 


CHA^ETEE-PARTY. 

CAEBIEE. 

She  Eailwat  and  Cakal  Teatfic 

Act. 

(1.)  Packed  Parcels, 
See  Eailwat  Company,  (4). 

(2).  Liability  of,  when  Agent  far  an- 
other Carrier  with  whom  Contract 
is  made. 

See  Eailwat  Company,  (2). 

(3)«  Railway  Company,  Liability  of 
for  defect  of  Line  on  which  their 
Trains  run. 

See   Action   (on  the  case)   fob 
Negligence,  (1). 

CHARITABLE  USE. 
See  MoBTMAiN. 

CHAETEE-PAETY. 

Construction  of — Lien  for  Freight — 
Sights  of  Indorsee  of  Bill  of  La- 
ding, 

By  a  charter-party,  made  between 
the  defendant  and  H.,  a  ship  was 
chartered  to  proceed  to  Madras  and 
load  a  cargo  there  from  the  agents 
of  H.,  and  being  so  loaded  proceed 
to  London  and  deliver  the  same  on 
being  paid  freight  at  3Z.  15«.  a  ton, 
&c. ;  "  the  captain  to  sign  bills  of 
lading  for  his  cargo  for  any  rate  of 
freight  required,  without  prejudice 
to  this  charter-party."  C.  S.,  who 
acted  as  agent  of  H.  at  Madras  in 
respect  of  the  charter-party,  by  his 
directions  purchased  sugars  and  load- 
ed them  on  board.  The  captain,  at 
the  request  of  C.  S.,  si^ed  a  bill 
of  lading,  deliverable  to  the  order  of 
C.  S.  at  1/.  per  ton  freight.  H. 
stopped  payment  and  never  paid  for 
the  sugar.  The  sugar  having  arrived 
in  London. — Held,  that  C.  S.,  or  the 
parties  in  London  who  represented 
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him,  were  entitled  to  the  sugar  on 
payment  of  the  bill  of  lading  freight. 
Francis  Shand  and  A.  Shand  v.  Wil- 
liam Sanderson,  881 

COMMISSIONEES   OE   NAVI- 
.    GATION. 

Action  Against, 

See  Damages. 

COMMON  LAW  PEOCEDUEE 
ACT,  1852.    ' 

(1).  Sect.  IS.— Writ  for  Service  out 
of  Jurisdiction — Setting  Aside. 

A  writ,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the 
18th  section  of  the  Common  Law 
Procedure  Act,  1852,  for  service, 
and  served  on,  a  British  subject  out 
of  the  jurisdiction,  may  be  set  aside, 
on  the  application  of  the  defendant, 
if  it  is  shewn  that  there  was  no 
cause  of  action  which  arose  within 
the  jurisdiction.  Binet  v.  Susan 
Picot,  866 

(2).  Sect,  \2Q,^  Entering  Judgment, 

The  mere  entry  of  judgment  is 
sufficient  within  the  139th  section 
of  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act, 
1852,  which  enacts  "  that  the  death 
of  either  party  between  'the  verdict 
and  the  judgment  shall  not  hereafter 
be  alleged  for  error,  so  as  such  judg- 
ment be  entered  within  two  terms 
after  the  verdict ; "  and  it  is  not 
necessarv  to  perfect  the  judgment 
by  taxation  of  costs.  Fewins  v.  I/eth' 
bridge,  418 

COMMON  LAW  PEOCEDUEE 
AVT,  1854. 

(1).  Sect,  ^4i'— Appeal. 

The  right  of  appeal  given  by  the 
84th  section  of  the  Common  Law 
Procedure  Act,  1854,  applies  to  a 
feigned  issue  under  the  Interpleader 
Act.     Withers  t.  Parker,  81 0 
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(2).  Sect  61. 

Under  the  Slst  section  of  the 
Common  Iaw  Procedure  Act,  1854, 
interrogatories  may  be  administered, 
the  public  officer  suing  on  behalf  of 
a  banking  company  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  copartnership  under  the 
7  G^.  4,  c.  46.  MekeuHin  Public 
Qfieer,  Sfo.  v.  Bolt,  738 

CONDITION  PEECEDENT. 
See  CoNTBAOT  or  Saxe,  (2). 

CONSTABLE. 
See  Tbespass,  (8). 

CONTEACT. 
(1).  Evidence  of  Acceptance  of  Offer. 

See  IvBU&uics,  Mabins,  (2). 

(2).  For  Sale  of  Land— Conditions 
Precedent — JVhat  are. 

To  a  declaration  on  an  agreement, 
settins;  out  that  "  the  plamtijQT  had 
agreed  to  sell,  and  that  the  defend- 
ants had  agreed  to  purchase  of  the 
plaintiff  one  fourth  share  in  a  mining 
sett  for  250/. ;  and  that  the  plaintiff 
and  the  defendants  agreed  forthwith 
to  form  a  company,  to  be  registered 
with  limited  liability,  for  working  the 
mining  sett ;  and  that,  so  soon  as  the 
company  should  be  registered  with 
limited  liability,  the  defendants 
would  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum 
of  250*.,  as  thereinbefore  stated ;" 
assigning  as  a  breach  non-payment 
of  the  250/. ;  the  defendants  pleaded  ; 
first,  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  at  the 
time  of  making  the  agreement,  nor 
hath  he  now,  any  title  to  the  said 
one  fourth  part  or  share  in  the  said 
mining  sett,  nor  any  right  or  title  to 
convey  the  same.  Secondly,  that  the 
plaintiff  never  has  been  at  any  time 
ready  and  willing  to  convey  the  said 


one  fourth  share  to  the  defendant 
according  to  the  agreement. — Held, 
that  the  pleas  were  good.  Mareden 
V.  Moore  and  I^ay,  500 

(3).  For  Sale  of  Qoode. 
See  Sals  of  Goods. 

(4).  Warranty — Construction. 

The  plaintiff  having  heard  that 
the  defendant  had  some  barley  to 
sell,  went  to  his  counting-hoase, 
when  his  agent  produced  a  sample 
which  he  said  was  ''seed  barley," 
offered  it  to  the  defendant  at  39«.,and 
if  the  plaintiff  would  take  it  at  40ff. 
he  might  have  it.  The  plaintiff 
looked  at  the  barley  and  saia  it  was 
a  good  sample  of  seed  barley,  and 
agreed  to  buy  it.  At  the  plamtiffs 
request  the  defendant  wrote  to  the 
person  who  had  offered  it  to  him, 
saying  that  he  would  accept  it,  and 
asking  what  sort  it  was  as  it  would 
do  well  for  seed.  The  plaintiff  af- 
terwards sold  it  under  a  warranty  in 
writiug  as  "  Chevalier  seed  barley." 
It  turned  out  that  it  was  "  barley 
big,*'  a  species  of  barley  unfit  for 
malting  purposes ;  and  the  person 
to  whom  the  plaintiff  had  sold  it 
recovered  damages  against  him  for 
the  breach  of  warranty. — Held'.— 
First,  that  there  was  no  warranty 
by  the  defendant  that  the  barley 
was  "  seed  barley.*'  Secondly,  that 
the  contract  was  satisfied  by  the  de- 
livery of  barley  fit  for  soiling ;  and 
that  if  the  term  "  seed  barley" 
meant  barley .  fit  for  malting  pur- 
poses, that  ought  to  be  shewn  hv 
clear  and  irresistible  evidence.  Carter 
V.  Crick,  412 

(5).  ''Free  on  Board''  —  Indortc- 
ment  of  Bill  of  Lading  by  Vendor 
—  Vesting  of  Property. 

The     defendants,    merchants    at 


CONTRACT. 

Bristol,  through  a  broker  contracted 
to  buy  of  the  platntifTs,  merchanta 
at  Rotterdam,  ten  tons  of  the  heat 
refined  rape  oil,  to  be  abipped  "  free 
on  board"  atEotterdam  in  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  at  -48;.  15*.  per  ton,  to  be 
paid  for  on  deliferr  to  the  defend- 
anta  of  the  billa  of  lading,  by  bill  of 
exchange  to  be  accepted  by  the  de- 
fendouta  payable  three  montha  after 
date,  and  to  be  dated  on  the  day  of 
shipment  of  the  oil.  On  the  8th  of 
September,  the  plaintifTa  (having  on 
the  previoua  day  adviaed  that  the 
shiproent  would  be  made)  ahipped 
on  Doard  s  general  ship,  trading  be- 
tween Kotterdam  and  Briatol,  five 
tooB  of  the  oil,  and  the  master  aigned 
a  bill  of  lading  by  which  the  oil  was 
deliyerable  "  unto  ahipper'a  order," 
and  the  plsintiffa  indorsed  it  ape- 
cially  to  the  defendanta.  On  the 
aame  day  the  plaintiffs  incloaed  in  a 
letter  to  the  broker  the  bill  of  lading, 
invoice  and  bill  of  exchange  drawn 
in  accordance  with  the  contract.  On 
the  night  of  the  9th  the  ship  with 
the  oil  on  board  was  run  down  in 
the  Briatol  Channel,  and  the  oil  to- 
tally loat.  The  plaintiffa'  letter  of 
the  8th  arrived  at  Briatol  on  the 
afteraoon  of  the  10th  in  due  course 
of  post,  but  after  buaineaa  houra. 
On  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  bro- 
ker left  with  defendanta  the  bill  of 
lading,  invoice,  and  bill  of  exchange 
for  their  acceptance.  At  that  time 
he  knew  of  the  loas  of  the  ship.  In 
about  two  hours  afterwards  the  de- 
feudaute  returned  to  the  broker  the 
documents  left  with  them,  on  the 
ground  that,  under  the  circum- 
stancea,  they  were  not  liable  to  pay 
for  the  oil.  In  an  action  for  not 
accepting  the  bill  of  exchange,  and 
for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  the  junr 
stated  that  in  their  opinion,  accord- 
ing to  mercantile  usage,  the  risk  of 
the  loss  of  the  oil  was  on  the  de- 
lenduitfl. — SeUi,  in  the  Exchequer 


COSTS. 
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Chamber  (affirming  the  Judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the 
property  in  the  oil  passed  to  the 
defenduits  when  it  was  placed  '\free 
on  board"  in  performance  of  the 
contract. 

Meld  also,  that  it  was  a  quextioi 


nppeti 


peril 


the  contract  to  place  it  "  free  on 
board,"  or  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taining a  control  over  it  and  con- 
tinuing to  be  owners  contrary  to 
the  contract.  Browne  and  Attolhw 
V.  Sara  and  Another,  822 

COPYRIGHT  OP  DESIGN. 
See  Deaiair. 


To  an  action  for  libel  in  a  news- 
paper, the  defendant  pleaded,  under 
the  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  06,  a.  2,  the  inser. 
tion  of  a  full  apolo^  and  payment 
of  40«.  into  Court.  The  jury  having 
found  that  the  apology  was  not  suf- 
ficient, but  that  the  40*.  paid  into 
Court  was  aufScient  to  cover  the 
damage,  the  Judge  directed  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintifi*  with  If.  damagea. — 
Held,  that  the  plaintifi"  was  deprived 
of  costa,  by  the  3*4  Vict.  c.  34, 
a.  2. 

SemhU,  that  the  jury  ahould  have 
assessed  the  damages  irreapective  of 
the  40*.  paid  into  Court,  and  that 
the  defendant  was  entitled  to  have 
Buch  sum  returned  to  bim.  Lafona 
V.  Smith,  158 

(2).  County  Oourt  Act,  9  4"  10  Fiet. 
e.85, *.  108 — Carri/ing  onbutinett. 
A  Company,  carrying  on  busineas 
in  London,  which  employs  in  acoun- 
trv  town  a  general  commiaaion  agent, 
who  transacts  the  Company's  Dusi- 


854        COUNTT  COUET. 

new  in  luch  town,  in  vi  office  for 
whict  the  CompAnf  pay  him  rent, 
do  not  "  carrj  on  buamees  "  in  thftt 
town  within  the  meaning  of  the 
County  Court  Act,  9  &  10  Vict, 
c.  85,  s.  128.  Oorbettt.TheOmeral 
Steam  Jlimgation  OoMptmg,         482 

(8).  Ocmnty  Cottri  Ant,  8  4*  10  T*et, 

e.  05,  t.  l2&—CMificaU  tt>Am  to 

begivett. 

The  plaintiff,  who  lived  mora  than 
twentr  miles  from  the  defencUut, 
med  the  defendant  for  a  debt  of  15Z., 
for  which  a  plaint  night  have  been 
entered  in  a  County  Court,  and  was 
nonsuited.  The  Judge  did  not  cer- 
ti^  that  the  action  was  fit  to  be 
tried  in  a  superior  Court. — Held, 
that  the  defendant  was  not  entitled 
to  costs  as  between  attorney  and 
client  by  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95,  b.  129. 

S«ntble,  that  under  the  section  in 
question  the  Judge  may  certify  at 
any  time  after  the  trial.  Mason  t. 
Tveker,  586 

COUNTT  COXJaT. 

(1).  Jvrisdietum  of  Superior  Court 

under  19  ^  20  Rrf.  c.  108,  *.  43. 

An  insolrent  filed  hU  petition  in 
a  County  Court  and  obtained  an  or- 
der for  protection  from  process  until 
the  day  appointed  for  hia  first  exami- 
nation. On  that  day  his  attorney 
applied  to  the  County  Court  judge 
for  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition, 
on  the  ground  that  the  date  on  which 
it  was  presented  did  not  appear  upon 
it.  The  application  was  opposed  by 
several  creditorx,  and  the  County  | 
Court  judge  refused  it,  and  ad- 
journed the  examiuation  of  the  in- 1 
solvent  sine  die. — JTeld,  that  the 
County  Court  judge  having  adjudi- 
cated upon  the  matter,  tins  Court 
had  no  power,  under  the  19  &  20 
Vict.  c.  108,  B.  43,  to  order  him  to 
remove  the  petition  from  the  file,  or 


dismiss  it,  or  name  a  day  for  the 
hearing.  In  re  WUU^m  Ooriett,  m 
Innlpont  Debtor,  462 


(2).  Appeal — PraeOee. 

A  ^>u^  desirous  of  appealing  &an 
a  deosioii  of  a  Countr  Court  jodn 
having  given  notice  of  ^peal,  under 
the  13  &  14  Vict  c.  61,  a.  14,  withk 
ten  days  deposited  with  the  regitttv 
a  sum  equal  to  the  amoont  for  which 
he  was  required  to  give  security,  for 
which  the  registrar  gave  an  acknow- 
ledgment, but  did  not  deposit  t 
written  memorandum,  setting  forth 
the  conditions  on  which  the  moan 
was  deposited,  pursuant  to  the  19  i 
20  Vict.  c.  108,  a.  71,-~He!d,  tbt 
the  want  of  such  memorandum  wai 
no  objection  to  the  hearing  of  the 
appeal.     Qriffin  v.  Oaleman,        265 

COVENANT. 

5y  Auiffttee  of  Savereion  by 

Ettoppel. 

%0  Estoppel,  (2). 


(1-)  Seowtenest. 

An  Act  enabling  navigation  Com- 
missioners to  grant  a  lease  of  a  caDil 
contained  a  clause  aa  follows:— In 
case  the  lessees  during  the  term 
should  permit  the  navigation  to  be 
out  of  repair,  the  Commissionen 
"  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  give  notice  thereof  to  such  lessees, 
Ac.,  and  in  such  notice  to  specify  the 
particular  repairs  which  ought  to  be 
done ;  and  tno  Com  mission  era  may 
by  such  notice  require  that  Bucb 
repairs  should  be  commenced,  pro- 
ceeded with  and  finished  within 
reasonable  periods  to  be  named  by 
the  Commissioners,  and   in  case  the 
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lessees  shall  neglect  to  commence, 
&c.,  such  repairs,  &c.,  then  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  take 
possession  of  the  tolls,  &c.,  and  to 
cause  such  repairs  to  be  done  under 
their  own  direction,  and  to  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  of  making  such 
repairs  out  of  the  said  tolls,"  &c. 
The  lease  having  been   granted  in 
pursuance  of  the    Act,   during  its 
continuance  one  of  the  locks  of  the 
canal  became  out  of  repair,  but  the 
Commissioners,  though  they  knew  of 
the  want  of  repair,  gave  no  notice 
of  it  to  the  lessee  though  a  sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  for  the  giving  of 
such  notice.     A  barge  entered  the 
canal  while  the  lock  was  so  out  of 
repair,    but    was    prevented    from 
getting  out  again  by  the  falling  in 
of  the  lock. — Meld,  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of 
the    Court    of    Exchequer),    that, 
assuming  a  duty  in  the  Commission- 
ers to  give  notice  to  the  lessee  to 
repair,  thev  were  not  liable  in  an 
action  by  the  owner  of  the  barge  for 
neglecting  to  ^ve  such  notice,  inas- 
much as  the  detention  of  the  barge 
was  not  a  damage  naturally  flowing 
from  their  neglect. 

Senible,  that  no  action  was  main- 
tainable against  the  Commissioners 
for  their  neglect  to  give  notice. 
Walker  v.  Che  and  Another ^  Clerks, 
Sfc,,  360 

See  further  Action  (ok  the  OiLSE) 
FOE  Deceit,  (1). 

(2).  Penal  Sum  for  Nonperformanee 
of  Agreements — Penalty — Liqui- 
dated Damages, 

By  an  agreement  in  writing,  the 

Slaintifl  agreed  to  '^  sell  and  the 
efendant  to  purchase  the  household 
furniture,  stock  in  trade,  &c.,  by 
valuation;  B.  to  value  for  plaintiff 
and  M.  for  defendant ;  the  goods  to 


be  valued,  and  possession  given  on 
or  before  the  13th  of  October,  1868 ; 
and  in  the  event  of  either  of  the 
parties  not  complying  in  every  par- 
ticular set  forth  in  this  agreement, 
he  should  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
50/.,  and  all  expenses  attending  the 
same.*'  The  defendant  did  not  take 
possession  of  the  goods,  which  the 
plaintiff  subsequently  sold  to  another 
person.  In  an  action  for  the  breach 
of  the  agreement,  the  defendant  paid 
into  Court  6/.  The  jury  having 
found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant : 
on  motion  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  for  46/. : — Held,  that  the 
sum  of  60/.  was  a  penalty  and  not 
liquidated  damages ;  and  therefore 
that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
retain  the  verdict.     Belts  v.  Burch, 

506 

(3).  In  Trespass  for  Illegal  Distress. 

See  DisTBESs. 

DEATH      BY     ACCIDENTS. 
COMPEXSATION. 

Damages, 

In  an  action,  on  the  9  &  10  Vict, 
c.  93,  by  a  father  for  injury  resulting 
from  the  death  of  his  son,  it  appeared 
that  the  father  was  a  working  mason 
and  that  the  son  was  a  boy  of  four- 
teen years  of  age  who  had  earned  4f . 
a  week  for  about  a  year  or  two,  but 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  without 
employment.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence of  the  cost  of  boarding  and 
clothing  the  boy.  The  Judge  having 
lefb  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the 
father  had  sustained  any  pecuniary 
loss  by  the  death  of  his  son,  and  the 
jury  having  found  a  verdict  with  20/. 
damages : — Seld  that,  as  there  was 
evidence  for  the  jury,  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  retain  the  verdict  for 
the  full  amount. 

Such  an  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained without    some   evidence    of 
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sold  under  a  distress  for  rent,  which 
was  unlawful  because  there  were 
other  goods  on  the  premises  belong- 
ing to  him  which  might  have  been 
distrained  for  the  same  rent,  is  en- 
titled to  recover  from  the  distrainor, 
not  merelv  nominal  damages,  but 
the  full  value  of  the  sheep  so  seized. 
Keen  v.  Priest^  236 

(2).  Damage  Feasant  —  Defect  of 
Fences — Reasonable  Time  for  Re- 
moval of  Straying  Cattle, 

Where  cattle  passing  alon^  a  pub- 
lic highway  stray  into  an  aajoining 
field,  through  defect  of  fences,  the 
owner  of  the  cattle  is  bound  to  re- 
move them  within  a  reasonable  time ; 
and  what  is  a  reasonable  time  is  not 
to  be  determined  by  the  Judge,  but 
is  a  question  for  the  jury,  with  refer- 
ence to  all  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances. (Per  Pollock^  C.  B.,  Martin, 
B.,  and  Channell,  B.  Bramwell,  B., 
dissentiente.) 

In  the  month  of  November,  be- 
tween five  and  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  plaintiff's  drovers  were 
driving  thirty-six  bullocks  along  a 
public  highway,  when  thirteen  of 
them  strayed  into  the  defendant's 
field  through  a  gap  in  the  fence. 
The  drovers  left  them  in  the  field 
and  drove  the  other  twenty-three  to 
the  nearest  public-house,  where  they 
lodged  them  for  the  night.  In  about 
an  hour  the  drovers  returned  to  the 
field  for  the  thirteen,  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  defendant  had  im- 
pounded them.  There  was  nothing 
to  prevent  the  drovers  from  imme- 
diately driving  them  out  of  the  field 
except  that  they  wished  to  take  care 
of  the  others.  The  plaintiff  having 
brought  an  action  of  trespass  against 
the  defendant  for  impounding  his 
bullocks,  the  learned  Judge  ruled 
that  as  the  drovers  did  not  at  once 
proceed  to  drive  the  bullocks  out  of 
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the  defendant's  field,  but  left  them 
there  while  they  took  the  others  to 
a  place  of  safety,  they  did  not  remove 
them  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  di- 
rected a  verdict  for  the  defendant. — 
Held,  a  misdirection.  (Per  Pollock^ 
C.  B.,  Martin,  B.,  and  ChanneU,  B. 
Bramwell,  B.,  dissentiente.)  Oood- 
tcgn  V.  Cheveleg,  631 

EASEMENT. 

(1).  Right  to  Water.— Cesser  of  by 
conversion  of  Canal  into  Railway, 

An  easement  to  take  water  to  fill 
a  canal  ceases  when  the  canal  no 
longer  exists. 

By  59  Gleo.  3,  c.  xiii.,  a  Company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  canal,  and  empowered  to 
supply  the  canal  with  water  from 
certain  rivers.  In  1824  the  canal 
Company  made  a  cut  and  erected  on 
it  a  water  wheel  for  pumping  water 
into  the  canal.  The  canal  Company 
occasionally  used  the  water  wheel  to 
drive  a  bone  crushing  mill.  In  1853 
the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  cxix.,  for  con- 
verting the  canal  into  a  railway, 
after  repealing  the  69  Geo.  3,  c.  xxii., 
reincorporated  the  Company  for  the 
purpose  (inter  alia)  of  making  the 
railway.  By  section  10,  it  was  en- 
acted that  easements,  &c.,  vested  in 
the  canal  Company,  should  after  the 
passing,  &c.,  be  vested  in  the  Com- 
pany thereby  incorporated  for  their 
absolute  benefit.  By  section  11, 
that  all  "titles  by  possession"  ac- 
quired, Ac,  by  the  canal  Company 
should  be  as  good  in  favour  oi  the 
Company  thereby  incorporated  as 
the  same  were  good  immediately 
before  the  passing  of  that  Act  in 
favour  of  the  canal  Company."  The 
83rd  section  provided,  that  in  case 
any  of  the  works,  <&c.,  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  canal  should  in  con« 

ixcn. 
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sequence  of  the  stopping  up  of  the 
canal  he  no  longer  requued  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  the  works  which 
should  be  no  longer  required  might 
be  sold  hj  the  Companv  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  1845,  with  res- 
pect to  the  sale  of  superfluous  lands. 
The  canal  having  been  stopped  up 
and  couTerted  into  a  rail¥raj :  Held, 
that  on  the  conversion  of  the  canal 
into  a  railway  the  right  of  the  Com- 

ry  to  the  dow  of  water  in  the  cut 
driyin^  the  wheel  ceased,  and, 
that  the  nulway  Company  coidd  not 
convey  to  a  purchaser  any  right  to 
SQchdow.  Ae  StUioiMl  Gumramieed 
JfiMnrv  Ckm^my  y.  BomnUy  8 

(3).  Xifii  of  Smppori  from  Fommda-^ 

HotU* 

iSB9Mnri5Q. 
(3).  Xifii  qfSmp^pori  of  Smfmce. 

Sfo  Bailwat  Clausss  Cossolida- 
Tiox  Act. 

(4).  Bifki  to  Loieral  SMpporf. 

Set  Fli  vrrNG. 
Declaration. 

(5).  &ip!poHofH^,mse6fXeufk6omr^ 

TTie  plaintiff  was  the  ownxv  of  a 
kouae  buih  on  a  hill  having  a  descent 
towards  the  w^jt.  Xeit  to  the 
plauitijdrs  house  was  one  beIonj]:ing 
to  another  person^  which  adjoined  a 
hoaae  beIoi]^;ing  to  the  ded*ndantsw 
For  upwards  oif  thirty  years  the 
three  boaaes  had  been  out  of  the 
j^nr^ndknilar  Waning  toward»  the 
weet.  There  was  no  evidi»ice  how 
the  lesning  originated*  but  it  mi:;ht 
have  been  seen  by  aav  per^^a  pik»- 
ittg  in  tlfee  street.  '  It  !^d  not  appear 
when  the  houses  were  built,  or  that 


there  had  been  anj 

tween  them 

sion,  or 

the  defendants' 

the  lowest   or  weatenmioflt*  havinf 

expired,  and  the  house  being  out  oi 

repair,  the   defendMits  aneed  «id 

ooe  B.  that  B.  should  poU  down  ^ 

house  and  rebuild  it,  and  that  thi 

defendants  would   th^  grant  &  i 

lease.     B.  pulled  down  the  de&nd 

ants'  house.     The   hoaae  a^^ominc 

sank  further  towards  the  west,  and 

the  plaintiiTs  honae,  barinr  lost  its 

support,  then  fell  down. 

Meld,  that,  the  deleiadaata'  hooas 
not  adjoining  the  plaintrtTa 
the  plaintiff  had  acquired  ■ 
to  have  his  house  aapported  by  the 
defendanta'  hooae. 

QiMrrv ,  whether  he  wooid  here  aD> 
quired  any  such  rigkt  if  the  p2ainr 
tiff's  hooae  hadimmediatdjaii^ainei 
the  defendants'  hoase. 

Fer  BrmmtBea^  B.,  timi  there  was 
nothing  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff*! 
enjoyment  of  su^wrt  for  hia  hooae 
by  the  defendants*  home  hml  been 
raen  and  as  of  d^t.  iSb/iiaw  v. 
Ike  Muter,  Wmrdeuo,  mmd  Frmmm 
mmd  Qpmmommlhf  of  tke  Ifyifaij  ^ 
VmUmen  m  the  Cibf  ofLomdtm^   565 


Snp  Laxdlou>  A:n>  T'ksxst,  I,  2. 


(!>  By  Comdmet, 
to 


If  any  pason«  by  actoal  eApiei- 
sioos  or  by  a  coarse  of  cmduct;  so 

conducts  himself  that  another  may 
reasonably  infer  the  exbitence  oi  an 
agreement  or  licence,  and  ac&  upon 
such  xnferoice*  whether  the  fimner 
intends  that  he  should  do  so  or  noc 
the  party 
who  has  so 


or 
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not  aftierwards  gainsay  the  reasona- 
ble inference  to  be  drawn  from  his 
words  or  conduct. 

G-.,  the  foreman  of  the  plaintiff,  a 
lithographic  printer,  employed  by 
him  to  get  orders  for  printing,  being 
desirous  of  publishing  certain  maps 
and  other  works  for  himself,  agreed 
with  the  defendant,  a  publisher,  to 
supply  maps,  &c.,  to  him  to  be  sold 
on  commission.  He  then  entered 
an  order  as  from  the  defendant  in 
the  plaintiff's  order  book.  Maps 
and  other  goods  were  supplied  to  the 
defendant  from  the  plaintiff's  pre- 
mises, some  of  them  accompanied  by 
delivery  notes  requesting  the  de- 
fendant to  receive  the  goods  from 
the  plaintiff.  Beceipts  to  the  same 
effect  were  signed  by  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  made  out  an  account 
amounting  to  108Z.,  charging  the 
defendant,  and  handed  it  to  G.,  who 
shewed  it  to  the  defendant.  The 
defendant  accepted  bills  for  a  part  of 
the  amount  of  this  account  and  gave 
the  balance  in  cash  to  G-.,  who 
handed  the  cash  and  bills  to  the 
plaintiff.  Other  goods  being  sup- 
plied, the  plaintiff  sent  the  invoice 
of  them  to  the  defendant  char^g 
him  with  the  price.  The  defendant 
applied  to  G.  for  an  explanation,  and, 
on  being  told  by  G.  that  it  was  a 
mistake,  took  no  steps  to  inform  the 

Slain  tiff.  The  jury  found  that  the 
efendant  did  not  authorize  G.  to 
use  his  name  in  ordering  the  goods ; 
but  that  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  defendant  had  acted  the  plaintiff 
believed  that  he  was  selhne^  the 
goods  to  the  defendant. — Held,  that 
the  defendant  was  liable  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  the  price  of  the  goods.  Corn- 
ish V.  Ahington,  549 


(2).  Assignment  of  Beveraian  hy  Es' 
toppel —  Covenant, 

If  any  estate  or  interest  passes 

KKK  2 


from  a  lessor,  or  his  real  title  is 
shewn  upon  the  face  of  the  lease, 
there  can  be  no  estoppel. 

K  a  lessor  has  no  title,  and  the 
lessee  be  evicted  by  title  paramount, 
he  may  plead  that  as  a  defence  to  an 
action  by  the  lessor. 

But  so  long  as  a  lessee  continues 
in  possession  under  the  lease,  he 
cannot  set  up  any  defence  founded 
upon  the  fact  that  the  lessor  ''  nil 
habuit  in  tenementis;"  and  upon 
the  execution  of  the  lease  there  is,  in 
contemplation  of  the  law,  created  in 
the  lessor  a  reversion  in  fee  simple 
by  estoppel  which  passes  by  descent 
to  his  neir  and  by  purchase  to  his 
assignee  or  devisee,  who  may  sue  on 
the  covenants  in  the  lease. 

J.  B.,  being  mortgagor  in  posses- 
sion, on  the  22nd  of  February,  1S48, 
by  indenture,  executed  by  mm  and 
the  defendant,  demised  to  the  defen- 
dant certain  premises  for  seven  yearn 
at  a  yearly  rent.  The  lease  contained 
a  covenant  by  the  defendant  with 
B.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  repair 
the  premises,  J.  B.  finding  iron  and 
wood  for  that  purpose.  On  the 
2nd  of  February,  1854,  J.  B.  exe- 
cuted an  indenture,  whereby,  after 
reciting  that  the  premises  were  mort- 
gaged and  that  he  had  sold  the 
equity  of  redemption  to  the  plaintiff, 
he  ^'granted,  bargained  and  sold, 
aliened,  released  and  surrendered  the 
premises,  and  all  his  estate,  right 
and  title,  both  at  law  and  in  equity 
therein,  to  the  plaintiff:  to  have  and 
to  hold  to  him,  nis  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  ever."  The  defendant  paid  rent 
to  J.  B.  until  the  execution  of  thia 
indenture,  and  afler  that  time  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  sued  the  de- 
fendant for  a  breach  of  the  covenant 
to  repair ;  and  the  declaration,  after 
stating  the  lease  and  covenant,  al- 
leged that  J.  B.  by  deed  assigned 
the  premises  to  the  plaintiff;  where- 
by toe  reversion  thereof,  subject  to 
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the  term  created  by  the  lease,  vested 
in  him.  The  defendant  pleaded, 
secondly,  that  J.  B.  did  not  assign 
the  premises  to  the  plaintiff;  nor 
had  ne  at  the  time  of  making  of  the 
lease  any  reversion  of  and  in  the 
premises ;  nor  did  any  reversion  in 
the  premises  come  to  the  plaintiff. 
Fourthly,  that  J.  B.  did  not  nor 
would,  nor  did  nor  would  the  plain- 
tiff, find  iron  or  wood,  as  in  the 
covenant  mentioned. 

Held,  that  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  have  the  verdict  on  the 
second  plea  entered  for  him,  for  the 
defendant  was  estopped  from  dis- 
puting that  J.  B.  was  seised  of  an 
estate  in  reversion;  and  as  there 
were  apt  words  in  the  assignment  to 
convey  a  legal  estate  in  fee  in  re- 
version to  the  nlaintiff,  the  estoppel 
continued  in  his  favour,  notwith- 
standing the  assignment  to  him 
shewed  the  want  of  title,  and  con- 
sequently he  might  sue  on  the  cove- 
nants in  the  lease  as  assignee  of  the 
reversion. 

Held  also,  on  demurrer  to  the 
fourth  plea,  that  it  was  bad ;  and  that, 
although  the  declaration  was  in- 
formal for  not  alleging  that  J.  B. 
was  seised  of  some  estate  which  by 
assignment  would  pass  to  the  plain- 
tiff as  assignee,  yet  sufficient  ap- 
peared in  the  declaration  to  shew 
that  the  plaintiff  claimed  to  be  as- 
signee of  an  estate  in  reversion,  and 
therefore,  formerly,  the  objection 
would  only  have  been  open  (if  at  all) 
on  special  demurrer;  and  now  the 
remedy  was  by  an  application  under 
the  52nd  section  of  the  Common 
Law  Procedure  Act,  1852.  Outh^ 
hertson  v.  Irving,  742 

(3).    Who  not    Friviet — ExectUion 
Creditor, 

A  sheriff  who  comes  to  seize  the 
goods  of  a  debtor  under  a  writ  of 


execution  is  not  bound  by  an  estop- 
pel, which  might  have  prevented  the 
debtor  himself  from  claiming  the 
goods. 

M.,  being  the  owner  of  goods, 
prociu^  H.  to  assign  them  bjr  bill 
of  sale  to  B.,  to  secure  an  advance  of 
money.  E.  took  the  goods  bon4 
fide,  and  upon  the  assurance  of  M. 
that  the  goods  belonged  to  H.  The 
goods  were  afterwaras  seized  under 
a  fi.  fa.  as  the  goods  of  M.  On  the 
trial  of  an  interpleader  issue  between 
R.  and  the  execution  creditor,  the 
jury  found  that  there  had  been  no 
actual  transfer  of  the  goods  from- 
M.  to  H.  Held,  that  K.  had  ac- 
quired no  title  to  the  goods  as  against 
the  execution  creditor.  Rickardi  v. 
John9t<m,  660 

EXCISE. 

(1) .  Licence  to  Sell  Beer  hy  Betail— 
Householder. 

The  2nd  section  of  the  8  &  4  Vict, 
c.  61,  which  enacts  "  that  every 
applicant  for  a  licence  to  retail  beer 
shall  produce  to  the  officer  of  excise 
a  certificate  from  an  overseer,  that 
he  is  the  real  resident  holder  and 
occupier  of  the  house  in  which  he 
shall  apply  to  be  licensed,"  is  direc- 
tory only,  and  therefore  a  licence 
may  be  valid,  notwithstanding  the 
certificate  omits  to  state  that  the 
applicant  is  such  householder. 

But  a  licence  granted  to  a  person 
who  is  not  in  fact  such  housenolder 
is  void,  the  Ist  section  of  the  Act 
being  imperative,  nompson,  Jp- 
pellanty  Harvey,  Beepondent,        264 

(2).   Paper. 

The  defendant  having  reduced  to 
pulp,  in  a  paper  miU,   the  fibrous 

Sortion  of  hides,  which  he  took  up, 
ried  and  pressed  into  sheets,  bv  a 
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process  similar  to  that  of  the  manu- 
facture of  paper,  produced  an  article 
resembling  parchment,  and  appli- 
cable to  ordinary  purposes  for  wnich 
paper  is  employed : — Held,  that  such 
article  was  liable  to  dutv  as  "  paper," 
by  the  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  23,  ss.  1,  56, 
and  that,  not  having  taken  out  a 
licence  as  a  paper  maker,  the  defend- 
ant was  liable  to  penalties  by  6  Geo. 
4,  c.  81,  8.  26.  The  Attorney  General 
V.  Barrtfy  470 

EVIDENCE. 
'Parol,  to  add  to  Written  Agreement. 
See  Bankbuptct,  (1). 

FALSE  IMPEISONMENT. 
See  Trespass. 

FALSE  EEPEESENTATION. 

See  AcTioii^  out  thb  Case  fob 
Deceit. 

FOEEST  OF  DEAN. 

(1).    1^2  Vict,  c,  43,  *.  68— Award 
of  Deputy  Oaveller — "  Lands, ^^ 

The  68th  section  of  the  1  &  2  Vict, 
c.  43,  for  regulating  the  working  of 
mines  in  the  Forest  of  Dean,  pro- 
vides that  every  free  miner  entitled 
to  any  gale  within  any  inclosed 
lands,  shall  pay  to  the  owner  of  such 
lands  compensation  for  surface  da- 
mage occasioned  by  opening  or 
working  any  gale  therein  or  thereon, 
which  compensation  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  gaveller  or  deputy 
ffaveller;  and  if  not  paid  witliin  ten 
days  after  making  an  award  by  him, 
and  a  copy  thereof  served  on  the 
party  required  to  pay  the  same,  the 
amount  may  be  recovered  by  action. 
The  declaration  in  an  action  under 


that  section,  alleged  that  the  deputy 
gaveller  awarded  that  the  amount  of 
compensation  for  surface  damage 
done  to  the  inclosed  lands  of  the 
plaintiffs,  by  the  working  of  a  gale 
therein  or  thereon  by  the  defendant, 
was  60/.  The  plea  set  out  the  award, 
by  which  the  aeputy  gaveller,  after 
reciting  that  application  had  been 
made  to  him  to  determine  the  com- 
pensation for  surface  dama^  to 
lands  and  buildings  of  the  plaintiffs, 
alleged  to  be  inclosed  lands,  awarded 
that  the  amount  of  compensation 
for  surface  damage  to  the  said  lands 
and  buildings,  by  reason  of  the  work- 
ing thereon  and  thereunder  by  the 
defendant,  was  60Z. ;  but  whether  the 
said  lands  and  buildings  were  in- 
closed lands  within  the  statute  he 
made  no  award. 

Ileld :  First,  that  the  award  was 
good,  although  the  deputy  gaveller 
had  not  found  that  the  lands  were 
inclosed. 

Secondly. — That,  assuming,  "sur- 
face damage^*  to  mean  damage  on 
the  surface,  the  award  was  not  bad, 
because  the  deputy  gaveller  had 
found  that  the  damage  was  occa- 
sioned by  working  under  the  lands, 
for  by  such  working  there  might  be 
damage  on  the  surface. 

Thirdly.— That  as  the  word 
"  lands"  comprehends  buildings,  the 
declaration  was  good,  although  it 
appeared  by  the  award  that  the  com- 
pensation was  in  respect  of  the  land 
and  buildings.  Allaway  and  Another 
V.  Wagstqf,  307 

(2).  Suffaee  Damage— Juriidietian 
qf  Deputy  Oaveller, 

Bj  "An  Act  for  resulating  the 
opening  and  working  oi  mines  and 
quarries  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  and 
Hundred  of  St.  Briavels,"  1  A  2 
Vict.  c.  43,  s.  68,  it  is  enacted  that 
every  free  miner  and  other  person 
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who  is  or  may  be  entitled  to  any 
sale,  pit,  level  or  work  within  any 
inclosed  land  of  the  Hundred  of  St. 
Briavels,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  pay  to  the  owners  of 
any  such  inclosed  lands  full  and  fair 
compensation  for  any  surface  damage 
by  the  opening  or  sinking  of  any 
gale,  pit,  level  or  work  therein  or 
thereon,  which  compensation  shall 
be  ascertained  by  the  gaveller  or 
deputy  gaveller.  The  plamtifi*  being 
the  owner  of  a  house  standing  on  an 
open  common  within  the  Hundred, 
but  adjoining  on  one  side  a  yard  of 
the  plaintiff  inclosed  by  a  wall,  the 
defendant,  a  free  miner,  in  working 
his  gale,  got  the  coal  from  under  the 
house,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
subsidence  took  place,  the  founda- 
tion of  the  house  sank  and  the  walls 
cracked. 

Meldf  that  the  defendant  was  liable 
to  an  action  for  causing  a  subsidence 
of  the  surface ;  but  that  the  damage 
BO  done  to  the  plaintiff's  house  was 
not  **  surface  damage*'  within  the 
meaning  of  the  68th  section,  and  that 
the  deputy  gaveller  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  award  compensation. 

Setnble,  that,  the  house  standing 
on  uninclosed  land  of  the  Hundred 
and  being  open  on  three  sides,  was 
not  "  inclosed  land "  within  the 
meaning  of  the  68th  section.  Alla- 
troy  and  Another  v.  Wa^sfqff\      681 

FOEFEITUEE,  WAIYEE  OF. 

See  Lease. 

FEAUDS,  STATUTE  OF. 

Sect,  4i — Promise  to  Answer  for  the 
Default  of  Another. 

One  Dal  ton  wanting  money,  he 
and  the  defendant  applied  to  the 
plaintiff  to  draw  a  bill,  to  be  accepted 
by  Dalton  and  indorsed  by  the  de- 


fendant, and  the  defendant  Dromisec 
the  plaintiff  that  he  should  not  b( 
called  upon.  The  jury  found  thai 
Dalton  and  the  defendant  were  botl 
principals  in  the  transaction. 

Held,  that  the  plaintiff  having 
paid  the  bill  was  entitled  to  recova 
without  proof  of  a  promise  in  writing 
under  the  4th  section  of  the  Statute 
of  Frauds.    BaUon  v.  King,        738 

FEEIGHT,  LIEN  FOE. 

See  CUABTSS-PABTT. 

GAMING. 

9  Ann,  c.  14i— Security— 6 1[  6  Wm.  \ 
— ^idence. 

The  defendant,  being  indebted  to 
the  plaintiff  and  other  persons  for 
money  lost  by  betting  on  a  horse 
race,  applied  to  the  plaintiff  for  a 
loan.  The  plaintiff  lent  the  defend- 
ant 2000/.  upon  the  security  of  a 
deed,  which  assigned  to  the  plaintifi 
certain  policies  of  assurance,  and 
contained  a  covenant  by  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  the  2000/.,  and  interest. 
On  the  settling  day  the  defendant 
paid  the  plaintiff  his  bets  out  of  the 
2000Z.  J  n  an  action  by  the  plaintifi 
on  the  covenant,  the  defendant 
pleaded  that  the  deed  was  a  mort- 
gage security,  part  of  the  considera- 
tion for  which  was  a  gaming  debt. 
At  the  trial  the  Judge  told  the  jury 
that  if  the  2000/.  was  advanced  in 
pursuance  of  a  stipulation  or  agree- 
ment between  the  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant that  out  of  it  the  plaintif 
should  be  paid  the  money  which  he 
had  won  of  the  defendant  by  betting 
it  was  a  mere  colourable  loan  au^ 
evasion  of  the  statute;  but  that  i 
there  was  no  such  stipulation  oi 
agreement,  and  the  plaintiff  advance< 
the  2000/.  as  a  loan  for  the  defendani 
to  di  spose  of  as  he  pleased,  the  deed  wai 
valid,  although  the  plaintiff  expecte< 
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to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  so  lent. 
^—Hetdy  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber, 
on  a  bill  of  exceptions,  that  the 
direction  was  right.  Hill  v.  Jb^,  359 

GUABANTEE. 

In  Consideration  of  Agreement — 
Effect  ofy  when  not  executed  by 
JPetrty  seeking  to  enforce  it. 

J.  E.  <&  Co.  being  indebted  to  the 
plaintiiSs  who  were  bankers,  the  de- 
fendants by  a  writing  expressed  to 
be  made  between  the  plaintiffs  and 
the  defendants,  in  consideration  of 
the  agreement  thereinafter  contained 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  agreed 
that  they  would  pay  all  monies  which 
then  were  or  at  any  time  should  be 
due  from  J.  E.  &  Co.  to  the  plain- 
tiffs, not  exceeding  35,000Z.,  by  in- 
stalments of  3000Z.  a  year  for  five 
years,  and  two  subsequent  annual 
instalments  of  10,000/. ;  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  above  the  plaintiffs 
agreed  that  they  would  not  charge 
more  than  5  per  cent,  interest  to 
J.  E.  &  Co. ;  and  when  all  debts  of 
J.  E.  <&  Co.,  except  15,000/.,  should 
have  been  paid,  would  grant  them  a 
full  release.  This  agreement  was 
signed  by  the  defendants,  and  handed 
by  them  to  the  plaintiffs  who  had 
pressed  for  it.  The  plaintiffs  had 
acted  upon,  but  never  executed  it. — 
Held,  that  the  agreement  was  bind- 
ing upon  the  defendants  notwith- 
Btandinff  that  it  had  not  been  executed 
by  the  plaintiffs.  The  Liverpool  Bo' 
rottghBcmk  v.  Thomas  Eccles, Richard 
Eccles  and  Another^  139 

HIGHWAY. 

Action  on  the  Case^  for  leaving  an 
TTnfenced  Sole  near  a  Public 
Highway. 

Where  an  excavation  is  made  near 
to,  but  not  substantially  adjoining,  a 
public  highway,  at  common  law  no 


action  lies  against  the  owner  of  the 
land  by  a  person  who  has  strayed  off 
the  highway  and  fallen  into  such 
excavation.  Ann  HardcastlCy  Ad- 
ministatrix  of  Thomas  Hardcastle, 
▼.  The  South  Yorkshire  BaUway  and 
Biver  Dun  Company,  67 

INCLOSUEE  ACT. 

Boads — Stopping    up — Evidence  — 
Presumption — Order  of  Justices. 

By  The  General  Inclosure  Act, 
41  Geo.  3,  c.  109,  s.  8,  in  case  the 
Commissioner  shall  be  empowered  to 
stop  up  any  old  or  accustomed  road 
passing  through  any  part  of  the  old 
inclosures,  <&c.,  the  same  shall  in  no 
case  be  done  without  the  concur- 
rence or  order  of  two  justices.  The 
53  Geo.  3,  c.  Ixix.  (The  Flint  Inclo- 
sure Act),  by  s.  1,  appointed  a  Com- 
missioner to  carry  the  Act  into 
execution,  subject  to  such  of  the 
regulations,  restrictions  and  provi- 
sions, &c.,  in  the  41  Geo.  3,  c.  109, 
as  were  not  altered,  varied,  controlled 
by,  or  repugnant  to,  the  provisions 
of  that  Act.  Sect.  19  enacts,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commission- 
ers to  stop  up  any  old  or  accustomed 
public  roaid  or  roads  over  the  nutrshes, 
commons  and  waste  lands,  subject 
nevertheless  to  the  concurrence  of 
two  justices,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions as  are  contained  in  41  Geo.  3, 
c.  109,  and  provided  that  the  old 
roads  should  not  be  discontinued  till 
the  new  roads  were  properly  formed. 
The  marshes  were  allotted  in  1819, 
when  a  gate,  which  had  since  been 
kept  locked,  was  put  up  across  an 
old  road,  but  the  road  had  since  been 
used  by  foot  passengers  occasionally. 
The  award  of  the  Commissioners, 
executed  in  1830,  set  out  the  new 
roads,  and  directed  the  old  roads  to 
be  stopped  up.  A  certificate  of  two 
justices,  that  the  new  roads  bad  been 
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formed  and  completed,  under  the 
9th  section  of  41  Geo.  3,  c.  109,  was 
put  in  and  proved  ;  hut  no  order  of 
two  justices  for  stopping  the  old  road 
was  produced. — Heldy  in  the  Exche- 
quer Chamher  (affirming  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  it 
might  he  presumed  that  an  order  of 
two  justices  for  stopping  up  the  old 
road  had  heen  duly  made.  Williams 
V.  Eyton,  357 

INCOME  TAX. 

Liahility  of  Borfdgn   Firm    buying 
Ooods  here  for  Sale  Abroad. 

S.  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  L. 
S.  and  Co. :  he  resided  at  Notting- 
ham ;  the  otlier  parties  residing  at 
New  York,  in  the  United  States, 
where  their  principal  husiness  was 
carried  on.  At  Nottingham  the 
defendant  transacted  the  husiness  of 
the  firm  in  England,  which  consisted 
of  purchasing  and  shippitig  goods  for 
exportation.  No  money  was  re- 
ceived in  England  except  from  New 
York.  The  profits  were  made  by 
the  resale  of  goods  at  an  increased 
price  in  America.  A  large  part  of 
the  profits  of  the  firm  in  America 
was  made  by  the  resale  of  goods 
purchased  in  America,  France  and 
Germany. 

Meld  .'—Yivsty  that  the  firm  was 
liable  to  pay  income  tax  upon  the 
profits  realized  in  America  upon  the 
Resale  of  goods  purchased  in  England 
and  exported  from  thence. 

Secondly. — That  S.,  the  partner 
resident  in  England,  was  bound  to 
make  a  return  of  such  profits  on 
behalf  of  the  firm.  The  Attorney 
General  v.  Sullei/,  709 

INFANT. 

Bemedif  against   Aitxyrney   employed 
by  Prochein  Amy. 

An  attorney  who,  as  attorney  for 


the  plaintifiT  in  an  action  by  an  infimt 
suing  by  prochein  amy,  has  receired 
the  damages  and  costs  recoTered 
from  the  defendant  in  soch  action, 
is  liable  to  the  infant  in  an  action 
for  money  had  and  leoeived.  Fre* 
derick  Henry  OoUitu^  by  Hemy 
Collins  his  next  JFriend  t.  Brook^ 

270 

INS  PECTION  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

(I).  By  Defendant    in    Action    of 

Libel, 

See  Pbaotics,  (3). 

(2).  Costs  of. 
See  Pbjlotice,  (4). 

INSUEANCE  AGAINST  FIEE. 

(1).  Alteration  of  Premises  tchereno 
Increase  of  Bisk. 

The  plaintiffs  had  effected,  with 
the  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance 
Society,  a  policy  of  insurance,  which 
contained  (amongst  others)  the  fol- 
lowing condition : —  **  Every  poHcy 
issued  by  this  Society  will  be  void 
unless  the  nature  and  material  struc- 
ture of  the  buildings  and  property 
insured,  and  of  all  buildings  which 
contain  any  part  of  the  property 
insured,  be  fully  and  accurately  de- 
scribed in  such  policy,  and  unless 
the  trades  carried  on  in  all  such 
buildings  be  correctly  shewn  ;  and 
unless  it  is  stated  in  such  policy 
whether  any  hazardous  goods  are 
deposited  in  any  such  buildings; 
and  whether  there  be  any  stove  or 
apparatus  for  producing  heat  (other 
than  common  fire  places  in  private 
houses)  used  or  employed  in  such 
buildings,  or  in  any  building,  yard, 
or  other  place  adjoining  or  near  to 
the  property  insured,  and  belonging 
to  or  occupied  by  the  party  insured ; 
and  if  there  be   any  building  of  a 
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bazardouB  nature  or  structure,  or  in 
which  hazardous  trades  are  carried 
on  or  liazardous  goods    deposited, 
belonging  to  or  occupied  by  the  party 
insured,   adjoining  or  near  to  tbe 
property  insured,  the  same  must  also 
be  specified  in  the  policy,  or  it  will 
be  void." — The  plaintiffs,  who  were 
carriers,    in   1843,  erected  on  the 
premises    insured    a    steam-engine 
which  they  used  for  hoisting  goods. 
This  steam-engine  was  specified  in 
the  policy.     The  plaintiffs  in  1844 
applied  the  steam-engine  to  grinding 
provender  for  their  horses.     They 
attached  to  it  a  horizontal   shaft, 
which  was  carried  through  the  floor 
to  an  upper  room  where  they  erected 
winnowing  and  grinding  machines. 
The  policy  was  renewed  in   1857. 
The  Society  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
erection  of  the  additional  machinery 
or  that  the  steam-engine  was  used 
for  grinding.     The  premises  having 
been  destroyed  by  ire  i— Held,  that 
the  alteration   did    not  avoid    the 
policy,  the  jury  having  found  that 
there  was  no  increase  of  risk.  Basen- 
dale  and  Others  v.  Harvey,  445 


(2).  Evidence  of  Breach  of  Covenant 
to  Insure, 

See  Lease. 


INSUEANCE  (MAEINE). 

(1).  Abandonment  after  Total  Loss 
— Forwarding  Cargo  —  Bights  of 
Owner  and  Underwriters, 

A  ship  having  been  chartered  to 
carry  troops  to  Calcutta,  by  a  charter- 
party,  under  which  a  portion  of  the 
freight  was  made  payable  on  the 
completion  of  the  voyage,  when  about 
700  miles  beyond  the  Mauritius 
caught  fire.  The  ship  put  back  to 
the  Mauritius,  where,  beinff  found 
to  be    greatly  damaged,    sue  was 


abandoned  to  the  underwriters  as 
totally  lost,  and  the  abandonment 
was  accepted.  The  captain  having 
chartered  another  ship  and  forwarded 
the  troops  to  Calcutta,  the  freight 
was  received  by  the  shipowner's 
agents. — Held,  that  in  forwarding 
the  troops  the  captain  acted  as  agent 
for  the  owner,  and  not  for  the  under- 
writers ;  and  that  the  underwriters, 
to  whom  tbe  ship  had  been  aban- 
doned, were  not  entitled  to  any 
benefit  from  the  freight  so  received, 
Hickie  and  Borman  v.  Bodocanachi, 

455 

(2).  Time  policy  an  Ship. — ConeeaU 
ment  of  material  Fact — Evidence-^ 
Acceptance  of  Offer  to  become  In^ 
surer. 

The  plaintiff,  who  was  the  agent 
in  Lonaon  of  some  foreign  owners 
of  the  steam-ship  "  B.,"  being  in- 
structed to  cause  the  ship  to  be  in- 
sured by  a  time  policy  tor  a  year, 
from  the  20th  of  January,  1857, 
employed  H.  and  Co.,  insurance 
broKcrs,  to  effect  the  insurance. 

On  the  15th  of  January  H.  and 
Co.  applied  to  the  defendant  to  be- 
come an  insurer.  On  the  15th  the 
plaintiff  received  a  letter  from  the 
captain  of  the  ship  informing  him 
that  the  vessel  had  been  aground  and 
had  received  some  very  heavy  blows, 
and  had  made  her  way  in  a  sinking 
state  to  the  port  of  Carthagena 
where  she  then  was.  On  the  same 
day  the  plaintiff  communicated  this 
letter  to  H.  and  Co.,  but  H.  and  Co. 
did  not  communicate  it  to  the  de- 
fendant. On  the  16th  the  defend- 
ant agreed  to  become  an  insurer  for 
3000/.,  and  debited  H.  and  Co.  for 
the  premium.  On  the  22nd  the 
plaintiff,  finding  that  no  notice  of 
the  accident  had  reached  London, 
sent  an  extract  from  the  captain's 
letter  to  Lloyd's.    The  defendant, 
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who  wsBtfen  fin-tbe  fint  timr  in-  I 
fanned  of  dw  fiwt  thftt  the  diip  had  : 
been  on  ihoae.  wrote  to  H.  Hid  Co.  j 
m  foOamw:—"  UndentsadiDg  tku 
Oe  ship  ■  B.'  hm  been  on  iboK,  1 1 
do  not  conaider  that  bit  ruk  com- 
mtaea  untS  the  remd  has  been  ^ 
■unetcd  and  npatred."  Thia  letter  | 
«■•  not  answered  br  H.  and  Col  | 
TW  debit  flf  H.  and  Co.  in  the  books  ! 
oftiMi  dfAndant  mnained  tfll  after 
the  kaa.  The  ship  na  eurteTed 
and  lepwigd  and  lepiHted  to  be  p^- 
btHjiiAt,  and  in  a  conditian  to 
aaiataie  a  Torage  of  anr  desoip- 
tion  on  the  S^  of  ApnL      After 


totaltr  lost  on  the  9tfa  of  October, 
U57. 

.a<tf .— Fint,  that  the  eoneeal- 
ment  of  the  infwmatioa  receired 
fran  the  '»ti**"'_  that  the  ship  had 
been  on  Aon,  was  a  conwalnicpt  of 
I  &et  which  ntiated  the 


ofJannarr 

otfs  was  not  shewn  to  haT«  been 
accepted    br    H.   and   Co.   or    the 

QMtrre,  whether  K.  and  Co.  would 
hare  had  any  antfaoritf  to  accept 
sochoAiT.     Smiadl  t.  lieniam,  768 


^).  Xm  tkirig  D^a  ^er  Jrraml 
rfSk^.— Whmt  H  ArritmL 


a  a  policT  of  tnani- 
mee  oo  the  banjne  "  Shanghai," 
fiom  Swan  Birer  to  Haoritins,  and 
tar  thii^  dars  after  aniTal,"  ar^ 
ling  a  total'  loss.  Pies :  that  the 
■hip  waa  anneceanrilj  delayed  and 
rinndoned,  and  derived  froax  her 
voyage.  It  ma  ptored  that  ships 
bound  for  the  Usuritioa  loaded  with 
cargoea,  geneiaUT  speaking,  go  into 


<d  Vfjtt  Ltfmia.  I 
haDaat  or  seeking  cai^D,  it  isctM 
aiT  far  then  to  author  at  the 
Boot,  whieh  is  a  \iottv  in  tbe  ■ 
oeeaa,  a  frw  ndlea  from  the  hari 
itadf.  Tbe  "  ShaD^haT'  hv 
wied  in  ballast  6wi  Swan  Km 
die  Uanntina  on  her  arriral 
cfaored  at  the  BeO  Bnor  and 
mained  there  fourteen  daya.  awai 
die  aBiral  of  mcsiey  to  pay  a 
tomrr  bond,  at  thie  expiratioi 
whien  period  she  was  wre^Ei 
HM,  that  it  was  a  qoestioa  of 
far  tbe  JBTT  whether  the  ship 
■mred  at  tke  UauritiasL 

Per  (Mrimwt,  the  qaeaticn  is.  i 
ther  it  was  an  aniial  at  the  plat 
whidb  shiM  of  her  chanKier  i 
naiily  andior.     Jiarfsay  ^td  Ol 


(1).  Jfpemt. 


(2).  £i  Ommty  OMrt—X^el 
&r  Pucncz. 

JOIST  stock:  COMPiS 


(1).    Jiaimt    ^oei   i 

1856, 19^20  Jltt.  e'  47— St 
MJer—WTwu. 

A  Cotofmj  imoHporated  ui 
tbe  Joint  Stock  Companies 
1856,  issued  a  pro^tectoa  at  tbe 
of  which  was  a  pnnted  form  of 
plicatitxi  for  shares.  Br  the 
spectos  it  waa  reqneatetf  that 
^plicant,  in  filling  up  the  f 
would  state  for  wkidi  c  as  of  si 
he  ^nilied,  and  that  all  applieai 
most  beaeeompanied  In'  a  remitt 
of  2/.  per  share  depoait  c»  the  i 
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ber  of  shares  applied  for,  and  should 
less  number  be  allotted  the  amount 

§aid  in  excess  would  be  returned, 
'he  defendant  paid  into  the  bank  of 
the  Company  600/.,  and  filled  up  and 
sent  to  the  (ureetors  the  printea  form 
at  the  foot  of  the  prospectus  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Gentlemen, — Having  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  bankers  of  the 
Company  600Z.,  I  request  you  will 
allot  me  100  shares  of  Class  A,  200 
shares  of  Class  B.  And  1  hereby 
agree  to  accept  such  shares^  or  any 
less  number,  that  may  be  allotted  to 
me,  and  to  pay  the  future  calls 
thereon."  The  directors  allotted  to 
the  defendant  60  shares  of  Class  A 
and  200  of  Class  B,  and  returned 
him  lOOl.,  the  balance  of  his  deposit. 
A  printed  copy  of  the  memorandum 
and  articles  of  association,  at  the 
foot  of  which  was  a  form  of  memo- 
randum consenting  to  be  a  share- 
holder, was  sent  to  the  defendant; 
but  it  was  not  signed  by  him.  The 
defendant  had  notice  that  the  share 
certificates  and  interest  warrants 
were  ready,  and  he  requested  that 
they  might  be  forwarded  to  him. 
His  name  was  placed  on  the  register 
of  shareholders  for  the  shares  allotted 
to  him.  In  an  action  for  calls : — 
Held,  that  the  defendant  was  not  a 
shareholder  in  the  Company.  The 
New  Brunswick  and  Canada  lUdlway 
and  Land  Company  (^Limited)  t. 
Muggeridgey  160 


(2).  19  Sf  20  Vict,  c.   4t7— Share- 
holder, 

'By  the  Joint  Stock  Companies 
Act,  1856,  (19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47), 
Schedule,  Table  B.  (1,^  "  No  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  naye  accepted 
any  share  in  the  Company,  unless  he 
has  testified  his  acceptance  thereof 
by  writing  under  his  hand  in  such 
form  as  the  Company  fix>m  time  to 


time  directs."  In  July,  1856,  a 
prospectus  of  a  Company  was  issued 
at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  form  of 
application  for  shares.  By  the  pro- 
spectus it  was  stated  that  all  appli- 
cations must  be  accompanied  by  a 
remittance  of  21,  per  share  deposit 
on  the  number  of  shares  applied  for ; 
and  should  any  less  number  be 
allotted  the  amount  paid  in  excess 
would  be  returned.  The  defendant 
paid  to  the  bankers  of  the  proposed 
Company  600/.,  and  filled  up  and 
sent  to  the  directors  the  printed 
form  at  the  foot  of  the  prospectus, 
as  follows : — Q-entlemen, — Having 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  bankers 
of  the  proposed  Company  the  sum 
of  600/.,  I  request  you  will  allot  me 
(300)  shares  ;  and  I  hereby  agree  to 
accept  such  shares  or  any  less  num- 
ber, and  to  pay  the  future  calls 
thereon."  The  directors  allotted  to 
the  defendant  (250  shares),  and 
returned  him  1001.  the  balance  of 
his  deposit.  In  August,  1856,  a 
printea  copy  of  the  memorandum 
and  articles  of  association,  at  the 
foot  of  which  was  a  form  of  memo- 
randum to  be  signed  by  a  person  ac- 
cepting shares  and  consenting  to  be 
registered  as  a  shareholder,  was  sent 
to  the  defendant.  The  Company 
was  registered,  and  a  certificate  of 
incorporation  was  given  under  the 
Joint  Stock  Companies  Acts,  1856, 
1857,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1856.  In  April,  1857,  the  secretary 
of  the  Company  wrote  to  the  defend- 
ant that  the  warrant  for  interest  on 
his  shares  was  ready,  and  offering  to 
forward  it  on  receiving  the  articles 
of  association  signed.  The  defend- 
ant, by  letter  signed  by  him,  applied 
for  the  interest  warrant  and  his 
share  certificates.  The  secretary 
wrote  in  answer  enclosing  a  printed 
copy  of  the  articles  of  associaUon  for 
the  defendant's  si^ature,  stating 
that  on  receipt  of  it  he  would  for- 
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ward  the  share  certificates  and  in- 
terest warrants.  The  defendant 
nrver  signed  the  memorandum  ofcon^ 
sent  to  be  a  shareholder,  but  his  name 
was  placed  on  the  register  of  share- 
holders in  respect  or  the  shares  al- 
lotted to  him.  In  an  action  for  calls : 
— Held,  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber  (affirming  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that,  as- 
suming it  to  be  found  as  a  fact  that 
the  Company  had  directed  the  ac- 
ceptance of  shares  to  be  in  the  form 
appended  to  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, the  defendant  was  not  a  share- 
holder in  the  Company.  1^  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada  Land  and 
RaUwmf  Company  (^Limited)  y.  Mug- 
geridge^  580 

(3).  Action  hjf,  against  Shareholder 
for  Jbibel. 

A  Joint  Stock  Company,  incorpo- 
rated under  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  47, 
may  maintain  an  action  for  libel 
against  a  shareholder  in  the  Com- 
pany. The  Metropolitan  Saloon  Om^ 
nihus  Company  {Limited)  y.  Haw^ 
kins,  87 

JUDGMENT. 

(1).     Belation    of —  Signing    after 

Death. 

Judicial  proceedings  are  to  be 
considered  as  taking  place  at  the 
earliest  period  of  the  day  on  which 
they  are  done.  Therefore,  where 
judgment  was  signed  at  the  opening 
of  the  office  at  its  usual  hour,  eleyen 
A.  M.,  and  the  defendant  died  at 
half-past  nine  jl.  ic.  on  the .  same 
morning : — Held,  that  the  judgment 
was  regular.  Wright  and  Another 
y.  Mils,  488 

(2).  Charging  Order  on  Stock, 

A  judgment  debtor  was  entitled, 
as  sole  executor  and  legatee  under 
the  will  of  D.,  to  the  arrears  of  a 


goyemment  annuity  granted  for  the 
ufe  of  D.  He  was  also  entitled  as 
such  executor  and  legatee  to  a  go- 
yemment annuity  in  the  name  of  D., 
but  granted  for  Jus  own  life : — Held, 
that  neither  the  arrears  not  the  an- 
nuity were  chargeable  under  the 
1  A  2  Vict.  c.  110,  8.  14.  Taylor  y. 
Tumhull,  495 

(3).  On  Unstan^ed  Warrant  of  At- 
torney, 

An  unstamped  warrant  of  attor- 
ney is  not  ayailable  at  law  or  in 
equity  ;  and  the  Court  will  not  allow 
it  to  be  taken  off  the  file  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  stamped,  so  as  to  give 
it  a  priority  oyer  a  subseauent  judg- 
ment creditor  who  has  filea  a  stamped 
warrant  of  attorney. 

In  future  no  warrant  of  attorney 
permitted  to  be  filed  without  a  pro- 
per stamp.    Semple  y.  Nicholson,  298 

(4).  Action  on — Plea. 

• 

Matter  which  affords  ground  for  a 
writ  of  error  cannot  be  pleaded  in 
bar  to  an  action  on  a  judgment. 
Therefore,  where  to  an  action  against 
husband  and  wife,  on  a  judgment 
against  the  wife,  the  defendant  plead- 
ed that  she  was  coyert  when  the  ac- 
tion in  which  the  judgment  was 
recoyered  was  commenced  and  thence 
until  the  judgment,  and  that  her 
husband  was  not  a  party  to  the  judg- 
ment or  a  defendant  in  the  action : — 
Held,  that  the  plea  was  bad.  Dick 
y.  Alexandre  Tolhausen  and  Anna 
his  Wife,  695 

LANDLOED  AND  TENANT. 

See  Lease. 

(1).  Action  for  Rent  by  Mortgagor 
against  his  Tenant  —  Effect  of 
Notice  by  Mortgagee  not  to  Pay, 

In  1856,  B.,  a  mortgagor  in  pos- 
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session,  agreed  that  he  and  all  neces- 
sary parties  would  execute,  and  the 
defendant  agreed  to  take,  a  lease  of 
certain  premises  ;  the  defendant, 
until  the  lease  should  be  granted,  to 
have  the  use  and  occupation  thereof 
as  tenant  from  year  to  year.  There 
was  a  provision  for  payment  of  the 
costs  of  B.  and  the  mortgagees.  The 
mortgagees  assented  to  the  agree- 
ment though  th6y  were  not  parties 
to  it.  The  defendant  entered  and 
paid  rent  to  B.  up  to  Michaelmas, 
1857.  On  the  12th  of  December, 
1857,  B.  assigned  to  the  plaintiff. 
In  April,  1858,  the  mortgagees  gave 
notice  to*  the  defendant  to  pay  the 
rent  due  to  them,  but  no  rent  was 
in  fact  paid  to  them  by  the  defen- 
dant. The  plaintiff  sued  for  the 
rent  due  from  Christmas,  1857 : — 
Held,  that  the  notice  by  the  mort- 
gagees to  the  defendant  to  pay  rent 
to  them  was  no  answer  to  the  action 
for  the  rent  due  either  before  or 
since  the  notice.  Hickman  v.  Ma- 
chin,  716 

(2).  Husband  and  Wife  Letting  JPro- 
perty  Settled  to  Separate  Use  of 
Wife— Estoppel. 

By  marriage  settlement  real  es- 
tates were  conveyed  to  trustees  in 
trust  to  permit  the  wife  to  receive 
the  rents  to  her  sole  use  Indepen- 
dently of  her  husband.  After  the 
marriage  the  husband  let  the  pre- 
mises to  tenants,  speaking  of  them 
as  property  in  which  his  wife  was 
interested.  The  wife  received  the 
rents  during  her  life. — Held,  that  it 
was  a  question  of  fact  in  what  cha- 
racter the  husband  let  the  premises, 
whether  as  agent  for  the  trustees  or 
as  his  wife's  property  ;  and  that 
after  the  death  of  the  wife  the  ten- 
ants were  not  estopped  from  denying 
that  the  husband  had  any  interest, 
unless  it  was  found  that  he  let  in  his 


own  name.      Howe  v.  Scarrott  and 
iSharp  v.  Scarrott,  723 

(3).  Tenancy  fro^m  Year  to  Year. 
See  MoBTGAOE. 

(4).   Use  and  Occupation — Evidence, 
See  Bent. 

LEASE. 

Forfeiture — Evidence  of  Nov^insuT' 
ance — Waiver. 

In  ejectment,  against  a  tenant  for 
forfeiture  by  non-insurance,  brought 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1868,  it 
was  proved  that  on  two  occasions, 
the  first  a  year  and  a  half  before  ac- 
tion brought,  and  the  second  in 
August,  1858,  the  defendant  had 
admitted  that  he  was  uninsured.  On 
the  latter  occasion  he  stated  that  he 
wanted  the  money  for  other  pur- 
poses. Notice  was  given  to  the  de« 
fendant  to  produce  the  policy  at  the 
trial,  which  he  fuled  to  do.  On  the 
23rd  of  December,  1858,  the  plain- 
tiff received  some  rent  from  the 
undertenants  of  the  premises,  "on 
account  of  rent  due  at  Michaelmas." 
— Held :  First,  that  there  was  evi- 
dence from  which  a  jury  might  pre- 
sume a  continuing  breach  of  the 
covenant  to  insure  on  the  24th  of 
December  at  the  time  of  action 
brought. 

Per  Pollock,  C.B.,  and  Martin,  B., 
the  receipt  of  rent  is  not  a  waiver 
of  a  forfeiture,  unless  it  be  of  rent 
due  on  a  day  after  the  forfeiture  was 
incurred;  and  therefore  the  accep- 
tance of  rent  from  the  undertenants 
had  not  the  effect  of  a  distress,  so  as 
to  operate  as  a  recognition  of  the 
existence  of  the  defendant's  tenancy 
on  the  23rd  of  December  when  the 
money  was  received.  Price  v.  WoT' 
wood,  512 
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&r  JoCPf  SVOCK  COKPAJTT,  (3). 

(a).  J^   IjrfaiY, 


LIE3r  FOB  FBEIGHT. 


LDflTATIOy   OF  ACTIONS 
ON  BONDS. 


3^4  ^«.  4,  e.  42,  «.  3— J5^M  af\ 
Jbatememi  cf  Aetwm  hy  Death  afy 

In  Maj  1/i^l,  the  obligee  of  m 
bond  bfxmgfat  an  action  apon  it 
a^oat  the  obligor.  AiVer  notice  of 
trial  the  action  abated  by  the  death 
of  the  oblig^iT  in  December  1835. 
The  obligor  left  a  will,  which  was  not 
prored.  On  the  18th  Maj,  1857, 
a/lministration  of  the  gouda  and 
eflTectn  of  the  obligor  with  hia  will 
annexed  was  mnted  to  the  present 
ilefendant.  Jn  March  1852,  the 
obligee    petitioned    the    Insolvent 


I&  ISij,  die  plmthfa,  wko 
H&xfioEi,  fena  to  the 
ICD^.  GQ  a  Burt^^i^T  4tf 
■oMatT  luae,  and  tfaej  bad  also 
daiBi  ^^■"M^  hxBi.  fbr  rnati  Xn 
1S57,  tte  dpfrfiiiant  wroie  to  the 
plamdfi  as  fbOows :— '^  Sept.  36.  I 
wiih  to  inform  roa  that  I  receired 
Toors  this  monmig.  I  am  going  to 
leare  mr  litiiatiuQ  on  the  lat  ^o- 
Tember,  snd  when  the  polier  is  paid 
on  the  29th  October,  I  hope  that 
Toa  win  have  the  whole  of  tout  ae- 
coonts  readr  for  me,  as  I  hope  to  be 
with  Toa  on  that  day."— **  IX-t.  25. 
3Ir.  v.,  when  here  cm  Saturday, 
stated  that  the  amount  dne  against 
me  was  abont  2S0/.  Of  eoorse  this 
includes  the  100/.  and  interest  that  I 
had  some  rears  since,  and  the  40/. 
promissory  note  that  I  jointly  signed 
with  the  late  Mr.  B.  Of  course  you 
are  aware  that  you  hare  25/.  to  my 
credit  that  Mr.  Y.  paid  orer  when 
he  could  not  complete  the  purchase 
of  the  property  in  the  High  Street." 
Keld^  a. sufficient  acknowledgment 
of  the  debt  to  take  the  case  out  of 
the  Statute  of  Limitations.  Chduin 
y.  CuOeff,  373 


MALICIOUS  PEOSECUTION.  MINING.               871 

ruptcy.      Held,   in   the  Exchequer 

Ttr  A  T  TPTOTTq  PPOWPTTTTmST  Chamber  (affirmiDg  the  judgment  of 

MALICIOUS  PROSECUTION,  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  there 

Erndenee  of  want  of  reasanahU  a^  ^^""^  ^"^^  /  reasonable  and  pro- 

probable  Cause^Malice.  ^^^^^  «^^f  ^5?'  **^«  «?,":««*  ^^^  ?^ 

^  evidence  of  malice.  Fhtlhp9  Y.IfayU>r 

On  the  24th  January,  1867,  the  and  Others,                                  565 
plaintiff  was  adjudicated  bankrupt. 

At  that  time  he  owed  two  poor-rates,  MASTER  AND  SERVANT, 
and  on  the  3lBt  January  ne  was  as- 
sessed to  a  third  rate.     On  the  5th*  Contract  for  BemuneraHom. 
Eebruary  he  obtained  a  protection, 

under  the  112th  section  of  The  Bank-  See  Wobk  and  Laboub. 
rupt  Law  Consolidation  Act,  1849, 

until  the  5th  March,  which  protec-  MERCANTILE  LAW  AMEND- 

tion  was  extended  to  the  7th  Apnl.  MENT  ACT  1856. 

On  the  5th  March  all  his  goods  were  ' 

sold.     In  February,  the  rates  were  Sect.  1 — Not  Betrospeetive. 

demanded  of  him  by  one  of  the  de-  ^^^^  .^  ^^^  Exchequer  Chambe^, 

fendante,  who  was  assistant  oyerseer  ^^.      ^^  judgment  of  the  Court 

and  a  notice  was  left  for  payment  ^^  Bxchlquer,  thlt  the  1st  section  of 

""  ^\^?^^  T  ^^1"^  PTeedings  „^^  j^rcaitile  Law  Amendment 

rril^^l^""  ^  "^"""^     T^    A  Act,  1856,-  does  not  apply  to  cases 

the  13th  February  the  same  defend-  ^^^  ^^^'^^  ^^  execution  has  been 

ant  apphed  to  the  justices  and  ob-  deUvered  to  the  sheriff  before  that 

tamed  a  summons  in  the  iisual  form,  ^^^    ^^^    Williams  v.  Smith,  559 

requiring    the    plamtiff  to    appear  ^                                         ' 
before  them  for  the  non-payment  of 

the  rates.     The  plaintiff  wrote  upon  MINING. 

the  summons  that  his  snoods  were    /,  n   t> 7  ^  a  ^  ^  a  ,^ 

under  the  protection  of  the  Court  of  ^^^-  ^^'^'^  ST^  of  Swrface- 

Bankruptcy,  and  the  rates  would  be  " 

paid  out  of  the  estate,  and  left  it  at  The  plaintiff  was  owner  of  a  house 

the  defendant's  house.    The  plaintiff  erectea  in  1834  on   solid  ground, 

did  not  appear  before  the  justices,  Previously  to  the  building  of  the 

and  they  granted  the  usual  distress  house  a  portion  of  the  minerals  had 

warrant.     This  was  returned  nulla  been  gotten  under  a  garden  which 

bona,  and  on  the  16th  March  a  war-  adjoined  the  house.     In  1888  a  por- 

rant  was  issued  by  the  justices  com-  tion  of  the  minerals  was  gotten  un- 

manding  another  of  the  defendants,  der  the  defendant's  land  which  ad- 

a  constable,   to  arrest  the  plaintiff  joined  the  garden.      In  1855  the 

and  keep  him  in  gaol  for  one  month,  defendant  commenced  getting  out 

unless  the  rates  were  sooner  paid,  the  rest  of  the  minerals  under  his 

On  the  16th  March  the  constable  land.     In  1857  the  plaintiff's  land 

arrested  him,  when  he  produced  his  sank,  and  the  house  was  injured  by 

protection  and  was  released.      On  the  defendant's  mining  operations, 

the  23rd  March  he  was  again  ar-  It  was  found  by  the  jury  that  the 

rested,  and  kept  in  custody  until  the  sinking  of  the  plaintiff's  land  was 

7th  of  April,  wnen  he  was  discharged  caused  by  the  defendant's  workings  : 

by  order  of  a  Commissioner  of  Bank-  that  some  damage  would  have  hap- 
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MOETGAaE. 


pened,  but  not  to  the  same  extent, 
if  the  garden  ground  had  been  left 
solid:  that  the  defendant  knew  of 
the  excavations  under  the  garden : 
that  the  land  wouM  have  sunk  in 
juat  the  same  whether  there  was  a 
house  on  it  or  not ;  and,  lastly,  that 
the  damage  to  the  plaintiff's  house 
hy  the  sinking  was  300/. ;  250/.  oc- 
casioned solely  by  the  defendant's 
workings,  and  50^.  damages  caused 
in  part  by  the  excavation  under  the 
garden. — Held  :  First,  that,  inas- 
much as  the  sinking  of  the  plaintiff's 
land  was  in  no  way  caused  by  the 
weight  of  the  house,  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  recover  whether  he 
had  acquired  a  right  to  support  for 
his  foundations  by  the  defendant's 
soil  or  not. 

Secondly,  that  although  the  exca- 
vation under  the  garden  contributed 
to  the  extent  of  50/.  to  cause  the 
damage,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  whole  300/.,  because,  if  the  de- 
fendant had  not  done  the  wrongful 
act  complained  of,  no  part  of  the 
damage  would  have  occurred.  Brown 
V.  BobtMy  186 

(2).  Surface  Damage, 
See  FoBEST  or  Dkak,  (1),  (2). 

(3).    Under  Bailway, 

See  BiJLWAYs  Clauses  Consoli- 
DATiojf  Act. 

MORTGAGE. 

(1).  Conatruction  of— Proviso  that 
Mortgagor  shall  he  Tenant  to  Mort- 
gagee-^Notice  to  Quit. 

By  indenture  of  the  23rd  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  B.  mortgaged  to  V. 
certain  premises  as  a  security  for  a 
loan  of  2500/.  The  deed  contained 
a  power  of  sale  in  default  of  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest 


on  a  certain  day  :  also  a  power  for 
the  mortgagees  *'  at  any  time  or 
times  after  such  default*'  to  enter 
upon  the  premises.  The  deed  also 
contained  the  following  provision :  — 
''  Lastly,  to  the  intent  that  the  said 
V.  may  have  for  the  recovery  of  the 
interest  accruing  on  the  principal 
money  hereby  secured  the  same 
powers  of  en^  and  distress  as  are 
Dy  law  given  to  landlords  for  the 
recovery  of  rent  in  arrear,  the  said 
B.  doth  hereby  attorn  and  become 
tenant  from  year  to  year  to  the  said 
y.  of  the  said  premises  hereby  as- 
sij^ned,  at  and  under  the  yearly  rent 
of  125/.,  to  be  paid  by  half-vearly 
payments  on  the  23rd  March  and 
25th  September.  Nevertheless  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  in  the  event  of 
any  sale  under  the  powers  herein- 
before  contained,  the  attornment  and 
tenancy  hereby  created  shall,  as  re- 
gards such  portion  of  the  preouses 
as  shall  be  sold,  be  at  an  end ;  and 
that  without  any  previous  notice  to 
put  an  end  to  the  same."  By  in- 
denture of  the  18th  February,  1857, 
B.  assigned  by  way  of  mortgage  all 
his  interest  in  the  mortgaged  pre- 
mises to  the  plaintiffs,  as  a  security 
for  a  loan  ot  1500/.  Bv  indenture 
of  the  27th  October,  1858,  Y.  as- 
signed his  mortage  to  the  plaintiffs. 
On  the  12th  November,  1858,  the 
plaintiffs  gave  B.  notice  that  they 
had  entered  on  the  premises  under 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  mort- 
gage deed  of  the  23rd  September, 
1856.  B.  refused  to  give  up  pos- 
session, and  on  the  25th  November 
the  plaintiffs  distrained  B.'s  goods 
for  rent  alleged  to  be  due  up  to  the 
25th  September.— 2f<r/J,  that  the 
clause  ot  attornment  in  the  inden- 
ture of  the  23rd  September,  1856, 
did  not  create  a  tenancv  from  year 
to  year  with  all  its  incidents ;  and 
that  the  plaintiffs  might  maintain 
ejectment  against  B.  without  giving 


NSOLIQENCE. 

turn  oix  months'  notice  to  quit.  The 
Metropolitan  Oowniiea  and  Qeneral 
Lifr  Atturanee,  Annuitg,  Loan  and 
Imetttnmt  Society  v.  Brown,      428 

(2).  Building  Socielg— Bight  to  Se- 
deom,  and  Effect  of  Bedemption. 

See  BijiiJ>nis  Sooeitt. 


MOBTMAIN. 

B;  indenture,  dated  in  1822,  B., 
in  consideration  of  801.,  conreyed  a 
house  to  C.  and  liia  heirs,  to  the  use 
of  himself  for  life,  with  remainder  to 
the  uae  of  N.  and  E  (who  were  over- 
aena  of  the  parish  of  H.),  their  heirs 
and  aasigns,  for  ever;  and  it  was 
declared  that  the  overseers  paid  the 
801.  out  of  pariah  monies,  and  that 
the  premises  were  conveyed  to  them 
in  t^uBt  to  permit  the  same  to  be 
used  aa  a  poor  bouse  to  place  paupers 
therein  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
H. : — Seld,  tbiat  the  conveyance  was 
not  void  under  the  statutes  of  mort- 
main.   Bumaiy  v.  Bartbg,         699 


MUTINY  ACT. 

Armg  Wbrke  Corpe. 

The  Army  Works  Corps,  which 
served  in  the  Crimea  under  on  agree- 
ment with  the  GK>vemment,  are  not 
soldiers,  although  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Mutiny  Act,  19  &  20 
Vict.  c.  10 ;  and  therefore  they  are 
not  entitled  to  the  certificate  m  dis- 
cbarge  required  by  the  Articles  of 
War  tobe  given  to  dismissed  soldiers. 
Cook  V.  Baxtoit,  368 


NEGLIGENCE. 
See  Aonov  oir  thb  Cabb  fob. 

TOL.  IT. — M.  >.  L  L  L 


PLEADING.  878 

PAFEB. 

WTuaie. 

See  EzoiBX. 

PAYMENT  INTO  COUBT. 

^eet  if,  in  Action  of  Libel. 

See  Costs,  (1). 

PENALTY... 
See  Damasbs,  (2). 

PBBPETTTITY. 
See  BsKT  Cbaxoi. 

PLEADING. 

(1).  Conitrvetion  qf—CertaiMty. 

An  allegation  that  a  party  cove- 
nanted "  by  indenture,"  imports  that 
the  covenant  waa  under  seal.  PhiUipe 
V.  Clifi,  168 

(2).  Declaration  on  Cate for  Benuteal 
<f  Lateral  Support. 

The  second  count  of  a  declaration 
stated  that  a  messuage  and  land,  the 
reversion  whereof  belonged  to  the 
plaintiff,  were  in  fact  supported  by 
the  land  adjoining:  vet  the  defendant 
wrongfully  and  negligently  dug  and 
made  divers  excavations  in  the  land 
adjoining  without  sufficiently  shor* 
ing  the  said  messuage  and  land,  and 
thereby  deprived  them  of  their  sup. 
port,  whereby  they  sank  and  were 
injured. — The  third  count  stated  that 
the  plaintiff,  by  resson  of  her  said 
interest  in  the  meeauage  and  land, 
was  entitled  to  have  the  messuage 
supported  laterally  by  certain  land 
adjoming :  yet  the  defendant  wrong- 


VLBADTSa. 


fiiH  J  tad  ut^}sf!BizT  da^  s&i  s*if 


tbe   caid  mesaaffe  a&i   LukL  se^I  *  '~           '^' 

tfaerebr  ^eptirt^  the  aetsQ^ze  </- 

the  fuppoft  u>  vbk:ii  t^  pliimif'  ^B^r  Cokmoof  Lav 

va»  ao  eamkd.  vLerebj  the  ams-  ISaJL  flj. 

itgp  mnd  land  lauik  and  wen  m- 

jmL — Hdi^  thai  the  ceccxid  toani  i-i 

WM  9(Md,  akhougii  it  did  noc  mll^  5^  CoMfoy  Law  Psocnru  Act, 

SOT  riig;iit  to  wifyift  (lor  as  it  did  ISSL  i2). 

not  sppesr  that  the  defiendant  vai  ^^' 

tiie  owner  oC  tbe  m^mmng  land,  he  (^3).  ImM^ti^m  k^  Doemmemis  ifjM- 

■iiut  be  taken  to  be  a  ftnmger  and  fnJmmi  »  Actiamjbr  USM. 

HM,  ako,  that  the  third  eoant  ^  ibaRfcoWer  Iq  a.  l<Kmk 

waa  good.    Elis^AftkBMy  t.  Gir-  Cobi|mt  m  doc  eatitkd  to 

1^                                                   153  apegtwp  of  their  booka  fi/r  the  pviv 

poie  of  profing  a  plea  of  j 


(S).  FUm  in  Bar—Proruo  for  Be-    y|^|    j^npntiBe    inaolTcner  to    tfe 
feremx  of  DiM^i€9  U>  Arbiiratum.      Cbmp^j^.    lieJttr^poW— &toa 


i8»  AssiTaAtKnr. 


146 


(4).  PZflCf  ioA^ctiom  am  Jwdfmeut.     <^).  X^pacAm  ofBoemmtmiM^amU. 


See  JcDGMEST,  (4). 

(Q«  Jmei^eation  under  Warrant  (^ 
Justice  fff  a  Berougk  acting  as 
euek — Evidence —  Variance. 

IjL'tieapaBfl  for  hnaking  aod  eii- 
ttring  the  phintiff's  ppeiaiaei^  the 
defcfMhoi^  pleaded  a  jnfrtifiMitm 
Wider  B^aeafeh  warrant  gnuated  by  a 
joatioo -lof  the  comaokj  of  Staflord. 
Ak  ■  thcr  tiial,  the  defendant  gave  in 
eridenoea  aeavch  warrant  granted 
by  a  jnaftiee  of  the  boroagh  of  Wol- 
Terhamptott^  acting  aa  inch^  bat  who 
waa  alao  a  ji»tioe  of  the  county  of 
BtMbrd: — Held,  that  the  evidence 
did  not  support  the  plea.  Webb  t. 
12m,  111 

(6).  Amendment  of. 
See  AuYJfDMYrsr. 


I^ere  is  no  general  rule  that  the 
coflt«  of  inspection  <^  docomenti 
most  be  borne  by  the  party  seeking 
it,  and  that  the  ooats  of  obtaining 
an  order  for  the  inapection  are  ca$ts 
in  the  cause ;  but  Ae  Court  will  in 
its  discretion  order  both  the  co^ts  of 
the  application  and  inspection  to  be, 
in  am'  erent,  the  coats  in  the  cause 
of  the  party  called  apoo  to  grant  the 
inspection.  Stilwdt  mmd  Ametker  t. 
Ruck,  468 

(5).  Staging  Proceeding  after  ad- 
judication cr  Interpleader  Sum- 
mans  in  Oauntjf  Court. 

Brewing  utensils,  hope,  Ac.,  bar- 
ing been  seized  under  a  wamot  of 
execution  from  a  County  Court 
against  the  goods  of  IL,  were  claimed 
by  one  W.  On  the  5th  of  October 
the  bailiff  caused  an  interpleader 
summons  to  be  issued,  calling  on  the 


PROBATE  DUTY. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  875 


parties  to  appear  on  the  18th,  when 
the  claim  would  be  adjudicated  upon. 
The  County  Court  judge  decided 
that  the  goods  were  the  property  of 
W.  The  goods  having  been  given 
up,  "W.  commenced  an  action  against 
the  execution  creditor  for  damages, 
for  wrongfully  depriving  him  of  the 
possession  of  the  goods,  by  means 
whereof  he  was  prevented  from  carry- 
ing on  his  trade  as  a  brewer,  alleging 
special  damage.  The  Court  refused 
to  interfere  to  stay  the  proceedings 
at  the  instance  of  the  defendant. 

Semhle^  that  the  power  to  stay 
proceedings,  under  the  9  &  10  Vict, 
c.  95,  s.  118,  is  confined  to  actions 
brought  before  the  adjudication  of 
the  County  Court  judge. 

Semhle,  that  i^tue  proceedings  on 
the  interpleijider  summons  consti- 
tuted a  defence  to  the  action,  it 
should  have  been  pleaded.  Jones  v. 
Williams,  706 


PBESCBIPTION  ACT. 

What  Bights  may  he  acquired  by 
Company  incorporated  for  parti- 
oular  Purposes. 

See  Public  CoMPAKr. 

EiJSEMENT,  (1). 


PEOBATE  DUTY. 

A  testator  having  by  a  valid  con- 
tract agreed  to  sell  a  freehold  estate 
for  115,000/.,  and  received  a  deposit 
of  15,000/.  in  his  lifetime,  the  con- 
tract was  specifically  performed  and 
the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money 
paid  to  his  executor  after  bis  death. 
— Held,  that  probate  duty  was  not 
payable  in  respect  of  any  portion  of 
the  115,000/.  as  part  of  the  personal 
estate  of  the  testator.  The  Attorney 
General  v.  John  Brunning,  94 

LLL  2 


PEOCHEIN  AMY. 

,   See  Infant. 

PUBLIC  COMPANY. 

Incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament 
for  particular  Bwrpose-^  Bower  to 
acqmre  and  hold  Property, 

A  Company  incorporated  by  act 
of  parliament  for  tlie  purpose  of 
making  and  maintaining  a  canal,  and 
having  powers  under  their  Act  to 
take  water  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  canal,  cannot  by  user  ac- 
quire, under  the  2  &  3  Wm,  4,  c.  71, 
s.  2,  a  prescriptive  right  to  take  the 
water  for  any  other  purpose.  The 
National  Guaranteed  Manure  Com' 
pany  {Limited)  t.  Donald  and  Aju 
other,  8 

PUBLIC   HEALTH  ACT,  X848. 

Bye-laiff,  Validity  of--" District'*^ 
"  Plyinyfor  Hirer 

By  an  order  in  council,  the  entire 
area,  places,  and  parts  of  places  com- 
prised within  the  boundaries  of  the 
to\^*n8hip  of  L.  were  constituted  a 
"  district,'*  for  the  purposes  of  "  The 
Public  Health  Act,  1848."  The 
Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1853, 
B.  48,  empowered  the  Local  Board 
from  time  to  time  to  make  bye-laws 
for  (amongst  other  purposes)  regu- 
lating the  conduct  of  tne  diiTers  of 
hackney  carriages,  animals,  <&c.,  ply- 
ing witnin  the  district,  and  for  fixing 
the  stands  of  such  hackney  carriages 
and  animals.  The  Local  Board  made 
the  following  bye-law:— "That  the 
several  places  in  the  district  where 
painted  boards  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  placed  by  the  said  Local 
Board  to  distinguish  them  as  stands, 
shall  be  the  etfuads  for  such  number 
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I,  hones,  asses  and  mules, 
Ae,,  as  shidl  be  mentioned  on  such 
boards ;  and  no  drirer  of  anj  such 
carnage,  Ac.  shall  place  the  same  on 
anj  other  than  some  one  of  such  j 
stands,  or  shall  fly  for  hire  in  anj  of ! 
the  streets  or  pUioes  within  the  said  > 
district  (except   on    one    of   such ! 
stands)  under  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing 40f .     A  licenced  dnrer  was  con- 
Ticted  of  **  plying  for  hire"    off  a 
stand.  On  appeal,  the  justices  stated 
that  it  was  proved  to  their  satisfac- 
tion that  the  appellant  was  dririnfi; 
a  licenced  carnage    on    the  beach 
within  the  district :  that  he  got  off 
and  spoke  to  some  people  and  took 
them  up  baring  then  passed  a  stand. 

J?#^.— First,  that  the  bye-law 
was  Talid,  although  it  did  not  on  the 
fiice  of  it  specifjT  the  exact  localities 
where  the  stancfs  were  to  1>e. 

Secondly. — That  the  sea  shore 
between  high  and  low  water  mark 
was  within  the  district. 

Thirdly. — That  the  appellant  was 
properly  convicted  of  "plying  for 
hire''  off  a  stand.  The  Blackpool 
Local  Board  of  Health  v.  Bennett, 
Same  r.  Kenyon^  127 

BAILWAY.S    CLAUSES    CON- 
SOLIDATION ACT,  1845,  8. 78. 

A  raOway  Cf»mpany,  having  pur- 
chased land  for  the  purpose  of  their 
railway  by  agreement,  and  having 
taken  a  conveyance  in  the  form  given 
in  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act,  1845,  Schedule  (A.),  and  not 
being  willing  to  purchase  the  mine- 
rals after  notice  of  the  owner's  in- 
tention to  work  them,  pursiumt  to 
8.  78  of  the  Kailways  Clauses  Con- 
solidation Act,  1845,  is  not  entitled 
to  the  adjacent  or  subjacent  support 
of  the  minerals  ;  but  the  owner  is 
entitled  to  get  them  notwithstanding 
that  the  getting  of  such  minerals 
would  cause  the  surface  to  subside. 


— Held^  accordingly,  that  where,  m 
der  such  circumstances,  the Compan 
had  given  notice  that  the  wonun 
of  the  mines  was  likely  to  damag 
the  works  of  the  Company,  the  ownc 
of  the  minerals  was  entitled  to  n 
cover  compensation  which  had  bee 
assessed  under  the  78th  sectioi 
Fletcher  and  Bate  t.  The  Oret 
Weetern  Bailway  Cdwtpany,  24 

BAILWAY  COMPANY. 

(1).  BiyhU  of  in  reepeet  of  JSofv 
inent9 — Ckmvernon  of  Canal  imi 
Bailway, 

See  Public  Compastt. 

(2).  Liability  of  fir  Lose  of  Qooc 
forwarded  on  their  Line  by  anotht 
Company, 

The  plaintiff  took  at  the  Newpoi 
Station  of  the  South  Wales  Kailwa 
Company  a  ticket  from  Newport  t 
Birmingham,  for  which  he  paid  th 
entire  &re.  The  South  Wales  Bal 
way  extends  from  Newport  to  with! 
twelve  miles  of  G-loucester,  whic 
latter  distance  is  traversed  on  tb 
Ghreat  Western  Bailway  ;  and  tb 
Midland  Bailway  Company  have 
line  from  Gloucester  to  Birminghan 
By  arrangement  between  the  thre 
Companies  tickets  are  issued  for  tb 
entire  distance,  and  the  fares  ai 
divided  between  them  according  t 
the  mileage  travelled  on  each  Hn* 
At  Gloucester  the  plaintiff  took  h 
portmanteau  from  the  South  Wall 
railway  carriage  and  delivered  it  1 
a  gaird  of  the  Midland  Bailws 
Company.  On  the  arrival  of  tl 
train  at  Birmingham  the  portmai 
teau was  missinc;.  Theplaintiff  ha^ 
ing  sued  the  Midland  railway  Coi 
pany  for  the  loss  : — Held,  that  tl 
contract  was  an  entire  contract  wii 
the  South  Wales  Bailway  Compai 
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to  convey  the  whole  distance  from 
Newport  to  Birmingham,  and  con- 
sequently the  Midland  Eailway  Com- 
pany were  not  liable.  Mytton  v. 
The  Midland  Bailway  Company,  615 

(3).  Liability  of  as  Carriers  for  Ac- 
cidents occasioned  hy  Dtfects  of 
Line  over  which  their  Trains  run. 

See  AcTioK  (on  the  Case)  toe 
Negligence,  (1). 

(4.)  Bristol  and  Exeter  Bailway 
Company's  Act,  8  4^  9  Vict.  c.  civ. 
s.  19 — Charges  for  Conveyance  on 
"  The  Bailway,*^  Junction,  and 
Branch  Bailways, 

By  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  xxxvi.,  a  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  railway  from  Bristol 
to  Exeter.  By  section  178,  the  Com- 
pany was  authorized  to  make  such 
reasonable  charges  for  the  convey- 
ance of  passengers  and  goods  on 
their  railway  as  they  might  deter- 
mine upon,  not  exceeding  a  certain 
sum.  The  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.  em- 
powered the  Company  to  make  a 
junction  railway  and  three  branch 
railways.  The  19th  section  provided, 
that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the 
Company  to  charge  in  respect  of 
certain  goods  "  conveyed  on  the  rail- 
way^^  more  than  certain  sums  therein 
specified.  The  Company  published 
a  table  of  their  charges  for  the  car- 
riafi;e  of  goods.  It  contained  an 
alphabetical  list  of  various  goods, 
divided  into  five  classes,  and ''  packed 
parcels"  were  to  be  charged  of  the 
fifth  class,  with  50  per  cent,  added 
to  the  rate.  The  plaintiff,  a  carrier, 
sent  a  "  packed  parcel "  to  be  carried 
by  the  Company  on  their  railway 
from  Bristol  to  Bridgewater.  This 
parcel  contained,  amon£;st  other 
things,  a  cask  of  spirits,  but  it  did 
not  appear  that  any  appreciable  ex- 
tra  nsk    was    thereby  occasioned. 


The  Company  charged  for  the  car- 
riage of  tnis  parcel  according  to  the 
rate  of  the  ^h  class  with  50  per 
cent,  added  to  it.  Persons,  not  car- 
riers, were  accustomed  to  send  packed 
parcels  without  the  additional  charge 
of  50  per  cent. 

Held :  First,  that  the  words  "  the 
railway,"  in  the  19th  section  of  the 
8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.,  applied  to  the 
whole  line  of  railway,  and  not  to  the 
junction  and  branch  railways  only. 

Secondly,  that  the  charge  to  car- 
riers of  50  per  cent.,  in  addition  to 
the  rate  for  "  packed  parcels,"  was 
an  unequal  and  unreasonable  charge. 
Gorton  and  Another  v.  Hie  Bristol 
and  Exeter  Bailway  Company,       83 

(5).  Bristol  and  Exeter  Bailway — 
8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.,  s.  19 — Junction 
and  Branch  Bailways. 

By  the  6  Wm.  4,  c.  ixxvi.,  a 
Company  was  incorporated  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  railway  from 
Bristol  to  Exeter.  By  section  178, 
the  Company  was  authorized  to  make 
such  reasonable  charges  for  the  con- 
veyance of  passengers  and  goods  on 
their  railway  as  they  might  deter- 
mine upon,  not  exceeding  a  certain 
sum.  The  8  &  9  Vict,  c,  dv.  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  Bristol  and  Exeter 
Bailway,  and  to  authorize  the  for- 
mation of  a  junction  railway  and 
several  branch  railways  connected 
with  the  same,"  by  section  19  pro- 
vided, that  it  should  not  be  lawful 
for  the  Company  to  charge  in  respect 
of  certain  goods  conveyed  on  the 
railwcty  more  than  certain  sums 
therein  specified.  Held,  by  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  (af- 
firming the  judgment  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer),  that  the  words  the 
railway,  in  the  19th  section  of  the 
8  &  9  Vict.  c.  civ.,  applied  to  the 
whole  line,  including  the  junction 
and  branch  railways,  and  not  to  the 
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jiuKtion  and  bn&cfa  nOwvrs  otIt. 
e^rtoit  T.  Tit  Briatel  ni  £rrf^ 
SaOicay  Cbmpamjr,  &31 


Tfae  17  £  1$  Tict.  e.  31,  9.  7, 
vUdi  Dwkes  Toid  all  noricea,  condi- 
tioiu  »Tul  dfclantJOQ^,  tth4^  and 
giren  hj  a  nilwaj  or  ranal  Com- 
panT,  limiting  their  liabilitr,  tmle^d 
aachaa  the  Court  or  the  Judge  triing 
the  came  mar  adjudge  to  beju^l  and 
reaaonable,  eiteodd  to  caae^  where  a 
special  M>ntr3ct  has  been  signed  in 
conformity  with  the  eab^eqnent  pn>- 
TinoD  in  the  «tatuie.  So  HfU  in 
tbe  Court  of  Eiche<juer  Chamber, 
rvieraiug  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
rfExcbetjner.    Disaentiente  Erif,  J. 

Tbe  plaintiff  brought  three  bonea 
to  the  cattle  statioD  of  tbe  defend* 
anta'  lailwaT  at  LiTerpool,  to  be 
tanmieA  br  a  cattle  truek  to  York. 
Tbe  defendanta'  aerrant  prorided  a 
track  for  tbe  purpoae,  wmch  to  all 
external  appearance,  and  bo  finr  as 
tbe  serrant  Knew,  was  aoAcient  for 
tbe  purpose.  The  plaintiff  signed  a 
ti.-kct  which  coDtnined  the  foll<wrmg 
memorandum.  "  This  ticket  is  issued 
subject  to  ttie  owner's  undertaking 
all  risks  of  coDverance,  loading  and 
unloading  whatsoever :  as  the  C<hii- 
pray  will  not  be  responsible  for  anv 
iDJufT  or  damage  (howso  rer  causerf) 
occurring  to  live  stock  of  any  de- 
Bcriptioti  trsvetliD!;  upon  the  niilwav 
or  m  their  vehicles  ''  Two  pence 
per  mile  waa  charged  for  horses  laden 
at  the  cattle  atjtion.  Horses  so 
laden  are  forwarded  in  open  trucka 
by  a  cattle  or  luggage  tnun.  At  the 
passenger  statiou  horses  are  taken 
at  the  rate  of  four  pence  a  horse  per 
mile.  Horses  laden  at  thi^  statoa 
are  forwarded  iti  horse  boxes  by  the 
trains  deftarting  from  the  passenger 
statien,  usually  passenger  trains. 
The  tickets  issued  b}'  the  Company 


BEST. 

fiw  horaw  fiffwardcd  br  tbe  p— ■ 
traina  are  sinilar  to  tkat  signe 
tbe  pUintiff.  Tbe  track  pron 
be  insufficient  for  tbr  carriage  o 
borsea.  and  a  bt^  wms  made  in 
the  journey,  by  which  tbe  hi 
were  injured.— '.fffW,  by  tbe  C 
of  Exchequer  Chamber,  revei 
tbe  j  odgment  of  tbe  Court  of  Ei 
qner  :  Di-*t.  that  the  condition 
tttf  Company  ~  would  not  be  res 
sible  for  any  icjury  or  damage,  I 
fcer^T  cauj^^L"  was  DOt  ju^t 
reaaonable,  and  therefore  void, 
condiy.  that  it  did  not  prvtevt 
defendants  from  liability  in  tcs 
of  tbe  defect  in  tbe  tru<^.  Dia 
tiente  £rfr,  J. 

Per  Erif.  J.,  that  the  condi 
did  not  extend  to  wilfiil  negleci 
other  misfeaxaoce.  if-Jtamma^. 
JL»»emtkirm  mmd  lorttkir*  .Sad 


BEASOXABLE  TTUE 

Rr  Semotml  ^CaHleJrttm  Fie 

Set  I>i5TaxS5,  (2). 

BEXT. 

Prenmplum  from    Paywumt    of 
Oeerteert  i^'  Poor. 

The  d^endant  and  his  prede 
son  in  estate  had  paid  to  tM  pi 
tiffa  and  their  predecessors,  o 
seers  of  the  poor  of  the  townshi] 
S.,  an  annual  sum  of  6/.  14«. 
expressed  to  be  for  rent  for  cocni 
lands.  It  was  admitted  that 
defendant  was  in  posaeasioa  of 
lands  oat  of  which  the  rent  iasi 
but  they  were  not  identified,  and 
evidence  was  given  of  their  exi 
or  value.  The  defendant  would 
I  produce  his  deeds. — Utld,  that  tl 
was  evidence  on  which  a  jury  mi 
find  for  the  plaintiff  on  a  count 
use  and  occupation.  Edvim  Hat 
wtA  John  Cfiarleaieortli.  Orcrarer 


BENT  CHARGE. 

the  Poor  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Township  of  Stoekpwrt,  v.  Lloyd 
Hesketh  Bamford  Heaketh,  176 

EENT  CHARGE. 

Creation  of  by  way  of  Use — Perpe^ 

tuity. 

B.  being  mortgagee  in  fee  simple 
of  certain  lands,  and  the  equity  of 
redemption  in  fee  belonging  to 
Billings,  by  indenture  of  lease  and 
release  dated  October  1838,  between 
Billings  of  the  first  part,  B.  of  the 
second  part,  T.  of  the  third  part, 
and  H.  of  the  fourth  part,  BilHngs 
did  limit  and  appoint,  and  B.  con- 
veyed to  H.,  and  Billings  confirmed, 
the  said  lands,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  to  H.,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, to  the  use  of  H.,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  subject  to  a  proviso 
for  redemption  by  Billings,  his  heirs, 
&c.,  on  payment  of  6000/.  Amongst 
other  provisoes  there  was  one,  that 
if  default  should  be  made  in  pay- 
ment of  the  6000Z.  it  should  be  lawful 
for  H.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  sell. 
This  deed  contained  a  proviso  for 
quiet  enjoyment  by  Billings  until 
default.  Also  the  following : — "  Pro- 
vided always,  and  it  is  hereby  ex- 
pressly agreed  and  declared  between 
and  by  the  parties  hereto,  that  if  at 
any  time  hereafter,  when  and  so 
soon  as  H.  and  every  other  person 
claiming  or  to  claim  by,  from,  through 
or  under  him,  shall,  under  or  by  vir- 
tue of  any  power  or  authority  herein 
contained,  enter  into  or  upon  or 
otherwise  become  possessed  of  the 
said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 
the  same  shall  from  thenceforth  be 
subjected  and  be  charged  to  and 
with  the  payment  to  Billings  and 
his  assigns  of  the  annual  sum  of 
40/. ;  and  the  same  shall  thenceforth 
be  recovered  or  recoverable  by  dis- 
tress or  otherwise  upon  or  out  of 
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the  mortgaged  premises."  This  con- 
veyance was  executed  by  B.  and 
Billings,  but  not  by  H.  Default 
having  been  made  in  payment,  H. 
entered  into  possession  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exercising  the  power  of  sale. 
And  by  indenture,  dated  in  1847, 
he  conveyed  to  one  A.  T.,  who  en- 
tered into  possession  of  the  lands 
and  duly  paid  the  40/.  rent. 

Held: — First,  that  the  charge  of 
the  rent  of  40/.  a  year  was  not  a 
good  reservation  of  a  rent,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  in  favour  of  a  person  not 
having  a  legal  estate  in  the  land. 

Secondly. — That  there  was  no 
creation  of  a  rent  charge  good  at 
common  law,  because  the  releasee  in 
fee  simple  did  not  execute  the  deed 
of  1888. 

Thirdly. — That  the  rent  was  well 
created  by  way  of  use  under  the 
statute. 

Fourthly. — That  the  declaration 
of  this  use,  though  after  the  limita- 
tion of  the  estate  to  H.  and  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  H.,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  was  not  open  to 
objection  as  being  a  use  upon  a 
use. 

Fifthly. — That,  assuming  that  the 
rent  might  arise  at  any  time  how- 
ever distant,  the  limitation  was  not 
void  for  remoteness  as  tending  to  a 
perpetuity.  Oilbertson  v.  Bichardt 
and  Others,  277 

REVENUE. 

See  Income.  Tax. 
Legacy  Duty. 
Probate  Duty. 
Succession  Duty  Act. 

REVERSIONER. 

Action  for  Damages  to  Beversionary 
Interest  in  Chattels, 

See  Action  (on  the  Case) 
against  S&ESIFr. 
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SALE  OF  GOODS. 
See  CoKTBACT,  (3). 

Orop  of  Oil  to  he  grovm  and  put  into 
Vendee* s  JBottlee — Vesting  of  Pro' 
perty. 

In  JaDuary,  1858,  C.  agreed  to 
sell  to  the  plaintiff  all  the  crop  of 
oil  of  peppermint  grown  on  his  nurm 
in  that  year  at  21«.  per  pound.  In 
September  C.  wrote  to  tne  plaintiff 
for  bottles  to  put  the  oil  in.  The 
plaintiff  sent  the  bottles,  and  C. 
navin^  weighed  the  oil  put  it  in  the 
plaintiff's  bottles,  labelled  them  with 
the  weiffht,  and  made  out  invoices. 
Before,  however,  he  had  completed 
the  filling  of  the  bottles  he  sohi  and 
delivered  several  of  them  to  the  de- 
fendant. The  plaintiff  had  for  many 
years  past  bought  of  0.  his  crop  of 
oil  of  peppermint,  and  it  was  usual 
for  C,  wnen  the  bottles  were  filled, 
to  deliver  them  to  a  carrier  to  take 
to  a  railway  station.  In  detinue,  by 
the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant, 
for  the  bottles  of  oil  of  peppermint 
delivered  to  him; — Held^  tnat  the 
putting  the  oil  in  the  plaintiffs  bot- 
tles was  an  act  of  appropriation 
which  vested  the  property  in  the 
plaintiff.  Elizabetn  Langton  v. 
Higgine,  402 

SHEEIFF. 

See  Action  on  the  Case  (against). 
Estoppel,  (3).. 

Withdrawal  of  Writ  after  Execution 
—  Countermand, 

P.  having  recovered  judgment 
a^inst  F.,  the  sheriff,  on  the  15th 
of  April,  seized  F.'s  goods  in  Hamp- 
shire, under  a  fi.  fa.  in  that  action, 
and  left  a  man  in  possession.  On 
the  same  day  F.  executed  a  bill  of 
sale  to  W.,  and  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.,  in  an 


action  by  W.  against  F.,  was  lodged 
with  the  sheriff  for  execution.     On 
the  1st  of  May,  F.  was  taken  in 
Middlesex  under  a  writ  of  ca.  sa. 
issued  at  the  suit  of  P.,  and  there- 
upon P.'s  attorney,  at  Southampton, 
immediately  wrote  to  request  the 
sheriff  to  withdraw  from  possession 
under  the  ca.  sa.     The  officer  re- 
ceived the  letter,  but  his  man  con- 
tinued in  possession  of  the  goods 
and  did  not  in  fact  withdraw.     The 
officer    however    told  W.   that  he 
would  hold  for  him  under  his  writ. 
A  summons  to  set  aside  the  writ  of 
ca.  sa.,  on  the  ground   that  it  had 
been  irregularly  issued,  "  no  return 
to  the  fi.  &.,  under  which  the  sheriff 
now  holds  the  defendant's  property 
having  been  made,"  was  taken  out 
on  the  3rd  of  May,  and  on  the  4th 
F.  was   discharged  out  of  custody, 
and  an  order  was  made  by  consent 
that  P.  should  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  fi.  fa.  under  which  the 
sheriff  is  in  possession."     The  sum- 
mons was  taken  out  and  the  consent 
to  the  order  given  by  B.,  the  London 
agent  of  W.,  who  was  the  attorney 
for  F.  in  the  action  of  P.  v.  F.,  upon 
F.'s  instructions.     "W.  knew  nothing 
about  the  terms  of  the  order  at  the 
time  it  was  made,  and  when  he  heard 
of  it  took  no  steps  to  inform  P.  that 
he  objected  to  it,  or  that  it  was  made 
without  his  authority.— J5i?W;  That 
the  sheriff^s  oflScer  having  continued 
in  actual  possession  under  P.*8  writ, 
and  the  oirection  to  the  sheriff  to 
withdraw  havingbeen  countermanded 
before  it  was  actually  obeyed,  W. 
acquired  no  right  to  the  goods  seized 
as  against  P. 

Per  Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Martin^ 
B.,  that  W.  was  bound  by  the  state- 
ment, "  that  the  sheriff  was  in  pos- 
session," contained  in  the  order  made 
in  the  cause  of  P.  ©.  F.,  and  con- 
sented to  by  S.  as  the  Xiondon  aeent 
ofW.  ^ 


SUCCESSION  DUTY  ACT. 
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Per  Bramwell,  B.,  and  semble  per 
Channelly  B.,  that  the  statement  of 
fact  in  the  order  was  not  binding  on 
W.  as  evidence  against  him,  in  his 
private  capacity,  of  the  fact  stated 
m  it,  by  reason  merely  of  his  London 
agent  having  consented  to  it,  and 
therefore  that  the  admission  did  not 
affect  the  question  of  his  title  to  the 
goods  as  against  P.  F,  B,  Withers 
V.  Isabella  Farker,  Fxecutrix  of  O. 
8.  FarJcer,  624 

SHIPPING. 

(1).  Agency  of  Master  in  forwarding 
Cargo  after  total  Loss  and  Aband<m' 
ment  of  Ship. 

See  Instjrakce  (Mabins). 

(2).  Bill    of    Lading  —  Lien    for 

Freight, 

See  Chaktee-pahtt. 
Insttbakoe  (MABnrE). 

STATUTE. 
Operation — Not  retrospective. 

See  Bom). 

Mebcaittile  Law  Amekdmekt 
Act,  1866. 

STATUTE  OP  FEAUDS. 
See  Frauds,  Statute  or. 

STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 
See  LuuTATiOKS. 


SUCCESSION  DUTY  ACT. 

Fredecessor — Joint  Fredecessor. 

Upon  an  information  by  the  Attor- 
ney General  to  recover  succession 


duty,  payable  in  respect  of  the  suc- 
cession of  one  E.  to  a  sum  of  2000/. 
derived  from  W.  P.  as  predecessor, 
a  special  verdict  was  found,  which 
stated  that  J.  P.  died  intestate  leav- 
ing W.  P.,  his  brother ;  and  A.  S., 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  S.,  claimed  to  be  a 
daughter  of  a  sister  of  J.  P.  That 
by  indenture,  reciting  that  letters  of 
administration  had  been  granted  to 
W.  P.,  and  in  order  to  obviate  any 
doubts  or  differences  which  might 
arise  touching  any  share  which 
J.  H.  S.  or  A.  S.  might  be  entitled 
to  in  the  personal  effects  of  J.  P., 
W.  P.  had  proposed  and  agreed  on 
having  a  general  release  from  J.  H.  S. 
and  A.  S.  to  transfer  80,000/.  to  be 
settled  upon  trusts  for  J.  H.  S.  and 
A.  S.  ana  the  children  of  their  mar- 
riage, to  which  proposal  J.  H.  S. 
and  A.  S.  had  consented  and  i^reed ; 
that  the  sum  of  80,000/.  had  been 
directed  to  be  transferred  to  trustees 
by  W.  P.,  and  that  J.  H.  S.  and  A,  S. 
had  that  day  executed  a  general  re- 
lease to  W.  P.  of  all  claims  against 
him  as  administrator  of  J.  P.  or 
otherwise;  it  was  declared  that  B. 
and  O.  should  stand  possessed  of  the 
30,000/.  in  trust  to  pay  the  interest 
to  J.  H.  S.  for  life,  and  after  his 
death  to  A.  S.  for  her  life,  and  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor,  if  there 
should  he  an  only  child  in  trust  for 
such  child,  and  if  there  should  be 
two  or  more  children  in  trust  for 
such  children  in  such  shares  aa 
J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.,  or  the  survivor, 
should  appoint ;  and  in  case  no  child 
should  live  to  attain  a  vested  interest 
in  trust  for  the  survivor  of  J.  H.  S. 
and  A.  S.  absolutely.  Contempo- 
raneously with  the  indenture  a  re- 
lease was  executed  by  J.  H.  S.  and 
A.  S.  to  W.  P.  There  were  ten 
children  of  the  marriage,  and  J.  H.  S. 
and  A.  S.  having  appointed  a  sum  of 
2000/.  to  E.  one  of  such  children, 
J.  H.  S.  and  A.  S.  died  in  or  before 
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TRESPASS. 


USES  AXD  TRUSTS. 


March  1854.— Be/J,  that  the  de- 
fbndant  was  entitled  to  judgment, 
because  it  could  not  be  inferred  that 
W.  P.  was  either  the  sole  prede- 
cessor of  E.  within  the  meaning  of 
8.  2,  or  a  joint  predecessor  within 
the  meaning  of  s.  13.  Dubitante 
Ohannelly  B. 

Per  Watson,  B.  that  J.  H.  S.  and 
A.  S.  were  the  settlors.  The  Att6ir^ 
ney  General  ▼.  Baker  and  Flatt,    19 

THEATRE. 

A  booth-theatre,  which  is  taken 
to  pieces  and  carried  from  place  to 
place  for  theatrical  performances,  is 
not  a  "  house  or  other  place  of  pub- 
lic resort  for  the  public  performance 
of  stage  plays"  within  the  meaning 
of  the  2nd  section  of  the  6^7  Vict. 
c.  68.  Davys,  Appellant,  Douglas, 
Bespondent,  180 

.     TIME. 
Far  Performance  of  Judicial  Acts, 

See  JUDGMEITT,  (1). 

TRESPASS. 

(1).    Assault    and    Battery,    what 
Amounts  to. 

A  person  cannot  justify  giving 
another  into  custody  tor  merely  lay- 
ing hands  on  him  to  attract  his  at- 
tention, provided  it  be  not  done 
hostilely.     Coirard  v.  Baddeley,  478 

(2).  False  Imprisonment — Evidence. 

A  felony  having  been  committed, 
the  defendant  sent  for  a  polioemau, 
who,  on  the  defendant's  information, 
and  on  inquiries  made  by  himself, 
arrested  the  plaintift'.  The  defend- 
ant accompanied  the  policeman  to 
'he    station  and  signea  the  charge 


sheet. — Held,  that  the  defendant 
was  not  liable  in  an  action  of  tres- 
pass.    Orinham  y.  Willey,  496 

(3).  Ca,  sa.  on  Judgment  for  less  than 

201, 

A  defendant  who  is  taken  in  exe- 
cution under  a  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued 
on  a  judgment  for  less  than  20/., 
without  the  order  of  the  Judge  who 
tried  the  cause,  may  maintain  an 
action  of  trespass  against  the  plain- 
tiff and  his  attorney,  althougn  the 
writ  has  not  been  set  aside.  Brooks 
V.  Hodgkineon  and  Butt,  712 

(4).  For  False  Imprisonment  on 
Charge  of  Misdemeanor  —  Jus* 
tification —  Constable. 

A  police  constable  having  im- 
prisoned the  plaintiff  in  a  cell,  on  a 
charge  of  aiding  another  person  in 
assaulting  him  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty,  some  hours  afterwards  the 
defendant,  the  chief  constable,  ar- 
rived at  the  station,  and  on  the 
report  of  another  constable,  without 
inquiring  into  the  facts,  handcuffed 
the  plaintiff  and  took  him  before  the 
magistrates,  who  dismissed  the 
charge : — Seld,  that  the  defendant, 
in  order  to  justify  himself,  was 
bound  to  shew  that  the  charge  was 
well  foiuideil,  and  that,  having  failed 
to  do  so,  he  and  all  other  persons 
concerned  in  the  imprisonment  of 
the  plaintiff  were  liable  in  trespass. 
Grijffin  v.  Coleman,  265 

(5).  Justifieation — Defect  of  Fences. 
See  DiSTBESs,  (3). 

USES  AND  TRUSTS. 

Use  upon  a  Use. 

See  Rent  Chabge. 
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VOLUNTARY  PAYMENT. 

Money  had  and  received — Money 

paid. 

The  plaintiff,  a  merchant  at  Liver- 
pool, employed  P.,  a  commission 
agent  at  Manchester,  to  purchase 
goods  for  him.  P.  purchased  goods 
of  various  persons,  and  amongst 
them,  of  W.  and  Co.  P.  made  out 
invoices  in  his  own  name,  and  drew 
upon  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount. 
There  being  a  balance  of  180Z.  7*.  Id. 
due  from  the  plaintiff  for  goods 
bought  of  "W.  and  Co.,  the  plaintiff 
accepted  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by 
P.  for  payment  to  his  order  of  that 
amount  at  three  months  date.  P. 
not  having  paid  W.  and  Co.  they 
claimed  payment  from  the  plaintiff, 
but  he  denied  all  knowledge  of  them 
in  the  matter.  P.  became  bankrupt. 
At  that  time  the  bill  of  exchange 
was  in  his  hands  and  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  his  official  assignee  who 
indorsed  it  and  deposited  it  in  a  bank, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Bankrupt  Law  Consolidation  Act, 
1849.  When  the  bill  became  due, 
it  was  presented  by  the  bankers  and 
paid  by  the  plaintiff.  "W.  and  Co. 
afterwards  sued  the  plaintiff  for  the 
goods  sold  by  them,  and  the  plaintiff 
compromised  the  action.  The  plain- 
tiff then  brought  an  action  against 
the  official  assignee  to  recover  the 
amount  of  the  bill. — JEEeld^  that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  recover  either  for 
money  had  and  received  or  money 
paid  to  his  use.     Barber  v.  Fott,  759 

WARRANT   OP  ATTORNEY 
UNSTAMPED. 

See  JuDaMSKT,  (3). 


WAY. 

Presumption  of  Order  of  Justices  for 

Stopping. 

See  Inolosttbe  Act. 


WORK  AND  LABOUR. 

What  is  JSvidenee— Contract  to  pay 

for. 

The  plaintiff  wrote  to  the  defend- 
ant as  follows : — I  agree  to  accept 
the  appointment  of  secretary  of  the 
Lancashire  Cotton  Mill  (Company 
upon  the  following  terms,  viz.,  first, 
a  salary  of  300/.  per  annum,  com- 
mencing at  the  present  date,  if  the 
Company  be  completely  registered 
and  put  into  operation;  if  not,  I 
shall  be  satisfiea  with  any  remune- 
ration for  my  time  and  labour  you 
may  think  me  deserving  of  and  your 
means  can  afford."  The  defendant 
wrote  in  answer  accepting  the  terms, 
and  adding, — "  It  is  aistinctly  agreed 
and  understood  that  if  the  Company 
is  not  formed  and  carried  out,  that 
part  of  your  letter  which  alludes  to 
your  salary  be  null  and  void,  and 
that  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
it  is  entirely  left  to  me  to  give  unto 
you  such  sum  of  money  as  I  may 
deem  right  as  compensation  for 
labour  done  in  the  event  of  the 
Company  not  being  carried  out." 
The  plaintiff  rendered  some  service, 
but  the  Company  was  never  formed. 
—Held,  that  there  was  no  contract 
upon  which  the  plaintiff  could  recover 
any  part  of  the  salary.  Boberts  v. 
8mith,  815 


THE    KND. 


IIAYNKR    AND   HODGES,  PRIMTRRS,    I  OP,    FETTER   iJkNB,    FI.KKT  STREET. 


A 


*»   ' 


1-, 


